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TEXT  B. 


§  1.  I  HAVE  said  (Pref.  I.  §  2)  that  the  poem  of  Piers  the 
Plowman  assumes  five  different  shapes  in  the  various  MSS.  Three 
of  these  are  due  to  the  author  himself,  who  altered,  added  to,  and 
re-^vl■ote  the  poem  twice  over,  so  that  we  find  MSS.  of  the  "  Vernon  " 
type,  or  Type  A,  which  is  the  earliest  version ;  of  the  "  Crowley  " 
type,  or  Type  B,  the  second  version  ;  and  of  the  "  Whitaker  "  type, 
or  Type  C,  the  latest.  The  fourth  shape  is  the  mixture  of  A-  and  C- 
texts,  as  exhibited  in  the  Trinity  MS.  E.  3.  14  (described  in  vol. 
i.  p.  xviii.),  Harl.  6041  (described  at  p.  xx.  of  the  same  volume),  and 
MS.  Digby  145  (described  at  p.  xxiv.),  and  has  already  been 
commented  on  in  describing  the  Trinity  MS.  The  fifth  shape  is  a 
combination  of  B-  and  C-texts,  and  will  be  discussed  presently  ;  see 
the  description  of  MS.  'No.  xxiii.  in  §  5,  below.  Besides  these,  certain 
MSS.  present  forms  of  the  poem  which  can  be  reduced  to  no  particu- 
lar class,  but  are  simply  the  result  of  still  further  confusion  and 
corruption.  It  is  unnecessary  to  specify  them  here,  because  the 
descriptions  of  the  various  MSS.  enter  fully  into  such  details. 

§  2.  I  much  regret  that  the  former  volume,  as  published,  was 
incomplete.  'No  MS.  of  the  A-class  had  at  that  time  been  observed 
to  contain  more  than  eleven  Passus  ;  with  the  single  exception  noted 
at  p.  154  of  that  volume,  where  a  fragment  of  eighteen  lines  of  what 
seemed  to  be  a  twelfth  Passus  was  printed  from  the  MS.  in  University 
College,  Oxford.  But  fortunately  this  note  of  mine  led  to  the 
discovery  by  Mr  Geo.  Parker,  assistant  in  the  Bodleian  library,  of 
another  ]\tS.  (Eawl.   Poet.   137),  wliieh  contained  the  whole  of  the 
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twelfth  Passus  and  lendered  the  A-text  complete.  This  is  now 
printed,  on  the  pages  numbered  137*  to  144*,  in  such  a  manner 
that  these  pages  can  be  easily  inserted  betAveen  pp.  136  and  137  of 
vol.  i.,  thus  completing  that  volume  at  last.  A  full  description  of  the 
Rawlinson  j\IS.,  together  with  remarks  upon  tliis  final  Passus,  Avill 
be  found  on  p.  14l'''. 

DATE    OF    TUE    B-TEXT. 

§  3.  It  will  be  -well,  perhaps,  to  say  a  few  words  here  about  the 
date  of  the  B-text,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  said  already  (vol. 
i.  p.  xxxii.) ;  for  I  believe  that  I  now  see  some  reason  for  placing  the 
I  date  even^  httle  later  than  I  have  placed  it  already.  I  now  prefer 
the  date  1377  to  1376,  and  proceed  to  adduce  my  reasons.  In  the 
first  place,  I  must  say  a  few  more  words  about  the  passage  which 
mentions  John  Chichester.^  The  argument  that  this  refers  to  the 
year  1370  is  now  vastly  strengthened.  It  is  not  only  the  Laud  MS. 
which  has  the  reading  "tweis^  thretty  &  ten"  in  Pass.  xiii.  270, 
but  we  find  the  same  reading  in  the  liawlinson  MS. ;  and  since  these 
two,  and  the  one  printed  by  Mr  Wright,  are  alone  of  the  first 
authority,  we  have  thus  two  witnesses  as  against  one.  But  there  is 
another  point  which  is  of  great  weight.  In  contrasting  Langland's 
statement,  that  Chichester  was  mayor  in  1370,  with  Fabyan's 
statement,  that  he  was  mayor  in  1369,  I  unfortunately  concluded 
that  it  was  Langland,  not  Fabyan,  who  was  in  error.  I  am  rejoiced 
to  find,  after  more  careful  examination,  that  the  error  lies  exactly  the 
other  way.  There  is  a  singular  fault  in  Fabyan's  numbering  of  the 
rt'giial  years  of  Edward  III.,  which  seems  not  to  have  been  liitherto 
noticed.  He  actually  omits  the  sixth  year  of  Edward's  reign 
altogether,  making  the  seventh  year  follow  the  fifth;  and  hence 
arises  aconfiisiuii  throughout  the  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the  reign, 
resulting  in  his  being  always  a  year  wrong.^  One  singular  conse- 
qut-ncc  is  that  he  talks  of  the  Wl'ty-sccuiui  year  of  that  King's  reign, 

'  Sec  p.  22.')  of  this  volume. 

»  .SVf  ill  MS.  ;  "  twics"  ig  a  better  spcllinp:.     The  fine,  ns  quoted  in  note  2,  p. 
xxiii   ,.f^,.\   i    iM  not  8pflt  exactly  ns  in  the  MS. 

'■r  Chronicles,  ed.  Ellis  ;  pp.  44 1,  442,  &c.    Sir  11.  Ellis  should  have 
'■■"  ■     .lander.     Sec  my  Utter  in  "  Notes  nn  I  Queries,"  4th  S.  iv.  152. 


PREFACE    II. — TEXT    B.  iii 

■\vlien  it  is  well  known  that  he  only  reigned  lifty  years  and  a  few 
months.  After  applying  this  correction,  the  result  is  that  Chichester 
was  not  elected  mayor  till  October,  1369,  so  that  in  April,  1370,  he 
was  of  course  mayor  still.  And  this  fact  is  corroborated  by  a 
statement  in  Eiley's  Memorials  of  London  (p.  344),  where  we  read — 
"  Afterwards,  on  the  25th  day  of  April  in  the  year  above-mentioned 
[1370],  it  was  agreed  by  John  de  Chicliestre,  Mayor,"  &c.  Besides 
which,  Chichester  was  never  re-elected,  nor  was  there  at  any  time 
whatever  another  mayor  of  the  same  name.  And,  since  Langland 
thus  turns  out  to  be  quite  right  in  his  date,  wc  may  take  it  upon  his 
authority  that  the  said  April  was  "a  dry  April."  For  though  it  is 
not  recorded  as  having  been  such,  it  is  very  probable  that  it  was  so, 
when  we  consider  the  excessive  rains  of  the  preceding  autumn. 
"And  in  tliis  yere  [1369]  was  the  thirde  mortalytie,  wherof  dyed 
moche  peoj)le,  and  suche  a  morayne  fyll  also  amonge  beestes  that  the 
lyke  therof  was  nat  seen  many  yeres  before ;  and  vpon  y*  ensuyd 
suche  excessyvenes  of  rayne  that  corne  was  therwith  drowned  in  y* 
erthe,  and  so  bukkyd  with  water,  that  tlie  yere  eiisuynge  [1370]  whete 
was  at  .xkZ.  a  busshell."  ' — Fabyan's  Chronicles,  ed.  Ellis,  1811 ;  p. 
480.  Langland  is  clearly  right  about  the  date  of  the  mayoralty  and 
the  dearth  ;  and  the  previous  excessive  rains  render  it  probable  that 
he  is  right  about  tlie  drought  also.  Further  than  this,  Tyrwhitt  Las 
shewn  that  the  fable  of  the  cat  and  the  rattons  in  the  prologue  points 
to  a  date  at  least  as  late  as  1376,-  "  when  Eichard  was  become  heir- 
apparent  ; "  but  I  would  place  it  a  year  later,  for  these  three  reasons. 

First,  the  fable  is  of  still  more  force  if  we  suppose  Eichard  to 
have  already  ascended  the  throne,  and  there  is  a  direct  allusion  to  his 
accession  in  the  very  curious  line — 

"Ac  resoun  shal  rekene  with  30W  ■  yf  I  rcgne  any  while  :  " 

Pass.  iv.  177 — 
which  line,  it  is  very  important  to  observe,  is  not  in  the  A-text,  for 
the  sufficient  reason  that  Edward  III.  had  already  reigned  a  long 
while  when  that  former  version  was  composed. 

'  Cf.  "  ]?cre  was  a  earful  comune  •  wlian  no  carte  come  to  toime 

With  baJce  bred  fro  stretforth,  &c.  ;  "  Pass.  xiii.  236. 
2  See  p.  xxxiii.  note  1,  in  Preface  I. 
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Secondly,  the  introduction  of  the  extraordmary  passage  (Pass.  iii. 
299—349),  about  a  time  of  jubilee  or  millennium,  seems  to  me  to 
have  been  directly  suggested  by  the  proclamation  of  a  jubilee  by 
Edward  III.  in  February,  1377,  because  he  had  more  than  completed 
fifty  regnal  years.  It  is  not  often  that  a  monarch  has  the  chance 
of  making  such  a  proclamation,  and  it  must  have  excited  much 
interest.     This  passage,  be  it  also  noted,  is  not  in  the  A-tezt. 

Tliirdly,  in  the  fable  of  the  cat  and  the  rattons,  we  have  to  make 
out  who  is  meant  by  the  cat.  The  kitten  is  clearly  Eichard  II.,  and 
hLstory  tells  us  that  the  cat,  i.  e.  the  powerful  lord  against  whom  the 
commons  Avere  so  enraged,  Avas  John  of  Gaunt,  who  was  said  to  have 
exercised  undue  influence  over  the  young  king.  It  was  in  1377  that 
public  opinion  first  expressed  itself  strongly  on  this  point,  and  the 
outcry  was  so  great  that  the  duke  had  to  clear  himself  how  he  could, 
and  this  he  did  in  a  speech  the  substance  of  wliich  is  still  preserved, 
and  which  was  spoken  on  the  13th  of  October  in  that  year.  See 
Lingard's  History  of  England,  ed.  1825  ;  vol.  iv.  p.  224. 

There  are  two  other  allusions  that  require  a  short  notice.  There 
are  several  references  to  pestUences,  and  Ave  know  that  the  allusiou  to 
"fise  pestilences"  in  Pass.  v.  13  (both  in  A-text  and  B-text)  is  to 
the  pestilences  of  1349  and  1362  ;  but  AA'hen  "the  pestilence"  is 
Mentioned  in  B.  xiii.  248  in  close  connection  Avith  a  reference  to  the 
mayoralty  of  Chichester  a  few  years  previously,  Ave  may  fairly 
conclude  that  the  pestilence  meant  is  that  of  1376.  Sometimes  only 
three  great  pestilences  are  reckoned,  viz.  those  of  1349,  1362,  and 
1369  ;  but  some  Avi-iters  reckon  a  fourth,  in  1376,  and  it  seems  to 
liave  been  a  severe  one.  Thus  Fabyan  says  of  it — "  In  this  .1.  yere 
[rvad  xlix  yere],  fyl  many  AvonderfuU  sykenesses  amonge  the  people, 
whereof  y"  people  dyed  wonderly  faste  as  Avell  in  Italye  as  in 
Eiiglawde;  amonge  tlie  whiche  dyed  sir  Edwarde  called  the  lorde 
Spencer,  a  man  of  great  fame,  Avhose  body  Avas  enteryd  at  Teukesbury. 
Ami  for  tliis  mortalytie  was  so  sharpe  and  sodayne,  pope  Gregory 
iK-'forcniunt'd  gniu«ted  of  his  goodnesse  to  suche  as  Avcre  contrite  and 
confwwyd,  clene  rcmyssion  of  theyr  synnes ;  the  Avhiche  indulgence 
Contynued  in  Englande  by  the  terme  of  .vi,  monethcs."— Fabyan,  ed. 
r.lli.4.  ].    IS.-)      This  grant  of  the  popo's  seems  to  b.>  the  A^cry  thing 
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alluded  to  in  the  line  discussed,  and  in  1.  246  just  above  it,  wliere 
Haukyn  says  that  all  that  the  pope  sent  him  was  "  a  pardoun  with  a 
peys  of  led." 

The  other  allusion  is  in  Pass.  xv.  80,  81. 

"  Go  to  Jje  glose  of  jje  verse  •  36  grete  clerkes  ; 
If  I  lye  on  30W  to  my  lewed  witte  •  ledeth  me  to  brennynge  !  " 
On  this  Dr  '\\^ii taker  remarks,  at  p.  xxxii.  of  his  preface  to  the 
poem,  that  this  is  "  an  allusion  to  the  statute  empowering  the  diocesan 
alone  to  commit  heretics  to  the  flames,  which  was  enacted  in  the 
second  of  Henry  Fourth."  I  cannot  admit  this  for  a  moment ;  it  is 
contrary  to  all  the  other  evidence,  and  it  is  almost  certain  that  at  least 
some  of  the  MSS.  which  contain  the  passage  are  absolutely  older  than 
1400.  Langland's  expression  is  a  very  natui-al  one,  if  he  thought 
that  his  being  burnt  for  heresy  was  a  not  impossible  event.  It  is 
quite  startling  enough  to  find  your  neighbour's  house  on  fire,  still 
more  so  to  find  that  your  neighbour  himself  is  being  burnt.  They 
did  such  things  in  France  long  before  the  year  1400.  Two  Minorite 
Friars  were  burnt  at  Avignon  a.  d.  1354,  "  pro  quibusdam  erroneis 
opinionibus,  prout  Domino  Pap^  et  Cardinalibus  suis  videbatur." — 
Thomae  Walsingham  Historia,  ed.  Riley,  i.  278. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  would  not  place  the  date  of  the  B-text 
later  than  1377  (or  at  the  very  latest,  1378).  It  is  something  to  have 
shewn  that  it  was  written  fifteen  years  later  than  the  date  com- 
monly received,  and  it  seems  unnecessary  to  go  further.  The  argu- 
ment which  most  weighs  with  me  is  tliis,  viz.  that  if  it  had  been  in  hand 
in  September,  1378,  or  a  little  after  that,  I  cannot  see  how  Langland 
could  possibly  have  refrained  from  at  least  one  allusion  to  the  scliism 
of  the  popes,  the  event  which  so  animated  WyclifFe.  Instead  of 
which,  the  nearest  and  only  approach  to  a  hint  of  anything  of  the 
kind  is  in  Pass.  xiii.  174 — "  Can  nou3t  confourmen  a  pees  •  bytwene 
J>e  pope  and  his  enemys  " — which  is  too  mild  an  expression  for  the 
occasion.'     Hence  I  assume  1377  as  the  exact  date. 

§  4.  Anachronisms.     It  must  be  remembered  that  one  eff"ect  of 

^  I  do  not  think  it  follows  that  we  are  to  find  an  allusion  to  the  "  schism  "  in  the 
C-text ;  that  may  have  been  written  when  the  novelty  of  it  had  worn  off.  Whether 
the  C-text  contains  such  an  aP.usion  or  not,  I  cannot  as  yet  positively  say. 
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tlie  double  revision  of  the  poem  by  its  author  lias  been  to  introduce 
occasional  anachronisms.  Thus,  when  the  poet  speaks  of  Eeason 
being  set  on  the  bench  between  the  king  and  his  son  (A.  iv.  32),  he 
i  of  course  refers  to  Edward  III.  and  the  Black  Prince,  as  the  remark 
was  made  in  1362;  but  when  the  line  is  allowed  to  stand  without 
change  in  the  later  versions,  as  occurring  in  a  part  of  the  poem 
which  was  not  very  much  altered,  the  allusion  is  lost,  and  it  can  only 
be  taken  as  a  general  expression  signifying  that  Eeason  was  placed  in 
a  seat  of  dignity.  Again,  the  allusion  to  the  accession  of  Richard  11. 
in  the  words  "  3if  I  regne  any  while  "  is  of  less  force  when  retained 
in  the  C-text  than  when  first  composed  and  inserted  in  the  B-text. 
Hence,  in  considering  the  chronology  of  any  passage,  we  must  be  care- 
ful to  ascertain  in  which  version  of  the  poem  the  given  passage  first 
appeared. 

§    b.    DES    RIPTION    OF    THE    MSS. 

XIII. ^  ^IS.  Laud  Misc.  581,  in  the  Bodleian  Libraiy,  Oxford  ;  de- 
noted throughout  this  volume  by  the  letter  L,  and  used  to  form  text 

1  Eleven  MSS.  have  been  already  described.  The  descriptions  of  MSS.  I. — X. 
arc  in  vol.  i.  pp.  xv, — xxiv. ;  and  the  description  of  MS.  XI.  in  vol.  i.  also,  at  p.  142*. 
The  twelfth  MS.  must  be  described  hei'e  in  a  footnote,  as  it  turns  out  to  belong  to 
the  A-class. 

XII.  MS.  I).  4.  12  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin.  This  is  a  paper  IMS.,  the  size  of 
the  page  being  about  8J  inches  by  5,  and  each  page  contains  about  30  lines.  The 
margins  of  some  of  the  leaves  are  a  good  deal  worn,  and  in  some  places  slips  have 
been  inserted  on  which  the  text  (apparently  the  same)  has  been  rewritten.  A  frag- 
ment of  the  Romance  of  Alexander  the  Great  is  in  the  latter  part  of  the  volume. 
The  last  fragment  resembles  the  Alliterative  Romance  printed  by  Mr  Stevenson  for 
the  Roxburghe  Club,  1849  ;  in  a  note  to  which  edition,  at  p.  ii.,  Mr  Stevenson  thus 
describes  the  Dublin  JIS.  "  It  is  a  small  quarto  volume,  written  upon  paper  towards 
the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century.  It  ccmtains  a  copy  of  the  Visions  \_rcad  Vision]  of 
I'iers  Plouhman,  which  ends  imperfectly  in  the  Seventh  Passus.  The  Romance  of 
Alexander  then  follows,  commencing  with  1.  678  of  our  text  [i.  e.  of  the  text  in  MS. 
Ashmole  44],  and  ends  with  the  line  3426.  This  fragment  consists  therefore  of 
2748  [2749  r]  lines.  I  am  indebted  for  my  acquaintance  with  it  to  the  kindness  of 
Sir  F.  Madden."  The  copy  of  Piers  the  Plowman  in  this  MS.  ends  at  1.  45  of 
Pass,  vii.,  and  is  contained  on  26  leaves.  An  analysis  of  the  Prologue  shews  that 
it  bears  a  tolerably  close  resemblance  to  MS.  U  (A-text),  and  a  still  closer  resem- 
blance to  MS.  Rawl.  Poet.  137,  described  at  p.  142*  of  vol.  i.  But  it  has  certain 
variations  and  additions  which  extend  the  Prologue  to  124  lines.  After  1.  54  of 
the  Prologue  it  inserts  the  four  lines  following : 

Persons  with  jiair  prouiansos  •  p^rmutyn  jjair  chcrches, 
With  al  {>e  busynes  of  jjair  body  •  \>m  better  to  hauc, 
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B.  This  MS.  is  of  strong  vellum,  and  contains  94  leaves,  of  which 
one  at  the  beginning  and  two  at  the  end  are  blank.  The  remaininnr 
91  leaves  are  entirely  occupied  by  the  poem  here  printed.  The  size 
of  each  leaf  is  about  10|  by  7.^  inches,  and  it  contains  about  40  lines 
on  each  page.  The  poem  is  divided  into  sections  or  paragraphs,  each 
of  these  being  separated  from  the  one  following  it  by  a  blank  space. 
At  the  beginning  of  each  section  is  the  mark  ^,  painted  blue.  The 
initial  letters  of  each  Passus  are  also  painted  blue,  and  neatly  flour- 
ished with  red.  The  ink  is  of  a  pale  light  brown,  in  some  places 
faded,  but  always  distinctly  legible.  There  are  a  few  marginal  notes 
by  the  scribe,  such  as  "nota"  opposite  Pass.  i.  14G,  a  red  hand  oppo- 
site iii.  323,  the  names  of  the  seven  deadly  sins  in  Pass,  v.,  the 
words  "Indulgentia  Petri"  opposite  vii.  Ill,  the  words  "  c[uid  est 
caritas"  opposite  xv.  145,  and  the  quotation  beginning  "Fujrus,  &c.," 
quoted  in  the  footnote  on  p.  319.  There  are  also  a  few  glosses  over 
words,  which  have  been  printed  wherever  they  occur.  Besides  these, 
there  are  several  marginal  notes  by  later  hands,  none  of  which  are  of 
any  value,  excepting  the  remark  opposite  xv.  148 — "no^.<.  the  name 
of  thauctowr."  ISTearly  all  the  Latin  words  and  quotations  have  a  red 
line  draAvn  round  them.  Just  above  the  first  line  of  the  poem  we  find 
in  red  letters,  nearly  obliterated,  the  title  "  Incipit  Liber  de  Petro 
Plowman."  ^  At  the  bottom  of  the  first  page  is  written — "  Liber 
Gulielmi  Laud,  Archiepi  Cantuar :  et  Cancellarij  Vniuersitatis  Oxon. 
1633."  At  the  top  of  the  first  page  is  loosely  scribbled — "  .  .  Piobart 
Langeland,  borne  by  malverne  hilles."  At  the  end  are  the  names  of 
former  owners — "  Eaffe  Coppynges.  Mem.  y*  I  haue  lent  to  Mcholas 
brigham  the  pers  ploughman  w''*'  I  borowed  of  M.  Le  of  Addyng- 

Vicars  on  fele  halue  ■  fandj-n  jjaim  to  Done, 

Leders  \>ai  ben  of  lovedays  •  &  with  j^e  lawe  mellyth. 

The  first  pair  of  lines  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  before ;  the  last  pair  agree 
with  the  extra  lines  in  MS.  Rawl.  Poet.  137.  There  are  two  exti"a  lines  also  after 
1.  83,  resembling  B.  prol.  112,  113;  and  ten  extra  lines  after  1.  95,  answering  to 
the  passage  in  B.  prol.  92 — 99,  but  in  some  places  bearing  a  closer  resemblance  to 
the  C-text.  Line  58  is  omitted,  and  11.  96  and  97  transposed  so  as  to  follow  1.  89. 
For  the  information  enabling  n.e  to  give  this  analysis,  I  am  indebted  to  Professor 
Dowden  of  Dublin. 

'  The  Bodleian  Catalogue  says  "  Petre  Plowman"  merely,  but  the  whole  title 
can  ba  read,  in  strong  sunli'jht. 
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tun." — "  Liber  liic.  Johnson." — "  In  desire  specie  is  tariaunce.  Jon 
Thynne." — "  T.  Long  of  Dorchester."  On  the  back  of  the  hist  fly- 
leaf is  scribbled — 

"  Amongest  all  other  take  hede  of  one  thinge, 
In  othere  mennes  matters  make  lyttle  medling." 
I  also  subjoin  a  list  of  catchwords,  as  they  sometimes    differ    in 
spelling  from  the  words  in  the  text. 

Fol.    8  h.  As  auoutrie  and  deuoses  {sic). 

Fol.  16  h.  3if  3ft  bidden  boxomnesse. 

Fol.  24  h.  Ne  none  of  here  seniantz. 

Fol.  32  h.  To  p«/-chace  30W  pardouw. 

Fol.  40  h.  But  J)us  it  bilongeth  to  bileue. 

Fol.  48  h.  And  as  I  cast  vp  myn  eyen. 

Fol.  56  &.  For  eche  a  mayde  jjat  he  mette. 

Fol.  (j\  h.  For  I  haue  seyne  hym  in  silke, 

Fol.  72  b.  And  as  we  went  ]ius  in  pe  weye. 

Fol.  80  h.  And  I  jjat  am  kynge. 

Fol.  88  h.  That  couetise  were  cristene. 

I  look  upon  this  MS.  as  of  the  very  lughest  importance.  My 
original  reason  for  printing  it  Avas  that  it  seemed  to  me,  after  a  short 
examination,  much  upon  a  par  with  the  MS.  printed  by  Mr  Wright, 
and  I  considered  that,  supposing  the  MSS.  to  be  of  nearly  equal 
value,  it  Avould  be  a  great  gain  to  print  the  unprinted  one,  in  order  to 
have  two  complete  copies  of  the  poem  in  type.  I  began  my  collation 
with  no  very  great  respect  for  the  MS.,  and  was  ready  to  amend  it 
wherever  it  seemed  to  have  inferior  readings.  But  when,  in  several 
instances,  after  maldng  some  such  alterations,  larger  knowledge  com- 
pclh'd  me  to  alter  them  back  again,  the  case  was  altered.  The  con- 
viction was  gradually  forced  upon  me  that  the  MS.  is  of  the  highest 
order  of  excellence,  and  the  chief  authority  upon  all  difficult  jjoints. 
^Vh(•n,  in  certain  somewhat  doubtful  places,  after  consulting  the  other 
MSS.  of  the  B-class,  the  A-text,  Whitaker's  text,  Crowley's  text,  the 
Cotton  MS.  of  the  C-text,  &c.,  I  found  this  Laud  MS.  helijing  me  out 
of  tlie  difficulty  for  about  the  twentieth  time,  I  felt  compelled  to  pay 
lo  it  all  due  respect.  But  the  circumstance  that  most  attracted  my 
attention  wtus  the  occurrence  of  numerous  little  crosses  made  by  a  cor- 
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rector's  hand  in  the  margin.  Wliorever  a  word  is  misspelt  or  some 
other  error,  even  of  quite  a  trivial  nature,  occurs  in  the  text,  so  surely 
(except  very  rarely)  do  we  find  the  corrector's  mark.  In  a  few  cases  the 
correction  has  been  actually  made  (in  one  case  in  red  ink  or  paint),  but 
not  in  general.  Sometimes  it  is  very  difficult  to  make  out  why  the 
cross  is  there,  and  the  corrector  seems  to  have  been  very  particular. 
But  these  small  crosses  are  not  all.  There  are  also  some  large  crosses 
made  by  very  fine  tlrin  lines,  in  the  same  faded  ink  as  the  text,  the 
meaning  of  which  I  believe  to  be  that  they  mark  passages  which  the 
author  intended  to  alter,  and,  in  every  case,  ctctualhj  did  alter,  viz.  in 
the  C-text.  There  are  also  very  small  ticks  against  some  lines,  for 
Avhat  reason  I  cannot  explain.^  On  the  whole,  I  cannot  see  any 
reason  why  we  should  not  attribute  these  marks  to  the  author  himself, 
as  this  seems  by  far  the  simplest  solution.  There  is  no  doubt  about 
the  age  of  the  MS.  ;  it  may  have  been  written  at  any  time  between 
the  years  1377  and  1410.  Indeed,  it  may  be  an  autograph  copy,  as 
Langland  was  very  probably  himself  a  poor  professional  scribe,  and 
speaks  with  scorn  of  those  who  could  not  write  out  things  jiroperly 
(B.  xi.  299) ;  and  this  MS.  is  a  good  specimen  of  caligraj^hy.  But, 
in  order  that  the  reader  may  see  tliis  the  more  clearly,  let  me  enumer- 
ate the  principal  lines  against  which  a  small  cross  is  found,  giving  at 
the  same  time  the  reasons  for  its  presence  in  those  instances  wliere  the 
reason  is  not  indicated  in  the  footnotes. 

ProL  67  {laychief  for  myschief) ;  I.  81  j  I.  178  («  chaste,  altered 
to  as  chaste)  ;  II.  91,  116,  227  (r  omitted  in  mynstralles) ;  III.  98, 
132,  227;  IV.  27,  54  {fethynge  alteved  to  ferthijnge) ;  IV.  67  (pos- 
sibly ■^ca?^  should  be  icente) ;  IV.  136  {a,  altered  to  as);  IV.  147  (for 
no  apparent  reason) ;  IV.  152  (me  altered  to  mede) ;  V.  265  {vsue, 
altered  to  ysue);  V  272,  347,  357,  447,  600,  616  {childe  badly  writ- 
ten so  as  to  look  more  like  clilde) ;  VI.  195,  214;  VII.  94  ;  VIII. 
12  (whyl);  VIII.  43,  53,  67  {me  inserted  afterwards)  ;  VIII.  69, 
125  ;  IX.  67,  97,  139,  160  {comely  written  above  the  line),  167  {an 
for  and)  ;  X.  172,  361,  416,  426,  434  (or  altered  to  Sf) ;  XI.  53,  125 

'  Unless  they  mean  that  alteration  is  necessary.  Thus,  there  is  one  opposite 
Pass.  ii.  35,  where,  for  cnritatis,  Whitaker  has  trewe  charite,  and  another  opposite 
1.  8,  which  in  Whitaker  is  completely  different. 

b 
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(gon  added  above  the  line),  130,  194  (of  altered  to  on),  250  (after 
added  at  end  of  line),  331,  388,  427  (hhi  altered  to  liim) ;  XII.  69, 
76,  253;  XIII.  46,  338,  356,  374,  385,  430;  XIV.  16  (it  should 
have  been  against  I.  18),  171  (perhaps  he7i  should  he  omitted),  176 
(why?),  179  (why?),  184,  186,  263  (an  for  ami),  311 ;  XV.  19,  122 
(jilaceho  not  underlined  with  red),  164,  194,  530,  581  (o,n  for  and) ; 
XVI.  209,  249;  XVII.  164,  258;  XVIII.  19  (iouste  written  above 
the  line),  109,  201  ;  XIX.  184,  247  (why?),  344,  360,  461  ;  XX. 
118,  242,  288. 

The  reader  who  actually  refers  to  every  one  of  these  passages  will 
scarcely  think  my  supposition  extravagant,  if  he  is  at  all  conversant 
with  'MSS.  and  their  frequent  errors. 

It  has  been  objected,  that  the  spelling  is  faulty  ;^  but  is  there  any 
reason  for  supposing  that  Langland  could  or  would  have  spelt  better  ? 
It  may  also  be  objected  that  there  are  a  few  mistakes  not  marked  for 
correction ;  but  let  any  one  try  the  experiment  of  writing  out  7000 
lines  of  poetrj',  and  reading  it  once  over  afterwards.  It  is  quite  as 
correct  as  any  autograph  ]\IS.  can  fairly  be  expected  to  be,  and  in  any 
case,  it  is  (as  far  as  the  sense  and  metre  are  concerned)  by  far  the 
best  ]\IS.  of  the  B-text  extant.  ^ 

The  follomng  is  a  list  of  the  lines  marked  Avith  a  large  cross  ;  viz. 
VI.  261  ;  VII.  75,  116,  121,  155  ;  IX.  Q&,  145  ;  X.  393,  442 ;  XL 
165  ;  XII.  300.  I  will  only  discuss  one  of  these,  viz.  VII.  155, 
where  the  mistake  is  very  obvious.  Here  Langland  makes  Daniel 
interpret  Xebuchadnezzar's  dream  Avhere  the  reference  should  have 
been  to  Belshazzar.  The  "  correction "  of  this,  in  the  C-text,  is 
curious,  being  incorrect  still. 

"How  Daniel  dyuincde^  •  and  undude  Jjc  dremeles 
Of  king  Xabugodonosor  •  jjat  no  peer  hadde, 
And  suthe  after  to  hus  sones  •  seide  hem  irhat  \)ei  thonhte.^' 

Whitaker's  edition,  p.  163. 
For  remarks  upon  the  method  of  printing  this  j\IS.,  see  §  10. 

'  See  further  remarks  upon  the  spelling  in  {  9. 

*  That  is,  as  far  as  I  know  at  present.  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  my  list  of  MSS. 
is  complete. 

=>  AVliitakcr  prints  dymiicde ;  but  this,  witli  him,  is  a  trifle. 
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XIV.  MS.  Eawlinson  Poet.  38,  in  the  Bodleian  Library  (of 
wliich  a  fragment  is  in  MS.  Lansdowne  398,  in  the  British  Museum), 
denoted  throughout  tliis  volume  by  R. 

This  is  an  imperfect  MS.  upon  vellum,  A\Titten  in  a  clear  bold 
hand,  divided  into  sections  by  blank  spaces  at  the  end  of  each,  the 
mark  ^  at  the  beginning  of  each  paragraph  being  painted  red  and 
blue  alternately.  At  the  end  is  the  mark  of  ownersliip — "  William 
Butte ;  "  and  on  a  flyleaf  at  the  beginning — "  Suum  cuique.  Tho. 
Hearne,  Sept.  20.  1732.  An  imperfect  MS.  of  Pierce  Plo^^^lnan." 
Each  leaf,  where  perfect,  has  a  wide  margin,  and  measures  about  11-|- 
by  8j  inches.  But  it  has  been  at  some  time  shamefully  maltreated 
by  some  one  Avho,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  theft,  cut  off  the 
margins  of  several  of  the  leaves  at  the  begmning,  reducing  them  to 
about  9  inches  by  5^.  The  first  eight  leaves  were  then  abstracted, 
but  they  are  not  all  lost,  as  I  found  four  of  them  in  the  British 
Museum,  bound  up  with  several  other  pieces  in  jMS.  Lansdowne 
398  !  There  they  were,  with  the  margins  cut  off;  and  careful 
measurement  proved  them  to  be  exactly  of  the  same  size  as  the  cut 
leaves  at  Oxford ;  besides  which,  the  handwriting  and  general 
appearance  of  the  pages  exactly  tallied,  each  page  containing  about 
31  lines.  I  have  therefore  marked  the  collations  with  the  Lansdowne 
MS.  also  by  the  letter  R,  to  avoid  confusion.  The  leaves  there 
preserved  are  the  tliird,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth,  containing  the 
portion  from  Prol.  125  to  Pass.  i.  137.  The  first,  second,  seventh, 
and  eighth  leaves  are  lost  altogether,  as  also  eight  consecutive  leaves 
near  the  end  of  the  poem,  from  Pass,  xviii.  411  to  Pass.  xx.  27. 
The  piece  at  Oxford  consists  of  101  leaves,  beginning  at  Pass.  ii.  40. 
All  the  existing  portion  has  been  carefully  collated,  and  the  collation 
yields  some  curious  results. 

"V\Tierever  it  agrees  with  MS.  L,  it  agi'ees  with  it  very  closely, 
the  resemblance  frequently  extending  even  to  peculiarities  of  spelling. 
Yet  it  has  certain  peculiarities  of  its  own,  such  as  Icende  for  l-ynde,  and 
the  persistence  -with  which  it  exhibits  the  prefix  /-  or  y-  (generally  the 
former)  before  past  participles.  ]t  agrees  with  the  text,  for  instance, 
in  giving  the  right  date  of  Chichester's  mayoralty,  and  generally 
corroborates  the  readings   of  the  text  in  difficidt  passages.     It  is 
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therefore  to  be  classed  with  the  Laud  MS.  as  regards  its  general 
character.  But  close  collation  shews  that  it  abounds  in  omissions 
and  additions  of  no  insignificant  kind,  although  the  mere  variations 
are  but  few.  It  is  necessary  to  account  for  them,  and  a  comparison 
of  these  passages  with  the  C-text  clearly  reveals  their  exact  signifi- 
cance. The  omissions  (amounting  to  more  than  150  lines)  are  mostly 
due  to  mere  carelessness ;  a  few  coincide  with  the  briefer  narrative 
in  the  A-text ;  and  some  of  them  occur  at  points  where  the  B- 
and  C-texts  vary.  The  additions  (amounting  to  about  160  lines) 
almost  invariably  occur  at  points  where  the  C-text  is  fuller  than  tlie 
B-text,  and  it  is  easily  seen  that  the  Eawlinson  MS.  really  exhibits 
the  poem  in  its  transition  stage  between  these  two  forms,  and  the 
best  idea  of  it  is  formed  by  calling  it  a  copy  of  the  B-text  with  later 
imiyrovements  and.  after-thouglds.  On  this  account,  nearly  all  the 
additional  lines  Avhich  it  furnishes  have  been  inserted  in  the  text, 
distinguished  from  the  rest  by  the  use  of  square  brackets.' 

The  principal  omissions  are  these  : — 

E  omits  V.  481,  accidentally  ;  VIII.  14—17,  not  in  A-text ;  VIII. 
last  half  of  99,  100—103,  and  first  half  of  104,  owing  to  the  repeti- 
tion o£  kyngc  ;  IX.  last  half  of  113,  114,  115,  and  first  half  of  116, 
owing  to  repetition  of  icedJoke  ywroujte  ;  IX.  158,  159,  166,  177 — 
185,  199—202,  none  of  them  in  A-text ;  X.  425  ;  XI.  45—48, 
altered  in  C-text;  XII.  13,  141—148,  170,  186  ;  XIII.  14—20,  half 
of  373  and  of  374 ;  XIV.  155—159,  251,  252  ;  XV.  239—243,  see 
C-text ;  XV.  70,  395,  396,  495—531  ;  XVI.  half  of  27  and  of  28  ; 
XVII.  36—46,  altered  in  C-text,  112—123,  217—243,  314;  XVIII. 
178,  197,  250,  251,  the  last  two  slightly  altered  in  the  C-text;  and 
XX.  237,  238. 

The  principal  additions  are  these  : — 

R  adds  a  line,  probably  spurious,  after  V.  283,  being  perhaps  the 
only  addition  in  the  course  of  the  first  nine  Passus  ;  two  hues  after 
X.  77,  see  C-text;  X.  291—303,  cf.  both  A-text  and  C-text;  X. 
381,  411 — 413  ;  a  line  after  XL  105,  see  C-text ;  parts  of  lines  XL 

'  Tlic  only  additional  linos  admitted  into  the  text  (as  far  a>  I  rcmcmlior) 
from  other  MS:^.  are  five,  viz.  V.  273,  338,  oG;),  VI.  49,  and  XV.  22t.  Their 
genuineness  is  doubtful,  and  1  now  thiuk  they  should  have  ben  excluded. 


PREFACE    II. — TEXT    B.  xiii 

126  and  127,  much  wanted  ;  XI.  154 — 164,  perhaps  not  to  be  found 
elsewhere;  a  line,  perhaps  spurious,  after  XI.  190;  XL  374 — 3S4, 
some  of  which  lines  are  in  the  C-text ;  XI.  part  of  419,  420,  and  part 
of  421,  see  C-text;  XII.  57—59,  see  C-text;  XII.  78;  XII.  118— 
127,  see  C-text;  XII.  152,  153,  see  C-text;  XIII.  164—171,  cf.  the 
C-text';  XIII.' 293 — 299,-  also  in  the  C-text,  but  transferred  to  a  very 
different  part  of  the  poem ;  XIII.  400 — 409,  partly  in  the  C-text, 
but  in  quite  another  place ;  XIII.  437 — 454,  also  in  the  C-text,  but 
transferred  elsewhere;  XIV.  227—237,  in  the  C-text;  XV.  239—243, 
293,  299  ;  after  L  388,  a  superfluous  line  ;  464 — 477,  a  very  curious 
passage,  which  may  be  called  the  "whistling"  passage;  539 — 556, 
also  in  the  C-text  ;  half  of  564,  565,  566,  and  half  of  567  ;  XVII. 
68,  also  in  the  C-text;  half  of  176,  177,  and  half  of  178,  also  in 
the  C.text;  307,  308,  also  in  the  C-text;  XVIII.  half  of  310  and 
half  of  311  ;  and  a  C-text  hue  after  XX.  36. 

The  chief  passages  wherein  MB.  Tl  merely  varies  from  the  text  are 
in  III.  51 — 63,  where  it  approaches  the  A-text ;  IX.  168 — 170, 
where  it  is  surely  corrupt ;  and  XVI.  270 — 273,  where  it  also  seems 
to  be  corrupted. 

XV.  A  MS.  in  the  library  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  marked 
B.  15.  17  ;  being  the  one  jarinted  by  Mr  Wright  in  his  well-knoAvn 
and  convenient  edition,  and  therefore  denoted  in  this  volume  by  the 
letter  W.  It  contains  three  pieces  in  the  same  handwriting  through- 
out, viz.  (1)  Piers  the  Plowman;  (2)  A  Treatise  on  Sin,  in  prose, 
beginning — "  In  euery  synful  man  or  wormian  pat  is  bounde?i  in 
dedly  synne  ben  pre  wrecchednesses  " — and  ending — "  If  it  do  pee 
good  and  profite  to  pee,  panlce  god  and  pray  for  me.  pe  g?-«ce  of 
Ihesu  crist  be  wip  pee  and  kej)e  pee.  Amen;"  (3)  a  short  poem  of  44 
lines,  beginning — -"Crist  made  to  man  a  fair  py^esent,"  which  is  printed 
in  EeliquicB  Anticiute,  vol.  i.  p.  166,  with  the  title  of  "  Love."  There  is 
no  doubt  about  the  antiquity  and  value  of  this  MS.,  and  it  is  an 
excellent  thing  that  we  have  it  in  print.  It  is  on  stout  vellum,  the 
size  of  each  leaf  being  about  ll-^  by  7-^  inches,  much  resembling 
]\IS.  L  in  shape.  The  handwriting  is  bold  and  firm,  and  the  letters 
large.  It  is  divided  into  sections  by  breaks,  and  the  mark  %  occurs 
at  the  beginning  of  each  paragraph.     These  breaks  are  denoted  in  tlie 
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printed  edition  by  setting  the  first  line  of  the  paragraph  a  little  back- 
ward. It  will  readily  be  seen  that  the  paragraphs  are  much  more 
numerous  and  shorter  than  in  MS.  L.  It  is,  of  course,  written  in 
long  lines ;  the  printing  of  the  poem  in  short  lines  being  a  mere 
matter  of  taste  and  convenience.  I  hold  it  to  be  somewhat  inferior 
to  the  Laud  MS.,  and  to  exhibit  a  slightly  varied  form  of  the 
poem ;  but  the  difference  between  them  only  comes  out  after  verbal 
coUation  of  the  whole  poem.  In  many  passages  it  agrees  with  the 
text  very  closely  indeed,  and  it  does  not  contain  a  single  line  which 
is  not  also  in  the  Laud  MS.  It  has,  however,  a  few  faults  of  omis- 
sion, and  that  too  where  the  omitted  lines  are  sometimes  indispens- 
able. The  chief  omissions  are  these,  viz.  : — Prol.  170,  i.  e.  after  1. 
338,  p.  11  of  Wright's  edition  ;  last  line  of  Prologue,  supplied  in  Mr 
AVright's  edition  from  MS.  T  (A-text) ;  Pass.  I.  half  of  37  and  half 
of  38,  Avhich  so  many  MSS.  omit,  and  which  should  follow  1.  535, 
p.  17^;  L  145,  to  follow  1.  752,  p.  23;  IL  186,  to  follow  1.  1255, 
p.  39 ;  V.  90,  to  foUow  1.  2652,  p.  82  ;  XII.  105,  to  follow  1.  7650, 
p.  234;  XV.  367,  to  follow  1.  10371,  p.  317  ;  XVII.  209,  to  foUow 
1.  11785,  p.  360 ;  XVIIL  361,  to  foUow  1.  12809,  p.  391  ;  XIX.  86, 
to  follow  1.  13132,  p.  401  ;  and  XX.  299,  to  follow  I.  14526,  p. 
443  ;  of  which  twelve  lines  MS.  L  omits  but  one.  I  do  not  include 
in  this  list  XIII.  49,  because  it  is  not  reaUy  omitted  in  the  MS.,  but 
only  in  the  printed  copy.  For  further  remarks  concerning  MS.  AV, 
see  §  6.  I  should  add  that  the  various  readings  which  it  supplies 
are  peculiar,  and  frequently  luilike  those  of  any  other  extant  MS. ; 
but  they  pair  ofi'  very  well  Avith  the  readings  of  Crowley's  edition. 
It  has  been  collated  throughout.^ 

XVI.  A  MS.  in  the  possession  of  H.  Yates  Thompson,  Esq.,  of 
Liverpnol ;  denoted  by  the  letter  Y,  and  partly  collated,  viz.  through- 
out the  passages  XVL  56—91,  XVII.  96—340,  XVIIL  411— XX. 
27.  Several  readings  are  also  cited  from  it  in  the  latter  part  of  Pass. 
XVI.  and  in  other  parts  of  Pass.  XVII.  and  XVIIL     This  MS.  is 

1  All  these  references  to  lines  and  pages  are  to  the  lines  and  pages  of  Mr 
Wright's  edition. 

*  XV*.  I  ought  here  to  mention  the  MS.  iLsed  b)'  Crowlej',  now  lost.  For 
remarks  upon  it,  sec  §  6;  and  for  numerous  citations  from  Crowley's  edition,  see  the 
Critical  Notes  at  the  end  of  this  volume  ;  and,  in  particular,  the  note  to  Pass.  v.  168. 
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neatly  Avritten  on  vellum,  all  the  titles  and  Latin  (]^uotations  being- in 
red.  The  poem  is  divided  into  sections  by  breaks,  and  it  is  a  fair 
copy.  Each  leaf  measures  about  11^  by  7  inches,  and  each  page 
contains  about  37  lines.  The  MS.  consists  of  110  leaves,  of  which 
the  first  104  (13  quires  of  8  leaves  each)  contain  Piers  the  Plowman, 
terminating  on  fol.  104  redo.  It  is  followed,  on  the  reverse  of  the 
leaf,  by  a  poem  on  the  IMass,  about  358  lines  long,  beginning — 

man  or  Avoman  pat  wol  lere 

A  masse  deuou[t]ly  for  to  here — 

and  ending —     For  godis  low  sey  noght  nay. 

And  that  hey  holi  god  •  he  queyte  the  thi  mede 
Of  whom  we  spek  of  •  when  we  say  oure  crede. 

This  is  immediately  followed  by  an  Old  English  Gra_e  : — 

(jr&iias.    God  that  liis  bi-ede  brake. 

at  his  maw[n]de  whanne  he  sate. 
Amonge  his  postyllis  twelue. 
He  bles  oure  brede  and  oure  ayl. 
pat  we  haw  and  haw  sclial. 
and  be  with  vs  him-selwe. 
In  nomine  patris  ^ fill  ^  s^^iritus  sanctt.  Amen. 

In  several  places  the  scribe  has  drawn  a  crest,  viz.  an  eagle  displayed, 
standing  on  a  light  green  tuft,  with  the  letter  L  jDainted  in  red  on  the 
breast.  The  readings  of  this  MS.  do  not  greatly  differ,  upon  the 
whole,  from  the  text  here  printed ;  most  of  the  variations  resemble 
those  MSS.  in  0  and  C,  described  below ;  nos.  XVIII.  and  XXII. 
]My  thanks  are  due  to  ]Mr  Thompson  in  an  es23ecial  manner  for  his 
kindness  in  lending  me  this  MS.,  and  so  enabling  me  to  become 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  its  contents  at  my  leisure. 

XVII.  MS.  Xo.  CXXIX.,  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Ashburnham, 
Of  the  MSS.  here  described  which  are  written  with  hreahs  hetween 
the  paragraphs,  this  is  the  fifth  and  last.  It  is  a  very  fair  copy  of  the 
B-text,  but  written  in  a  variable  hand,  perhaps  by  more  hands  than 
one.  It  has  been  read  over  by  a  corrector,  who  has  written  cor.  or 
corec.  at  the  end  of  every  quire.     The  Latin  words  have  red  lines 
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drawn  round  tliem,  and  are  written  somewhat  larger  than  the  rest,  as 
in  MS.  "VV.  Several  final  ees  have  been  added,  and  several  erased. 
It  preserves  1.  170  of  the  Prologue  in  the  form — 

And  hangen  it  vpon  jje  Cattis  hals  •  jjanne  here  we  mowen — 
which  only  differs  from  our  text  in  a  single  letter.     In  Pass.  i.  37, 
38,  it  originally  had  but  one  line  ;  but  it  now  has — 

ISTe  liflode  to  pi  likam  •  fiat  lief  is  to  the  soule 
leue  not  fi  likam  •  for  a  Here  hym  tech  .   .  . 
}jat  is  \q  wrechede  Avorld  •  w^olde  jjc  bitraye — - 

where  ])at  lief  is  to  pe  soule  is  written  over  an  erasure,  and  the  next 
line  added  in  the  margin.  The  following  lines  may  also  be  compared 
mth  the  text : — 

Al  jjis  sei3  I  slepinge  •  and  seuen  sythcs  more ;  Prol.  230. 
And  now  persons  ban  perceiued  ■  fat  Freres  parte  with  hem  ; 

V.  143. 
pay  hadde  fanne  ben  in/amis  •  fai  can  so  euele  hele  conseille  ; 

V.  1G8. 
And  in  a  wjTikynge  wrathe  •  wex  I  aslepe  ;  xi.  4. 

The  word  "faunteltee"  (xi,  41)  is  glossed  by  yoiofJi.  The  name 
"longe  wille"  (xv.  148)  is  underlined  Avith  red.  On  the  Avhole,  it 
agrees  very  closely  with  the  text  here  printed,  and  frequently  uses 
similar  spelling  ;  but  we  find  occasional  plurals  in  -us,  as  in 

With  suche  wyse  wordus  •  to  wyssen  any  sottus  ;  x.  8 — 

also  such  forms  in  -ud  as  dejyud,  tciklaid,  and  even  -un  for  -en,  as  in 

Of  alkyn  libbyng  laborers  •  lopun  furf  su/?ane  ;  prol.  222. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Lord  Ashburnham  ibr  kindly  allowing  me 
to  examine  fully  and  to  describe  both  this  ]\IS.  and  No.  XX.  below, 

XYin.  TilS.  No.  79  in  the  library  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford;  re- 
presented in  the  footnotes  by  the  letter  0.  This  is  much  the  neatest, 
and  probably  altogether  the  best,  of  the  ]\ISS.  which  are  written  con.- 
fi/niousJi/,  i.  c.  without  a  break  at  the  end  of  each  paragraph.  It  is  a 
small  MS.  on  vellum,  about  8^  by  6^-  inches  in  size.  It  has  lost  the 
iirst  half  of  the  first  quire,  the  first  four  leaves  being  held  in  merely  at 
their  edges ;  then  follow  eight  complete  quires  of  eight  leaves  each  ; 
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an  incomplete  quire  of  only  five  leaves  (the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh 
being  lost) ;  one  more  complete  quire ;  and  one  more  incomplete 
quire  of  seven  leaves  (the  first  being  lost).  The  rest  of  the  MS.  is  on 
paper,  of  a  much  later  date,  and  will  be  described  presently.  On  the 
first  page  now  left  to  us,  is  the  tag-end  of  a  Latin  poem  of  small  merit, 
consisting  of  only  eight  lines,  the  last  being 

Hoc  tibi  det  munws  •  qui  regnat  trm?«s  &  \nus.    ame;?. 

Then  follows  "Pers  PloAvman,"  Avhich,  owing  to  the  loss  of  leaves, 
is  defective  from  XVII.  9G  to  XYU.  340,  and  from  XIX.  276  to  XIX. 
355.  It  is  very  neatly  and  closely  written  in  a  regular  hand,  with  about 
40  lines  on  each  page.  The  dialect  is  Midland,  almost  without  admix- 
ture, the  endings  -en  in  the  present  imlicative  and  -eden  in  the  past 
indicative  j)lural  being  kept  up  with  much  regularity.  A  large  num- 
ber of  the  plural  substantives  end  in  -is.  It  almost  invariably  has  wijf 
iovwijf,  sclial  ioYshal,  and  the  like  ;  also  the  singular  spellings  seAe  for 
se  (sea),  and  sehd  for  seJe  (seal).  It  commonly  follows  the  text  pretty 
closely,  but,  where  it  differs,  frequently  agrees  with  MSS.  C  and  B, 
so  that  the  collocation  of  letters  C  0  B  is  of  frequent  occurrence  in 
the  footnotes.  But  it  is  clearly  superior  to  both  of  those  MSS.,  and, 
as  it  frequently  offers  ^;ec?/7/or  readings,  and  is,  as  it  were,  an  independ- 
ent witness,  it  Avas  very  necessary  to  collate  it  throughout ;  which, 
thanks  to  the  liberality  of  the  Provost  and  Fellows  of  Oriel,  I  have 
been  enabled  to  do.  It  preserves  a  great  number  of  the  lines  which, 
are  lost  in  IMSS.  C  and  B,  and  omits  comparatively  few  lines,  such 
as  ii.  65,  iii.  96,  v.  176,  vi.  315,  &c.  There  is  one  variation  in  it 
which  must  not  be  passed  over,  as  it  seems  to  be  peculiar  to  this  ]\IS. 
and  the  one  next  described,  viz.  the  allusion  to  Su'  Philip  the 
Sparrow  in  the  line — 

"  Schulden  go  synge  seruyseles  •  wi]j  sire  philip  J?e  sparwe — " 

which,  as  explained  in  the  footnote  to  xv.  119,  is  totally  different 
from  the  corresponding  line  in  the  other  copies. 

Tills  is  the  very  LIS.  which  was  lent  to  Dr  Whitaker  when  pre- 
paring his  edition  of  the  C-text  of  the  poem,  and  the  first  thing  which 
I  discovered  in  it  was  a  piece  of  paper  marking  the  passage  which  he 
printed  at  p.  xxxv.  of  his  Preface.  His  quotation  is  printed  with  such 
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great  carelessness,  that  the  only  way  of  giving  the  reader  a  fair  id^a 
of  what  the  MS.  is  like  is  to  print  it  again.  It  begins  at  1.  134  of 
Pass.  V. 

Now  awaki])  wra))Jjc  •  ^\-i]3  two  Avhyte  yen, 
And  njTielynge  wif  ])e  nose  •  &  his  necke  hangynge. 
"  1  am  -wrajjjje,"  quod  he  •  "  I  was  sum  tyme  a  frere, 
And  couentes  gardener  •  for  to  graffen  imiDes.  137 

On  lymytouris  &  legistreris  •  lesyngys  I  Impede, 
Til  J?ei  here  leues  of  lowe  speche  •  lordis  to  plese  ; 
And  sijjen  fei  blosmeden  abrode  •  in  boure,  to  here  schryftes.    140 
And  now  is  fallen  ferof  a  fruyt  •  pat  folk  han  wel  leuere 
Schewen  her  schryftes  to  hem  •  Jjan  schryue  hem  to  her  persou;iS. 
And  now  han  persouws  perceyued  •  put  freres  ptoien  wij)  hem, 
}5eise  possessioners  prechen  •  &  deprauen  freris,  144 

And  freris  fynden  hem  in  defaute  •  as  folke  beren  A\dtnesse, 
\)at  -whajaie  J^ei  prechen  Jje  peple  •  in  many  places  aboute, 
I,  -wrajjjje,  walke  wip  hem  •  &  wisse  hem  of  my  bokis. 
j)us  pei  speken  of  spiritualte  '  ]36<t  eiper  dispisej?  o]5er,  1-18 

Til  |)ei  been  bofe  beggers  *  &  by  my  spuitualte  libben. 
Or  ellis  alle  riche  •  and  riden  aboute.  150 

I,  wrajjfe,  reste  neuere  *  pat  I  ne  muste  folewe 
)3eise  wickide  folk  •  for  swich  is  my  grace. 
I  haue  an  aunte  to  nunne  *,  &c.^ 
The  rest  of  the  MS.  is  of  later  date,  and  on  paper,  and  the  paper 
leaves  seem  to  have  been  thrust  in  to  fill  a  gap  Avhere  something  has 
been  taken  out.     What  if  a  good  copy  of  the  poem  on  the  Deposition 
of  Richard  II.  has  thus  been  lost  to  us  1     It  is  not  altogether  a  -wild 
guess  ;  see  the  description  of  the  next  MS. 

The  paper  leaves  contain  4  Latin  distichs  on  the  comjilexion  of 
man,  viz  : — 

1  Dr  Wliitaker  prints  wJnje  for  whyte,  ^  for  I  (1.  136),  graficn  for  graffen,  huv 
for  han,  kvc  for  leuere,  schri/Jles  for  schnjftes,  dispere\>  for  di.spise]p,  &c. 

Tliis  investigation  is  useful,  as  affording  a  measure  of  his  inaeeuracy  throughout 
tlic  work. 
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Sanguineus. 

Largus,  amans,  hillaris,  ridens,  rubeiqwe  coloris, 
Cantans,  carnosus,  satis  audax,  atqwe  benignus : 

nniltiu/i  appetit,  quia  calidus ; 

multuw  potest,  quia  humidus. 

Colericus. 

Ilirsutus,  fallax,  irascens,  p?-odigus,  audax, 
Hastutus,  gracilis,  cupidus,  cvoceifj^ie  coloris  : 

multum  appetit,  quia  calidus  ; 

parum  potest,  quia  siccus. 

Fleumaticus. 

Hie  sompnolentus,  jjiger,  spucamine  plen?/5. 
Est  ebes  hie  sensus,  pingms,  facie  color  albus : 

inultu//i  potest,  quia  humidus, 

par»»i  appetit,  quia  frigidus. 

Malencolicus. 

Solicitus,  tristis,  cupidus,  dextrcque  tenacis, 
Non  expers  fraudis,  tuniidus,  luteiqi^e  coloris  : 

par?im  appetit,  quia  frigidus. 

parM7?i  potest,  quia  siccus.' 

ISText  follow  :  (1)  a  list  of  the  London  Avards,  with  their  ratings  ; 
(2)  a  list  of  London  chiu'ches  ;  (3)  "  This  is  the  priuilege  of  West- 
mynstre  ;  "  (4)  "  Litill  John,"  or  the  "  book  of  curtesye."  The  last 
article  has  its  lines  singvilarly  misplaced,^  but  it  is  nevertheless  the 
best  known  copy  of  the  poem  which  Mr  Furnivall  called  "  Caxton's 
Book  of  Curtesye,"  edited  by  him  for  the  Extra  Series  of  the  E.  E.  T. 
S.  in  1868,  in  which  volume  the  Oriel  text  is  printed  at  length,  from 
my  own  transcript  of  it.  As  I  am  now  describing  the  MS.,  I  may- 
repeat  here  my  statement  concerning  it,   which  JNIr  Furnivall  has 

'  Cf.  The  Babees  Book;  ed.  Furnivall,  18G8  ;  pp.  169,  170. 
2  Hence  the  description  iu  Mr  Coxe's  Catalogue  gives  no  clear  idea  of  what 
it  is. 
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printed  in  his  Preface,  at  p.  vi.  The  first  two  leaves  of  the  Oriel  copy 
are  misplaced  inside  out  at  the  end  ;  but  this  is  not  the  only  misar- 
rangemcnt.  The  poem  has  evidently  been  copied  into  tlus  MS.  from 
an  older  copy  having  a  leaf  capable  of  containing  six  stanzas  at  a 
time;  Avhich  stanzas  Avere  out  of  order.  Hence  the  poem  in  the 
Oriel  IMS.  is  Avritten  in  the  following  order,  as  now  boimd  up : 
Stanzas  11  (1.  5)— 18,  25—30,  37—42,  19—24,  49—54,  31—36, 
43_48,  55—76,  8—11  (I  4),  4  (1.  5)— 7,  1—4  (1.  4). 

In  the  MS.  are  the  former  owners'  names — "  A.  S." — "  W.  Smeth- 
wick." — "  Joseph  Ames."  It  afterwards  belonged  to  Francis  Page, 
Esq.,  commoner  of  Oriel,  who  presented  it  to  the  college  a.d.  1788. 

XIX.  MS.  LI.  4.  14  in  the  University  Library,  Cambridge, 
occasionally  quoted  in  the  footnotes,  and  denoted  by  C2.  A  some- 
what late  IMS.  on  paper,  but  neatly  Avritten,  Avith  wide  margins,  each 
.page  containing  about  37  lines ;  size  about  11  by  8|  inches.  It  con- 
sists  of  five  parts,  of  Avhich  the  first  contains  Piers  the  PloAvman, 
fol,  1 — 107«  ;  and  an  alliterative  poem  on  the  Deposition  of 
Eichard  II.,  fol.  1076 — 119/>,  ending  abruptly  in  the  middle  of  a 
page,  AA'hich  has  been  tAvice  printed  by  Mr  AVright,  viz.  for  the 
Camden  Society,  1838,  and  in  Political  Poems  and  Songs,  1859,  a^oI. 
I.  p.  368.'  The  second  part  contains  a  treatise  on  Numeration  in 
English  prose,  fol.  127a  to  fob  148&.  The  third  part  contains  The 
Avyse  boke  of  Philosophie  and  Astronomye,  fol.  153a  to  156&,  and 
)0e  tretis  of  fe  booke  of  Phisonomye,  imperfect,  fol.  156i  to  159&. 
The  full rth  part  contains  Tabula  Psalmorum,  fol.  161a  to  163a; 
and  SententiiB  Doctorum,  fol.  164a  to  167a.  Lastly,  A  doctrine 
of  Fisshynge  and  foulynge,  in  verse,  by  Piers  of  Fulham,  fol.  173a 
to  1746,  incorrectly  printed  from  another  MS.  in  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge,  in  Hartshorne's  Ancient  ]\letrical  Tales,  p.  117.^  The 
three  first  parts  are  in  the  same  handAvritiug.  On  a  previously  blank 
page  (fol.  170a),  a  former  owner  of  the  book  has  Avritton  a  Short 
Glossary  to  "  Piers  the  Plowman."  This  "  Short  Glossary  "  is  of  little 
value,  but  is  printed  here,  for  completeness'  sake,  in  the  Apjieudix. 

The  copy  of  "  Piers  the  PloAvman  "in  this  MS.  seems  to  be  com- 

'  See  mj'  remaiks  upon  this  poem  in  Preface  I.,  vol.  i.  p.  xxxvii. 
^  TliLTc  arc  two  other  ilSS.  of  this  poem,  both  in  the  BodloiaQ  I-ibrary. 
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plete.  It  bears  so  striking  a  roseiiiljlaiico  to  the  Oriel  j\IS.  as  to 
suggest  the  notion  that  it  has  been  copied  from  it,  although  in  a  few 
places  it  rightly  preserves  one  or  two  little  words  wliich  the  Oriel  MS, 
has  dropped  ;  but  these  words  are,  for  the  most  part,  only  such  as 
can  be  supplied  by  one's  own  common  sense.  There  is  also  a  great 
similarity  in  the  spelling,  the  most  curious  alteration  being  the  fre- 
quent substitution  of  the  ending  -yn  for  -en  in  the  plural  indicative 
of  verbs.  However  this  may  be,  it  is,  for  all  practical  purposes,  a 
duplicate  of  the  Oriel  MS.,  and  hence  extremely  useful  for  fdUng  up 
the  two  gaps  mentioned  above.  It  has  therefore  been  collated  in 
Pass.  xvii.  11.  96—340,  and  in  Pass.  xix.  276 — 355,  Avhere  the 
reader  may  look  upon  the  symbol  C2  as  occupying  the  place  of  the 
symbol  0  in  the  footnotes.  It  has  also  been  occasionally  consulted 
in  other  passages,  and  a  few  readings  from  it  will  be  occasionally  met 
with.  It  agrees,  moreover,  with  the  Oriel  ]\IS.  in  reading — 
Shulden  go  synge  seruyseles  •  w/t/i  sir  phelip  Jie  sparwe  (xv.  119). 

XX.  ]\[S.  N"o.  CXXX.  in  tlie  possession  of  Lord  Ashburnham ; 
bought  in  June,  1854,  at  Mr  Loscombe's  sale.  Formerly  it  Avas  in  the 
possession  of  Dr  Adam  Clarke,  and  is  described  at  p.  69  of  the  cata- 
logue of  his  library  by  J.  B.  B.  Clarke,  published  in  1835  ;  at  which 
time  it  was  No.  CXXIX.  It  afterwards  passed  into  the  hands  of  W. 
Loscombe,  Es  ].,  of  Pickwick  House,  Corsham,  Wilts ;  and,  while  in 
his  possession,  the  poem  of  "  How  the  good  Avife  taught  her  daughter  " 
was  printed  from  it  by  Sir  F.  Madden.'  The  MS.  contains  (1)  Ham- 
pole's  "  Prikke  of  Conscience ; "  (2)  A  Fragment  of  Piers  tlie 
PloAvman ;  (3)  a  piece  in  Latin,  Avitli  the  rabric — Dominica  jyvima 
adventus  dommi  '  senuencia.  (4)  a  complete  copy  of  our  poem  ;  (5)  an 
alliterative  poem  of  1242  lines,  Avith  the  rubric — Here  begynneth  fe 
seege  of  ierusalem  •  &  how  it  Avas  destroyed.     Begins — 

'n  tyberyes  tyme  "  the  treAve  emperoAvr —   and  ends — 
And  hool  reedyn  to  rome  •  yblessyd  be  god  almy3ty.    Amel^. 

This  piece  is  aa  ritten  in  a  \'ery  small,  close  handAATiting.     Cf.  MSS. 


r 


1  The  right  answer  to  myqiiestion  in  Pref.  to  Text  A,  p.  xii,  as  to  Avhat  became 
of  Dr  Clarke's  two  INISS.  is' this.  ITis  MS.  No.  CII.  is  now  MS.  Addit.  10574  in 
the  Brit.  Tiluseum,  and  his  MS.  CXXIX.  is  now  MS.  Asbhiiruham  CXXX. 
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Cotton  Calig.  A,  2,  Camb.  Univ.  Libr.  Mm.  5.  14,  &  Laud  656. 
(6)  HoAV  the  good  wife  tauglit  her  daughter;  printed  by  Sii  F. 
Madden ;  with  which  compare  the  copy  printed  in  the  Bahees  Book, 
ed.  Furnivall,  1868,  p.  36. 

The  second  article,  viz.  the  Fragment,  is  an  entirely  distinct  thing 
from  the  fourth  article.  Being,  moreover,  wrongly  bound  up,  it  looks 
at  first  like  tivo  fragments  ;  for  the  passage  beginning  witli 

than  dre.le  went  wy3tly  •  and  warnede  fals  (ii.  208), 
and  ending  with 

woldest  thow  glase  that  gable  •  and  grauen (iii.  49), 

is  on  the  second  of  these  leaves  ;  while  the  rest  of  the  passage,  from 
iii.  50  to  "fac/'at  dextni  "  {iii.  72)  is  on  the  first  half  of  i\\Q  first  leaf, 
the  rest  of  that  leaf  being  blank.  It  is  a  fragment  belonging  to  the 
■B-text,  but  too  short  to  be  of  any  importance  ;  which  is  my  reason  for 
not  numbering  it  sejxxratehj,  as  theoretically  it  ought  to  be.  With 
regard  to  the  other  copy  (article  4),  it  is  a  faulty  copy  of  the  B-text, 
havmg  been  much  spoilt  by  attempted  corrections.  These  are  written 
over  erasures,  and  are  almost  always  alterations  for  the  worse.  Thus, 
in  1.  1,  the  last  part  of  the  line  has  been  erased  and  reAvritten,  to  in- 
troduce the  reading  "  set "  instead  of  "  softe."^  Again,  in  the  passage 
about  Chichester's  mayoralty  (xiii.  270),  it  has — "  a  thowsand  and 
thre  hundryd  •  syxty  and  nyjie  "  —  Avhere  the  three  last  words  are  over 
an  erasure  ;  and  we  also  find  "  1369  "  in  the  margin.  In  Prol.  14 
it  has  the  false  reading  "  rychely  y-maked."  It  omits  Prol.  170  ;  but 
I  am  not  aware  that  any  portion  of  the  poem,  except  a  few  stray 
single  lines,  is  missing.  It  is  of  later  date  than  the  other  Asliburn- 
ham  MS.,  and  altogether  inferior  to  it. 

It  contains,  however,  one  note  of  considerable  importance.  Inside 
the  cover  is  written,  in  a  hand  of  tha  fifteenth  century,  the  remark — 
"  Iiobert  or  wilbVnn  langland  made  pers  ploughraa??."  I  was  not 
before  aware  of  this,  as  it  is  not  mentioned  in  Lord  Ashburnham's 

'  "^Tiich  seems  to  prove  tliat  the  alteration  was  made  after  Crowley's  edition  was 
published.  It  is  incredible  that  any  MS.  should  have  had  set,  when  the  time  referred 
to  is  early  moruiiifj  ;  nor  have  I  seen  set  in  any  other  IVl  S.  whatever.  Nor  do  I  believe 
that  Crowley's  MS.  hud  scl ;  it  must  have  been  his  mistake;  ef.  note  1,  p.  xwiii. 
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catalogue  ;  "but  it  now  api)ears  that  John  Bale's  note  (printed  in  ni  j 
Pref.  to  Text  A,  p.  xxxv.)  is  squeezed  in  between  this  older  note  and 
the  lower  margin  of  the  cover.  It  is  older  testimony  than  Bale's,  and 
it  is  worth  remarldng  that  it  does  not  mention  Robert  only,  as  Bale 
does,  but  offers  us  the  alternative  of  William. 

XXI.  ]\IS.  Gg.  4.  31  in  the  University  Library,  Cambridge.  A 
MS.  of  the  sixteenth  century  on  paper,  loosely  "written  in  a  running 
hand;  size,  about  9  by  6|  inches.  It  has  105  written  leaves,  and  con- 
tains (1)  Piers  the  PloAvinan,  fol.  la  to  101a  ;  (2)  a  Table,  entitled 
"here  ynsuethe  y*  table  off  pj^ers  ploAvman,'  fol.  101&  to  103a;  (3) 
"A  goodly  preaer"  (fol.  104a  to  105&),  in  15  stanzas  of  7  lines  each, 
beginning — "  blessed  god  :  sovereange  goodnes  " — and  ending — 
"A-ancti;^,  sanctMS,  sanctz/s,  lord  god  wit/^oute  end."  It  is  in  the 
same  handwriting  tliroughout. 

There  are  no  paragraph-marks  or  breaks,  but  all  the  Latin  words 
are  written  in  red.  It  is  an  unpromising  MS.  to  look  at,  but  is  con- 
siderably better  than  it  appears  to  be,  having  been  transcribed  from 
a  very  fair  and  tolerably  complete  older  copy.  It  follows  our  text 
pretty  closely,  its  chief  variations  seeming  generally  to  agree  with  the 
readings  of  MSS.  Y  and  0.  The  "  Table  "  is  merely  a  sort  of  abstract, 
made  to  serve  the  purpose  of  a  brief  index,  and  is  of  no  value.  The 
"  goodly  preaer  "  is  also  a  miserable  production,  scarcely  permitting 
itself  to  be  scanned. 

XXII.  MS.  Dd.  1.  17,  in  the  University  Library,  Cambridge, 
collated  throughout,  and  represented  in  the  footnotes  by  C.  Of  tliis 
vast  folio  IMS.,  the  leaves  of  -wbich  measure  about  18  by  12  inches,  I  ■ 
must  say  but  little,  for  brevity's  sake.  A  slight  sketch  of  its  contents 
may  be  found  in  Halliwell's  Manuscript  Parities  of  Cambridge,  p.  3  ; 
but  it  is  described  at  large  in  vol.  i.  of  the  Catalogue  of  the  MSS. 
It  is  known  as  the  "  Liber  Glastoniensis,"  having  once  belonged  to 
Glastonbury  Abbey.  It  is  chiefly  written  in  double  columns,  and 
may  be  considered  to  consist  of  three  parts,  of  which  the  first  tAvo  are 
in  Latin,  the  last  chiefly  in  English.  The  first  part  contains  the 
Polychronicon  (imperfect),  the  Historia  Britonum  of  Geoff'rey  of 
]\Ionmouth,  the  Gesta  Karoli,  the  Chronica  Martini  Poloni,  the  Hist. 
Trojana  of  Guido  de  Colonna,  the  Hist.  Hierosol.  of  Jac.  de  Vitriaco, 
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the  Consolatio  Peccatorum  of  Jac.  cle  Tlieramo,  and  a  few  smaller 
pieces.  The  second  part  contains  the  Testamenta  xii.  Patriarcharuni, 
Marianus  Sootus,  ]\Iarco  Polo,  Hayton,  Gesta  Machometi,  Gildas  de 
Excidio  (which  last  was  employed  hy  Josseline  for  his  edition  of 
Gildas,  published  in  15G8),  and  a  few  shorter  pieces.  The  third  part 
contains  (1)  Piers  the  Plowman  ;  begins  on  fol.  1,  and  ends  at  fol.  31a, 
col.  1.  (2)  A  prose  treatise,  headed  "How  men  that  ben  in  hele 
sholde  visite  sike  folk;"  b&rius  at  fol.  31a,  col.  2,  and  ends  at  fol. 
32a,  col.  2;  (3)  Mandeville's  Travels,  fol.  32&,  col.  1,  to  fol.  53b, 
col.  2;  (4)  "Seiiene  Sagges,"  foL  54a,  col.  1,  to  63a,  coL  3,  written 
in  treble  columns ;  printed  by  Mr  Wright  from  this  MS.  for  the 
Pi-rcy  Society,  1845;  (5)  in  Latin,  dementis  Lantoniensis  Ecclcsie 
Presbiteri  Concordia  Quatuor  Evangelistarum,"  fol.  63&  to  the  end  ; 
see  Wi'ight's  Bibliog.  Britan.  Anglo-Norman  Period,  p.  265. 

Each  column  contains  about  60  lines,  and  the  Avhole  of  Piers  the 
Plowman,  except  49  lines,  is  contained  on  30  leaves ;  but  when 
allowances  are  made  for  the  space  occupied  by  titles  and  Latin  quota- 
tions, it  is  easily  calculated  that  the  poem  is  imperfect.  This  is,  in 
fact,  the  best  copy  of  the  MSS.  Avhich,  besides  missing  several  single 
lines,  unaccountably  omit  a  passage  near  the  beginning  of  the 
Sixteenth  Passus,  viz.  11.  56 — 91,  an  omission  which  produces  com- 
plete nonsense.  Other  lines  omitted  are  prol.  103,  196  ;  I.  117  ;  IV. 
32,  54,  57, 189  ;  V.  428,  520;  VL  3,  8,  84,  222,  223,  283,  303,  308— 
311,  315,  &c.  On  the  other  hand,  it  furnishes  a  few  additional  lines, 
some  of  which,  viz.  V.  273,  338,  569,  YI.  49,  and  XV.  224, 1  have  ad- 
mitted into  the  text,  though  few  of  them  seem  to  be  properly  alliter- 
ated.^ Yet  in  many  places  this  ]\IS.  follows  the  text  very  closely,  much 
more  so  than  MS.  W,  and  it  was  altogether  necessary  to  collate  it  care- 
fully throughout.  The  scribe  seems  to  have  taken  pains  never  to  let  the 
line  run  beyond  the  breadth  of  the  column,  so  that,  if  he  had  a  long 
line  to  write,  and  could  not  get  it  all  in,  nor  find  room  for  it  just 
above  or  below,  he  simply  omitted  the  last  word  or  a  part  of  it  !  Thus 
in  Pass.  xx.  16,  having  cheuwmmce  to  write,  he  had  only  room  for 
rhc,  and  so  left  it.  There  are  several  similar  exampl(!S.  One  very 
striking  point  about  the  T^IS.  is  the  dialect.  Coming  from  Glaston-  . 
'   See  footnote  on  p.  xii.  above.  '/ 
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bury,  we  sliould  expect  to  find  in  it  Sontliern  forms,  but  we  find 
numerous  examples  of  a  much  more  northern-looking  character  than, 
are  exhibited  by  any  other  MS.  Examples  are,  trade,  broad,  mare, 
more,  cajjes,  copes,  fram,  from,  liilk  or  elke,  each,  haunti/s  in  the 
indie,  plural,  hase  in  the  indie,  plural,  arises  and  kisses  in  the  imper. 
plural,  etc.  On  this  account,  I  have  frequently  given  the  readings 
from  C  when  the  only  variation  is  in  the  inflexion  or  spelling. 
Almost  all  through  the  poem  it  wrongly  has  and  instead  of  ac, 
so  that  it  seemed  at  last  unnecessary  to  record  it,  though  I  have  done 
so  in  a  very  great  number  of  instances.  I  believe  that  tlie  form  ac 
occurs  only  about  twice  or  three  times  throughout,  as,  e.  g.  in 
XX.  35.  An  instance  of  singular  spelling  is  the  scribe's  use  of  th  for 
t,  as  in  the  "Eomans  of  Partenay ;"  so  that  we  meet  with  thecheth 
for  techefh,  thour  for  tour  (tower),  tliel  for  tel,  loith  for  loit,  and  the 
like.  Notwithstanding  all  its  defects,  corruptions,  and  peculiarities, 
it  is  a  MS.  of  early  date  and  considerable  importance ;  a  fact  Avhich 
should  be  borne  in  mind. 

XXIII.  MS.  Bodley  814,  Oxford;  represented  in  the  footnotes 
by  the  letter  B.  This  is  the  most  disappointing  MS.  of  the  Avhole 
series.  To  all  appearances,  it  is  of  an  early  date,  and  neatly  written, 
though  without  breaks  at  the  end  of  each  paragraph.  It  might  well 
be  expected  to  rank  as  third  or  fourth  best,  but  its  real  value  is  but 
small.  It  is  on  veUum,  closely  resembling  the  Laud  MS.  in  size  and 
shape,  being  10:|:  by  7  inches  ;  it  has  94  leaves,  of  which  the  last  two 
are  blank,  the  poem  ending  on  fol.  92  a.  Each  page  contains  40  lines. 
Former  owner's  name, "  Thomas  Hobsune."  The  point  about  it  most 
worthy  of  remark  is  that  it  does  not  Vi^holly  follow  the  B-type.  It 
presents  a  combination  of  texts,  the  point  of  junction  being  some- 
where about  1.  121  of  Pass.  ii.  Before  that  point,  it  closely  resembles 
Whitaker's  (C-text)  edition,  but  afterwards  approaches  the  B-text, 
with  which,  soon  after  the  beginning  of  Pass,  iii.,  it  agrees  very 
closely  down  to  the  end  of  the  poem.  The  exact  nature  of  its  varia- 
tions is  clearly  shewn  in  the  Critical  Note  to  P.  ii.  121,  and  the  notes 
immediately  following  it.  Whence  this  form  of  the  poem  arose  it  is 
not  easy  to  tell.  As  MS.  R  represents  the  B-text,  with  amendments 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  poem,  it  may  be  that  ISIS.  B  represents  the 
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same,  with  amendments  near  tlie  beginning.  But  this  is  not  very 
likely,  and  when  we  further  observe  that  this  MS.,  dming  the  latter 
part  of  Pass.  II.,  actually  approaches  the  A-text,  we  may  feel  toler- 
ably sure  that  it  is,  in  fact,  a  corruj)t  version,  the  misarrangements  of 
which  are  due  to  the  scribe  only,  who  pieced  together  the  Prologue 
and  three  first  Passus  as  well  as  he  could,  and  then  followed  a  B-text 
copy  throughout  the  rest  of  the  poem.  This  is  rendered  more  proba- 
ble when  we  further  observe  the  extreme  corruptness  of  many  of  the 
readings  which  it  furnishes,  such  as  sohrid  for  herhericed  (V.  233), 
amendement  for  a  mendynaunt  (XIII.  3),  clerlds  for  cherlcs  (XVI.  121), 
he  for  Ms  mange  (XVIII.  81),  a  xyllgrgmioT  apierynge  (XIX.  88),  and 
the  like  ;  many  of  these  variations  being  of  a  most  senseless  charac- 
ter. Besides  this  it  omits  many  necessary  lines,  such  as  III.  18,  307, 
308,  345;  IV.  32,  54,  57;  V.  150,  223,  428,  473,  &c. ;  some  of 
which,  but  not  all,  are  also  omitted  in  MS.  C.  In  many  respects  it 
follows  MSS.  C  and  0,  so  that  the  collocation  of  letters  COB  often 
occurs,  but  it  is  invariably  the  worst  of  the  three.  Still  I  have  care- 
fully collated  it  throughout,  not  because  it  is  of  much  value,  but 
because  there  are  two  other  MSS.  (Addit.  10574  and  Calig.  A.  xi,  to 
be  described  presently)  which  so  closely  resemble  it,  that  to  collate 
one  of  these  is  practically  the  same  as  collating  all  tliree  ;  and  to  col- 
late three  MSS.  at  a  time  is  a  tiling  worth  doing.  At  the  same  time, 
I  have  considered  myself  at  liberty  not  to  give  a  few  of  the  most 
ridiculous  and  unmeaning  variations.  Moreover,  the  collation  is  of 
some  use  from  another  point  of  view ;  it  shews  how  corruption.s 
arise,  and  where  to  expect  them,  and  even  helps  to  establish  the 
correctness  of  the  text  by  mere  force  of  contrast.  I  may  add 
that  it  commonly  lias  the  endings  -id,  -is,  and  -I'j),  instead  of  -ed,  -es, 
and  -e\). 

XXIV.  MS.  Additional  10574,  in  the  British  Museum;  formerly 
No.  CII.  in  the  collection  of  Dr  Adam  Clarke.  It  is  on  vellum, 
neatly  and  closely  written,  and  apparently  of  early  date,  and  contains 
91  leaves,  being  imperfect  at  the  end.  It  terminates  at  Pass.  xx. 
352,  but  the  32  missing  lines  are  supplied  in  Dr  Clarke's  handwriting. 
Tlie  state  of  the  text  and  the  spelling  of  the  Avords  agree  so  minutely 
with  those  of  !MS.  B,  tliat  one  is  the  mere  duplicate  of  the  other ;  and. 
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as  far  as  I  can  judge,  they  arc  in  the  same  lianda-ritlvg,  and  written 
in  tlie  same  year.  Of  course  it  therefore  resemhles  the  C-text  at  first, 
and  approaches  the  B-text  at  Pass.  iii.  121 ;  see  the  Critical  IS'ote  to 
that  line  for  further  information.  See  also  p.  60  of  the  Catalogue  of 
Dr  Clarke's  MSS.,  hy  J.  l\  B.  Clarke;  1835.  At  the  end  is  the 
note — "  brought  from  kelsey  [Lincolnshire]  xxvj°  ociohris  anno 
xxxiiij"  He.  viij'"  [1542]  pe;-  me  Ion  Thynne."  This  is  in  the  same 
hand  as  the  signature  ''Ion  Thynne"  in  the  Laud  MS. 

XXV.  MS.  Cotton  CaHg.  A.  xi.  (B.  M.).     This  closely  resembles 
the  two  last,  being  probably  a  copy  of  one  or  other  of  them.     It  is  of 
later  date  than  those,  on  vellum  ;  size,  about  8|  by  6  inches.    It  con- 
tains (1)  an  imperfect  copy  of  Robert  of  Gloucester's  rimed  Chronicle 
(2)  Piers  the  Plo^\^nan,  beginning  at  fol.  170,  and  ending  at  fol.  284 
and  (3)  De  Yita  Monachorum  per  sanctum  Aldelhmum  .anTZO  709 
foU.   287,  288;    also  some  Latin  verses   on  fob   169&,   &c.      Three 
leaves  (foU.  274 — 276)  are  blank,  giving  the  impression  that  some- 
thing is  lost,  but  the  last  line  on  fol.  273&  is  Pass.  xix.  272,  and 
the  first  line  on  fol.  277  is  Pass.  xix.  273.     For  further  information, 
see  the  description  of  the  two  last  MSS.,  and  the  Critical  Xote  to  Pass. 
iii.  121. 

XXVI.  MS.  ^"0.  201  in  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford ;  given 
to  the  college  by  W.  Pulman,  M.A.,  formerly  a  fellow  of  tbis  college. 
On  vellum,  measuring  about  12  inches  by  7,  and  containing  93  leaves, 
■with  about  42  Knes  on  each  page.  "Writing  rather  loose  and  hurried. 
AU  the  Latin  quotations  in  red.  Each  paragraph  has  prefixed  to  it  the 
mark  ^,  painted  red.  This  MS.  is  of  the  B-type,  but  frequently,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  corrupt.  It  contains  several  lines  not  in  other  copies, 
but  their  genuineness  is  doubtful.  The  most  curious  point  about  it 
is  the  method  of  division  into  Passus,  Avhich  resembles  that  of  no 
other  MS.  of  any  class  whatever.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  scribe  had 
endeavoured  to  divide  it  into  Passus  how  he  could,  without  any 
guide,  and  had  added  a  few  lines  by  way  of  conclusion  and  introduc- 
tion to  each,  for  it  is  just  at  the  points  of  division  that  the  readings 
seem  to  be  the  wildest.  The  account  of  its  divisions  will  therefore 
give  the  best  idea  of  its  peculiarities. 
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Passus  I.  begins — ^In  some/-  sesou?i  •  whan  softe  -was  the  sunne  ; 

ends — Or  Eochel  or  Eoineney  •  j^e  roost  to  diffy^e. 
Explicit  passus  Primus  Petri  Ploiihman.      Licip It  Passus  Secundus. 

II.  begins — WTiat  j?i3  Moiuitey/i  menejj  •  &  jie  derke^  dale  [i.  1]  ; 
ends — Imaynolengere lenge  few/t/^  -ourelord  looke fe  euere  [i.  207]. 

Explicit  Passus  Secundus  de  visione  Petri  Ploultman.    Lacipit  Passus 
Tercius. 

III.  begins — I  Co\Tbet  3yt  on  my  Icnees  •  &  gradde  hire  of  grace  [ii.  1] ; 
ends — &  also  wepte  &  weylede  •  for  she  was  a-tacliid  [ii.  236]. 

Explicit  Passus  Tercius.     Incipiit  Passus  Quartus. 

IV.  begins — ^N'ow  is  Meede  j^e  Mayd  •  &  no  mo  of  alle  [iii.  1] ; 
ends — To  heryn  Matinj^s  of  ))e  day  •  &  a  Messe  after  [v.  2]. 

Explicit  Passus  Quartus.     Incipit  Passus  Quintus. 

V.  begins — Off  wj'nkynge  y  waked  fo  •  &.  wo  was  y  yvitli  aUe  [v.  3]  ; 
ends — At  fe  daye  of  dome  •  we  dide  fat  we  hy???  hy^hte  [vii.  200]. 

Explicit  Passus  Quintus.     Incipit  Passus  Scxtus. 

VI.  begins — And  wa?zne  y  awaked  was  •  y  wondred  were  y  Avere, 

Tyl  pat  y  be-|)0whte  me  •  what  pyng  y  dremede, 
&  y-Eobet^  in  russet  •  ga?j  rome  a-bowhte  [viii.  1]  ; 
ends — &  dryvej)  awey  dowel  •  oonly  foru  dedly  synne  [ix.  20G]. 
Exp)licit  Passus  Sextns.     Incipit  Passus  Septimus. 

VII.  begiyis — Sire  wit  hadde  aAvif  •  Avas  klepiddame  stodye  [x.  1] ; 
ends — Jjanne  scripture  skorncde  me  ■  &  a  skele  me  tolde, 

For  me  lakkede  latyn  •  lyght  by  me  he  sette, 

&  seyde,  midti  multa  sciunt,  ^  se  ipsos  nesciunt. 
j)0  for  sorsve  y  wepte  •  &  was  wroth^  of  hire  speche, 
&  of  myn  wynl\ynge  y  a-wook  •  &  wondrede  ]ja/2ne 
Of  alle  fe  dremes  fat  y  drempte  •  so  dauwgerous  fei  were, 
&  iu)-ned  me  on  })e  ofer  syde  •  for  to  take  mjn  eese  [xi.  1 — 3] ;  * 
Explicit  Passus  Sep)timus  de  Dowel.     Incipit  Passus  Octauus. 

1  By  a  mistake,  the  initial  letter  is  a  capital  A,  inside  whicli  is  a  rude  drawing 
of  the  poet,  dozing  and  dreaming  in  an  uncomfortable  sitting  attitude. 

2  Over  an  erasure.     It  probably  had  merke  originally. 

3  The  its.  has  "  Robt,"  with  a  stroke  through  the  h.  Perhaps  it  means  "&  y, 
Eobcrt,  in  russet,"  &c.  If  so,  it  may  be  from  this  misreading  that  the  fiction  arose 
which  gave  to  the  author  the  name  of  Boberl. 

*  I  consider  the  last  three  lines  to  be  spurious. 
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VIII.  begins — And  as  y  Lay  &  lookede  •  vpon  fie  lau?ide  grene, 
I  jjoulite  on  fe  Metelis  •  hou  me/'veyloMS  fei  were, 

Tyl  sodynly  hevynesse  •  on  slepe  brouht  me  Jja^zne. 
Anore  a  merveylous  metelys  •  me  tydde  to  dreme ; 
For  y  was  ravisshid  ■  &  Fortune  me  fette,  &  in-to  jjc  lond  of 
longywge,  &c.  [xi.  4—7]  ; 
ends — fe  wiclie  y  pr(?yse  fere  pacyence  is  •  more  perfy3t  fan  is 
rycchesse  [xi.  310]. 
&  fus  y  fel  in  fowhtis  feele  •  flappynge  in  \\\jn  herte, 
J)«t  alle  my?i  spiritys  wery?i  sore  stoned  •  &  \ieryaiih  y  wakned, 
&  as  manye  &  feele  fowlitis  •  felle  flappynge  in  lujn  herte, 
Alle  myw  spirytis  Avery?i  stoned  •  &  ferwitA  y  a-waked,-*^ 
&  ful  sore  sy3h.ede  •  fe  syghte  was  so  mervylons, 
&  streyhte  me  &  tzirned  me  ■  &  to  my-selue  y  seid, 
J)is  ys  a  myghil  merveyle  •  what  meny?zge  it  menef, 
&  in  fis  fowht  stiUe  y  lay  •  a  long  tyme  after. 
KxpUcit  Passus  Octauiis.     Tncipit  Passus  Norms. 

IX.  begins — As  y  lay  &  lokede  forji  •  lowe  vpon  fe  greenc, 
I  fel  in  a  slu??ihry?2ge  •  &  sone  to  me  cam  keende, 

&  ne??ipnyd  me  by  my  name  •  &  bad  me  neniy«  hede.^ 
Of  fe  worchynge  of  fis  world  •  v/it  for  to  take, 
&  on  hey3  Mou?zteyn  •  fat  Mydlerd  hette  [xi.  312—315]  ; 
ends — &  myche  merthe  &  ma?died  *  &  wrt/i  fat  word  he  vanshede 
[xii.  293]. 
Explicit  Passus  Nonus.     Incipit  Passus  Decimus. 

X.  begins — Awake  y  gan  ferwz't/i  •  witles  neer-honde  [xiii.  1] ; 
ends — &  wepte  &  wey3lede  •  &  f  erw^'t7^-  y  awakede  [xiv.  332], 

Explicit  Passus  JC"\    Incipit  Passus  XV". 

XI.  &eg'{ws— After  my  wakynge  •  it  was  longe  after  [xv.  1]  ; 
ends — vitam  eternam.     amen.  [xv.  601]. 

Explicit  Passus  XP".     Incipit  Passus  XII'". 

XII.  begins — AGeyn  y  gan  to  sleepe  softe  •  &  my  syjde  y  gan  to  turnc, 
&  a-noon  y  sey^,  as  y  sey3  erst  •  &  spak  to  hy?n  with  mowf  e,^ 

'  These  lines  are  thus  repeated.    I  do  not  admire  the  "  flappynge  in  niyn  herte." 
It  is  surely  spurious. 

*  Again  two  spui-ious  lines. 
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Kow,  fayre  falle  30\v,  qwod  y  ])0  •  for  30111-6  fayre  scliewynge  [xvi.  1]  ; 
gf^ds — ])an  y  waknede  per^-ith  •  &  wipyd  lx>))e  mjn  ey3es  [xvi.  167], 
&  for  y  hadde  .so  soore  y-slept  •  sory  was  y  jjanne, 
&  on  ]3e  dremywge  y  dre??ipte  •  euery  do}Tige  y  jjowhte. 
Explicit  Passus  XIP".     Incijnt  Passus  XIII'". 

XIII.  begins — And  whan  y  hadde  longe  ley?t  •  y  laAvhte  to  me  herte, 
&  after  Pers  plowhmara  •  y  pry3ede  &  starede  [xvi.  168]  ; 

ends — &  wente  awey  as  pe  wynd  •  &  ]>eTwith  y  waknede  [xvii.  350]. 
Explicit  Passus  XIII"\     Incipit  Passus  XIIII'". 

XIV.  ljegi?is — An  wellowerd  [sic]  &  wctschod  •  y  Avente  forf  fanne 

[xviii.  1]  ; 
ejids — pat  pei-e  ne  may  no  grisly  goost  •  glyde  peve  it  schadwc)? 
[xviii.  431]. 
Explicit  Passus  XI I  IP".     Incipit  Passus  XV'". 

XV.  hegins — Anon  y  wakned  .^  p^n  y  Avroot  •  what  pai  y  dremcde  [xix.  1  ] ; 
ends — &  y  wroot  as  y  mette  [xix.  478]. 

Explicit  Passns  XV'".     Incipit  Passus  XVI"\ 

XVI.  begins-  —And  wan  y  was  wakned  •  y  wente  for])  aloone, 

Sy3ghenge  &  evycheryd  [sic]  •  &  elcnge  in  herte  [xx.  1,2]; 
ends — So  sore  he  gradde  after  grace  •  pat  [I] '  hegan  a-Avake, 
Exjjlicit. 
In  the  date-passage  (xiii.  270)  it  has — 

"  A  thowsand  &  pre  hiuKlr^'d  3eere  •  &  two  &  xx*''  &  ten  " — 

which  is  utterly  "WTong.  It  is  evidently  an  inferior  MS.  ;  yet  it  may 
be  worth  consulting  in  a  case  of  difficulty.  Thus  in  xiA^  188  it 
reads — "  &  if  f>e  pjowke  plede,"  &c. — which  is  unquestionahly  right. 

XXVII.  MS.  ^0.  201  in  the  Kbrary  of  Caius  College,  Cambridge. 
This  is  a  mere  transcript,  and  not  altogether  an  accurate  one,  of 
Rogers's  printed  edition  of  1561.  At  the  end  is  a  copy  of  tlie 
stanza  which  is  found  prefixed  to  the  early  editions  of  the  "  Crede," 
and  several  blank  leaves  are  left,  evidently  for  the  purpose  of  tran- 
scribing the  "  Crcde  "  also.     It  is  obviously  of  no  value. 

Comparison  of  the  MSS.,  and  their  suh-classcs.  I  would  liere  add, 
by  way  of  recapitulation  and  a  more  complete  exhibition  of  the  rela- 

'  Tlic  ^IS.  has  had  he,  but  it  lias  been  erased. 
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tion  of  the  ]\ISS.  to  each  other,  that  they  arc  divisilile  into  suh-classcs, 
each  of  wliich  possesses  certain  characteristics.  Tlie  agreement  of 
those  in  the  same  sub-class  is  very  close, 

(a)  1.  Laud  Misc.  581  (L).    Here  printed. 

2.  Eawl.  Poet.  38  (R) ;  has  later  additions. 

(b)  1.  Mr  Yates  Thompson's  MS.  (Y).    A  fair  text. 

2.  Camb.  Univ.  Lib.  Dd.  1.  17  (C).    Lnperfect^  having  lost 

a  passage  in  Passiis  xvi. 

3.  Bodley   814   (B).      Similarly    imperfect,   and   frequently 

corrupted. 

4.  Addit.  10574.     Almost  a  duplicate  of  the  last. 

5.  Cotton  Calig.  A.  xi.     Practically  a  later  copy  of  B, 

(c)  I.  Oriel  79  (0).     A  fair  copy,  but  has  lost  four  leaves. 

2.  Camb.  Univ.  Lib.  LL  4.  14  (C2).    Practically  a  later  copy 
of  0,  but  contains  the  whole  text. 

(d)  1.   Trill.  Coll  Camb.  B.  15.  17  (W).     Printed  by  Mr  Wright. 
2.  The  MS.  printed  by  Crowley. 

To  the  remaining  MSS.  I  cannot  certainly  assign  the  right  sub-class. 
Hence  it  appears  that  Mr  Wright's  text  is,  as  regards  its  sub-class, 
more  remotely  distant  from  our  text  than  any  other ;  that  is,  its 
differences  of  reading  are  ivider  differences.  Nevertheless,  by  reason 
of  its  exhibiting  a  very  pure  text,  it  frequently  comes  very  near  to  our 
text,  and  is  apparently  closer  to  it  than  luany  others  in  many  passages. 
If  the  reader  will  reflect  upon  it,  he  may  see  that  a  first-rate  MS.  of 
the  fourth  sub-class  may  be  greatly  preferable  to  inferior  MSS.  of 
higher  sub-classes.     Such  is  certainly  the  fact  in  this  instance. 

§    6.    DESCRIPTION    OF    THE    PRINTED    EDITIONS    (b-TEXT). 

Of  the  earliest  printed  editions  by  Eobert  Crowley,  there  are 
certainly  three  different  impressions,  all  printed  in  one  year,  viz.  in 
1550. 

{a)  The  first  impression  has  on  the  title-page — "  The  Vision  of 
Pierce  Plowman,  now  fyrste  imprynted  by  Eoberte  Crowley,  dwellyng 
in  Ely  rentes  in  Holburne.     Anno  Domini.  1505.^     Cum  priuilegio 

'  An  evident  mistake  for  1-5.50.  Ncithci-  Lowndes  nor  Hazlitt  seem  to  have 
observed  this  singular  misprint ;  but  see  Ames,  'i'ypogr.  Antiq.  ii.  758. 
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ad  imprimencliu??  solum."  It  contains  117  leaves,  not  including  tlie 
title  or  the  leaf  on  whicli  is  the  printer's  address  to  the  reader,  or  119 
leaves  in  all.  The  signature  of  Fol.  cxvii.  is  Gg  1.  Copies  are 
rather  scarce ;  there  are,  however,  two  in  the  British  Museum,  of 
which  the  one,  on  paper,  was  once  the  property  of  Thomas  Tyrwhitt, 
and  the  other,  on  veUum,  is  in  the  Grenville  collection.  The  most 
interesting  part  of  it  is  Crowley's  address,  which  is  worth  reprinting 
here.     It  is  as  follows. 

"  The  Printer  to  the  Eeader. 

BEynge  desyerous  to  knowe  the  name  of  the  Autoure  of  this  most 
worthy  worke  (gentle  reader)  and  the  tyine  of  the  "writjTige  of  the 
same :  I  did  not  onely  gather  togyther  suche  aunciente  copies  as  I 
could  come  by,  but  also  consult  such  me  as  I  knew  to  be  more 
exercised  in  the  studie  of  antiquities,  then  I  my  selfe  haue  ben.  And 
by  some  of  them  I  haue  learned  that  the  Autour  was  named  Eoberte 
langelande,  a  Shropshere  man  borne  in  Cleybirie,  aboute  viii.  niyles 
from  Maluerne  hilles.^ 

For  the  time  when  it  was  written  :  it  chaunced  me  to  se  an 
auncient  copye,  in  the  later  ende  wherof  was  noted,  that  the  same 
copye  was  written  in  the  yere  of  oure  Lorde  .j\I.iiii.C.  and  npTe,^ 
which  was  before  thys  presente  yere,  an  hundred  &  xli.  yeres.  And 
in  the  seconde  side  of  the  .Ixviii.  leafe  of  thys  printed  copye,  I 
finde  motion  of  a  dere  yere,  that  was  in  the  yere  of  oure  Lorde, 
!M.iii.  hundred  and  .L.^  lohn  Cluchester  than  beynge  mayre  of 
London.  So  that  this  I  may  be  bold  to  reporte,  that  it  was  fyrste 
made  and  wrytten  after  the  yeare  of  our  lord  .M.iii.C.L.  and 
before  the  yere  .]\I,iiiiC,  and  .ix  v.'hich  meane  spase  was  .lix  yeres. 
We  may  lastly  coiect  therfore  y*  it  was  firste  ^ratten  about  two 
hundred  yeres  paste,  in  the  tyme  of  Kynge  Edwarde  the  tliyrdc.     In 

^  Without  doubt,  Crowley's  authority  was  Joliu  Bale.  I  consider  tlic  distance 
from  Clcobury  Mortimer  to  the  Malvern  Hills  to  be  rather  along  "eight  miles." 

■■*  An  important  statement,  and  a  very  probable  one.  IVIS.  Doujc  104  (C-typc) 
is  dated  in  the  sixtli  year  of  Ilonry  VI.,  i.  e.  1427  or  142S. 

^  Crowley's  MS.  was  wrong,  as  has  been  explained  ;  Chichester  was  mayor  in 
i;i70. 
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whoso  tynie  it  pleased  God  to  open  the  eyes  of  many  to  se  hys  trutli, 
gelling  them  boldenes  of  herte,  to  open  their  mouthes  and  crye  onto 
agaynste  the  -vvorckes  of  darckenes,  as  did  lohn  wicklefe,  who  also 
in  those  dayes  translated  the  holye  Bible  into  the  Englishe  tonge, 
and  this  writer  who  in  reportynge  certaine  visions  and  dreames,  that 
he  fayned  liim  selfe  to  haiie  dreamed :  doeth  moste  christianlye  en- 
struct  the  weake,  and  sharply  rebuke  the  obstinate  blynde.  There  is 
no  maner  of  vice,  tliat  reigneth  in  anye  estate  of  men,  whiche  this 
wryter  hath  not  godly,  learnedlye,  and  Avittilye,  rebuked.  He  -wrote 
altogyther  in  miter  :  but  not  after  y"  maner  ^f  our  rimers  that  -nTite 
nowe  adayes  (for  liis  verses  ende  not  alike)  but  the  nature  of  hys 
miter  is,  to  haiie  thre  wordes  at  the  leaste  in  euery  verse  whiche 
beginne  with  some  one  letter.  As  for  ensample,  the  firste  two  verses 
of  the  boke  renne  vpon  .s.  as  thus. 

In  a  somer  season  whan  sette  '  was  the  Siinne, 
I  shope  me  into  shrobbes,  as  I  a  shepe  were. 

The  next  runneth  vpon  .H.  as  thus. 

In  habite  as  an  Hermite  vnholy  of  werckes.  &.c. 

This  thinge  noted,  the  miter  shal  be  very  pleasaimt  to  read.  The 
Englishe  is  according  to  the  time  it  was  written  in,  and  the  sence 
somewhat  darcke,  but  not  so  harde,  but  that  it  may  be  vnderstande 
of  suche  as  will  not  sticke  to  breake  the  shell  of  the  nutte  for  the 
kernelles  sake. 

As  for  that  is  written  in  the  .xxx^vt.  leafe  of  thys  boke  con- 
cernynge  a  dearth  the  to  come  :  is  spoke  by  the  knoweledge  of  astrono- 
mic as  may  wel  be  gathered  bi  that  he  saith,  Saturne  sente  him  to 
tell  2  And  that  whiche  foloweth  and  geueth  it  the  face  of  a  prophe- 
cye :  is  lyke  to  be  a  thinge  added  of  some  other  man  than  the  fyrste 
aiitour.  For  diuerse  copies  haiie  it  diuerslye.  For  where  the  copie 
that  I  folowe  hath  thus. 

'  A  convincing  proof  to  me  that  Crowley's  MS.  hal  so/te,  which  he  misread. 
The  old  form  of  the  past  participle  was  set,  not  sette. 
2  See  Pass.  vi.  327—329. 
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And  when  you^  se  the  sunne  amisse,  &  two^  monkes  heades 
And  a  mayde  haue  the  maistrye,  and  multiplie  by  eyght.' 
Some  other  haue 

Three  shyppes  and  a  shefe,  wyth  an  eight  folowynge 
Shall  brynge  bale  and  batteU,  on  both  halfe  the  mone.^ 

Nowe  for  that  whiche  is  written  in  the  .1,  Icafe,  cocerning  the 
suppression  of  Abbaies :  the  scripture  there  alledged,  declaretli  it 
to  be  gathered  of  the  iuste  iudgment  of  god,  whoe  wyll  not  suffer 
abomination  to  raigne  vnpunished.^ 

Loke  not  vpon  this  boke  therfore,  to  talke  of  wonders  paste  or  to 

come,  but  to  amende  thyne  owne  misse,  which  thou  shalt  fynd  here 

moste  charitably  rebuked.     The  spirite  of  god  gyue 

the  grace  to  walke  in  the  Avaye  of  truthe, 

to  Gods  glory,  &  thyne  owne 

soules  healthe. 

So  be  it." 

The  first  impression  has  a  few  marginal  notes,  but  these  are  far 
less  numerous  than  in  the  later  impressions. 

(h)  The  second  and  thkd  impressions  are  both  said  to  be  *'  nowo 
the  seconde  time  imprinted,"  so  that  it  is  not  easy  to  say  Avhich  was 
printed  first,  nor  can  we  be  always  sure  that  the  copies  are  always 
bound  up  rightly.  Indeed,  it  is  clear  that  quires  of  one  impression 
are  sometimes  supplemented  by  quires  from  the  other.  But  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  true  second  impression  is  that  which  resembles  the  first 
most  nearly,  and  the  right  title-page  runs  as  follows.  "The  vision  of 
Pierce  Plowman,  nowe  the  seconde  time  imprinted  by  Roberte  Crowley 
dAvellynge  in  Elye  rentes  in  Holburne.  Whereunto  are  added  cer- 
tayne  notes  and  cotations  in  the  mcrgyne,  geuyngc  light  to  the  Reader. 

^  Of  course  his  MS.  had  i/e  in  the  nominative  ;  accordingly,  in  the  text  itself,  he 
printed  ye. 

'  The  second  impression  reads  thre  here,  bnt  both  impressions  read  tico  in  the 
passage  as  it  stands  in  his  text. 

3  In  the  text  itself,  the  first  impression  has  cif//if,  but  later  impressions  have 

•  A  clear  proof  that  Crowley  also  had  access  to  a  i\IS.  of  the  C-type  ;  see  Whit- 
akcr's  edition,  p.  146.     It  is  odd  that  lie  noticed  only  this  one  variation. 

*  Pass.  X.  317—327. 
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Ami  iu  tlie  bcgynning  is  set  a  briefe  summc  of  all  the  principall 
matters  spoken  of  in  the  boke.  And  as  the  boke  is  deuided  into 
twenty  partes  called  Passus :  so  is  the  Summary  diuided,  for  euery 
parte  hys  summarie,  rehearsynge  the  matters  spoken  of  in  euerye 
parte,  euen  in  snche  order  as  they  stande  there.  Imprinted  at  London 
by  Eoberte  Crowley,  dwellyng  in  Elye  rentes  in  Ilolburne.  The  yere 
of  onr  Lord  .]\I.D.L.  Cum  priuilegio  ad  imprimendum  solum." 
And  on  the  last  page,  we  find  in  the  third  line  (Pass.  xx.  381)  the 
words  Fryers  and  fimlinr/,  as  in  the  first  impression,  and  the  colophon 
begins  with  "  Imprinted."  There  is  a  copy  of  this  description  in  the 
British  Museum,  marked  1077  g  2,  and  another  is  in  Heber's  Cata- 
logue;  Part  IX.  no.  1717. 

(c)  In  that  which  is  really  a  t/iird  impression,  the  title-page 
is  almost  exactly  the  same,  but  the  name  of  the  printer  is  spelt 
"  Crowlye  "  where  it  first  occurs.  On  the  last  page,  we  find  Friers 
and  findinge  instead  of  Fryers  and  finding,  and  the  colophon  begins 
with  "  Imprynted,"  spelt  with  y.  There  is  a  copy  of  this  description 
in  the  British  Museum,  marked  11623  c,  and  another  in  the  library 
of  King's  College,  Cambridge  ;  ^  see  also  Heber's  Catalogue  ;  Part  IX. 
no.  1716. 

But  all  three  impressions  are  much  alike.  The  chief  differences 
are,  that  the  two  later  impressions  have  many  more  marginal  notes, 
a  few  additional  lines,^  and  also  6  extra  leaves  between  the  printer's 
preface  and  the  poem  itself,  containing  a  brief  argument  or  abstract 
of  the  prologue  and  of  each  of  the  Passus.^  The  first  impression  is 
the  most  correct ;  also  the  third  impression  is  much  less  correct  than 
the  second,  and  considerably  inferior  to  it. 

{d)  The  next  edition  was  by  Owen  Eogers,  in  1561.  The  title 
is — "The  Vision  of  Pierce  Plowman,    newlye  imprynted  after  the 

1  I  have  a  copy  of  my  OAvn,  which  differs  from  the  Museum  copy  in  the  title-page, 
and  throughout  quire  D.  I  take  my  copy  to  have  a  wrong  title-page,  but  in  quire 
D  it  is  the  B.  M.  copy  that  is  at  fault. 

2  Some  are  from  an  A-text  (see  Critical  Note  to  prol.  215),  and  some  from  a 
B-text  of  subclass  b  (see  Critical  Note  to  v.  273).  By  observing  these,  and  note  4 
on  the  last  page,  we  see  that  Crowley  had  access  to  four  MSS.  at  least. 

^  The  only  thing  that  calls  for  remark  here  is  that  Crowley,  in  making  an  ab- 
stract of  Pass,  viii.,  identifies  "  Pierce  "  with  the  dreamer,  a  blunder  which  has 
lasted  ever  since,  and  may  last  a  long  while  vet. 
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autliouvs  olde  copy,  with  a  brefe  siinimary  of  the  principall  matters  set 
before  euery  part  called  Passus.  Wherevnto  is  also  annexed  the 
Crede  of  Pierce  Plowman,  neuer  imprinted  with  the  booke  before.^ 
IT  Imprynted  at  London,  by  Owen  Eogers,  dwellyng  neare  vnto 
great  Saint  Bartelmewes  Gate,  at  the  sygne  of  the  spred  Egle. 
IT  The  yere  of  our  Lorde  God,  a  thousand,  fyue  hundred,  thre  score 
and  one.  The  .xxi.  daye  of  the  IMoneth  of  Februarye.  Cum  priui- 
legio  ad  imprimendum  solum."  This  is  a  careless  reprint  of  Crowley's 
third  issue,  and  is  almost  worthless.  It  omits  some  lines,  as  e.  g. 
Pass.  1.  39,  which  Crowley  retains.  The  "  Crede,"  though  mentioned 
in  the  title-page,  is  not  always  found  in  the  volume. 

(e)  "  The  vision  and  the  creed  of  Piers  Ploughman ;  newly  im- 
printed." Edited  by  Thomas  Wright,  M.A.,  P.S.A.,  &c.  In  two 
volumes.     London:  Wilham  Pickering.     12mo  ;  1842. 

(/)  The  same  ;  second  and  revised  edition.  London  :  J.  It. 
Smith.     12mo;  1856.2 

Tyrwhitt  has  expressed  an  opmion  (note  57  to  Essay  on  the 
Language  of  Chaucer)  that  Crowley's  edition  Avas  "  printed  from  so 
faulty  and  imperfect  a  MS.  that  the  author,  whoever  he  was,  would 
find  it  difficult  to  recognize  his  own  work."  On  the  other  hand,  Mr 
"Wright  observes  (Introd.  to  P.  PI.  2nd  ed.  p.  xxxvi)  that  "  it  is  clear 
that  Crowley  had  obtained  an  excellent  manuscript."  Yet  the  two 
statements  are  easily  reconciled,  for  the  "  faultiness  and  imperfection" 
which  Tyrwhitt  justly  attributes  to  Crowley's  edition  are  clearly  the 
result  of  his  inability,  in  numerous  instances,  to  read  the  text  cor- 
rectly. After  collating  Crowley's  edition  throughout  (many  of  the 
results  of  which  collation  wiU  be  found  in  the  Critical  Notes), 
it  becomes  manifest  that  the  frequent  blunders  are  Crowley's  own, 
and  his  MS.  must  have  been  extremely  good,  even  better  at  times,  I 
venture  to  think,  than  the  one  which  Mr  Wright  has  printed.  For 
instance,  it  preserved  Prol.  170,  IL  186,  Y.  90,  XYIIL  361,  XIX. 
86,  and  XX.  299,  which  MS.  W.  omits,  although  it  had,  in  common 

'  It  had  l)ccn  imprinted  by  "Wolfe  in  1553,  but  not  "  with  the  booke." 
2  It  may  seem  superfluous  to  say  anything  here  concerning  ]\Ir  Wright's  wcll- 
knowa  and  excellent  edition  ;  but  it  would  hardly  be  just  not  to  confess  my  very 
gnat  obligations  to  it.     ^yithout  its  hdp  my  work  would,  at  the  least,  have  been 
doubled. 
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Avith  that  j\IS.,  lost  I.  lio,  XII.  105,  and  XV.  367.  It  is  therefore 
to  be  regretted  tliat  Crowley's  MS.  has  not  yet  been  found.  In  one 
passage  (Y.  116)  it  has  a  most  singular  addition. 

"  Saint  Gregory  was  a  good  pope,  &  had  a  good  forwyt 
That  no  priores  were  priest,  for  y*  he  prouided  ^ 
Lest  happeli  they  had  had  no  grace,  to  hold  harlatri  in, 
For  they  are  ticle  of  her  tonges,  &  muste  al  secretes  tel." 

The  two  last  lines  are  in  no  other  copy,  yet  I  do  not  think  Crowley 
invented  them,  as  there  is  no  other  instance,  at  least,  of  his  having 
added  toliis  text.^  By  this  extra  line,  and  by  the  list  of  lines  above 
which  it  has  preserved  and  lost,  it  may  easily  be  identified,  if  found.^ 

Ha-\ang  had  occasion  to  read  Mr  Wright's  second  edition  many 
times  over,  at  the  same  time  that  I  have  been  consulting  the 
MS.  which  he  used,  I  have  observed  a  few  trivial  misprints,  and  I 
here  give  a  list  of  them,  rather  for  the  sake  of  completeness  than 
because  they  are  of  any  importance.  I  refer  to  the  lines,  as  numbered 
in  his  editions,  and  mark  with  an  asterisk  those  lines  which  are  cor- 
rectly printed  in  his  Jirst  edition. 

935*.  Head  fructum.  1341.  For  2^ennes  read  thennes  {\>ennes  in 
]\IS.).  1465.  Insert  a  after  is.  1957.  Eead  sergeant.  2045.  For  Leve 
read  I  leve.  2257.  For  nowe  read  mowe.  2418.  For  at  read  al. 
2505.  For  Ulc  read  ye.  2701*.  Eead  herof.  2865.  Read  al  to-torn, 
3233.  Read  And.  3383.  Read  no  gUt.  3387.  Read  avow  (MS.  auow). 
3522.  After  tuam  add  deus.  3555*.  Read  Synay.  3559.  For  and 
read  in.  3619.  For  helps  read  licltlie  (MS.  hel^e).  3807.  After  in 
insert  a.  3949.  Read  Quia.  4008.  For  his  read  tliis  (MS.  \is). 
4242.  Read  portate.  4272.  Read  pro.  4465*.  For  her  read  her-of. 
5064.  Read  is  not  dronhelewe.  5108*.  For  the  read  he.  5158*, 
Eead  is  it.  5384*.  Read  minuentur.  5553.  For  or  read  on.  5684*. 
Read /or.    6168.  Read  To  salve  (MS.  to  salue).    6186.  'Read,  mansede 

1  This  •word  prouided  is  perhaps  a  better  reading  than  is  furnished  by  any  other 
copy.     It  keeps  up  the  alliteration,  and  strikes  one  as  being  right. 

2  In  three  instances  only,  he  falsifies  his  text  of  set  purpose ;  see  Critical  Notes 
to  vii.  196,  xii.  87,  and  xiii.  159. 

3  Crowley  has  also  two  lines  in  Passus  iii.,  viz.  after  1.  30  and  1.  161  respect- 
ively (given  in  the  Critical  Notes),  which  appear  nowhere  else. 
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(as  directed  in  Mr  Wright's  note).  6188.  After  That  insert  al.  6234. 
Eead  Be  hemself.  6378.  Eead  gaf.  6561.  For  And  read  But 
665 L  YoT  and  xesid  quod.  6 G 67.  ¥ov  Ne  read  No  (MS.  no).  6781. 
Eead  The  defaute  (MS.  fe  defaute).  7134*.  For  ne  read  no.  7141. 
Eead  dlscerne.  7292.  For  a?ic?  read  I.  7625.  Eead  iV^oZiYe  judicare, 
et  non.  8103*.  Eead  Edentes.  After  1.  8127  (ending  iDcenitentiam) 
insert — And  sitlithe  he  broughte  us  drynke  Dia  perseverans.  [See 
note  to  XIII.  49.]  8776*.  For  Of  read  Or  (MS.  or).  8801*.  For 
Nor  read  For  (MS.  /o>-).  8915.  Eead  God  or.  8936.  After  icasahen 
insert  iY.  9192*.  For  mt/??^  read  ?w«?/.  9207.  Eead  Z)e  c^eZ/cm',  9566, 
Omit  no  after  do.  10233*.  Eead  Founde.  10265*.  For  jFo  read  To 
(MS.  j'o).  10515.  For  noio  read  ??io?i;.  11451*.  Omit  the  third  to. 
12854*.  Omit  the.  13082.  For  so  read  se.  13946*.  Eead  And  nede 
ne.     13966.  Eead  So  Nede  at.     14311*.  For  hande  read  hadde. 

In  most  of  the  Latin  quotations,  Mr  Wright  has  purposely  made 
the  spelling  conform  with  the  usual  mode,  printing  sed  for  set,  com- 
modat  for  comodat,  scintilla  for  sintilla,  and  the  lilve.  There  are  also 
a  few  places  where  a  question  of  editing  arises.  Thus,  I  should  be 
inclined  to  read  hojiched,  not  houched  (147),  y-houted,  not  y-lionted 
(1318),  icijuen,  not  unjnen  (2530),  solue,  not  solne  (3319),  lenen,  not 
leoen  (3826),  lene,  not  leve  (4240),  meue,  not  mene  (5836),  meuesfoio, 
not  mcncstow  (6149),  engreyncn,  not  engreyvcn  (8941).  Tlie  MS.  can, 
of  course,  he  read  either  way.  It  is  the  old  difficulty  of  having-  tp 
decide  between  n  and  u. 

It  is  sometimes  a  little  difficult  to  find  one's  place  in  Mr  Wright's 
book.     The  following  table  may  be  of  service  in  this  respect. 

Pass. 


I.  p. 

15 

Eass. 

VIII. 

p.  151 

Pass.       XV. 

p.  294 

II.     ;, 

28 

IX. 

„  1.59 

„       XVI. 

„  330 

III.     „ 

43 

X. 

„  173 

„      XVIL 

„  348 

IV.  „ 

65 

XL 

„  202 

„    XVIIL 

„  369 

V.  „ 

77 

XTL 

,,  228 

„       XIX. 

„  396 

VI.  „ 

117 

XIII. 

„  246 

XX. 

„  425 

VII.  „ 

138 

XIV. 

„  273 

If  sixteen  lines  be  allowed  to  every  page,  this  will  generally  give  the 
place  very  nearly.    Thus,  to  find  Pass.  XV.  400:   Divide  400  by  16, 
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and  the  result  is  25  ;  add  25  to  294  (on  which  page  Pass.  XV. 
begins)  and  we  have  319  as  the  page  on  which  XV.  400  occurs, 
which  is  quite  right.  Another  method  is  to  keep  an  eye  on  the 
nearest  Latin  quotation,  which  heing  in  italics,  is  easily  noticed. 

§    7.    CHARACTER    OF    THE   B-TEXT. 

The  remarks  I  have  now  to  make  have  reference  only  to  the  form, 
not  the  matter,  of  the  text  printed  in  this  volume.  The  A-text  (vol. 
i.)  shewed  the  poem  as  originally  sketched,  and  the  MSS.  of  it  were 
found  to  he  in  most  cases  imperfect  either  a^^  the  beginning  or  end, 
and  there  were  a  considerable  number  of  various  readings.  But  the 
B-text,  though  nearly  tliree  times  the  length,  is  frequently  found  in  a 
perfect  state,  and  the  numerous  MSS.  of  it  agree  together  in  a  way 
which  is  sometimes  astonishing.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  five 
consecutive  lines  alike  in  all  the  MSS.  as  far  as  arrangement  of  the 
words  is  concerned,  and  this  likeness  sometimes  prevails  even  to 
minute  correspondences  of  inflections  and  spelling.  Hence  there  is 
a  certainty,  a  fijmness,  and  a  conclusiveness  about  the  text  which  is 
very  satisfactory.  There  are  probably  more  doubtful  points  in  a 
single  Canterbury  Tale  or  in  a  single  Act  in  some  of  Shakespeare's 
plays  than  in  the  whole  of  the  B-text  of  Piers  the  Plowman.  The 
alliterative  form  of  it  has  conduced  to  this  ;  for,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  alliteration  greatly  assists  the  memory,  so  that  I  find,  for 
instance,  that  it  is  easy  to  retain  thousands  of  lines  of  it  by  heart, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  there  has  been  no  temptation  to  scribes 
to  "  improve  "  it  by  the  addition  or  subtraction  of  syllables,  because 
a  syllable  more  or  less  makes  no  such  difference  as  it  does  in  Chaucer. 
I  wish  especially  to  draw  the  reader's  attention  to  this,  that  he 
may  remember,  once  for  all,  that  any  "  conjectural  emendations " 
are,  in  general,  entirely  out  of  the  question,  "Wherever  the  read- 
ing has  been  doubtful,  I  have  consulted  either  the  A-text,  or  the 
C-text,  or  else  more  MSS.  of  the  B-type,  so  that  the  resulting  text  has 
almost  always  plenty  to  support  it.  A  glance  at  the  footnotes  will 
shew  that,  though  more  MSS.  have  been  collated  than  were  collated 
for  the  A-text,  the  footnotes  occupy  less  space,  and  that  I  have  fre- 
quently  found  room  for  giving   variations   of  a  somewhat  minute 
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character,  such  as  the  spellings  of  uncommou  words,  or  examples  of 
dialectal  forms.  I  shall  only  add  here  that,  regarding  each  of  the 
three  forms  of  the  poem  in  its  integrity,  the  B-text  is  the  best  of  the 
three. 

§    8.       ALLUSIONS    IN    THE   B-TEXT. 

Without  giving  a  full  account  of  all  the  very  numerous  allusions 
to  places  and  events  in  the  B-text,  I  coUect  here  a  few  of  the  most 
useful  ones. 

Allusions  to  himself.  The  author  says  he  was  nicknamed  "  Long 
AViUe,"  XV.  148.  AUusions  to  his  name  "Wille,"  V.  62,  VIII. 
124.  His  wife  Kitte  and  daughter  Kalote,  XVIII.  426.  He  is  forty- 
five  years  old,  XI.  46  [observe  fifte  =iJJftJi'\,  XII.  3.  His  character 
and  bearing,  XV.  1 — 10.  He  thinks  little  of  those  who  know  only 
Latin  and  English,  and  not  French,  XV.  369.  His  knowledge  of 
how  to  draw  up  a  legal  document,  XL  296 — 299. 

Allusions  to  places.  Malvern  hills,  pr.  5,  214;  VII.  141. 
Norfolk,  V.  239  j  Walsingham,  pr.  54,  V.  230;  Bromholm,  V.  231. 
Winchester  fair,  V.  205  ;  pass  of  Alton,  XIV.  300.  Hertfordsliire, 
V.  362;  Buckinghamshire,  11.  109;  Eutlandshire,  IL  110. 
Canterbury,  XV.  437;  St  Thomas's  shrine,  V.  566;  XV.  551. 
Abingdon,  X.  326.  Dunmow,  IX.  168.  Chester,  V.  402,  467. 
London,  pr.  85,  91  ;  V.  129,  XIIL  264,  &c. ;  Stratford,  XIII.  267 ; 
Cock  Lane,  Smithfield,  V.  319;  Cheapside,  V.  322;  Garlickhithe, 
V.  324;  Tyburn,  XIL  190;  Southwark  and  Shoreditch,  XIIL  340; 
Westminster,  IL  160,  III.  12,  XX.  285,  &c.;  Westminster  Hall, 
XX.  132  ;  Court  of  Arches,  II.  60,  XX.  135  ;  river  Thames,  XIL 
161,  XV.  332.  Places  abroad.  Xormandy,  IIL  188  ;  Calais,  III. 
195;  Avignon,  XIX.  420;  Roquemadour,  XII.  37;  Lucca,  VI. 
102 ;  also  Eome,  Gallicia,  Bruges,  Prussia,  Babylon,  Alexandria,  &c. 

Allusions  to  circumstances.  Deposition  of  Edward  IL,  III.  126. 
Coinage  of  nobles.  III.  45.  Battle  of  Creqy,  XIL  107.  Treaty  of 
Braigny,  III.  188.  Second  great  pestilence  (1361  and  1362),  V.  13. 
Storm  of  wind,  V.  14.  Chichester  mayor  of  London  in  April,  1370, 
XIIL  271.  Fourth  pestilence  (1375  and  1376),  XIIL  248.  Jubilee 
in  the  last  year  of  Edward's  reign.  III.  297.  Accession  of  Richard 
IL,  IV.  177.     Wycliffe's  translation  of  the  Bible,  VIIL  90. 
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These  are  the  references  most  often  wanted.  A  complete  tabic 
will  he  given  in  the  fourth  volume.  The  numerous  allusions  to 
London^  should  he  noticed. 

§    9.       DIALECT    OF    THE    B-TEXT. 

From  a  careful  comparison  of  the  various  MSS.  of  the  poem,  I 
arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  text  here  printed  represents  the 
probable  dialect  of  the  author  with  great  fidelity,  as,  indeed,  might 
be  expected  when  we  remember  that  it  is  probably  an  autograjih. 
copy.  I  have  been  told  that  the  spelling  and  grammar  of  my  text 
are  faulty,  and  that  the  Yernon  MS.  (or  A-text),  printed  in  vol. 
i.,  is  far  better.  To  this  I  can  only  reply  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  Vernon  MS.  seems  to  be,  as  far  as  the  spelling  and  grammar  are 
concerned,  an  "improved"  text,  and  very  unlike  the  majority  of  the 
rest.  Indeed,  I  know  of  none  that  agree  with  it.  It  is  a  very  great 
mistake  to  suppose  that  the  MS.  which  exhibits  the  best  grammatical 
forms,  is  therefore  the  best  MS.  It  is  obvious  that,  if  the  author  had 
small  regard  for  grammar,  then  the  MS.  which  is  very  correct  in  that 
respect,  does  in  effect,  in  that  same  respect,  represent  him  least.  The 
Vernon  MS.  was  chosen  for  the  A-text  because  it  seemed,  upon  the 
whole,  to  give  the  best  sense,  and- satisfactory  MSS.  of  the  A-text  are 
somewhat  scarce.  The  Laud  MS.  has  been  chosen  for  the  B-text 
because  it  is,  also  as  regards  the  sense,  by  far  the  best.  It  has  been 
suggested  to  me  that  the  MS.  printed  by  Mr  Wright  is  more  correct 
from  a  grammatical  point  of  view.  I  have  examined  this  point,  and 
hardly  find  it  to  be  true.  The  truth  that  results  from  the  comparison 
is  a  very  curious  and  significant  one.  It  is,  namely,  that  the  coin- 
cidences between  the  Laud  MS.  and  the  Trinity  MS.  are  frequently 
startling.  They  agree  in  many  instances  with  a  most  singular 
minuteness.  And  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  two  MSS.  are 
quite  independent  of  each  other  (except  in  so  far  as  they  are  due  to  the 
same  author),  and  belong  to  different  sub-classes,  I  think  their  frequent 
resemblances  corroborate  and  confirm  the  general  genuineness  of  both 
in  a  very  remarkable  way.  It  is  none  of  our  business  how  Langland 
ought  to  have  written  ;  we  merely  have  to  ascertain  how  he  probably 
did  write ;  and  for  this  reason  I  think  it  a  great  gain  to  have  the 
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Laud  MS.  in  print,  exactlj'  as  it  stands,  without  any  improvements 
or  alterations  except  sucli  as  can  be  fairly  justitied  by  other  JMSS.  aiid 
by  other  passages  in  the  ]\rS.  itself. 

Thus,  I  read  in  ]\Ir  ]\Iorris's  Specimens  of  Early  English,  that  the 
third  person  singular  of  a  weak  verb  such  as  to  loven,  ends  in  -ede,  as 
lovede,  and  that  the  third  person  plural  ends  in  -eden,  as  loveden. 
Now  such  is  decidedly  not  the  general  practice  of  the  (B-text)  MSS. 
of  "  Piers  the  PloAvnian,"  the  Oriel  MS.  being  the  sole  and  striking 
exception.  And  to  illustrate  this,  I  give  instances  in  Avhich  Mr 
Wrighfs  text,  and  my  own  agree,  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  need 
to  raise  the  cpiestion  as  to  which  is  tlie  better.  "\Ve  find  that  the 
third  person  singular  generally  ends  in  -ed,  and  the  third  person 
plural  quite  as  often  in  -ed  as  in  -eden.  The  following  examples  are 
from  the  Prologue.  Loked,  9,  sloinbred,  10,  sweyued,  10, precJied,  68, 
honched,  74,  blered,  74,  jmrceyued,  100,  lowed,  129,  greued,  139, 
passed,  151,  reherced,  184,  costed,  203.  Plurals  in  -ed ;  apparailed, 
23,  gJosed,  60,  construed,  61,  leued,  72,  pleyned,  83,  ^j?-e6'?<??2e(?,  108, 
contreiied,  118,  ordeygned,  119,  assented,  175,  honed,  210;  all  of 
which,  except  glosed  and  houed,  occur  before  a  vowel  or  h  in  certain 
words,^  or  at  the  end  of  a  line.  Plurals  in  -eden ;  lyueden,  26, 
fayteden,  42,  serueden,  211,  2)lededen,  212,  crieden,  225,  all  of  wliich, 
except  serueden,  occur  before  consonants  or  an  h  such  as  resists 
elision.  In  1.  151,  the  Laud  IMS.  hi\^  pleyde  ;  so  has  the  Trinity 
MS.  In  1.  56,  the  Trinity  MS.  has  clothed,  but  the  Laud  ]\IS.  has 
the  full  form  clotheden.  In  both  MSS.,  the  ending  -ede  is  very 
rare ;  lenede  occurs  however  in  the  Trinity  MS.  in  L  9.  The  net 
result  is,  that  -ed  is  the  most  usual  form,  both  in  the  singular  and 
])lural.  It  is  important  to  obsem'e,  moreover,  that  the  existence  of 
the  spelling  -ede  proves  very  little,  for  the  final  -e  may  have  lingered 
on  in  the  AVTJtten  language  long  after  it  ceased  to  be  pronounced ; 
whereas,  the  existence  of  -ed  '^  proves  a  great  deal,  it  being  incon- 
ceivable tliat  words  should  be  so  spelt  unices  tlie  final  -e  were  really 

'  T!ie  words  tie,  his,  him,  hem,  hire,  hath,  hadde,  have,  how,  her,  hccr  (liere)  are 
eiuunerated  by  Mr  Morris  as  words  before  which  cli.sion  maj'  take  place. 

2  Frequently  written  -id  m  -nd.  Thus,  in  III.  36,  MS.  C  has  mdhd,  MS.  B 
has  mcllid,  and  MS.  L  inellud,  before  a  consouant. 


PREFACE    II. TEXT    B.  xliii 

fi-equently  suppressed  or  elided.  A  few  examples  of  the  latter 
S2)elling  are  more  signiiicant  tlian  ten  times  the  number  of  the  former. 

Beyond  a  doubt,  Langland  used  a  mixed  dialect.  One  great 
peculiarity  of  it  is  that  the  endings  -en  and  -eih  both  occur  in  the 
plural  indicative.  But  they  occur  with  very  dilferent  frequency,  the 
ending  in  -eih  being  used  very  sparingly,  and  most  usually  at  the  end 
of  a  line.  I  again  select  examples  in  wliich  both  MSS.  agree.  Plurals 
in  -en ;  holden,  28,  coueiten,  29,  geten,  34,  feijnen,  36,  risen,  44, 
marchen.,  63,  geuen,  76,  parfen,  81,  Uggen,  91,  seruen,  92,  tellen,  92, 
chalengen,  93,  sytten,  96,  demen,  96.  Plurals  in  -eth  (all  ending 
lines),  destruyeth,  22,  fhr)juetli,  32,  connetli,  33.  In  L  224,  \yhere 
the  Laud  MS.  has  dryuen,  the  Trinity  MS.  has  dnjuetli ;  on  the 
contrary,  where  MS.  W  has  fohcen,  I.  40,  IMS.  L  has  foliceth.  Of 
course  the  ending  -en  sometimes  becomes  -e,  as  in  holde,  I.  9 ;  but 
the  same  word  is  lioldeth  at  the  end  of  a  line,  I.  44  (unless  men  be 
taken  there  as  equivalent  to  the  French  on,  thus  making  holdeth, 
singular).  But  the  agreement  of  the  MSS.  is  much  more  striking 
when  several  of  them  are  taken  together.  Take  the  passage  (III.  76 — 
86)  which  has  been  printed  in  the  "  Parallel  Extracts,"  and  which  is 
represented  by  18  MSS.  of  the  A-  and  B-type.  The  plural  verbs  are 
(1)  heo])  in  the  Vernon  and  one  other  MS.^  Avhere  3  MSS.  have  he, 
and  13  have  hen  ;  (2)  he  in  the  Yernon  MS.,  where  the  line  is  lost 
in  one  other,  but  the  remaining  16  have  am  or  aren  ;  (3)  tnordien  in 
the  Yernon  ]\IS.  and  5  others,  Avhere  1  MS.  has  werhjn,  1  worches, 
1  wirche,  but  8  have  worcheth  or  wercliith  ;  (4)  huggen  or  higgen  in  14 
MSS.,  hy-i^e  or  higge  in  2,  higgeth  in  only  1  ;  (5)  reche'^  in  the  Yernon 
MS.,  but  riclien  or  risen  in  all  the  rest ;  (6)  hugge])  in  the  Yernon  MS., 
but  higgen  or  hyen  in  nearly  all  the  rest.  Prom  Avhich  we  should 
certainly  conclude  that  the  Yernon  ]\IS.  differs  from  most  others, 
that  the  MSS.  allow  both  forms,  -en  and  -eth,  in  the  same  sentence, 
and  that  the  verbs  hen  and  am  are  both  employed.  It  should  be 
remembered,  however,  that  hen  is  cliiefly  used  in  the  future  tense  or 
in  the  conditional  mood,  whereas  arii  is  more  emphatic. 

If,  instead  of  considering  all  the  MSS.,  we  observe  only  the  MSS. 
of  the  B-class,  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  most  of  them  amply 
confirm  the  readings  of  the  Laud  MS.     The  chief  exceptions  are  the 
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Oriel  ]\IS.,  Avhich  so  often  has  -eden  in  the  past  pkn\al ;  MS.  Bodle}^ 
814,  which  has  -id  and  -/j?  in  place  of -eci  and  -e]i,  and  the  Candjridge 
MS.  Dd.  1.  17,  -which  is  utterh^  unlike  the  rest,  and  obviously  does 
not  represent  the  dialect  of  the  author.  This  latter  ]\IS.  frequently 
has  verhal  plurals  in  -es,  and  instead  of  lian  generally  employs  hase, 
and  even  liases,  though  the  last  is  probably  an  error.  Some  of  its 
more  remarkable  variations  are  given  in  the  footnotes.  Compare  also 
the  description  of  this  T\IS.  above. 

The  important  Eawlinson  ]\IS.  frequently  agrees  with  the  text 
most  minutely.  It  shews  a  like  confusion  of  the  endings  in  -en  and 
-eth,  as  in  the  expression  "folwefh  men  J)at  wJnstlen"  XV.  467  ;  the 
endin"  -ed  even  in  the  plural,  as  in  wiJned,  XV.  646  ;  and  the 
frequent  suppression  of  the  find  -e  in  the  third  person  singular  of  the 
preterite,  as  in  sent  for  senfe,  XV.  5-39. 

There  is  one  peculiarity  of  spelling  in  the  Laud  MS.  which  must 
not  be  passed  over.  It  ought  not  to  be  considered  icrong ;  it  is 
merely,  as  I  said,  pecidiar.  The  scribe  adds  an  -e  at  the  end  of 
some  words  merely  Avith  a  view  of  lengthening  the  preceding  vowel ; 
thus,  instead  of  feet,  he  writes  fete,  and  in  other  cases  consistently 
carries  out  the  same  principle.  The  scribe  of  the  Trinity  MS.  doubles 
his  vowels  for  the  same  purpose  ;  and  hence  we  get  the  equivalent 
forms  following.  Shope  L  =  slioop  W  ;  otierlepe  L  =  ouerleep  W  ; 
strol-e  L  =:  stroo/c  W  ;  stode  L  =  stood  W,  done  L  =  doon  W,  and 
so  on.  It  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  imagine  that  the  final  -e  in 
these  strong  preterites  was  intended  to  be  sounded  :  for  there  is  no 
instance  of  the  kind  in  English  of  any  date  or  dialect,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware.  We  should  also  observe  the  contracted  forms  rift  (better 
spelt  ri/t,  as  in  W)  for  rideth,  rest  for  resteih,  both  of  whicli  occur  in 
prol.  171  ;  aUofet  iov  fedeth  in  jwoL  194,  where  MS.  W  actually  has 
the  fuller  form.  P>oth  MSS.  agree  in  the  use  of  verbs  in  -ie  or  -ye, 
such  as  tilie,  120,  louye,  126,  shomje,  174  ;  observe  also  craccJty,  180, 
where  MS.  "W  has  cacchen.  The  present  participles  generally  end  in 
-7jng  or  -ing,  but  we  (very  rarely)  find  some  other  form,  such  as  dry- 
uende,  XX.  99.  The  prefix  I-  or  y-  is  found,  not  only  before  past 
participles,  but  sometimes  with  past  tenses,  as  in  yrifled,  V.  234 
{frifed  in  MS.  R,  rijlcde  in  WCOE)  ;  and  in  yspiJte,  V.  380.     Tin  re 


PREFACE    II. — TEXT    B.  xlv 

i.s  also  an  indication  of  confusion  of  dialect  in  the  use  of  pronouns, 
since  both  heo  and  sche  are  used  for  she,  and  Idj  or  hij  and  ^ei  for 
they.  As  an  instance  of  plural  adjectives  in  -es,  I  may  mention 
cardinales  vertues,  prol.  104.  There  is  one  grammatical  error  which 
occurs  so  frequently  that  we  may  safely  attribute  it  to  the  author.  I 
allude  to  the  use  of  is  or  was  with  plural  nouns,  a  clear  instance  of 
which  occurs  in  V.  99.  In  some  cases  I  have  ventured  to  correct 
was  to  were,  on  the  strength  of  some  other  MSS.,  but  I  now  wish  I 
liad  let  the  Laud  MS.  alone,  as  there  are  quite  enough  instances  of  the 
use  of  icas  to  justify  retaining  it ;  and  it  is  still  a  not  uncommon 
vulgarism.  As  to  the  part  of  England  which  the  dialect  of  the  text 
represents,  I  do  not  offer  an  opinion.  The  author  has  been  said  to 
have  been  born  in  Shropshire ;  his  father  is  said  to  have  had  a  farm 
iir  Oxfordshire ;  he  himself  mentions  Malvern  in  Worcestershire  as  one 
place  of  his  abode,  and  Cornhill  in  London  as  another ;  and  most  of 
his  allusions  are  to  London.  We  may,  however,  feel  confident  that 
his  conversation  is  more  that  of  the  lower  and  less  educated  classes 
than  of  the  upper  classes.  I  think  it  very  likely  that  grammar  was 
a  thing  about  which  he  troubled  himself  but  very  little,  and  he 
certainly  makes  some  singular  mistakes.  He  twice  quotes  Bllchi 
vindidam  instead  of  michi  vindicta  (in  this  all  the  MSS.  agree)  ;  he 
at  one  time  translates  non  mecaberishj  "  thou  shalt  not  kill,"  though 
at  a  later  period  he  came  round  to  the  more  correct  view,  that  the 
true  Latin  phrase  is  7ion  occides.  He  quotes  i:)assages  from  the  Bible 
wdiicli  cannot  be  found  there  ;  he  cites  St  Matthew  when  he  means 
St  Lidve,  and  St  Gregory  Avhen  he  means  St  Jerome.  He  seems  to 
have  had  a  hazy  notion  that  the  word  Christ  means  a  conqueror,  nnd 
many  more  such  blunders  might  be  mentioned.  Yet  with  all  this, 
he  was  none  the  less  a  great  poet,  a  man  of  genius,  and  the  author  of 
a  marvellous  work. 

§    10.    METHOD    OF    PRINTING    THE    TEXT. 

The  Text  is,  as  has  been  explained,  mainly  from  MS.  Laud  Misc. 
581,  but  has  a  few  alterations  and  additional  lines  from  other  MSS., 
inserted  between  square  brackets.  The  rejected  readings  of  MS.  L 
wdll  be  found  in  the  footnotes.     The  chief  additions  are  from  MS.  R. 
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The  Laud  MS.  lias  very  few  contractions  ;  those  that  occur  are  denoted 
by  italic  letters.  All  the  Latin  words  are  printed  in  italics,  but  the 
contractions  are  not  expressed  by  any  alteration  of  type,  as  there  can 
never  be  the  least  doubt  of  the  readings.  ^ 

The  metrical  dot  which  appears  in  the  middle  of  each  line  in  the 
MS.  is  denoted  by  an  inverted  full-stop.  It  marks  the  place  for  a 
slight  pause  in  reading,  and  is  frequently  equivalent  to  a  comma.  It 
is,  in  a  very  few  instances,  wi-ongly  placed  in  the  MS.  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  putting  it  always,  as  I  believe,  in  the  right  place. 

The  lines  of  each  Passus  are  numbered  separately.  But  I  have 
not  reckoned  in  the  Latin  quotations  in  the  counting,  except  where 
they  are  in  verse.  When  they  are  not  to  be  reckoned  in,  they  are 
"  set  back  ; "  if  reference  is  made  to  them,  they  are  denoted  by  the 
number  of  the  English  line  preceding  them.  The  punctuation  of  the 
text  is  my  OAvn  ;  it  differs  sometimes  from  j\[r  Wright's,  but  not  often. 

I  may  here  remark  that  the  scribe  of  the  Laud  MS.  has  frequently 
made  a  distinction  between  the  two  sounds  of  fh.  The  sound  of  th 
in  thin  he  commonly  denotes  by  writing  fh  at  length,  as  in  i^recheth, 
thinketh,  and  the  like.  The  sound  of  fh  in  thine  he  exj)resses  by  the 
thorn-letter,  as  in  jje,  ]iat,  Ipcame,  and  the  like.  In  MS.  C  we  find  the 
thorndetter  used  much  more  sparingly,  the  words  the  and  that  being 
of  frequent  occurrence.  In  ]\IS.  W,  on  the  other  hand,  the  thorn- 
letters  are  far  more  numerous,  so  that  yve  there  find  \)inkeTp,  preclic^p, 
&c.  But  the  scribe  of  MS.  W  makes  one  curious  exception  ;  he 
evidently  disliked  this  letter  at  the  hegiimii/g  af  a  line,  so  that,  in  such 
a  position,  he  writes  lliat,  not  ]pat.  As  a  rule,  the  thorndetters  are 
more  numerous  in  the  later  than  in  the  earlier  MSS. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Mr  Geo.  Parker  for  his  accurate  transcript 
of  the  Laud  MS.,  and  for  much  help  in  the  work  of  collation  with 
MSS,  R  and  B. 

§    11.    METHOD    OF    PRINTING    THE    FOOTNOTES. 

The  list  of  MSS.  c|uoted  in  the  footnotes  may  be  briefly  repeated. 
They  are  L  (Laud  Misc.  581,  the  text);  R  (Rawd.  Poet.   38);  W 

'  Tlic  only  batin  word  tliat  admits  of  tlio  least  doubt  is  tlio  one  which  I  read 
as  rcpu(/)iat.     Tliis  is  romarkud  upon  in  the  Note  to  I'uss.  xvi.  47. 
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(Trill.  Coll.  Camb.  B.  15.  17,  printed  by  Mr  Wright);  C  (Caiiib. 
Univ.  Lib.  I)d.  1.  17);  0  (Oriel  79);  3i  (Eodley  814);  Y  (Mr 
Yates  Thoiupson's)  ;  C2  (Camb.  Univ.  Lib.  LI.  4.  14).  Of  these,  W, 
C,  0,  R  have  been  collated  throughout,  as  far  as  they  go ;  B  is  cited 
in  the  footnotes  to  Pass  iii.  1 — 8G,  and  afterwards  is  more  closely 
collated.  MS.  C2  fills  up  the  gaps  in  O,  and  Y  is  useful  towards  the 
end  of  the  poem.  The  readings  of  R  and  W  are  more  important  than 
those  of  the  rest.  The  principles  upon  which  the  various  readings 
are  expressed  in  the  footnotes  have  been  already  carefully  detailed, 
in  vol.  i.,  p.  xxix. 

§    12.    EXPLANATION    OF   THE    SIDE-NOTES. 

The  numbering  of  the  folios  in  the  margin  refers  to  the  Laud  ]\IS. 
The  thick  numbers  (Clarendon-type)  in  the  margin  refer  to  the  pages 
of  vol.  i.,  and  will  be  found  exceedingly  useful  for  comparing  the  A- 
and  B-texts.  If,  for  instance,  it  be  required  to  compare  Pass.  iii.  76 
with  the  A-text,  the  number  31  just  above  shews  that  it  will  be  found 
on  p.  31  of  the  former  volume.  Conversely,  if  it  be  required  to 
compare  any  line  on  p.  31  of  vol.  i.  Avith  the  B-text,  the  place  is  easily 
found  by  looking  for  31  in  the  margin  of  vol.  ii.  Wherever  the  B- 
text  is  fuller  than  the  older  one,  and  contains  some  extra  lines, 
an  obelus  (f )  will  be  foxmd  prefixed  to  the  side-note.  Thus,  on  p. 
35  of  vol.  ii.  the  side-note  "  For  Christ  knows  thy  conscience  "  is 
thus  marked.  Hence  11.  67  and  G8  (against  which  this  side-note  is 
written)  ^^dll  not  be  found  in  the  A-text.  The  side-notes  in  vols.  i. 
and  ii.  are  in  general  exactly  alike,  wherever  the  texts  agree  closely, 
and  this  greatly  helps  to  find  the  place.  Thus,  on  p.  35,  opposite  1. 
69,  is  the  side-note — '•  Cease,  lords,  to  write,"  &c.  ;  and  opposite  1. 
72  is  the  side-note — "  But  remember  ye,"  &c.  Both  these  side-notes 
occur  in  vol.  i.,  but  in  a  different  order.  The  former  of  them  is  half- 
way down  \).  31,  but  the  latter  at  the  tup,  in  the  A-text,  owing  to  a 
different  arrangement  of  the  text.  Thus  the  side-notes  and  thick 
numbers  furnish  a  rough  collation  of  the  two  texts  at  once ;  a  more 
exact  comparison  of  the  two  can  easily  be  made  by  the  reader  for  him- 
self. The  obeli  and  thick  numbers  of  course  cease  after  the  end  of 
Passus  X. 
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§    13.    ARGUMENT    OF    THE    POEM.       (tEXT    B.) 

The  poem  is  distinctly  divisible  into  two  parts,  tlie  "  Vision  of 
Piers  the  Plowman,"  and  the  "Vision  of  Do- well.  Do-bet,  and  Do-best." 
Of  these,  the  former  is  again  divisible  into  two  distinct  visions,  which 
may  be  caUed  :  (1)  The  Vision  of  the  Field  Full  of  Folk,  of  Holy 
Church,  and  of  Lady  Meed,  occupying  the  Prologue  and  Passus  I. — 
IV.  ;  and  (2)  The  Vision  of  tlie  Seven  Deadly  Sins  and  of  Piers  the 
Plowman,  occupying  Passus  V. — VII.  The  latter  consists  of  three 
parts,  viz.  The  Visions  of  Do-Avell,  of  Do-bet,  and  of  Do-best.  The 
Prologue  to  Do-well  is  Passus  VIII. ;  Passus  I.- — VI.  of  Do-well  form 
Passus  IX. — XIV.  The  Prologue  to  Do-bet  is  Passus  XV. ;  Passus 
I.— III.  of  Do-bet  form  Passus  XVI.— XVIII.  The  Prologue  to  Do- 
best  is  Passus  XIX.  ;  it  consists  of  but  one  Passus,  ^dz.  Passus  XX. 
But  some  of  these  contain  more  than  one  vision,  tlie  number  of 
visions  in  the  whole  poem  amounting  to  eleven. 

1.  Piers  the  Plowman. 

I.  Vision  of  the  field  full  of  folk,  of  Holy  Church, 
AND  OP  Lady  Meed.^  In  the  Prologue,  the  author  describes  how, 
Aveary  of  wandering,  he  sits  down  to  rest  upon  the  Malvern  Hills, 
and  there  falls  asleep  and  dreams.  In  his  vision,  the  world  and  its 
people  are  represented  to  liim  by  a  field  full  of  folic,  busily  engaged 
in  their  avocations.  The  field  was  situated  between  the  tower  of 
Truth,  who  is  God  the  Father,  and  the  dungeon  which  is  the  abode 
of  the  evil  spirits.  In  it  there  were  ploughmen  and  spendthrifts, 
anchorites,  merchants,  jesters,  beggars,  pilgrims,  hermits,  friars,  a 
pardoner  with  his  bulls,  and  priests  who  had  deserted  their  cures. 
[There  ^  was  also  a  king,  to  whom  an  angel  sjjake  words  of 
advice.  Then  was  seen  suddenly  a  rout  of  rats  and  mice,  conspiring 
to  bell  the  cat,  from  doing  which  they  were  dissuaded  by  a  wise 
mouse.]  There  were  also  law-serjeants,  burgesses,  tradesmen, 
labourers,  and  taverners  touting  for  custom. 

Passus  I.  Presently,  he  sees  a  lovely  lady,  of  whom  he  asks  tlio 

^  See  the  argument  of  the  A-text,  vol.  i.  p.  sxxix. 
2  The  passages  within  squure  brackets  are  not  in  the  .\-text. 
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meaning  of  the  tower.  JSlie  tells  him  it  is  the  abode  of  the  Creator, 
who  provides  men  with  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  dungeon  is  the 
castle  of  Care,  where  lives  the  Father  of  Falseness.  He  next  asks  her 
name,  and  she  tells  him  she  is  Holy  Church,  and  instructs  him 
how  great  a  treasure  Truth  is,  how  Lucifer  fell  through  Pride,  [that 
Love  is  the  treacle  of  heaven,]  and  that  the  way  to  heaven  lies  through 
Love. 

Passus  II.  He  asks  how  he  may  know  Falsehood.  She  bids  him 
turn  and  see  Falsehood  and  Flattery.  Looking  aside  he  sees,  not 
them  alone,  but  a  woman  in  glorious  apparel.  He  is  told  she  is  the 
Lady  Meed  (i.  e.  Reward)  who  is  going  to  be  married  to  Falsehood  on 
the  morrow.  Holy  Church  then  leaves  him.  The  wedding  is  pre- 
pared, and  Simony  and  Civil  read  a  deed  respecting  the  property 
with  which  Falsehood  and  Meed  are  to  be  endowed.  Theology  objects 
to  the  marriage,  and  disputes  its  legality  ;  whereupon  it  is  agreed 
that  all  must  go  to  "Westminster  to  have  the  question  decided.  All 
the  parties  ride  off  to  London,  Meed  being  mounted  upon  a  sheriff 
and  Falsehood  upon  a  *  sisour.'  Thus  all  come  to  the  King's  court, 
who  vows  that  he  will  punish  Falsehood  and  his  crew  if  he  can  catch 
them.  On  hearing  tliis,  Liar  flees  to  the  friars,  who  pity  him  and 
house  him  for  their  own  purposes. 

Passus  III.  Lady  Meed  is  arrested  and  brought  before  the  king. 
The  justices  assure  her  all  will  go  well.  To  seem  righteous,  she  con- 
fesses and  is  shriven,  offering  to  glaze  a  church-Avindow  by  way  of 
amendment  ;  and  immediately  afterwards,  advises  mayors  and  juds^es 
to  take  bribes.  The  king  proposes  she  shall  marry  Conscience,  and 
she  is  willing  to  do  so  :  but  Conscience  refuses,  and  exjjoses  her 
faults.  She  attempts  to  retaliate  and  to  justify  herself;  but  Con- 
science refutes  her  arguments,  quotes  the  example  of  Saul  to  shew 
the  evil  of  covetousness,  and  declares  that  Eeason  will  one  day  reign 
upon  earth,  and  punish  all  wrongdoers.  [Then  shall  men  think  that 
Messiah  has  come,  and  the  reign  of  Peace  shall  begin.  Conscience 
concludes  by  advising  Meed  always  to  read  texts  in  connection  with 
the  context.] 

Passus  IV.  Acting  upon  the  advice  of  Conscience,  the  king 
orders  Reason  to  be  sent  for ;  who  comes,  accompanied  by  Wit  and 
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Wisdom.     At  this  moment,  Peace  enters,  with  a  complaint  against 

Wrong.     Wrong,  knowing  the  complaint  is  trae,  gets  Wisdom  and 

Wit  on  his  side  by  Meed's  help,  and  oti'ers  to  buy  Peace  off  with  a 

present.    Reason,  however,  is  firm  and  will  shew  no  pity,  but  advises 

the  king  to  act  Avith  strict  justice.     The  king  is  convinced,  and  prays 

Reason  to  remain  with  him  for  ever  after. 

II.  The  A'ision  of  the  Sevex  Deadly  Sins  and  of  Piers  the 

Plowman.     Passus  V.  The  king  goes  to  church,  and  afterwards  to 

meat,  and  at  this  point  of  the  vision  the  dreamer  awakes.     But  it  is 

'^  .  ... 

not  for  long ;  h0''s6on  falls  asleep  again,  and  has  a  second  vision,  in 

whidi  he  again  sees  the  field  full  of  folk,  and  Reason '  preaching  to 
the  assembled  people,  reminding  them  that  the  late  storm  and  pesti- 
lence were  judgments  of  God.      Repentance  seconds  the  efforts  of 
Conscience,  and  many  begin  to  repent.     Of  these  the  first  is  Pride, 
•  who  makes  a  vow  of'  humility.     The  second  is  Luxury,  who  vows  to 
drink  only  water.     The  third  is  Envy,  who  is  described  with  much 
"•!3^1iacticularity,  a^^wlio  confesses  his  e"val  thoughts  and  his  attempts  to 
f\4'  harm  his  neighbours.     [The  fourth  is  Wrath,  a  friar,  whose  aunt  was 
^      a  nun,  and  who  had  been  both  cook  and  gardener  to  a  convent,  and 
incited  many  to  quarrel.]     The  fifth.  Avarice,  who  confesses  how  he 
lied  and  cheated,   and   taught  his  wife  to  cheat ;    [and  who,   not 
understanding   the    French   word   restitution,   thought  that  it  was 
another  term  for  stealing.]    The  sixth.  Gluttony,  who  (on  his  way  to 
cliurch)  is  tempted  into  a  beer-house,  of  the  interior  of  Avhich  the 
author  gives  a  life-hke  and  perfect  picture.      He  too  repents,  though 
not  till  he  has  first  become  comj^letely  drunk  and  afterwards  felt  the 
ill  effects  of  drinking.     The  seventh  is  Sloth,  [a  priest  Avho  knows 
rimes  about  Robin  Hood  better  than  his  prayers,  and  can  find  a  hare 
^  „  in  a  field  more  readily  than  he  can  read  lives  of  saints.]    Robert  the 
^'^M  robber  too  repents,  and  prays  earnestly  for  forgiveness,  [and  Repent- 
ance makes  intercession  for  all  the  penitents.]''^     Then  they  aU  set 
out  in  search  of  Truth,  but  no  one  knows  the  way.     Soon  they  meet 
with  a  palmer,  who  has  met  Avith  many  saints,  but  never  with  one 

'   In  the  A-tcxt,  it  is  Conscience  who  pruachcs. 

*  In  all  MSS.  of  the  A-ckss,  Passus  VI.  begins  here,  at  1.  o20  of  the  present 
text. 
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named  Truth.  At  this  juncture  Piers  the  Ploughman  "  put  forth  his 
head,"  declaring  that  he  knows  Truth  well,  and  will  tell  them  the 
way,  which  he  then  describes. 

Passus  VI.  The  pilgrims  think  the  way  long,  and  want  a  guide. 
Piers  says  he  will  come  himself  and  shew  them,  when  he  has  plough- 
ed his  half-acre.  ]\Ieanwhile,  he  gives  good  advice  to  rich  ladies  and 
to  a  knight.  Before  starting,  Piers  makes  his  will,  and  then  sets  all 
who  come  to  him  to  hard  work.  Many  shirk  their  work,  but  are  re- 
duced to  subordination  by  the  sharp  treatment  of  Hunger.  Next  fol- 
low most  curious  and  valuable  passages  respecting  the  diet  of  the 
poor,  striking  for  higher  wages,  and  the  discontent  caused  by  pros- 
perity.    [A  mysterious  prophecy  is  appended.] 

Passus  VII.  At  this  time  Truth  (i.  e.  God  the  Father)  sends  Piers 
a  bull  of  pardon,  especially  intended  for  kings,  knights,  bishops,  and 
the  labouring  poor,  and  even  for  some  lawyers  and  merchants,  in  a 
less  degree.  A  priest  disputes  the  validity  of  this  pardon,  and  wants 
to  read  it.  The  dispute  between  this  priest  and  Piers  becomes 
60  violent  that  the  dreamer  awakes,  and  the  Poem  of  Piers  the 
Plowman  (properly  so  called)  ends  with  a  fine  peroration  on  the 
small  value  of  papal  pardons,  and  the  superiority  of  a  righteous  life 
over  mere  trust  in  indulgences,  at  the  great  Day  of  Doom. 

2.  Vita  de  Dowel. 

III.  The  Vision  of  Wit,  Study,  Clergy,  and  Scripture. 
Passus  VIII.  In  introducing  a  new  poem,^  the  "  Vita  de  Dowel, 
Dobet,  et  Dobest,"  the  author  begins  by  describing  a  dialogue  that 
passed  between  himself  and  two  Minorite  friars  concerning  the  doc- 
trine of  free-will.  After  this,  he  again  falls  asleep,  and  perceives  in 
a  dream  a  man  named  Thought.  He  asks  Thought  where  Do-wel, 
Do-bet,  and  Do-best  live,  and  Thought  gives  him  some  account  of 
these,  but  says  that  the  best  person  to  give  him  further  information 
is  Wit.  After  wandering  for  three  days,  the  dreamer  and  Thouglit . 
meet  with  Wit. 

1  Though  this  latter  portion  is,  in  its  form,  altogether  a  new  poem,  the  author 
no  doubt  intended  it  from  the  first  to  be  the  sequel  and  completion  of  the  formo- 
portiou. 
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Fassus  IX.  Wit  tells  the  dreamer  that  Do-wel  dwells  iu  a  castle 
called  Cdi'o,  wherein  also  is  enclosed  the  Lady  Anima,  and  they  are 
guarded  by  the  constable  Inwit  (Conscience),  and  his  five  sons  (the 
senses).  [Here  follows  a  discourse  upon  the  duty  of  the  church  to 
protect  idiots  and  helpless  persons,  and  upon  the  right  distribution  of 
alms.]  Xext  follow  discussions  upon  the  good  that  there  is  in  well- 
assorted  and  lawful  wedlock,  and  the  evil  of  mercenary  or  ill-advised 
marriages,  and  of  adidterous  connections. 

Passus  X.  The  dreamer  applies  to  yet  one  more  adviser,  viz.  Dame 
Study,  the  wife  of  Wit.  [She  laments  that  wicked  men  most  fre- 
quently obtain  this  world's  wealth.]  She  inveighs  with  great  justice 
and  force  against  the  way  in  which  shallow  would-be  theologians 
cavil  about  the  mysterious  things  of  God,  and  unworthily  amuse  them- 
selves with  vain  quibbles.  [She  laments  the  lack  of  charity,  uoav  that 
the  rich  eat  in  private  parlours.]  At  last,  she  commends  the  dreamer 
to  Clergy  and  Scripture,  from  whom  he  may  hope  to  learn  yet  more. 
Accordingly,  he  seeks  these,  and  is  favourably  received.  [Clergy  ex- 
plains the  nature  of  Do-wel,  Do-bet,  and  Do-best,  quotes  the  fate  of 
Hophni  and  Phinehas,  and  utters  the  remarkable  prophecy  that 
a  king  would  come  and  reform  Eeligion,  when  the  abbot  of  Abingdon 
should  receive  from  him  a  knock,  and  incurable  should  be  the  wound.] 
A  dispute  arises  between  Clergy  and  "William  on  the  subject  of  pre- 
destination, wliich  gives  the  latter  the  opportunity  of  declaring  the 
insufficiency  of  mere  wisdom  to  obtain  admittance  into  heaven,  and 
the  greater  likelihood  wliich  honest  but  ignorant  men  have  of  attain- 
ing to  the  life  eternal. 

IV.  The  Visiox  of  Fortune,  Nature,  and  Eeason.  Passvs 
XI.  In  a  new  vision,  William  sees  Fortune,  with  her  attendant 
damsels  named  Lust-of-the-flesh  and  Lust-of-the-eyes,  who  bid  him 
rejoice  in  his  youth.  But  at  the  approach  of  old  age,  he  finds  that  the 
friars,  once  his  friends,  avoid  him,  because  he  wished  to  be  buried  in 
his  parish  church.  Loyalty  and  Scripture  give  him  good  advice,  and 
he  is  told  Avliy  Trajan  was  released  from  hell.  Loyalty  cites  Christ's 
example  of  humility,  declares  poverty  to  be  like  a  walnut,  and  says 
that  priests  unfit  for  their  office  arc  as  bad  as  a  notary  who  kno\vs  not 
liow  to  ilraw  up  a  charter.    His  dream  continues,  and  he  sees  IS'ature, 
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Avlio  shews  liira  how  all  animals  except  man  follow  Reason.     He  asks 
Avhy  this  is  ;  Eeason  rebukes  him,  and  he  awakes. 

V.  The  Vision  of  Imaginative.  The  dreamer  beholds  one  who 
rebukes  him  for  his  impatience.     He  asks  the  stranger's  name. 

Passus  XII.  The  stranger  says  he  is  Imaginative,  who  exhorts 
him  not  to  despise  learning,  instructs  him  as  to  the  relative  chances  of 
salvation  of  tlie  learned  and  the  ignorant,  and  tells  him  why  wealth 
is  like  a  peacock's  tail.  After  distinguishing  between  three  kinds  of 
baptism,  Imaginative  suddenly  vanishes. 

VI.  The  Vision  of  Conscience,  PATiE.>rcE,  and  Haukyn  the 
Active-Man.  Passus  XIII.  In  the  sixth  vision,  Conscience,  Pa- 
tience, and  the  dreamer  go  to  dine  with  Clergy.  At  the  high  dais  is 
seated  a  doctor  of  the  church,  who  astonishes  all  by  his  gluttony. 
After  dinner,  the  doctor,  being  well  primed  with  wine,  is  ready  to  ex- 
pound theological  subtleties.  Conscience  and  Patience  bid  farewell 
to  Clergy,  and  set  out  as  pilgrims  in  company  with  the  poet.  Soon 
they  meet  with  one  Activa-Vita,  or  Haukyn  the  Active-]\Ian,  who  is 
a  minstrel  and  seller  of  wafers.  Haukyn's  coat  is  covered  with  spots 
of  dirt,  significant  of  his  sins  ;  and  the  dreamer  notices  amongst  them 
the  spots  of  Pride,  "Wrath,  Envy,  Lechery,  Avarice,  Gluttony,  and 
Sloth ;  [cf.  Pass.  V.]  Conscience  asks  Haukyn  Avliy  he  has  not 
brushed  his  coat. 

Passus  XIV.  Haukyn  explains  that  he  has  but  one  coat,  and  it 
is  difficult  to  keep  it  clean.  Patience  instructs  Haukyn  in  his  duties, 
explains  the  value  of  Contrition,  Confession,  and  Satisfaction,  laments 
that  riches  should  rob  man's  soul  of  God's  love,  praises  poverty,  and 
enumerates  its  nine  advantages.  Haukyn's  repentance  and  sorrow  for 
his  sins  awake  the  dreamer. 

3.  Vita  de  Dobet. 

VII.  The  Vision  of  the  Soul  and  of  the  tree  of  Charity. 
Passus  XV.  After  a  few  remarks  about  his  own  behaviour,  William 
again  dreams,  and  beholds  Soul  or  Reason,  of  whom  he  inquires  the 
nature  of  Charity.  Soid  answers  him,  quoting  the  Lives  of  the 
Saints,  and  shews  him  that  the  friars  are  now  far  from  being  charit- 
able. He  alludes  to  the  story  of  Mahomet's  pet  dove,  to  the  fatal  gift 
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of   Constantine,  and  to  the  miracles    of   Christ,    ending   Avith    tlie 
charitable  wish  that  Saracens  and  Jews  may  be  saved. 

Passus  XVI.  He  is  then  shewn  the  tree  upon  which  Charity- 
grows,  supported  \ipon  three  props,  the  meaning  of  which  is  explain- 
ed by  Piers  the  Plowman  Himself,  who  is  noio  identified  with  the 
human  nature  of  Christ.  I^ext  follows  a  part  of  the  history  of 
Christ,  His  incarnation,  miracles,  and  betrayal  by  Judas  Iscariot. 
At  this  point  the  dreamer  suddenly  awakes.  In  his  anxious  search 
after  Piers  the  Plowman,  he  meets  with  Abraham  or  Faith. 

VIII.  The  Yision  of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Chakity.  Failh 
(Abraham)  explains  how  he  became  God's  herald,  and  shews 
"William  the  leper  (Lazarus)  lying  in  his  lap. 

Passus  XVII.  Next  William  beholds  Spes,  or  Hope,  who,  like 
Abraham,  is  in  search  of  Piers.  Spes  and  "William  journey  towards 
Jerusalem,  and  behold  a  Samaritan  riding  near  them.  Soon  they 
find  a  wounded  man  lying  in  the  way.  Faith  and  Hope  pass  by  him, 
but  the  Good  Samaritan  (i.  e.  Charity  or  Christ  Himself  in  the  garb 
of  Piers  the  Plowman)  has  compassion  upon  him,  and  takes  care  of 
him,  leaving  him  at  an  inn  called  Lex  Christ  I.  The  dreamer  ofiers 
to  become  the  Samaritan's  servant,  and  learns  from  Him  how  the 
Holy  Trinity  is  symbolized  by  a  man's  hand,  or  by  a  blazing  torch. 
Once  more  the  dreamer  awakes. 

IX.  The  Vision  op  the  Triumph  of  Piers  the  Plowman. 
Passus  XVIII  This,  the  finest  Passus  in  the  whole  poem,  is 
entirely  occupied  with  the  history  of  Jesus.  "With  growing  power 
and  vividness,  the  poet  describes  the  crucifixion,  the  struggle  between 
Life  and  Death  and  between  Liglit  and  Darkness,  the  meeting 
together  of  Truth  and  ilercy,  Eighteousness  and  Peace,  whilst 
the  Saviour  rests  in  the  grave;  a  triumphant  description  of  His 
descent  into  hell,  and  His  victory  over  Satan  and  Lucifer,  till  the 
poet  wakes  in  ecstacy,  with  the  joyous  peal  of  the  bells  ringing  in  his 
ears  on  the  morning  of  Easter  day. 

4.  Vita  de  Dobest. 

X.  The  Vision  of  Grace.  Passus  XIX.  Put  alas  !  the  poem 
of  Dobest  reveals  how  far  off  the  end  yet  is.     The  Saviour  leaves 


PREFACE    II. TEXT    B.  Iv 

eai'th,  and  Antichrist  descends  iii^on  it.  Piers  henceforth  denotes  the 
■whole  Christian  body,  upon  whom  Grace  or  the  Holy  Spirit  bestows 
various  gifts.  Grace  makes  Piers  His  ploughman,  and  gives  him  four 
oxon  (the  four  evangelists),  and  four  "  stots  "  (the  four  chief  Latin 
"  fathers  ")  ;  also  four  seeds,  which  are  the  cardinal  virtues.  Pride 
and  his  host  attack  the  Church  of  Unity.  All  men  are  invited 
by  Conscience  to  partake  of  the  eucharist,  but  an  impenitent  brewer 
refuses  to  do  so,  and  an  ignorant  vicar  reviles  the  cardinals  whom  the 
pope  sends  from  Avignon.  A  lord  and  a  king  are  introduced,  who 
justify  their  own  exactions.     Then  the  drearr.er  awakes. 

XI.  The  Vision  op  Antichrist.  Passus  XX.  Before  fulling 
asleep  once  more,  "William  encounters  K^eed,  who  rel)ukes  and  in- 
structs him.  He  then  dreams  once  more  how  Antichrist  assails  the 
Church  of  Unity,  which  is  defended  by  Conscience  against  Pride  and 
all  his  host.  Diseases  assail  all  mankind  ;  Death  •'  pashes  "  to  the  dust 
kings  and  knights,  emperors  and  popes,  and  many  a  lovely  lady. 
Life,  with  his  mistress  Fortune,  indulges  in  all  kinds  of  excesses.  He 
becomes  the  father  of  Sloth,  who  marries  Wanhope.  Old-age  appears 
as  the  enemy  of  Life.  The  dreamer  takes  refuge  in  the  castle  of 
Unity,  which  is  beleaguered  by  many  foes,  especially  by  Envy  and 
Hypocrisy.  At  last  one  Flattery,  a  friar,  gains  admission  to  the 
castle,  offering  to  salve  Conscience  of  all  hurts  with  soothing  but 
deadly  remedies,  till  Conscience,  hard  beset  by  Pride  and  Sloth, 
cries  out  to  Contrition  to  help  him ;  but  Contrition  slumbers, 
benumbed  by  the  deadly  potions  he  has  drunk.  With  a  last  effort 
Conscience  arouses  himself,  and  seizes  his  pilgrim's  staff,  determined 
to  wander  wide  over  the  world  till  he  shall  find  Piers  the  Plowman. 
Again  the  dreamer  awakes,  and  here  ceases  the  still  unfinished 
liistory  of  the  religious  life  of  man.^ 

1  For  a  more  detailed  and  exact  analysis  of  the  poem,  see  Professor  Morley's 
English  "Writers,  vol.  i.  p.  758. 
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ERRATA. 


P.  5,  1.  93.   Dele  stop  at  the  end  of  the  line. 

P.  5,  1.  9.5.  For  s^'niant^  read  seraantz.     So  also  in  Pass.  ii.  13,  ii. 

206,  ii.  212,  iii.  89,  iii.  161,  iii.  214,  iii.  216,  iii.  22.5,  the  plural 

nouns  ending  with  3  should  rather  end  with  z,  though  the  MS. 

has  3. 
P.  217.   Insert  marks  of  quotation  at  the  end  of  1.  118,  and  the 

beginning  of  1.  1 1 9,  and  correct  "  Conscience  "  to  "  Clergy  "  in 

the  sidenote. 
P.   398.    In  note  to  1.   168,   in  the  quotation  from  Crowley,  read 

"  tel "  for  "  teU." 


THE  VISION  OF  WILLIAM  CONCERNING 


"PIERS  THE  PLOWMAN." 


|iuipit  liber  bt  |.1ctro  |llobm'iUt. 


\_PrologHs.'] 

In  a  somer  seson  •  wlian  soft  was  the  sonne, 
I  shope  me  in  shroudes  •  as  I  a  shepe  were, 
In  habite  as  an  lieremite  •  vnholy  of  workes, 
"Went  wyde  in  pis  world  •  wondres  to  here. 
Ac  on  a  May  mornynge  •  on  Mahierne  hulles 
Me  byfel  a  ferly  ■  of  fairy  me  thoujte  ; 
I  was  wery  forwandred  •  and  went  me  to  reste 
Vnder  a  brode  banke  •  bi  a  bornes  side, 
And  as  I  lay  and  lened  •  and  loked  in  Jie  vrateres, 
I  slombred  in  a  slejDyng  "  it  sweyued  so  merye. 
^  Thanne  gan  I  to  meten  •  a  merueilouse  sweuene, 
That  I  was  in  a  wildernesse  •  wist  I  neuer  where, 
As  I  bihelde  in-to  Tpe  est  ■  an  hiegh  to  ]je  sonne, 
I  seigh  a  toure  on  a  toft  •  trielich  ymaked  ; 
A  depe  dale  binethe  •  a  dongeon  fiere-Inne, 
With  dej)e  dyches  &  derke  •  and  dredful  of  sight. 


{Parte  of  A  text)  J, 

[MS.  L;  fol.  1.] 
One  summer 
season,  clothed  as 
a  hermit,  I  went 
abroad  in  the 
1     world  to  hear 
wonders. 

On  Malvern  hills, 
a  strange  thing 
befel  me.    Being 
tired  of  wander- 
ing-, I  rested  me 
Q    by  a  bourne's 
side,  wliere  I 
soon  fell  asleep. 


12 


Then  dreamt  I  a 
wondrous  dream, 
that  I  was  in  a 
strjuge  wilder- 
ness, and  saw  on 
the  east  side  of  it 
a  tower  on  a  toft, 
and  beneath  it  a 
deep  dale  with  a 
J  Q    dungeon. 


Obs.  L  =MS.  Laud  581  ;  W=  MS. 
printed  by  Wright ;  0=MS.  Oriel  ; 
R=MS.  Rawlinson  ;  C=Camb.  MS. 
Dd.  1.  17  ;  C2=Camb.  MS.  LI.  4.  14. 
Headings  from  the  last  of  these  are 
given  only  occasionally. 

2.  in]  into  W.  shepc]  sheep  W ; 
scheep  C2  ;  but  C  has  schepe  {with  a 
final  e). 


5.  Ac']  And  CC2. 

9.  in]  on  W. 

10.  in]  in-to  W.  stveyved']  sweyedW. 

11.  to]  so  in  W  {but  not  printed). 

12.  a]  WO  om. 

13.  As]    And  as  W  ;    And  C.     an 
hiegh]  on  hj^^  0  ;  on  hie  C2. 

14.  seigh~]  sawj  O.     trielich]    rie- 
liche  {with  t  erased)  C  ;  triedliche  0. 


1 


A    FAIR    FIELD    FULL    OF    FOLK. 


[PROL. 


2  A  faire  felde  ful  of  folke  •  fonde  I  there  bytwene, 

There  was  also  a 

fair  field,  full  of     Of  alle  luaiier  of  men  •  fie  mene  and  Jje  riche, 

all  manner  of 

folk.  Worcli}Tig  and  wandryng  •  as  Jje  worlde  asketn. 

Some  of  them        Some  [putten]  hem  to  fe  plow  •  pleyed  ful  selde,       20 

ploughed,  sowed,     -^  ,,  -,    .  1  j?   l  1        J 

and  worked  hard;  In  settjng  and  in  sowyng  •  STvonken  lui  harde, 

And  Avonnen  that  wastours  •  with  glotonye  destruyeth. 
^  And  some  putten  hem  to  pruyde  •  apparailed  hem 

fere-after, 
In  contenau?ice  of  clothyug  •  comen  disgised.  24 

IT  In  prayers  and  in  penance  •  putten  hem  manye, 
Al  for  loue  of  owre  lorde  •  lyuede?i  ful  streyte, 
In  hope  forto  haue  •  heueneriche  blisse  ; 
As  ancres   and   heremites  •  that  holden  liem  in  here 

selles,  28 

And  coueiten  nought  in  contre  •  to  kairen  ahoute, 
For  no  likerous  Mode  •  her  lykam  to  plese. 
H  And  sowane  chosen  chaffare  •  they  cheuen  the  bettere, 
As  it  semeth  to  owre  sy3t  •  that  suche  men  thryueth  ; 
And  so?/une  murthes  to  make  •  as  mynstralles  conneth, 
And  geten  gold  with  here  glee  •  synneles,  I  leue.         34 
Some  were  jesters  Ac  iapers  &  iangelers  •  ludas  chylderen, 


but  some  were 
clad  in  gay 
apparel. 


others  pr.iyed, 
and  led  an 
austere  life,  like 
anchorites. 


Some  chose 
merchandise, 
whilst  some  were 
minstrels. 


gainst  whom'      Feyneii  hem  fantasies  •  and  foles  hem  maketh, 

St  Paul  preaches.   ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^-^^  .  ^^  ^^^yche  3if  >ei  sholde. 

a  That  Poule  precheth  of  hem  •  I  nel  nought  preue  it 


here ; 

20.  Ipnttm  W]  putte  Cz  ;  put  LC. 
Sec  1.  23.  hem'\  him  C.  plcijed']  plei- 
denW  ;  pleyede  0  ;  plaiden  C  ;  pleyed 
LC2.  selde\  seclde  0  ;  seeld  Cz  ;  sel- 
den  C. 

21.  in  soTvyng']  WOC2  omit  in. 
sn-pnJicJi'}  swynken  C. 

22.  with']  in  OC2.  destnnjeth']  dis- 
troys  C. 

23.  apjjnrailed^  apparajleden 
OC2 ;  app:irailcd  LWC. 

24.  diiiijitied]  degised  W. 

2').  ])riiycrs]  preyere  O.  in  pe- 
nance] penaunces  W. 

26.  lone]  \>G  loue  W. 

27.  fovto  haue]  to  haue  after  W. 


38 


0 


':hcueu] 


29.    hairen']      cayren 
\VC2  ;  walken  C. 

31.  chosen]    chesen    C. 
cheueden  W. 

32.  snehe']  Rwilke  C.    men]  OC2  om. 

33.  o<'«w<'f//]  konne  W  ;  knaucth  C. 

34.  synnclea]  Mr  Wright  prints 
giltles  (cf.  Text  A)  ;  but  we  find  syn- 
neles in  LWC  ;  not  synles  in  OC2. 

35.  Ac]  As  COC2. 

36.  Feynen]  )jat  feyncn  OC2. 

37.  at  n-ille]  at  her  wille  OC2. 
sholde]  wolde  W. 

38.  nel]  wol  W.  In  the  maryin  of 
O  is  n-ritten,  Qui  non  laborat  non 
mauducet. 


PUOL.]  BEGGARS,    PILGRIMS,    HERMITS,    FRIARS.  3 

Qui  turpiloquhim  loquitur  •  [is  luciferes  hynel. 

-^        -^  -"  '-  '        -'  Tliere  were 

IT  Bidders  and  beggeres  •  fast  aboute  jede,  40  beggars,  too, 

dissembling 

"With  her  bely  and  her  bagge[s]  •  of  bred  ful  ycraniiiied  ;       [FoI.  i  &.] 

knaves,  wlio  lived 

Fayteden  for  here  lode  ■  lou^ten  atte  ale  ;  in  gluttony,  sleep, 

In  glotonye,  god  it  wote  •  gon  hij  to  bedde, 

And  risen  with  ribaudye  •  tho  roberdes  knaues  ;         44 

Slepe  and  sori  sleuthe  •  seweth  hem  eure. 

IT  Pilgrymes  and  palmers  •  pli^ted  hem  togidere  Pilgrims  and 

-   — — .  palmers  were 

To  seke  seynt  lames  •  and  seyntes  m  rome.  there,  who  went 

Thei  went  forth  in  here  way  •  with  many  wise  tales,  iiadLive'toUe 

And  hadden  leue  to  lye  •  al  here  lyf  after.  49  "^"^^  ^  '^'' 

I  seigh  sowme  that  seiden  •  Jiei  had  ysou3t  seyntes  ;  1 1  saw  some  that 

To  eche  a  tale  fat  fei  tolde  •  here  tonge  was  te??^pre(l  to  sought  saints. 

lye, 

More  J)an  to  sey  soth  •  it  semed  bi  here  speche.  52 

%  Heremites  on  an  heep  •  With  hoked  staues.  Hermits,  too, 

Wenten  to  Walsyngham  •  and  here  wenches  after  ;  ham,  and  their 

Grete  lobyes  and  longe  •  that  loth  were  to  swynke,  55  tifemrgrlLt'iong 

Clotheden  hem  in  copis  •  to  ben  knowen  fram  othere  ;     ["ley^'andTolth  to 

And  shopcn  hem  heremites  •  here  ese  to  haiie.  ^''°''^" 

^  I  fonde  pere  Freris  •  alle  fe  foiire  ordres,  i  found  friars 

PIT,  1         p  r-i/"!  1  there,  of  all  four 

reched  pe  peple  •  lor  pront  oi  hem-seluen,  orders,  giozing 

Glosed  >e  gospel  •  as  hem  good  lyked,  60  "^««°^p«''      ^ 

For  coueitise  of  co^^is  •  construed  it  as  Jjei  wolde.  covetous  cheats, 

~;-  -  .  .  .  whose  traffic  had 

Many  of  ])is  maistres  Freris  •   mowe  clothen  hem  at  much  to  do  with 

money. 

lykyng, 

39.  Qni]  But(2«iW.    The  readings  45.  gewetJi]  sheweth  C;  suen  O. 

are — Qxii  tuj-jrilocpiiitm  loquitur,  ^-c.  46.   ^^Zwj^ert!]    pli^teden   O;    plijted 

LC  ;  But  Qni  Icquitnr  tnrjjiloqninm  •  L  ;  plisten  W  ;  gedir  C. 

is  Luciferes  hyne  W  ;  0  resevihles  W,  47.  To']  For  to  W.     Mi]  at  W. 

with  linaue  instead  of  hyne  ;  C2  has  49.  to  li/e]  for  to  lye  O  ;  to  lee  C. 

the   same   as   0,  with   liyne   n-ritten  51.  To  echo]   Tho  hilke  C.     hercl 

above  knaue.     Cf.  Text  A.  thayr  C. 

41.  bely']  belies  W.     badges]  L  has  52.  to]  OC2  07n.     hei-e]  thair  C. 
bagge  ;  bid  WCOC2  hare  the  jjliiral.  54.  here]  hire  W  ;  thair  C. 

42.  atte  ale]    at  J^e  ale  W ;  at  ale  59.    Preched]  Prechynge  W ;    Pre- 
O  ;  at  nale  C2.  cheden  O. 

43.  it]  W  om.     gon]  go  W ;   gayt  60.   Glosed]  Gloseden  O. 

C.     hiJ]  pei  WO  ;  they  C.  62.  7naistres]  so  also  in  C  ;  maistre 

44.  ];o]  }ie  0.  W  ;  maystre  0.     mowe']  now  W. 


A    PARDONtIR    AND    HIS    BULLS. 


[PROL. 


shewed  a  bull, 
saj'ing  he  could 
assoil  everyone. 


For  here  money  and  inarchandise  •  marchen  togideres. 
For  since  charity   For  sith  charite  liaj?  be  c]ia2")mau  •  and  chief  to  shrvue 

has  taken  to  ' 

trading,  many  lordeS,  64 

have  happened.      MaiTj  ferlis  han  fallen  •  in  a  fewe  ^eris. 

But  holychirche  and  hij  •  holde  hetter  togideres, 

The  nioste  my[s]chief  on  molde  •  is  mountyng  wel  faste. 

There  preached  a  ^  ])eve  prflched  a  Pardonere  •  as  he  a  prest  Avere,        68 

pardoner,  and  n       ^         in  "         •  i     i  •   i 

I5rou3te  forth  a  Dulle  •  with  hishopes  seles, 
And  seide  fat  hym-self  my^te  •  assoilen  hem  alle 
Of  falshed  of  fastyng  •  of  vowes  ybroken. 
^  Lewed  men  leued  hym  wel  •  and  lyked  his  wordes, 
Comen  vp  knelyng  "  to  kissen  liis  bulks  ;  7.3 

He  bonched  hem  Avith  his  breuet  ■  &  blered  here  eyes, 
And  rau3te  Avith  his  ragman  •  rynges  and  broches. 
Thus  jjey  geuen  here  golde  •  glotones  to  kepe,  76 

And  leueth  such  loseles  •  fat  lecherye  haunten. 
Were  the  bishop    Were  \)G  bischop  yblissed  •  and  worth  bothe  his  eres, 
this  would  not  be  His  seel  shulde  nou^t  be  sent  •  to  deceyue  pe  peple. 

Ac  it  is  nau3t  by  fe  bischop  •  fat  fe  boy  precheth,    80 

parten  fe 


Men  came  and 

kissed  it ;  and  he 
blinded  their  eyes 
with  it,  and  got 
rings  and 
brooches. 


[Pol.  2.]        For  the   parisch  prest  and  fe   pardonere 
siluer, 
That  fe  poraille  of  f e  parisch  •  sholde  haue  jif  f ei  nere. 
IT  Persones  and  parisch  prestes  •  pleyned  hem  to  fe 
bischop,  83 

)3at  here  parisshes  were  pore  •  sith  f  e  pestilence  tyme, 
go"to  London!'"^  To  hauc  a  lycence  and  a  leue  •  at  London  to  dwelle, 

And  syngen  fere  for  symonye  *  for  siluer  is  swete.      86 
+  Bifhops  and       ^  Bischopcs  and  bachelers  •  bothe  maistres  and  doctours, 


Parish-priests 
complain  that 
their  parishes 
-are  poor  now 
since  the  pesti 


G.3.   marehandise]  hive  marcliaun- 
di^e  W  ;  maucliaudises  (sk?)  C. 

66.  hij']  ]>e\  O. 

67.  myHcMcf]  niychief  L  ;  lucschiof 
WCO.     n-eq  vp  wel  OC2. 

69.  Tvitli]  \\'\\>  many  W. 

71.  ofvotven]  of  AuowesW  ;  and  of 
vowes  CO. 

72.  ////;«]  it  W. 

74.     honrJu'd]    biincliede    0  ;    3/?* 
M'riffht  jjrints  bouched.     dj/es']  eiien 


W  ;  yen  0  ;  eyen  C. 

77.  leuetli]  leue)?  it  or  lenef?  it 
(_viisj>nnfed  leveth  in)  W  ;  leiiys  or 
lenys  C  ;  louen  OC2.     ]>f/f]  as  W. 

78.  yblissed']  yblessed  W  :  Il)lessid  O, 
80.  Ac]  And  C.      hoy]  both  C. 

82.  jjoraiUc]  pore  porayle  0.  nere] 
ne  were  AVO. 

84.  parisshes]  parisse  C.  ^jo^y] 
pou^7"e  W.     ><.'/7/(  ).i^]  sith  C. 

8.5.  a  leue]  leue  WO. 


PROL.] 


CARDINAL    VIRTUES    AND    CARDINALS. 


pat  ban  cure  vncler  criste  •  and  crounyng  in  tokne      88 

And  signe  Jjat  Jjei  sliolden  •  shryuen  here  paroschienes, 

Prechen  and  prey  for  hem  •  and  fe  pore  fede, 

Liggen  in  London  •  in  lenten,  an  elles. 

So??ime  seruen  J>e  kyng  •  and  his  siluer  tellen,  92 

In  cheker  and  in  chancerye  •  chalengen  his  dettes. 

Of  wardes  and  wardmotes  •  weyiies  and  streynes. 

IF  And  some  seruen  as  seruantz  •  hordes  and  ladyes, 

And  in  stede  of  stuwardes  •  sytten  and  demen.  96 

Here  messe  and  here  matynes  •  and  many  of  here  oures 

Arn.  don  vndeuoutlych  ;  •  drede  is  at  fie  laste 

Lest  crist  in  cons[is]torie  '  acorse  ful  manye. 

I  parceyued  of  fe  power  •  fat  Peter  had  to  kepe,      100' 

To  hynde  and  to  vnhynde  •  as  pe  boke  telleth, 

How  he  it  left  wij?  loue  •  as  owre  lorde  hight, 

Amonges  foure  vertues  '  jje  best  of  alle  vertues, 

}3at  cardinales  ben  called  •  &  closyng  3atis,  104 

pevG  crist  is  in  kyngdome  •  to  close  and  to  shutte, 

And  to  opne  it  to  hem  •  and  heuene  blisse  shewe. 

Ac  of  fe  cardinales  atte  Courte  •  fiat  cau3t  of  jjat  name, 

And  power  presumed  in  hem  •  a  Pope  to  make,         108 

To  han  fiat  power  fiat  peter  hadde  •  inpugnen  I  nelle ; 

For  in  loue  and  letterure  •  f  e  elecciouH  bilongeth, 

Por-fii  I  can  and  can  nau^te  •  of  courte  speke  more. 

•([  )5anne  come  fiere  a  kyng  •  kny3thod  hym  laddc,  112 

Mi^t  of  f>e  comunes  •  made  hyin  to  regne, 

And  fanne  cam  kynde  wytte  •  and  clerkes  he  made, 


others  hnving 
cuie  of  souls  live 
in  London, even 
in  Lent.    (Cf.  A. 
pi-ol.  90.) 


t  Some  serve  the 
king  in  his 
exchequer. 


t  Some  are 
stewards  to  lords. 


t  St  Peter 
deputed  his  power 
of  the  keys  to  the 
four  cardinal 
virtues ; 


+  but  :is  lo  the 
power  of  the  men 
now  called 
cardinals— I  will 
not  impugn  it. 


Next  I  beheld  a 
kin;^. 


88,  crounyng'\  crowng  {sic)  C ; 
crovvnes  C2. 

91.  Lig(je)i'\  Lig<2;and  C,  in  Lon- 
don']  at  Londone  W. 

9.3.  chancerye'\  chauncelrie  W. 

94.  and  wardmotes^  and  of  warde- 
motes  W ;  of  wardemotes  OC2.  meyues 
and^  of  weyues  of  OC2. 

96.  stuivardes]  stywardes  W  ;  sti- 
wardes  C. 

99.  cunsistorie  WCO]  constorie  L. 
ncnrse^  a-curse  C  ;  curse  0, 


101.  to  itnbynde'\  vnbynden  W, 

102.  l(ff'\  self  (!)  OC2, 

103.  C  omits. 

105.  crist  is]  is  crist  W,     i/i]   in 
his  W. 

106.  ojjne']  opene  W  ;  open  C. 

107.  Ac^  And  C.     atte^  at  WO, 

108.  And']  Ac  (!)  O, 

109.  Jian']    haue    CO.     i7>2Juynen'] 
impugnen  W  ;  Impugne  it  0. 

110.  letterure']  in  lettrure  W. 

111.  and  can]  and  I  can  OC2, 


AN    ANGEL    SPEAKS    IN    LATIN. 


[PROL. 


t  He  and  his 
knights  said  the 
commons  must 
support  them, 
t  The  commons 
provided  plough- 
men to  till  the 
[Fol.  2  6.] 
soil. 


+  Then  a  lunatic 
cried  aloud  and 
said,  "Christ 
grant,  sir  king, 
that  you  may 
rule  well." 


t  Then  an  angel 
exclaimed  in 
Latin — 


t  giving  the  king 
good  advice. 


t  A  buffoon  re- 
plied in  Latin  to 
the  angel. 


For  to  conseille  pe  k^nig  •  and  pe  comune  sane. 
H  The  kyng  and  kny3thode  •  and  clergye  botlie        116 
Casten  fat  J)e  comune  '  shulde  hem-self  fynde. 
^  pe  cojnune  contreued  •  of  kynde  witte  craftes, 
And  for  profit  of  alle  Jie  poeple  •  plowmen  ordeygned, 
To  tilie  and  trauaile  •  as  trewe  lyf  askejj.  1 20 

pe  kynge  and  fe  comnrie  •  and  kynde  witte  Jie  thridde 
Shope  la  we  &  lewte  •  eche  man  to  knowe  his  owne. 
H  j)anne  loked  vp  a  lunatik  •  a  lene  Jjing  with-alle, 
And  knelyng  to  fe  kyng  '  clergealy  he  seyde;  12-4 

"  Crist  kepe  ]je,  sire  kyng  •  and  fi  kyngriche, 
AndTeue  Jie  lede  pi  londe  •  so  leute  ])e  louye, 
And  for  Jii  ri3tful  rewlyng  •  he  rewarded  in  heuene  !  " 
^  And   sithen  in   pe    eyre    an   hiegh  •  An   angel   of 

heuene 
Lowed  to  speke  in  latyn —  •  for  lewed  men  ne  coude 
langle  ne  iugge  •  })at  iustitie  hem  shulde,  130 

But  suffren  &  seruen —  •  for-tlii  seyde  pe  angel, 
"  Sum  Rex,  sum  Prmcejos  •  neutrum  fortasse  deinr.ejps  ; — 
0  qui  iura  regis  '  ChrisH  specialia  regis,  133 

Hoc  quod  agas  melius  •  iustus  es,  esto  pins  ! 
Nudum  ms  a  te  •  vestiri  vidt  pietcde  ; 
Qualia  vis  meter e  •  talia  grana  sere.  13G 

Si  ius  nudatur  '  nudo  de  iure  metatur. 
Si  seritur  pietas  •  de  j^ietate  metas  !  " 
If   Thanne   greued   hjan   a  Goliardeys  •  a  glotou?^  of 

wordes, 
And  to  pe  angel  an  hei3  •  [answered]  after,  1  10 

'^  Dum  rex  a  regere  •  dicatur  nomen  hahere, 
Noraen  Jiabet  sine  re  '  nisi  studet  iura  tenere." 


1 1 8.    cmitrfivecV]    controuod    (jjro- 
hahli/  mhn'ntteri)  C. 

120.  and  travailed  and  to  t/'rtuaille 
W. 

121.  and  Jn/ndc']  kynde  C. 

1 22.  lewte'}  leaute  WC  ;  leutc  0. 
125.  Jrc7'e  commences  the  fragment 

of  M^.  B.  which  is  HOW  found  in  MS. 


Lansdowne  308  ;  see  the  Preface. 

12f).  lei/e'\  leue  or  lene  WCO.  Icdcl 
to  lede  OC2. 

135.  ills']  vis  R. 

137.  ins]  vis  R. 

140.  [^answered  C]  answcrde  AV ; 
answerede  O;  answeres  LR. 

m.  />ww]  so  in  LWR  ;  Cum  CO. 


PROL.]  THE    hat's    COUNSEL    AGAINST    THE    CAT.  7 

IT  And  jjanne  gan  alle  pe  comiine  '  cryc  in  vers  of  latin,  t  tuo  commons 

loo  spoke  in 

To  ])G  kynges  couseille  •  construe  no-so  wolde —       144  Latin. 

'^  Precept  a  Ri'ijis  •  ■•nmf  )Kih/y  rinnihi  Injis.^'' 

II  Wib  bat  ran  brvr  a  routi;'  •  of  ratynos  at  ones,  t  Then  a  rout  of 

'  ""'  rats  and  mice  ran 

And  sniale  mys  with  hem  •  mo  fen  a  Jjousande,  together  to  take 

And  comen  to  a  conseille  •  for  here  comune  profit ;  148 
For  a  cat  of  a  courte  •  cam  whan  hym  lyked, 
And  ouerlepe  hem  lyjtHch  •  and  lau3te  hem  at  his  wille, 
And  pleyde  wijj  hem  perilouslych  •  and  possed  [hem] 
aboute.  151 

^^^v^»<^^i'  For  doiite  of  dyuerse  dredes  •  we  dar  nouite  wel  lolce  ;  +  "  we  are  aii 

afraid  of  the  cat." 

And  3 if  we  gruc^hfi^of  his  gamen  •  he  wil  greue  vs  alle, 

Cracche  vs,  or  clowe  vs  •  and  in  his  cloches  holde. 

That  vs  lotheth  Jje  lyf  •  or  he  lete  vs  passe. 

My3te  we  wi])  any  witte  •  his  wille  withstonde,         156 

We  my^te  he  lordes  aloft  •  and  lyuen  at  owre  ese." 

IT  A  raton  of  renon  •  most  renable  of  tonge,  t  a  rat  of  renown 

Seide  for  a  souereygne  •  helji  to  hym-selue  ; —  [FoI.  3.] 

"  I  haue  ysein  seggcs,"  quod  he  •  "  in  Jje  cite  of  london  London  welr^ "' 

Beren  hijes  ful  briite  "  abouten  here  nekkes,  161  eoi'ws  on  their 

y  -^  '  necks. 

And  some  colers  of  crafty  werk  ;  •  vncoupled  J>ei  wenden 
I  Uojje  in  wareine  &  in  waste  •  where  hem  leue  lyketh ; 
lAnd  otlierwhile  Jiei  aren  elles- where  •  as  I  here  telle.  164 

Were  fere  a  belle  on  here  bei3  '  hi  Ihejsu,  as  me  thynketh,  t  a  beii  might  be 

.  .  .  hung  on  to  such 

Men  myjte  wite  where  fei  went  •  and  aweijrenne  !  a  collar. 

And  ri3t  so,"  quod  fat  ratoure  •  "  reson  me  sheweth,         t  Let  us  put  a 

143.  And  \>anne]  Thanne  W.     co-  157.  aloft'\  o-lofte  W  ;  on  lofte  E. 

mnnc^  comunes  0.     vers]  a  vers  R.  158.  renoti]  renoimWCO.  renable^ 

147.  ?»2^s]  meesW;  myce  O.     ivHlt]  resonable  R. 

mycl  W.  159.  hym-selue]  hem  alle  R. 

118.  here]  jse  W.  160.   ysein]  seyn  CO ;  y-seyen  W. 

149.  courte]  contree  W.  segges]  segthis  C. 

151.  [^m  COR]  LW  o)w-.  'l61.  ^e;-e?i]  WerenC.    biys]  \>c\yd?, 

152.  dar]  doren  0  ;  durre  C2.    wel]  W  ;  behes  C  ;  byes  0  ;  bejes  E. 

C  om.  162.  wenden]  so  in  LCOR  ;  wenten 

153.  of]  R  om.  W. 

154.  07']  &  O.     clowe]  clawen  W  ;          163.  hern  leue  lyketh]  hem-seK  liked 
clawe  RO  ;  clow  C.  W  ;  J^aym  lef  lyke|?  R. 

155.  07-]  er  WR.  165.  bei:^]  highes  C  ;  byesO;  b}'e  R. 

156.  7ville]  wit  C  ()vrflngly).  167.  \>at]  \>e  O. 


THE    RATS    DARE    NOT    "BELL    THE    CAT. 


[rROL. 


collar  and  bell  on 
tlie  cat's  neck. 


t  Wlien  lie  is 
playful,  we  can 
stay ;  when 
wrathful,  we 
must  run  away." 


t  But  when  the 
bell  was  bought, 
never  a  rat  durst 
hang  it  on  the 
cat's  neck. 


t  So  theirs  was 
labour  lost. 

t  A  mouse  ad- 
dressed the  rout, 
saying, 


t  "If  we  kill  the 
old  cat,  a  young 
one  will  come ; 


t  and  it  is  very 


To  bugge  a  belle  of  brasse  •  or  of  bii3te  s^'luer,  168 

And  kuitten  on  a  colere  •  for  owvecomune  profit, 
And  hangen  it  vp-on  jjc  cattes  lials  •  fanne  here  we 

mowen 
Where  he  ritt  or  rest  ■  or  renneth  to  playe. 
And  jif  him  list  for  to  laike  •  fenne  loke  we  mowen,  172 
And  peren  in  his  presenoe  •  J)er  while  hyni  plaie  liketh, 
And  3if  him  wrattheth,  be  ywar  •  and  liis  weye  shonye." 
^  Alle  jjis  route  of  ratones  •  to  |)is^reson^^ei_assented. 
Ac  ])o  pe  belle  was  ybou3t  •  and  on  fe  bei3e  hanged,  17G 
Jjere  ne  was  ratou/i  in  alle  J)e  route  •  for  alle  Jje  reAvme 

of  FrauMce, 
))at  dorst  haue  j'bounden  pe  belle  •   aboute  fie  cattis 

nekke, 
Ne  hangen  [it]  aboute  pe  cattes  hals  •  al  Engelonde  to 

Wynne ; 
j  And  helden  hem  vnhardy  •  and  here  conseille  feble,  180 
And  leten  here  laboure  lost  •  &  alle  here  longe  stndye. 
H  A  mous  fat  moche^good  •  couthe,  as  me  thou3te, 
Stroke  forth  sternly  ■  and  stode  biforn  hem  alle, 
And  to  pe  route  of  ratones  '  reherced  jjese  Avordes  ;  184 
"  Thou3  we  culled  Jje  catte  •  3ut  sholde  fer  come  an- 
other. 
To  cracchy  vs  and  al  owre  kynde  •  )?ou3  we  croupe  vnder 

benches. 
For-Jji  I  conseille  alle  pe  comune  '  to  lat  pe  catte  worthe, 
And  be  we  neuer  so  bolde  •  Jjc  belle  hym  to  shewe  ;  188 
For  I  herde  my  sire  seyn  *  is  seuene  ^ere  ypassed, 


168.  hfif/^e]  higffo.  CO  ;  bye  Cz. 
1  CD.  on]  it  on  W. 

170.  W  omits. 

171.  R  omits,     resf]  resti\)  O. 

172.  R  omits. 

173.  ]}cr  n-kilcl  ]:o.  while  WR. 

174.  yivarl  war  W. 

175.  \^is  (1)]  \,e  R.     ]>ci}  O  om. 
17().  Ac]  And  C.  yhoiiT^t]  y-brou^t  W. 

177.  rcivmc]  rcfiurae  W  ;  reem  C. 

178.  yboundcn}  bounden  W ;  bounde 


179.  [if]  occurs  in  WCROC2  ;  L 
om:     ]}e  cattes]  his  R. 

180.  Awr]  Alle  W. 

181.  alle]  O  om. 
184,  route  of]  0  om. 

18.5.  culled]  killon  W;  knlled  C; 
kill.'den  0  ;  had  IcuHod  R. 

186.  cracchy]  cracche  0 ;  cacchen 
\V  ;  cache  C2.  croujjc]  cropen  W , 
crepe  C  ;  crope  R. 

188.  so]  W  om. 


PKOL.]  THE    mouse's    EXCELLENT    ADVICE.  9 

)pere  \ie  catte  is  a  kitouw  •  jje  courte  is  fill  elyng  ;      190  bad  for  the  court 

Jjat  witnisseth  holiwrite  '  who-so  wil  it  rede,  reigns. 

Ve  terre  vhi  j^uer  rex  est,  <^-c.  f  Eccies.  x.  i6. 

I  For  may  no  renke  jjere  rest  haue  •  for  ratones  bi  ny3te  ; 
I  J3e  while  he  cacchej)  conynges  •  he  coueiteth  noii3t  owre 
'.  caroyne,  193 

But  fet  hjjQ.  al  with  venesou/i  •  defame  we  hym  neuere. 

For  better  is  a  litel  losse  •  ban  a  longe  sorwe,  t  Better  a  uttie 

,  loss  than  a  long 

ijje  mase  amonge  vs  alle  •  \>o\i^  we  mysse  a  schrewe.  19G  sorrow. 
For  many  manniw  malt  •  we  mys  wolde  destruye,  t  Mice  .ind  rats 

are  a  nuisance, 

And  also  30  route  of  ratones  •  rende  mennes  clothes,        as  weii  as  cats. 
!N"ere  fat  cat  of  |?at  courte  *  J)at  can  30W  ouerlepe  ; 
For  had  36  rattes  3owre  wille  *  36  couthe  nou3t  reule 

30wre-seliie.  200 

I  sey  for  me,"  quod  Ipe  mous  •  "  I  s&  so  mykel  after,  [FoI.  3  v.] 

Shal  neuer  ]>&  cat  ne  fe  kitouw  •  bi  my  conseille  be 

greued, 
'Ne  carpyng  of  jjis  coler  •  ]3at  costed  me  neiire.  1 1  <Jo  not  pay 

.  111-1  -Til  ™y  share  for  the 

And  J50U3  it  had  coste  me  catel  •  biknowen  it  i  nolde,     coUar. 
But  suffre  as  hym-self  wolde  •  to  do  as  hym  liketh,  205  t  Let  them  go 

where  they  like." 

Coupled  &  vncoupled  •  to  cacche  what  thai  mo  we. 
For-fii  vche    a   wise   wi3te    I   warne    •    wite   wel    his 
'  owne." — 


IF  ^Yhat  fis  meteles  bemeneth  '  36  men  |)at  be  merye, 

Deuine  36,  for  I  ne  dar  •  bi  dere  god  in  heiiene !       209 

IT  3it  houed  Jiere  an  hondreth  •  in  hoiuies  of  selke,  There  were  a 

.  .  hundred 

Seriaunt3  it  semed  •  pat  serueden  atte  barre,  sergeants  in  siik 

Plededen  for  penyes  •  and  pomades  pe  lawe,  212 


hoods,  law- 


192.  perel  no  R.  20-1.  had  coste']  hadde  costned  W ; 

193.  oivrel  youre  W.  costed  R. 

194.  fet]  fede)?  W;  fedes  C.  al]  Oom.  207.  For]pi—nn-^te]  For  vche  a  wyse 
196.  C  o))i.  man  R.    rche]  ech  W  ;  ilke  C. 

198.  3^]  the  C  ;  >e  0.  208.  bemeneth]  bymene  R, 

199.  \!at  cat  of  \>at]   {^e  cat  of  pat  209.  for— dar]  ne  dar  I  nou3t  R. 
W  ;  f^at  cat  of  {^e  R.  211.  it  semed]   it  bi-semed  W  ;   it 

200.  rattes]  ratones  R.  semeden  0  ;  as  it  semed  C.     atte]  at 

201.  for  me]  it  for  mv-self  R.  ]^e  WOR. 

203.  Ne]  Thoru3  W.'^  costed]   cost  212.  Plededen]    Pleteden  WCRO  ; 

CO.  rieded  C2. 


10 


BAKERS,    BREWERS,    MASONS,    COOKS. 


[PROL. 


pleaders,  who 
never  spoke  till 
they  saw  their 
money. 


6 

I  saw  too  barons, 
burgesses,  bond- 
men, 

bakers,  butclicrs, 
brewsters,  and 
others;  and 
ditchers  who  lead 
ill  lives,  and  sing 
idle  songs. 


Cooks  were  cry- 
ing "  hot  pies," 
and  taverners 
were  praising 
their  wine. 


And  nou3t  for  loue  of  owre  lorde  •  vnlese  here  lippes 

onis. 
)3ow  myjtest  better  mete  Jje  myste  •  on  maluerne  huUes, 
j)an  gete  a  raomme  of  here  niouthe  •  but  money  ^yere 

shewed. 
*fr  Barones  an  burgeis  •  and  bonde-men  als  216 

I  sei^  in  fis  assemble  •  as  ^e  shul  here  after. 
Baxsteres  &  brewesteres  '  and  bocheres  manye, 
"Wollewebsteres  •  and  weueres  of  lynnen, 
Taillours  and  tynkeres  •  &  tolleres  in  marketes,         220 
Masons  and  mjnours  '  and  many  other  craftes. 
Of  alkui_libbyng  laboreres  •  lopen  forth  so??zme, 
As  dykers  &  delueres  •  J)at  doth  here  dedes  ille, 
And  dryuen  forth   fe  [longe]  day  •  with  "  Dieu  vous 

saue,  DameEmme!"  224 

Cokes  and  here  knaues  •  crieden,  "  bote  pies,  bote  ! 
Gode  gris  a[nd]  gees  •  gowe  dyne,  gowe  ! " 
IF  Tauerners  vn-til  hem  •  tolde  fe  same, 
"  White  wyn  of  Oseye  •  and  red  wyn  of  Gascoigne,  228 
Of  pe  Eyne  and  of  \)Q  Eochel  *  fe  roste  to  defye." — 
Al  ])is  seij  I  slepyng  •  and  seuene  sythes  more. 


21.3.    vnlese'}    vnlose   (jJi'hitcd   un- 
close) W  ;  vnlose  0  ;  vnlouse  C. 
2U.  )?<?]  W  am. 

215.  momme'\  mom  W ;  mu?«mo 
OR.  but — 7cere'\  but  monele  be  O  ;  til 
moneie  be  W  ;  er  mony  hem  by  R.  L 
has  monoy,  miswritten  for  money  ; 
cf.  Pass.  I.  1.  44. 

216.  biirffeis'j  burgeises  W. 
218.  Ba.vteren']  baksteres  WR. 
222.    alkin']    alle    kynnc   W ;    alle 


kyn  O  ;  alkyn  C  ;  alle  R. 

223.  dofli^  doon  WO  ;  does  G. 

224.  llonffe']  so  in  WCO;  L  has 
dere.  Cf.  Text  A.  pe  —  dai/}  bere 
dayes  here  R.     Tons']  W  om. 

226.  and^  and  WRO ;  an  C  ;  L  lias  a. 

227.  tolde']  trewely  tolden  W. 

228.  red  ivyn']  R  om. 

230.  \V  om'its  ;  but  Mr  Wright  sup- 
plies the  line  from  ilS.  T  (of  the  A- 
class).     sc'n]  sawe  CO. 


PASS.   I.]  THE    VISION    OF    HOLY    CHURCH.  11 


PASSUS  I. 

Pass7is  Prinms  de  viswne. 

7 

What  this  niontaigne  bymeneth  •  and  Jje  merke  dale,     i  now  teii  the 
meaning  of  the 
And  pe  felde  ful  of  folke  •  I  shal  30\v  faire  schewe.  mountain,  the 

A  loueli  ladi  of  lere  •  in  lynnen  yclothed,  fi'ei^' 

Come  do-\vn  fram  a  castel  •  and  called  me  faire,  4  fame  down  from 

And  seide,  "  Sone,  slepestow  •  sestow  jjis  poeple,  Lde  me  look  at 

How  bisi  fei  ben  •  abouten  jpe  mase?  the  people; 

j)e  moste  partie  of  fis  poeple  •  Jjat  passeth  on  fiis  erthe,  most  of  whom 

.  ....  TT  ••!  1  seek  only  worship 

Haue.Jjei  worschip  m  fis  worlde  •  pei  wilne  no  better;     inthiswori(i(here 
Of  other  henene  ban  here  •  holde  bei  no  tale."  9        [FoI.  4.] 

imaged  by  a 

IF  I  was  aferd  of  her  face  •  J3ei3  she  faire  were,  fieidj. 

,..  I  was  afraid,  and 

And  seide,  "mercy,  Madame  •  what  is  fis  to  mene  ?         asked  what  it  aii 

"  j)e  toure  vp  J)e  toft,"  qiiod  she  •  "  treuthe  is  J^ere-inne,  ■■  in  tiie  tower," 

And  wolde  fat  ^e  wroujte  •  as  his  worde  techeth  ;       13  Truth"!' e ' God 

For  he  is  fader  of  feith  •  fourmed  30W  alle,  *^^  Creator, 

Bothe  with  fel  and  with  face  •  and  3af  30W  fyne  wittis 

Forto  worschip  hym  Jier-with  •  fie  while  fat  36  ben  here. 

And  Jjerfore  he  hy3te  Jje  erthe  •  to  help  30W  vchone  17  who  gives  men 

Of  wollen,  of  lynnen  •  of  lyflode  at  nede,  '    sufficient. 

In  mesnrable  manere  '  to  make  30W  at  ese  ; 

II  And  comaunded  of  his  curteisye  •  in  comune  free  Three  things  are 

,  .  nn    really  needful, — 

finges ;  20        •'  ' 

Title.    So  in  LWC  ;  Passus  nriraus  s/;e]  scho  C. 

(le  visione  petri  plowman  R  ;  Primus  12.  toin'e']  thorn*  C.     rj)']  on  W. 

Passus  0.  13.  techeth']  thecheth  C. 

3.  Ze/'c]  leere  W  ;  lyre  C.  14.  is]  0  out.  fonrmed^  and  formed 

5.  sestow]  sest  \>o\v  R  ;  seest  )po\i  0.  W. 

fi.  abouten]  alle  aboute  W.  16.  }pe]  W  om.     pat]  0  om. 

10.  nfercl]  a-fered  CW  ;  a-feerd  0.  18.  of  lyflode]  0  lifode  (_sic)  C. 


12 


THREE    THINGS    NEEDFUL    FOR    LIFE. 


[pass.  I. 


clotlies,  meat, 
and  drink. 


But  beware  of 
drink,  and  re- 
member Lot's 
sin. 


wliich  was  caused 
by  drunkenness. 


t  Gen.  six.  32. 


t  Thus  was  Lot 
encuuibered. 


Moderation  is 
wliolesome, 
t)ioi\gh  ll;e 
appetite  be  keen. 

Believe  not  thy 

body,  which  is 

9 

leagued  with  the 

fiend ;  tlierefore 

beware." 


Arne  none  nedfiil  but  J30  *  and  nempne  liem  I  tliinke, 
And  rekne  hem  bi  resou/i  •  reherce  ])ow  hem  after. 
That  one  is  vesture  ^from  chele  fe  to  saue, 
And  mete  atte  raele  •  for  myseise  of  ])i-selue,  24 

And  d^nke^whan  Jiow  dryest  •  ac   do  nou3t  out  of 

resouji ; 
That  jjow  worth  Tpe  werse  ■  whan  Jiow  worche  shuklest. 
IF  For  loth  in  his  lifdayes  •  for  likyng  of  drynke, 
Dede  bi  his  dou^trcs  •  fat  Jje  deuel  lyked  ;  28 

Delited  hym  in  drynke  •  as  jje  deuel  wolde, 
And  lecherye  hym  laujt  •  aiid  lay  bi  hem  hope  ; 
And  al  he  witt  it  wyn  •  fat  wikked  dede. 

Liehriaimis  eum  vino,  donniainus  que  cum  eo, 

Vt  seruare  possimus  de  patre  nostra  semen. 

Thorw  wyn  and  forw  women  •  J?ere  was  loth  acombred, 

And  fere  gat  in  glotonye  •  gerhs  fat  were  cherlis.       33 

Eor-fi  drede  delitable  drynke  •  and  fow  shall  do  fe 

bettere  ; 
Mesure  is  medcyne  •  f 0U3  fow  moche  3erne. 
It  is  nau3t  al  gode  to  f  e  goste  •  fat  f e  gutte  axef ,       3G 
'Ne  lifiode  to  f i  likam  •  [fat  lecf  is  to  f  i  soule. 
Leue  not  fi  likam]  •  for  a  Iyer  him  techeth, 
That  is  f  e  wrecched  worlde  •  wolde  f  e  bitraye. 
For  f e  fende  and  fi  flesch  •  folweth  f e  to-gidere,         40 
This  and  fat  [sueth]  f i  soule  •  and  seith  it  in  fin  lierte ; 


21.  and]  0  07n. 

22.  \}flw]  36  O: 

23.  is']  W  om.  i-esture]  c]othinn;e 
C2.  chele]  chelde  C  ;  cokl  W  ;  colde 
C2. 

24.  atte]  at  W  ;  at  ^e  R ;  atte  the 
C. 

25.  ac]  and  CC2. 

28.  lylcfir]  wolde  C.  But  C  omits 
the  next  line,  which  ends  with  wolde. 

31.  0  omits,     it]  it  Jje  WC. 

33.  giat]  he  gate  O.  gerlis]  barues 
C.     cherlis]  karles  C. 

3.5.  niochc]  myche  0 ;  muchel  W  ; 
niikile  C  ;  muche  R. 


36.  to]  for  O.  \)e—axcY]  guttis 
askys  C. 

37,  38.  \_]>at  lerf—not  yi  likam] 
LWC  wronfjb/  omit  this,  on-ing  to  the 
repetition  0/ likam  ;  Imt  we  find — J^at 
leef  is  \i\  soule  Lef  nau3t  j^i  licanie  R  ; 
J;at  lei'f  is  to  Y\  soule  Leeue  )>o\x  not 
Y\  likliam  OC2.     Cf.  Text  A. 

3il.  ><:]  a  0. 

40.  Y^  W  om. 

41.  \_siicth]  so  in  R.  The  other 
readings  hardlg  malte  sense  ;  thcg  are 
— seest  L  ;  see)?  WO  ;  sees  C  ;  seijj 
C2.  Cf.  Text  A.  seith]  setth  C.  if\ 
O  om. 


PASS.   I.] 


THE    TREASURES    OF    THE    WORLD. 
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And  for  jjow  sboldest  })en  ywar  "  I  wisse  pG  po  beste." 
IT  "  Madame,  raercy"  quod  I  •  "  me  liketh  wel  30wre 
wordes.  43 

Ac  ])c  moneye  of  jis  taolde  •  Jjat  men  so  faste  holdeth, 
Telle  me  to  whom,  Madame  •  jjat  ti-esore  a_ppendetli  ] " 
IT  "  Go  to  fe  gospel,"  qiiud  she  •  "  pat  god  seide  hym- 

seluen, 
Tho  JJB  poeple  hym  apposed  •  wij)  a  peny  in  jje  temple, 
I  Whether    pei    shiilde    fer-with    •    worschip    Jje    kyng 
i  Sesar.  48 

And  god  axed  of  hem  •  of  whome  spake  pe  lettre, 
I  And  pe  ymage  ilyke  •  fat  |)ere-inne  stondeth  1 
'  Cesaris,'  ]jei  seide  •  '  we  sen  hym  wel  vchone.' 
^  '  Reddite  cesari,^  quod  god  •  '  ^at  cesari  bifalleth,    52 
Et  que  sunt  del,  deo  '  or  elles  36  done  ille.' 
For  ri^tful  reson  •  shulde  rewle  30 w  alle, 
And  kynde  witte  be  wardeyne  •  30wre  welthe  to  kepe, 
And  tutour  of  30ure  tresore  •  and  take  it  30W  at  nede  ; 
For  housbonderye  &  hij  •  holden  togideres."  57 

Jjanne  I  frained  hir  faii-e  •  for  hym  J)at  hir  made, 
"  That  dongeouw  in  jje  dale  •  Jjat  dredful  is  of  si3te. 
What  may  it  be  to  mene  •  ma-dame,  1 30 w  biseche  1 "    60 
51  "  ]3at  is  pe  castel  of  care  •  who-so  cometh  ])erinne 
May  banne  Jjat  he  borne  was  •  to  body  or  to  soule. 
ferinne  wonieth  a  wi3te  •  |)at  wronge  is  yhote, 
Fader  of  falshed  •  and  founded  it  hym-selue.  64 

Adam  and  Eue  •  he  egged  to  ille, 


I  thanked  her, 
and  asked  lier  to 
whom  the 
treasures  of  the 
world  belonged. 


She  bade  me  go 
to  the  gospel,  and 
read  how  Christ 
was  tempted  by 
being  shown  a 
[Fol.  4  6.] 
penny. 


"  Render  unto 
Caisar,"  &c.  (Matt. 
xxii.  21). 

Reason  and 

common  sense 
should  rule  you. 


Then  I  asked  her 
what  the  deep 
dale  meant. 

"  That  is  the 
castle  of  care," 
she  said,  "  the 
abode  of  Satan, 


who  deceived 
Adam  and  Eve, 


42.  ynY/rl  ware  C.    bcufe']  bettre  0. 

44.  Ac^  Aud  C.     holdeth']  kepeth 
R. 

45.  to — Madame']  madame  to  whom 
E. 

47.    Tho]  \Mien  C;    To   0.     hym'] 
fiat  hym  0. 

49.  axed]  asked  WCO.     hem']  hym 
W. 

50.  ilyke]  was  lik  W. 

51.  Cesaris]  Cesares  W ;   Cesar  C. 
hym]  it  W. 


52.  cesari  (2)]  cesar  C. 
5.3.  ille]  yuele  O. 

54.  ri^t/ul]  ri3tfully  W. 

55.  welthe  to  hepe]  wele  to  kype  C. 

57.  For]  And  0.     hij]  \>qi  O  ;  heo 
R. 

58.  Air  (2)]  me  W. 

60.  Mseche']  be  biseche  C  {an  oh- 
viovs  error). 

61.  }?e]  a  R.     cometh]  com)?  W, 

62.  or]  &  O. 
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HOLY    CHURCH    DECLARES    HERSELF. 


[pass.  I. 


and  Cain,  and 
Judas. 


He  hinders  love, 
and  deceives  all 
that  trust  in  vain 
treasure." 
Tlien  I  wondered 
who  she  was,  and 
conjured  her  to 
telt  me  her  came. 


"  I  am  Holy 
Church,  who 
received  thee  in 
infancy ;  thou 
broughtest  me 
then  pledges,  to 
work  my  will." 


Then  I  prayed 
her  to  teach  me 
Clirist's  will, 


11 

for  I  wished  for  no 
treasure  but  my 
soul's  salvation. 


"  Truth  is  the 
best  of  treasures ; 


[Fol.  5.] 
wlioever  is  true 


Conseilled  caym  •  to  kuUen  his  brother ; 

ludas  he  iaped  •  with  iuwen  siluer, 

And  si  then  on  an  eller  •  honged  hym  after.  68 

He  is  letter  of  loue  •  and  lyeth  hem  alle, 

That  trusten  on  his  tresor  •  bitrayeth  he  sonnest." 

IF  Thanne  had  I  wonder  in  my  witt  •  what  wo»iman  it 

were 
j?at  such  Avise  wordes  •  of  holy  writ  shewed  ;  72 

And  asked  hir  on  Jje  hieje  name  •  ar  heo  Jiennes  3eode, 
"What  she  were  witterli  •  Jjat  wissed  me  so  faire  1 
IF  "  Holicherche  I  am,"  quod  she  •  "  fow  oii3test  me  to 

kuowe, 
I  vnderfonge  fe  firste  •  and  pe  feyth  tau3te,  7G 

And  brou3test  me  borwes  •  my  biddyng  to  fulfille, 
And  to  loue  me  lelly  •  Jje  while  jji  lyf  dureth." 
IT  Thanne  I  courbed  on  my  knees  •  and  cryed  hir  of 

grace, 
And  preyed  hir  pitousely  •  prey  for  my  synnes,  80 

And  also  [kenne]  me  kyndeli  •  on  criste  to  bileue, 
That  I  mi3te  worchen  his  wille  •  ]jat  wrou3te  me  to  man  ; 
"  Teche  me  to  no  tresore  •  but  telle  me  fis  ilke, 
How  I  may  saue  my  soule  •  fat  seynt  art  yholden  ? "  84 
IT  "  ^Yhan  alle  tresoresjiren  tried,"  qiiod  she  •  "  trewtlie 

is  }?e  best ; 
I  do  it  on  deu-s  caritas  •  to  deme  pe  sofe  ; 
It  is  as  derworth  a  drewery  •  as  dere  god  hym-seluen. 
H  ^Vho-so  is  trewe  of  his  tonge  •  &  telleth  none  other, 


CG.  hillen']  killen  WCO. 

67.  iiuven]  lewes  R  ;  luwes  Ca. 

G8.  ail]  C  om.  hym  after']  hjon- 
selue  W  ;  hyw  selue,  corrected  to  hym 
after  0. 

70.  he]  he  hem  W.  h'ltrayeih  hf] 
l)ytra3'ed  aren  R. 

71.  it]  sche  R. 

72.  shoved']  me  scheued  C. 

73.  on]  in  CO.  ar  heo]  er  she  W  ; 
ers  scho  C  ;  er  sche  O  ;  er  heo  R. 

76.  vnderfonge']  vnderfeng  W. 


77.  And]  And  )po\x  O. 

78.  me]  C  om.    vie  Iclh/]  lely  me  R. 

79.  courbed]  coureed  C. 

80.  Jjrey]  to  preye  R. 

81.  [l/riuie  WCRO]    L   rornijjf/y 
has  kende. 

82.  R  omits. 

So.    aren   tried]    been    I-trycd    0. 
quod  she]  CO  om. 

87.  It]  jsat  it  R.     dren-erij]  drury 
W. 

88.  Who.fo]  Who  W  ;  IIo  R. 


PASS.   I.] 


CHRIST    APPOINTEU    ARCHANGELS. 
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and    Wilneth    no    man    in  word  and  work 
_,  „    is  like  our  Lord. 

89 


Luke  viii.  21. 


Kings  andkniglits 
should  govern 
rightfully,  and 
bind  trans- 
gressors ; 


And  doth  Jje  werkis  |)er-witli 

iUe, 
He  is  a  god  bi  pe  gospel  •  agrouude  and  aloft, 
And  yUke  to  owre  lorde  •  bi  seynteAukes  wordes. 
\)G  clerkes  fat  knowef)  fiis  •  sliulde  kenne  it  aboute,    92 
For  cristene  and  vncristne  '  clame]?  it  vchone. 
^  KjTiges  &  kiii3tes  •  shulde  kepe  it  In  vesowi, 
Eiden  and  rappe  down  •  in  reiimes  aboute, 
And  taken  trangresmres  '  and  tyen  hem  faste,  9G 

Til  treuthe  had  ytermyned  •  her  trespas  to  J>e  ende. 
And  J>at  is  fe  p?'ofessioun  appertly  •  Jjat  appendeth  for  and  to  do  so  is 

far  better  than  to 
knyjtes,  fast  on  Fridays. 

And  nou3t  to  fasten  a  fry  day  •  in  f}T.ie  score  wynter ;  99 

But  holden  wijj  him  &  with  hir  •  Jjat  wolden  al  treuthe, 

And  neuer  leue  hem  for  loue  •  ne  for  lacchyng  of  syluer.  12 

IT  For  Dauid  in  liis  dayes  •  dubbed  kni^tes,  For  David  dubbed 

And  did  hem  swere  on  here  swerde  '  to  serue  trewthe  TruUi.^ 

euere  ; 
And  who-so  passed  jjat  poynte  •  was   cqjostata  in  Jje 

ordre.  104 

IT  But  criste  kingene  kynge  •  knitted  ten, 
Cherubyn  and  seraphin  •  suche  seuene  and  an-othre, 
And  3af  hem  my3te  in  his  maieste  •  j)e  muryer  hem 

J)0U3te ; 
And  ouer  his  mene  meyne  •  made  hem  archan^eles,    108 
Taujte  hem  bi  jje  Trinitee  '  treuthe  to  knowe,  taught  them 

rnii  L  ^  ■     T  ■  1  ^  iiii  Truth  and 

i  0  be  buxome  at  his  biddyng  •  he  bad  hem  nou3te  elles.  obedience. 

^  Lucifer  wi])  legiounes  •  lerned  it  in  heuene,  Lucifer  was  most 

But  for  he  brake  buxumnesse  •  his  blisse  gan  he  tyne,     b'l-ake obedience: 


And  Christ,  too, 
knighted 
Cherubim  and 
Seraphim,  and 


89.  doth']  0  om. 

90.  ar/rounde]  on  ground  0.    aloft] 
on  loft  b  ;  o  lofte  W. 

93.  claine])']  c\ejvaft\>'W ; clajTueth R. 

95.  doTV7i]  adouw  O. 

96.  trangressores']    marlted    as    a 
Latin  word  \n  WC  ;  transgressouris  0, 

98.  \e\  W  om.    for]  to  WO. 

99.  fl]  o  W. 
101,  And]  Ne  R. 


103.     swerde]      swerde      (^printed 
swerdes)  W  ;  swerd  CO  ;  swerdes  R, 
101.  \>at]  )p%  O.     nras]  is  0. 

105.  kitu/ene]  kyngen  C. 

106.  an-othre]  o)>erQ  W. 

107.  mnryer]    mlswritten    murger 
L  ;  murgur  R  ;  murier  W  ;  muryer  C. 

108.  meyne]  mejTige  C. 
110.   T(>]  And  R. 

112.  Butfoj-]  Til  R. 


IG 


THE    FALL   OF    LUCIFER. 


[pass.  I. 


and  then  lie  and 
his  fellows  became 
fiends. 


+  His  fellows  had 
trusted  his  lies. 


+  Isaiah  xiv.  H. 


t  The  fiends  fell 
for  nine  days, 
till  God  shut 
Iieaven. 


[Fol.  5  6.] 
Lucifer,  for  his 
exceeding  pride, 
lies  lowest  in 
hell ;  with  him  all 
wrongdoers  shall 
dwell. 

Bin  they  that  do 
after  the  word         , 
may  be  sure  of      ? 
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heaven ;  and 
therefore  say  I 
that  Truth  is  the 
best  treasure." 


And  fel  fro  jjaf  felawship  •  in  a  fendes  liknes,  113 

In-to  a  depe  derke  lielle  •  to  dwelle  jjere  for  eiire  ; 
And  mo  J?owsandes  wijj  him  ■  fan  man  couthe  nounibre, 
Lopen  out  vn])  Lucifer  •  in  lothelicli  forme,  116 

For  Jjei  leueden  vjjon  hym  •  pat  lyed  in  J)is  manere  : 

Ponam  pedem  i>i  aquUone,  et  similis  ero  alfis- 
simo. 
%  And  alle  ]?at  hoped  it   mi^te  be  so   •  none  heuene 

mi^te  hem  holde, 
But  fellen  out  in  fendes  liknesse  •  nyne  dayes  togideres, 
Til  god  of  his  goodnesse  •  gau  stable  and  stynte,       120 
And  garte  fe  heuene  to  stekye  •  and  stonden  in  quiete. 
^  "VVlian  thise    wikked   went   out   •    wonderwise   jjei 

fellen, 
So??nne  in  eyre,  somme  in  erthe  •  &  so??nne  in  belle  depe; 
Ac  lucifer  lowest  •  lith  of  hem  alle  ;  124 

For  pryde  fat  he  pult  out  •  his  peyne  hath  none  ende ; 
And  alle  fat  worcbe  with  ^\Tonge  •  Avenden  hij  shuUe 
After  her  deth  day  ■  and  dwclle  wif  fat  shrewe. 
Ac  fo  fat  worcbe  wel  '  as  boliwritt  telletb,  128 

And  enden  as  I  ere  seide  •  in  treuthe,  fat  is  f e  best, 
Mowe  be  siker  fat  her  soule  •  shal  wende  to  heuene, 
)5er  treuthe  is  in  Trinitee  •  and  troneth  hem  alle. 
For-f  i  I  sey  as  I  seide  ere  •  bi  si3te  of  f ise  textis,     jl  32 
"Whan  alle  tresores  arne  y tried  ■  treuthe  is  fe  bestcj 
Lereth  it  fis  lewde  men  *  for  lettred  men  it  knowen, 
Jjat  treuthe  is  tresore  •  fe  triest  on  erfe." 


11.'').  vip]  myd  W. 

117.  C     omits.      pedem'\     pcdem 
iiKHiin  O.     et — altisslmo']  &c.  R. 

118.  nour']  no  C. 

120.  stabUq  stiiblissfi  W. 

121.  stcki/c^  stekie  W  ;  steke  C. 

122.  wonderwise]   in  wonder  wise 
W. 

123.  ill  erthe]  in  \>e  erthe  C. 
12-4.  nth]  li^.  yet  W. 
125.  pult]   pelt  R  ;  putte  W 

C  ;  puttede  O. 


put 


126.  pat]  C  om.  (hi/  midahe).     hij] 
fei  WRO. 

127.  and]  to  R. 

128.  Ac]  AndWRC. 

129.  ere]  erst  O.     ]^e]  0  om. 

130.  sovlc]  soules  W. 

181.  and  troneth]  for  to  saue  R. 

132.  yise  textis]  j^is  texte  C.     si^tc 
of]  R  om. 

133.  0  omits,     y tried]  tried  W. 

134.  it]  R  om.     \>is]  f)ise  W  ;  f^iese 
O  ;  this  R.    it  knowen]  ne  knowen  0. 


PASS.   I.]  THE    TEACHING    OF    CONSCIENCE.  17 

•[  "  3et  liaue  I  no  kyude  knowing,"  quod  I  •  "  jet  mote  "  But  i  have  no 

natural  know- 

je  kenne  me  better,  13G  ledge  of  it,"  said  i. 

By  what  craft  in  my  corps  •  it  comseth  and  where." 
\\  "  )5ow  doted  daffe,"  qtiod  she  •  "  dulle  arne  J>i  wittes  ;  "Thou  fooi,"  said 
To  liteHatyn  Jjow  lernedest  *  lede,  in  jji  jouthe  ;  natural 

Ti-  •  7  •     r  n       I      -1  T        •       'I  •  •     conscience, 

Hea  miclii,  [quod]  sterilem  auxi  vitam  ivueni-  teaching  you 

1  I  to  love  God, 

'^''*  •  and  leave  deadly 

^  It  is  a  kynde  knowyng,"  q?wd  he  •  *'  jjat  kenneth.  in  """ 
Jjine  herte  140 

For  to  louye  fi  lorde  •  leiier  fian  fii-selue  ; 

No  dedly  synne  to  do  •  dey  Jjouj  fiow  sholdest : 

This  I  trowe  be  treuthe  •  who  can  teche  fe  better,  if  sny  can  teach 

^  Loke  J)ow  suffre  hyni  to  sey  •  and  si  then  lere  it  after.  himT 

For  thus  witnesseth  his  worde   •   [worche]   fow  pere- 
after ;  145 

For  trewthe  telle])  fat  lone  •  is  triacje  of  henene  ;  t  Truth  says  that 

.  Love  is  the 

May  no  synne  be  on  hiin  sene  •  Jjat  vseth  fat  spise,  treacle  of  heaven. 

And  alle  his  werkes  he  wroiijte  •  with  lone  as  him  liste  ; 

And  lered  it  Moises  for  fe  leuest  Jjiiig  •  and  moste  like  For  Love  is  what 

God  likes  best, 
to  heuene,  149    and  eke  the 

And  also  jje  plente  of  pees  •  moste  precious  of  vertues.    peace. 

^  For  heuene  myjte  noujte  holden  it  •  it  was  so  heuy  t  Heaven  could 

/>  1  IP  not  hold  it,  and 

of  hym-Self,  it  f^U  to  earth. 

Tyl  it  hadde  of  fe  erthe  ■  yeten  his  fylle.  152 

^  And  whan  it  haued  of  fis  folde  •  liesshe  &  blode  t  But  having 

,    1  taken  human 

taken,  nature,  it 

"Was  neuere  leef  vpon  lynde  •  lijter  fer-after,  iTuLlii-ieatf  '*^  ^ 

136.  -let  mote  je]  ye  mote  W.     ?e  144.  lere}  here  C. 

kenne  me']  I  lerne  R.  145.     "W    omits,     [irorche    COC2] 

137.  C0/7W]  cors  W  ;  coors  0.  worchetli  L  {wrongly). 

138.  Here    MS.   R.    has    lost   two  146.  of]  in  O. 

leaves.     It  heglns  again  at  V.  ii.  1.  40.  148.  Ms]  this  C.     lie]  he  {printed 

139.  lede]    leode     WO.      y)iitlieA^      be)  W. 

thougthe    C.       \(iuod7]    This    reading  149.  lered]  lemede  O.     jjc]  O  om. 

mtist  be  right,  as  shewn  hy  the  scansion         1.50.  ]pc]  C  om.    ■plente']  pleutee  AVC. 

of  the  line.     It  occurs  in  MS.  Camb.  Cf.  Text  A. 

Ff.  5.  35.     But  LWC,  and  Crowley's  152.  yeten]  eten  WO  ;  heten  C. 

text,  have  quia.  153.    haued]   hadde  WO  ;   bad   C. 

140.  he]  she  W  ;  sche  0.    See  note.  ]}is]  fe  0.     taken]  OC2  om. 


CHRIST    TEACHES    MEN    LOTii. 


[pass.  I. 


t  Love  is  a  leader 
of  the  angels,  and 
a  mediator. 


[Fol.  6.] 


14 


Love  began  with 
God  the  Father, 
who  let  His  Son 
die  for  us ; 


even  as  Christ 
prayed  lor  His 
enemies, 


granting  mercy  to 
tliem  that  pierced 
his  heart. 

Therefore  I  advise 
the  rich  to  liavo 
pitj'  on  tlie  poor ; 
for  '  with  tlio 
same  measure,' 
&c.  (Matt,  vii.  2). 


For  though  ye  be 
true  in  word  and 
deed,  except  yo 
love  the  poor,  and 
give  ahns, 


And  portatyf  and  persant  "  as  ]je  poynt  of  a  nedle,  155 
That  niyjte  non  armure  it  lette  •  ne  none  hei3  walles. 
^  For-fi  is  lone  leder  •  of  pQ  lordes  folke  of  heuene, 
And  a  mene,  as  pe  IMaire  is  •  bitwene  J>e  kj^ng  and  fe 

comune ; 
Ri3t  so  is  loue  a  ledere  •  and  pe  laAve  sliapetli,  159 

Ypon  man  for  his  mysdedes  •  fe  merciment  lie  taxeth. 
And  for  to  knowe  it  kyndely  •  it  coniseth  bi  myglit, 
And  in  pe  herte  fere  is  f e  heuede  •  and  Jie  hei3  "welle ; 
%  Fox  in  kynde  knowynge  in  herte  •  fere  a   my3te 

bigynneth. 
And  fat  falleth  to  fe  fader  •  fat  formed  vs  alle,       164 
Loked  on  vs  with  lone  •  and  lets  his  sone  deye 
Mekely  for  owre  mysdedes  •  to  amende  vs  alle  ; 
And  3et  wolde  he  hem  no  woo  "  fat  wrou3te  hyni  fat 

peyne, 
But  mekelich  with  mouthe  •  mercy  he  bisou3to         168 
To  hauo  pite  of  fat  poeple  •  fat  peyned  hym  to  deth. 
%  Here  my3tow  see  ensamples  •  in  hym-selue  one, 
That  he  was  mi3tful  &  meke  •  and  mercy  gan  graunte 
To  hem  fat  hongen  him  an  hei3  •  and  his  herte  firled. 
^  For-thi  I  rede  ^jow  riche  •  haiieth  reuthe  of  f  e  pouere ; 
Thou3   36  be  my3tful  to  mote  •  beth  meke   in    30wre 

werkes.  174 

^  For  f e  same  mesures  fat  30  mete  •  amys  other  elles, 

3e  shuUen  ben  wcyen  f  er-wyth  •  whan  36  wende  hennes  ; 

Eadem  mensura  qua  mensi  fueritis,  remecietur 

vohis. 

^  For  f  0U3  3e  be  trewe  of  3owre  tonge  •  and  trewliche 

Wynne, 
And  as  chaste  as  a  childe  •  fat  in  cherchc  wepetli. 


158.  bltwene']  bitwixe  0. 
160.  via7i']  a  man  C. 
ICl.  myf/ht}  nyght  (!)  C. 
102.  hcunde']  heed  W. 
IGC.  3Ickehj']  Mekel  C. 
168.  mtJi]  bi  0.     he'\  W  om. 


170.  Here']  Here  (^;r(«^e<Z  There) 
W.  mintow']  myghtestow  C.  f/i- 
samjyles]  cnsample  W  ;  eiisaumpyle  C. 

172.  honf/cji]  hengen  W. 

174.  TJimc^']  Thought  0. 

178.  cherchc']  kerke  C 


PASS.   I.]  CHASTITY    USELESS    WITHOUT    ClIAIUTY.  19 

But  if  ^30  loueu  lellichc  •  and  lone  \ie  poure, 

Sucli  goed  as  god  ^ow  sent  •  godelich  parteth,  180 

.  .  15 

3e  ne  Jiaue  na  more  merjte  j^  m  iM§s^Ji§-lIl_ilQllKfiSj_,        yo  have  no  merit 


)?an  Malkyn  of  hire  maydcnhode  •  ])at  no  man  desiretli. 

fl'  For  lames  be  gentil  •  iu^ged  in  his  bokes,  st  James  tciis  us 

"  ^     °  ...  .  -  .  that  i^aith  wilh- 

Tliat  faith  with-oiite  J)e  faite  •  is  ri3te  no  jjinge  worthi,  out  works  is 

And  as  ded  as  a  dore-tre  •  but  3if  Jje  dedes  folwe  ;     185  ***     •""•"•-  . 

Fides  sine  operibus  mortua  est,  Sfc.  s 

^  For-thi  chastite  with-oute  charite  •  worth'  cheyned  in  so  chastity 

witliout  cliarity  is 

helle  ',  hut  an  uulighled 

.  .  lamp. 

It  is  as  lewed  as  a  launipe  •  fat  no  li3te  is  Inne. 

^  Many  chapeleynes  arne  chaste  •  ac  charite  is  aAvey  ;  Many  chaplains 

,  ,  1  •  -  1  ,     •     1  8''e  cliaste,  but 

Aren   no   men   auarousere   pan    hij    •    whan   pei   ben  have  not  charity ; 

auaunced ;  189 

Ynkynde  to  her  kyn  •  and  to  alle  cristene, 

Che  wen  here  charite  •  and  chiden  after  more.  they  eat  up  what 

Such   chastite   wijj-outen  charite  •  worth  cheyned  in  away,  ana  ask  for 

helle  !  192  "^°''"- 

^  Many  curatoures  kepen  hem  •  clene  of  here  bodies,  curators  that 

mi      •  1  "         T^    1        •!  -J-  ,     •    1  11  should  be  chaste 

ihei  ben  acombred  wi])  coueitise  •  jsei  konne  nou3t  don  are  encumbered 

itframhem,  ~  with  avarice. 

So  harde  hath  auarice  *  yhasped  hem  togideres.  [FoI.  6  6.] 

And  ])at  is  no  treuthe  of  fe  trinite  •  but  treccherye  of  This  treachery 

helle,  196 

And  lernyng  to  lewde_nien  '  pe  latter  for  to  dele. 

^  For-jji  yia  wordes  •  ben  wryten  in  fe  gospel,  See  what  is  in  the 


teaches  the  laity 
to  put  otr  giving 
away. 


Date  Sf  dahitur  voids  '  for  I  dele  30W  alle.  Gosiiei  (Luke  vi. 

And  Jjat  is  jje  lokke  of  loue  •  and  lateth  oute  my  grace,  Love  comforts  the 

To  conforte  f>e  careful  •  acombred  wi|j  synne.  201  ^^^' 

^  Loue  is  leche  of  lyf  •  and  nexte  OAvre  lorde  selue, 

And  also  ]3e  graith  gate  •  fat  goth  in-to  heuene  ;  Love  is  the 

180.  goecT]  good  WCO.  189.  Mj']  f^ei  0. 

181.  7nore']  C  om.     ne']  nor  W,  196.  no]  in  0  (wronffli/). 
181.  faite]  feet  W  ;  feite  O  ;  facte         200.  latet/t]  letef;  WC. 

07'  faite  C.  201.  coriforte]    couwforte   0  ;   cou- 

185.  C  om.  the  second  as.    pe]  thy  0.     f orten  W  ;  confort  C. 
188.  ac]  and  C.  202.  tiexte]  nexit  C. 


20  LOVE    IS    THE    WAY    TO    HEAVEN.  [PASS.   1. 

readiest  way  to     'For-fi  I  sej  as  I  seide  •  ere  by  fe  textis,  204 

and  Tnith  is  the    Whan  alle  tresores  ben  ytryed  •  treuthe  is  jje  beste. 
treasures!"  ^0^  ^aue  I  tolde  J)e  what  treutlie  is  •  fat  no  tresore  is 

bettere, 
I  may  no  lenger  lenge   ]>e  with  •  now  loke  fe  owre 

lorde!"  207 

204:.  ere— textis]  erst  •  bi  pe  trewe         205.  ytryed']  tried  W 
textis  0. 


PASa.   11.]  TUE    VISION    OF    LADY    MEED.  21 


Y 


PASSUS  II. 

Passus  secundus  de  viisione,  vt  supra. 

et  I  courbed  on  my  knees  •  and  crj^ed  liir  of  g?'ace,     Then  i  prayed 
And  seide,  "  mercy,  Madame  •  for  Marie  loue  of 
heuene, 
That  bar  fat  blisful  barne  •  fat  bou3te  vs  on  fe  Eode, 
Kenne  me  bi  so??ime  crafte  •  to  knowe  fe  fals."  4  to  teach  me  how 

%  "  Loke  vppon  J)i  left  half  •  and  lo  where  he  standeth,  Faiseiiood. 
Bothe  fals  andfauel  •  and  here  feres  manye  !"  turn  ami  s'ee  him. 

IT  I  loked  on  my  left  half  ■  as  fe  lady  me  taughte,  i  looked,  and, 

.,  /,  iiTini  n    first  of  all,  beheld 

And  was  war  oi  a  wo?wman  •  wortneli  yciothed,  o  a  woman  very 

Purfiled  with  pelure  •  fe  finest  vpon  erthe,  ""^"^  '=^°*^'''' 

Y-crounede  with  a  corone  •  fe  kyng  hath  non  better.  decked  with  a 

Fetislich  hir  fyngres  •  were  fretted  with  golde  wyre,  rings. 

And  bere-on  red  rubyes  •  as  red  as  any  glede,  12  +  she  wore  rubies, 

diamonds,  and 

And  diamantz  of  derrest  pris  •  and  double  manere  saf-  sappiiires. 

feres, 
Orientales  and  ewages  •  eniienymes  to  destroye. 

U  Hire  robe  was  ful  riche  •  of  red  scarlet  engreyned,  [18] 

With  ribanes  of  red  golde  •  and  of  riche  stones  ;         1 6 

TT-  1      1  T         •     T  T  +  Never  beheld  I 

Hire  arraye  me  rauysshed  •  suche  ricchesse  saw  i  neuere ;  such  rich  array. 

Title.      So    in  LWC  ;    Secundus  liche  "W. 

Passus  O.  '10.  corone]  croune  C.     liatli]  haes 

1.  coiu'hed']  courred  C  C. 

4.  10]  for  to  0.  11.  frettect]  fettred    C  ;    fetrid    O. 

5.  he']  sche  O.     standcth~]  stondcjj  gold']  gol  C. 

W.  13.  safferes]  saphires  W ;    sapliyrs 

7.  tauglite]  thaughte  C.  C ;  saphers  O. 

8.  rvas]  whas  C.     worthcli]  viov\A-         17,  saw]  sau^  W. 


22 


FALSE    IS    THE    FATHER    OF    MEED. 


[pass.  II. 


"  Who  is  this  ?  ' 
I  aslccd. 


"  That  is  Jlcca 
(Hribery),"  she 
said,  "  wlio  has 
done  me  much 
evil. 


[Fol.  7.] 


I  liad  wondre  Avhat  she  was  ■  and  wdias  wyf  slie  were. 

II  "  What  is  ])is  wo??nnan,"  quod  I  *  "so  "worthily  a- 
tired  ] " 

IT  "  That  is  ]\Iede  Jje  Mayde,"  quod  she  •  "  hath  noyed 
me  ful  oft,  20 

And  ylakked  my  lc??^man  •  jjat  lewte  is  hoten, 
And  bilowen  hire  to  lordcs  "  |jat  lawes  han  to  kepe. 
In  fe  popis  pale3'"s  •  she  is  pryue  as  my-sehf, 
But  sothenesse  wolde  nou3t  so  •  for  she  is  a  bastarde.   2-4 
+  Her  fatiier  was    ^  Fop  fals  was  hire  fader  •  fat  hath  a  fykel  tonge, 

named  False ;  and  .  •,i  i 

she  is  uke  him.     And  ncuere  sothe  seide  •  sithen  he  come  to  erthe. 

IF  And  Mede  is  manered  after  hym  •  ri3te  as  kynde 
axeth ; 
t  Matt.  vii.  17.  Quolis  pcitev,  tciUs  fiUus  ;  [6o?za]  arhor  honum 

frudum  facit. 
I  au3te  ben  herre  Jian  she  •  I  cam  of  a  better.  28 

+  My  father  is  the  IT  i^H  fader  ))e  gretc  god  is  •  and  grounde  of  alle  graces, 
O  god  Avith-oute  gynnynge  •  &  I  his  gode  doubter, 
And  hath  3oue  me  mercy  •  to  marye  "with  my-self ; 
And  what  man  be  merciful  •  and  lelly  me  lone,  32 

Schal  be  my  lorde  and  I  liis  leef  •  in  fe  hei3e  heuene. 
IT  And  what  man  taketh  ]\Iede  •  myne  hed  dar  I  legge, 
That  he  slial  lese  for  hir  loue  •  a  lappe  of  caritatis. 
+  Sec  what  David  How  construeth  dauid  Jjc  kynge  •  of  men  J^at  taketh 

says  of  men  who'  TV  r   J  o  c 

take  Meed.  Mcae,  6Xi 

And  men  of  jjis  moldo  •  j^at  meyntcneth  treuthe, 
And  how  30  shal  sane  30w-self  ■  Jjc  Sauter  bercth  Avit- 
nesne. 

Domino,  quis  hahitahit  in  tal>crnacido  tuo,  ^c. 

Khas']    whcs 


+  Every  merciful 
man  is  my  hus- 
band. 


+  Psal.  xiv.  I 
(Vulgate). 


18.    she]    sclio    C. 

wco. 

20.  liatli]  hathes  C. 

21.  Irn-tc']  leautee  W  ;  leaut  C. 

22.  han:]  hathes  C. 
20.  comr'\  com  WC. 

27.  axrth']  nskc>  WO;  askes  C. 
[/wwff]  So  in  CC2  ;  bonus  LWO. 
fruetum']  fructujw  (jjrintcd  fructium) 


28.  aiiifc]  0U3te  W.  7ie)-ni]  hycre 
W ;  heyer  O. 

29.  ffvaces]  grace  C. 

30.  0}  Oo  (j)rmteil  So)  W.  ItiH] 
C  om. 

81.  30?/^]  yeuen  W ;  gcue  C. 

32.  love]  louejj  0. 

38.  shal]  sliul  W ;  schnl  0  ;  sal  C. 
ytti'-itrlf']  3ow-sclucn  0;  jour-self  W; 
30\vrc-sclf  C. 


PASS,   n.]  MEED    BETROTHED    TO    FALSEHOOD.  23 

IT  And  now  worth  fis  Medc  ymaried   •  al  to  a  mansed  To-morrow  shall 

Meed  be  married 
Sclirewe,  to  Falsehood,  by 

To  one  fals  fikel-tonge  •  a  fendes  bi3ete  ;  40    "^^°     '^  "^'^' 

Faiiel  jjorw  his  faire  speche  •  hath  fis  folke  enchan?ited, 

And  al  is  lyeres  ledyng  •  fat  she  is  fus  ywedded. 

^  To-morwe  worth  ymade  •  pe  maydenes  bruydale,  To-mon-ow  you 

may  see  the  wliulo 

And  ])ere  mi3te  foAV  wite,  if  Jjow  wolt  •  which  J^ei  ben  crew  of  them, 

alle  44 

That  longeth  to  jjat  lordeship  •  Jje  lasse  and  fie  more. 
Knowe  hem  f>ere  if  Jjow  canst  •  and  kepe  pi  tonge, 
And  lakke  hem  noujt,  hut  Lat  hem  worth  •  til  lewte  he  t  but  let  them 

alone. 

lustice, 

And  haue  powere  to  piinyschen  hem  •  Jeanne  put  forth 

bi  resouw.  48 

^  19 

*\!  Now  I  bikenne  fe  criste,"  quod  she  •  "  and  liis  clene  i  now  commend 

thee  to  t  Christ." 

moder, 
And  lat   no   conscience  acombre  pa  •  for  coueitise  of 

Mede." 
^  Thus  left  me  fiat  lady  •  liggyng  aslepe,  t  Thus  she  left 

,       ,  ,  -.IT    ^  .     -,       .  ^  ^n    me  lying  asleep. 

And  how  Mede  was  ymaned  •  m  meteles  me  ])0U3te ;  52 

))at  alle  Jjb  riche  retenauns  •  fat  regneth  with  fe  false      Afterwards,  i 

"Were  boden  to  Jie  bridale  •  on  bothe  two  sydes, 

Of  alle  nianer  of  men  •  J?e  mene  and  fe  riche. 

To  marie  bis  may  dene  •  was  many  man  assembled,      56  t  Thither  were 

assembled 

As  of  kni^tes  and  of  clerkis  •  and  other  cormine  poeple,  knights,  cieriis, 

sheriffs,  beadles, 

As  sysours  and  sompnours  •  Shireues  and  here  clerkes,         [Foi.  7  6.] 
Bedelles  and  Bailliues  •  and  brokoures  of  chaff  [a]  re, 

Sd.  alto']  vn-toW,  mansedl  mansed  45.  lonffetJi']  lougen^VO. 

W  {see  ]Mr  Wright's  note) ;    maysed  46.  7iej?e']   kepe  Jjow  W  ;  kepe  wel 

C  ;    in  MS.   0  mansed  is  glossed   hij  0 ;  kepen  E, 

cursid.     sc/wewe]  sherewe  W;  O  om.  47.  Zwi'^e]  lean teW;  leuteO;  leant  C. 

40.  Hei'e    MS.    E    heglns    again.  48.  \>anne']  ]pai  C. 
filicT]  fikel  of  E.     a]  and  C.  50.  lat]  at  E. 

41.  \>orw]  VaoMxih.  C.     Ids]   hir  C.         5.3.    retenamis]     retenannce    WO; 
IiatJi]  hayth  C.  •  retenanwt^  C ;  retenawans  E. 

48.  ymade]  yniaked  W;  ymaad  O.  54.  boden]  bede  E. 

maydenes]  maydesnesse  (!)  C.     hnty-  5G.  was]  were  W.     man]  men  W. 

dale]  bridale  WC ;  brydale  0.  58.     somjjnours]     somonowrs     W  ; 

44.  miite  \iflni]  m}'3tow  W  ;  my^tist  sumpnonres  EO. 

Yon  0.     noU]  wilt  WEO.  59.  chaffare  WCO]  chaffrc  L. 


24  THE    DEED    OF    ENDOWMENT.  [PASS.  II. 

t  advocates,  and    Forgoeres  and  vitaillers  •  and  vokates  of  pe  arches  ;    60 
maiij  others.        ^  ^^^^  lYowT^t  rekcne  ]>Q  route  •  fat  ran  aboute  mede. 
t  Of  these,  Simony  ^  Ac  Symonye  and  cyuile  •  and  sisonres  of  courtes 
prindpu'i."""""  Were  moste  pryiie  with  J^Iede  •  of  any  men,  me  J)0U3te. 
Then  Flattery  led  Ac  fauel  was  Jje  first  •  ))at  fette  hire  out  of  boure,       G4 
FaTsehood.  And  as  a  brokour  broiijte  hir  •  to  be  with  fals  enioigned. 

Whan  SjTiionye  and  cyuile  •  seij  liere  beire  wille, 
Thei  assented  for  siluer  •  to  sei  as  botlie  wulde. 


+  T?e].  Liar  leapt  Thanue  Icpe  lyei^forth,  and  seide  •  "lo  here  !  a  chartre, 
charter""  "         That  gyle  with  Ms  gret  othes  •  gaf  hem  togidere,"      69 

And  preide  cyuile  to  se  •  and  symonye  to  rede  it. 
Simony  and  Civil   Tlianue  Syniouyc  and  cyuile  •  stonden  forth  bothe, 
unfoidthe  deed.     ^^^^  ynfoldcth  J3e  feffcment  •  jjat  fals  hath  yniaked,    72 

And  J)us  bigynneth  fes  gomes  •  to  greden  ful  hei3  : — 
"  Sciant  presenfes  ^-  futuri,  ^'C. 
Carta.  "Know    H  Witetli  and  witnesseth  •  J)at  wonieth  vpon  J)is  erthe, 
tMecfUs  married  )?at  Mcdc  is  y-maried  •  more  for  here  goodis, 
for  her  goods  J       ^^^_^  ^^^  ^^^^  vcrtue  or  fairenessG  •  or  any  free  kynde.   76 

Falsenesse  is  faine  of  hire  •  for  he  wote  hire  riche ; 
and  Flattery         And  faucl  witli  lus  fikcl  spcclie  *  feffeth  bi  fiis  chartre 

{jnmts  them  the       „     ,  .  ,  t  i      x       t       • 

earldom  of  Envy,   To  be  prynces  m  pryde  •  and  pouerte  to  dispise, 

To  bakbite,  and  to  bosten  •  and  here  fals  Avitnesse,     80 
To  scorne  and  to  scolde  •  and  sclaundere  to  make, 
Vnboxome  and  bolde  •  to  breke  fe  ten  hestes  ; — 
11  And  jje  Erldome  of  enuye  •  and  Wratthe  togideres, 
With  Jie  chastelet  of  chest  •  and  chateryng-oute-of-resouw, 

and  the  comity  of  Ug  cQUute  of  coueitise  *  and  alle  be  costes  aboute,       85 

Covetousness ;         '  ' 

GO.  vohatcs]  acluokettes  W.  75.  y-mar'icd']  marled  C. 

C2.  Ac']  And  C.  76.    vertnc']   vertus   C.     or  (1)]  of 

f.;j.  we]  R  om.  CO.     or  (2)]  or  for  0.     Ji>/nde]  kyne 

Gi.  Ac]  And  C.  C;  kende  R. 
G.'j.  O  omits.  78.  speche]  felaw  O. 

CO.  hchr^  so  also  C  \  \)0\>er  {printed         79.  prynces']  pnncesse  O. 
bothe)  W;  ho]per  0;  bethere  R.  82.  R  begins,  Bold  and  vnlnixn?;;. 

C7.  Thci]  And  R.     sei]  seggen  R.  81.  chastelet^  chastilet  WO.  chcste] 

(>8.  Icpc]  leep  W  ;  leup  R.  cleste  C ;  gesles  R.     rcsonn']  tymc  R. 

71.  stonden]  stondeth  R.  85.  cof/«Ye]countec  WCRO.    costes] 

72.  feffemrnt]  felTajncnt  C.  coostcs  0. 
^'^.  gomes]  gromcs  C.      to]  at  R. 


PASS.   II.]  PRESENT    ENJOYMENT    AND    ITS    PENALTY.  25 

Tliat  is,  vsurc  and  auarice  •  alle  I  hem  grauute, 

In  bargaines  and  in  brokages  •  witli  al  pe  [borghe]  of 

theft  ;— 
IT  And  al  be  lordesliip  of  lecherye  •  in  lenthe  and  in  +aiso  the  lordship 

of  Lecliery." 

brede,  88 

As  in  werkes  and  in  wordes  •  and  waitynges  with  eies, 
And    in  wedes  and    in   wisshynges    •   and    Avith  ydel 

thou^tes, 
There  as  wille  wolde  •  and  wer[k]manship  failleth."   91 
IT  Glotonye  he  gaf  hem  eke  •  and  grete  othes  togydere,    +  Ghittony  is 

also  granted  to 

And  alday  to  drynke  •  at  dyuerse  tauernes,  them, 

And  there  to  iangle  and  to  iape  •  and  ingge  here  euene 

cristene, 
And  in  fastyng-dayes  to  frete  •  ar  ful  tyme  were.         95 

I  And  |)anne  to  sitten  and  soupen  •  til  slepe  hem  assaille,  t  and  aii  kinds  of 

I  And  [breden]  as  burgh-swj'n  •  and  bedden  hem  esily,  [FoI.  8.] 

\Tyl  sleuth  and  slepe  •  slyken  his  sides  ; 

jAnd  J)anne  wanhope  to  awake  hym  so  •  with  no  wille 

1  to  amende, 

'For  he  leueth  be  lost  •  fiis  is  here  last  ende.  100 

^  And  jjei  to  haue  and  to  holde  ■  and  here  eyres  after,     tohaveandto 
A  dwellyng  with  Jie  deuel  '  and  dampned  be  for  eiire,     nygg^' 
Wi])  al  fe  pnrtenaunces  of  purgatorie  '  in-to  ]>&  pyne  of 

helle. 
3eldyiig  for  J)is  pinge  •  at  one  3eres  ende,  104  they  yielding 

•  1     1  their  sonls  to 

Here  sonles  to  Sathan  •  to  snfire  with  hym  peynes,  satan  at  a  year's 

And  with  him  to   wonye  with  wo    •  whil  god  is  in       "  31 

heuene. 

87.    [borghe  CE]   burglit"  WO  ;    L         9G.  simtpoi]  to  soupe  O. 
7ms  borgthe.  97.  [6/YY/r?/i  WCO]  bredunLR.     as] 

89.  7caltynges]    in    waitj-nges  W ;     as  a  R. 

•wattynges  C.     eies]  ei:^es  W;  yen  O.  99.  kym^  hem  W.     to  (2)]  it  G. 

90.  7vedei\  wedynges  R.     in  (2)]  0         100.    be    lost]   he   be    lost    O  ;    be 
om.  yloste  R.     here]  hir  WC ;  his  R. 

91.  wolde]  ne  wolde  LC  ;    but  ne  103.  ^wrt^«a««fes]  purtenance  CO  ; 
must  be  omitted,  as  in  WRO  ;  see  note,  appurtinaunces  W.     of  (2)]  in  0. 
werkmanship]  wermanship  L  {by  mis-         104.    i^pre.?   ende]    dayes    tymo  W. 
take  ;  WCEO  preserve  the  k)                         105.  to  (2)]  and  R. 

93.  in]  with  E.     ar]  er  WOO.  106.   n-ith]  in  CRO. 


26 


THEOLOGY    RAISES    OBJECTIONS. 


PASS.  II. 


Ti\c  witnesses       IF  In  witiiesse  of  which  fiing  •  -wronge  was  fie  first, 
Pic'rsthe'"  '        And  Pieres  fe  pardonere  •  of  paulynes  doctrine,        108 
SThI'be..die,    Ectte  ]je  bedel  •  of  Bokyngham-shire, 
and  many  others,   j^^inalde  fe  Ecue  •  of  Eotland  sokene, 

Munde  fe  Mellere  ■  and  many  moo  other. 
Tiicdcedw.isthen  "  In  pe  date  of  ])G  dciiel  •  )3is  dede  I  assele,  112 

am  signc  .  -g.  ^.^^^  ^^  g^^^  Symoiiye  •  and  cyuyles  leue." 

But  Theology  was  ^   Jjenne   tened   hym    theologye    '   whan   he   fis   tale 

wroth,  and  said  ~ 

to  Civil,  "  Wo  herde. 

And  seide  to  cyuile  •  "now  sorwe  mot  pow  haue,     115 
Sncli  [weddynges]  to  worche  •  to  wratthe  with  treuthc ; 
And  ar  fis  weddyng  be  wrou^te  •  wo  j)e  bityde  ! 
IT  For  Mede  is  moylere  •  of  amendes  [engendred,] 
And  god  grannteth  to  gyf  •  ]\Iede  to  treutlie,  119 

And  ))ow  hast  gynen  hire  to  a  gyloure  •  now  god  gyf 

J)e  sorwe  ! 
Thi  tixt  telleth  pe  nou3t  so  •  treuthe  wote  pe  sotlie, 
For  digmis  esiop_erarms  ■  his  hyre  to  haue, 
And  pow  hast  fest  hire  to  fals  •  fy  on  J)i  lawe  !  123 

For  al  by  lesjiiges  J)ow  lynest  •  and  leclierouse  Averkes, 
Symonye  and  J)i-self  •  schenden  holicherche, 
))e  notaries  and  ^ee  •  noyeth  pe  peple, 
3e  shul  abiggen  it  bothe  *  bi  god  jjat  me  made  ! 
"Wei  38  witen,  wernardes  •  but  if  pwre  witte  faille,  128 
That  fals  is  faithlees  •  and  fikcl  in  his  werkcs, 

118.  vioylcre^  muliere  W;  Moilere 
[engendred  WO]  en- 


Meed  should  be 

wedded 

t  to  Truth. 


Remcmljer  the 
text  (Luke  x.  7). 


+  Tliou  livcst  liy 
lying. 


23 

lint  ye  shall 
abide  it  +  here- 
after. 

Ye  well  know 
Falsehood  is  a 


whilcb    C  ;    J^is   R. 


107.    n-ldcli] 
was']  C  om. 

110.  limnaUc']  RcynaUl  WCR  ; 
Reynold  0.  Rotland']  Rutland  W; 
Rutlande  C ;  Rokelond  R ;  Ruteland  0. 

111.  Munde']  Maude  WCRO. 
mellere]  millere  W  ;  mylner  0. 

112.  In]>e]  In  R.  I  asseU:]  I  cn- 
Kclo  W ;  is  yseled  C. 

113.  flw/i]  at  R. 

114.  tened']  tenetli  R;  torncd  C. 
herde]  hnrde  0 ;  yherde  R, 

11.5.   to]  vn-to  W. 

110.      [ireddynfjes     WRO]     wend- 
ynp;c8  LC.     Cf.  Text  A. 
117.   ar]cT  WCO. 


C ;  mulirie  0. 
gendreth  LCR. 

119.  fjranntetli]  graunted  CO. 
121.  'Here  MSS.  Bodley  814,  Cotton 

Calig.  A.  xi.,  and  B.  M.  Addit.  10574 
{ivhich  vp  to  thin 2>olnt  have  falloived 
the  C-text),  begin  to  agree  7vith  the 
B-text.     See  Note. 
Vl?..  fent']  fast  R. 

124.  leeherouse]  Icchores  R. 

125.  xchenden]    schedcn   {by   mis- 
taliefor  schewden)  C. 

126.  iwyefh]   noyen  WO;  noythis 
C ;  nnyjet  R. 

120.  ./(V.rZ]  fals  B. 


PASS.   II. J  IS    SUCH    A    WEDDING    LEGAL  1  27 

And  was  a  bastarde  y-bore  •  of  belsabubbes  kynne.  traitor,  and 

Beelzcl'ub's 

And  JNIede  is  inoylere  •  a  maydeii  of  gode,  bastard  son ; 

And  my3te  kisse  pe  kynge  •  for  cosyn,  an  she  wolde.  (Reward)  might 

t  For-pi  w^orcheth  bi  wisdome  •  and  bi  witt  also,      133  '''''  ""^  ''"'^• 

And  ledeth  hire  to  londou?i  •  bare  lawe  is  yshcwed,  Then  take  her  to 

~        _     _  London,  and  see 

If  any  lawe  wil  loke  •  jjei  ligge  togederes.  iftheiawwiu 

11  T      ,  ■  •  ^  •         ,      1       •    •  i-if>i  permit  this. 

And  f)0U3  iustices  mgge  hir  ■  to  be  loigned  Avitli  tals, 
3et  beth  war  of  weddjTig  '  for  witty  is  truthe,  137        [Foi.  8  6.] 

And  conscience  is  of  his  conseille  •  and  knoweth  30W 
vchone ; 
I   And  if  he  fynde  30W  in  defaute  •  and  with  Jje  fals  if  conscience 

;  holde,  it  wiU  go  hard 

It  shal  bisitte  ^owre  soules  •  ful  soure  atte  laste  !  "  140  last." 

^  Here-to  assenteth  cyiiile  •  ac  symonye  ne  wolde, 

Tyl  he  had  siluer  for  his  seruise  •  and  also  pe  no- 

i  taries. 

33 

^  Thanne  fette  fauel  forth  •  floreynes  ynowe,  Then  Flattery 

!  And  bad  gyle  to  gyue  •  golde  al  aboute,  144  florins,  and  bade 

)  And  namelich  to  pe  notaries  •  J)at  hem  none  ne  faille,     ti!"  notaries.  ° 

And  feffe  false- witnes  •  with  floreines  ynowe  ; 

"  For   he   may  mede   amaistrye  •  and  maken   at   my 
wiUe." 

^  Tho  fis  golde  was  gyae  •  grete  w^as  pe  Jjonkynge  148  Great  were  the 

rr<>i  liP        1      J-      1         c  ■  -ci.  thanks  for  these 

lo  tals  and  to  lauel  •  lor  her  laire  3iites,  bribes. 

And  comen  to  conforte  •  fram  care  pQ  fals, 

And  seiden,  "  certis  sire  '  cesse  shal  we  neuere 

Til  Mede  be  fi  w^edded  Avyf  •  forw  wittis  of  vs  alle.  152 

For  we  haue  Mede  amaistried  •  with  owre  mery  speche, 

130.  was]  as    E.     y-hore]   yborne     attc']  atl^oW;  at  C. 
C  ;  Iborn  0.  141.  nc'\  and  C. 

131.  is]   0  om.     moylcre]  muliere         142.   TyT]  ThWG.     7/ is]  this  E. 

W ;  mulere  0.  145.  noon  ne]  non  ne  E;  noone  0. 

132.  an]  and  WCEO.  she]  he  R.           146.    ivltnes]   witnesse  CEO  ;    wit- 

133.  Witt]  witti  0.  nesses  W. 

134.  lawe]  it  W.  147.  he]  >ei  WCO. 

136.  with]  to  W.  148.  gyue']  y-gyiie  W ;  Igyue  E. 

137.  heth]    be   W.     weddyng]    ^e  152.  \n  wedded]  weddid  \>\  O. 
weddynge  E.  153.  hav(f]  han  0.     with]  thoq  E. 

140.   soure]   so  spelt   in   LWCEO. 


ALL    KEPAIR    TO   WESTMINSTER. 


[pass.  II. 


Meed  consents  to 
go  to  London. 


Then  were  False- 
hood and  Flattery 
glad,  and  bade  all 
be  ready  to  go  to 
Westminster. 


Then  they  all 
wanted  horses. 

Meed  was  set  on 
a  sheriff's  back, 
and  Falsehood 
on  an  assizor's ; 
Flattery  lidcs 
upon  +a  flattererj 


but  Simony  and  j 
Civil  had  to  go  on 
foot. 

Snmmoners  are  to 
be  saddled, 

and  provisors  and 
deans  to  be  used 
as  horiies. 


+  and  to  be  sad- 
died  with  silver. 
[Fol.  9.] 


That  she  graunteth  to  gon  •  with  a  gode  wille, 
To  Loudouw  to  loke  •  3if  fat  fe  lawe  woLle 
Iiigge  30W  iojTitly  •  in  ioye  for  eiiere."  15G 

•[  Thaune  was  falsenesse  fajnie  *  and  fauel  as  blithe, 
And  leten  sompne  alle  segges  •  in  sclures  ahoute, 
And  bad  hem  alle  be  bown  •  beggeres  and  othere, 
To  wende/i  wyth  hem  to  AYestmynstre  •  to  Avitnesse  Jjis 
dede.  160 

5[  Ac  fanne  cared  fei  for  cajjlus  •  to  kairen  hem  jjidor, 
And  fauel  fette  forth  Jjanne  •  folus  ynowe  ; 
And  sette  Mede  vpon  a  Schyreue  •  shodde  al  newe, 
And  fals  sat  on  a  sisoiire  •  Jiat  softlich  trotted,  1 64 

And  fauel  on  a  l]at[cr]ere  •  fetislich  atii'ed. 
^  Tho  haued  notaries  none  •  annoyed  jjei  were, 
For  Symonye  and  cyuile  '  shulde  on  hire  fete  gauge. 
^  Ac  Jjanne  swore  Symonye  •  and  cyuile  bothe,        168 
That  sompnoures  shulde  be   sadled  •  and  seme  hem 

vchone, 
And  lat  apparaille  jjis  prouisoures  •  in  palfreis  wyse ; — 
"Sire   Symonye   hym-seluen    •    shal   sitte  A'^pon   here 

bakkes. 
^  Denes  and  suddenes  •  drawe  30AV  togideres,  172 

Erchdekenes  and  officiales  •  and  alle  3owxe  Eegystreres, 
Lat  sadel  hem  Avith  siluer  •  oavtc  synne  to  suflre, 
As  auoulrie  and  deuo[i']ses  •  and  derne  A'sm-ye, 


154.  she']  sho  C ;  heo  E.  to  gon'] 
goo  R. 

150.  fjfl/]  W  om.     ]pc'\  R  om. 

158.  sompne]  somoue  W.  alle] 
alle  f)e  R. 

151).  othere]  othcres  R. 

100.  hem']  hym  R.     \iis]  \>e  R. 

IGl.  Ac]  And  C.  luiiren]  carien 
WC. 

162.  folm]  foles  W;  foolis  CO. 

108.  rjion']  vpp  R.  slwddc]  shoed 
W  ;  I-8cliou(l  R  ;  schod  O. 

105.  Jlatcrcrc]  So  hi  WCRO  ;  L 
htiK  tlatfre. 

IOC.    htninl]   liiuldc    W  ;    had    C; 


hadden  0. 

168.  Ac]  And  C. 

169.  somjjnoures]  80mono?/;-s  \V. 
vchone]  echone  WC  ;  iclioon  O. 

170.  yis]  l^ise  W;  \>e  R  ;  );cise  0. 

171.  hi/in-seluen]  hyui-sclf  \V  • 
hym-selue  R. 

172.  suddenes]  sudenes  0 ;  south- 
denes  WR ;  subdeanes  C. 

173.  ojHcialcs]  dekucs  •  officiales  R. 
alle]  C  o/n. 

175.  anotitr'u]  deuoutric  R.  de- 
iiorses]  so  in  C ;  diuorces  \V ;  de- 
uorces  0  ;  but  LR  have  deuoscs. 
riiuryr]  vsiirc  RO. 


PASS.   II.]  THE    KING    IS    ANGRY    WITH    FALSEHOOD.  29 

To  bere  bischopes  aboute  •  abrode  in  visytynge.        170 

^  Paulynes  pryues  •  for  pleyntes  in  J)e  consistorie,  " Pauline's fiknds 

Shul  seme  my-self  •  fat  cyuile  is  neinpnfd  ;  self,"  said  civii. 

And  cartesadel  fe  comissarie  •  owre  carte  shal  lie  lede,  •  "Yoke  our 

And  fecchen  vs  vytailles  •  at/orn?ca#o?'e6\  180 

•([  And  maketh  of  Iyer  a  longe  carte  •  to  lede  alle  Jjese  and  make  of  i.inr 

a  long  cart." 

othere, 
As  Freres  and  faitours  •  J>at  on  here  fete  rennen."  piowm.-n  29 

And  thus  fals  and  fauel  •  fareth  forth  togideres,  Thus  aii  fare  form 

togetlier. 

And  Mede  in  pe  myddes  •  and  alle  fise  men  after.  184 

^  I  haue  no  tome  to  telle  •  pe  taille  fat  hem  folweth, 

Of  many  maner  man  •  fat  on  fis  molde  libbeth  ; 

Ac  gyle  was  forgoer  •  and  gyed  hem  alle.  Guiie  led  the 

^  Sothenesse  seij  hym  wel  •  and  seide  but  a  litel,    188  sootimesssrurrcd 

.       1         .,      1  T  .  1/.  ^  T   1  n  on,  and  went  and 

And  pnked  his  palirey  •  and  passed  hem  alle,  ^om  conscience. 

And  come  to  f  e  kynges  courte  •  and  conscience  it  tolde, 

And  conscience  to  f  e  kynge  •  carped  it  after. 

^  "Now  by  cryst,"   qiiod  fe  kpige  •  "and  I  cacche  "  if  i  could  but 

catch  Falsehood, 
my3te  19.^    or  Flattery," 

-r.   T  PI  r>  ^  ■     !>  Bald  the  king, 

h  ais  or  lauel  •  or  any  ot  his  teres,  « i  ^^uid  hang 

I  wolde  be  wroke  of  f o  wrecches  •  fat  worcheth  so  ille,  *''®™ ''°''''' 
And  don  hem  hange  by  fe  hals  •  and  alle    fat   hem 

meynteneth  ! 
Shal  neure  man  of  molde  •  meynprise  fe  leste,  196 

But  rijte  as  f  e  lawe  wil  loke  •  late  falle  on  hem  alle." 
^  And  comanded  a  constable  •  fat  come  atte  furst,  i  command  the 

To  "  attache  f  0  tyrauntz  •  for  eny  thynge,  I  hote,  attach  them 

And  fettereth  fast  falsenesse  •  for  enykynnes  3iftes,  200  fetter  Falsehood, 

177.  pryues^  pryuees  W  ;  preues  0.  188.  7tym]  hem  WR.     a]  W  om, 

])e']  WC  om.  190.  come'\  com  WR. 

179.  \!e]  oiire  0.  193.  or']  other  R  (i/i  hotli  i)laces). 

181.  vialietli]  makeC.     longe^lsxig  191.  {30]  f^e  C 

W  ;  lange  R.     \>ese]  >ise  WC ;   ^es  R.  196.   of]   of  J^is  W ;   on  0.     lestc] 

182.  Freres]  fobberes  R.    faitours]     leeste  WO. 

fautouris  0.  197.  wil]  wol  WC  ;  wole  O. 

184.  me)i]  other  CO.  198.  come]  com  W.     atte]  atte  pQ 

185.  tome]  toom  O.     heni  folweth]     R  ;  at  C. 

hire  folwed  W.  200.    enykynnes]  any  kynnes  WC ; 

18G.  W  omits.  any  kyns  0. 
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FALSEHOOD    FLEES    TO    THE    FRIARS. 


[pass.  II. 


and  cut  off  Guile's 

head. 

Let  not  Liar 

escape." 


Dread  was  at  the 
door,  and  heard 
the  doom,  and     | 
bade  Falsehood 
flee.  I 


Then  fled 
Falsehood  and 
Guile; 

[Fol.  9  6.] 
but  tradesmen 
prayed  Guile  to 
keep  their  shops 
for  them. 


Liar  leapt  away 
through  by -lanes, 
being  nowhere 
welcome. 


But  pardoners 
took  him  in, 
washed  liini, 
clotlied  liini,  and 

sent  liim  to 
church  with 
pardons. 


And  gurdeth  of  gyles  hed  •  and  lat  liym  go  no  fiu'tliere. 

And  3if  je  lacche  Iyer  •  late  hym  nou3t  ascapen 

Er  he  be  put  on  fe  pilorye  •  for  eny  preyere,  I  hote ; 

And  brjmgeth  Mede  to  me  ■  maugre  hem  alle."        204 

^  Drede  atte  dore  stode  •  and  fe  dome  herde, 

And    how    fe    kyuge    comaunded   •   constables    and 

se?'iantz, 
Falsenesse  and  his  felawschip  •  to  fettren  an  to  bynden. 
Jjanne  drede  went  A\d3tliche  '  and  warned  pe  fals,     208 
.^4Jld  bad  hym  flee  for  fere  •  and  his  felawes  alle. 
^  Falsenesse  for  fere  fanne  •  fleij  to  ]?e  freres, 
And  gyle  dof  hym  to  go  •  agast  for  to  dye.  211 

Ac  marchantz  mette  -with  hym  •  and  made  hym  abide, 
And  bishetten  h}Tn  in  here  shope  •  to   shewen  hero 

Avare, 
And  apparailled  hym  as  a  prentice  •  fe  poeple  to  serue. 
^  Li3tliche  Iyer  •  lepe  awey  fanne, 
Lorkynge  thorw  lanes  •  to-lugged  of  manye.  216 

He  was  nawhere  welcome  •  for  his  manye' tales, 
Ouer  al  yhowted  •  and  yhote  trusse  ; 
Tyl  pardqneres   haued   pite  •  and   pulled   h}-m   in-to 

house. 
They  wesshen  hym  and  wyped  hym  •  and  wonden  hym 

in  cloutes,  220 

And  sente  hym  with  seles  •  on  sondayes  to  cherches, 
And  gaf  pardou??  for  pens  •  poundmel  aboute. 


202.  je]  thou  C.  lacche']  laccheth  R. 

203.  t-t;]  C  otn. 

204.  hri/)igcth'\  br}'nght  C.  mavgre] 
maugree  W ;  uiaugrey  O. 

205.  attc]  at  \>e  WCO. 

20C.  comaunded']  demede  E.  ser- 
iantx]  6c?'geauntz  W ;  sergeantz  C  ; 
B^rgeauntis  0. 

207.  an']  and  WCRO. 

210.  feii]  fleijt  R;  fleis  C. 

212.  Ar]  And  C. 

213.  shvpe']  fchoppes  W. 

214.  And]  W  om.  aj?parailed'] 
apparayledcn  0.    a  j'J'cnticc]  Appren- 


tice W. 

215.  lepe]  leep  TV  ;  leepe  0. 
21G.  Lorhyngc']  LurkjTige  W, 

217.  nawhere]  novvher  W;  nawer<? 
R ;  nou^wher  O  ;  naught  wlierc  C. 

218.  yhojvted]  so  In  LC  ;  I-liowtcd 
RO  ;  y-houtcd  or  y-houted  (jjrinted 
y-houted)  W. 

210.  hatted]  hadde  W;  haddcn  0. 

220.  n-onden]  wounden  WCO.  hym] 
C  om. 

221.  sriite]  senten  W  ;  sent  R. 
chrrches]  kyrkees  C  ;  chirclie  O. 

222.  gaf]  yeucn  W.    ^^<'«s]  pans  R. 


PASS.  II.]  LIAIl    IS    RECEIVED    BY    rAUDONERS.  31 

^  Tlianne  loured  leches  •  and  lettres  jjei  sent,  Then  leeciies 

"""  ^~i    1  T    1  begged  him  to 

jpat  he  sholde  wonye  with  hem  •  wateres  to  loke.      224  dweii  with  them; 

Spiceres  spoke  with  hym  •  to  spien  here  ware,  ^<^  spicers  askea 

■^ ^  -^  ^  '  himtoba 

For  he  couth  of  here  craft  •  and  knewe  many  go??imes.  shopkeeper. 

^  Ac  mynst[r]alles  and^  messageres  •  mette  with  hym  Minstrels 

"  '  entertained  him 

ones,  half  a  year; 

And  helden  hym  an  half-3ere  •  and  elleuene  dayes.  228 

%  Freres  with  faire  speche  ;  fetten  hj^m  fennes,  but  Friars  fetched 

A      rr       i  ~    "         o         "  11  n  him  thence,  and 

And  lor  knowyng  ot  comeres  •  coped  hym  as  a  irere.  clothed  him  as  a 
Ac  he  hath  leue  to  lepe  out  •  as  oft  as  hym  liketh, 
And  is  welcome   whan    he   wil   •    and  woaeth   wyth 
hem  oft.                                                                   232 

^  Alle  fledden  for  fere  •  and  flowen  in-to  hemes,  Thus  aii  fled  into 

comers  for  fear, 

Saue  Mede  pe  Mayde  •  na  mo  durst  abide.  and  only  Meed 

Ac  trewli  to  telle  •  she  trembled  for  drede,  even  she  wept 
And  ek  wept  and  wronge  •  Avhan  she  was  attached.  236 


when  taken 
prisoner. 


225.  spoJie']    spoken     0  ;    speken  C. 

WR;  spake  C.     7^vY7(]  to  R.  231.  Ac']  And  C. 

226.  of  here']    on  here  R ;  of  hir  234.  na  mo]   nama  C ;  no  moo  0  ; 
WC.     gommes]  gu??imes  R.  no  man  R. 

227.  Ac]  And  WC.  235.  Ac]  And  C.     she— drede]  lieo 

228.  ail  half-^ere]  half  a  3ere  R.  tremeled  for  fere  R. 

229.  with]    with  hir  C.     petmes]  236.   eJi]   al-so   R.     7vhan]   R  om. 
Jjennes  (^printed  pannes)  W ;  theyunes  she]  heo  R. 


32 


AraiEST    AND    TRIAL    OF    LADY    MEED. 


[pass.  in. 


PASSUS  III. 


PaffS2is  tertius. 


28 

Now  is  Meed,  all 
alone,  brought  to 
the  king. 


"I  sluiU  ask  her," 
said  the  lung, 
"  whom  she 
wishes  to  wed ; 
and  perhaps  1 
may  forgive  her.' 

So  a  clerk 
brought  her  to 
the  chamber. 


(Fol.  10.  J 


Gladly  the 
Justices  went  to 
see  her,  and  said, 


]^ow  is  Mede  \q  Mayde  •  and  namo  of  liem  alle  1 

-^    With  hedellus  &  wijj  bayllyues  •  bi'0U3t  bifor  \<i 

kyng. 
The  k}nig  called  a  clerke  •  can  I  nou3t  liis  name, 
To  take  Mede  ]je  mayde  •  and  make  hire  at  ese.  4 

"  I  slial  assaye  hir  my-self  •  and  sothelich  appose 
What  man  of  ))is  molde  •  J)at  hire  were  leueste. 
And  if  she  worche  bi  my  Avitte  •  and  my  wille  folwe, 
I  wil  forgjTie  hir  ]jis  gilte  •  so  me  god  help  ! "  8 

51  Curteyslichc  jje  clerke  panne  •  as  Jjc  Kyng  liight, 
Toke    Mode  bi   jje   Middel   •  and   broujte    hir    in-to 

chaiimbre, 
And  fere  was  myrthe  and  mynstralcyc  •  Mede  to  plese. 
^  They  J)at  wonyoth  in  Westmynstre  •  worschiped  hir 

alle ;  12 

Gentelliche  wij>  ioye  •  fe  lustices  sowme 
Busked  hem  to  Jje  boure  •  Jjere  Jie  birde  dwelled, 


Title  ;  Passus  tertius  0  ;  Passus 
iij'/s  L  ;  Passus  Tertius  de  visione, 
C  ;  to  trluch  W  addit  vt  supra  ;  and  R 
addi^  petri  iWownian,  vt  supra,  &c. 

Ons.  Occditional  readings  from  ]\IS. 
Vt  (Hodley  814)  arc  given  in  lines  1-86  ; 
after  n-kieh  it  is  more  closely  collated. 
is.-e  Note. 

2.  n'i\>'\  V>Oom.  hayllyiies]  baillies  W; 
baylisO;  haillifsC.  hrovi^t']yhro\x^i  Klj. 

5.  sothelich']  couthliche  R. 


6.  Jjjs]  C  om.     moldc']  world  RB. 

7.  B  omits,     niy  (1)]  W  ovt. 

8.  yis  gilte']  jjis  gultes  R  ;  {^c  gilt  B. 

9.  \iannc]Com.  hight]hyv;i\iyii^. 

10.  into]  in  0;  toB. 

11.  to]  forto  B. 

12.  ivoj'srhijjed]  worschipede»   0  ; 
worshipej)  WB. 

13.  sow  me]  coraen  0  ;  sono  B. 

14.  hem]  liym  B.    frirde]  burde  W  ; 
buyrde  R  ;  berde  B  ;  bryde  0  ;  bred  Cz, 


PASS.   III.]  THE    JUSTICE    COMFORTS    HER.  33 

To  coiiforte  hire  kymlely  •  Ijy  clcrgise  leue, 

And  seiden,  "  moiirne  nought,  Mode  •  ne  make  fow  no  "Mourn 

not,  Meed,  we 
SOrwe,  IG    win  get  thee 

For  we  [wil]  wisse  )).e  kynge  •  and  pi  wey  shape, 

To  be  wedded  at  Jji  wille  •  and  where  ]je  leue  liketh, 

For  al  conscience  caste  •  or  craft,  as  I  trowe  !  " 

IT  Mildeliche  Medj_j)anne  '  mercyed  hem  alle  20  TiienMeed 

.  ,  ni  T  tliaiiked  them  all, 

Of  pene  gret  goodnesse  •  and  gaf  hem  vchone  ami  save  them 

Coupes  of  clene  gokle  •  and  coppis  of  siluer,  fuby  Hngs^" 

Rynges  with  rubies  •  and  ricchesses  manye, 

The  leste  man  of  here  meyne  •  a  motouw  of  gclde.      24 

Thanne  lau^te  fei  leue  •  J)is  lordes,  at  Mede. 

IT  "With  that  comen  clerkis  •  to  conforte  Mr  pe  same.  Then  came  clerks. 

And  beden  hii-e  be  blithe  *  "  for  we  beth  fine  owne,  buthe.  Meed,  we 

For  to  worche  pi  wille  •  pe  while  fow  my3te  laste."    28  ^^IH.-T "'''  "'^ 

Hendeliche  heo  Jeanne  *  bihight  hem  pQ  same,  sue  promised  to 

.  love  them,  and 

To  "loue  30W  lelli  •  and  lordes  to  make,  make  them  lords. 

And  in  p&  consistorie  atte  courte  •  do  caUe  30'\vTe  names  ; 
Shal  no  lewdnesse  lette  •  pe  leode  fat  I  louye,  32  "  Naught  shaii 

That  he  ne  worth  first  auanced  •  for  I  am  biknowen        whom  i  love 
Jjere  konnyng  cleikes  •  shul  clokke  bihynde."  '     30 

advanced." 

11  panne  come  peve  a  confessoure  *  coped  as  a  Frere,  Then  came  a 

To  Mede  f e  mayde  •  hrmellud  >is  wordes,  36  '^^"'''  ""* 

( And  seide  ful  softly  •  in  shrifte  as  it  were, 

"  Thei^  lewed  men  and  lered  men  •  had  leyne  by  f  e  "Tiiough  learned 

,       ,  and  lay  had  all 

bothe,  lain  by  thee,  I 

Aij?i  1  ^       ly  ^  ii  ^    t  •      r    n  i  would  assoil  thee 

And  lalsenesse  haued  yiolwed  pe  •  al  ]jis  lylty  wyntre, 

17.  I'wil  R]  willen  B  ;  wol  W  ;  LCO     C  ;  lely  R  ;  leely  B. 

om.     shajje^  make  B.  31.  A7id']  0  vm.     consistoi-'wl  con- 

18.  B  omits,     leue']  leef  W.  storie  EB.     wwrel  hire  W.     names~_ 

19.  conscience^     Cousciences     W.     name  0. 

caste  — craft']    craf te   •   and   cast   R  ;  33.  ne]  R  om.  aiianccd]  vaunsed  R. 

cast  a  craft  B.  34.  cloJike]  so  in  LWCROB. 

21.  \>eire]  hire  W  ;  her  0.  35.  come']  cam  W  ;  com  RB.   coped'] 

22.  coppis]  cuppes  RO  ;  pecis  B.  ycoped  R  ;  caped  C. 

27.  beden]  biden  C.  36.  mellud]   melled  C  ;   mellid  B  ; 

28.  ]>e — ^fls^'e]  while  our  lif  laste)?  B.  meiied  W  ;  medelede  0. 

29.  heo]  sho  C  ;  sche  0  ;  she  B.  37.  softly]  solely  R. 

30.  2ow]  hem  WCOB.     lelli/]  lealy  39.  B  omits,   falsenesse']  falsede  R. 


34 


SHE    IS    SIIRIVEX    BY    A    CONFESSOR. 


[pass.   III. 


for  a  load  of 
wheat." 


Then  Meed  knelt 
to  him,  and 
shrove  her,  and 
gave  him  a  noblo. 


Then  he  assoiled 
her,  and  said  that 
if  she  would  glaz.e 
a  window,  she 
should  be  saved. 


[Fol.  10  b.] 


She  said  that,     ' 
were  that  only 
sure,  she  would 
+  be  his  friend. 

+  "  Lechery," 
said  she,  "  is  a 
frailty  of  the 
flesh. 


+  Be  not  hard  on 
those  who  -" 

practise  it,  and  I 
will  glaze  jour 
windows." 


I  shal  assoille  pe  my-selue  •  for  a  semejDf  whete,         40 
And  also  be  pi  bedeman  •  and  bere  wel  pi  message, 
Amonces  kni3tc'S  and  clerkis  •  conscience  to  torne." 
If  Thanne  Mode  for  here  mysdedes  •  to  ])at  man  kneled, 
And  sliroue  hire  of  hire   shrewednesse  •  shamelees,  I 

trowe,  44 

Tolde  h}nn  a  tale  •  and  toke  hym_ajioble, 
Forto  ben  hire  bedeman  •  and  hire  brokour  als. 
IF  Thanne  he  assoilled  hir  sone  •  and  sithen  he  seyde, 
"  "We  han  a  Avyndoweji  wirchyng  •  wil  sitten  vs   [ful] 

heigh  ;  48 

Woldestow  glase   J)at  gable   •  and  grauo   Jjere-inne  ])i 

name, 
Siker  sholde  fi  soule  be  •  heuene  to  hauo." 
"  Wist  I  that,"  q?/od   fat  ■vv-o??mian  ■  "  I   wolde  non^t 

spare 
For  to  be  jowre  frende,  frere  •  and  faille  30W  iieure    52 
\\niil  3e  louej-ordes  •  fiat  lechery  haunto]?, 
And  lakke])  nou3t  ladis  •  fiat  lone])  wel  fio  same. 
It  is  a  frelete  of  flesche  •  3c  fynde  it  iai  bokes, 
And  a  course  of  kynde  •  wher-of  we  komen  alle  ;        5G 
"Who   may   scape   f)e   sklaundre  •  pe    skafie    is    sone 

amended ; 
It  is  synne  of  [pe]  seiiene  •  sonnest  relessed. 
IF  Haue  mercy,"  quod  Mede  •  "of  men  fat  it  haiinte, 
And  I  shal  keure  jowre  kirke  •  30wre  cloystre  do  maken, 
"Wowes  do  whitten  •  and  wyndowes  glasen,  Gl 

Do  peyuten  and  purtraye  •  and  paye  for  pe  makyiige. 


42.  tome]  turne  ROB. 

44.  shroue']  shrof  Wli  ;  shroof  B. 

47.  he  sei/(h~\  a  sayde  R. 

48.  a   (2)]    in   W.      [/wZ]    So   in 
WCROB  ;  L  has  wel.     Cf.  Text  A. 

51 — G3.  R  has  only  thescfour  lines — 
Wist  I  ^at,  quatj  mcde  •  f^ere  nys  wyn- 

do\v  no  WOW}, 
fat  y  no  woldc  make  and  amende  •  it 

with  of  niyne, 
And  my  name  write  •  openlichc  jjcre- 


Inne, 
{jat  vch  a  segg<?  schal  I-se  •  Icli  am 

suster  to  30W  alle. 
55.  rt]  W  retains  a,  omitted  in  the 
jjrinted  eopy.     ■ic']  Jjci  B. 

57.  \>e  (ij]  \\  om. 

58.  B  omits.  [I^e]  inserted  in 
WOC2  ;  LC  om.  sonnest]  is  sonnest 
0.     relessed]  for-gj'uene  C. 

60.  heiire]  keuere  O ;  kouere  C ; 
couere  W.    -i^owre  (2)]  &  joure  0. 


u 


PASS.   Iir.]  ALMSDEEDS    SHOULD    BE    DONE    IX    SECRET.  35 

That  euiy  segge  slial  seyn  •  I  am  justro  of  3owre  Ixous."  31 

T~'Tn3.c  god  to  alle  good  folke  •  suche  grraiynge  defendeth,  But  God  forbids 

■"C"  rr<  .  .  1  „ ,  ,    ,    \  such  painting  of 

•   To  writen  m  wyndowes  •  of  here  wel  dedes,  65  windows. 

On  auenture  pruyde  be  peyiited  Jjere  •  and  pompe  of  fe 

worlde  ; 
For  crist  knoweb  bi  conscience  •  and  bi  kynde  wille,        tForChnst 

' .    .  knows  thy 

^And  pi  coste  and  Jji  coueitise  *  and  who  be  catel  0113 te.    conscience. 

II  For-fi  I  lere  ^oav,  lordes  •  leuejj  suche  werkes,  69  Ccase,  lords,  to 

(  To  writen  in  wyndowes  •  of  30wre  wel  dedes,  windows,  and  to 

Or  to  greden  after  goddis  men  •  whan  30  delen  doles ;      whon^yeg^ve'"^" 
An  auenture  36  han  3owre  hire  here  •  and  ^oure  heuene  '''""^* 
als;  ""72 

Nesciat  sinistra  quid  faeiat  dextra.  But  remember 

T  •  1    p    1     1  o      1  n         1  yc  the  test.  Matt. 

Lat  nou3te  fii  left  halt  •  late  [ne]  rathe,  vi.s. 

Wyte  what  fow  worchcst  •  with  jji  ri3t  syde  ; 

For  )?us  bit  })e  gospel  ^gode  men  do  here  almesse. 

IF  Meires  and  maceres  •'that  menes  ben  bitwene         76  Hear  this,  mayors 

Jje  kynge  and  ]je  coimmc  •  to  kepe  Jje  lawes,  punish  butchers 

rr  1  •II-  1  i    1  and  bakers  on  tlie 

io  punyschen  on  pillories  •  and  pynynge  stoles  piiiory. 

Erewesteres  and  bakesteres  •  bocheres  and  cokes  ; 

For  ])ise  aren  men  on   pis  molde  •  ]jat  moste  harme  For  they  defraud 

1       T  0/%    the  poor  that  buy 

WOrcheth  80    by  retail. 

To  pQ  pore  peple  •  Jjat  parcel-mele  buggen. 

IT  For  they  poysou??  pe  peple  •  priueliche  and  oft,  32 

Thei  rychen  jjorw  regraterye  •  and  rentes  hem  buggen 

With  Jjat  pG  pore  people  •  shulde  put  in  here  wombe  ; 

For  toke  Jjei  on  trewly  •  ]jei  tymbred  nou3t  so  hei3e,  85  were  they  tme 

N"e  bou3te  non  burgages  •  be  36  ful  certeyne.  not  be  so  rich. 

63.  seyn']  seye  WCO.  di|j    B.      In   W    mhwritten    by,   as 

64.  Ac]  And  C.  printed. 

Q>Q.   On]  An  W  ;    And  OR  ;    In  B.  77.  Jiejje]  kepe  wel  0. 

peynted]  ypej'uted  R.  78.  on]  vppon  R. 

67.  crlst]  god  R.    hjnde]  kende  R.  70.  bakesteres]  baxtera  C. 

68.  And]  R  om.  80.  on]  vppon  R  ;  of  B. 

72.  An]   On  WCO  ;    In  B.     han]  82.  For—jwysoun]   And  also  poy- 
haue  W.                                                         sene     R.     2^'^y^cun]     enpoisone    W  ; 

73.  [ne]  so  in  WCRB  ;  LO  liave  no.     punyschen  0. 

Cf.  Text  A.  83.  hiujgen]  biggenWO  ;  bieggen  B. 

75.  For]  And  0.     hit]  liitt  R  ;  bid-  8G.  hiiryaycs]  burgage  R. 


36 


MEED    ADVISES    MEN    TO    TAKE    BRIBES. 


[pass.  III. 


But  MceJ  advised 
the  mayor  to  take 
bribes, 

[Fol.  11.] 


and  to  suffer 
them  to  cheat. 

But  Solomon 
thus  speaks 
against  all 
receivers  of 
bribes ;  (see  Job 
XV.  34). 


Tliis  Latin 
means,  tliat  fire 
shall  consume 
the  tabernacles 
of  bribery. 

33 

Then  tlie  kin;,' 
sent  for  Meed, 
who  was  broight 
with  mirth  and    / 
song.  I 

Tlicn  the  king 
courteously 
spake  thus : 


"  Never  hast 
thou  done  worse 
than  now ;  but 
do  80  no  more. 

I  have  a  knight 
named  Con- 
ecience;  wilt  thou 
marry  him  ?  " 


IT  Ac  Mede  fe  Mayde  •  j>e  Maire  bath  bisou3te, 

Of  alle  suclie  sellers  '  syluer  to  take,  88 

Or  present3  with-oute  pens  •  as  peces  of  siluer, 

Einges  or  other  ricchesse  •  Jie  regrateres  to  maynetene. 

IF  "For  my  loue,"  qwod  that  lady  •  "loue  hem  ychone, 

And  soffre  hem  to  sella  •  somdele  a3eins  resoun."        92 

^  Salamon  fe  sage  ■  a  sarmouw  he  made, 

For  to  amende  i\Iaires  ■  and  men  fiat  kepen  lawes, 

And  tolde  hem  Jjis  teme  •  fat  I  telle  thynke  ; 

Ignis  deuorahit  fabernacula  eorum  qid  lihenter 
accijnunt  munera,  ^'c. 
Amonge  ])is  lettered  ledes  •  f)is  latyn  is  to  mene,         96 
That  fyre  shal  falle,  and  [brenne]  •  al  to  bio  askes 
The  houses  and  Jje  homes  •  of  hem  [fiat]  desireth 
3iftcs  or  3eres3yues  •  bi-canse  of  here  offices. 
H  The  kynge  J"ro  conseille  cam  •  and  called  after  Mede, 
And  ofsent  hir  alswythe  •  with  seriauntes  manye,     101 
That  brou^ten  hir  to  bowre  •  "with  blisse  and  with  ioye. 
IT  Curteisliche  jje  kynge  fianne  '  comsed  to  telle, 
To  Mede  ])e  mayde  •  melleth  ])ise  wordes  :  104 

"Vn wittily,  wo??iman  !   •  ^^'T0U3te  hastow  oft, 
Ac  worse  Avroii3testow  nenre  •  J)an  fio  fiow  fals  toke. 
T>ut  I  forgyue  [jje]  pat  gilte  •  and  graunte  fc  my  grace ; 
Hennes  to  ]>i  deth  day  •  do  so  nam  ore  !  108 

^  I  haue  a  kny3te,  conscience  •  cam  late  fro  T)i3unde ; 
3if  he  wilneth  fie  to  wyf  •  wyltow  hym  haue  1 " 


87.  Ac"]  And  C. 

8'.).  or]  And  B.  pens']  pan.s  E. 

00.  or  of  her]  other  othere  E. 

91.  lone]  lord  E. 

9").  thynhe]  written  tli5nako  in  L  ; 
|j}Tikc  W ;  tbenke  CEO.  acciphnit 
munera]  E  om. 

9fi.  0  ojnifg.     Icdes]  lede  E. 

97.  That]  |jat  is  O.  [^bi'enne 
WOOR]  preferable  to  beme,  as  in  L. 

W.  }pe  homes]  liouies  W.  [^jpat 
W(;R()|{]  Lorn. 

99.  :^rrisy/iie)t]  ^ero^iftcs  E  ;  yercs- 
yiftos  C.     oth'res]  office  E. 


100.  fro]  fro  ]:c  W. 

101.  alsn-ythe]  as  swij^e  WC  ;  also 
swifje  B.  serianntes]  serceavmtz  W  ; 
sergcauntos  CO  ;  seruauntis  B. 

102.  That]  And  W. 

104.  melleth]  he  mencjj  "W. 
lOG.  Ac]  And  C. 

107.  l\^e]  ]}oe  WO  ;  ^e  E  ;  I^o  (l>7j 
mistake  for  \>e)  CB  ;  L  07n.  Cf.  Text 
A.     \>af]  \>is  0. 

108.  do]  to  do  E. 

109.  hiyinde  LE]  biyoude  WCO. 

110.  n-yf]  M-yue  EB." 


PASS.   III.]  MEED    CONSENTS    TO    MAURY    CO^^SCIENCE.  37 

"?c  lorde  "  quol\  bat  ladv  '  "  lorde  forbede  cdks  !    Ill   "Ves,"  said  she. 

■^   ^  '       i^  J  "^  "I  will  do  your 

But  I  be  holely  at  30wre  Iieste  •  lat  hange  me  sone  ! "      «iu." 
^  xVnd  baiine  was  conscience  calde  •  to  come  and  appiere  Then  was 

'  ^  Conscience  called, 

Bifor  be  Kynge  and  bis  conseille  •  as  clerkes  and  otbere.  who  kneit  and 

~ — 11  K    asked  the  king's 

Knelynge  conscience  '  to  fe  kynge  louted,  115  „iii. 

To  wite  what  his  wille  were  •  and  what  be  do  sbulde. 

IT  "  Woltow  Avedde  bis  womman,"  quod  be  kynge  •  "  3if  "  wiit  thou  wed 

tliis  woman  ?  " 
I  wil  aSSente,  117    said  the  king. 

For  she  is  fayne  of  ])i  felawsliip  *  for  to  be  jji  make  1 " 

1[  Ouod  conscience  to  be  kynge  •  "  cryst  it  me  forbede  !  "Nay,  Christ 

Ar  I  wedde  sucbe  a  wyf  ■  wo  me  bityde  !  120  conscience. 

For  she  is  frele  of  bir  feith  •  fykel  of  here  speche,  "  she  is  fiaii  and 

fickle,  and  makes 

And  maketh  men  mysdo  •  many  score  tymes ;  men  sin. 

Truste  of  hire  tresore  •  treieth  ful  manye. 

Wyues  and  widewes  •  wantounes  she  techeth,  124       [Fo1.ii  b.] 

She  leaches 

And  lereth  hem  leccherye  •  that  loiietb  hire  ^dftes.  women 

»  n    -,  1P1T1  pii'ii  wantonness. 

3owre  fadre_she  felled  •  forw  lals  bmeste,  she  caused 

And  hath  apoysounde  popis  •  [&]  peired  holicherche  ;     harms  hoiy  ' 

Is  nau3t  a  better  baude  •  bi  hym  fat  me  made,  128 

Bitwene  henene  and  belie  •  in  erthe  ))ough  men  sou3te  ! 

For  she  is  tikil  of  hire  taile  •  talwis  of  bir  tonge,  she  is  fraii,  and  a 

--       ,        tale-bearer;  as 

As  comnne  as  a  cartwey  •  to  eche  a  knaue  pat  walketh,  common  ns  a 

To  monkes,  to  mynstMalles  •  to  meseles  in  hegges.   132  <='''■  "^y  "^^^•'^ 

8isoiires  and  sompnoures  •  snche  men  bir  preisetli ;  Assizers  and 

Shireues  of  shires  •  were  shent  2if  she  nere  :  summoners 

"   '  ,  ^  and  shenlis 

For  she  do])  men  lese  here  londe  •  and  here  lyf  bothe.      praise  her. 

111.  forbede']  forbede  it  W.     lorde  W  and  C  ;  but  cf.  wantownesse  EO. 
— elles]  lord  it  me  forbede  R.  126.  site']  he  E  ;  0  om.    fats']  faire 

113.  calde]  called  WCO  ;  Icalled  R.  R  ;  hire  fals  B. 

115.  louted]  a-lowtid  B.  127.  a2)oysounde]   a-poysowned  O  ; 

116.  shulde]  wolde  W.  apoisunde  C  ;  appoysond  R ;  apoisoned 

117.  I]   she   B.     Woltow]  Wil  tow  B  ;  enpoisonedW.   ^ew'e<Z]  aud  peired 
CR  ;  wilt  \>o\i  OB.  WO  ;  and  appayreth  R.    L  omits  &. 

U%.  fayne^  B.  om.  129.  in]  andR. 

120.  Ar]  Er  WCEOB.  130.    tikil]    fikil    0.     tahvis]    and 

121.  fykel]  and  fykel  R.  talewis  W.     /«?■]  R  om. 

123.  treictk]  bitraye^W;  bitraie}?B.  132.  to  (2)]  and  to  R. 

124.  wantounes]  It  may  be  v.'anton-  133.  somjnwiires]  Somono«;'S  W. 
nes,  the  reading  being  nncertain  in         134.  nere]  ne  were  W. 
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CONSCIENCE    ENUMERATES    MEEd's    MISDEEDS.         [rASS.   III. 


She  makes  men 
lose  both  land 
and  life,  and 
releases  prisoners 
by  bribes. 

She  ties  true  men 
fast,  and  hangs 
the  iimooent. 


She  is  assoiled 
when  she  pleases. 


She  is  intimate 
with  the  poi)e, 
and  seals  bulls. 


She  maintains 
priests  in 
concubinage. 


.'IG 


+  She  corrupts 
judges  with 
jewels. 


She  directs  the 
law  an  she  likes, 
and  a|ipnint8 
love-days. 


She  letetli  passe  prisoneres  •  and  payetli  for  hem  ofte, 
And  gyueth  })e  gailers  golde  •  and  grotes  togideres,  137 
To  vnfettre  pe  fals  •  fle  where  hyni  Ij'keth ; 
And  takcjj  fe  trewe  bi  fe  toppe  •  and  tieth  hjnai  faste, 
And  hangeth  hym  for  hatred  •  pat  harme  dede  ncure. 
II  To  be  cursed  in  consistorie  •  she  counteth  nou3te  a 

russhe ;  141 

For  she  copeth  |?e  comissarie  •  and  coteth  his  clerkis  ; 
She  is  assoilled  as  sone  •  as  hir-self  liketh, 
And  may  nei3e  as  moche  do  •  in  a  moneth  one[s],    144 
As  30-vvre^  secret  seel  •  in  syx  score  dayes. 
For  she  is  prine  mth  Jje  pope  •  prouisoures  it  hno^vetli, 
For  sire  symonye  and  hir-selue  •  seleth  hire  bulles. 
IT  She  blesseth  Jjise  bisshopes  •  fei3e  fey  be  lewed,  148 
Prouendreth  persones  •  and  prestes  meynteneth. 
To  haue  lemmannes  and  lotebies  •  alle  here  lif  dayes, 
And  bringen  forth  barnes  '  a3ein  forbode  lawes. 
There  she  is  wel  Avith  fe  hynge  •  avo  is  fe  rewme,     152 
For  she  is  fauorable  to  \>e  fals  •  and  fouleth  trewthe  oi'te. 
^  Bi  ihesus,   "«-ith  here  ieweles    '  30wre  iustices   she 

shendeth, 
And  lith  a^ein  pe  lawe  •  and  letteth  hym  ])e  gate, 
That  feith  may  nou3te  hauc  his  forth  •  here  floreines  go 

so  Jjikke.  156 

She  ledeth  fe  lawe  as  hire  list  •  and  louedayes  maketh, 
And  dotli  men  lose  forw  hire  loue   •  fat  lawc  my3te 

Avyiine, 


13r>.  lefrfJi]]atll;  latesC;  late>  B- 
]>riiio>ie)T.i']  prisons  R. 

130.  pc  trace']  trewthe  R.  Ji>/i>i'] 
1)0111  W. 

140.  /ty»(]  hem  W. 

141.  cons'isfone]  constorie  RB. 
«/ir]  he  R.  riigghc']  resshe  C ;  rische 
O  ;  roischc  B  ;  bene  W. 

142.  a///]  lif  K. 

143.  ff*  (1)]  al-so  B. 

144.  neizc]  neo  C  «;?]  al-so  B. 
{nneii  ROB]  one  LWC.    Cf.  Te;:t  A. 


145.  307f?r]  oure  O. 

HG.  she]  he  R. 

148,  149.  ]>ei-ie — i^^ersflWi's]  R  am. 

150.  lif  dayes]  lyues  dayes  C. 

151.  hrhiijen]    brynge)?  WB.    for- 
hode]  forboden  0. 

152.  refvme]  reaume  W  ;  reame  C. 

153.  jjc]  W  om,    fouleth]  defoulej? 
W  ;  folwcfi  CB. 

154.  :^o>fre]  \)e  R.     she]  hoc  R. 

155.  lefteih']  let  R. 
1.57.  IrdctJi]  let  R. 


PASS.   III.]  MEED    IS    CALLED    UPON    TO    REPLY.  39 

})e  mase  for  a  mene  man  •  jpow^  lie  mote  hir  cure. 

Lawe  is  so  lordelicliej  and  loth  to  Biake  ende,  IGO  Law  win  not  - 

With-oute  iiresent^jDr^pens  •  slie  pleseth  wel  fewe.  without  bribes. 

IT  Barounes  and  burgeys  •  she  bryngeth  in  sorwe,  she  brings 

barons  and 

And  alle  fe  comu7ie  in  kare   •   fat  coueyten  lyue  in  burgesses  to 

sorrow. 

trewthe ; 
For  clergye  aud  coneitise  •  she  coiipleth  togideres.    164 
J?is  is  fe  lyf  of  that  lady  •  now  lorde  jif  hir  sorwe  !  [Fo'-  12.] 

Such  is  her  evil 

And  alle  that  meynteneth  here  men  •  meschaunce  he??i  Ufe. 

bityde  ! 
For  pore  men  mowe  haue  no  powere  •  to  pleyne  hem  The  poor  cannot 

make  their 

J30U3  jjei  smerte  ;  complaints 

Suche  a  maistre  is  Mede  •  amonge  men  of  gode."      1G8 


IT  Thanne  morned  Mede  •  and  mened  hire  to  the  kynge,  Then  Meed  was 

1      •  n    1  sorry,  and  asked 

To  haue  space  to  speke  •  sj^ede  if  she  myjte.  leave  to  speak. 

V  The  kynge  graunted  hir  grace  •  with  a  gode  wille  ;       The  king  bids  her 

6XCUS6  ItcrBclf* 

"  Excuse  pe,  ^if  fow  canst  •  I  can  namore  seggen,     172 

For  conscience  acuseth  pe  •  to  congey  J»e  for  euere." 

51  "  Nay,  lorde,"  quod  fat  lady  •  "  leueth  hym  Jje  worse,  "  Disbelieve 

.  Conscience,"  said 

Whan  30  wyten  Avitterly  '  where  fe  wronge  liggeth  ;        she ; 

There  fat  myschief  is  grete  •  Mede  may  helpe.  176 

And  fow  knowest,  conscience  •  I  cam  noujt  to  chide, 

jN"e  depraue  fi  persona  •  with  a  proude  herte. 

Wel  fow  wost,_wernard  •  but  ^if  fow  Avolt  gabbe,  "  for  weii  knowest 

T         '  T     IP        11  1  n/->    t'wu,  Conscience, 

pow  hast  hanged  on  myne  haK  •  elleuene  tymes,       180  thou  hast  hung 
And  also  griped  my^goMe  •  gyue  it^  where  feliked ;         eleven  times,  and 
And  whi  fow  wratthest  f e  now  •  wonder  me  thynkcth.  from"me°"*^ 
3it  I  may  as  I  my3te  •  menske  fe  with  jiftes,  183 

And  mayntene  fi  manhode  •  more  fan  f ow  knoweste. 
H  Ac  f  OAV  hast  famed  me  foule  •  bifor  f  e  Kynge  here. 


and  hast  defamed 
me.    And  j-et  / 


159.  mote  hire']  moote  heer  O  ;  mute  170.  she]  a  R. 

here  C2.  17.3.  congey]  congeien  W. 

160.  make]  make  an  0.  174.  leneth]  leue  R  ;  leues  C. 

161.  ^ews]  pans  R.     sJie]  he  R.  177.  ]}Ojv]  j^at  })ow  R. 

162.  iurgeys]   burgeises  W.      she]  179.  wost]  woost  W. 

heo  R.  ]81.^?'y;eS]rgripeR./7y?/c]and3af  B. 

163.  comune  in]  comunes  i«to  O.  183.  7)ienshe]  amende  B. 
167.  2)ore']  pouere  W.     hem]  B  om.  185.  Ai^  And  C. 
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TUR    KIXg's    wars    IX    NORMAXDY. 


FrASs.  HI. 


never  killed  a 
king,  as  thou 
+  sayest. 


'Twas  ihou  who 
maJest  him 
return  from 
Norman  ily, 


hastening  home 
for  liunger. 


38 

But  /  laughed 
and  made  my 
lord  merry,  and 
made  his  men 
hopeful. 


Had  /  been 
marshal  then,  ho 
should  have  been 
lord  of  all  the 
land! 


[Fol.  12  6.] 

But  thou, 
Conscience,  didst 
counsel  him  to 
leave  that  richest 
realm. 


192 


196 


A  king  should 
reward  them  that 
serve  him. 


For  kulled  I  ncuerc  no  kynge  •  ne  conseillod  fer-after, 
Ne  dede  as  J)ow  deraest  •  I  do  [it]  on  pe  kynge  !       187 
If  In  normaudyc  was  he  nou3te  •  noyed  for  my  sake ; 
xic  fow  ])i-self  sothely  •  shamedest  hym  ofte, 
Crope  in-to  a  kaban  •  for  colde  of  pi  nailles, 
Wendest  fat  wyntre  •  wolde  haue  lasted  euere. 
And  draddest  to  be  ded  •  for  a  dym  cloude, 
And  hiedest  homeward  •  for  hiinger  of  pi  wombe. 
IT  "Wijj-out  pito,  piloure  •  pore  men  fow  robbedest, 
And  here  here  bras  at  pi  bakke  •  to  caleys  to  selle. 
There  I  lafte  with  my  lorde  •  his  lyf  for  to  saue, 
I  made  his  men  meri  •  and  mornyng  lette. 
I  batered  hem  on  pe  bakke  •  and  bolded  here  hertis. 
And  dede  hem  hoppe  for  hope  •  to  haue  me  at  wille. 
Had  IJbenJMarschal  of  liis  men  •  bi  Marie  of  heuene  ! 
I  durst  liaue  leyde  my  lyf  ■  and  no  lasse  wedde,       201 
He  shulde  haue  be  lorde  of  ])at  londe  •  a  lengthe  and  a 

brede, 
And  also  Kyng  of  pat  kitthe  •  his  kynne  for  to  helpe, 
]2e  leste  brolle  of  his  blode  •  a  barounes  pere  !  204 

IT   Cowardliche   pow,    conscience    •   conseiledest   hym 

Jjennes, 
To  leuen  his  lordeshij)  •  for  a  litel  siluer, 
That  is  pe.  richest  rewme  •  pat  reyne  ouer  houetli  ! 
H  It  bicoraeth  to  a  kynge  •  pat  kepeth  a  rewme,       208 
To  3iue  Mede  to  men  •  pat  mekelich  hym  serueth, 
To  alienes  and  to  alle  men  •  to  lionom-e  hem  with  3iftes  ; 
j\Iede  makcth  livni  biloued  •  and  for  a  man  holden. 


ISfi.  hjiifjr']  knijt  R. 

187.  lit  \w\\0  ;  hit  B]  LC  om. 

188.  noi/al'}  Imiyed  R  ;  anoied  B. 

189.  Ac]  And  C. 

11)0.  6V'o/;f]  And  crope  B.  ia?)anr] 
Caliano  W  ;  caban  CO. 

I'M.  fume  laufcd']  han  y-lastcd  W  ; 
n  last  U.    liixfed]  diirid  0. 

VX\.  hialcxf]  hyedost  J^ec  0. 

Ht'i.   hrrr']  baro  CO. 

rJG.   lilftc]  Inftc  H. 


197.  lette]  lettede  O. 

198.  /]  And  1 0.  batered]  batrcd  W. 
200.  hig]  0  om. 

202.  a]  iu  {in  loth  places)  W.     of] 
of  al  B. 

'    203.  of]  of  al  B.    Idttlic']  ki>  WB  • 
kytli  R  ;  kij^f^e  O. 

204.  hrollc']     brol     WR.      Mode] 
kynne  CB.    2)cr€^  pierc  WO. 

205.  \pcimrsC]  [janne  0. 
208.  o  (2)]  j^e  COB. 


PASS.   III.]  WHAT    ARE    THE    TWO    KINDS    OF    MEED.  41 

Einpcrourcs  and  Erlis  •  and  al  manere  lordcs  212  Tims  emperors 

and  earls  get 

For  3iftes_nan^3onge  men  •  to  renne  and  to  ride.  tiieir  young 

The  pope  and  alle  prelatis  •  present^  vnderfongen,  Tims,  too,  the 

And   medeth   men    hem-seliien     •    to    meyntene    liere  rewards^to  men. 

lawes. 

39 

Seruauwtz  for  her  seruise  •  we  seth  Avel  be  sothe,      216  servants  receive 

wages. 

Taken  Mede  of  here  maistre  •  as  fei  mowe  acorde. 

Beggeres  for  here  biddynge  •  bidden  men  Mede  ;  lieggars  ask  for 

,.,  gifts,  and  so  do 

JMynstralles  lor  here  murtlie  •  mede  fiei  aske.  minstrels. 

}?c  kpige  hath  mede  of  his  men  •  to  make  pees  in  The  king 

,      ^,  '  _„    [t  receives  meed] 

lOlUle  ;  22U    to  keep  the  peace. 

Men  pat  teche  chyldren  •  crane  of  liem  mede. 

Prestis  pat  precheth  ]je  i:»oeplo  *  to  gode,  asken  mede,       Priests  expect 

And  masse-pans  and  here  mete  '  at  Jje  mele  tymes. 

Alkynnes  crafty  men  •  crauen  Mede  for  her§  prentis  ;      Trade  and 

Marchauntz  and  Mede  •  mote  nede  go  togideres  ;       225  to JeUiTr  f none 

Kowijte  as  I  wene  •  with-onte  Mede  may  libbe."  rewaS-''"'"'"' 

^   [Qnod]  Jje  kynge  to  conscience  •  "  bi  criste  !  as  me  "Then  Meed  is 

,-,         ■.      ,1  worthy  to  rule," 

tnynketll,  said  the  king. 

j\Iede  is  wel  worthi  •  Jie  maistrye  to  haue  !  "  228 

IF  "I^Tay,"  quod  conscience  to  pe  Kynge  •  and  kneled  to  "Nay,"  said 

,  Conscience, 

pQ  ertne,  "  there  are  two 

"  There  aren  two  manere  of  Medes  •  my  lorde,  with    *"■  *  °  '  "^"^  ' 

^owre  leue. 
Jjat  one,  god  of  his  grace  •  graunteth  in  his  blisse  the  one,  such  as 

To  jjo  J)at  wel  Avorchen  •  whil  jjci  ben  here.  232 

The  p?'ophete  precheth  Jjer-of  •  and  put  it  in  pe  sautere, 

Domiiie  quis  hahUahit  in  tahernaculo  tuo  1  tseoPsaimxv. 

,  T-        1  1  1     1  .  (Vulgate  xiv.). 

'Lorde,  who  shal  wonye  in  \\  wones  •  and  witli  pine 
holi  seyntes, 

213.  For\    Jjur^    R.     -ipnge   meii]         223.  \>e]  R  om.     mele]  male  0. 
joumen  R.     renne\  ^ernen  R.  224.    Alhynnes]    Alle    kynne    W  ; 

214.  «7^e]  alle  >e  W.  Alle    kyns    O.      crafty]    craftes    W, 

216.  Seruauntz]     Sergeauntz    W.    i^/r/t?*/.?]  P;-<;ntices  "WO  ;  prentyces  R. 
seth]  se  C.  225.  mote]  most  R. 

217.  maistre]  mayster  0  ;  maistres         227.  \_Quod  WCROB]  Quat?  L. 
WCB  ;  meystres  R.  228.  wel]  R  om.     230.  ivith]  by  R. 

221.  of  hem']  after  W.  234.  and]  B.om. 


God  gives  men 
on  earth ; 


42  TUE   JUST    MAN    DEFINED    BY    DA^ID.  [PASS.   III. 

Or  resten  on  pi  lioly  liilles  ? '  •  ])is  asketh  dauid ;       235 
IT  And  dauyd  assoileth  it  liym-self  •  as  Jje  sauter  telleth, 
t  Ps.  XV.  2.  Qui  ingreditar  sine   macula,    4"  operatur  ius- 

iiciam, 
Tlio  ])at  entren  of  o  colour  •  and  of  on  Aville, 
And  han  ■\vr0u3te  werkis  •  with  ri3te  and  with  reson  ; 
And  lie  fat  ne  vseth  naujte  •  jje  lyf  of  vsurye, 
And  enfourmeth  pore  men  •  and  i^ursueth  treuthe ;  240 
P».  XV.  5;  Qui  pecuniam  suam  non  dedit  ad  vsuram,   ^ 

viunera  super  innocentem,  ^'c. 
[Foi.  13.]        And  alle  fat  helpeth  fe  innocent  •  and  halt  with  fe 
ri3tful, 
j       With-oute    mede    doth    hem    gode   *   and    fe    trewthe 
'  helpeth — 

Suche  manere  men,  my  lorde  •  shal  hane  fis  furst  Mede 

Of  god  at  a  grete  nede  •  whan  jjei  gone  hennes,         244 

the  oour,  such  as  Tlicrc  Is  an-othor  IMede  mesurelees  *  f»at  maistres  de- 

iiiuiiituins  .        . 

misdoers,  and  of  Sircth  ^ 

wliicli  tlie  psalter    ni  ,  ,  -« »-    i      ,     •   .    i 

si)eak8  (i'8.  xx^i.    ^  ^  meyntcnc  mysdoers  •  Mede  fei  take  ; 
'*^'  '      And  fere-of  seith  fe  sauter  •  in  a  salmes  ende, 

'  In   quorum   manihus  iniquitates  sunt,   dextera 

eorum  repleta  est  inunerihus  ; 
Sucii  astake        And  lie  bat  gripeth  her  golde  •  so  me  god  helpe  !      248 

bribes  will  liavo       oi     i      t  •      •     t  • 

to  answer  for  ji;; Slial  able  it  Dittcre  •  or  fe  boke  lyeth  ! 

Priests  tiiat  take    5F  Prcstes  and  parsones  •  fat  plesynge  desireth, 

money  shall  lia\'r--,"'    ,,■.,■,      -.f    -,  -,    r  •   -\ 

the  reward  St        iliat   taketh  Mede  and  [moneiej   •  for  messes  fat  fei 

Matthew  speaks  , , 

of(Matt.vi.5).  syngeth, 

Taketh  here  mede  here  •  as  Mathew  vs  tccheth  ;       252 

235.  on]  in  WCOB.  245.  an-othcrl^  and  other  C. 

238.  wrou-^te]  y-y/voghi^Y  ;  Iwrou^t         247.  \>crc-of'\  {^er  B.     sunf]  Com. 
!''•  219.  bitterc']  bittirli  O;  ful  l.ittere 

239.  «r]  W  om.  R  ;  ful  bytterly  B.     lyctli']  lees  C. 
2K).    ■injwfc}ifc)iir\    innocentewi   B;         251.  tahih]  taken  WO  ;  takes  C; 

iiiiiocent/'.f  O  ;  innoc  :  LWCR.  takcd  R.     {moneie  WC]    money  O  ; 

241.  hdprth]   helpen  WO.      half]     moneye  B;  this  seems  preferable  to 
liolt  11 ;  hold  C  ;  holdeii  W  ;  holdil?  B.     the  speUing  mono  LR. 

242.  \,e^  O  om.     irrwthe']  trcwo  R.  252.   T,i'he1h'\  Taken  WO  ;  Takes  C. 
24:1.  |.i/<]  J,,.  0.                                         receperunt  0]  reciniehant  hWCRB. 

I'M.    ,1]    )..■    H;    (),„;,. 


PASS.  111.]  LABOURKKS    RECEIVE    NOT    MEED,    BUT    HIRE.  43 

Amon,  amen,  \j-ecepenmt'\  mercedem  suam.  But  that  which 

H  Tluit  laboreres  and  lowe  folke  •  taketli  of  her  maistres,  |f„°„TMeed'''''' 
It  is  no  nianere  IVIede  ■  but  a  mesurable  hire.  (Bnberjo,  but 

wages. 

In  marchandise  is  no  mede  •  I  may  it  wel  a-vowe     255  J"  trading  is  no 

-         -  Meed,  but  only 

It  is  a  permutaciou?^  apertly  •  a  peny  worth  for  an  otlire.  f'arter. 

IT  Ac  reddestow  neuere  Eegum  •  ]50w  recrayed  Mede,       nast  thou  not 

Whi  pG  veniaiince  fel  •  on  Saul  and  on  his  children]       iiowGod  toiV 

God  sent  to  Saul  •  bi  Samuel  jje  p?-ophete,  for^ima^'k-st^n^ 

J5at  agage  of  amaleke  •  and  al  his  peple  aftre  260  ^^^'"'^  '^'"'^'^ 

Shulde  deye  for  a  dede  •  fiat  done  had  here  eldres.  (i  sam  xv. ; 

IT  Tor-fi,'  seid  Samuel  to  Saul  •  'god  hym-self  hoteth    samuei  said  to 

The,  be  boxome  at  his  biddynge  •  his  wille  to  fuhllle : 

"Wende  to  amalec  Avitli  jjyn  oste  •  and  what  jjow  fyndest  +  Go  to  Amaiek 

-^.     and  slay  men 

fere,  slee  it ;  254  and  beasts, 

Biernes  and  bestes  •  brenne  hem  to  ded  ; 
"Wydwes  and  wyues  •  wo??anen  and  children, 
Moebles  and  vnmoebles  *  and  al  pat  pow  my3te  fynde, 
Brenne  it,  here  it  nou3te  aAvey  *  be  it  neuere  so  riche       t  and  bmn  aii 
For  mede  ne  for  [moneie] ;  •  loke  f)Ow  destruye  it,    269  there." 
Spille  it   and  spare  it  nou^te   •  J)ow  shalt  spede  pe 

bettere.' 
^  And  for  he  coueyted  her  catel  •  and  pe  kynge  spared,  But  because  he 

.did  not  BO, 

Forbare  hym  and  his  bestes  bothe  •  as  J)e  bible  wit- 
nesseth,  272 

Otherwyse  Jian  he  was  •  warned  of  pe  prophete, 
God  seide  to  Samuel  •  f»at  Saul  shulde  deye,  oodseni  to  say 

.  IP  ^  r    IT    ^  i  th.at  he  should 

And  al  his  sede  for  Jjat  synne  •  shenfullich  ende.  die. 

Such  a  rayschief  Mede  made  •  Saul  pe  kynge  to  haue,      Tims  did  Meed 

253.  lofve']  lewed  K.    taheth']  taken  265.   hrenne']    bren  W  ;    brynne  C. 
WO.  ded^  dede  CROB  ;  de}^e  W. 

254.  is']  nis  R.     mcsuraUe]  reson-  267.   Moehles]    Mobles   C  ;   Mebles 
abile  CB.  ROB.    vnmoehles']  vninobles  C  ;   vn- 

256.  ff]  R  om.  mebles  ROB.     ]}atr\  WO  om. 

257.  Ac]  And  C.  269.  ne^  nor  C.     [moneie  C]  money 

258.  renia7incc~\  veugeaunce  WC.         OB  ;  monee  W  ;  mone  LR. 

260.  air\  R  nm.  275.  slienfnllich']   shendfulliclie  B  ; 

263.  hc^  to  be  0.     his]  is  C.    ?iis —     shentfulliche  R  ;  shenfuliche  C.  endc^ 
to]  &  his  wille  O.  endede  R. 

264.  fyndest]  fynst  R. 


44 


REASON    SHALL    ONE    DAY    BANISH    MEED.  [PASS.  III. 


inako  God  hate 
him. 

[Fol.  13  6]      I 

t  But  now-a-'lays, 
a  truth-teller  is 
blamed. 


I,  Conscience, 
well  know  that 
Reason  shall 
reign. 

Saul  shall  be 
blamed,  and 
D.wid  diademed; 


and  there 
shall  bo  Love, 
Humility,  and 
Loyalty;  Loyalty 
shall  iiunish 
trespassers. 


Meed  makes 
[t  many  lords.] 

But  Common 
Sense  shall  yet 
return,  and  make 
Law  a  labourer. 


i  Then  shall 
Jews  think  that 
Moses  or  Messiali 
is  come. 


That  god  hated  hym  for  cuere  •  and  alle  his  eyres  after. 
The  cnloTum  of  ]5is  cas  •  kcpe  I  nou3te  to  shelve ;     278 
An  auenture  it  noyed  men  •  none  ende  wil  I  make. 
!  For  so  is  fis  worlde  went  •  wijj  hem  pat  han  powere, 
That  who-so  seyth  hem  sothes  •  is  sonnest  yblamed.  281 
IT  I  conscience  knowe  j)is  •  for  kynde  witt  me  it  tan3te, 
]pat  resou??  shal  regne  •  and  rewmes  gouerue  ; 
And  ri3te  as  agag  hadde  •  liappe  sluil  so??znie.  284 

Samuel  shal  slcen  hym  •  and  Saul  shal  be  blamed, 
And  dauid  shal  be  diademed  •  and  daunten  hem  alle, 
And  one  cristene  kynge  '  kepen  hem  alle. 
IF  Shal  na  more  Mede  •  be  maistre,  as  she  is  nouthe, 
Ac  loue  and  lowenesse  •  and  lewte  togederes,  289 

)jise  shul  be  maistres  on  molde  •  treuthe  to  saue. 
IT  And  who-so  trespasseth  ayein  treuthe  •  or  taketh 

a3cin  his  wille, 
Leute  shal  don  hym  lawe  •  and  no  lyf  elles.  292 

Shal  no  se?'iaunt  for  here  se?Tiyse  •  were  a  silke  howue, 
N'e  no  pelure  in  his  cloke  •  for  pledyng  atte  barre. 
Mede  of  mys-doeres  •  niaketh  many  lordes, 
And  oucr  lordes  lawes  •  reuleth  Jie  rewmcs.  296 

II  Ac  kynde  loue  shal  come   3it  •  and  conscience  to- 

gideres, 
And  make  of  lawe  ajaborere  •  suchc  loue  shal  arise. 
And  such  a  pees  amonge  fie  peple  •  and  a  p^7-fit  trewthe, 
J?at  iewes  shal  wene  in  here  witte  •  and  Avaxen  wonder 

glade,  300 

jjat  INtoise.s  or  Messie  •  be  come  in-to  ))is  erthe, 
And  haue  Avonder  in  here  hertis  •  {)at  men  beth  so  trcwe. 


277.  el/res']  eires  0  ;  heires  WCRB. 

278.  ikcrve'}  telle  W. 

270.  An}  On  WO  ;   R  ojti.    auen- 
tiirr'\  Aunter  R, 

281.  tot  hex]  R0|5est  W. 


nese  C  ;  lewidnesse  B.    lewte]  leautee 
W  ;  leaute  CB. 

290.  on]  of  CB. 

202.  lyf]  lif  WRB  ;  lief  C  ;  lijf  O. 

20.3.  seriiiiirit]    se/'geant  W  ;    ser- 


282.  T]  retained  in  W  (but  not  in  geant  CB.     Iicrc]  his  W. 

the  printed  copy),     me  it]  it  me  W.  204.  aftr^  at  \>e  WOB. 

it  tav-i^to]  taiijto  it  0.  207.  Ac']  And  C.     li/ndr]  kcnde  R. 

288.  the]  he  R  ;  echo  C.  299.  a']  R  om. 

2H9.  Ac]  AndC.    Unvencssc']\Q\\c(}i' 


PASS.   III.]  KINGS    SHALL    NOT    OPPRESS    THE    COMMONS.  45 

IT  Alle  jjat  beretli  baslarde  •  Lrode  swerde  or  launce,  moh  shall  beat 

.  r.iTii/  11-  n/^j     ^^^^''  swordB  mid 

Axe  [otherj  liachet  •  or  eny  wepne  elhs,  304  axes  into  sickles 

Slial  be  denied  to  fe  deth  •  but  if  be  do  it  smythye  *"  ^''^ 

In-to  sikul  or  to  sitbe  •  to  scbare  or  to  kulter ; 

Conflahunt  gladios  suos  in  vomeres,  Sfc.  ;  t  isaSaii  ii.  4. 

Ecbe  man  to  pleye  v/ith  a  plow  •  pykoys  or  spade, 
Sppme,   or   sprede   donge  •   or   spille   bym-self  with 

sleuthe.  308 


H  Prestesjiiid  parsones  •  with  j9?ace&o  to  hunte,  t  Priests  suaii 

And  dyngen  vpon  dauid  •  eche  a  day  til  cue.  puaho  only, 

TT       ,  11  -POT  <"■  'ose  their 

Hiuitynge  or  haukynge  •  ii  any  of  hem  vse,  benefices. 

His  boste  of  his  benefys  •  worth  bynonie  hym  after. 

Shal  neither  kynge  ne  knyjte  •  constable  ne  Meire   313  +  Kings  and 

—^ -^ -—  •  knights  shall  not 

Ouer-lede  Jje  coniune  •  ne  to  Jje  courte  sompne,  oppress  tiie 

Ne  put  hem  in^anel  •  to  don  hem  plijto  here  treuthe, 

But  after  Jjb  dede  jjat  is  don  •  one  dome  shal  rewarde, 

Mercy  or  no  mercy  *  as  treuthe  wil  acorde.  317        [f°i-  i*-] 

%  ■  Kynges  courte  and  co??iw?ie  courte  •  consistorie  and  ■►  The  king's 

court  and  the 

chapitele,  commons'  court 

,,,,,—  ,  ,  .,  ,..  shall  be  one. 

Al  shal  be  but  one_courte  "  and  one  barou?^  be  lustice ; 
Thanne  worth  trewe-tonge  a  tidy  man  •  jjat  tened  me 

neuere. 
Batailles  shal  non  be  •  ne  no  man  here  wepne,  321  t  War  shall 

cease. 

And  what  smyth  ]jat  ony  smyt[li]eth  '  be  smyte  \er- 
with  to  dethe, 

Non  leuahit  gens  contra  gentem  gladium,  Sfc.         +  is^iah  li.  4. 
IT  And  er  Jiis  fortune  falle  •  fynde  me?i  shal  ])e  worste, 
By  syx  sonnes  and  a  schiiDpei  •  and  half  a  shef  of  arwes  :  +  S'^"  '^"'^ 

wonders  will 

And  |)e  myddel  of  a  mone  •  shal  make  J)e  iewes  to  torne,  te  seen." 

303.  laslarde]    baslard   R  ;   base-     chapitele  LR]  Cbapitle  WCO. 

larde  W  ;  baselard  CB  ;  basalard  0.  318,    319.    consistorie — courte']     B 

304.  leather   R ;    o]jer   OB]    ouJjs?'     omits. 

"WO;  ovthavli  (cor  nqrthj).  319.    one'\   oon  WC  ;    on  R  ;   o  O. 

307,  308.  B  omits.  iarovn']  0  om. 

307.  j)ylioys'\   pykoise   W  ;    pikeys  322.  smytheth^  smyj^cf?  WO  ;  smi- 
CO  ;  pycoys  R.  thie  R  ;  .smyteth  LOB.   svnjte']  smiten 

308.  or  (2)]  other  R.    spille']  lese  R.  R. 

310.  «]  W  om.  32.5.  to]  R  om. 

318.      co7isistoi'ie]       constorie      R. 


4G  WHEN    QUOTING    A    TEXT,  [PASS.   III. 

And  saracenes  for  fat  si3tc  •  simile   synge  gloria  in 
excelsis,  Sfc,  326 

For  Makomet  &  Mede  •  mysliappe  slial  fat  tyme  ; 
+  Prov.  xxii.  1.  For,  melius  est  bonum  nomen  quam  diuicie  7nnJte." 

IT  Also  Avroth  as  fe  wynde  •  wex  ]\Iede  in  a  Avhile, 

"  I  can  no  latyn,"  quod  she  •  "  clerlds  wote  fe  sotlie. 
+  Mead  replies  by  So  what  Salamoii  seitli  '  in  Sapience  bokes,  330 

Scripture,  That  hij  fat  3iueth  3iftes  •  fo  victorie  Avynneth, 

&  moche  -worschip  had  fer-with  •  as  holiwryt  telleth, 
+  Prov.  xxii.  9  Honorem  adquiret  qui  dat  munera,  ^-c." 

(Vulgate).  %  <^l  leue  -wel,  lady,"  quod  conscience  •  "  fat  f i  latyne 

be  trewe  ;  333 

+  "You are liitc     Ac  fow  art  like  a  lady  •  fat  redde  a  lessou;_i  ones, 
consd'enee','         Was,  Omnia  jjwhate  •  and  fat  plesed  here  herte, 
lluimt  *""'      For  fat  lyne  Avas  no  lenger  •  atte  leues  ende.  336 

(I  Thess.  V.  21);       j_j^^^   j-gj^^-j   ^^-^^^-^  ^^^  ^^j^^^  j^^^jf   .  .^^^^  ^^  J^f  tOHied, 

[She]  shulde  haue  founden  fele  wordis  •  folwyng  f e/-- 
after, 
+  the  rest  of  it       Quod  honum  est  tenete  •  treuthe  fat  textc  made  ! 
wa3o\er    le  ca .  ^    ^^^^   ^^    ferdc   ^c,    madame !    •    3c   couthe   naraore 
fynde,  340 

Tho  36  loked  on  sapience  •  sittynge  in  30ure  studie. 
I  Jjis  tixte  fat  30  han  tolde  •  were  gode  for  lordes, 
+  And  what  says    Ac  30W  faiUed  a  cuiinyng  clerke  •  fat  contlie  fe  lef 

the  ro»t  of  your    ''  ,  ,  , 

text!'   It  haue  torned  ! 

oonde.nn»you."     ^^^^^    .^  ^^   ^^^j^^    sapiencc    eft    '    fyndc    shal    ^c    fat 

folweth,  344 

A  ful  teneful  tixte'  •  to  hem  fat  taketh  Mede, 
And  fat  is,  animam  avtem  au.fert  •  accipientium,  ^'c.  .• 

326.  ]>at'\  )3e  R.  3.36.  no']  0  om.  (!) 

327.  For]  And  CB.  S."??,  338.    [_shc  WC]   sche  RO  ;   30 
321).  wote]  wite  \V ;  wyten  B.  LB  {corniptln).     torned]  Ituvned  R. 
331.  hij]   \>n  WB;  he  O.     ■i^iveth']         310.  eoufh'e]  koude  C;  coude  RO. 

3yiifn  \V ;  inuon  B.  342.  lian     told]     haue     Itdlde     R. 

.'I.'{2.  moche]  moost  W  ;  inyche  0.  eoiit/ie]  comic  R. 

3:{:{.  /]  retained  in  W  (hitt  not  in         343.    Ae]    And    C.      hnne  torned] 

the  printed  eopij).  attorned  {eontr./rom  a  tovnod)  R. 

334.   Ae]  An"  (J.  345.  \]  omits,     tiihefh]  (aktju  O. 


PASS.   III.]  OBSEUVK    THE    CONTEXT.  47 

And  jjat  is  pe  taillc  of  jjc  ti.\.to  •  of  jjat  )jat  3c  schewed,     t  Pmv.  xxii.  9 
pat  ])ei3e  wo  wynno  worscliip  •  and  wi])  mode  bane 
victorie,  348 

j)G  soule  ]3at  Jie  sonde  taketh  •  bi  so  moclio  is  bounde." 

3-i7.  -^el  she  W.  schewed]  schcweden         MO.  sfinde]   soujil  (inisivntten  for 
0  ;  schecle  (!)  R.  soadz  ?)  R. 

348.  mc(Ic'\  me  (!)  R. 


48 


TUE    KING    COMMANDS    REASON    TO    APPEAR. 


l_rASS.   IV. 


4.1 

(Fol.  14  6.] 
"  IJe  reconciled," 
said  the  king, 
"  and  kiss  her, 
Conscience." 

"  Not  unless 
Keason  advises 
nie  so  to  do" 


PASSUS  IV. 

Passus  quarhis  de  visione,  vt  siqjra. 

"  /^essetli,"  seith  pe  kynge  •  "  I  suffre  30W  no  lengere. 

^  3e  shal  sau3tne  for  sothe  •  and  serue  me  botlie. 
Kis.se  hir,"  qnod  fe  kynge  •  "conscience,  I  hote." 
^  "  ISTay,  l)i  criste,"  q?/od  conscience  •  "  congeye  me  for 
euere  !  4 

But  resou?^  rede  me  fer-to  "  rather  Avil  I  deye  !  " 
"Then  ride  and     ^  "And  I  comaunde  ]je,"  quod  be  Kynge  •  to  conscience 

fetch  Keason 

litre,"  said  the  JjannS, 

"Eape  pe  to  ride  •  and  resou??  |)ow  fecclie  ; 
Comaunde  hym  fat  he  come  •  my  conseille  to  here.       8 
"He shall  give  us  YoT  he  shal  reule  my  rewme  •  and  rede  me  be  bestc, 

good  advice." 

And  acounte  with  fe,  conscience  •  so  me  cryst  helpe, 
How  J)ow  lernest  fie  peple  •  J)e  lered  and  jie  lewede." 
Conscience  gladly  ^  "  I  am  fayne  of  Jjat  forwarde  "  •  seyde  ]>e  freke  J)anne, 

rode  off,  a      i     •         •  i  i     •      i  • 

and^ave  And  ritt  ri3te  to  resou?i  •  and  rowneth  m  his  ere,        13 

Rc.ison  the  king's     .,        .,  ,,  iii  t-,i  ,    ■,       t   •     -, 

44  And  seide  as  be  kynge  badde  •  and  sithen  toke  his  ieue. 

incBsage. 

IF  "  I  shal  arraye  me  to  ride,  quod  resou7i  •  "  reste  ])e  a 

while  "— 
And  called  catou??  his  knaue  •  cnrteise  of  spcche,         1 6 
And  also  to?nme  trewe-tonge-  •  telle-me-no-talos- 
Ne-lesyng-to-lawje-of-  •  for-I-loued-liem-neucre — 


Reason  bids  his 
kiiavo  Cato  saddle 
his  horse  railed 
8u0er-till-I-8co- 
iny-limc. 


Title,     rt  xnpra']  petri  plowman, 
vt  supra  R ;  CB  om. 

1.  Cmxcth']  Cesses  C. 

2.  saii'^tnc]  sau^tle  OB. 
8.  fiotrl  |,u  liotc  B. 

4.  /or]  IT  for  \V.    for  nicrrl  rallicr 


COB. 

11.  ]pe  lerpd]  lorcd  E. 

1.^.  ?v7/]  ryt  W;  rit  CO;  vk\\\>  B. 

14.  s'tthrn']  sitlics  H. 

18.  Idw^c']  luu^cnW;  lauplic  C;  lawe 
B  ;  liunlic  O;   l:iu,glie  B.      </]  :it  O. 


PASS.   IV.]      REASON,  WIT,  AND    WISDOM    COME    TO    THE    COURT. 
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{ 


"  And  sette  my  sadel  vppon  suffre-  •  til-I-se-my-tyme, 
And  lete  warrok  it  wel  •  with  witty-wordes  gerthes,  20 
And  liange  on  hym  fe  heuy  brydel  •  to  holde  his  hed 

lowe, 
For  he  wil  make  welie  •  tweye  er  he  be  there." 
IT  Thanne  conscience  vppon  his  caple  •  kaireth  forth 

faste. 
And  resou?i  with  hym  ritte  •  rownynge  togideres,        24 
'Wliiche  niaistries  Mede  •  m.aketh  on  pis  erthe. 
^  One  waryn  wisdom  '  And  witty  his  fere 
Folwed  hem  faste  •  [for  Jiei]  haued  to  done 
In  pe  cheker  and  at  ]?e  chauncerie  •  to  be  discharged  of 

])inges ;  28 

And  riden  fast,  for  resou??  •  shulde  rede  hem  pe  beste, 
For  to  saue  hem,  for  sikier  •  fro  shame  and  fram  harmes. 
^  And  conscience  knewe  hem  wel  •  fei  loued  coueitise. 
And  bad  resoa?^  ride  faste  •  and  recche  of  her  noither, 
"]5ere  aren  wiles  in  here  wordes  *  and  with  Mede  jjei 

dwell eth  ;  33 

There  as  "wratthe  and  "wranglyng  is  •  jjere  Wynne  pei  siluer, 
%  Ac  pere  is  loue  and  lewte  •  fei  wil  nou3te  come  fere ; 

Gontricio  Sf  infelicitas  m  vijs  eorum,  Sfc. 
Jpei  ne  gyueth  nou3te  of  god  •  one  gose  wynge,  36 

Non  est  timor  dei  ante  oculos  eorum. 
For,   wot   god,    ])ei  wolde   do   more   •  for   a   dozeine 

chickenes, 
Or  as  many  capones  •  or  for  a  seem  of  otes, 


Tlien  Ccmscience 
and  Reason  rode 
to  the  king,  and 


Wisdom  and  Wit 
followed  them, 
for  tliey  wanted 
Reason's  advice. 


t  Conscience 
knew  these  two 
were  covetous, 


t  and  shunned 
Love  and 
Loyalty, 
t  Ps.  xiii.  7 
(Vulgate). 
[Fol.  15.] 


20.  lete]  let  R ;  lat  W.  if]  hym  W. 
gerthes']  gere  B. 

21.  holde]  helde  R. 

22.  ii-ehe]  vvehee  W.  tiveye]  twies 
WB  ;   twyes  0 ;  twyees  C. 

23.  kaireth]  carief)  WB. 

24.  rittc^  ryt  W  ;  rit  RO  ;  rydes  C ; 
rytt  B. 

2.5.  Mede — erthe']  on  eerth  *  Mede 
\>Q  mayde  inaketh  R. 

27.  'hem:]  hym  W.  \_for  \)ei  WOB] 
for  liij  C ;  LR  om. ;  but  in  L,  the  line 


is   marked  for   correction.       haved] 
hadde  WC ;  hadden  B. 

28.  ]pe  chelicr]  {'cscheker  W.  and] 
R  om.  at  ]je]  in  {^e  WCOB;  atte 
]>Q  R. 

29.  hem]  0  om.. 

32.  CB  omit.  resoiin']  0  om. 
noither]  neij^er  WO  ;  notlier  R. 

33.  }pere — n-llcs]  }7ei  arn  wyli  0. 
35.  Ac  pere]  Ac  where  W ;  And  |^er 

C ;   |pere  R. 

3G.  ffose]  goose  W ;  goos  0. 
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50  PEACE   BRINGS   A    COMPLAINT   AGAINST    WBOXG.        i^PASS.  IV. 

t"Th»ywflido  !  jjan  for  loue  of  owxe  lorde  •  or  alle  hise  leue  sejiites. 
^foTadoien      rFoi-))!,  resouTj,  Icte  hem  ride  ■  \>o  riclie,  bi  hem-seluen, 
^"t^-f ^^e.'l  For  conscience  knoweth  liem  nou3te  •  ne  ciyst,  as  I 
"^        trowe.  41 
And  jjanne  resouw  rode  faste  ■  \>e  rijte  liei^e  gate, 
Asjgonscience  hjin  kenned  '  til  pei  come  to  )te  kynge. 


The  king  receives  ^  Ciirt^isliclie  fe  kynge  j?anne  "  come  a^ein  resoun,    44 
And  bitwene  h_}Tja-seK  and  his  Eone   •  sette  hym  on 

benche. 
And  wordeden  wel  wyseli  •  a  gret  Trhile  togideres. 

Emer  Peate.  with  IT  And  fanne  comepees  in-to.  porlement  •  and  put 

a  pte*  against 

wioQg.  lortn  a  bilie> 

How  wronge  a^eines  his  wille  •  had  his  "wyf  taken,     48 

And  how  he  rauisshed  Rose  •  Eeginoldes  loue. 

And  Margarete  of  hir  maydenhode  •  maugre  here  chekis. 

"Wrong  (said  he)  «  Bothe  my  gees  &  my  grys  ■  his  gadelynges  feccheth  ; 

e  I  dar  nGU3te  for  fere  of  hym  ■  fy3te  ne  chyde.  52 

I  _  He  borwed  of  me  bayard  •  he  broujte  hym  home  neure, 

2s  e  no  ferthynge  ])er-fore  •  for  naujte  I  couthe  plede. 

mnrdCTed  my       He  meyneteueth  his  men  •  to  morther  myne  hewen, 

men,  stolen  my 

wheat,  and  beaten  PoTstalleth  my  feyres  •  and  fi3te^in  my  chepynge,    56 

IDTBtlf."  '       " 

And  breketh  vp  my  hemes  dore  •  and  bereth  aweye  my 

whete. 
And  taketh  me  but  a  taile  •  for  ten  quarteres  of  otes. 
And  3et  he  bet  me  )»er-to  "  and  lyth  bi  my  Mayde, 
I  :.  ■::.  nou3t€  hardy  for  hym  •  vneth  to  loke."  CO 

U  The  kynge  knewe  he  seide  sothe  •  for  conscience  hym 

tolde, 

39.  towe]  |>e  loue  W.  53.  A^]  and  E.     hym']  it  B. 

40.  retoun']  K  om.  54.  CB  om.     nauite']  oustW;  oust 

43.  J>fi]  he  O.  jTEt  O. 

44.  come}  com  W.  a^ein]  ajeins  W.         55.  Jierren"]  hennes  (1)  B. 

40.  <i]  nt  (\  57.    CB  om.     henui  dore]  beme- 

47.         "           le  O.  dores  O. 

40.                    ;  EeignaldesW:  Bey-  58.    hut]   C  om.     a]   o  O.     taiJe] 

noldfc-    ■ ' :  i .•    r.aldes  B ;  EajiialdU  B.  taille  WC.     ten]  a  teu  CB. 

.'<0.  maugre]  maugree  W;  maugrey  59.  let]  l>ete>  WB. 

O ;  magre  B.  Go.  nam]  am  WR.     vnetK]  Tiine>« 

52.  hym]  hem  W.  WBOB  ;  vnees  C. 


I'ASS.   IV.]  WISDOM    AND    WIT    HIDE    WITH    MKKD.  51 

\)id  wrongo  was  a  M'ikkud  luft  ■  and  wioii^lc  moche 
sorwe.  G2 

IT  V^rongc  was  afered  faiine  •  and  wisdomr;  lie  soujto      Tht-n  was  wroni? 

,  ,  •.!       1   ■  1  />         1     1  afiaiil,  aii'ltried 

lo    jiiakc    pees    wjiii    Jus    pons    •    and    prolered   liym  to  bribe  wisdom 

to  iilcud  fur  liiiii. 

maiiye, 
And  seide,  "  liad  I  louo  of  my  lordo  pQ  kyngc  •  litel  4.0 

wolde  I  recohc,  G5 

'J'liei3e  pees  and  liis  powere  •  pleyned  hym  cure  !" 
IF  )po  wan  wisdome  •  and  sire  waryn  })e  witty,  wih.ioim  and  wit 

For  Jjat  wronge  had  ywrou3te  ■  so  wikked  a  lode,      G8 
And  warned  wronge  po  •  with  such  a  wyse  tale ; 
"  Who-so  worcheth  hi  wille  •  wrattho  maketh  ofte  ; 
I  seye  it  hi  |3i-self  •  fow  slialt  it  wel  fynde. 
But  if  Mede  it  make  •  pi  myschief  is  vppe,  72  tiiat,  unless  he 

T^        ,,,        .-1/.         i.-i        1         iji-1-  )i  could  Kct  Meed  to 

lor  hothe  j)i  lyi  and  J)i  londe  •  lyth  m  Jus  grace.  help,  he  was 

IF  Thanne  wowed  wronge  •  wisdoiiie  ful  jerne, 

To  make  his  pees  with  his  pens  •  handi-^andi  payed.  [Foi.  is  b.] 

Wisdomc  and  witte  Jjanne  •  wenten  togideres,  7G  Tiien  wrong 

And  toke  Mede  myd  hern  •  mercy  to  winne.  wisdom  and  wit 

IF  Pees  put  for]?  his  hed  •  and  his  panne  hlody ;  them. 

*'  Wyth-outen  gilte,  god  it  wote  •  gat  I  fis  skape,  £".18  uooUy" 

Conscience  and  jje  comune  •  knowen  fe  sotlie."  80  '"'''"^" 

IF  Ac  wisdom  and  witt  •  were  ahout  faste  ""<■  wisdom  and 

Wit  tried  to  over- 

To  ouorcome  pa  kyng  •  with  catel,  ^if  bei  iiiyjte.  come  the  king. 

4-? 
IF  ])(i  kynge  swore,  hi  crist  •  and  hi  his  crowne  hothe,      The  kint?  sweais 

Wron^  shall 

pat  wronge  for  his  werkis  •  sholde  wo  f  olyf;,  84  sufiei-,  and  siiaii 

>       1  11  111.  i         1  •  (je  cast  Into  Irons. 

And  comaiinded  a  constahle  •  to  casten  hym  in  yrens, 
"And  late  hym  nou3te  pin  seuene  3ere  •  soon  lii.s  fe(;t 

ones." 
IF  "God  wot,"  qnod  wysdom  •  "bat  were  nau3te   be  wisdom  offer 

'  '         '        bail,  and  says 

hestc  ; 

G2.  Ivff?^  lift  0  ;  lyft  C.    wrou^te—  75.  his  jfMx'}  peos  WB. 

sorrve]  muche  eorwe  wrou3tc  R.  77.  myd]  with  C. 

CO.  hym']  hem  li.  78.  jJid]  putte  WE. 

07.  wan]  whan  CB ;  wcnte  WO.  70.  yilfo]  gult  R. 

70.  bi]  my  OB;  hy  my  0.  81.   Ac]  And   C.    7iu;rr]  wcrcn    OB. 

71.  pi-self]  myself  WCB.  84.  polyc]  thole  R, 
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MEED    TRIES    TO    BUY    WRONG    OFF. 


[pass.  IV. 


Wrong  will  pay 
duniagcs. 


■\Vit  seconds  Uiis. 


Tlicn  Meed 
proffi'i's  Peace  a 
present  ol"  gold, 


and  engages  that 
Wroni;  sliall  Keep 
the  jieace. 


Peace  be?s  Wrong 
off,  and  forgives 
him,  since  Meed 
has  made  amends. 


48 

Hut  the  king 
swears  that 
Wrong  shall  not 
get  off  so  lightly. 


Then  some 
advised  Reason 
to  lake  jiily  on 
Wrong. 

[Fol.  Ifi.] 


And  he  amendes  mowe  make  •  late  meyiiprise  hym  liaue  ; 

And  be  borwgli  for  liis  bale  •  and  biggen  bym  bote,  89 

And  so  amende  pat  is  mysdo  ■  and  euermore  pe  bettere." 

IT  Witt  acorded  ])er-with  •  and  seide  pe  same  : 

"  Bettere  is  Jjat  bote  •  bale  adoun  brynge,  92 

Jjan  bale  be  ybette  •  &  bote  neuere  pe  bettere." 

IT  And  Jianne  gan  Mede  to  mengen  here  •  and  mi?/'cy 

she  bisonght, 
And  profred  ^pees  a  present  •  al  of  pure  golds  : 
"  Haiie  jjis,  man,  of  me,"  qziod  she  •  "to  amende  J)i 

skafe,  96 

For  I  wil  wage  for  wronge  •  he  wil  do  so  namoie." 
If  Pitoiisly  pees  ]janne  '  jDrayed  to  pe  kynge 
To  haue  mercy  on  pat  man  •  fat  mys-did  hym  so  ofte  : 
"For  he  hath  waged  me  wel  •  as  wysdome  hym  tau^te, 
And  I  forgyue  hym  pat  gilte  •  with  a  goode  wille ;   101 
So  pat  pe  J^ynge  assent  •  I  can  seye  no  bettere ; 
For  Mede  hath  made  me  amendes  •  I  may  namore  axe." 
II  "  N'ay,"  quod  pe  Kynge  po  •  "  so  me  cryst  helpe  !  104 
"Wronge  wendeth  nou^te  so  awaye  •  arst  wil  I  wite  more  ; 
For  loupe  he  so  lijtly  •  laughen  he  wolde, 
And  efte  pe  balder  be  •  to  bete  myne  hewen ; 
But  resou??  haue  rcutlie  on  hym  '  he  shul  rest  in  my 

stokkes,  108 

And   pat  as  longe  as  he  lyuetli  •  but  lowenesse  hym 

borwe." 
IF  Bommc  men  redde  Rosou?i  po  •  to  haue  reuthe  on  pat 

schrcwe, 
And  for  to  conseille  pc  kynge  ■  and  conscience  after, 


88.  vmn'r'l  mowc  (prbif fid  nowc)  W. 

89.  bonvffJi'\  hoTiih  WCB  ;  boni^  R. 
&i«/^e?(]  buggeii  "WR;  bijen  B.  7<yw] 
hcin  C. 

90.  euermorr~\  cuere  be  R. 
!»2.  Jivticre]  \>&i  bettere  R. 


lO.*].  made  VIC  amen fl of]  nie  iiiiiciidcs 
maad  W.     axe]  aske  0. 
■    105.  rtJ-.'(!^]  erstWCOB.    irUc^Qom. 

lOr,.     loupr']    lope    WO  ;    lei>e    B. 
laiiff/u'ii]  ley:5lien  H. 

107.  balder']  boldere  "\\'R.     Jieweii] 


94.  mengen]  mcken  R.    she]  he  R;     huen  0 :  hewes  R. 
C  om.  110.  redde]  radde  WR;  raddcn  0  ; 

99.  <*;/]  of  0.  redden  B. 


PASS.  IV.]  REASON    SAYS    HE    WILL    SHEW    NO    PITY.  53 

That  Mede  moste  be  meynpenioitr  •  resoujz  jjei  bisoujte. 

^  "  Rede  me  nou3te,"  quod  resou?i  •  "no  reutlie  to  "Nay,"snys 

Reason,  "  not  till 
liaue,  113   all  lorils  and 

Til  lordes  and  ladies  •  louien  alle  treuthe, 

And  haten  al  haiiotrye  •  to  heren  it,  or  to  mouthen  it ; 

Tyl  pornelles  p?«'fil  •  be  put  in  here  hucche ;  116 

And  childryn  cherissyng  •  be  chastyng  witli  ^erdes  ; 

And  harlotes  holynesse  •  be  holden  for  an  hyne  ;  rioters  arc  holy, 

•^  "^         '  clerks  [t  charit- 


Td  clerken  coueitise  be  •  to  clothe  Jje  ix)re  and  to  fede,  able  to  the  poor]. 

And  religious  romares  "  record  are  in  here  cloistres,  120 

As  seyntjjenet  hem  bad  •  Eernarde  and  Frauwceys  ; 

And   tU.   prechoures    p;'echyng   •   be   preued  on   hem-  and  priests 

practise  what 
Seluen  ;  they  preacU ; 

Tyl  )je  kynges  conseille  •  be  fe  comime  profyte  ; 

Tyl  bisschopes  baiardes  *  ben  beggeres  chambres,     124 

Here   haukes   and  her  houndes   *  helpe  to   pore   Ee- 

ligious  ; 
%  And  til  seynt  lames  be  sou^te  •  fere  I  shal  assigne,     tin  men  go  no 

r,,,  ,       /-<    T         1  ■  n  1  o  move  to  Galicia, 

ihat  no  man  go  to  (jtallS  *   but  it  he  go  lor  euere  ;  and  Rome-seekers 

And  alle  Eome-renneres  •  for  robberes  of  [byjonde]  1 28  khig-rcuirover* 
Bere  no  sUuer  ouer  see  •  Jsat  signe  of  kynge  shewej),         "'*  ^'^^' 
iNoyther  graue  ne  vngraue  *  golde  noither  siluer, 
Vppon   forfeture  of   Jjat  fee  •    who    so   fynt    liym   at 

Douere, 
But  if  it  be  marchau?it  or  his  man  •  or  messagere  with  imiees  they  be 

*s__— -  merchants, 

lei^ff-res,  132    messengers,  pro- 

_-,  ,    />       T  •  visors,  or  priests. 

1  rouysoure  or  prest  •  or  penaunt  lor  Jus  synnes. 

112.  moste']  muste  OB.  bayardis  B. 

115.  Jier&n,  it]  heren  W.  125.  to]  Jjb  CB.   /»ore]  iiouereWR; 

116.  pernelles]  Parnelles  W  ;  pero-     Eeliglovs]  religiouses  R. 

nelles  EB  ;   Peronelle  C.  128.  of]  W  om.    [bijymde]  bi^onde 

117.  childryn]  cliildrene  W;  chil-     COB;  biyonde  W;  preferable  to  by- 
dren  COB ;  childerne  E.     chastyng]     5ende,  as  in  LR. 

chastysyng  0.  129.  see]  sehe  0. 

118.  flJi  %wc]  vuheende  0;  nau^te         130.     JVoyther]     'Ne'\]per     WCOB ; 
R.  Nother  R.     noitJier]  nei\>er  WCOB; 

119.  clerke?i]  clerkeue  WR  ;  clerkis     nother  R. 

B.     to  fede]  fede  W.  131.  hym]  it  W. 

122.  And]  C  om.  132.  if]  B  om.    it]  he  WCOB;  but 

124.    baiardes]   Bayardce    WCEO;     see  Text  A. 


51 


WROXG  OUGHT  TO  BE  PUNISHED. 


[pass.  IV. 


I  will  liavc  no 
pity  wliile  Meed 
is  here. 


Were  /  king,  no 
Wrong  should  go 
unpunished,  or 
Kct  grace  by 
bribes. 


50 

No  evil  ought  to 
go  uup\inlshed, 
nor  good  unre- 
warded. 


Were  this  rule 
kept,  Law  might 
go  and  cart 
manure,  and  Love 
should  rule  over 
all." 

[Vol.  16  6.] 


+  Then  I  saw  I 
Meed  wink  at  the' 
lawyers ;  I 


t  and  Waryn 
Wis<lom  winked 
again  at  Meed. 


^  And  3et,"   quod  resoiu?,    "  bi  fe   Eodc   •  I  slial  no 

reuthe  liaue, 
AVhile  Mede  hath  jje  maistrye  •  in  Jjis  moot-halle. 
Ac  I  may  shewe  ensaumples  •  as  I  se  other-Avhile,    136 
I  sey  it  by  my-self,"  q?<od  he  •  "  and  it  so  Avere 
That  I  were  kynge  Avith  crowne  •  to  kepen  a  Eewnie, 
Shiilde  neuere  wronge  in  ]?is  worlde  •  jjat  I  Avite  iny3te, 
Ben  vnpunisshed  in  my  powere  •  for  peril  of  my  soule  ! 
Xe  gete  my  grace  for  giftes  •  so  me  god  sane  !  141 

Ne  for  no  Mede  haue  mercy  •  but  mekenesse  it  make. 
^  For  nuUum  malum  Jje  man  •  mette  with  inpimitum. 
And  badde  nullum  honum  '  be  irremuneratiim.         144 
^  Late  3owre  confessoure,  sire  Kynge  •  construe  fis 

vnglosed  ; 
And  jif  ^e  Avorken  it  in  Averke  •  I  AA^edde  rapie  eres, 
That  laAve  shal  ben  a  laborere  •  and  lede  a-felde  donge, 
And  loue  shal  lede  ])i  londe  •  as  Jje  lief  lyketh  !  "      148 
IT  Clerkes   fat  Avere   confessoures  •   coui^led   hem   to- 

gideres, 
Alle  to  construe  Jjis  clause  ■  and  for  fe  kynges  profit, 
Ac  nou3te  for  conforte  of  Jje  comuriQ  '  ne  for  fe  kynges 

soule. 
^  For  I  sei^e  medeLin  the  moot-halle  ■  on  men  of  lawe 

AA^ynke,  152 

And  jjei  laAvghyng  lope  to  hire  •  and  lafte  resou?z  manye. 
^  Waryn  Avisdome  •  wynked  vppon  Mede, 
And  seide,  "  Madame,  I  am  ^OAvre  man  •  Avhat  so  my 

mouth  iangleth ;  155 

I  falle  in  floreines,"quod  ])at  freke  •  "an  faile  speche  ofte." 


130.  Ac]  And  C.  ax']  CB  om. 
othfi-']  ow]>er  W. 

137,  138.  and — cron-nr']  V>  om. 
cron-nr]  coroune  W  ;  corown  O. 

13'.».  irite]  witt  K. 

141.  for']  [joru^  K. 

14'2.  vuiltc]  made  R. 

113.  inpunitiim']  inipunitum  O. 

144.  hadde]  bad  WIJB;  bade  0. 


140.  j^e  ■ivorlien']  he  wirke  B.  mync] 
boj^-e  niyne  O. 

150.  Alle']  Al  W. 

1 52.  se'ne]   sei J  WC  ;    sev?  R ;    sv^ 
0;  sayB. 

153.  lope]  Icpe  C.     lafte']  left  WR. 
155.  fl/w]   C  om.     iaiiglcth]  ianglo 

WR. 

15(5.  an]  and  WCROB, 


PASS.  IV.]  THE    KING    SAYS    REASON    IS    RIGHT.  55 

^  Alle  ri3tfal  recorded  *  fat  resou?z  trcutho  tolde,     157  [+ ah  true  men 

.  .  ,,,.  thoutjlit  Reason] 

And  Witt  acordcd  fer-with  •  and  comended  his  wordes,  was  right,  and 

11,  .  i-iin  1  Pi       that  Meed  was  a 

And   pe  nioste  peple  in  ]?e  Jialle  •  and  manye  oi  pe  wretch. 

grete, 
And  leten  mekenesse  a  maistre  •  and  Mede  a  mansed 

sclirewe.  160 

^  Loue^lete  of  hir  lijte  •  and  lewte  3it_lasse,  As  for  Love,  he 

11- !•  !•  1  in-i        1  laughed  her  to 

And  seide  it  so  nei3e  •  Jjat  al  \>e  halle  it  nerde,  scorn,  and  said, 

"  Wlio-so  wilneth  hir  to  \vyf  •  for  welth  of  her  godis,       "whoevermarries 

her  will  surely 

But  he  De  knowe  for  a  koke-wolde  •  kut  of  my  nose  ! "    prove  a  cuckold." 
!   ^  Mede  mourned  jjo  *  and  made  heuy  chere,  165 

For  pe  moste  comune  of  pat  courte  •  called  hire  an 

hore. 
Ac  a  svsoure  and  a  sompnoure  •  sued  hir  faste,  t  a  sheriffs  clerk 

and  others  coni- 


And  a  scliireues  clerke  •  byschrewed  al  fe  route,      168  fort  Meed. 

"  For  ofte  haue  I,"  q?«od  he  •  "  holpe  30W  atte  barre, 

And  ^it  jeue  30  me  neuere  •  pe  worthe  of  a  russhe." 

^   Tlieliynge    called    conscience    *    and    afterwardes  The  king  decreed 

that  Reason  was 
reSOUft,  right, 

And  recorded  pat  resouw  •  had  ri3tfullich  schewed,  172 
And  modilich  vppon  Mede  •  with  my3te  pe  Kynge  loked, 
And  gan  wax  wrothe  with  lawe  •  for  Mede  almoste  had  t  and  reproves 

his  lawyers; 

shent  it, 
And  seide,  "  Jjorw  30wre  lawe,  as  I  leue  •  I  lese  many 

chetes  ; 
Mede  ouer-maistrieth  lawe  •  and  moche  treuthe  letteth. 
Ac  resou?i  shal  rekene  with  30W  •  3if  I  j;egne  any  while, 
And  deme  30W  bi  pis  day  •  as  30  han  deserued.         178 

157.  ri-^ffvl]  rightfulle  W.  WCOB. 

159,  p^  (2)]  };is  R.  170.  ^eue']  gaue  O.     rt/sshe^  risshe 

IGO.  And']  0  om.     maistre']  mais-  W ;  resshe  C;  rische  0;  reische  B. 

tresse  B.     mansed]   mased  C ;  masid  172.  r'nffullich]  reufulliche  (!)  CB. 

B.  173.  with — loked]   mi3te  \j&t  kyng 

1C)3.  nnjf]  wyue  RB.  loke  R, 

164.    hut]    bitte  (jji-ob,  miswritfcn  174.  gan]  gand  C.     wax]  wexe  W. 

for  kitte)  R.  it]  C  om. 

iri7.  Ac]  And  C.     sued]  sueden  0.  175.  -lowre]  W  om.    many]  myn  B. 

168.  al]  al  (j'jriwfer^  at)  W.  chetes]  eschetes  W  ;  eschetis  B. 

169.  hvljjel^  Ihuipe  R.     atte']  at  };e  178.  hi  ]>'is]  on  a  0. 


5G  THE    KIXG    ELECTS    TO    LIVE    WITH    REASON.  [PASS.  IV. 

Mede   shal   nou^te   mcj^nprise   30W    •   bi  jje    Marie  of 
heuene  1 
t  and  declares       I  wil  haue  leute  ill  lawe  •  and  lete  be  al  ^o-wxe  ian- 

tliat  justice  shall  i  orv 

be  (lone.  g^'^g)  '^^^ 

And  as  moste  folke  witnesseth  wel  •  Avronge  slial  be 

denied." 

+  Conscience  "ays  «[  Quod  coiisciencc  to  ]>e  kynge  •  "  but  the  comuno.  wil 

il  IB  hard  to  \ 

govern  thus.  I  aSSent, 

It  is  fill  hard,  bi  myii  bed  •  here-to  to  bn'iige  it, 
Alle  ^OAvre  b'gc  leodes  •  to  lede  fus  euene."  184 

Re-ison  declares     <[  "  By  bym  fiat  rau3te  on  jje  rode  "  •  quod  resou^z  to  f  e 

it  is  easy. 

kynge, 
"  But  if  I  reide  Jjus  ^o^vre  rewnie  "  rende  out  my  guttes  ! 
[Foi.  17.]       3if  36  bidden  buxomnes  •  be  of  myne  assente." 
The  king  says  he    *[  "And  I  asseut,"  seith  JjB  kynge  •  "by  seynte  Marie 

assents  to  .     , 

lte;ison"s  counsel ;  KIJ  J^auy,  IbS 

Be  my  conscille  comen  •  of  clerkis  and  of  erlis. 
and  hopes  he  will  Ac  redili  resou/z  •  ])ow  shalt  nou^te  ride  fro  me, 

For  as  longe  as  I  lyue  •  lete  j^e  I  nelle." 
"I  will  stay  if      ^  "I  am  ai'edy,"  qz<od  resou?^  •  "to  reste  "with  30W 

Conscience  bo 

your  counsellor."  BUere,  192 

\  So  conscience  be  of  owre  conseille  •  I  kepe  no  bettere." 
"Yes,"  said  the     "And  I  graiiiit,"  q«od  the  kynge  •  "  goddes  forbode  it 

kinjj,  "let  us        ! 

live  toRcther  till  \  faile, 

\  Als  longe  as  OAvre  lyf  lasteth  •  lyue  we  togideres."    195 

180.  aV]  0  om.  189.  C  omiis.     Be']    so  in  LEOB. 

181.  moafd]  alle  R.  falke]  O  om.  comcii]  so  in  LOB;  Icome  R.  JTcnce 
v'itncsscth']  witncsse  C.  wet]  R  om.  the  reading  in  W,  By  my  counsel! 
dcmed']  j'clcrncd  R.  commune,  is  ^^?v;Ja&Zy  cornq't ;    cf. 

182.  the']  C  om..  Text  A. 

18G.  But  if]  But  B.  11)0.  Ac]  And  C.   ' 

187.  yf]  if  WCROB.  192.  aredy]  al  redy  WCB. 

188,  i'cith']  saye  C;  quod  0;  quatj         194.  if]  he  R.     it  fail,-']  ellis  W. 
R.  195.  lasteth]  last  R.     h/i/e]  leiie  R. 


PASS,  v.]  THE    VISION    OF    THE    SEVEN    DEADLY    SINS.  57 


PASSUS  V. 

Fassus  quintus  tie  Vislone. 

53 

The  kyng  and  liis  laiiglites  •  to  the  kirke  weute  The  king  goes  to 

mi  1  1  1  o  matins. 

To  here  matpies  ol  j)e  day  •  and  Jje  masse  alter. 

]?anne  Avaked  I  of  my  wynkyiige  •  and  wo  was  with-alle,  The  first  vision- 

J3at  I  ne  hadde  sleped  sadder  •  and  ysei3en  more.  4 

Ac  er  I  hadde  faren  a  fourlonge  •  feyntise  me  hente,        Here  begins  the 

That  I  ne  my^te  ferther  a-foot  •  for  defaute  of  slepynge  ;  viz.  of  the  Deadly 

J      J         ,         pji  t  1        •  1  1  •^  Sins,andof  PiEES 

And  sat  soitly  adown  •  and  seide  my  biieue,  ^^^  plowman. 

j_And  so  I  babeled  on  my  bedes  '  fei  brou^te  me  a-slepe. 
IT  And  ])anne  saw  I  moche  more  •  |)an  I  bifore  tolde,   9 
For  I  say  Jje  felde  ful  of  folke  •  fat  I  bifore  of  seyde, 
And  how  resou?z  gan  arrayen  hym  •  alle  fe  reume  to  Ti>e  semon  of 

I  Conscience  upon 

precne,  jl^^  pestilence  and 

And  with  a  crosse  afor   be  kynge    •   comsed   bus    to  "^^^r^'^^^r'^iy^!,"^ 

r  J     o  I  of  Jan.  15, 1362. 

techen.  1 2 

^  He  preued  Jjat  jjise  pestilences  •  [were]  for  pure  synne, 
And  Jje  southwest  wynde  •  on  saterday  at  euene 

Title.    Passus   Quintus  0  ;  Passus  0.     ^ei\  til  {^ei  B. 
quintus  de  visione  LOB ;  to  which  W         9.    moche]   myche    0  ;    mykile    C. 

adds   vt    supra  ;    and   R    adds   petri  tolde']  of  tolde  W. 
plowman,  vt  supra.  10.  say]   seij  \V ;    sey  C  ;  saw  0  ; 

3.  waked]  awaked  RB.     7vas]  C  om.  sau^  B. 

4.  sleped]  slept  W.     yseheii]  yseieii         12.  with]  0  om.     afo?-]  bifore  C. 
B;  I-sye  O.  \3.  2^J'^i'ed][:ireue\>  O.    jjestilences] 

5.  Ac]  And  C.    fourlonge^  furlong  pestilence  C.    [_were  W]  was  LCROB  ; 
W  ;  forlong  CO  ;  furjlonge  R.    feyn-  but  were  seems  required. 

tise]  a  feyntise  0.  14.    southwest]  south  westrene  W. 

7.  sat]  sette  me  B.  wynde]    wijnd    O.     on]    vppon   a   B. 

8.  so  I]   R  0??*.     on']   vppon  R;  of     euene]  eue  C, 


58 


COXSCIEKCE    PREACHES    A    SERMON. 


[pass.  V, 


53 

Pear- frees, 
plum-trees, 
beeches,  acd  oaks 
were  blown  down. 


Tlie  (Ircamergives 
an  outline  of 
Conscience's 
Bemion. 

Conscience  bids 
a  waster  work. 


and  tells  Pemel 
to  put  her  finery 
[Fol.  17  6.] 
away. 

Thomas  is  to  fetch 
home  his  wife 
Felice;  and  Wat's 
■  wife  is  to  blame. 


t  Betle  is  to  beat 
lazy  Betoun. 


Chapmen  are  to 
chastise  their 
children. 


Was  pertliclie  for  pure  pryde  •  and  for  no  poynt  elles. 

Piries  and  plom  trees  •  were  puffed  to  fe  evthe,  16 

In  ensample,  36  segges  '  ^e  shulden  do  Jpe  bettere. 

Beclies  and  brode  okes  •  were  blowen  to  fe  grounde, 

Torned  vpward  her  tallies  •  in  tokenjTige  of  drede, 

Jjat  dedly  synne  at  domesday  •  shal  fordon  hem  alle.   20 

If  Of  jjis  matere  I  niy^te  '  mamely  ful  longe, 

Ac  I  shal  seye  as  I  saw  •  so  me  god  helj^e  ! 

How  pertly  afor  fe  poeple  •  resouw  gan  to  preche. 

IT  He  bad  wastoure  go  worche  ■  what  he  best  couthe,  24 

And  wynnen  his  wastyng  •  with  somme  manere  crafte. 

IF  And  preyed  pe?'onelle  •  her  pzr/'fyle  to  lete, 

And  kepe  it  in  hir  cofre  •  for  catel  at  hire  nede. 

^  Thomme  stowue  he  tau3te  •  to  take  two  staues,       28 

And  fecche  [felice]  home  •  fro  fie  wj'uen  pyne. 

IT  He  Avarned  watt  •  his  wyf  was  to  blame, 

pat  hire  bed  was  worth  halue  a  marke  •  his  hode  nou^te 

worth  a  grote. 
And  bad  bette  kut  •  a  bow  other  tweyne,  32 

And  bete  betoure  jjer-with  •  but  if  she  wolde  worche. 
And  jjanne  he  charged  chapmen  "  to  chasten  her  chil- 

deren ; 
Late  no  wynnynge  hem  forweny  •  whil  Jjei  be  3onge, 


15.  pnre']  R  o»i. 

17.  -^e  seyges]  ]paiiij&&QggQS  {printed 
that  the  segges)  W.  ^e  shuldoi] 
sholdcn  W ;  shulden  B. 

19.  tailU'it']  taile  R.  in  tohcivjnge'] 
to  kenynge  R. 

21.  mameli/'}  mamelen  W;  manil3'B. 

22.  Acl  And  C.     saw']  sauj  WB. 

23.  pcrtlg']  apertly  B.  gait]  bigan 
WB ;  gand  0. 

25.  crafte']  craftys  R. 

20.  AmV\  lie  W.  peronelle]  Per- 
nele  WR. 

27.  hir]  CB  am. 

28.  stoKtic]  Stowue  C ;  stoiiue  R ; 
Stowo  0 ;  of  Btowue  B ;  Stowue  or 
Stowne  (;;W?i^YZ  Stowne)  W.  staiiCK] 
BtoncB  R. 


29.  [feUce  AVCROB]  filice  L.  fro 
]>e]  fram  R.  ivyitcn]  wyuen  or 
wynen  LWCO ;  wyuene  or  wynene 
RB.     See  note  to  Text  A  ;  p.  14i. 

30.  JIo]  And  0. 

31.  \!at]  For  W,  halue  a]  half  a 
C  ;  half  WROB.  his]  &c  his  W  ;  &  is 
B.  Jtode]  bed  C ;  B  ovt,  moi-th  (2)] 
R  om. 

32.  low]  bouj  W  ;  bowghe  C. 
other]  outher  W  ;  or  C.  tweyne] 
tweye  WR  ;  tweyen  0. 

33.  if]  C  oni.     she"]  heo  R. 

34.  chasten]  chastijen  W;  cbasti- 
sen  0 ;  chaste  R. 

35.  hem]  R  om.  fom-eny]  for- 
wanye  WB  ;  for-wanyen  11.  n-hil]  ]pQ 
while  R. 


PASS,  v.]  DUTIES    OF    KINGS    AND    POPES.  59 

!N'e  for  no  poustc  of  pestilence  •  plese  licm  nou3te  out 
of  resouTO.  3G 

II  "  My  syre  seyde  so  to  me  •  and  so  did  my  dame,  t  Tiie  ijetter  the 

child,  the  more 

pat  pe  leuere  chude  •  fie  more  lore  bihoiieth,  pront  in  teaching 

And  Saiamon  seide  Jje  same  •  Jjat  Sapience  made, 

Qui  parcit  virge,  odit  fili.um.  +  Sparc  the  rod, 

.  .  and  spoil  the 

J?e  Englich.  of  Jiis  latyn  is  •  wlio-so  wil  it  knowe,        40  child  (Prov.  xiii. 

24). 

"Wlio-so  sparetli  fe  sprynge  •  spilleth  his  children." 

IT  And  sithen  he  preyed  prelatj  •  and  prestes  to-gideres,  Priests  should 

_  practise  what 

"  )5at  36  p/'echen  to  jje  peple  '  preue  it  on  sowre-seluen,  they  preach. 

And  doth  it  in  dede  •  it  shal  drawe  30W  to  good ;       44 

If  30  lynen  as  30  leren  vs  •  we  shal  leue  3o\v  fe  bettere." 

IT  And  sithen  he  radde  Religious  •  hererenle  to  holde —  Religion  shoiua 

"  Lasts  JJB  kynge  and  his  conseille  •  3o\vie  comwiGS,  ap- 

payre, 
And  hen  stuwardes  of  30wre  stedes  •  til  30  be  ruled 

bettre." 48 


rule  strictly. 


^  And  sithen  he  conseilled  be  kynge  •  be  cojmoie  to  t  The  king  should 

love  the  com- 

louye,  mons. 

"  It  is  J)i  tresore,  if  tresourt  ne  were  *  and  triacle  at  ])i 

nede." 
And  sithen  he   prayed  pe   pope  •  haue  pite  on  holi-  +  The  pope  should 

govern  himself. 

cherche, 
And  er  he  gyue  any  grace  •  goucrne  firste  hym-selue.   52 
IT  "  And  30  that  han  lawes  to  kepe  '  late  treuthe  be  t  Lawyers  should 

covet  truth. 

3owre  coueytise, 
More  Jjan  golde  or  other  gyftes  •  if  30  wil  god  plese  ; 
For  who-so  contrarieth  treuthe  •  he  telleth  in  pe  gospel, 

36.  ponste']  poustee  W.  49.  \>c  (2)]  his  W.   comiine']  coraunes 

41.  sprynge]  3erde  B.     spilleth']  he     0. 

spilleth  K.     children]  child  B.  50.  tresore — mere]  trewe  tresor  W. 

42.  preyed']  prechede  W  ;    proued     ne]  R  om,. 

E.  51.  pope]  erased  in  R.     on]  of  C. 

43.  it^owre-seliten]  yowselue  WR.  54.  or  other]  oiiJ.-e/'  W  ;    &  o\er  O. 
45.   lyi/en]  leuen  WC.     leren]  lerne     ^e]  he  0. 

E.  55.  who-so]  who  B.     telleth]  telth 

48.    stuwardes]   stywardes    WOB  ;     R. 
stiwardes  CR. 


60  PIUDE    AND    LUXURY    REPENT.  [PASS.  V. 

\    That  god  knoweth  hym  nou3te  •  ne  no  seynte  of  heuene, 
t  Matt.  XXV.  12. '  Amen  dic.o  vohis,  nescio  vos. 

Pilgrims  siiouid        H  And  je  fat  seke  seynte  Jaqies  •  and  seintes  of 

seek  St  2'ruiA.  _  p-  r» 

Eome,  0 1 

Seketh  seynt  treuthe  •  for  he  may  sane  30W  alio ; 
Qui  cum  yatre  Sf  filio  '  fat  feire  hem  bifalle 
Jjat  suweth  my  se?'mon ; "  •  and  Jius  seyde  resoiui. 
Thanne  ran  repentance  •  and  reherced  his  teme,  61 

[Foi.  18.]       And  gert  wille  to  wepe  •  water  with  his  eyen. 

SUPERBIA. 

%  Peronelle  proude-herte  *  platte  hir  to  pe  ertlie, 
I.  Pridb.  Pernei  And  lay  longe  ar  she  loked  •  and  "  lorde,  mercy  !  " 

repents  lier  pride,  1  n  m 

And  hyhi3te  to  hym  •  fat  vs  alle  made, 
and  vows  to  wear  She  shulde  vnsowcn  hir  serke  *  and  sette  fere  an  heyre 
to  be  ever  '         To  affiiiten  hire  flesshe  •  fat  fierce  was  to  syiine  : 
iiumbie.  ^^  gj^^^  nouere  hei3e  herto  mo  hente  •  but  holde  me 

lowe,  68 

And  sufifre  to  be  myssayde —  ■  and  so  did  I  ncucre. 

But  now  wil  I  meke  me  •  and  mercy  biseche, 

For  al  f  is  I  liaue  •  hated  in  myno  hcrtc." 

LUXURIA. 

55 

J  I.  LBCHERir.       5f  jjanne  lecchoure  seyde  "alias!"  *  and  on  owrc  lady 

Lcchuur  repents, 

he  cryed,  72 

To  make  mercy  for  his  mis-dedes  •  bitwene  god  and  his 
soule, 

fifl.    Injni^  hem  R.      Amen~\  Amen  G3.  Peronelle^  Perncle  WE. 

amen  C.  Gk  slui]  he  R.    ci'tjed]  he  criede  R. 

60.  guwetli]   seweth  W;    suen  0;  65.  hj/hlitc']  bisoujte  CB,     to}  vn- 
Bueth  R ;    suwes  C.     resoun']  0  adds  to  0. 

Amen.  66.  hcyre']  haire  RB. 

61.  and'\  0  om.     tcme]  tyme  C.  67.  fierce']  iicrs  W  ;  fcrs  RO  ;  fecrse 
6'2.  eyen']  ei^en  WB;  ey^es  R;  yen  O.     C ;  firs  B. 

Stiperh'ia.    Tliis  is  here  written  in         68.  ludde]  liolde  I  wole  W. 
the  margin  of  LWCO.     Furtlier  on,  70.  wil  I]  I  wole  W. 

we  find    tlic    other    titles,    Luxuria,         71.  «/]  R  om.     hated']  I-hated   R; 

Jniiidia,  &c.  haiintid  B. 


PASS,   v.] 


ENVY    CONFESSES    HIS    SIN. 


61 


Witli  bat  he  shulde  be  saterday  •  seuene  3ere  fere-after,  and  vows 

hencefortli  to 

Drynke  but  myd  fe  dok'^  •  and  dyne  but  ones.  drink  only  with 

tlic  ducks. 


INUIDIA. 

IT  Enuye  with  heuy  herte  •  asked  after  scrifte,  76 

And  carefiillich  iiwx  culpa  •  he  comsed  to  shewe. 
He  was  as  pale  as  a  pelet  "  in  fe  palsye  he  semed, 
And  clothed  in  a  caurimaury  •  I  couthe  it  nou3te  dis- 

creue ; 
In  kirtel  and  kourteby  •  and  a  knyf  bi  his  pyde,         80 
Of  a  freres  frokke  '  "were  fe  forsleues. 
And  as  a  leke  hadde  yleye  •  longe  in  J)e  sonne, 
So  loked  he  %vith  lene  chekes  •  lourynge  foule. 
IT  His  body  was  to-boUe  for  wratthe  •  j?at  he  bote  his 

lippes,  84 

And  wryngynge  he  ^ede  with  fe  fiste  •  to  \^Teke  hyni- 

self  he  {)0U3te 
With  werkes  or  with  wordes  •  whan  he  seighe  his  tyme. 
Eche  a  worde  Jjat  he  warpe  •  was  of  an  Addres  tonge, 
Of  chydynge  and  of  chalangynge  •  was  his  cliief  lyflode, 
With  bakbitynge  and  bismer  •  and  beryng  of  fals  Avit- 

nesse ;  89 

Jjis  was  al  his  curteisye  •  where  fat  cucre  he  shewed  hym. 
IT  "I  wolde  ben  yshryue,"  q?<od  fis  schrewe  •  "and  I 

for  shame  durst ; 
I  wolde  be  gladder,  bi  god  •  fat  gybbe  had  meschaunce, 


III.  Entt.   Envy 
confesses  his 
misdeeds. 

He  is  pale, 
paralytic,  and  like 
a  dried  leek  for 
leanness. 


He  bites  his  lips, 
and  wrings  his 
fist. 


t  His  words  were 
as  if  from  an 
adder's  tongue. 


+  "  I  had  rather 
than  an  Essex 
cheese  that  Gib 
should  suffer  losa. 


74.  ]je  saterda]f\  on  \>q  day  K. 

75.  mydl  with  CK. 
Inuidia.     O  has  Envie. 

78.  as  po-le]  also  pale  B.  ]pe']  0 
om.    palsye']  palacj'e  C. 

79.  clothed']  cluted  R.  cauri- 
mnury]  kaiirymaury  W  ;  Caurymaury 
CB ;  taiirmiauri  (!)  R.  coiitheT]  coude 
R.  disci-eiw]  discryue  WCOB ;  de- 
scriue  R. 

80.  kourteby]  courtepy  W;  cnrteby 
E  :  curtepy  B. 

81.  \>e]  his  R.  forsleties]  fore  sleues 
WR. 


82.  lelie']  leek  f^at  W.  yleye]  y- 
leyen  C. 

84.  to-lolle^  to-bollen  "WCO  ;  to- 
bolne  B.     lote]  boot  W ;  bot  R. 

8o.  Tvryngynge — ■i^ede']  wrj'ng^ed  R, 
\>e]  his  0.    'fisie^  fust  W ;  fuyst  B. 

8G.  seighe]  sej'3  R ;  say  B ;  saw  0. 

87.  of]  B  om.  an  Addres]  an 
addre  R ;  a  neddres  W. 

88.  and]  0  om. 

90.  W  omits,     evere']  C  om. 

91.  y.?/ir?/?/e]  schryuen  0.  schrewe] 
shcrewe  W. 


62 


EXVY    MAKES    STRIFE    BETWEEN    MEN. 


[pass.  V. 


56 

1  annoy  my 
neighbour. 


and  make  his 
friends  his  foes. 


I  stirnp  strife 
between  t  men, 


[Fol  18  b.] 

yet  I  pretend  to 
be  my  foe's  friend. 


Wlien  I  kneel  in 
chureli,  I  pray 
Christ  to  curse 
tliem  that  li.ive 
borne  away  my 
bowl. 


67 

1  envy  (t  Eleyne] 
his  new  clotlies. 


laugh  when  men 
lose,  weep  when 
tliey  win. 


Than  Jjou^e  I  had  jjis  woke  ywonne  •  a  weye  of  essex 

chese.  93 

IT  I  haue  a  neighbore  iieyje  nie  •  I  haue  ennuyed  hyiu 

ofte, 
And  lowen  on  hym  to  lordes  •  to  don  hym  lese  liis 

siluer, 
And  made  his  frendes  ben  his  foon  •  thorw  my  false 

tonge  ;  96 

His  grace  and  his  good  happes  •  greueth  me  ful  sore. 
Bitwene  many  and  many  ■  I  make  debate  ofte, 
Jjat  bothe  lyf  and  lyme  •  is  lost  |)orvv  my  speche. 
And  whan  I  mete  him  in  market  •  fat  I  moste  hate,   100 

I  hailse  hym  hendeliehe  •  as  I  his  frende  were ; 
For  he  is  dou3tier  fan  I  •  I  dar  do  non  other. 

Ac  hadde  I  maystrye  and  my3te  '  god  wote  my  wille  ! 

II  And  M'luin  I  come  to  fe  kirke  •  and  sholde  knele  to 

fe  liode,  104 

And  i^reye  for  fe  pople  •  as  fe  prest  techeth, 
I  For  pilgrimes  and  for  palmers  •  for  alle  fe  people  after. 
)?anne  I  crye  on  my  knees  •  fat  cryste  3if  hem  sorwe 
j)i\i  bar[cn]  awey  my  bolle  •  and  my  broke  schete.   108 
^  Awey  fro  f e  auter  fanne  •  turne  I  myn  eyghen, 
And  biholde  how  Eleyne  •  hath  a  newe  cote ; 
I  wisshe  fanne  it  were  myne  •  and  al  fe  webbe  after, 
^f  And  of  mennes  lesynge  I  laughe  ■  fat  liketh  myn 

horte;  112 

And  for  her  wynnyngc  I  wcpe  •  and  waille  f  e  tyme, 


93.  moh'']  wouke  W  ;  wike  B. 

94.  nei/^e']  by  W ;  ny^  OB.  oi- 
viii/ed]  alloyed  W  ;  enuyed  CRO  ; 
eriiiyed  B. 

9(i.  made']  also  R. 

97.  grcucHi]  greuen  WOB ;  greucs 
C. 

HM).  hate]  hatye  R. 

Ktl.  /(«/7.w]  hiiile  B.     ///.s]  is  C. 

)o:{.  Ac]  And  0. 

104.  klrkt;]  chcrchc  R.  to  (2)]  to- 
for  O. 


100.  and  for]  and  B. 

108.  barcn^  so  in  OB;  beren  W; 
bare  RC ;  bar  L.     brolte]  broken  OB. 

109.  eyghen]  ey^es  R  ;  yen  O. 

1 1 0.  how]  W  om.  Eleyne]  heleyne 
R  ;  Elyne  C.     hath']  bas  C. 

111.  \>e]G  om.  webbe]  web  WRO ; 
weeb  B. 

112.  mennes]  hisR.  Ulteth]  werkes 
C  ;  akijj  B.  \>at — hote]  ^ai  niya 
lierte  ake}?  0. 

]];!.  And]  Ac  R.     her]  bis  R. 


PASS,  v.]  ENVY    LAMENTS    HIS    BITTER    FEELINGS.  63 

^  And  deme  bat  hij  don  ille  •  Jjere  I  do  wel  worse  ;        judge  m-doers, 

111       ^'"^  '^"  "'Oi'se 

Wlio-so  vndernynieth  me  here-of  •  I  hate  liym  dedly  myself, 
after. 
'   I  wolde  fat  vche  a  wyglit  •  were  my  knaue,  116 

For  wlio-so  liatli  more  jjan  I  •  f)at  augretli  me  sore. 
And  ])us  I  lyne  lonelees  •  lyke  a  lutlier  dogge,  so  live  i  loveless, 

--,,„,.  p  ,,  and  my  breast 

JThat  al  my  body  bolnetli  •  for  bitter  oi  my  galle.  swells  with 

"  _,-  -r  ,  ■  I  J.        1  OA    hittcrnoss,  which 

%  I  my3te  nou3te  eet  many  ^eres  •  as  a  man  ou3te,  1 JU  uotiiingcau 
For  enuye  and  yuel  wille  "  is  ynel  to  defye  ;  assuage. 

May  no  sngre  ne  swete  finge  •  asswage  my  Fwellynge, 
l«re  no  diapenidion  '  dryne  it  fro  myne  herte, 
Ne  noytber  sclirifte  ne  shame  •  but  ho-so  schrape  my 
mawe?"  124 

^  "  3vis,  redili,"  q?<od  repentaunce  "  and  radde  hym  to  Repentance  bids 

him  be  sorry. 

]je  beste, 
*'  Sorwe  of  synnes  •  is  sauaciou?z  of  soules." 
,  ^  "I  am  sori,"  cpod  Jiat  segge  •  "I  am  but  selde  other,  "i  am  never 

otherwise,"  said 

And   fat   maketh  me  fas  megre  •  lor   i  ne  may  me  he. 

venge.  128 

Amonges    Buxgejses     haue    I    be    •    dwellpige    At 

London??, 
And  gert  bakbitinge  be  a  brocoure  •  to  blame  mennes 

ware. 
Whan  he  solde  and  I  nou^te  •  banne  was  I  redy  t"i  iiave  often 

.       -  ^  ^    ^  ^       ^  •      "®^^  against  my 

To  lye  and  to  loure  on  my  neighbore  •  and  to  lakke  his  neigiibour;  but 

-,      rr,  ion    will  try  and  make 

Chanare.  loJ    amends." 

114.  \)at'\    men    J^at   E.     h'ij'\    \>qi     uou):erC.  Me]uoR.  sc/^ra^^p] sclmpc O. 
"WO;  buy  B.  125.    n^us]   ^is    WR ;    f^is    CB  ;    Ym 

115.  here-of'\  hero(  (j^ rutted  hero)  (corrected  to -^is)  0.     redlW]  rede  10. 
W.  and]  has  C ;  ha}j  B. 

116.  I]  And  I  0.     vche  al  cch  a         126.  sauacmoi]  saluacion  C. 
W;  Ilk  a  C.     my']  my  owne  O.  127.  \>at']  ]>e  B. 

118.  hither']  lyther  CR  ;  lij^er  B.  128.  ve?i(/e]  avenge  0. 

119.  &(7fi'?-]bytterhedB.     r/]  in  R,  129.  £urffei/ses]h\irge\sC;  hurgeys 

121.  defi/e]  diffye  CO  ;  diffie  B.  E. 

122.  suyre]  sucre  EB  ;  sugure  C.  130.  gert]   gart  W ;  grete   C;  gret 

123.  diaj)enidlon]  diapendioiut  CB.  B.     iakbitinije]  bagbytyng  R. 
Ne — diapeuldion]   For  no  diapendion  131.  redy]  a-redy  R. 

may  B.  ]  32.  lye]   lee  C.     to  laMe]  lakke 

124.  JVe]  V,om.  7ioijther]  neij3e?'W0B;     CB.     chaff  arc]  ware  R. 


G4 


WRATH    CONFESSES    HIS    MISDEEDS. 


[pass.  V. 


t  IV.  Ira.  Wrath 
comes,  with  two 
wliile  eyes. 


[Fol.  19.] 

t "  Once,"  said 
lie,  "I  was  a  friar, 
and  gardener  to 
tlie  convent. 


fThe  regular 
clergy  and  the 
friars  are  wroth 
with  one  another 


t  and  despise  one 
another. 


I    wil   amende    fis,   3 if  I    may  •  Jjorw  my^te   of  god 
almy^ty."  133 

IRA. 

^  'Novf  awaketh  wrattlie  •  witli  two  wLyte  eyen, 
And  n}Tiel;)Tige  Avith  pe  nose  •  and  his  nekke  hangynge. 
^  "  I  am  wrath,"  quod  he  '  "  I  was  sum  tyme  a  frere, 
And  Jje  couentes  Gardyiier  •  for  to  graflfe  ympes  ;     137 
On  limitoures  and  listres  •  lesynges  I  ymped, 
Tyl  J»ei  here  leues  of  low  speclie  •  lordes  to  plese, 
And   sithen  fei  blosmed  ohrode  •  in   Loure   to   here 

slniftes.  140 

And   now   is  fallen  fer-of  a  frute  •  fat  folke   lian  Avel 

leuere 
Schewen  her  schrjftes  to  hem  •  |)an  shryue  hem  to  her 

persones. 
^   And    now    persones    [han]  parceyued  •  fat  Freres 

parte  with  hem, 
J5ise  possessioneres  preclie  •  and  dejiraiie  freres,         144 
And  freres  fyndeth  hem  in  defaute  •  as  folkc  bereth 

witnes, 
That   Avhan    jjei   preche    fo    poeple    •    in   many   place 

aboute, 
I,  wrath,  walke   with    hem  •   and  wisse  hem  of  my 

bokes. 
j?us  pei  spoken  of  spz'reVualte  •  fat   eytlier  despisoth 

other,  148 


133.  KiT]  wolde  C.  {juw]  by  CB ; 
l)i  O.  my^te']  my  (!)  C.  \)0)'w—of'\ 
by  derc  B. 

135.  nyuelynge'\  neuelynge  W  ; 
sneuelyng  C ;  sneueling  B.  \>e]  his 
CB.     ha nf/i/ »(//■]  hyngyng  CB. 

137.  )?<;]  O  om.     couentes']  couent  R. 

138.  Z/.v/n'.v]  listers  C;  legistreris  0. 
140.     blosmed']     bleKiiied   {so    mis- 

ivrittrn)  C.  ohrode]  abrode  CO  ;  a- 
brood  W;   R  om. 

\\\.  frutr]  fruyt  WCKOB.  han] 
Ikiiu;  U.     ivel]  C  om. 

1 12.  shryue  hem]  shryiien  C. 


143.  persones  han]  L  omits  han; 
hut  we  find  persons  han  AV;  han  \>er- 
Bones  COB ;  liaue  p<^/'.sones  R.  The 
read'mg  in  W  alone  gives  the  right 
sense,    parceyued']  ap<';'ceyued  R. 

144.  depraue]  dempne  C. 

145.  freres]  R  om. 

146.  place]  places  WRO. 

147.  walke']  walkes  C.  hem]  Tlie 
first  time  R  has  hym,  hut  the  second 
time  hem. 

148.  of]  of  my  WR.  cythcr] 
uijjcr  C. 


PASS,  v.]  now    WUATH    WAS    COOK    IX    A    CONVENT.  65 

Til   fei   be   botlie    beggers    •    and   by   my  sp/r/Zualte 

libben, 
Or  elles  alle  righe  •  and  riden  aboute.  150 

I,  Avrath,  rest  neiierc  •  jjat  I  ne  mosto  folwe  1 1  keep  them 

6xcittid 

This  wykked  folke  •  for  suche  is  my  grace. 

^  I  haue  an  aunto  to  nonne  •  and  an  abbesse  bothe,        t  My  aunt  is  a 

Hir  were  leuere  swoAve    or    swelte  •  fan   [suffre]  any  abbess. 

peyne.  IT)  4 

I  haue  be  cook  in  liir  kichyne  •  and  J^e  couent  scrued      ti  was  cook  in 

•  T     1  1  -1  ^^''  kitchen. 

Many  monthes  "with  hem  •  and  with  monkes  bothe. 

I  was  jje  priouresses  potagere  •  and  other  ponre  ladyes, 

And  made  hem  ioutes  of  iangelynge  •  bat  dame  lohanne  tigot  up  nil 

kinds  of  scandal. 

was  a  bastard, 
And  dame  Clarice  a  kni^tes  dcu3ter  •  ae  a  kokewolde 

was  hire  syre, 
And  dame  Peronelle  a  prestes  file  •  Priouresse  worth 

she  neuere,  IGO 

For  she  had  childe  in  chiritynie  •  al  owre  chapitere  it 

wiste. 
IF  Of  wykked  wordes  I,  wrath  •  here  wortes  I-made,        tifci  them  with 

riTi  T  1  T  »      1  wicked  words. 

ill  '  fow  lixte    and  '  J)ow  lixte    •  lopen  oute  at  ones, 
jtiid  eyther  hitte  other  •  vnder  pe  cheke  ;  164 

Hadde  fei  had  knyues,  bi  cryst  •  her  eyther  had  killed 

other. 
IT  Seynt  Gregorie  Avas  a  gode  pope  •  and  had  a  godc  t  Gregory  ruled 

.  that  no  prioress 

for\Adt,  misht  hear  cou- 

Jjat  no  priouresse  were  prest  •  for  fat  he  ordeigned. 

149.  7)iy'\  E  om.  with  CB;  And  made  liem  iowtes  wij? 

150.  B  omits.     aZZe]  al  W.  O.     loliannc']   lohane  W;  lohan  G; 

151.  moste]  muste  OB;  mot  R.  ione  R. 

153.  ail,  aunte]  a  naunte  R.     and         159.  ac^  and  COB. 

an']  &  O.     hothc\'Rom.  ■  ICO.  PeraweWe]  Peruele  AV ;  peronel 

154.  n-erc^  hadde  W.     ]pan']   or  O.     RO.     slic'\  heo  R. 

\_snjfrc  WCKB]     L  has  the  nniisual  1  CI.  «/;<']  heo  R.     cJdrit)jmc']<ih\v\Q- 

sj)i'Uinff  soefire.  tymeWO.    cJiajjitere']  Chapitre  WOB. 

15G.  hotJiel  alse  R.  1C2.  I-made]  made  WCB. 

157.  ^;/7'rt«;Y'.W('.s]    Prioresse    WCO.  1G4.  eyihcr']  aither  C. 

potire]  pouere  WC;    pouer   E;  pore         1G5.  Hadde]  Ha   C.     lier  eytltcr] 
OB.  eij^er  COB. 

158.  And — of]  T  made  hir  wortes         1G7.  2J?rs^]  preest  WO. 


GG 


now    WRATU    WAS    PUNISHED    BY    MONKS. 


[pass.  V, 


1 1  rather  sliun 
monks : 


+  for  priors  and 
abbots  make  one 
do  penance  for 
talebearing. 


[Fol.  19  6.] 

t  But  when  I  can 
get  at  the  wine, 
my  tongue  runs 
fast  indeed." 


t "  Repent,"  said 
IJcpentance ; 


))ci  liiid  jjanne  "ben  infamis  Jje  firste  day  •  jjoi  can  so 

yuel  liele  conseiJle.  168 

%  Amonge   monkes  I   mi^te   be   •  ac   many   tyme   I 

shgnye ; 
For  jjere  ben  many  felle  frekis  •  my  feres  to  aspye, 
Tjotbe  Prioure  an  suppjv'onre  •  and  owre  ^^a^er  ahhas  ; 
And  if  I  telle  any  tales  •  fei  taken  bem  togyderes,    172 
And  do  me  faste  frydayes  •  to  bred  and  to  water, 
And  am  chalanged  in  fe  cbapitellious  •  as  I  a  cbilde 

were, 
And  baleised  on  J3e  bare  ers  •  and  no  breche  bitwene  ; 
For-J)i  baue  I  no  lykyng  •  witb  \o  leodes  to  wonye.  176 
I  cte  tbere  vntliende  iis^lie  ■  and  fieble  ale  drynke ; 
Ac  otber  wbile,  wban  wyn  cometb  •  wban  I  drynke 

■n^yn  at  eue, 
I  baue  a  fluxe  of  a  foiile  moutbe  •  wel  fyiie  dayes  after. 
Al   J)e   wikkednesse    Jiat    I    wote    •    bi   any   of    owre 

bretberen,  180 

I  coutb  it  in  o'wre  cloistre  •  fat  al  owre  couent  Avote  it," 
IT  "  Now  repent  jje,"  quod  ]Jej)entau?ice  •  "  and  reberce 

pow  neure 
ConseiUe   jjat   |)oav  cnowest   '   bi   contenau??ce   ne   bi 

ri3te;  183 

And  drynke  nou^te  oner  delicatly  '  ne  to  dope  noytlier, 
)5at  ])i  wille  bi  cause  fe/'-of  •  to  wratb  my3te  torne. 


108.  Jt'??]  be  CK.  ■in/amis']  so  in 
TX'RO,  and  in  ^V  {thovgh  2)rinted  in- 
fames);  lut  infames  in  B.  \>e — day'] 
Oom.  so — 7<eZe]  ille  hokle  CB.  hdv] 
holde  O. 

1G9.  ac]  and  CR.  shonyc]  shonve 
it  W. 

170.  feres']  fecris  "W;  fieres  C. 

171.  <7«]  and  WCROB. 
173.  do]  doon  W. 

171.  am]  ^ect  am  R.  chajjitclliovx] 
Chapitre  hous  WCB. 

175.  ers]  ars  C;  hers  {altered  to 
bale)  R.     and]  B  om. 

17(!.  O  omits.  J)o]  B  om.  leodes] 
l.-d.s  I! ;  lecdis  B. 


177.  rnthcnde]  vnbeende  O.  fehlc^ 
feble  WROB. 

178.  Ac]  And  C.  cometh]  come 
C.  n-han  (2)]  >annc  W ;  and  COB. 
wyn  (2)]  wel  R ;  it  COB. 

179.  I]  And  W. 

180.  mote]  woot  WO  ;  wot  B. 
ivethereyi]  bretber  C  ;  brej^ere  B. 

181.  couth]  ki|;e  B;  couj^e  {glossed 
&y  make  knowe)  O.  owre  (2)]  \:e.  COB; 
R  om.     wote]  woot  WCO  ;  wot  RB. 

183.  rl-^ter]  py^t  0;  speche  R. 

184.  novate]  natW;  nau^t  R ;  not 
OB.  noyther]  neifjer  WOB  ;  noytber 
R ;  now^'cr  C. 

185.  hi]  be  CROB. 


PASS,  v.] 


DESCRIPTION    OF    AVARICE. 


67 


Esto  sohrius,"  lie  seyde  •  and  assoilled  me  after, 
And   Lad   mo  wilne   to  wepe 
amende. 


186    f'-i"!! ''MPyour- 
..  -      ,  Belf  sober." 

my  Avikkednesse   to 


AUARICIA. 

IT   And   jjanne    cam   coueytise    •    can    I    liym    n'Tu3te 

descryuc,  188 

So  hungriliche  and  liohvc  •  sire  [lleruy]  liym  loked. 
He  was'  bitelbroAved  •  and  baberlipped  also, 
"With  two  blered  eyghen  •  as  a  bljTide  liagge  ; 
And  as  a  letheren  purs  •  lolled  his  chekes,  192 

"NVel  sydder  Jian  his  chyn  •  pei  chiueled  for  elde  ; 
And   as   a  bondman  of   his  bacoiui    •  his  berde   was 

bidraueled. 
With  an  hode  on  his  hcd  •  a  lousi  hatte  aboue, 
And  in  a  tauny  tabarde  •  of  twelue  wynter  age,        190 
Al  totorne  and  baudy  •  and  ful  of  lys  crepynge  ; 
But  if  jjat  a  lous  couthe  •  haue  lopen  jje  bettre, 
She  sholde  nou3te  haue  walked  on  pat  welche  •  so  was 

it  thredebare. 
IT  "  I  haue  ben  coueytouse,"  quod  Jjis  caityue  •  "  I  bi- 

knowe  it  here  ;  200 

For  some  tyme  I  serued  •  Symme  atte  Stile, 
And  was  his  prentis  ypli3te  •  his  profit  to  wayte. 
First  I  lerncd  to  lye  *  a  leef  other  tweyne, 
"Wikkedlich  to  weye  •  was  my  furst  lesson??.  204 


V.  AvAniCE. 


Then  camo 
Avarice, 


+  with  a  greasy 
beard  like  a 
bondman. 


and  a  threadbare 
and  torn  coat. 


"  I  acknowledge  1 
am  covetous,  for 
I  once  served  Sim 
at  the  Stile, 


where  I  learnt 
lying  and  false 
weights. 


186.  and]  and  so  he  R. 

188.  Aiiancia']  Descripcio  Avaritie 
R.  can  /]  I  can  RO.  nointc']  na^t 
W  ;  no^t  B  ;  not  0. 

189.  \_Uennj  WOB]  Henri  L;  henry 
CR. 

190.  hitclhvowed']  bytter  browid  B. 
also']  bo}je  CB. 

193.  sydder]  sidder  WC ;  siddere 
B.  chiueled']  ryucleden  {corrected  to 
chyueleden)  0  ;  cheuerid  B. 

195.  rt;t]  his  R. 

19G.  twelue]  twelf  WC. 

197.  totorne]  to  torn   (jjrinted  so 


torn)  "\V. 

198.  \:at:]  R  am.  haue]  hau  W. 
haue  lo2)en]  lepe  R. 

199.  have]  hnn^y.  on  \>at welche] 
on  ]>ai  welj^e  W ;  on  {^at  welscli  R ; 
there  CB;  \}ero\\  0.  In  R  the  line 
leg  ins,  He  ne  schulde  nonjt  wallce  on 
);at  welsch. 

200.  coueytouse']  couettise  C.  I — 
here']  y  knew  bit  neuere  B. 

201.  atte]  at  \>q  RO. 

202.  projit]  p?-ophetc  (!)  C. 

203.  leejf]  so  in  LWCROB.  other] 
ovi\!er  WC. 


08 


HOW  AVARICE  LEARNT  TO  CHEAT. 


[pass.  V. 


I  went  to  To  VTy  and  to  Wyiichestre  •  I  "went  to  pe  faire, 

Winclicstcr  and  "  ,  -« r    ■    ■ 

wcjhiu fair, ana    With  many  manere  marchandise  •  as  my  JNiaistre  me 


hi3te ; 


206 


59 

Then  I  went  to 
tlie  diapers,  and 
learnt  from  them 
false  measure. 


sold  my  wares  by  Xc  liad  pe  grace  of  gyle  •  ygo  amonge  my  ware, 

cheating.  . 

it  had  be  vnsolde  ]?is  seuene  jere  •  so  me  god  helpe  ! 
IT  Thanne  drowe  I  me  amonges  draperes  •  my  donet  to 
lenie,  209 

To  drawe  J)e  lyser  alongc  •  pe  lenger  it  semed  ; 
Amonge  pe  riche  rayes  •  I  rendred  a  lesson??, 
There  I  learnt  to    To  bioche  hem  With  a  [pak-]nedle  •  and  plaited  hem 

fasten  pieces  of 

stuff  together,  togyderes,  212 

and  press  them 
out  till  they 
seemed  longer. 

My  wife  made 
wouUen  cl<):h, 

and  paid  for  it  i)y  She  spak  to  sjijTinesteres  •  to  spynneu  it  oute. 

false  weight.  .  ,  -    ,  .       , 

Ac  ])e  pouude  |)at  she  payed  by  •  poised  a  qiiavieromi 

more. 
Than  myne  owne  auncere  •  who-so  wey3ed  treuthe. 
IF  I  bou3te  hir  barly  malte  •  she  brewe  it  to  selle, 
Peny  ale  and  podyng  ale  •  she  poured  togideres        220 
For  laboreres  and  for  low  folke;  •  fat  lay  by  hym- 

selue. 
IT  The  best  ale  lay  in  my  boure  •  or  in  my  bedchanibre, 
And  who-so  bu??imed  fer-of  •  bou^te  it  Jjer-after, 


And  put  hem  in  a  presse  •  and  pyn[n]ed  hem  jjerinne, 
Tyl  ten  3erdes  or  twelue  •  [liadde]  tolled  out  threttene. 
H  ]\Iy  wyf  w\as  a  webbe  •  and  wollen  cloth  made  ; 

21G 


[Fol.  20.] 

She  brewed 
barley,  and 
made  mixed 
drinks  for  poor 
people. 


20G.  niarchandlsc]  merchandises 
COR. 

207.  ZiarZ]  hadde  WROB.  ijgo']  ffo 
C  ;  goo  P).  amonge']  amonges  W, 
narc']  chafiarc  WCOB. 

208.  he']  so  in  Lll ;  ben  WCB ; 
been  0. 

209.  amonges]  among  "WCOB. 

210.  hjser]  User  WCB;  lesere  0. 

211.  rages']  rayeres  R. 

212.  [pak-ncdlc  WCO]  packenedle 
V, ;  bat-uedlc  L  ;  batncdel  R.  Sec 
Text  A.  j}la  Itcd]  plavte  W ;  plyghted 
C  ;  plytyd  B. 

2i;{.   pgnncd]    so    in    CB  ;    pyncd 
Lll ;  pyimnile  0  ;  pyne  W. 
211.  Ihaddc  WOCB]  LR  om. 


21G.  She]  Heo  R.  sjfgnncsteres] 
a  spinnester  R. 

217.  Ae]  And  C.  \>at]Oom.  2>oised] 
peisedWK;  weyed  CO.  qvartcroicn^ 
quartronAV;  quatc?'oncC;  quartroiui 
O ;  quarter  R.  B  has,  Ac  for  {?e  jiound 
she  paied  •  al-Jjoin  hit  weyed  a  qw^r- 
trou;i  more. 

218.  avnccre']  aunser  COB. 

219.  inalto]  R  om. 

220.  2^odgng]  puddyngWCR;  pud- 
yng  0.     she]  heo  R. 

221.  /(»•]  COB  om. 

222.  ale]  of  alio  R.  mg  hed- 
chambrc]  beilde  chambre  C. 

-'!?>.  B  omits.  honiie]  he  boujt 
CRO. 


PASS,  v.]  HOW   AVARICE    MADE    RESTITUTION.  69 

A  galou/?  for  a  grote  •  god  wote,  [no]  lessn  ;  224  ana  sold  aie 

at  a  groat  a 

And  3it  it  cam  in  cupmel  •  fis  craftc  my  wyi  vsed.  gallon. 

Rose  j)G  regratere  •  was  liii-  rijte  name  ;  Her  name  is 

Rose  the  regrater. 

She  liatli  lioldcn  nokkerye  •  al  hire  lyf  tynie. 

IT  Ac  I  swere  now,  so  the  ik  •  bat  synne  wil  I  lete,  228  Rut  now  i  repent 

and  will  make 

And   nenere  wikkedliche   weye    •    ne   wikke    chaffare  CO 

restitution." 

vse, 
Eut  Avenden  to  Walsyngham  •  and  my  wyf  als, 
And  "bidde  ]je  Eode  of  bromeholme  •  brynge  me  oute  of 

dette." 
IT  "  Iiepente[de]stow  fe  eiiere,"  qjwd  repentance  •  "  ne  +  "Have you 

never  made 

restitucioura  madest  ? "  232  restitution?" 

.  T  IT  in  11  ^/-ji  s^i'i  Repentance. 

tI  "  )us,  ones  1  was  nerberwed,     quod  lie  •    '  with  an 

hep  of  chapmen, 
I  roos  whan  bei  were  arest  •  and  yrifled  here  males."        t"Yes;  lonce 

rifled  some 

IF  "  That  was  no  restituciou»,"  quod  repentance  •  "but  pedlars'  packs; 

a  robberes  thefte, 
]3ow  haddest  [be]  better  Avorthy  •  be  hanged  ferfore 
]?an  for  al  pat  •  fat  fow  hast  here  sheAved."  237 

IT  "Iwende  rjflynge  A\'ere  restituciou?;,"  q?<od  he  •  "for  +  fori  thought 

restitution  meant 

I  lerned  neuere  rede  on  boke,  rifling,  as  i  don't 

»iT  n  1       •      n  •  ^        1  r>  pi  i      know  French." 

And  1  can  no  irenche  in  leith  •  but  oi  \)G  ferthest  ende 

of  novfolke." 
^  "VsedestoAv  euere  vsurie,"  q?wd  repentau«ce  •  "in  t"  Did  you  ever 

.  ,     „  .. lend  on  usurj- ? " 

aUeJjilyfJymer'  240 

224.  Inol  so  iraWCROB ;  L  has  na.  233.  yis}  ^is  WCOB.  lierhern-ed']  y- 

225.  ?Y]  Com.  c«^;/H6'Z]  cuppemele  herberwedW;  berberdC;  sobrid(!)B. 
WB  ;  coppemele  E ;  copmele  C.  vsed'\  234.  roos]  aros  B.  arest']  at  reste 
vseth  R.  B.     yr(^f^ZJ  rifledeWCOB;  IrifledR. 

226.  was]  is  R.  23G.   [he  C]  LR  am.;  be  J-e  W;  been 

227.  Jwkkenje]      hukkerj-e     W  ;     0  ;  ben  B.     he]  to  be  O. 

hukrie  0.  237.  C  has,  tbanne  for  al  {'at  thow 

228.  Ac]  And  C.  so]  also  B.  f?ie  haste  •  here  now  ysbewed ;  OB  tJte 
iJt^  thee  ik  W;  theichR;  thelii  C;  same,  hut  O  has  schevfid  for  yshewed. 
};eik  B.                   ^  LWR  affree. 

231.  iroineholme]  Brombolm  238.  for]  COB  ovi.  lerned^  lerid 
WCOB.     ofdcfte]dQiieQ.  B.     rede']  GO'R  am. 

232.  RepeiUedestow]  Repentedes-  239.  ]>e  ferthest]  ferrest  C.  iior- 
tow  W ;    Repentedest    J^ow    R  ;    Re-    folhe]  Northfolk  WO. 

pentestow  LC  ;  Repentist  jjow  OB.  ]>e^  240.    Vsedestoiv']    Vsedist  )-ow  OB. 

SXG^O  om.;  "B  retains.    wejorWCO.     euere]  0  om. 


HOW    AVARICE    SKINXED    TUE    POOR. 


[pass.  V. 


t  "Only  in  my 
yoiitli,  wlieu  I 
learnt  to  clip  coin. 


+  I  liave  lent  to 
lords,  and  dealt 
with  exchanges. 


ll'ol.  20  6] 


1 1  have  made 
kiUKlits  mercers 
and  drapers. 


1 1  pity  the  poor 
as  mucli  as  a 
pedlar  docs  cats. 


IT  "  ISTay,  sotbly,"  he  scyde  •  "  sane  in  my  joiithe. 
I  lerned  amonge  lumLardes  •  and  iewes  a  lesson//, 
To  wey  pens  Avith  a  pcys  •  and  pare  Jie  lieuyest, 
And  lene  it  for  lone  of  }je  crosse  •  to  legge  a  wedde  and 
leseit;  244 

Suclie  dedes  I  did  Avryte  *  3if  he  his  day  hreke. 

I  haue  mo  maneres  jjorw  rerages  •  ])an  forw  miserehir 

S)'  comodat. 
*[[  I  haue  lent  lordes  ■  and  ladj^es  my  chaffare, 
And  ben  her  brocour  after  •  and  bou3te  it  my-self.   248 
Eschaunges  and  cheucsances   •  with  suche  chaffare  I 

dele, 
And  lene  folke  pat  lese  wol  •  a  lyppc  at  eue?'y  noble. 
And  with  luml)ardes  lettYez  '  I  ladde  golde  to  Eome, 
And  toke  it  by  taille  here  •  and  toldc  hem  pere  lasse." 
"  Len[t]estow  euere  lordes  •  for  loue  of  her  maynten- 

aunce?"  253 

IT  "  3e,  I  haue  lent  lordes  •  loued  me  neuere  after, 
And  haue  ymade  many  a  kny3to  •  bothe  mcrcere  & 

drapere, 
])at  payed  neuere  for  his  prentishode  •  nou3te  a  peire 

gloues."  256 

IT  "  Hastow  pito  on  pore  men  •  J>at  mote  nedes  borwe  ? " 

II  "  I  haue  as  moche  pite  of  pore  men  •  as  pedlere  hath 

of  cattes, 
]?at  wolde  kille  Item,   yf  he   cacche  licm  my3te  •  for 
coueitise  of  here  skynnes." 

Leiit- 


211.  '}^nuflic~\  ^o\v^]>e  B. 

2\'2,  and — lessoun']  a  Icssoiiw,  and 
of  iewcs  11. 

243.  pens]  pans  R.    2"'y'^~\  P^J^  ^• 

21',.  hi'cki-^  broke  EB  ;  l.rook'O. 

240.  mancrcs]  manoirs  W.  conio- 
tlat]  no  in.  LCBOB ;  abo  comodat  in 
W  {fhotifjh  printed  commodat). 

247.  irnt]  Ileutc  R. 

24H.  hon-s/e]  broujt  (!)  R. 

240.  rhnjTnrr']  clialTarcs  R. 

2.-,2.  taiU<r\  tale  W.     hem]  O  om. 

253.  Lcntcitow   W]    Lcncstow  L ; 


Lencdcst  ]>o\\  R  ;  Lcudostow  C 
ist  \:ow  OB. 

254.  lor(lcfr\  to  lordes  W.  loued^ 
J^at  loueden  O  ;  lonede  );ei  B. 

255.  y??;fl^Z(;]  maad  C  ;  madcB,  m] 
CR  om. 

256.  /a's]  hir  CB.  peiiu^  paireofC. 

257.  Jlaston^  Hast  \>ow  O. 

258.  as  moche']  as  mikilc  C :  also 
muche  B.  of — men]  of  hem  CB  ;  on 
hem  0.     pcdlere]  );e  pedlers  R. 

250.  ]//]  and  R.  cacche  hem'] 
COB  om.    for— of]  furto  haue  CB. 


PASS,   v.]  REPENTANCE    BIDS    AVARICE    REPENT.  71 

IF  "  Artow  manlyclie  amonge  J)i  nei3bores  •  of  pi  mete 

and  drynke  1 "  260 

IT  "  I  am  liolden,"  quod  lie,  "  as  hcnde  ■  as  lioimde  is  in  ti  am  as  hos- 
pitable as  a  cur 
kycliyne,  in  a  kitchen." 

Amonges  my  neighbores,  namclich  •  such  a  name  icli 

haue." 
II  "NoAV  god  leue  neure,"  quod  repentance  •  "but  fow  t" God  grant 

that  your  issue 
repent  ]>&  ratner,  may  have  no  joy 

j)e  grace  on  jjis  grounde  •  j^i  good  Avel  to  liisctte,       264  winnings. 
JS^e  fine  ysue  after  Jje  •  haue  ioye  of  jjat  fow  wynnest, 
ISTe  ])i  excecutours  wcl  bisett  •  J?e  siluer  Jjat  Ipow  hem 

leuest ; 
And  ])at  Avas  wonnc  with  wronge  •  with  wikked.  men 

be  despendcd. 
For  were   I  frere  of  bat  hous  •  fcere  gode  faitli  and  t  Were  i  a  fri.ir,  i 

would  not  touch  a 
charite  is,  268    penny  of  yours. 

I  nokle  cope  vs  with  f  i  catel  •  ne  owre  kyrke  amende, 

ilSTe  haue  a  peny  to  my  pitaunce  ■  of  fyne,  bi  my  soule 
hele, 
For  fe  best  boke  in  o-wtc  hous  •  f)ei3e  brent  gokle  were 

J)e  leues, 
And  I  wyst  Avytterly  •  Jjoav  were  suche  as  fow  [tellest,] 
I   [Or  elles  fat  I  koufe  knowe  it  •  by  any  kynnes  wise.] 
Seruus  es  alterius  •  cum  fercula  2;)inguta  qiierls,         274 
Pane  tuo  pocius  •  vescere,  liher  eris. 
IT  ThoAV  art  an  vnkyndo  creature  '  I  can  f  e  no;i3tc  as-  1 1  cannot  absolve 

„^.^    you  till  you  make 
SOliie,  ^/D    restitution. 

260.    Artom']   Art    \iovr  ROB.      yi  saue  W.     Itelc^  CB  om. 
mete  and']  met  a?id  of  CB.  271.  breiif]  brend  KB. 

2G1.    COB  2J^aee  as  hende   h-fore        272.   [tellest  WCEOB]   telleth  L; 

quod  he.     i.t  i«]  in  his  R.  Int  the  line  is  marked  for  correction. 

263.  iVt)?!']  0  om.     leiie']    leue  pee        273.  LWRO  ornit  this  line,  but  it 

orlenepeeW.     neiire']  CB  om..  is  found  in  CBCz,  and  in  Crowley's 

265.  ysue]  vssue  R ;  heires  YVCB  ;  text,  which  has  kindes  vfyt  for  kynnes 

eyres  0.  wise.     I  quote  it  from  C. 

26G.  ?ceZ]  COB  om.     pe]  >i  0.  274.  cum]  dum  W. 

267.  be]  B  om.  21  o.  2}oclus]  pocius  {2)rlntod  potius) 

269.  nolde]  wolde  nou^t  R.    hjrhe]  W. 

cherche  R.  276.  \-e  iiou^te]  noujt  pe  CB. 

270,  of — hcl(f\    so  god  my   soule 


72  HE  BIDS  nni  pray  for  jiercy,  [pass.  v. 

Til  pow  make  r^stituciou«  •  and  rekue  with  liem  alle, 

And  sithen  j?at  resouw  rolle  it  •  in  J^e  regystre  of  lieuene, 

That  JJOAT  hast  made  vche  man  good  •  I  may  pe  nou3te 

assoille ;  279 

Non  dimittitur 2}eccaf:um  •  donee  rcstHuatur  ahla- 

tum,  ^c. 

t  All  who  touch     ^  For  alle  fat  [haue]  of  J)i  good  '  hauc  god  my  trouthe  ! 

yuiir  money  must  -1111  t-ii 

make  restitution    [Bcn]  lioldcn  at  \iQ  lieiglio  domc  '  to  hclpc  fe  to  restitue. 
'    '^    "'  '      And  Avho  so   leuetli  nou3te  fis  be  soth  ■  loke  in  pa 
sauter  glose,  282 

t  Ps.  li.  G.  In  miserere  mel  deus  *  where  I  mene  trouthe, 

Ecce  enim  veritatcm  dilvxistl,  ^-c. 
IT  Shal  neuere  workman  in  f»is  worlde  •  fryue  wyth  fat 
J)Ow  wynnost ;  284 

tPs.  xviii.  2fi.       Cum  saneto  sanctus  erls  '  construe  me  fat  on  enghsche." 
(xvii.  20.  \  uig.)     ^  Thanne  wex  fat  slirewe  in  wanhope  •  and  walde  haue 
hanged  hi/w-self, 
iFoi.  21.]        'No  hadde  repentaunce  f  e  rather  •  reconfortod  hym  in 
f  is  mancro, 
t  KepeiiLinee  bids  "  Haue   mcrcyc   iu    fi    mynde   •  and   Avith    fi   mouth 

him  pray  fur 

mercy.  bisccho  it,  288 

For  goddes  mercye  is  more  •  fan  alle  hise  other  werkes  ; 
tPs.  cxiiv.  0  Mlsericordia  eh/s  sniper  omnia  o^iera  eiiis,  tj-c. 

(Vul^te"*, 

H  And  al  fe  wikkednesse  in  fis  worlde  •  fat  man 

my3te  worche  or  thynke, 
Isc  is  no  more  to  f  c  mercye  of  god  •  fan  in  f  e  see  a  glede  ; 

277.  R   inserts    qiioA    repentance     plowmaw. 

after  rcstitucioun.  28t.  Sltal^  For  sclial  E. 

278.  W]  l^e  C  ;  B  om.  285.    construe — oiglisclic^     C    oin. 

279.  assoille~\  saue  E.     (loncc'\  nisi     vie  \!at']  me  jjIs  W;  \>q\i  me  [jat  B. 

R.     aJZrt<«wt]  obhitum  WCB.  286.  jja^]  jjcR.    li'm-self'\  \\ym^^\ 

280.  [/i«i<e  C]  hauen  B  ;  ban  WO ;  287,  rcconfortcd']  confortcd  11. 
hath  lAi.  Injm']  CB  om. 

281.  [2?t'?iWC0B]  Is  LR.  holdcn']  289.  1.011  preserve,  WCB  omit,  the 
haldynge  R.     to  (2)]  R  om.  Latin  qnotation.     cius']  doinim  R. 

282.  nnu-^fe  )>is  Jc]  this  he  nou^t  290.  \>e'\  O  om.  in'\  of  0.  Y'ls'] 
CB,     jjc]  a  R.  C  om.     ivorcJic']  do  COB. 

2S3.  After &c.foIlon-s,inT.onJ!/,f7te  291.  ^"e  u-]  Nis  WCOB.  Iqvasi 
curioux  line,  Ycve  i.s  no  laboreir  woldc  WCORB]  L  om.  sbitUla']  so  in  W 
k'ue  with  hew  •  fi^-t  knowcth  percs  }e     {tltotKjh  printed  scintilbi). 


PASS,  v.]  AND    HAND    OVER    HIS    GAINS    TO    THE    BISHOP.  73 

Omnis  iniquitas  quantum  ad  misericordiam  dei, 
est  \_qi(asi]  stntilla  in  medio  marls. 
IF  For-fi  haue  mercy  in  pi  mynde  •  and  marchandise,  t "  «ive  up  your 

1  .  nrse\    trailinj;,"  said 

leUC  it,  292    Kepcntanco. 

For  jjow  hast  no  good  grounde  •  to  gete  fo  with  a 

wastel, 
But  if  it  were  Avith  thi  tonge  •  or  ellis  with  fi  two 

hondes. 
For  |)e  good  pat  Jiow  hast  geten  •  bigan  al  with  false-  t  That  which  you 

1      1  won,  vou  won 

And  as  longe  as  J30w  lyuest  per-with   •   pow  ^eldest 
nou^te,  but  borwest.  296 

%  And  if  pow  Avite  neuere  to  whiche  •  ne  whom  to  tifyouicuownot 

, .,  wliom  to  repay, 

reSLltUe,  gi^.^  y^^^  „„,ney 

Bere  it  to  pe  bisschop  •  and  bidde  hym  of  his  grace,        '°  ""'  *"'"'"'"■ 

Bisette  it  hym-selue  •  as  best  is  for  pi  soule. 

For  he  shal  answere  for  pe  •  at  pe  heygh  dome,         300 

For  pe  and  for  many  mo  •  pat  man  shal  3if  a  reken-  +  He  shau  ans.ver 

for  you. 

ynge. 
"Wliat  he  lerned  30W  in  lente  •  leue  pow  none  other, 
And  what  he  lent  30W  of  owre  lordes  good  •  to  lette 

30W  fro  synne." 

GULA.  VI.  Gldtiony. 

^  l^ow  bigynneth  glotou?i  •  for  to  go  to  schrifte,       304  Glutton  goes  to 

.,,.  ,  ii-1  11-  ,  1  churcli  to  cocfess. 

And  kaires  hym  to-kirke-ward  •  his  coupe  to  schewe.       but  on  the  way 
IF  Ac  Beton  pe  brewestere  •  bad  hym  good  morwe,  br'ewsterhaiis 

And  axed  of  hym  with  pat  •  whiderward  he  wolde.  '^""" 

IF  "To  holi  cherche,"  quod  he  •  "foito  here  masse,  308 

295.  hlgan]  hit  began  B.  304.  GULA]  LWCOC2. 

297.    ivlte']    wost    COB.      o'cstltue']  305.    Itaircs]    kariejj   WB.     Jdrlic^ 

restitute  R ;  make  restituciou/i  B,  cherche  R.     covpe]  culpa  B. 

301.  for]  COB  om.  306.  Ac\  And  W  ;  An  C. 

303.  Corruptly  made  into  two  lines  307.  axed']  asked  WR.     of]  at  W. 

in  COB,  hym]    B   am;      ivMdenvard]    whider 

And  what  he  lente  yow  of   his  B, 

goode  •  to  wite  yow  fro  synne,  308.    clicrcTie]  kirke  0.    forto]  to 

For  he  sholde  helpe  yow  •  of  oure  CB. 
lordes  goode  C, 


74 


GLUTTON    THINKS    OF    REPENTING. 


[pass.  V, 


And  sithen  I  wil  be  sliryuen  •  and  synne  namore." 

IF  "I  hime  gode  ale,  gossib,"   quod  she  •  "glotown, 

■wdltow  assaye  1 " 
"Ilastow  au3te  in  J)i  purs  •  any  bote  spices?" 
IT  "  I  baue  peper  and  piones,"  quod  [s]he   •  "  and  a 

poimde  of  garlike,  312 

A  fertbyngworth  of  feu  el-seed  •  for  fastyngdayes." 
IF  )5anne  goth  glotoun  in  •  and  grete  otbes  after ; 
Cesse  fe  souteresse  •  sat  on  Jie  bencbe, 
"Watte  Jje  warner  •  and  bis  wyf  botbe, 
Tyiume  Jie  tynkere  •  and  tAveyne  of  bis  prentis, 
Hikke  pe  bakeneyman  •  and  bngbe  fe  nedeler, 
Hu-h  tiie  needle-   Qij^ricc  of  cokkeslanc  '  and  be  clerke  of  be  cberclie, 

seller,  Clarice  of  i  i  ' 

Dawe  jje  dykere  •  and  a  dozeine  otber ; 

Sire  Piers  of  Pridie  •  and  Peronelle  of  Flaundres, 

A  ribibour,  a  ratoncre  •  a  rakyer  of  cliepe, 

A  ropere,  a  redyngkyng  •  and  Pose  Jie  dissberes, 

Godfrey  of  gaiiekebitbe  •  and  gryfin  jje  walsbe,         324 

And  vpbolderes  an  bepe  •  erly  bi  pG  morwe 

Geuen  glotou?z  witb  glad  cbere  •  good  ale  to  bansel. 

IF  Clement  ]>&  cobelere  •  cast  of  bis  cloke. 

And  atte  new  faire  •  lie  nempned  it  to  selle  ; 

Ilikke  Jje  bakeneyman  •  bitte  bis  bood  after, 

And  badde  bettc  jje  bocbere  •  ben  on  bis  side. 

Jjere  were  cliapmen  y-cliose  •  fis  cbafTare  to  preise  ; 


She  offers  him 
ale;  he  asks  if  it 
is  spiced ;  she 
says,  yes. 


Glutton  goes  in. 

There  were  Cia 

the  shoemaker's 

wife,  Wat  the 

warreiier, 

Tim  the  linker, 

Gl 

Hick  the  ostler, 


Cock  lane,  the 
clerk  of  the 

[Fol.  21  b.] 
cliureh. 
Sir  Piers  of 
Pridie,  Pcrnel  of 
Flanders,  a 
ribibe-player,  a 
ratcatcher,  and 
many  others, 
who  all  welcomed 
Glutton. 

Clement  the 
cobbler  offers  to 
barter  his  cloak, 
and  Hick  the 
ostler  his  hood. 


316 


320 


328 


310.  wlltow']  woltow  W  ;  wilt  j^fu 
OB. 

311.  2>fi'>'s^  piirs,  quod  he  \V. 

312.  2>ioneii^  piomis  C  ;  pioyne  R  ; 
preynes  B.  she']  so  in  W  ;  sche  OR  ; 
LeLCB;  seel.  310. 

313.  A]  And  a  W. 

315.  souteresse'}  sowestore  B. 

31G.  71-0 rner]  waryncr  R. 

317.  'fi/iiimc']  SynimeCRB.  ^;?rKi{?.s'] 
prf-ntices  WCO ;  p?rntys  R  ;  prcntij 
B. 

31ft.  hufjJir']  liowe  R  ;  lino  0. 

319.  cokh-slnnc']  cockislauc  B.  j:c 
chrhi;']  clorc  C. 

320,  321.  U  transjwscs  tJicse  lines. 


321.  Sire']  And  sire  R.  Pridie] 
Tride  C.     Peronelle]  rernelc  W. 

322.  rah/rr]  Raker  COB. 

323.  vedynghjng]  Rydyugkyng  C. 
disiheres]  disshere  B  ;  dyssheres 
dou3ter  R. 

321.  garlcJtehithc]  garlek-hethc  R. 
i7'7/A»]  grifyth  R. 

325.  erly]  herly  R. 

32G.  Gcucn]  Gyuen  C.  glad']  good 
COB. 

32^^.  attc]  at  ^^e  WCOB  ;  to  ^e  R, 
lie^  R  om. 

330.  hen]  to  ben  R. 

331.  were]  R.  om.  y-chose]  chosen 
CB. 


PASS,  v.]  SCENE    IX    A    rUBLIC-HOUSE.  75 

AVho-so   liaueth   fe   hood   •   shiild    liaue   amenJes   of 
Jje  clolco.  332 

U  Two  risen  vp  in  rape  •  and  rouned  togideres,  Then  aii  rose 

.  ,  .   1  •  1  1  togetlier,  and 

And  preised  Jjcse  penywortlics  •  apart  bi  Jiem-selue  ;         cimfferea,  ana 
pei  couth  nou3te  bi  her  conscience  •  acorden  in  treuthe,     *^" 
Tyl  Robyn  be  ropere  *  arose  bi  be  southe,  336  RoWn  the 

roper  is  made 

And  nempned  hym  for  a  noumpere  •  bat  no  debate  nere,  63 

•"^  "^  ^  '  umpire, 

[For  to  trye  fiis  chaffare  •  bitwixen  hem  fre.] 

IT  Hikke  be  hostellere  •  hadde  fe  cloke,  who  deciat.1  that 

Hick  should  liavo 

In  couenaunte  J)at  Clement  •  shidde  pe  cuppe  fiUe,  340  tiie  cioav,  and 
And  ]mne  Hikkes  hode  hostellere  '    and  holdc  hym  the  hood  a'ud  mi 

1  the  cup. 

yserued  ; 
And  Avho-so  repented  rathest  •  shidde  arise  after, 
And  grete  sire  glotou?i  •  "with  a  galou?z  ale. 
IT  jpere  was  laughyng  and  loiiryng  •  and  "let  go  fe  Then  came  much 

laughing  and 
cuppe,  344   drinking,  till 

And  seten  so  til.euensonge  •  and  songen  vmwhile,  suaiiowed more 

Tyl  glotou?*  had  y-globbed  •  a  galou?i  an  a  lillc. 

His  guttis  gunne  to  [gothely]  •  as  two  gredy  sowes  ; 

He  pissed  a  potel  •  in  a  pater-no.s^er  Avliile,  348  than  he  could 

,..,  ,  well  hold. 

And  blew  his  rounde  ruwet  •  at  his  rigge-bon  ende, 
That  alle  fat  herde  fat  home  •  held  her  nose  after, 
And  wissheden  it  had  be  wexed  •  with  a  Avispe  of  firses. 

332.  V/Iw-Sfl']     That    wlioso    W.     while  E;  ol^^;- while  O. 

Tuineth']  haue  CB ;  hadde  WO.    shuW]  3-iG.     y-glohhcd']     y-glubbed     W  ; 

shul  CR.     haue}  han  W.  gluLbed    0  ;    globed   C  ;    swelvvid   B. 

333.  Two']  \>o  R.     V2)']  R  oni.  aii]     and      WCROB.        lillc:]     giUe 
33i.  \>ese]  \>e  R.  TVUROB. 

336.  h>'\  R  om  (!).  347.    gnnne]    gonne   R  ;    bigonuo 

337.  rio«?«7;ere]  nounpere  W  ;  noun-     WC  ;   bigune  O.     [goflielij  C]  gurle, 
pier  C.     ncr(i\  were  R.  corrected  to  gotheli  0  ;   gof^elen  W  ; 

o38.  From  O  ;  also  in  C'BC2  ;  LAVR  groulj'  B  ;  godly  LR  ;  but  in  L,  the 

omit.     Cvowley  has  the  line,  hut  jiuts  line  is  marked  for  correction.    Crowley 

there /o/*  ]>ve.  ^;HMfs  gothlen.     gredy']  guedy  R. 

341.  yserued']  serued  CB.  348.  j^otci:]  potel  and  more  B. 

M2.who.so]\fho]>aiGOQ.rathest']  349.    AjuI^]   He  R.      ruwct]  rowet 

rather  COB.  R  ;    rewet    C  ;    met   B.      rigge-bon] 

343.  sire]  wele  C  ;  wel  B  ;  wel  sire  rigges  bou?i  C ;  ruggebonesW;  rigges- 

O.  bones  R  ;  rigge-bonys  O  ;  riegbones  B. 

345.  seten  so]  sitten  so  R  ;  so  setyn  350.  \)at  herde]  Uom.  nose]  noseaW. 

fey  C  ;  so  jjei  seten  B  ;  so  seten  O.  351.  7fcx'ed]   waxed  COB.     wisjie] 

songen]  syngen   E.      'vmwhile]  Yiab-  wips  R. 


7G 


GLUTTON    DRINKS    TILL    HE    IS    DRUNK. 


[pass.  V. 


He  could  scarce 
stand,  and  walked 
all  ways,  like  a 
glceman's  bitch, 

G3 

or  a  man  setting 

bird-catchinjj 

lines. 


lie  stumbled  at 
the  threshold, 
when  Clement 
caught  him  and 
carried  him. 


[Fol.  2:.] 

for  which  Ber>'ico 
he  was  ill  repaid. 


His  wife  put  him 
to  bed,  and  he 
slept  all  Saturday 
and  Sunday. 


Then  he  woke 
up,  rubbed  his 
eyes,  and  asked 
where  the  cup 
was. 


^  He  niyjte  neither  steppe  no  stonde  •  er  he  his  staffo 

hadde ;  352 

And  ])anne  gan  he  go  •  liche  a  glewmannes  "bicchc, 
Somme  tj-me  aside  •  and  so??mie  tyme  arrere, 
As  Avho-so  leyth  lynes  •  forto  lacche  foules. 
IT  And  whan  ho  drowgh  to  ]je  dore  •  fanne  dynuned 

his  eighen,  356 

He  [stumhled]  on  fie  thresshcwolde  •  an  threwe  to  pe 

erthe. 
Clement  pe  cobelere  •  caii3te  hym  hi  pQ  inyddel, 
For   to   hfte    hym   alofto    •    and   leyde   him    on    his 

knowes ; 
Ac  glotou??  was  a  gret  cherle  •  and  a  grym  in  |g  lift- 

ynge,  360 

And  coughed  vp  a  caudcl  •  in  dementis  hvppe  ; 
Is  non  so  hungri  hounde  •  in  Hertford  schire 
Durst  lape  of  f>e  leuyngcs  •  so  vnlouely  fei  smaujto. 
^  With  al  fe  wo  of    jjis  worlde  •  his  Avyf    and   his 

Avenche  361 

Earcn  liym  home  to  his  hedde  •  and  l)ron3tc  liym  ])cr- 

inne. 
And  after  al  ]?is  excesse  *  he  had  an  accidie, 
))at  he  slepe  saterday  and  sonday  •  til  sonnc  3ede  to 

reste. 
}3anno    Avaked  he  of    his    wynkyng  •  and    Aviped   his 

eyghen ;  368 

])e  fyrsto  AA-ordc  fat  ho    Avarpc  •  AA'as,   "  Avhere    is    fo 

holler' 


352.  «c]  no  C. 

353.  go"]  to  goo  B.  glcKnianncs] 
gleraanncs  W ;  ghvemanues  (.tic)  R. 

35i.  arrere']  arere  WCRB  ;  a  rere  0. 

355.  I  I/Ties']  lymjerdis  B.  lacche'] 
kacche  B. 

356.  And]  Ac  R.    eigJien]  ey^es  R. 

357.  [gfuiiMcd  WCO]  stomlid  B  ; 
trembled  L  ;  trcmlcd  R.  f/wrssJie- 
v'olile]  )jreiswald  B ;  })rossbfold  W. 
an]  and  W  &c.     thrcwc]  throwe  C ; 


ouf/'j^rew  B. 

359.  /'y»']  C&m.     Jmonrs]  knoAvc?, 
altered  to  knees  C  ;  knees  O. 

360.  a  grym']  grym  0 ;  lieuy  B. 

361.  coughed]  cowede  R;  kowid  B. 
363.    \!C]    \>'xt   WCOB.      Icinjngrs] 

leuyng  R.  pci  smav^tc]  hit  smacchid  B. 

3G5.  home]  R  om, 

3G7.    ulepe]    sleep   WB.      ^rde   to] 
Avente  to  0  ;  took  CB. 

309.  K-(l)]  Com. 


PASS,   v.]  GLUTTOX    VOWS    AMENDMENT.  77 

His  [wif]  gan  edwite  hym    po  '  how    wikkedlich  he 

lyued, 
Aiid  repentance  rijte  so  •  rebuked  hym  pat  tyme  :  +  His  wife  and 

_,,    ,  .,,  T  ,  ,  ,,  .       Repentance 

^  "  As  ))0W  With  wordes  and  werkes  •  hast  wron3te  rebuke  ium. 

yuel  in  pi  lyue,  372 

Shryue  pe  and  be  shamed  fier-of  •  and  shewe  it  with  jji 

mouth." 
^  "  I,  glotou?2,"  quod  pe  gome  •  "  gylti  me  3elde,  t  "i  confess  tiiat 

1         •   1  T  ^  '"'^'^  often  useil 

pat  I    haue  trespassed  with  my  tonge  *  1  can  nou3te  oaths, 

telle  how  ofto, 
Sworen  'goddes  soule'  *  and  'so  god  me  help  and 

halidom,'  376 

Jjere  no  nede  ne  was  •  njTie  hundreth  tymes ; 
^  And  ouer-seye  me  at  my  sopere  •  and  some  tyme  at  t  and  have  been 

gluttonous, 

nones, 
Jpat    I    glotou?^    girt    it    vp    •    er    I    hadde    gone    a 

myle, 
And  y-spilte  pat  my^te  be  sj^ared  •  and   spended  on 

so??^me  hungrie ;  380 

Ouerdehcatly  on  fastyng    dayes  *  drunken    and    eten 

bothe, 
And  sat  some  tyme  so  longe  pere  •  pat  I  slepe  and  ete  t  eometimes 

atones.  sleeping  ami  cat- 

ing  both  at  ont-o. 

For  loue  of  tales  in  tauernes  •  to  drynke  pe  more,  I 

dyned, 
And  hyed  to  pe  mete  er  none  ■  whan  fastyng  dayes 

^YQve."  384 

370.  l?vif  WO]  witte  LRB ;  wit  C.     WC  ;  huudrid  OB. 

Cf.  Text  A.  378.    oner-scye']   ouerseyea  W.     at 

371.  so]  fjoo  so  O.  w;y]  atte  C  ;  at  j^e  B. 

372.  yueV]  ille  COB.  379.  if]  COB  om. 

373.  shamed]  a-schamed  OR.  yi]          380.   And]  And  (^printed  An)  W. 
COB  OM.  y-sjnlte]  spilt  COB.     sjJended]  spend 

37-1.  gome]  grom  "W;  goome  C.  E.     on  somme]  vppon  pe  B. 

375.  )>at]  Of  ]>at  R.  382.  \>at  I]  and  R.     slepe^]   sleep 

376.  soule]  soide  and  his  sydes  R.  AV  ;  sleped  C  ;  slep  R  ;  slepte  0.     at] 
god — helj}]  help  me  god  R  ;  me  god  al  at  B. 

helpe  W.     ayid  lialUlom]  at  \iq  holy  383.  to  dnjnhc]  and  for  drynke  W  ; 

dom  B  ;  "W  om.  to  ete  R. 

377   «e]W ()?«..    hundreth']\\\m(XvQ(\.         384,  7(?/e<Z]  hijed  me  B. 


78 


SLOTH    CONFESSES    HIS    SINS. 


[pass.  V. 


t"  This  con-        ^  "This  slicwyng  shrifte,"  q?/od  repentance  •  "  slial  be 

ffssion  of  yours  ±     j_      ,      i> 

will  help  you."  meryte  to  f  e. 

IT  And  jjanne  gan  glotou7z  grete  •  and  gret  doel  to  make 
For  liis  litlier  Ijt  •  J)at  lie  lyued  liadde,  387 

"  for  hunger  or  for  tliurst 


64: 


'  I  vow,"  said  he,  And  avowed  [to]  fast 
observe  Shal  iicuere  fissile  on  Ipc  fryday  •  defien  in  my  AvomlDe, 

Tyl  abstinence  myn  aunte  •  liaue  3iue  me  leue  ; 

And  3it  bane  I  bated  bir  •  al  my  lyf  tyme." 


VH.    ACCIDIA. 


t  Slotli  comes, 
asking  for  a  seat. 


t  He  went  to 
sleep  over  liis 
pruyers. 


[Fol.  22  fc.] 


t  Awaked,  he 
p:i  ys  lie  forjjcts  his 
pater-noster. 


^  }?anne  come  slcutbe  al  bislabered  •  ^viih  two  shaiiy 

ci3en,  392 

"  I  most  sitte,"  seyde  fe  segge  •   "  or   elles  sbulde  I 

nappe ; 
I  may  nou^te  stonde  ne  stonpe  •  ne  Avitb-oute  a  stole 

Ivnele. 
Were  I  broujte  abedde  •  but  if  my  taille-endo  it  made, 
Sholde  no  ryngynge  do  me  ryse  '  ar  I  were  rype  to 

dyne."  396 

He  bygan  henedicite    with    a    bolke  •  and    his  brest 

knocked, 
And  roxed  and  rored  •  and  rutte  atte  laste. 
"  AVhat !  awake,  renke  !  "  quod  repentance  ■  "  and  rape 

jje  to  shrifte." 
5F  ""  If  I  sbulde  deye  bi  jjis  day  •  me  liste  nou3te  to 

loke ;  400 


385.  shrifte]  of  shryftc  B.  vicryti^  come]  cam  WCOB.     hislahcred^  by- 
mercy  CB.  slobred  R.    shjmy  c'i-ien\  sl}Tned  ey3es 

380).  \iannc\  C  am.     grcte]  to  grete  K. 

RB.    grcf]  muche  R.    to  malic^  made  393.  shvlde  /]  I  schulde  OB. 

0.  394.  fl]  R  am. 

387.  lither]  \\\\>ov  W.  396.    rynqyngv]    );jng   B.     ar]    er 

.S88.  Ito  WCOB]  LR  om.     avorved  AVCB  ;  ere  R  ;  or  O. 

<o]    made   his   avow   to   B  ;    A'owede  397.  his}  is  C  ;  on  his  B. 

to  0.     thiirst]  tliruste  C.  398.   roxcd']  raxed   W  ;    roskid  B. 

389.  J)6]  WCO  om.     Shal—drficti]  atte]  at  \>e  WO  ;  al  out  atte  P.. 

I^at  nfucre  fiisch  on  Jjc  Friday  •  didie  399.   What]  COB  om.     rcnhc]  and 

►^I'fil  B.  t^enk  B. 

390.  hane  ^iiic']  halh  Tjouo  R.  400.  Tf]  AI-^jou^  B.    day]  day  (\noil 
392.    Accidin]    LWC  ;    ROB    om.  lie  R.     liste]  lest  R. 


PASS,  v.]  HOW    SLOTH    IS    FOXD    OF    IDLE    TALES.  79 

I  can  nouite  perfitly  my  patc?'-no6Ver  •  as  f»c  pvcst  it  +  but  lie  knows 

rimes  about 
Syngctll,  Itobiii  Hooil. 

But  I  can  rymes  of  Eobyn  hood  •  and  Eandolf  eiie  of 

Cliestre, 
Ac  neither  of  owrc  lorde  ne  of  owre  lady  '  pe  leste  fat 

euere  was  made. 
^  I  haue  made  vowes  foiirty  •  and  for-5ete  hem  on  fie 

morne  ;  404 

I  parfourned  ncure  pcnaunce  *  as  Jje  prest  me  hi3te,         t"i  never 

perform  my 

N'e  ry3te  sori  for  my  synnes  '  3et  was  I  neuere.  penances  riguiiy. 

And  3if  I  bidde  any  bedes  •  but  if  it  be  in  wrath, 

)?at  I  telle  with,  my  tonge  •  is  two  myle  fro  rayne 

herte. 
I  am  occupied  oche  day  •  haliday  and  other,  409  +  i  am  always 

occupied  witli 

With  ydel  tales  atte  ale  '  and  otherwhile  in  cherches  ;     idle  tales. 
Goddes  peyne  and  his  passiou?i  •  ful    selde    J^ynke  I 

fere-on. 
H  I  visited   neuere  heble    men  •  ne  fettered  folke  in 

puttes,  412 

I  haue  leuere  here  an  harlotric  •  or  a  somer  game  of  1 1  bad  sooner 

,  bear  sucb  tilings 

SOUtereS,  tban  all  tbat  ever 

Or  lesynges  to  laughe  at  •  and  belye  my  neighbore, 

J5an  al  |5at  enere  Marke  made  •  Mathew,  John,  &  lucas. 

And  vigilies  and  fastyng  dayes  •  alio  fise  late  I  passe. 

And  ligge  abedde  in  lente?^  •  an  my  le??iman  in  myn  t  in  Lent,  i  He 

.  ■,  n    in  ''sd  till  mass 
armeS,  41/     is  nearly  over. 

Tyl  matyncs  and  masse  be  do  •  and  fanne  go  to  pa 
freres  ; 

401.  if]  OOB  0771,.  R  ;  at  chirche  W. 

403,  ^c]  And  C.     of  (2)]  CO  o/ti.         411.  \,ere-on\  on  CO  ;  on  it  W. 
euere— made]  )3«t  is  made  COB.  412.  fielW]  feble  WOB  ;    seke  R. 

404.  vowcs']  auowesW.  foiirttj']  fifty  piittcs]  pittes  COB. 

COB.     a?i  K'3  al  at  CB  ;  or  R  ;  on  O.  413.    hanc]   hadde    R.      a']    C  07n. 

morne']  morwe  WCRO  ;  morwen  B.  so7/icr  ga77ie']  somer  gamen  B. 

40o.  j}arfou7-ne(T]  performed  B.  414,  ?f.s//«/7e.<.-]  lesynge  W.     «f]ofR. 

•    406.  Ne]  For  B.   sfjnnes]  synne  CB.  nelghhorv]  ne3el)ores  WCOB. 

409.  occupied]  ocuped  R.  415.  }3««]  R  o)7i  (!).     lucas]  luk  B. 

410.  atte  ale]  at  J^e  Ale  WCRO  ;  at  416.  late  I]  I  late  R. 
)3e  nale  B.     in  clierches]  in  cherche  418.  and  pan7ie]  \>an  C. 


80 


t  I  am  sliriven 
about  twice  in 
two  years. 


t  Though  I  am 
a  priest,  I  Ciiniiot 
sol-fa : 


t  l>ut  I  c.in  find 
a  hure  in  a  fu'ld. 


1 1  can  hold 
love-days. 


1 1  forget  what 
I  borrow. 


t  I  keep  back  mj 
servants'  wages. 


+  I  requite 
Iwnefits  with 
unkindnesB. 


SLOTH    IS    A    PRIEST,    BUT    CANNOT    SING.  [PASS.  V. 

. '  Come  I  to  He,  missa  est  •  I  holde  me  yserued. 
I  nam  noujte  sliryuen  some  tjme  •  but  if  sekenesse  it 

make,  420 

Noujt  tweies  in  two  jere  •  and  fanne  vp  gesse  I  sclirj  ue 

me. 
If   I   luiue   be    prest   and    parsouw   •   passynge  thretti 

"svjniter, 

3ete  can  I  neither  solfe  no  synge  •  ne  seyntes  l}Ties  rede, 
But  I  can  fynde  in  a  felde  •  or  in  a  fourlonge  an  hare. 
Better  jjan  in  heatus  vir  •  or  in  heati  omnes  425 

Constinic  oon  clause  wel  •  and  kenne  it  to  my  pa?'och- 

ienes. 
I  can  liolde  louedayes  •  and  here  a  Beucs  rekenynge, 
Ac  in  canou«  ne  in  fo  decretales  •  I  can  nou3te  rede  a 

lyne.  428 

^  3if  I  ^jiggG  and  borwe  it  •  but  jif  it  be  ytailled, 
I  forjete  it  as  3erne  •  and  3if  men  me  it  axe 
Sixe  sithes  or  seuene  •  I  forsake  it  witli  othes. 
And  J)us  tene  I  trewe  men  •  ten  hundreth  tymes.      432 
^    x\nd    my    seruauntz   some    tyme    •   her    salarye    is 

bihjTide, 
Eeuthe  is  to  here  [jje]  rekenynge  ■  whan  we  shal  rede 

acomptes  ; 
So  with  wikked  wille  and  wratlithe  •  my  werkracn  I 

paye. 
IF  3if  any  man  doth  me  a  benfait  •  or  helpeth  me  at 

nede. 


419.  ysernefT]  serued  COB. 

420.  if]   CO]',  om. 

421.  schryue']  misivrlttcn  slicryue 
in  L.     vie\  C  om. 

422.  threttV]  twenty  B.  tvynter'] 
yerc  COB. 

423.  y;tc]  And  yet  W.  solfc"]  solf 
B ;  solue  11  ;  solue  {printed  soluo) 
\V, 

42G.  oon — n-cV]  it  clauspmol  R  ; 
me  \>'\9.  clause  wel  B.  my~\  \A  (0  ^• 
jxirorliicnrii]  jiarisshens  WCOB. 

427.  a«rf]  or  K. 


43G 

428.  CB  oni.  nc  in  {jc]  nor  in  W  ; 
ne  0. 

429.  (7  (1 )]  au3t  W.  ^i/  (2)]  B  om. 
T/ttiiUcd]  tallied  COB. 

430.  as]  also  B.  ierne']  sooi\e  O. 
axe]  aske  R. 

432.  tene  7]  I  tene  RB.  hundreth^] 
hundred  WOB. 

431.  is]  it  is  WB.  [f-e  WCOB] 
LR  07)t. 

436.  dotJi]  do  COB.  Icjifnif]  bien- 
fait  WC ;  benfeot  RO  ;  bicnfct  B. 
/tulj>ct/i]  helpe  COB. 


PASS,   v.]  SLOTH    FALLS    DOWN    IN    A    SWOON.  81 

I  am  vnkyiidc  ia3cin  his   ciirtoisyo   ■   and   can  nou^te        [Foi.  23.] 
vnderstonde  it ;  437 

For  I  liaue  and  liaue  hadde  •  some  dele  liaukes  maneres, 

I  nam  nou3te  lured  with   louo  •  hut  Jjcre  ligge  au3te 
vnder  fe  thomhe. 

IT  The  kyndenesse  J?at  myne  euene-cristene  •  kidde  me  1 1  forget  tiie 

—  "  kindnesses  men 

[fernyere],  440  do  to  me. 

Sixty  sythes  I,  sleuthe  '  haue  fo[r]3ete  it  sith, 
In  speche  and  in  sparynge  of  speche  "  yspilte  many  a 

tyme 
Bothe  flesche  &  fissche  •  and  many  other  vitailles ; 
Bothe  hred  and  ale  •  hutter,  melke,  and  chese  444  ti  waste  much 

.  meat  and  drink." 

Forsleuthed  m  my  se/'uyse  •  til  it  my3te  serue  iionian. 
5r  I  ran  aboute  in  30uthe  •  and  3af  me  nou3te  to  lerne, 
And    euere    sith    [haue]    he    beggere    •   for    my   foule 

sleuthe  ; 
lieu  miclii,  [([uod'^  sterilem  vitam  duxi  Iimenilem.    448 
IT  "  Eepentestow  ]?e  nau3te  1 "  quod  repentance  ■  and  sioiu  nais  down 

swooning,  Init 

ri3te  with  jjat  he  swowned,  vMiUate  wakes 

Til  vigilate  jje  veille  •  fette  water  at  his  ey3en, 
And  flatte  it  on  his  face  •  and  fliste  on  hym  criede, 
And  seide,  "  Avare  be  fram  wanhojpe  •  wolde  be  hitraye.    and  bids  inm 

repent. 

'  I  am  sori  for  my  synnes '  •  sey  so  to  J)i-selue,  453 

And  hete  fi-selue  on  Jie  breste  '  and  bidde  hym  of  grace  ; 

4;;)7.    vnltynelr']    vnkende    R  ;    vn-  other  vitailles  COB.   mamj']  myn  R. 

hende  0.    fl^e;;*]  ayeins  W  ;  a^ens  O  ;         447.   \_haue  C]  haue  I  WO  ;  I  haue 

to  CB.     his]  W  0)11,.  B;  hJx  omit ;  hut  the  Uyie  is  mnvlud 

439.  warn]  am  WCB.  Z?/?'c^7]  leired  for  correction  inlj.  Crowley /w.s' haue. 
C;  lieured  B.  \>ere  ligge  au-}^tc'\  nw^t  448.  [quod  RB]  quia  LWCO  ; 
be  CB  ;  if  on3t  lye  0.     fjc]  R  om.  which  spoils  the  scansion. 

440.  Idddc']  kudde  R;  kydden  O.  449.  licpe/ite.'itorv']  Repentest  [.ou 
\fcrnyere  WC]  feriie3er6'  RB  ;  feme  BO;  Repentest  R  ;  Repentedestow  W. 
jer  0  ;  farnere  L.  f^e]  WCOow.   S7r07vned]  swhounede  R. 

441.  sythes]  sitho  R.    foricte']  for-         450.  cyyti]  ey3es  R;  yen  O. 
yete  W  ;  misn'rittoi  fo3ete  L.  4.51,  452.  B  transposes  these  lilies. 

442.  of  speche]  OB  om  ;  of  speches  451.  i^  <*»]  water  in  B.  fasfe]  Row. 
C.  yspilte]  I  spilt  COB ;  I  spelt  R.  452.  fram]  fro  CB  ;  for  WO. 
a  tyme]  tymes  CB.  wolde]  he  wolde  B. 

443.  444.   Bo>e  flesshe  and  fisshe  •  453.  so]  \,o\\  B  ;  WCO  om. 
butter,  mylk,  an  chesse,  454.  iete]  bette  C.    \>e]  Yi  C.    hym] 

Bol^e   brede   an   ale  •    and   many     god  B. 

G 


82 


ROBERT  THE  ROBBER  PRAYS  FOR  MERCY. 


[pass. 


Then  Sloth  sst 
up  and  [blessC'l 
himself,] 

ami  vowed  ho 
would  always  go 
to  church  early 
and  regularly, 


For  is  no  gulfc  here  so  grete  •  pat  his  goodncsse  nys 

more." 
If  ];anne  sat  sleuthe  vp  •  and  sejnied  hym  sAvitlio,     45G 
And  made  avowe  to-fore  god  *  for  his  foule  sleuthe, 
"  Shal  no  sondaye  be  j^is  seuene  ^ere  •  hut  sykenesse  it 

lette, 
Jjat  I  ne  shal  do  me  er  day  •  to  fe  dere  cherclic, 
And  heren  matin es  and  masse  •  as  I  a  monke  were.  4C0 
Shal  none  ale  after  mete  •  holde  me  fennes, 


attend  evensong,    Tyl  I  hauc  eucnsongo  herde  •  I  hehote  to  fie  Eode. 

and  make  .  .  .^t  ^       ^ 

And  3ete  wil  I  3elde  a3ein  •  it  i  so  moche  haue, 


G5 

amends. 


4Ci 


Al  jjat  I  wikkedly  wan  ■  sithen  I  wytte  liadde. 

IT  And  fough  my  liflode  lakke  •  leten  I  nellc, 

)3at  echo  man  nc  shal  hauc  his  •  ar  I  hennes  wendc : 

And  with  J)C  residue  and  jje  remcnaunt  '  hi  Jjc  liudc 

of  chestrc  ! 
I  shal  seke  treuthe  arst  •  ar  I  sc  liome  ! "  408 

Robert  the  robhcr  ^  Robert  Jjc  robbci'c  '  Oil  recldite  lokede, 
restitution,  and     And   for   per  was   nou3te   whcr-of   •  he  wepo    .swithe 

prayed  to  Christ, 

saying,  SOrC. 

Ac  3et  J)e  synful  slirewc  •  seydc  to  hym-seluc, 
"  Cryst,  fat  on  caluarye  •  vppon  Jjc  crosse  deydest,  472 
Tho  dismas  my  brother  •  bisou3te  30W  of  groce, 
And  haddcst  mercy  on  Jjat  man  •  for  memento  sake, 
So  rcwe  on  bis  robbere  •  bat  reddere  nc  hauc, 

^  *^  '    debeo 

Ne  ncucre  wene  to  wynne  •  "with  crafte  fat  I  owe.    47G 
But  for  fi  mykcl  mercy  •  mitigaciou??.  I  biscche  ; 

(O-^    or 


"  Christ,  that 
saved  Dismas  on 
the  cross, 


[Fol.  23  b.] 
liave  mercy 
upon  mo !  " 


4.5.5.  is]  \)C)'  is  B.  no']  710  {printed 
ne)  W.     nyst]  is  CROB. 

45G.  seyned']  saynod  C  ;  blissid  B. 

457.  avowc']  avow  O  ;  awowe  C  ;  a 
vow  BB  ;  auow  {printed  a  vow)  W. 

4o8.  but — it]  but  }if  sekcncssc  mc 
It. 

459.  nv]  B  om, 

4C3.  And— I]  Wiat  I  nam  B. 

4r>5.  viy]  me  K. 

4f)G.  nc]  ROB  om. 

4G7.  with  \!c]  with  CO.  \>c  I?ode] 
rode  C. 


468.    arst]    erst   "WCOB. 
WCROB. 

40,0.  J?obert]  Roberd  WCB. 

470.  wejfc]  weped  COB  ;  wopto  \V. 
sore]  0  0711. 

471.  Ac]  And  C. 

472.  o)i]  on  pa  0. 

47.'?.  B  o»iits.     dismos]  bymas  R, 

474.  fl«]  of  CO. 

475.  Jume]  hajj  0. 

4  7G.  owe]  knowc  R. 

477.  for]  C  o))i.     /]  0  om. 


r.vss.  v.]  nr:rr,XTANCP:  ruAVr?  foi;  tiik  rEyiTKXTS.  83 

N'o  (lanipnc  mc  iiou3tc  at  domcsday  •  for  ))iit  I  did  so 

ille." 
IF  AVhat  bifel  of  bis  feloii?i  •  I  can  nou^tc  faire  sclieAvo,     what  bcpamo  of 

.  ■  liim  [  loiow  not ; 

Wei  I  wote  ho  wepte  faste  •  water  with  bofe  his  eycn,    yet  lie  wept  sore, 

And  knowleched  his  gult  •  to  cryst  3ete  eftsones,      481 

J3at  penifencia  his  pykc  •  ho  shnldo  polsche  newe,  CG 

And  Icpe  with  hym  oner  londc  •  al  his  lyf  tyme,  penitence. 

For  ho  liad  leync  hi  lafro  •  hicifcres  aiinto.  48  i 

^  And  banno  had  repontaii«ce  rentho  •  and  rcddc  liem  t  Repentance 

'  prays  for  all  the 

alio  to  knele,  penitents. 

"  For  I  shal  biseche  for  al  synfiil  •  owre  saueoure  of 

g?'ace, 
To  amende  vs  of  owre  mysdodes  •  and  do  niercj^  to  vs 

alle. 
IT  Xow  god,"  t^uod  he,  "  pat  of  pi  goodiiesse  -  gonnc  ])c  t"ooo.i,  who 

JIT    'l''ls:t  aiilTer  man 

worlde  make,  488  to  commit  sm, 

And  of  nau^te  madest  anjtc  •  and  man  moste  lichc  to 

])i-sehie, 
And  sithen  suffrcdest  for  to  syiinc  •  a  sikenesse  to  vs 

alio, 
And  al  for  po  best,  as  I  bileue  "  wliat  euore  pQ  boke  tforthe  niiimnio 

,,      ,  '"  benefit  of  man- 

telleth,  Uiu\, 

0  felix  cidpa  !  o  necessarinm  peccatiim  ade  !  tj-c. 
For  jjourgli  fat  synne  pi  sone  •  sent  was  to  pis  erthe. 
And  bicam  man  of  a  mayde  •  mankynde  to  saue,      493  tandw.ast 

matle  man ; 

And  madest  pi-self  with  pi  sone  •  and  vs  synful  ylichc, 

Faciamus  hominem  ad  ymaghiem   et  simih'fu-  f  (Gen.  \.2c,;    . 
dinem  nostram  ; 

478.  so\  0  oni.  gonne  W.     malui]  to  make  W. 

471).  feiomi]  sclirewe  0.  480.  an^te]  alio  {^yngc  B. 

481.  "R    omiU.      rjiiUI    kiU  WCO.          490.  .9?(/^T^7c.si]  suffre;^t  COD.     for 
rftitone!<'\  ef ter  sooncs  0.  to']    hym   to  R  ;  for  0;  for  oiin!    L> 

482.  ^?<?Zsi'7te]  polische  0  ;   polLssli     (^whtch  last  is  clearly  wrong  here). 
C;  pnlsche  r..  401.  tclletlC\  telle  CC.     iicccalnm 

481?.  lijf\  C  om.  n(lc\  ade  pecc«^Mm  0. 

484.  liad?^  hath  R.  494.  rs  synfiiV]  vs  silf  B  ;  CB  omit 

488.  he']  R  om.  (!)  )pnt']  precedex     the  quotation,  and  also  11.  40.5 — 407. 

gonne   COB.     gonne]  gnnne    0 ;  hi-     et  shnlUtndinem']  WO  om. 


84  Christ's  passiox  and  resurrection.  [pass.  v. 

istJoiiniv.  ic);  Et  allhi :  qui  manet  in  caritate,  in  deo  mancf, 

^  deus  171  eo  ; 

If  And  sith  with  f)i  self  sone  ■  in  owre  sute  deydest 

tand  didst  die      On  godefrjday  for  mannes  sake  •  at  ful  tyme  of  fe 
upon  Good  .  49(5 

Friday;  ^"-"j  ^} 

]3ere  Jji-self  ne  jji  sone  •  no  sorwe  in  detli  feledest ; 
But  in  owre  secte  was  jje  sorwe  •  and  pi  sone  it  ladde, 
t(Eph.  iv.8);  CapHuam  duxit  captiuitafem. 

t  when  the  sun      IF  J3c  sonne  for  sorwe  ]3cr-of  •  les  sy3te  for  a  tyme 
noon-dayT'^'  '      Aljoute  mydday  whan  most  li^te  is  •  and  mele  tyme  of 
seintes ;  500 

reddest  with  Ip'i  fresche  hlode  •  owre  forfadres  in  dcrk- 
nesse, 
t  (Isaiah  ix.  2);  Pojnd?!.?  QUI  ccmhidahat  in  tenehris,  vidit  lucem 

magnam  ; 
And  thorw  ])o  li3tc  fat  Icpe  onte  of  pe  •  hicifer  was 

blent, 
And  blewe  alle  \\  blisscd  •  in-to  Jje  blisse  of  paradise, 
tand  on  the  third  ^  V)e  thiyddc  daye  after  •  bow  jedest  in  owre  sute,    504 

day  didst  rise 

again;  A  synful  Marie  f)e  scighe  •  ar  seynte  Marie  \\  dame, 

And  al  to  solace  synful  •  jjow  sufifredest  it  so  were  : 
tMat.  ix.  13.  Noil  veni  vocare  iustos,  set  jpeccatores  ad  peni- 

tcnciam. 
%  And  al  fiat  INfarke  hath  ymade  '  mathew,  Johan,  and 
lucas, 
[Foi.  21.]        Of  f  ync  dou3tiest  dcdes  •  were  don  in  oAvre  annes.    508 
tJo.  i.  It.  Verhwn  caro  factum  est,  et  hahitauit  in  nobis. 

^•—co\  0  om.  502.  mas']  it  R. 

495.    Yi\    Jje   R.     sxvtc\   so  in   0;  503.  JZisstYZ]  blissed  Jjcnnes  R.    }?^] 

seuto  R  ;  Recto  W.    Crowley  has  sute.  J^y  C. 

49G.  \}e']  R  om.  504.  pow']  0  om.     snte^  so  in  WO  ; 

497.  «c]  and  R.  suyte  CB  ;  scute  R. 

498.  ><?]  jjat  R.     dnxit;\  duxi  CB.  505.  A]  And  COB.      j^t]   l^^ow  C'P,. 

499.  les']   lees  W  ;  lese  C.     .vnte']  ar]  er  WCROB. 

li^tW;  hysli^t  0.    /or]  of  W.  506.    And]    CB   om.      ol]    O   om. 

500.  mcle']  meke  (!)  B.  set]  sed  R. 

COl.    7r/7/(]    \>o  with   R.     frcseJt^i         507.  And]  To  (1)  B. 
hlodr]  Fl.iscl)  &  H  blood  B.     amhvla.         508.     doii-^tlrsl]      dou^ty     WCOB. 
hit]  iiniliiilat  CI!.  n-cni]  wasW;  jjat  woren  B. 


PASS,  v.]  A    THOUSAND    MlilN'    SET    OUT    TO    FIND    TRUTH. 


85 


And  bi  so  rnoclie,  me  scmetli  ■  ])G  sikerer^  we  mowe 

Byd  Jo  and  Liseclie  •  if  it  be  jji  wille, 

)3at  art  OAvre  fader  and   OAvrc   brother  •  be  merciablc 

to  vs, 
And  bane  reutho  on  bise  Eibandes  •  bat  repente  hem  t  we  pray  Thee, 

'  '  nave  mercy  on  all 

here  sore  512   these  penitents." 

)3at  ouere  pei  wratthed  ])c  in   fis  worldc   •  in  worde, 

poujte,  or  dedes." 
IT  banne  hent  hope  an  borne  •  of  clem,  tu  conuersiis  t  Then  Hope 

■'  ^  seized  a  horn,  and 

viuificahis  \nos,'\  wew  it;  (Ps.  ixx. 

*'  L         'J  20,  and  xxxi.  1 ; 

And  blcAV  it  with  Beati  quorum  •  remisse  sunt  iniqui-  vuigute.) 

tates, 
pAi  alle  seyntes  in  heuene  •  songen  at  ones,  516 

Homines   &    iumenta  saluahis,    queniadmodum  tPs.  xxxv.  V; 

^  (Vulgate.) 

multij)licasU  misericordiam  tuam,  deus,  ^-c. 
IT  A  thousand  of  men  bo  •  thrungen  togyderes  ;  Then  a  thousand 

r  ^  '-^'1  '  ,,,(;„  tlu-onged 

Criede  vpward  to  cryst  •  and  to  his  clene  moder  together,  iioping 

i-  J  to  find  Trulli. 

To  haue  s;race  to  go  with  hem  •  treuthe  to  seke.        519 

__.--    -   —  v.. °  _  O'J 

%  Ac  fere  was  wy3te  non  so  wys  •  fte  wey  Jjider  couthe,  Butnooneiniou-s 

But  blustreden  forth  as  bestes  •  ouer  bankes  and  liilles, 

Td  late  was  and  longe  •  Jjat  _^  a  lede  mette,  At  last  tiiey  met 

a  Palmer  in 

Apparailled  as  a  paynym  •  in  pylgrynies  wyse.  pilgrim's  weeds, 

He  bare  a  bnrdoure  yboundo  •  with  a  brode  liste,      524-  astaffinhis 

.  "  hand,  a  b;is  and  a 

In  a  withewyndes  wise  •  ywounden  aboute.  bowi  by  iiis  side, 

A  bolle  and  a  bagge  •  he  bare  by  his  syde  ; 

An  hundreth  of  ampulles  •  on  his  hatt  seten,  ammnim  in  his 

-  hat,  and  marked 

Signes  of  synay  •  and  shelles  of  galice  ;  528 


509.  me]    it    H.      sihcrcrc\    syker-  518.   Criede']  Cryeden  0. 

loker  E.  519.  To—^o^  Grace  to  god  (!)  K. 

510.  Mseche']  biseche  it  CB.  520.  G  omits.   7vaswi/^te^  newasB. 

511.  to']  til  CO.  521.    blustreden']    blostereden    R  ; 

512.  reuthe]  mercy  R.    Jio-e']  R  om.  blustrenden  (sic)  C.    forth]  for  C. 

513.  rvratthed]  ^vi-a^jj^eden  0;  522.  ]jat\>ei']i\\\!ey  G ;  ii\\>ei-wi\>'R. 
wrathe  C,  in — worlde]  R  om.  dedcs]  525.  ivHhennjndcs']  wi)3wynde  W  ; 
dede  CO.  wodebyndis  B  ;  swithe  ^V7ndes  CO. 

514.  [«fls]  in  R  only,  526.  bolle]  bulle  R. 

515.  Mem]  he  blew  R.  527.    An^]    An  {printed  And)   W, 

516.  ]>at]  Til  CB.     deus]  found  in  hundreth]  hundred  WROB. 
W  {hut  not  ^printed),  528.  sijnay]  a  sise  (!)  R. 


8G 


"  riEIlS    TUE    I'LOW-MAN  "    APFEAUS, 


[pass.  V. 


«ith  crosses  and 
keys  on  his  clouk, 

G8 

They  asked  him 
whence  he  came; 
and  lie  said,  From 
Sinai,  tlie 
sepulclne, 
l!ctlilehem,  and 
Babylon. 


"  Knowcst  thou 
a  saint  named 
Truth ;  where 
dwells  he  ?  " 


lie  answers  tliat 
lie  cannot  tell. 


[Fol.  2t  6.] 
Enter  I'lEKS  THE 

I'LOWMAN. 

"Peter! "  quoth 
he,  "  1  know  him 
well. 

Conscience  and 
Common  Sense 
told  me  wheie  lie 
lives. 


I  have  sown  his 
seed, 


And  many  a  cruclie_  on  Lis  cloke  '  and  keyes  of  Eome, 
And  J)e  vernicle  biforc  •  for  men  siiulde  knowe, 
And  so  bi  his  signes  •  whom  he  son3te  haddc.  531 

^  pis  folke  frayned  hym  fnste  •  fro  -whennes  he  come ? 
^   "Fram  synay,"  he  seydc  •  "and  fram  owre  lordes 

sepulcre ; 
In  bethlecm  and  in  babiloyne  •  I  haue  ben  in  bothe, 
In  ermonye,  in  Alisaundre  •  in  many  other  places. 
3e  may  se  bi  my  signes  •  |?at  sitten  on  myn  liatte,     53G 
]3at  I  haue  walked  ful  wyde  •  in  wete  and  in  drye, 
And  sou3te  gode  seyntes  •  for  my  soules  lieltli." 
^  "  Knowestow  oujte  a  corseint  •  fat  men  calle  treutlie  1 
Coudestow  aujte  wissen  vs  pG  weye  *  where  jjat  Avy 

dwelleth?"  540 

^  "  i^Aj,  so  me  god  helpe  ! "  •  seide  fe  gome  panne, 
"  I  seygh  nenere  palmere  •  Avith  pike  ne  with  scrippe 
Axen  after  hym  er  •  til  now  in  jjis  place." 
*•'  Peter  ! "  CLUod  a  plowmajLLand  put  forth  his  hed,  54  t 
"  I  knowe^hym  a,s  kyndely  •  as  clerke  do])  liis  bokes  ; 
Conscience  and  kynde  witte  •  kenned  me  to  his  place, 
And  deden  me  surcn  hym  sikerly  •  to  serue  hym  for 

eucre, 
Eothe    to    sowc   and   to    settc   •    po   while    I   swynkc 

myghte.  548 

I  haue  ben  his  fulwar  •  al  j?is  [fifty].  .\iLynt re  ; 
Bothe  ysowen  his  sedc  •  and  sued  his  bestes, 


529.  a]  Cll  o»i.  crnclw']  crouchc 
WCOB.     kcijcsq  Jjc  cayes  R. 

.'J30.  ltnon-c'\  I-knowe  11. 

.531.  sif/nns']  scynes  R. 

.032.  jjijf]  jjcise  0.  fnnjncd']  froy- 
ncdeu  B. 

533.  Fravi]  Fro  COB  (twice), 
fjnai/']  Synay  (printed  8vny)  W. 

531.  bethleem'}  B.jdloiii  COB. 

535.  ermonye^  Annoiiye  W.  in 
Aliitan)ulrif\  so  in.  W;  but  j/ri/ited 
:iinl  Alisaiiiidro.     in']  nial  in  R. 

53S.  smiles']  sotilo  R. 

."<lo.    Coudcstinr]  koiulest  J-ow  ROH. 


auT^te]  CB  om.     \:e]  \:q  rijte  B.     irj] 
wy3to   R  ;    he  COB. 

541.  me]  mote  me  B. 

542.  sei/f/h]  ne  sauj  B.  scvijun] 
scrijipe  weude  0. 

513.  Axon']  Asken  ^\.  til]  COB 
om. 

545.  hoI.'r.-<]  booke  COB. 

547.  dedcn]  didea  W  ;  dide  0. 
stiren  Jd/vi]  sm-enhcwR;  swerc  COB. 

519.  'yifti/]  WCOB  :  fourly  LR  ; 
Crowley  }i,is  fifty.     Cf.  Pass.  VI.  85. 

550.  7/.HMren]  I-sowe  R  ;  soweii  CB  ; 
scwc  0.     sued]  fcddo  CO ;  feed  B. 


PASS,   v.]  THE    I'lLGUIMS    ASK    IIIM    THE    WAY.  87 

With-Time  and  Avith-outcn  •  waytcd  his  profyt.  and  everywi.e*® 

I  dyke  and  I  dclue  •  1  do  bat  trcuthe  hoteth  :  552  "itched his 

•^  '  profit ;  and  1 

Some  tyinc  I  sowe  •  and  some  tyme  I  tliresche,  please  him  well. 

In  tailoures  craftc  and  tyukares  crafte  •  what  treuthe 

can  deuyso, 
I  wcue  an  I  wynde  •  and  do  what  treutlie  hoteth. 
IF  For  fou^e  I  seye  it  my-self  •  I  seme  hym  to  j)ayo ;  556 
leh  haue  myn  huircj^of  hym]  wel '  and  othcrwhilos  more ; 
He  is  \q  prestest  payer  •  fat  jiore  men  knoweth  ;  He  pays  me 

He  ne  with-lialt  non  hcAV^  liis  hj-re  •  jjrtt  he  no  hath  it 

at  euen. 

He  is  as  low  as  a  lombe  ■  and  loueHche  of  spedie,    5 GO 

And  3if  ^e  wihieth  to  wite  •  where  pat  lie  dwellcth, 

I  shal  wisse  30W  witterly  •  \q,  weye  to  his  place." 

%  "  3e,  leue  Pieres,"  quod  ])is  pilgrymes  •  and  profered  The  pilgrims  then- 
offer  Piersmonev, 

hym  huire  whidi  he  refuses. 

For  to  wende  with  hem  •  to  treuthes  dwellyng  place.  561: 
IT  "  Nay,  hi  ray  soules  liclth,"  C[uod  pieres  •  and  gan  forte 

swere, 
"  I  nolde  fan^  a  ferthynge  •  for  seynt  Thomas  shryne  ! 
Treuthe  wolde  loue  me  fe  lasse  •  a  longe  tyme  Jiere- 

after !  567 

Ac  if  30  wilneth  to  Avende  wel  •  })i3  is  j^e  Aveye  thider,      But  he  teUs  them 
[)3at  I  shal  say  to  yow  •  and  sette  yow  in  \q  sof>c.]  Meekness,  tin 

%  ^e  mote  go  )30urgh  mekenesse  •  hothe  men  and  wyues,  COTscience!" 
Tyl  30  come  in-to  conscience  •  fat  cryst  wite  fe  sothe, 
)?at  3e  louen  owre  lorde  god  •  leuest  of  alle  pinges,    572  yo 

And  Jjanne  3owre  neighhores  nextc  •  in  non  wise  apeyre 

551.  ovayted'}  I-wayted  R.  5G4.  trontlws']  treuthe  C. 

652.  I  do]  &  do  OB.     treuthe']  he  5G5.  soides  lieltlC]  soule  CB  ;  soules 

II.     hotetJi']  me  hotefj  B.  hell^e  (jmnted  helpe)  W  ;  soule  perel 

555.    an]    and   WCKOB.      7vcue—  R. 

wynde]  wynde  and  wede  B.    do]  I  do  5G6.  fanye]  fonge  RB. 

C.     hoteth']  n\Q\\ot\}p  li.  5G7.  «]  GOBowi.     ]:erc-aftiT]SiiiQv 

557.   lof  hym  R]  LWCOB  om.  COB. 

559.    Be   ner]    He  CROB.      non—  568.  3^]  yow  W. 

hyre]   no  men  here  huyre  R  ;    noon  569.  From  C ;  also  in  OBC2  ;  LWR 

hyneii  his  hire  B.       \>at — euen']    }rat  and  Gvov^Xey  omit. 

\>Qi  ne  haue  it  anone  R.  571.  in-to]  to  COB. 


88 


THE    PLOUGHMAN    DESCRIBES    THE    RIGHT    WAY.  [PASS.  V. 


Otherwyse  fan  Jjow  AvolJest  •  he  wroujte  to  fi-seluc. 
^  And  so  boweth  forth  hi  a  broke  •  beth-buxum-of- 

speche, 
Tyl  30  fynden  a  forth  •  ^o'UTe-fadres-honoureth,         576 

Honora  patrcm  cj-  matrem,  ^t.  / 
"Wade]?  in  Jiat  Avater  •  and  wascheth  30W  wel  Jjere, 
And  36  shul  lepc  jjc  li3tloker  •  al  30wre  lyf  tyme. 
And  so  shaltow  so  swere-nou3te-  •  bnt-if-it-l)c-for-ncde- 
And-namclich-an-ydel-  •  ]?e-name-of-god-ahny3ti.         580 
H  )3anne  shaltow  come  by  a  crofte    •   but  come  fow 

non3te  jj^re-Inne ; 
That   crofte  hat   coiieyte-nou3te-   •  mcnnes-catel-ne-her- 

wyues-, 
Ne-none-of-her-seniaunteS-  •  ])at-noyen-hem-my3te.    583 
Loke  30  breke  no  bowes  jjere  •  but  if  it  be  ^owre  owne. 
also  by  the  slocks  ^  Two  stokkcs  Jjcre  stondetlx  •  ac  stynte  3e  nou3te  jjere, 
They  [hatte]   stcle-nou3te,  ne-slcc-noiT3te  •  stryke  forth 

by  bothe ; 
And  leue  liem  on  jji  left  halfc  •  and  loke  nou3te  jjere- 

after  ; 
And  holde  wel  jjync  halitlay  •  heighe  til  cuen.  588 

Thanne  shaltoAv  blenche  at  a  berghc   •  bcrc-no-false- 

Avitnessc, 
lie  is  frithed  in  with  floreincs  •  and  other  [fees]  many ; 
Loke  |)ow  plukke  no  plante  pere  •  for  peril  of  J^i  soule. 


"Next  (says  he) 
cross  the  brook 
called  Be-buxom- 
of-speech  by  the 
ford  called 
Hoiiour-your- 
fathers. 


Pass  by  Swear- 
not-in-vain  and 
the  croft  called 
Covet-not ; 


[Fol.  25.] 


and  Slay-not. 


Turn  aside  from 
the  [thill]  Bcar- 
no-false-witness. 


574.  Yi-selue]  j^e-selue  0. 

■57.">.  howeth']  bouh  E  ;  bowc  CB. 
hdh']  be  E  ;  beos  C.     of]  of  >i  R. 

570.  fortli\  fortlic  RB  ;  foorjje  0  ; 
ford  W  ;  forde  C.  Iwnoureth']  36 
hoiioure  O. 

577.  ill]  in-to  B.  ]>ai]  0  om. 
vnncheth]  wasshe  WC.  ]}cre]  jjcr-lnnc 
W. 

578.  l^c]  C  om.  Uytlolu-r]  ligbtur 
C  ;  Intlicr  OB. 

579.  sImUoic]  sclialt  \>q\\  11.  se] 
O  om.     if]  B  om. 

580.  an]  on  W:  in  OB. 

581.  \>ow]  COB  om. 

582.  TJuit]    l^e    11.     mcnneg]    nicu 


OR.     cati-l]  R  om  (!). 
58.3.  noi/en]  anoieu  B. 

584.  y:]  fjow  R.     y>n-rc]  on  30ure  R. 

585.  stondcth]  stoudc  CB.  ac]  and 
C. 

586.  \_hatte  CR]  batten  OB  ;  bi3te 
W  ;  hat  L.  nc]  &  W.  hi/  bofhc] 
biforc  COB. 

58D.  hlcnchc]  written  more  like 
bleuche  in  L  ;  blenche  W.  Cf .  Text  A. 
herghe']  bcruh  R  ;  berui  0. 

590.  JTe']  R  om.  fritkcd  in] 
llorischid  wij^-lnne  B.  [fees  AVCRB] 
foes  L  ;  foos  O. 

591.  ]pow]  30  R.  ])i  so II I r]  30111-0 
soules  R. 


PASS,  v.]  GRACE    IS    PORTER    TO    THE    TOWER    OF    TRUTH.  89 

IT  jjanno  shal  30  se  sey-sotli-  •  so-it-be-to-donc-  592  amuhen  sIkiU  ye 

T-  TT  i_  r>  1-11  see  Say-sooth. 

In-no-manere-elus-nau3te-  •  lor-no-mamies-biddyngc. 

^  jpanne  shaltow  coine  to  _a  cpurtc  ;  as  clere  as  J)e  sonne,  So  shall  ye  come 

to  a  court,  with 

)5e  mote  is  01  mercy  •  ]3e  inanere  aboute,  595  walls  of  wit,  and 

And  alio  fe  wallis  ben  of  witte  •  to  holden  wille  oute ;    ciu-istendom. 
And  kerneled  with  crystendomo  •  man-kynde  to  saue, 
Boterased  with  bileue-so-  •  or-|)OAV-beest-noiijte-ysaued.     with  houses  that 
IT  And  alle  po  houses  ben  hiled  •  halles  and  chambres,     Love-as-brethrcu. 
"\Vit[h]  no  lede,  but  with  loue  ■  and  lowe-speche-as-bre- 
theren.  GOO 

jje.  brugge  is  of  bidde-wel-  •  jje-bette-may-jjow-spede  ;         +  The  bridge  is 

frftv^wcll 

Echo  piler  is  of  penaunce  •  of  preyeres  to  seyntes, 

Of  alnies  dcdes  ar  po  bokes  •  pat  pe  gates  liangen  on. 

IT  Grace  hatte  pe  gateward  •  a  gode  man  for  sothe,    004  Grace  is  the  gate- 

-rr  1      ij  1  n  t  ■        keeper,  and  his 

Hys    man    hatte    amonde-jow   •   tor   many    man    hmi  man  is  called 

1  ,1  Amend-you,  to 

knOWeth;  whom  give; 

Telleth  hym  fis  tokenc  •  ]?at  treuthe  Avite  pe  sothe  ;         ^°^^"' 
'I  parfourned  |)e  penaunce  •  pe  preest  me  enioj'ucd, 
And  am  ful  sori  for  my  syniies  •  and  so  I  shal  euere,   G08 
Whan  I  Jjinke  ]jere-on  •  fteighe  I  were  a  pope.' 

ST  Eiddeth  amende-^ow  meke  him  •  til  his  maistre  ones,  Ask  Amend-you 
To  \vayne  vp  pe  wiket  •  J)at  pe  woH^man  shette_,  ma^ster toopen 

Tlio  Adam  and  Eue  •  eten  apples  vnrosted  ;  612  ofplradtse!'^'^ 

Per  euam  cun[c]tis  clausa  est,  ^  per  mar  lam 
virginem  [itenwi\  patefada  est ; 

592.  SL'\  R  cm.  maist  B. 

593.  «r»]  none  RB ;  good  W.  602.     Eclic\    like    C.      ■i)reyeres\ 

595.  \pc  mote']  pat  moot  hit  B.     of]     prayer  C ;  preyer  0  ;  preiere  B. 

O  OM.     manerc]  Manoir  W.  003.  almcs  dedes]    almeis  dede  C. 

596.  A'tuT]  CB  om.  \:e  (1)]  Jjo  B.     \>at\  COB  am. 

597.  Itcrnelcd^  I-carueled  R.    man-         004.  hatte']  hotif?  B. 

ki/nde]  pat  kendo  R.  005.  hatte]   lioti)?  B.    for]    R  om. 

598.  Boterased]   Botrased  W  ;    Bi-     via?/]  men  WB. 

trasedC;  I-buterased  R  ;  Bretaskid  B.  607.  parfom-ned]    parfonrnied   R; 

599.  And]  Oom.  hiled:]  I-hyledR;  performed  B.     |?e  (2)]  J^at  f^e  W. 
hclied  B.    halles]  halle  B.    chanibrc»]  611.    ovaytui]   wayne    OB  ;    wayne 
chambers  C.  or  wayue  LRC ;   waynen  or  wayuen 

600.  With]  WitL;  hut  the  line  is  (jrrinted  vfayven)W. 

marked  for  correction.  612.     [itertuii]    in   R   only.       See 

601.  hnigge]  brygge   COB.     may]     note. 
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THE    SEVEN    SISTERS    AT    THE    POSTERNS. 


[pass.  v. 


Take  Iieed  of 
Wnith-thee, 
[Fol.  25  6.] 


lest  ye  be  iliiveii 
out, 

niul  the  door  be 
closed  and  locked 
against  you. 


I!ul  llicrc  arc  also 
seven  sistci'S 
tlierc  at  the  gates, 


GiUcd  Abstinence, 
llninilily, 
Cluirity,  Chastity, 


H  For  lie  liatli  pG  kcye  ami  jje  [cliket]  •  fiouj  pa  Lyiige 

slepe. 
And  if  grace  graunte  pc  '  to  go  in  in  J)is  -wise, 
po^Y  slialt  see  in  J)i-seluc  •  treutlic  sitte  in  fine  lierte, 
In  a  clieync  of  chary te  •  as  f>ow  a  cliilde  were,  G16 

To  sufFre  hym  and  scgge  nou3te  •  ajein  ])i  sires  -wille, 
^  Ac  bewar  fannc  of  wrath-Jjc  •  ];at  is  a  wikked  slirewe, 
He  hath  cnuye  to  hyiu  •  pa,t  in  Jjine  herte  sitteth  ; 
And  pukketh  for];  pruyde  •  to  prayse  jji-seluen.         620 
];e  holdnesse  of  J)i  bienfetes  •  maketh  po  blyndc  Jeanne, 
And  |)anne  "worstow  drynen  oute  as  dew  •  and  pe  dure 

closed, 
Kayed  and  [cliketed]  •  to  kepe  pa  Avitli-onten ; 
Happily  an  hundreth  wyntre  •  ar  pow  eft  cntrc.        G24 
J5us  myght  Jiow  lesen  his  loue  •  to  late  wel  by  ])i-selae, 
And  neuere  happiliche  efte  cntre  •  but  grace  Jjow  haue. 
IT  Ac  peve  [aren]  seuene  sustren  •  J)at  serucn  treutho 

euere, 
And  aren  porteres  of  fe  iiostcrncs  •  th.at  to  pe  place 

longeth.  G28 

}5at  one  hat  abstenencc  •  and  humilitc  an  other, 
Charitc  and  chastite  •  ben  his  chief  maydenes, 


G13.  7if]  sclio  C.  [diket  WCB] 
clikat  LR.     l-vw^]  f;oti^  pat  B. 

614.  in  Mi]  in  WCllOB  ;  but,  ncc 
Text  A. 

(>15.  sitte]  W  om. 

017.  sefff/c']  Baye  C.  seffffe  novate'] 
to  scgge  (I)  11.  jji  sires]  thy  eires  C  ; 
|jvn  heiris  B. 

"  018.    Ae]    And    WC.      n-rath-\>c] 
Wratthc  CB.     shretve]  shcrewc  W. 

010.  to]  til  COB. 

020.  jtukkctli']  pukkes  C  ;  puckcth 
B  ;  poukcjj  0  ;  poke);  AVB.  f<>r\>]  for 
{-■ ;  II  om. 

021.  hicnfclcfi]  benefetcs  R;  bicn- 
faiUcs  CB  ;  beuufetis  0.  mahcth] 
inako  C. 

((22.  |?rtw«r]  Oom.  n'orstpw]  worst 
)<(ii    15  ;     worjjcat   \>o\x   O.       (Iryncii] 


dryues  C.  dew]  denli  R  ;  a  dow  CB. 
closed]  I-closed  R. 

023.  Kayed]  I-caycd  R  ;  Kcycil 
WCOB.  (flihctcd  CB]  clikatt'dL; 
cliketted  W;  I-clycatcd  R. 

624.  hnndreth']  hundred  WOB. 
ar]  er  WCOB. 

025.  vujght  ]pow]  my^tist  ]:o\x  0 ; 
niy:5tostow  W  ;  miilow  R. 

"026.  hilt]  til  0. 

027.  Acr]  And  WC.  \_<tren  \\]  aro 
W  ;  ar  L  ;  been  0  ;  ben  B  ;  be  C  ; 
see  next  line,  sustren]  sistren  0 ; 
systers  C  ;  ^iftes  (!)  R. 

028.  aren]  arn  W;  boon  O;  l)on 
B ;  be  C.  ^^t^r^^'ws]  portcs  C.  of] 
ouor  R.     \ie  (2)]  C  om. 

()2'J.  lutiniUtr]  vmblotc  R. 
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Pacicucc  and  pecs  •  moclie  people  jjei  hclpetli,  paticnoe,  Pca£,^ 

Largeuesso  fc  lady  •_  Uco  let  ill  ful  manye  ;  G32  "'"i  i^"""ty- 

lleo  hath  hulpc  a  Jjousandc  pute  •  of  )?o  deuelcs  pon- 

folde. 
^  And  who  is  sihbc  to  J)is  seueue  •  so  me  god  lielpc ! 
He  is  wondcrliche  welcome  •  and  faire  vndeifongen. 
And  but  if  3e  be  syb  •  to  suj?ime  of  Jjise  seiicne,        G36  without  tiieir 
It  is  ful  harde  bi  myne  heucd/'  q?/od  Peres  •  "  for  any  gain  entrance  at 

f,  1,  that  gate." 

01  30W  aile 
To  geten  ingongc  at  any  gate  Jjere  •  but  g/'ace  be  jjc 

more." 
IF   "  jS'ow,   bi   cryst,"   quod  a  cutpurs   •   "  I   haue   no  tiio  cut-purse, 

^     _    the  ape-ward,  and 
kynne  pere  !  bdV    wafer-malter 

"  Is^e  I,"  quod  an  aj)ewarde  •  "  bi  au3te  fiat  I  knowe  !  "    LoVindred^AtTc! 
IT   "  Wite  god,"   quod  a  wafrestre  '  "  wist   I   pis  for 

sothe, 
Shulde  I  neucre  ferthere  a  fote  •  for  no  freres  prechynge." 
%  "  ?us,"  quod  Pieres  jje  plowman  •  and  pukked  hem  but  Piers  teiis 

them  Moroy 
alle  to  gode,  G43    dwells  tliore  also, 

,,  .  ,  1,1  1  11  who  is  of  kin  to 

"  Mercy  is  a  maydene  fere  •  hath  my3te  ouer  hem  ailc ;  aii  siufui  men. 
And  she  is  syb  to  alle  synful  •  and  her  soiie  also ; 
And  ]3oru3e  pe  helpe  of  hem  two  •  (liope  pow  none 

other), 
f)0\v  my3te  gete  grace  fere  •  bi  so  fow  go  bitymo." 
^  "By  seynt  Poule,"  qwod  a  pardonere  •  "  perauent?«-e  t  a  pardoner 

"^        "^ -i -  ^  says  he  will  leteh 

I  be  nou3te  knowe  Jiere,  648  I'is  box. 

C32.  hco']  he  E;  she  WOB  ;  .sho  C.  frestrv']  wafercr  OB.    fu>-\  Vxom. 

in]  out  (!)  0.  042.     Slmlde']     Shul    C.      //'c/t.s] 

G33.  Hco']  Sche  OB ;  Sho  C.  hidjK^  frere  R. 

so   in   R;    holpe   WOO;    holpen   B.  G43.  3«s]  3IS  B;  3is  WC.     imUcd] 

l)onfoldti]  poudfolde  E  ;  punfolde  WB  ;  poukede    O  ;    poked  WRB  ;    pute   C!. 

pouufolde  C  ;  pyufold  O.  hcDi]  the  {inlswrlttvn  for  them)  C  ; 

634.  mho]  who  so  CB.  0  om. 

636.  if]  if  l-at  R.     y;]  he  B.  644.  a]   as  C.     liatli]   and  ha);  B. 

638.  ingonge]    iugoiig  0  ;  Ingange  Iwm]  WCOB  oni. 

C  ;  iu-goiug  WB.     any]  \)Q  COB.  647.  \icre  hi]  j^ere  •  hi  LO  ;  \>q\g  ■ 

640.  Ne]  Nor  WCB  ;  Nou  O.  J(2)]  be  R  ;  {^ere  W ;  f^erhy  OB. 

I  k.iu  W.  648.  Imokc  )pvn']  welcome  R. 

611.    M'lte  god]   God  wot  B.     ica- 


92  THE    TARDOXER    GOES    TO    FETCH    IlIS    BOX.  [rASS.  V. 

I  wil  go  fecclie  my  box  with  my  breuettcs  •  and  a  biille 
with  bisshopes  le^^res  !  " 
+  A  common         "  By  cryst,"  (^uud  a  comune  wo?Hman  •  "  jji  companye 

woman  says  she  -i  t  />  i 

will  follow  him.  wil  I  folwe, 

pow  shalt  sey  I  am  fi  sustre  •  I  ne  wot  Avhere  pei 
bicome."  651 

619.  ffo'}  COB  om.     fcccke']  fette  C.     bisshojfcs']  bisshope  C. 


PASS.  VI.]  THE    PEOrLE    ASK    PIERS    TO    GUIDE    THEM. 
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PASSUS  VI. 


Passus  Sextus. 


"  rphis  were  a  wikked  way  •  but  wlio-so  liadde  a  gyde 
-■-  That  wolde  folwen  vs  eche  a  fote ; "  •  fns  fis  folke 

he?/i  mened. 
Quatj  Perky n  pc  plouman  •  "bi  seynt  Peter  of  Eome, 
I  liaue  an  half  acre  to  erye  •  bi  jje  heighe  way  ;  4 

Hadde  I  eried  fiis  half  acre  •  and  sowen  it  after, 
I  [wolde]  Avendo  with  30W  •  and  ]>e  Avay  teche." 
^   "  jpis  were  a  longe  lettynge "   •  qtiod  a  lady  in  a 

sklayre, 
"  What  sholde  we  wo??zmen  •  worche  perc  whiles  1"     8 
IF  "  Somme  shal  sowo  [j)e]  sakke,"  qicod  Piers  •  "  for 

shedyng  of  pe  whete  ; 
And  9e,  lonely  ladyes  •  Avith  30ure  longe  fyngres, 
J?at  30  han  silke  and  sendal  •  to  sowe,  whan  tyme  is, 
Chesibles^for  chapelleynes  •  cherches  to  honoure.        12 
IT  Wyues  and  wydvves  •  woUe  &  flex  spynneth, 


74 

The  pilgrims  say 
that  they  need 
a  guide ; 


Piers  says  lie  will 
guide  tliein,  when 

[Fol.  2G.] 
he  has  ploughed 
his  half-acre. 


"  That  were  long 
to  wait,"  said  a 
lady  ;  "  and  what 
sliall  we  women 
do  meanwhile  ?  " 


Piers  tells  them 
to  sew  chaaubles, 


Title.  Pas.sus  Sextus  LOB;  C 
aJda,  de  visione ;  WR  add,  de  visione, 
vt  supra. 

3.   CB  omit. 

5.  e7'ied^  hered  R.  so)ve?i']  I-sowen 
R. 

C.   [_irolde  WOB]  wil  LR  ;  wyl  C. 

7.  a  (;>)]  retained  in  W  {but  omitted 
in   the    iirinted   edition').      sltlaijre^ 


Scleyre  W ;  slairc  C. 

8.  CB  omit.  \ere  mliiles\  so  in  R  ; 
Jje  whyles  0  ;  f^e  while  W. 

9.  shall  sehal  R;  sliul  WC ; 
shullen  B.  [>e  WGROB]  L  om. 
]>e  9vhete']  whete  CB. 

10.  ladyes']  lady  B. 

11.  hail]  haue  WRCB.  sendal] 
sandel  WC. 
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PIERS    TELLS    THEM    WHAT    TO    BE    DOIXG.  [I'ASS.  VL 


to  clothe  the 

ii;iked, 

!?5 


and  to  help  (he 
poor  hibourers. 


Maketli  cloth,  I  conseille  30W  •  and  keniieth  so  ^owrc 

clou3trc3 ; 
]?c  nccly  and  pe  naked  •  njanmeth  hede  how  hij  liggeth, 
And  casteth  hem  clothes  •  for  so  comanndeth  trenthe.   1 G 
For  I  shal  lene  hem  lyflode  •  bnt  ^if  ])g  londo  faille, 
riesshe  and  bred  bothe  •  to  riche  and  to  pore, 
As  longo  as  I  lyne  •  for  Jjo  lordcs  lone  of  heuene. 
IT  And  alio  manere  of  men  •  J)at  fiorw  mete  and  diynkc 

lybbetli,  20 

Helpith  hym  to  worchc  wi3tliche  •  pat  wynneth  ^owrc 

fode." 
A  icnisht  declares  ^f  "  Bi  crist,"  onod  a  knyjtc  bo  •  "he  kenneth  vs  be 

he  will  help  Piers  ^  ^^  j         r  i 

to  labour.  IjCSt  ; 

Ac  on  )3e  teme  trewly  •  tanjte  Avas  I  nenere. 
Ac  kenne  me,"  qiwd  pe  kny^te  •  "and,  bi  cryst,  I  Avil 
assay e  !  "  24 

Piers  says  he  will  «[  '<  j][  Roynt  Poulc,"  n?<rtd  Pcrkyn  •  "  jc  iirofrc  50W  so 

work  for  both,  if  .       '  " 

faivc, 
j)i\t  I  shal  swynke  and  swcte  •  and  sowe  for  vs  bothe, 
And  o])cr  laboures  do  for  pi  louc  •  al  my  lyf  tyine. 
In  couenau??t  put  J)OW  kcpc  '  holikirke  and  my-seluc  28 
Fro  -svastonres  and  fro  wykkcd  men   •  pat  pis  worlde 

struycth. 
^  And  go  huntc  hardiliche  •  to  hares  and  to  foxes, 
To  bores  and  to  brockes  ■  pat  brcketh  adown  myne 

hegges, 


the  knight  will 
guard  the  church 
from  wasters, 


and  hunt  hares 
and  foxes,  and 

7ii 


U.  Mah'thi  Make  C.  Jtcnncth  sn'] 
kcnncs  C  ;  kcnuy}?  B. 

15.  nymmcth']  takes  C.  hij  lifj- 
getli]  pG\  liggc)?  W;  l^cy  liggc  COB ; 
a  lyggetli  R. 

IG.  caaiiih']  castes  0.  li('m'\  liyni 
V\.  comanndcth'\  biddip  O  ;  com- 
aundc  C. 

17.  Icne]  so  in  LOB;  lenc  or  leiic 
TIC  ;  Icnen  or  leuen  Sprinted  Icvcn) 
W. 

19.  f-^]  oiiro  0. 

20.  h/hhrth']  lyues  C. 

L'l.   /A'/y;////]  Ilolpea  C,     vi/nnrih'] 


Wynnes  C. 

23.  Ac']  And  C.  tan>^tc'\  caught 
{so  7>ns)rritf(')i)  C. 

24.  A,;']  But  W;  And  C  hi  crijsl] 
COB  om. 

20.  sonui]  saw  C. 

27.  laho>ires'\  laboreros  B. 

25.  In  the  margin  o/O — l;c  lyuyng 
of  trewc  kny^tis.     my]  \)y  C. 

21). /to]  Cob  oni.  s^;v/yf^/t]  struefh 
R ;  strutlies  C ;  stroyen  0 ;  stroiejj 
B  ;  dcstru)  cjj  W. 

31.  b ruches']  bukkcs  R.  aflownj 
doun  W,     myne']  men  B. 


r.vss.  VI. 


riEUs'    ADVICK    TO    THE    KXIfillT.  95 


And  CO  affailc  be  fauconcs  '  wiklo  foulcs  to  killc  :       32  iuiuhe[\viiai 

"^  '  birils  with 

For  suclio   comcth   to   my   cvoft   •   and   croppetli   my  falcons. 

wliote." 
IT  Curteislich  f o  kny3tG  ]:annc  •  comscd  fisc  wordes, 
"Ey  my  power,  Piercs,"  q?wd  lie  •   "I  p]i3to  fe  my  Tiioimigiitsiaciiy 

consents. 

treutlie 
To  fulfille  J)is  forward  •  fowj  I  fi3te  sliolde  \  36 

Als  longc  as  I  lyue  •  I  shal  jje  mayntene." 
%  "  3e,  and  3it  a  poynt,"  q?<od  Picres  •   "I  preyc  30W  Piei-s fimher buis 

}iim  to  harm  no 
of  more  ;  tenant,  to  take  no 

Loke  36  tene  no  tcnaiuzt  •  but  treuthe  wil  assent.  ,,(,(„._ 

And   Jjowgli   30    moAve    amercy  he??i   •   late  mercy  be       [Foi.2fii,.] 

taxoure,  40 

And  mekenesse  \\  mayster  •  maugrc  medes  cliekes, 
And  fowgb.  pore  men  profrc  30W  •  presentis  and  3iftis, 
lN"ym  it  nau3te,  an  auenture  •  30  mowe  it  nau^te  dcserne  ; 
For  fow  slialt  3elde  it  a3ein  •  at  one  3eres  ende,  44 

In  a  ful  penllous  place  •  pnrgatorie  it  hatte. 
IT  And  mysbede  noujte  \x  bondc-men  •  \q  better  may  to  injnio  no 

^  laboiirer, 

J)OW  spede  ; 
)5o\vgh  he  be  fyii  vnderlynge  here  •  wel  may  happe  in 

heuene, 
)3at  he  worth  worthier  sett(^  •  and  with  more  blisso,     48 
[)3an  J30W,  hot  \aw.  do  bette  •  And  lyue  as  pow  shulde  ;] 

Amice,  aSCende  SUperillS.  t  remembcrins? 

_,.-  ,  T'l  TIT  iji  •'''*'  ''^"''i  Lnke 

For  m  charnel  atte  chircho  •  cherles  ben.  yuel  to  knowe,  xiv.  lo; 
Or  a  kni3te  fram  a  knaue  jjero  •  knowe  fis  in  jjin  herte. 

32.  f/fl']  so  W.     \>c^  V^  WR ;  ]>j  C.  40.    AjuT]    COB   om.      honde-men} 
fonlci<\   foweles  W;  bestis  0.  bonde-man  R.     may']  mayst  OB. 

33.  suclie']   swiche  \VR ;  swilcc  C.  47.  hajjpc]   happen  B. 

34.  pise']  hise  0.  48.  worth— sctte]  worthier  sit  CO ; 

37.  Als]  Al-so  B ;  As  CR.  wor^ere  sitte)?  B. 

38.  3^']  3heO;  300  B.     a']   Com.  49.  'LWRO  omit.      Copied  from  C; 

39.  Loliv]  Lokijj  fjat  B.  found  also  in  BC2,  a)id  in  Crowley's 

40.  hen]   men  R  ;  CB  oh?..  text.     In  CBC2  it  is  ivronghj  2>laced 

41.  \ii]  J:e  CB ;   30ure  R.     modes]  after   the   Latin   quotation ;    rightly 
mede  R.  placed  in  Crowley,  shvlde]  sholdust  B. 

43.  iVyj/t]  Nemejj  B.     an  auenture]         iJO.  charnel]   a  chaiiel  (!)  R.     atte] 
in  aduenture  B.     y]   ]povi  R.  at  WR ;  and  in  CB.   cherles]  clerkes  R. 

45.  hatte]  hatteth  RB.  51.  \iere]  COBo??i,' 


96  PIERS    PREPARES    TO    SOW    HIS    HALF-ACRE.  [PASS.   VI. 

to  be  true  of         And  pat  po^Y  be  trewe  of  pi  toiige  •  and  tales  ]?at  Jjow 

tongue,  ^ 

liatie,  52 

But  if  J)ei  ben  of  wisdome  or  of  witte  •  Jii  werkmen  to 
cliaste. 
and  to  avoid         Holde  witli  iionc  liarlotes  •  ne  liere  nou3te  her  tales, 
And  nameliclie  atte  mete  •  suclie  men  eschue  ; 
For  it  ben  pa   deueles  disourcs    •   I  do   pe  to  vnder- 
stande."  oG 

The  knight  again  H  "  I  assente,  bi  scyiit  lame  "  •  scyde  fie  kni3te  |)anno, 
"Forte  worchebi  \>i  wordes  •  Jie  while  my  lyf  dureth." 
77  IT  "And  I  shal  appaKiille^me,"  quod  Pe/-kyn  •   "in 

pilgrimes  Avise, 
And  wende  with  30AV  I  wil  •  til  we  fynde  treuthe  ;     GO 
Piers  [+  says  he     51  And  cast  on  me  my  clothes  •  yc-louted  and  hole, 
so,  and  take  witii    ^^J  cokercs  and  my  coffes  •  for  colde  of  my  nailles, 

him  com  to  sow,        »       i    i  i  ,  t     i  •  j     i  p 

And  liange  myn  iiopcr  at  myn  hals   •  m   stede   ol  a 

scrippe ; 
A  bnsshel  of  bredeorne  •  brynge  me  ]3cr-inne  ;  G4; 

For  I  wil  sowe  it  my-self  •  and  sitthenes  wil  I  wentle 
To  pylgrymage  as  palmers  don  •  pardon?^  forto  haue. 
pi-omisin;,' that      ^  Ac  who  SO  lielpeth  me  to  erie  •  or  so^^'en  here  ar  I 

all  who  helj)  him 

shall  have  [+  leave  Weildc, 

ii.arvest,  Slial  hauc  leue,  bi  owre  lorde  •  to  lese  here  in  heruest,  G8 

And    make   hem   mery  Jjere-mydde   •    maugrc  Avho-so 
bigruccheth  it. 

52.  pat  )irt?i']  COB  om.     )?i]  R  om.  clowtcde  B.     Iiolc^  I-hole  I\. 
talcs— hafic^]okc  ]:!0\v  ta,\iis,ha.tye  CO;         G2.  cafes'}   ciiffes  CRO  ;  cuffus  B. 
Joke  talis  Jrat  ]>o\v  hate  B.  C3.    1ioj)er']    glossed   in   OC2 — i.  a 

53.  >(■■/■]    it  COB.     of  (1)]    C  om.  seed  leep.     a]  ^e  B. 

rt/'(2)]  COB  o»/.    t'ZiflAf^']  chastie  CIl;  05.    sowif]    saw    C.      and'\    B   ovi. 

cliastise  OB.  sitthenes']    sij^enes    W;    syttheu    1>  ; 

54.  witli]  nan^t  with  R.  sifjcn  C ;  scjjcn  B. 

55.  rt/^rO  ntK' WCR;  atO;  at^iB.  GO.  To]   On  B.     for]   0  om. 

50.  it  hen]  it  betli  R.     \c  (1)]   >o  07.    Ac']   And  WCB.     or]  and  W, 

B.     viidcrstaiidc]  vnderstone  C.  here']  CQ  om.     fl?']erWCOB;  ere  R. 

57.  xci/de—kiii^tc]  j^e  l<ny}t  sayde  08.   lese  here]  hicche  her  C ;  lacche 

COB.  hire  OB. 

.^9.    Ill  margin  of  0  — How   peers  09.  Attd]  Ac  B.     hem']   QOV>  om.  ; 

Rool?  on  pil|:,'/(,inaf?e.     And]  COB  om.  liym    R.       pere-mgdde]    };er-with    C. 

01.  wc]WCOV>om.    cast — clothes]  bigruccheth  it]  grucchcs  C  ;  grucchijj 

on  my  clo|us  caste  B.    ycloutrd]  boj^e  O ;  grucche  B  ;  it  be-gniccho  R. 


riKRS    MAIvKS    HIS    WILL    AND    TESTAMENT. 


97 


and  that  lie  will 
find  all  their  food, 

except  Jack  the 
juggler,  and 
Janet  of  the 
Btews,  and 
Kobin  the  tale- 
teller, a  worthless 
set. 


H  Anil  alkyn  craftxii^eii  '  j'^t  konne  lyuen  in  treuthe, 

I  slial  fynclen  hem  fode  •  J)at  fcitlifulliclie  libbetli. 

IT  Saue_Iakke  fe  iogelourc  ■  and  lonet  of  pe  stues,     72 

And  dan^'-el  pe  dys-playere  •  and  denote  pe  baude, 

And  frerejic  faytoure  J_and  folke  of  his  ordre, 

And  Eobyn  fie  Rybaiidouir  •  for  his  rusty  wordes. 

Treuthe  tolde  me  ones  •  and  bad  me  tellen  it  after,     7G 

Deleantur  de  llhro  viuentlum  •  I  shulde  nou^te  dele  Psaim  ixvUi.  29. 

with  hem  ; 
For  liolicherche  is  bote  of  hem  •  no  tythe  to  rake, 

Quia  cum  iustis  non  scrihantur  ; 
Tliey   ben    ascaped   good   auent?«'e    *    now   god    hem 

amende  !" 
^  Dame  worche-whan-tyme-is  •  Pieres  wyf  hi5tc,        SO 
His  doujter  hi3te  do-ri3te-so-  .  or-]3i-dame-shal-])e-bete. 
His  sone  hi;te  suffre-])i-souereynes-"  to-hauen-her-wille- 
Deme-hem-nou3te-for-  if  -  J)Ow-doste-  •  fow-  shalt-it  -  dcrc- 

abugge. 
"  Late  god  y  worth  Avith  al  •  for  so  his  worde  techoth  ;  84 
^  For  now  I  am  olde  and  bore  •  and  haue  of  myn  owen, 
To  penaunce  and  to  pilgrimage*  I  wil  passe  with  piseother. 
For-|)i  I  wil,  or  I  wende  •  do  wryte  my  biqueste. 
Injlei  nomine,  amen  •  I  make  it  my-seluen.  88 

He  shal  haue  my  soule  •  pat  best  hath  yserued  it, 
And  fro  Jje  fende  it  defende  •  for  so  I  bileue, 
Til  I  come  to  his  acountes  •  as  my  credo  me  telle th, 


[Fol.  27.] 


Piers'  wife  is 
named  Work- 
when-time-is,  his 
daughter  is  Do- 
as-you-are-bid, 
and  his  son  is 
Obey-j'our-kin^'. 


Piers  says  he  is 
old,  and  must 
make  his  will. 


Tub  testament. 
"  1  bequeath  my 
soul  to  Him  that 
best  deserves  it, 


70.  alhjiq  alle  kynne  WOR. 

71.  lihhcth~\  lyuees  C. 

72.  lahlio"^  Iftgge  W.     stues]  stuw'es 
W ;  stewes  C  ;  stiiies  R ;   styiiehous  B. 

73.  di/s-plai/ere']  dees-pleyere  WCO. 
denote']  Enote  CB  ;  euot  0. 

7-i.  his]   hire  W.     B  7tas — And  );e 
frere  faytour  •  v/xp  al  his  hool  ordre. 

76.  it]   hit  for}?  B. 

77.  I — hem^   CB  om. 

78.  hote]  hoten  O.     take]   aske  R. 
Quia]  so  in  W  ;  7nisjf)-inted  Qui. 

79.  7io)v]   but  O  ;  WCB  om.. 

80.  ivoreJir]  werche  wel  B. 


82.  souereyncs]  suffcreignes  C. 
to]  RO  om. 

83.  doste]  do  CB.  if]  ful  O ;  is  C. 
ahufjge]  a-bygge  C;  abiegge  B. 

84.  CB  omit,     so]   O  om. 
8G.  to]  CO  om. 

87,  or]  ei"  WCOB ;  ar  R.  biqueste] 
queste  R. 

88,  89.     In — soule]  one  line  in  R. 

89,  90.  pat  best,  4'e.]  one  line  in 
R.  yserued]  dese?'ued  W.  it  defende 
—  bileue]  I-keped  it  R. 

91.  credo  me]  crede  R. 


98  MANY    SET    TO    WORK    IN    EARNEST.  [PASS.   VI. 

To  liaue  a  relees  and  a  remission?*  •  on  j)at  rental  I 

leue.  92 

and  my  body  to     ^    pe  kirkc   slial   Iiauc   my  caroignc   •  and  kepe   my 

the  church,  tliat 

takes  titlie  of  my  bOnCS  ; 


corn. 


For  of  my  cornc  and  catel  *  lie  craned  ]?e  tytlie. 

I  payed  it  liym  p?'(3stly  •  for  pe^il  of  my  soule, 
S'9  For-tliy  is    he  liolden,   I   hope    •  to   hane  me   in  his 

masse,  9G 

And  mengen  in  his  meniorye  •  amonge  alle  crystenc. 
My  wife  siiaii        ^  JVfy  wyf  shal  haiic  of  bat  I  Aran  •  with  trenthe  and 

have  my  lawful 

winning's,  for  my  noniore, 

And  dele  amonge  my  dou^tres  •  and  my  dcre  children. 
For  Jjowghe  I  deye  to-daye  "  my  dettes  ar  qnitte,      100 
I  bare  home  fat  I  horwed  •  ar  I  to  bedde  ^ede. 
With  the  residue   ^  And  Avitli  pc  residue  and  j^e  remcnauntc  *  hi  Jjc  Eode 

will  I  worship 

Truth,  and  be  of  LukcS  ! 

I  wil  worschip  jjer-with  •  treuthe  hi  my  l^^ie, 

And  hen  his  pilgryme  atte  ploAv   *  for   pore  mennes 

sake.  104 

My  plow-fote  shal  he  my  pyk-staf  •  and  picchc  atwo 

J?e  rotes, 
And  hclpe  my  culter  to  kerne  •  and  dense  jje  forwcs." 
pierfiandtho        ^  ISTow  is  pcrkyn  and  his   pilgrymes   •  to    be   plowe 

Iiilfjriiiis  set  ahout 

l>loUf!hiiicr,  and  farcn  J 

many  workmen       m--ii  iii  i  r\r> 

help  him.  io  cric  J)is  luiluc  acTC  '  liolpyn  hym  manye.  108 

Dikeres  &  delueres  •  digged  vp  po  halkes ; 
Jjere-Avith  was  perkyn  apayed  •  and  prcyscd  hem  faste. 
Other  werkemcn  pere  were  •  fat  wrou3ten  ful  3erne, 

02.  a  (2)]  0  (m.     leuc'\   bileuo  CB.  104^.  atfe']  at  J^e  RB  ;  at  CO. 

i)i5.  caroignc]    cariogneC;  carayuo  \0o.  2>^ow-futi']  plougliwes  foot  B; 

RB.  plow-potc   K ;    plow-foot   \VG.     pyk- 

94.  he]  sho  \VB.     \)e']  K  om.  »tof]   pikid  staf  B.     and — rotfx'\   to 

95.  Injm']  ful  W  ;  lieiii  B.  picchc  a-two  rotis  B.     atwo]  at  B. 

99.  c/uW/r«]childrcsK;  chiklerncC.  107.  Zi/.t]  liise  WC  ;  jjcse  11. 

100.  deyc^   deyede   11.       dcilrs —  108.  \rh]  ,wwiW;  misjfr inted  hii^. 
qvittv]    dctto    i3    I-quitcd  11;    dettes     /t,v//;y?i]  );er  hclpen  B. 

arc  quyto  W.  109.    digged]    diggcs    C.      halites] 

101.  flr]  erWCOB.  Laukys  B. 

102.  and:]  ofCB.  111.  yrnc'\  faste  C. 


PASS.   VI.]  SOME    SHIRK    WORK,   AND    FEIGN    BLINDNESS.  99 

Eche  man  iu  his  manere  •  made  hym-self  to  done,     112 

And  some  to  plcse  perkyn  •  piked  vp  fie  wedes. 

IT  At  heiglie  pryme  peres  •  lute  fe  plowe  stonde,  At  higii  prime 

Piers  looked  at 

To  ouersen  hem  liyni-self  •  and  wlio-so  best  -wrou^te,  [Foi.  27  &.] 

wliat  tlie  work- 
He  snulde  be  huyred   ber-aiter   •  whan   hcruost-tyme  80 

men  liail  tlone. 

come.  1 1 G 

IT  And  ]?annc  seten  so??ime  •  and  songen  atte  nale,  cut  some  helped 

.  '  .   ,  ■,, .      him  only  by 

And  hulpen  erie  his  half  acre  •  with  "how!   trolli-  drinking  and 

lolli!" 
H   "  iSTow,  bi  J)o  pe?'il  of  my  soulc  ! "  quod  Picres  '  al 

in  pure  tene, 
"  But  30  arise  Jjc  rather  •  and  rape  30 w  to  worche,    120  uu  Piers 

r,T     ^  ■     ,  ji  T     1  ,1  threatened  tlieni 

bhal  no  greyne  pat  groweth  •  glade  30W  at  node  ;  with  famine. 

And  J^ough  30  deye  for  dole  •  fe  deuel  haue  ]jat  rec- 

cheth  !  " 
^  Tho  were  faitoures  aferde  •  and  feyned  hem  blynde,    Then  tiie  shirkers 
So;?nne  leyde  here  legges  aliri  •  as  suche  loseles  connetli,  ijUnd,  or  lame, 
And  made  her  mone  to  pieres  •  and  preyde  hym  of 

g7-ace :  125 

"  For  we   hauo   no    lymes   to   laboure  with   •    lorde, 

y-graced  be  36 ! 
^  Ac  we  preye  for  30W  pieres   •  and  for  jowre  plow  and  said  aii  they 

^       .  could  do  was  to 

DOtne,  pray  for  him, 

)?at  god  of  his  grace  •  3owre  grayne  multiplye,  128 

And  3elde  30W  of  30wre  almesse  •  fat  3e  3iuc  vs  liere ; 

For  we  may  nou3te  swynkc  ne  swete  •  suche  sikenesse  since  they  could 

not  work. 

vs  eyleth. 

112.  Eclie']  Elke  C.  recchcs  C  ;  recche  R. 

115.  Tu']  And  3eed  to  E.     and^   B  123.  Tho]  TwoC.  aferde]  a,kre(\^y . 
om.                                                                     124.    allri]    a-liry  W;    a-lyiye  C 

116.  He]  For  he  B.  conneth]  knoues  C. 

117.  atte  nale]  at  \>g  nale  ROD  ;  at         120.  y-grared]  graced  R  ;  graceful 
\>(i  ale  R.  B.     3^-]   [^e  W. 

118.  hnljK'n]    holpen   WCOB ;    ho  127.  Ac  kc]   And    C.    for  (2)]    O 
helpen  R,     erle]  herie  C  ;  ere  W  ;  to  om. 

erye  RB.     his]  J^is  W.     hom]  hey  O.  120.    of]    for   W.      wwrc]    0   om. 

122.    dcyii]   deyede  R.     dole]  doel  almesse]  almose  C. 
W  ;    deul    R;    deel    0;    defaute    B.  130.  novifc]  neifjer  B.     eijleth]   G 

have]      hym     haue     B.       recchcth]  om. ;  ayletli  11. 


100  PIERS    TELLS    THE    IDLERS    OF    THEIR    DUTY.  [PASS.   VI. 

"I  shall  60011  find  H  "  If  it  be  soth,"  c[}iod  pieres,  "j?at  30  seyne  •  I  shal 

out  if  what  you 

say  is  true,"  said  it  SOne  asspye  ! 

'*"■  ^e  ben  Avastourcs,  I  wote  wel  •  and  treuthe  Avote  fe 

sothe !  132 

81  And  I  am  his  olde  hyne  •  and  lii3te  hyra  to  warne 

Which  Jjei  were  in  pis  worlde  •  his  werkemen  appeyred. 
^  3e  Avasten  pat  men  Avynnen   •   with  trauaille  and 
with  tene, 
"Truth shaiiteaA  Ac  treuthe  shal  teche  30W  •  his  teme  to  dryue,  13G 

you  to  drive  his 

team ;  Or  3e  shal  ete  barly  bred  •  and  of  pe  broke  drynke. 

rea\iyrmd''i°wm  ^^^^  if  hc  be  blynde  [or]  broke-legged  •  or  bolted  with 

^^'P-  yrnes, 

He  shal  ete  whete  bred  •  and  drynke  Avith  my-selue, 
Tyl  god  of  his  goodnesse  •  amendement  hym  sonde.   1-40 

1 7ou  migiit  do     Ac  3C  niyjte  tranaille  as  treuthe  Avolde  ■  and  take  mute 

Goinetliiiig  to  „    , 

earn  money,  <-^  nuyre 

To  kepe  kyne  in  Jje  feldc  •  pe  corne  fro  pe  bestes, 
Dikeii  or  deluen  ■  or  dyngen  vppou  sheues. 
Or  helpe  make  morter  •  or  here  mukke  a-felde.  1 44 

t  but  you  live  by    ^  In  lecherye  and  in  losengerye  •  30  lyuen,  and  in 

lying  and  in 

sloth.  sleuth  e, 

And  al  Ls  porAv  sufTrance  •  fat  A'cniau??ce  30AA'  ne  taketh. 
Anchorites  and      ^  Ac    aiicres  and  h(?/'emytes  ■  J^at  eten  [iio3t]  but  at 

hennits  I  will 

feed,  but  only  nOIlCS, 

And  namore  er  morAve  •  mync  almesse  shul  Jjei  haue, 
And  of  my  catel  to  cope  hem  AA'ith  •  J)at  han  cloistres 
and  cherches.  149 

t  But  Robert        Ac  robcrt  renno-aboute  •  shal  noAV3te  haue  of  mync, 

131.  jy  t^]  If  j^is  CB.     \^at — sri/7ic'\         143.  dyngen  vj)])^))']  picchen  vp  B. 
CB  om.     In  margin   of  0 — Of  ydcl         H-t.  malte]  to  make  B. 
bcggers.  145.  in  (2)]    COB  om.      y.  ly'vcn'] 

132.  3c]  fjoR.  wote(2y]  wot  wel  R.  lyiie  R. 

131.    his]    t^at  his   B.     aj}j>cp-cd]         147.  Ac]  A3  C.    [«fl3i^  WCOB]  LR 

upayreth  R.  omit. 

13.5.  with  (2)]   COB  o?n.  148.  er]   er  J;c  AV. 

138.  lor  WCROB]  and  L.  149.    0/  wy]     COB   om-.  ;    of    W. 

139.  n'hcfr']  swctc  O.  cojjc"]    kepe    W.      and    chcrchex]    \n 
142.  Zy«y]  kycne  C;  ken  R    kyen  kurkes  R. 

Wl? ;  kijii  (). 


PASS.   VI. J  ONE    OF    THE    [DLERS    IS    COXTUMACIOUS.  101 

!N^e  j)osteles,  but  pey  -prechc  conne  •  and  haue  powere  Run-abont  shall 

have  nothing. 

of  po  Lisscnop ; 
They  slial  haue  payne  and  potage  ■  and  make  hem-self       LF-jI-  28-3 

at  ese,  152 

For  it  is  an__ vnresonaljlc.  Beligio.un  •  J>at   hath  ri3te 

nou3te  of  certeyne." 
^  And  jjanue  gan  a  wastoure  to  wrath  hym  •  and  ■\volde  Then  the  wasters 

•,  c        ,  ~  began  to  resist, 

haue  yiOU3te,  and  one  of  them 

A3   ,      Tt-  1         1  1  rii-i  threatened  Piers, 

nd  to  i'leres  pe  plowman  •  he  prolered  m.=  gloue  ; 

A  Erytonere,  a  braggere  •  a-bosted  pieres  als,  156 

And  bad  hym  go  pissen  with  his  plow  •  for-pyned 

schreAve  ! 

"  Wiltow  or  ncltow  •  we  wil  haue  owre  wiUe,  855 

Of  pi  fio  wre  and  of  jji  flessche  •  fecche  whan  vs  liketh, 

Ajid  make  vs  myrie  fier-myde  •  maugre  fi  chekes  !  "  IGO 

^  Thanne  Pieres  pe  plowman   •   pleyned_hym  to   be  wiio  prayed  the 

knight  to  keep  his 
knyjte,  promise. 

To  kepe  hym.,  as  coueuaunte  was  •  fram  cursed  shreAves, 
And  fro  Jiis  wastoures  wolueskynnes  ■  jjat  maketh  J^e 

worlde  dere  : 
"  For  J)o  Avaste  and  W3uinen   nou3te  •  and   fat  like 

while  164 

Worth  neuere  plente  amonge  pe  poeple  •  fer-while  my 

plow  liggeth." 
^  Curteisly  pe  kny3te  jjanne  •  as  his  kynde  wolde,  The  knight 

Warned  Avastoure  '  and  Avissed  hym  bettere,  them.^^^"^^ 

"  Or  JJOAV  shalt  abugge  by  fe  lavve  •  by  pe  ordre  jjat  I 

bere!"  168 

151.  Jiaue']  3ut  haue  E.  ICO.  J^er-wyrZe]  J^er-with  CB. 

152.  hem-self]  hem  COB,  161.  f^c]  0  om. 

153.  ri^te — of]  no  thyng  in  COB.  163.    molitcshjancs]    wolf  skynnea 

154.  And]    COB  om.     a]    W   om.  CO ;  of  wolues  kynne  B,     ])e]   Y\s,  R. 
to]   CB  om.  104:.  ]pat]  B  om. 

155.  ]pe]  0  om.     he]  0  om.  165.     |:e]     R    om.      ^cr-whilo]    ]pe 

156.  Brijtonere]  Bretoner  WRB,  while  WROB,    liggeth]  lie)?  B ;  legges 

157.  with]  on  R.  C. 

158.  Wlltom — neltom]   wil   {jow  or  166.  as]  C  om. 
nellefjowR;  wilt  {jt/u  or  nylt  {^ou  O.            167,  hettere]   Jje  better  0. 

159.  Of]     And    of    R.      feccJtc]  168.  ffi(^<///t;J  abigge  WCO;  abiegge 
facche  C  ;  fette  hit  B.                                  B.     %(!)]'  with  R. 


102  riEUS    GETS    nUXGER    TO    PUNISH    IIIM.  [PASS.   VI. 

But  one  of  them     IT  "  I  w.is  nou3t  woiit  to  "worclie,"  quod  wastoui'  •  "and 

cared  nothing  for  -it  i    ^  •  in 

Piers  or  the  now  wil  I  nou3t  bigyniie  !    — 

til'rcatenwi  them.   And  lete  li3te  of  ])e  lawe  •  and  lasse  of  pe  knyjte, 
And  settc  Pieres  at  a  pees  •  and  liis  plow  botlie. 
And  nianaced  piei'es  and  his  men  •  3if  jjci  mette  effc 
sone.  172 

Piers  swears  he     51  "  Now,  by  \)G  peril  of  my  sonic  ! "  qiiod  pieres  •  "  I 

will  punish  them 

yet,  and  calls  in  shal  apcyrC  3OW  allc  !  " 

And  liouped  after  hunger  ■  pat  herd  hym  atte  firstc  : 
"  A-Avreke  me  of  })ise  wastoiires,"  quod  he  •   "  Jjat  fis 
worlde  schendeth  ! " 
Hunger  caught      U  Hunger  in  liaste  po  •  lient  wastour  hi  pe  mawe,     176 
83    '  And  wronge  hym  so  hi  be  wombe  •  bat  bothe  his  cyen 

wning  and 

buflfeted  him  so,  Avattered  ; 

He  buffeted  pG  Britoner  •  aboute  pe  chekes, 

J?at  he  loked  like  a  lanterns  '  al  his  lyf  after. 

He  bette  hem  so  bothe  "die  barste  nere  here  guttes  ;  180 

that  Piers  had  to   N"e  hadde  Pieres  Avith  a  pese-lof  •  preyed  hunger  to 

interfere,  and 

[t  pray  Hunger  ceSSe, 

0  cease.  They  hadde  ben  doluen  bothe  •  ne  deme  Jjoav  non  other. 

"  Suffre  hem  lyue,"  he  seyde  •  "  and  lete  hem  ete  Avith 

hogges, 
Or  elles  benes  and  bren  •  ybaken  togideres,  184 

Or  elles  melke  and  menc  ale  "  •  J)us  preyed  pieres  for 
hem. 
Then  tho  shirkera  ^  Faitoures  for  fcre  hcr-of  •  floAvcn  in-to  bernes, 

flew  to  the  barns       »       i     i  •   i     n       t 

to  thrash;  Aud  ilapten  on  Avith  flayles  •  frain  morAvo  tu  cuen, 

169.    «."«.«]    nas  0.     n'onf]    woned  179.  after']  tyme  B. 

B;\voncR.    wil— nou]t']  I  ny\  COW.  ISO.  zie]  loathe  B.    barste']  hrnstC. 

171.  pees]    pese  WCKCB.    2^f'»"]         ^81.  lof]  loofWO;  late  C  ;  lofe  K. 
plowlit  C.  to  cesse]  sese  R. 

172.  manaeed]  manscyd  R.  182.     bothe]     "W     cdi.       no — \ion-] 

173.  Now]  R  am.  wilnc  Jjou  B. 

175.     schendeth]      sclienclen      11  ;  183.  li/ue]  to  lyue  B.     a /id]  B  om. 

Bhcndes  C.  184.    and]    an   C;    or   W.       bren] 

17G.  {?«]  jjan  B.     «/fl.wc]  wonilie  W.  bran  COB. 

177.  And]    And    he    B.      bothe —  IS^>.  menr]  meyncROB ;  moyiiyeC. 
ivnttrred]  al  watcrrcd  his  cyjes  R.  180.  her-of]  })er-of  COB.  into']  in  R. 

178.  Britoner]  Brotoiier  "WRB.  187./«j>^w]  llappcd  C;  nappidcn  B. 


PASS.  VI.]  ALL    ARE    MADK    TO    EARN    THEIR  LIVING.  103 

That   hunger  Avas    110113!   so    hardy    ■   on   hem  for  to 
lokc,  188 

For  a  potful  of  peses  •  fat  peres  hadde  ymakcd. 
An  heepof  hereniitcs  •  henten  hem  spades,  [FoI.  28  b.] 

.  '  Hermits  seized 

And  ketten  here  cojjcs  •  and  courtpies  hem  made,  spiuies  and  dug. 

And   Aventen    as   -wcrkcmen   •   with   spades    and  witli 
schoueles,  1.92 

And  doliien  and  dykeden  •  to  dryue  aweye  hunger. 
IT  Blynd'e  and/bedredon  •  were  botcned  a  jjousande,         tiio  wind, 

.  ,     ,     ,      .  bedridden,  and 

pat  seten  to  begge  syluer  •  sone  were  jjci  heied.  lame  received 

For  fat  was  bake  for  bayardc   •  was  bote  for  many 
hungry,  19G 

[8-1:1 

And  many  a  beggere  for  benes  •  buxome  was  to  swynke,  t  Many  beggars 

Bet  to  work 

And  eche  a  pore  man  wel  apaycd  •  to  haue  pcscn  for  willingly, 

his  huyre, 
And  what  pieres  preyed  hem  to  do  •  as  prest  as  a  sper- 

liauke.  199 

And  jjere-of  was  peres  proude  •  and  put  hem  to  werkc,    for  which  Piers 
And  3af  hem  mete  as  he  my3tc  afortli  •  and  mesurable 

huyre. 
IT  ]3anne  had(le  peres  pite  ■  and  preyed  hunger  to  wende  Then  iiad  Piers 
Home  in-to  his  owne  erde  *  and  holden  hym  fere.  they' wiii  do  iu 

„         _  .  ^  „  .    when  Hunger 

"ror  i  am  wel  awroke  now  •  01  wastoures,  forw  fi  departs, 

my3te.  204 

Ac  I  preye  f  e,  ar  f  ow  passe  "  •  quod  Pieres  to  hunger, 
"  Of  beggeres  and  of  l^idderes  •  what  best  be  [to]  done  1 

188.  so]  E  om.    for  to]  fort  B.  19G.  ?jotefoT'\  bote  to  K. 

180.    ^;c,s^s]    peseii    O ;  pisen     B ;  197.    ff]    CO   oni.     hiia-ome']    fayne 

pese  C.  E.     ivas']  were  B. 

190.  An']  And  C.  198.  ceJuq  elke  C.     aj>ai/ed]  payed 

191.  J^cfte/i]    kutten    CB;    kitten     CO.     /t/.s-]  her  0. 

WO.      (■flj)c.<<']    capes    C.       conrfpies]  199.  to']   for  to  E.     na  (1)]  also  B. 

curtepies  B  ;    curtbyes  CO ;  curtebies         200.  peres]  pieris  so  B. 

E.     made]  maked  W.  201.  mcsnrable]   resou?i.able  O. 

192.  with  (2)]  COB  07JI.  203.  in-to]    vn-to  W.     cnic]    er|.e 

193.  do7Me»r\  dolueden  O.  COB;  yerd  W. 

194.  hedreden]  bedrede  B ;  bedered         204.  noiv]  W  om. 

O.     hotcncd]  botoned  C;  bootned  W.  205.  <zr]er\VO;  or  CB.  to]  {rotoB. 

195.  ]pat]   And   C.     setcib  to]    re-         20(5.    nnd^    O   om.      of]     CB    om. 
pcated  in  L,  b>/  miatahc.  he]   is  E.      [to  WCEOB]  L  oin. 


101  BEGGARS    OUGHT    TO    HAVE    ONLY    COARSE    FOOD.       [PASS.  VI. 

For  I  Avote  wel,  be  Jjow  went  •  ]>ei  Avil  worclie  ful  ille ; 
though  they  aro     For  myscliief  it  maketli  •  pei  betli  so  meke  noutlie,  208 
And  for  defaute  of  lier  fodc  *  ]?is  folke  is  at  my  wille. 


now. 


j?ey  are  my  blody  brethereu,"  q^icod  pieres  •   "  for  god 

boii3te  vs  alle  ; 
Treutlie  taujte  me  ones  •  to  loiiye  hem  ychon'e, 
And  to  lielpen  hem  of  alle  finge  •  ay  as  hem  nedeth. 
So  he  asks  And  now  wolde  I  witen  of  pe  •  what  were  Jse  best,    213 

him  advice.  An[d]  liow  I  mv^te  aniaistricn  hem  •  and  make  hem  to 

worche." 
Huiifjcr  tells  him  ^    "  Here_now,"  q/iod   hunger   •  "  and  holde  it  fur  a 

to  feed  the  able- 
bodied  beggars  Avisdome : 
with  horses'  bread    i-,iii  ii-  ,j.  i  iii- 

and  beans,  Dolde  beggeres   and    bigge    •   pat   mowe   licr   bred    bi- 

swynke,  2 1 G 

"With  houndes  bred  and  hors  bred  •  holde  vp  her  hcrtis, 
Abate  hgm3yith  benes  •  for  bollyng  of  her  wombe  ; 

and  to  make  them  And  jif  ])(i  gomes  grucchc  "  biddc  hem  go  swynke, 

And  he  slial  soupe  swettere  ■  whan  he  it  hath  deseruid. 

Men  who  have       ^  xind  if  |jow  fyudc  any  fr  eke  •  fat  fortune  liath  ap- 

been  unfortunate  o.ti 

should  1,0  com-  peyred,  ^  ^  1 

Or  any  maner  fals  men  •  fonde  fOAv  ?uche  to  enowe ; 
Conforte  [hem]  with  fi  catel  •  for  crystes  loue  of  lieuene, 
Loue  liem  and  lene  hem  •  so  lawe  of  god  techeth  : — 

t  fiai.  vi.  2.  Alter  alterius  onera  2Jorfate. 

The  needy  and  .in  n  v    i   i.  t.  noK 

naked  should  be     Aud  alle  maner  of  men  •  fat  \>ow  my^ie  asspye,        225 
money.  That  uedy  ben,  and  nau3(y  •  belpe  hem  with  pi  gndi.s, 

207.  71-11  n-oir lie']  wolen  do  0.  221.  And]  Ac  R.    forf/nie'jdihhi^d 

210.  \>C7/  are]   It  aren  R;  And  ^it  E. 

)?ei   am    6.       hrethcrcti]    brether    C.  222,  223.  CB  omit, 

for]   &  H.  222.  fah]  fawti  ().     cnon-t^  kuowc 

214.  And]  AnL:  hut  marlicd  for  WHO. 

correction,  amaistrien]  aiiiaystrien  11 ;  223.   \Jicm  PiO]  liym  LW. 

a-niaistren  W;  a-niastrie  O;  maistre  224.    Lour]    Hire  B.       hem]   liym 

B;  inaistcr  C.  CB  {in  Voth  places),     so — god]  for  so 

21.">.  Here]  I  here  II ;  Here  me  B.  j^c    lawe    COB.       onrrci]     honora    B 

218.  &('W///(/7]  bolnyng  CB.     nomhe]  ])ort(xte]    so   in    W,    but    '>iii.y>riufcil 

woinbcs  W.  portare. 

210.     \!C—grucche]      )?ey     grucche  225.  of]    RB   oni,.     ];at]    CO    om. 

{.niiiio  COB.     ffo]  go  and  11.  my^te]  niy^tist  O. 


20. 


11  omits.  220.  nauyi/]  nojt  han  B. 


PASS.  VI.]  THE    BIBLE    RErUOVES    IDLENESS.  105 

Loue  hem  and  lakke  hem  noujte  •   late  god  take  Jjc 

veniaunce ; 
Thcigh  pGi  done  yuel  •  late  Jjow  god  [y-worfe]  : —    228 

Miclii  vindidam,  Sf  ego  retrihuam.  t  uom.  xii.  lo. 

And  if  J50W  wil[t]  be  graciouse  to  god  •  do  as  fe  gospel        [FoI.  29.] 

teclieth, 
And  [bilone]  fe  amonges  Ioav  men  •  so  shaltow  lacclie 

grace, 

Faclfc  vohis  amicos  de  mmnona  iniquitaiis.'"  Luke  xvi.  9. 

^  "I  wolde  noint  greue  god,"  quod  piers  •  "for  al  be  Piers  wants  to 

know  if  it  is  right 
good  on  grOUnde  ;  to  make  men 

work. 

INIijte   I  synnelees  do   as   poyv  seist  1 "   •  seydc  pieres  8tt 

fanne.  232 

^   "  3e,  I  biliote  be,"  q«od  Imngcr  •  "or  ellis  be  bible  Hunger  refers 

him  to  Gen.  ill. 

lieth ;  I'J ; 

Go  to  Genesis  Ipa  gyaunt  •  Jje  engendroure  of  vs  alle ; 
'  In  siidore  and  swynkc  "  jjow  shalt  J)i  mete  tilye, 
And  laboure  for  jji  lyflode'  •  and  so  owre  lorde  hy^tc.  236 
And  sapience  seyth  jje  same  •  I  seigh  it  in  pe  bible  ; 
'  Plger  pro  frigore  •  no  felde  nolde  tilye,  amUoProv.xx.  ♦. 

And   Jjerfore  he  shal  bcgge  and  bidde   •  and  no  man 

bete  his  hunger.' 
^  Mathew  with  mannes  face  •  mouthed  jjise  wordes,  240  The  siothfiu  ser- 

a  bcsaunt  vant,  Mat.  xxv. 

)3at  senilis  nequam  had  a  nam  •  and  for  he  wolde  nou3te  28;  lu.  xix.  22, 

chaffare, 
lie  had  maugre  of  liis  maistre  •  for  euermore  after  ; 
And  binam  [hym]  his  Mnam  •  for  he  ne  wolde  worche, 

228.  ]>ow']    WCOB   om.      \jj-')vor]>c         235.  and'\  &  in  OE. 

W]    icttcf   than   aworthe    LE  ;    CO         237.  seigiq  se  CB.     it~\  E  oni. 
have  worthe ;  B  has  worche.  238.   pro']    pro  {printed  ])Ym)   \V. 

229.  And']    Ac  0.      wilt]    WCO ;     nohUr]  wolde  E. 

wolt  B;  wil  L;  E  om.  239.  he  shal]  shal  he  CB. 

230.  [hilouc  ^YGOli]   bilowL;  by-  240.  mouthed]   mouthe  C;    mouth- 
lowe  E ;  in  L,  the  line  is  ^narked  for     eth  E. 

correction,     low]    lewed   W.      robis]  241.    nam]    Mnam   WC;    man  (!) 

vosW.     7)iamona]ma,mniona,(j}rintcd  EB.     wolde]  nolde  COB. 

Mammone)  W.  242.  for]  WCB  om. 

233.  bihote  \'c]  ]>e  bihote  B.     i>c]  243.  "[%m  WCEOB]  Lorn.  Mnamr] 

god  E.  napra  {sic)  E;  nam  0.     ne]  C  om. 


106 


MEN    WHO    EAT    TOO    MUCH    BECOME    IDLE.  [PASS.  VI. 


Mat.  XXV.  29;  Lu. 
xix.  '2G. 


8? 


rominon  sense 
t«Us  men  to  work. 


Ps.  fAXvii.  ' 
(Vulij.). 


Piers  complaijis 
that  some  of  his 
men  arc  always 
ill. 

Hunger  says  it 
conies  from  their 
over-eating. 


Tlicy  .should  not 
eat  till  they  are 
hungry. 

88 


AntI  3af  Jjat  Mnani  to  hym  •  pat  ten  ]\rnaracs  liaddo, 
And  Avitli  ]jat  he  seyde  ■  pat  holiclierclie  it  licrde,     245 
'  He  pat  hath  shal  haue  *  and  helpe  pere  it  ncdcth, 
And  he  pat  nou3t  hath,  shal  noujt  haue  •  and  no  man 

hyin  helpe  ; 
And  pat  he  weneth  wel  to  haue  •  I  wil  it  hym  bireue.' 
IT  Kynde  witt  Avolde  ■  pat  eche  a  wyght  AVT0U3te      249 
Or  in   dykynge   or  in   deluynge    •  or    trauaillynge  in 

preyeres, 
Contemplatyf  lyi  or  actyf  lyf  •  cryst  wolde  men  wroujte. 
joe  sauter  seyth  in  pe  psalmc  •  of  leatl  omnes,  252 

])Q  freke  pat  fedeth  hym-self  •  with  his  feythful  labourc, 
He  is  blessed  by  pe  boke  •  in  body  and  in  soule  : 

Lahores  manuum  tuarum,  ^-c." 
^  "  3et  I  prey  30W,"  qiiod  pieres  •  "  jmr  cJiarife,  and  30 

kunne 
Eny  leef  of  lechecraft  •  lore  it  mo,  mj  dcrc.  256 

For  somme  of  my  seruauntz  •  and  my-self  bothe 
Of  al  a  wyko  worchc  nou3t  •  so  owre  Avombe  aketh." 
^  "  I  wote  wel,"  q?<od  hunger  •  "  what  sykenessc  30W 

cylcth, 
3e  han  maungcd   ouer-moche 

grone. 
Ac  I  bote  pe,"   quod  liungcr 

Avilnest, 
))at  pow  drynlce  no  day  •  ar  pow  d3^nc  somwhat. 
Etc  nou3te,  I  hotc  pe  •  ar  hunger  pe  take,  2 63 

And  sende  pe  of  his  sauce  •  to  sauourc  wiili  pi  b']il>i's  ; 
And   kcpo  some  tyl  sopc?'-tyme  •  and   sittc   noujt   lo 

longo. 


and   pat  makctli  30W 

260 

"  as  poAv   pync  hele 


21:4.  Mnavi']  nam  IIO.  Mnanics~\ 
Jluanimes  CB ;  napmcs  11 ;  natiimes  O. 

217.  \>(it']  G  om.  noii^t  hath'\  luitli 
noujt  CB. 

248.  «-cZ]  for  R. 

2.-.O.  in,  (2)]  CB  om. 

2.-.I.  hjf  Ql)]  COB  urn.  vicn']  ^ei 
WCOB. 

2.V2.  );r]  a  R. 


2r)3.  K//]    r.  mn.      hh]  C  om. 
27u.   hot/ic^  been  seek  o|:^;?'  wliilc  O. 
2.")8.  ff]    );e  0.     orylic']   woke  R. 
200.  oiicr'\    to   COB.     andl   B   om. 
grone']  to  grone  COB. 
2(51.  Ac]  And  COB. 
2(i3.  \>e  (2)]  R  om. 
2(;o.  fyl]   to  RO ;  for  CB. 


PASS.  VI.]  TElirERANCE    STARVES    THE    DOCTORS.  107 

Arise  vp  ar  api^etit  •  liaiic  cten  liis  f ulle.  C^"'-  -^  ''•] 

Lat  nou:t  sire  surfait  •  sitten  at  bi  borde  : 

-'  .  „   They  shoiikl  not 

Leue  hiua  110113!.,  for  lie  is  lecherous   •  and  likcrous  of  let  sir  sm-ieit  sit 

onQ    Ijcside  them, 
tonge,  ■^'Jci 

And  after  many  iiianerc  metes  •  his  maw  is  afyngred. 

If  And  ni  bow  diete  be  bus  •  I  dar  lecrge  myne  eres,        were  men  thus 

^       '  '       '  _  moderate,  Phy- 

J5at  phisik  shal  his  furred  hodes  •  for  his  fode  selle,  sic  would  seii 

'^  1         TT  1  c  li's  cloak,  aiid 

And  his  cloke  of  calabre  •   with  alle  pe  knappes  ot  turn  farm- 
golde,  272  ''"^°"'^^'^- 

And  be  fayne,  bi  my  feith  •  his  phisik  to  lete, 

And  leriie  to  laboure  with  londe  •  for  lyflode  is  swete ; 

For  niorthereres  arcn  mony  leches  ■  lorde  he??i  amende  ! 

)2ei  do  men  deye  Jjorw  here  drynkes   •  ar   destine  it 
woldc."  276 

^  "  By  seynt  Poule,"  q  ?<c»d  pieres  •  "  bise  arcn  profit-  riera  tiianUs 

Hunger  for  suoh 

able  wordis  !  advice. 

Wende  now,  hunger,  whan  pow  wolt  •  pat  wel  be  f)0W 

euere  ! 
For  fiis  is  a  louely  lessouM  •  lorde  it  fie  for-3elde  ! " 
H  "  By-hote  god,"  q!<od  hunger  •  "  hennes   lie   wil  I  Hmiger  says  he 

must  dine  ere  he 
wende,  280    goes  away. 

Til  I  haue  dyned  bi  \\s,  day  ■  and  ydronke  bothe." 

IT   "I  haue    no    peiiy,"   qwod    peres    •    "  poletes   forto  Piers  says  he  has 

T  .  no  geese  or  pigs, 

^^oS'^5  only  cheese,  curds, 

TVT  J.1  T      J.   J.  1  cream,  an  oat 

A^e  neyther  gees  ne  grys  •  but  two  grene  cheses,  cake,  and  loaves  of 

A  fewe  cruddes  and  creem  •  and  an  hauer  cake,         284  i"^^"« '^'"i '^'•"'^. 

2(16.  Arise^  And  rj^s  W ;  And  rise  B;  {^er  aren  mo  morareres  (.svV)   f;an 

COB.     eteni  I-ete  R.  leches  R. 

2G8.      lecherous]       likerous       CB.  27G.    do  meti]    maken   men    to  B. 

Ukcroiis]    lecherous   CB,     of]  of  his  dnjnhes']     drynkyngis    B.       destine] 

COB.  here  desteny  B.     if]  COB  am. 

2G9.  afijnfjrcd]  a-fyngerd  C.  277.  ^^ie/r.?]  Piers  W ;  perkyn  CB. 

270.  \>e]   C  om.  278.  he  \ioiv']  );ow  be  R ;  be  Jjce  O  ; 

271.  hodes]   hood  B.  be  \>e  B. 

272.  \>e']  R  om.     hnajjjjes]  knoppes         279.  if]   CB  oin. 

CB.  280.    By-hote]     I    bihote    B.      iie 

27-1.    lerner]    lere    CO ;    to   lere   B.  n-ll  I]  wol  I  nat  COB. 

laboure]  labori  R.  282.  forto]  to  W. 

275.    For]    R  om.      morthercres —  283.      CB     omit,      gees]    goos     O. 

leches]    many  lechis  ben    morj^ereris  grys]  grijs  O. 


108 


now    THE    POOR    APPEASED    HUNGER. 


[pass. 


VI. 


89  And   two  loues   of  benes  and  bran  •  y-bake   for   my 

fauntis. 
And  jet  I  sey,  by  my  soule  •  I  haue  no  salt  bacouw, 
'Ne  no  kokeney,  bi  cryst  •  coloppcs  forto  maken.       287 
Ac  I  liaue  percil  and  porettes  •  and  many  kole-plantes, 
And  eke  a  cow  and  a  kalf  •  and  a  cart-mare 
To    drawe    a-feldc  my  doiige    •  ])Q  "while   j^e    drought 

lastetli. 
And  bi  J^is  13'flode  we  mot  lyue  •  til  lammasse  tyme ; 
And  bi  Jjat,  I  hope  to  haue  •  heruest  in  my  croft ;    292 
And  fannc  may  I  dijte  Ip'i  dyner  •  as  me  dere  liketh." 
Alle  }>e  pore  peple  ]>o  •  pesecoddes  fetten, 
beanf  an^r"*"^''  Ecues  and  baken  apples  •  ^ei  brou5te  in  her  lappes, 
cherries  to  feed      Chibolles  and  chcruelles  •  and  ripe  chiries  manye,    296 

Hunger.  •■•  ''    ' 

And  p?'ofred  peres  Tpis  present  •  to  plese  with  hunger. 
Hunger  wanted     IT  Al  hunger  eet  in  hast  •  and  axed  after  more. 

more,  and  they         ,  p   n        p        p  p    ^^      ^ 

brought  peas  and   panne  pore  lolke  tor  iere  •  ledde  hunger  jerne 

With  grene  porct  and  pesen  •  to  poysoun  hunger  jjoi 

|jou3te.  300 

By  jjat  it  neighed  nere  heruest  •  ncwe  corne  cam  to 

chcpynge  ; 
)3anne  was  folke   fayne    •   and    fedde   hunger  with  ]?e 

best, 
With  good  ale,  as  glotou«  taujte  ■  and  gerte  liun^gcr_go 

slepe. 


also  parsley,  leeks, 
and  cabbages, 


which  inust  last 
out  till  harvest. 


The  poor  people 


leeks, 

t  thinking  to 

poison  him. 


00 

Hut  in  harvest- 
time  they  fed 
Hunger 
plentifully, 


285.  h)-an']  of  bran  B.  ij-hahc^  I 
take  CB. 

288.  Ac']  And  C.  /;erc<7]  percilo 
WR ;  pe/'cellc  G ;  pcrsoly  B.  jMirttes'] 
porett  K ;  porete  B.  kole-jjlautea] 
c;ilc-plantes  C  ;  queynte  herbes  R. 

290.  a-fehW]  on  fekl  B.  \:c  (1)] 
B  om.  \}e  (2)]  C  om.  drought  last- 
ctW]  wetler  is  drye  COB. 

2U1.  til — tymu']  to  heruest  tyme 
CB  ;  til  heruest  tyme  come  O. 

2<).3.  Ukrth:\   likes  C;  lykede  B. 

2!)1.  fvttcn]  to  fette  B. 

2'.).-),  2'.t(;.  Onhj  one  line  in  CB ; 
Unix — Benes,  Chibolles,  and  cherueles  • 
and  many  ojjer  herbes. 


295.  lapses]  lappe  R. 

297.  And — \>is]  To  make  Piers  a 
COB.     n-Uh']   with  his  COB. 

298.  ..IZJAnC;  AcB.  fl.m/]  asked 
C ;  aski);  B. 

300.  2^r;;r^]  porettes  COB.  and] 
and  wifj  B.  to — hvnger']  to  poisone 
liym  W;  hunger  j^ey  CB.  ]!ou:^te'\ 
sou^te  B. 

301.  it — ncnf]  neighed  C  ;  ney^hede 
it  0;  hit  neighed  B.  neirc]  k  ncwe 
W;  CYiom. 

302.  B  oniltx.  hunqcr  n-lth]  hem 
of  CO. 

303.  CB  omit,     grrti]   garte  W. 


PASS.   VI.]  WELL-FED    LABOURERS    STRIKE    FOR    WAGES.  100 

IT  And  fo  wokle  wastour  nou^t  werclie  •  but  wauAron 
aboute,  304 

Ne  no  begger  eto  bred  •  fat  bcnes  Inue  were,  [Foi.  so.] 

But  of  coket  or  clerematyii  •  or  elles  of  cleiie  whete  ;       ana  beggars 

would  eat  only 

Xe  none  halpeny  ale  ■  in  none  wise  drynke,  the  liuest  bread. 

But  of  fe  best  and  of  pe  brounest  •  pat  in  borghe  is  to 
selle.  308 

^  Laboreresbat  liaue  no  lande  '  to  lyuc  on  but  licr  Labourers  were 

dainty, 

liandes, 
Deyued  nou3t  to  dyne  a-day  •  ny3t-olde  wortes. 
May  no  peny  ale  lieni  paye  •  ne  no  pace  of  hakonn, 
But  if  it  be  frescli  flescli  other  fische  •  fryed  other  ana  wanted  f/esu 

flesh  and  tried 

bake,  312  fish, 

And  fat  chcmde  or  ^:»?«5  chaud  •  for   chillpig  of  here 

niawe. 
^  And  but  if  he  be  heighlich  liuyred   •  ellis  wil  he  and  grumiiiea 

— —  -  about  wages, 

chyde, 
And  fat  lie  was  workman  wrou3t  •  waille  f e  tyme, 
A3eines  catones  conseille  •  comseth  he  to  iangle  r—  31G 

Paupertatis  onus  pacienter  ferre  memento.  t(fato.  uisticn. 

^  He  greueth  hym  ajeines  god  •  and  gruccheth  a3eines 

resoure, 
And  fanne  curseth  he  fe  kynge  •  and  al  his  conseille 

after, 
Suche  lawes  to  loke  •  laborcres  to  greue.  319 

304.    wolclo  —7io)n^t'\    ne    wolde   no  wortis  •  ne  drynke  no  pcny  ale  OC2. 

wastour   K  ;    wolde   nou^t   (omittl/if/  noiqt^  R  om.  {by  midahc). 
wastour)    C;     l^ei    wolden    uojt    B.  312.    if  it    hc^    COB   oin.       halu^] 

n'andre)i]  wandred  COB.  y-bake  WB ;  baken  O. 

306.  307.    But    of  coket  or   clene         312,    313.   fryc(l—clian(V\     E   om. 
whete  •  and  drynke  of  f^e  beste  ale  C ;  or'\  and  W.     liere\  his  R. 

B  tlio  same,  with  or  oifor  or.  314.   if]    CO   om.     heighlich']    hye 

30G.  or  (1)]  or  of  R  ;  and  W.  0. 

307.  halpeny]  so  also  in  llO ;  half-         315.   COH  omit. 

peny  W.  317.  gruccheth]  grucchede  B. 

308—311.   CB  omit.  318.  And]   Horn,     jpanne—he]  he 

308.  o/(2)]   0  om.  corses  I'e    C  ;    he   curscj?    J^e    0;    he 

309.  hatie]    hadde    0.      to — hut]     cursed  pe  B. 

but  lyue  wi>  0.  310.  lokc]  look  0. 

310.  311.  Wolden  ote  no  ny3t  olde 


110 


A    PROPHECY    OF    FAMINE. 


[pass.  VI. 


except  wlien 
hungry. 


91 

A  warning  to 
workmen, 


^\.o  whiles  liungcr  was  her  maister  •  Jiere  ■wolde  none  of 
hem  cliyde,  320 

Ne  stryue  ajeines  his  statut  ■  so  sterneliche  he  loked. 
IT    Ac  I   warne   30W,   werkenien    •   wynneth   while   30 

mowe, 

For  hunger  hide[r]ward  •  hasteth  hyin  faste, 
He  slial  awake  with  water  •  wastoures  to  chaste.        32 1 
and  a  propiicpy  of  lijc  fyuc  [^cre]  bc  fulfilled  •  suclie  faniyn  shal  aryse, 

Thorwgh  flodes  and  fourgh  foule  wederes  •  frutes  shul 

faille, 
And  so  sayde  satunie  •  and  sent  30W"  to  warne  :         327 
AVlian  30  se  jje  sonne  amys  •  and  two  monkes  liedes, 
And  a  Mayde  haue  Jje  maistrie  •  and  multiplie  bi  eight, 
]5anne  shal  deth  withdrawe  •  and  dertlie  be  iustice, 
And  dawe  fie  dyker  •  deye  for  hunger, 
But  if  "od  of  his  "oodnesse  •  graunt  vs  a  treAvc.        332 


t  a  mystL'iious 
]jioi)hecy. 


320.  Ac'\  And  COB.  \>ere—Jiem'] 
wolde  J;ey  nat  COB. 

321.  his']   ]}G  B. 

322.  Ac]  And  C. 

323.  Itulenmrd]  so  in  WCROB ; 
liideward  L.    faste']   ful  fastc  R. 

32k  water]  wat  K.  ciMste]  chastie 
C;  chastise  OB. 

325.  fi/ue]  fewc  B.  [^ere  R]  3eer 
OB ;  LWC  om.  ;  Crowley  has  yere. 
svchc]  CB  0)11. 


326.  \!onrfjh]  CROB  om.  fonU 
ti'cderes]  foule  werdis  0  ;  foolis  wordis 
B. 

327.  sent]  sende  B. 

329.  mulfiplie]  so  in  WCOB ;  LR 
hare  multiplied  ;  Crowley  has  mul- 
tiply,    hi]  be  R. 

329,  330.  Transposed  in  B. 

331.  deye]  shal  dye  B. 

332.  mu]   And  R.     if]   W  om. 


PASS.  VII.]  TRUTH    SENDS    PIERS    A    BULL    OF    TARDOX.  Ill 


PASSUS    VII. 

Passiis  vij"^-  de  visions,  vt  supra. 

Treuthe  herde  telle  lier-of  •  and  to  peres  lie  sent,  Truth  was  piers 

labour  before  tlie 
To  taken  liis  tome  •  and  tulyen  ])e  ertne,  famine  comes, 

And  purchaced  hyni  a  pardon?*  •  a  -pena  tj*  axulpa 

For  hym,  and  forjiis  heires  •  for  enerniore  after.  4 

And  bad  hyra  liolde  hym  at  home  •  and  eryen  his  leyes, 

And  alle  fat  halpc  hym  to  erie  •  to  sette  or  to  sowe,        and  promises 

Or  any  other  myster  •  jjat  my3te  pieres  anaille,  who  beip  him  to 

Pardoun  with  pieres  plowman  •  treuthe  hath  ygraunted. 

If  Kynges  and  knyjtes  *  j)at  kepen  holycherche,  9  just  kings  and 

And  ry3tfiillycli  in  reumes  •  reulen  fe  peple,  ligiftiV^through 

Han  paxdoii?*  thourgh  p?irgatorie  •  to  passe  ful  ly3tly,      ^""^[Po"!!!)  6.] 

With    patriarkes    and  prophetes    ■   in  paradise  to  be 

felawes.  12 

H  Bisshopes  yblessed  •  ^if  Jiei  ben  as  Jjei  shulden,  Bishops  who 

Legistres  of  botlie   ])e  lawes  •  jjc  lewed  ]3e?'e-with  to  commandments, 

preche, 
And  in  as  mochc  as  Jiei  mo  we  •  amende  alle  synful,  93 

Title.    So  in  LWCRB  ;  Passus  lux  ().  9.  chcrche']  cherclies  R. 

1.  her-of]  her-of  {lyrinted  her)  AV.  10.  reumes\  reames  C ;  Remes  W. 
he\  O  om.     senf]  wente  B.  11.  Ilaii]  And  (!)  R.     lyitlij']  lighte 

2.  taheii]  makeu  W.     tult/en']    so  COB. 

t;iLR;  tilien  WCB;  tilie  0.  12.  f(ila?ves]  felawe  WCOB. 

G.  Jialjje]  holpenW OB;  holpe  R.  1.3.  sliuldoi]   mowe  amende  B. 

7.  myster~\  raestier  W  ;  mester  R  ;  14.  \>e  (1)]  WRB  om. 
injniysterye  B.  15.  And~\  0  om. 

8.  pieres]  peres  ]>q  R  ;  pieris  j^e  B. 


112  TRADESMEN    ARE    TO    MEND    THEIR    WAYS.  [PASS.  VII. 

sit  with  tiio  Aren  pcros  with  fe  apostles  •  [jjis]  pardons  riers  sliewetli, 

doomsdiiy.  And  at  pQ  day  of  dome  *  atte  lieigh  deyse  to  sytte.      17 

Merciiant3  have     ^  Marcliaiuitz  ill  Tpti  margyiie  •  hadden  many  ^ercs, 
pardon"*'^  Ac  110116  CI  pe7ia  ^  a  culpu  '  ])G  Pope  iiolde  hem  g>'«unte, 

beoaiise  they  keep  For  jjci  liolde  nou3t   lici"   halidayes    •   as   holicherche 

not  holidiiys,  and  j      i     n 

swear.  tccheth, 

And  for  jjei  sweve  by  her  sonle  ■  and  '  so  god  moste 
hem  helpe,'  21 

A3ein  clene  conscience  •  her  catel  to  selle. 
Truth  hade  them    ^(Ac  vnder  his  Secret  seel  •  treuthe  sent  hem  a  letfre, 
and  mend  I'hat  Jiey  shuldc  hugge  holdely  •  ]jat  hem  best  liked,  24 

"""'"  ''*"'  And  sithenes  selle  it  a3eiu  •  and  sane  j^e  A\^ainy[n]ge, 

And  amende  "iiiesondieux  ft're-myde  •  and  myseyse  foike 
helpe, 

And  wikked  Avayes  *  wi3tlich  hem  amende ; 
repair  broken        And  do  botc  to  brugges  "  fat  to-broke  Avere,  28 

dower  maidens,     IMailen  maydenes  '  or  maken  hem  nonnes ; 

Pore  peple  and  prisounes  •  fjTiden  hem  here  fode, 

O.'t. 

and  assist  poor      And  scttc  scolercs  to  scole  •  or  to  so??ime  other  craftes  ; 
Eeleue  EeKgiouw  •  and  reiiten  hem  bettere  ; —  32 

"  And  I  shal  sende  30W  my-selue  •  seynt  Micjiel  myn 

archangel, 
)3at  no  deuel  shal  30  vv  dere  •   ne  fere  30W  in    3owre 

deyinge, 
And  Aviten  3o\v  fro  wanliope  •  if  30  Avil  pus  Avorehe, 

10.  [[-/.v  WOO  P.]  Inis  LR.  likede  best  0;  best  liketb  R. 

17.  deyse^  de^s  WCOB;  daj'es  R.  25.  it^  it  vs  R.     n'i/nttijngr~\   wyn- 

ti>']^  om.  nywgcs  R;  miswritten\\-y\\nyi:^e\i. 

1!).  Ac']  And  C.     none — jjoia']  no         2G.  \>ere-m'i/(le'}  jjer-with  ORB. 
jirna  R.     a  (2)]   O  07}i..     Pojje']  pape         27.  CB  oi/i.     Jievil  ^V  om. 
C     nolde  hcm'\  wald  hem  nan3t  R ;  28.    Imiggei]    brugges    {altered    to 

woldc  bem  B.  brygges)  C ;  briegges  B. 

20.  holde]    beld    C.       halidayes]         29.  mahen:]  to  make  B. 

balyday  R.     techcth']  telletb  R.  .SO.  and']  or  R.     ijrinounes]  prisoner 

21.  hy — gouU'^  ofte  R.     and]  T\om.  RCO  ;  prisons  W;  pyisoncris  B.  fode] 
vioxte]  mote  B  ;  R  om.  liflode  CB ;  lijflode  0. 

22.  catel]  cbafl'are  B.  31.  so»im(<]   Rom. 

23.  Ac]    And    CB.     liis]     licr   O.         34.    deylnge]    dcynge    R;    doyngc 
sect]  Bcbel  0.  (s/c)  COB,  and  Crowley. 

21.    yat]    \vb;)t    B.       hei^t    lilrd] 


PASS.   VII.]  THE    LAAYYEHS    GET    LEAST    PARDON.  11.3 

And  sende  jowro  sowles  in  safte   •  to  my  seyutes  in  Then  they  wouui 

reacli  heaven. 

loye.  36 

IT  Jjanne  were  ]\Iarcliau?itz  mery  •  many  wepten  for  ioye,  Then  the 

.       .,  ,  .  ,       ~ ,  ,     ,  11,.      merc)iants  wept 

And  preyseuen  pieres  pe  plOAvnian  ■  pat  p?<rchacea  pis  toi-yoy. 

bulle. 
^  Men  of  lawe  lest  pardons  liaddc  •  pat  pleteden  for  Lawyers  had 

-.  ,     ,  „  ^    least  pardon ;  for 

Mede,  6  J    they  take  bribes. 

For  pe  saute;'  saiieth  hem  nou3te  •  such  as  taketh  3iftes, 
And  namelich  of  innocentz  •  pat  none  yuel  ne  kunneth  ; 

Super  innocentem  munera  non  acciptes.  ps.  xiv.  5  (Vuig.). 

Pledoures  shulde  peynen  hem  •  to  plede  for  such,  au 

helpe, 
Prynces  and  i)relates  •  shulde  paye  for  her  trauaille  ; 

A  rerjlhus  ^  pryncipibus  erit  merces  eoriim. 
%  Ac  many  a  iustice  an  iuroure  •  wolde  for  lohan  do 

more,  44 

]5an  p^^'O  del  inetate  '  leue  pow  none  other  ! 
Ac  he  pat  spendeth  his  speche  •  and  spekep  for  pe  But  he  that  pleads 

the  cause  of  the 
pore  poor- 

)3at  is  Innocent  and  nedy  •  and  no  man  appeireth, 

Conforteth   hym  in   pat  cas    •  with-oute  coueytise   of        [FoLsi.] 

^ifteSj  48 

And  scheweth  laAve  for  owre  lordes  loue  •  as  he  it  hath 

lerned, 
Shal  no  deuel  at  his  ded-day  •  deren  hym  a  my3te,  no  devii  shaii 

jjat  he  ne  worth  sauf  and  his  sowle  •  pe  sauter  bereth  de.ah-duy, 

witnesse  ; 

Domine,  quis  hahitahit  in  tahernaculo  iuo,  (Jr.      Ps.  xiv.  1  (Vuig.). 

30.  sende}  sente  C.     in  (1)]   In-to  an]   and  WCROB. 

O.  44-.  Ac}  And  C.     a  ivst'ice']  Justices 

37.    Marchauntz — ti'ejfteni    manye  COB.       iuroure']    Iuro«/'    CO;     lur- 

raarcbauntz  '  ]pat  wopen  R.     vianij]  ronris  B.   -lohan^iQw  O. 

&  O.  4G.  Ac^  And  C.     spendeth']  speneth 

39.   Two  lines  in  K  ;  the  first  ends  R. 

at  Ladde  ;  the  second  is  eked  out  hy  48.   ConfoHetli]  And  conforteth  R. 

adding  for  J;at  craft  is  sclirewed.  49.  lerned]  I-lerned  R  ;  y-lerned  W. 

41.  ?;e  A'«««<''f/;]  konnes  C  ;  kunnen  50.  f7e^-<Z«y]  dede-day  C ;  deef^-day 
OB.     R  omits  the  Latin.  WB, 

42,  ^;eyrte/i.]    pyne  CO ;    pynen   B. 


lit 


HUMBLE    LABOURERS    GET    MOST    rARPOX.  [PASS.  VIL 


Water,  air,  [fire )    ^  Ac  to  bugge   "w^ater^iie  wynde  •  ne  witte,  ne  fyre  ]?e 

and  wit  ought  \.  _,-, 

never  to  be  nerthe,  0-5 

°"^ '  ■  jjise  foure  J?e  fader  of  heuene  •  made  to  |)is  folde  in 

comuiie  ; 
)pise  ben  treuthcs  tresorcs  •  trewe  folke  to  lielpe, 
\)at  neufre  slml  wax  ne  wanye  •  with-oute  god  hym- 

selue. 
IT  Whau    fei  drawen  on   to   deye  •   and    Indulgences 
wolde  haue,  56 

.    Her  pardou?i  is  ful  petit  •  at  her  partyng  hennes, 
j)at  any  Mede  of  jnene  men  •  for  her  motyng  taketh. 
Yc  lawyers,  pay     3^  Icgistres  and  lawyeres  •  holdeth  jjis  for  treuthe, 

heed  to  the  text,       ,      ,        .  n         ,    -r  ^  -m-i  •      .       t  ^  nn 

pat,  3if  jjat  I  lye  •  Mathew  is  to  blame,  00 

For  he  bad  me  make  30W  jjis  *  and  jjis  proiierbe  me 

tolde, 

Quodcumque   viiltls   vt  faciant   vohis   homines, 
facite  eis. 
IT  Alle  lybbyng  laboreres  •  fiat  lyncn  -with  her  hondes, 
}?at  trewlich  taken  •  and  trewlich  Avynnen, 
And  lyuen  in  loue  and  in  lawe  •  for  her  lowe  hertis,  G4 
Haueth  fe  same  absolucioun  •  J?at  sent  was  to  peres. 
^  Beggeres  ne  bidderes  •  ne  beth  noujte  in  ]>q  bnlle, 
But  if  J3e  suggestion/i  be  soth  •  Jjat  shapeth  hem   to 

begge. 
For  he  j^at  beggeth  or  bit  •  but  if  he  haue  nede,         Q)S 
He  is  fals  with  jje  fende  "  and  defraudeth  ])e  nedy, 
And  also  he  bigileth  jje  gyuere  •  ageines  his  wil. 
For  if  he  wist  he  were  non3te  nedy  •  he  wolde  jiue  fiat 

an  other, 


t  Mat.  vii.  12. 


Labourers  that 
are  true,  loving, 
anil  nicelv,  have 
the  same  pardon 
as  Piers. 


Beggars  are  not 
paj-doned  if  they 
feign. 


90 


t  Men  sliould 
give  to  the 
neediest. 


52.  Ac]   And   C.     nc   (1)]    no   R. 
fin-the-\  feite  WCROB. 

53.  I  is]  his  COB. 

54.  ti'cuthcx']   trewest  C. 

55.  irith-oiitc'l  \v[\}  (!)  O. 

50.    on — dij/r]    vn-to    {.c    day   C ; 
vnto  |3e  de\>  OB ;  in-to  dcth  R. 
67.  y/tr]   His  CRB.     /ler']  lii.s  R. 

58.  ««//]  R  om.     her]  his  COB. 

59.  y]  the  C;  l>e  RB.     (iik/]  and 


>e  R.     hohlrth']  holdes  C. 

CO.  \>at  (2)]  B  om.     in  to]  y  B. 

Gl.  vuikr]  take  O. 

CA.  hcrti.s]  herte  R. 

G5.    Haueth]     Ilan     0;    Has    C; 
Ha)j  B. 

OS.  l)itr\  bid  c. 

70.  blf/ilcth]  gylcth  R. 

71.  y'lic  \>at]  itgif  COB. 


PASS.  VII.]  SHAM    BEGGARS    AND    TRUE    ONES.  115 

\)dt  were  more  nedy  pan  he  '  so  pG  nediest  sliuld  be 
hulpe.  72 

Catoujt  kennetli  men  ]jus  •  and  fe  clerke  of  pe  stories, 
Cui  des,  videto  '  is  catou??es  techyng^,  t  Dion.  Cato. 

Brev.  Sent.  2S. 

And  in  pe  stories  he  teclieth  *  to  bistowe  fj'n  almes ; 

Sit  elemosina  [tua]  in  maim  tua,  donee  studes 
cui  des. 
IT  Ac  Gregori  was  a  gode  man  •  and  bad  vs  gyuen  alle    +  Pf>rc  Gregory's 

precept. 

jpat  asketh,  for  his  lone  •  Jiat  vs  alle  leneth  : —  77  t  choose  not,  but 

Non   eligas   cui   miserearis,  ne  forte  pretereas 
ilium  qui  meretur  accipere.      Quia  incertum 
est  pro  quo  [Deo]  magis  placeas. 
IT  For  wite  jejisjigrejvho^  is  worthi  •  ac  god  wote  who 

hath  nede, 
Tn  hym  Jjat  taketh  is  pa  treccherye  •  if  any  tresou?z  wawe  ; 
For  he  fat  3iueth,  jeldeth  '  and  ^arketh  hym  to  reste,     t  He  that  gives, 
And  he  fiat  biddeth,  borweth  •  and  bryngeth  hym-self  begs,'borro\vs. 

in  dette.  81 

For  beggeres  borwen  euermo  *  and  her  borghe  is  god       [FoI.  si  ;-.] 

almy3ti, 
To  jelden  hem  fat  3iueth  hem  •  and  3et  vsure  more  : 

Quare  non  dedisti  peccnniam  meam  ad  mensani,  t  Lui<e  xis.  23. 
vt  ego  veniens  cum  vsuris  \_exeglssem  illam  .?] 
^  For-fi  biddeth  non3t,  30  beggeres  •  bnt  if  36  haue  gret 
nede ;  84 

For  who-so  hath  to  buggen  hjmi  bred  •  fe  boke  bereth 
witnesse, 

72.  more — he]  more   nedyer    and  80.  ]pat  -livetlb]  3ift  E. 
nauitier  R.                                                        81.  hlddeth'\  bit  R. 

73.  1)16)1]    me  AVO.      (*/    \}c']    of         82.  Fur']   For-thi  R.     Vorghe']  bo- 
WCOB.  rugh  C;  boruj  O;  bor3  R. 

75.  [#?/a  WCOB]  LR  OOT.  83.     inore^    amore    R.       venleni\ 

76.  Ac]  And  C.     n-ax]  is  R.  veniam    W.     [e.re^t.sse?«]     exigissem, 

77.  leneth]\&\ie&G.  [2>«<  W]  deum  &c.  CB  ;  &  exigissem  R  ;  exig^rem  L; 
LCROB;  deo  In  Crowle\'.  exigere  WO.     [illant']  omitted  in  the 

78.  wlte  36']   ye   woot   COB.     ac^     MSS. ;  added  from  the  Vulgate. 
and  C.  8-t.  gvet:]  COB  am. 

79.  Ill]    Alle    in    R.      {re]    R   om.         85.  Itath  —  hvggen^ra&yhy  C;  may 
any]  C  om.     wawe]  walke  WCROB.      bigge  OB. 


IIG 


WHY    BEGGARS    ARE    SO    NUMEROUS. 


[pass.  VII. 


t  To  have  bie:.d, 
is  enough. 


t  Ps.  xxxvl.  25 

(Vulg.). 

[t  Ye]  are  love- 
less and  lawless, 
and  sediK-ers  of 
women. 


Some  break  n 
bone,  and  beg 
ever  after. 


He  hath  ynough  Jjat  hath  bred  ynoiigh  •  jjougli  lie  haue 
noujt  elles  : 

Satis  dines  est,  qui  non  indiget  2^cine. 
IF   Late   Ysage    he    3owre    solace    •   of   seyntes    lyues 

redynge, 
J3e  boke  banneth  beggarie  •  and  blanieth  hem  in  J^is 
manere :  88 

lunior  fui,  etenim  senui ;    et  non  vidi  iustum 
deretictum,  vee  semen  eius  [qiterens  ixinem.'] 
%  For  36  lyue  in  no  loue  •  ne  no  lawe  holde  ; 
Many  of  30W  ne  wedde  nou3t  ■  fe  wo?)aiien  jjat  je  with 

delen, 
But  as  wilde  bestis  Avith  wehe   •  worthen  vppe  and 
worchen,  9 1 

And  bryngeth  forth  barnes  •  J^at  bastardes  men  calleth. 
Or  Jie  bakke  or  some  bone  •  he  breketh  in  his  30uthe, 
A[nd]   sitthe  gon  faiten  with  30ure  fountes  •  for  euer- 
more  after. 
They  are  always    j^ere  is  nioo  myssliape  peple  •  amonge  bise  beggeres, 

meeting  with 

accidents.  Jjan  of  alle  manor  men  •  jjat  on  fiis  niolde  walketh  ;    9G 

And  fei  Jjat  lyue  pus  here  lyf  •  mowe  lothe  J)e  tj-me, 
)5at  euere  he  was  man   wrou3t  •  whan  he  slial  hennes 
fare. 

i!ut  the  old  and     %  Ac  oldc  mcu  Sc  lioro  "  bat  helplees  ben  of  strengthe, 

feeble,  women 

with  child,  blind    Aiid  women  witli  childe  •  Jjat  Avorche  ne  mowe,        100 
Blynde  and  bcdered  •  and  broken  here  meml)res, 

8C.    ynnnrjlt']    I-nowe    R    (in    hoth  lux]  here  R. 

jjlacrs) ;    B  omits  the  second.     ]>ough'\  1)4.  And]  L  has  A;  hut  the  line  is 

if  C.     non^  11  o)n.  (\)  marked  for  correction  ;  AiiiIWCKOB. 

88.  hem'\  COB  om.    etenim]  etenim  i^onre]  here  R  ;  her  0. 

{printed     et     jam)    AV.        [^rjucrens        '95.    mi/sshapc]    my.sliap    C;    mys- 
j)anr>n  OCD]  J AVll  omit.  hajipy  B  ;  m3schappid  0. 

89.  li/ue]  lyue  1101131  CB.  97.  And  ]^el]  po  R. 

90.  n-ommen]    ww/nnan    C.     jpe/f]  98.    \!at]    J^aii    0.      he— man]    {^ei 
CO  om.                                                         were  men  W,     he  shal]  J^ei  shal   W. 

91.  bestis]  liors  15.     irorthcn  rjype]    fare]  C  om. 

&  worjj  vp  0.  99.  Ac]  And  C. 

92.  cflZ/^Y/t]  callid  B.  101.    iedered]   bodreden  W ;    bed- 

93.  some]   )>a   R.     he  hrcheth]    lie     rede  OB ;  bedrcd  C ;  bcdcrcde  R, 
l.reke  C;   J;oi  breken  R  ;  3c  breki}?   ]?. 


r.vss.  VII.]         THE  priest  asks  to  see  the  pardox.  117 

]Xit   taketh  ])i.s  myscliief  mekelycli   •   as  mcselcs   and  that  are  meek, 

otlicre, 
Han  as  pleyiie  pardou?i  ■  as  fe  plowman  hym-self ; 
For  loue   of  her  lowe  hertis  •  owre   lorde  hath  hem  have  their 

purgatory  on 
grauntecl  if*   earth. 

Here  penaunce  and  her  pwrgatorie  •  here  on  j^is  erthe.  9? 

IT  "  Pieres,"  q//od  a  prest  bo  '  "  bi  pardoure  most  I  rede,  a  priest  asks  to 

■*•  '  '  _  see  Piers'  pardon. 

For  I  wil  construe  eche  clause  •  and  kenne  it  jje  on 

engliche." 
^  And  pieres  at  his  preyere  •  ))e  pl^rdoun  vnfoldeth,         piers  shows  it ;  it 

had  but  two  lines, 

And  I  bihynde  hem  hothe  •  hihelde  al  pe  bulle.        1 09 
Al  in  two  lynes  it  lay  •  and  noujt  a  leef  more, 
And  Avas  writen  ri3t  Jjus  *  in  witnesse  of  trenthe : 

Ei  QUI  bona  eaencnt,  ibunt  in  vitam  eternam  ;       quoted  from  Mat. 

;  .       ,  XXV.  46. 

Qui  vero  mala,  in  ignem  etemum.  (Indulgencia 

IT   "Peter!"  quod  Jje   prest  po  '"I  can  no   pardouu  The  priest  says  it 

n       ^  1  1  n    is  no  pardon  at 

fynde,  112  ,^„. 

But   '  dowel,   and  haue   wel   ■   and  god   shal  haue  pi 

sowle, 
And  do  yuel,  and  haue  yuel  •  hope  fow  non  other 
[But]  after  pi  ded-day  •  pe  deuel  shal  haue  |)i  sowle  ! '  "        [FoI.  32.] 
%  And  pieres  for  pure_tene  '  pulled  it  atweyne,        116  Piers,  for  pure 

vexation,  tears  it 

And  seyde,_^st  amhulauero  in   medio   vmbre  asunder, 

,        -  .,  .  quoting  Ps.  xxii. 

movLis, non  timebo  mala;  qiiomam  tu  mecum  es.  i  (Vuig.). 
IF  I  shal  cessen  of  my  sowyng,"  qriod  pieres  •  "and 

swynk  nou3t  so  harde, 
"Ne  about  my  bely  ioye  •  so  bisi  be  namore  ! 
Of  preyers  and  of  penaunce  •  my  plow  shal  ben  her-  Piers  says  he 

.  shall  give  himself 

alter, 

102.  yis  viyscliief']    j^ise  myschiefs         111.  in  witnesse]  watincsse  (!)   B. 
WCB.;  Jseise  mescheues  O.  eternuni]  eternam  B. 

103.  as  (1)]  a  0;  also  B.  115,  IBut  WCOB]  \>^t  LR;  Crow- 
105.  0)1]  vpon  R.                                    ley  has  But.     ded-day]  dede-day  C  j 

107.  mil]  schal  R.     eclic]  ich  a  0.     deelj-day  WB  ;  doth-day  RO. 
on]  an  R.  IIG.  mala]  O  om. 

108.  vnfoldeth]  he  vnfoldeth  R.  118.  Ne]  Ne  be  COB.     hisi]  bisily 

109.  iihelde]    biholde   C.      Mdle]     COB.     he]  COB  om. 

bille  C.  119.  of  (2)]   COB  om.    p«nmmce] 

110.  Al]  And  W;  Alle  R.  penaunces  R. 


118 


THE    PRIEST    AND    PIEUS    DISPUTE. 


[pass.  VII. 


98 

up  to  prayer  and 
penance. 

"  David  ate  his 
bread  with 
weeping, 


Ps.  xli.  i  (Vulg.). 


Luke  xii.  22. 
Mat.  vi.  25. 


Who  feeds  tlie 

birds  in  winter? 

they  have  no 

garner." 

The  priest  asks 

Piers  who  taught 

him  all  this. 


"  Abstinence  and 
Conscience,"  he 
replies. 


"  You  should  take 
Ps.  xiii.  1  [Vulg.] 
for  your  text," 
savs  the  priest. 
99 


"  I  refer  you  to 
Prov.  xxii.  10," 
quoth  Piers. 


And  Avepen  wliau  I  sliukle  slej^e  •  Jjougli  wliete  bred 

Die  feille.  1 20 

If  pQ  propliete  his  payn  ete  •  in  penaunce  and  in  sorwc, 
By  Jiat  fe  sauter  seitli  •  so  dede  otlier  manye ; 
pat  loueth  god  lelly  •  his  lyflode  is  ful  esy : 

Fuerunt  michi  lacrime  mee  panes  die  ac  node. 
H  And,  but  if  Lulte  lye  •  he  lereth  vs  bi  foules,        124 
We  shulde  nonjt  be  to  bisy  •  aboute  \q  worldes  blisse  ; 
Ne  sollldti  sitis  '  he  seyth  in  ])e  gospel, 
And  slieweth  vs  bi  ensamples  •  vs  selue  to  wisse.     127 
Jpe  foules  on  Ipc.  felde  *  who  fynt  hem  mete  at  Avynter  1 
Haue  fei  no  gernere  to  go  to  •  but  god  fynt  hem  alle." 
H  "What !"  q«od  fe  prest  to  i:)erkyn  •  "peter  !  as  me 

Jjinketh, 
Jjow  art  lettred  a  litel  •  Avho  lerned  fe  on  boke  1 " 
^  "Abstinence  fie  abbesse,"  q«od  pieres  •  "  myne  a.b.c. 

mo  tau3te,  132 

And  conscience  come  afterward  •  and  kenned  nie  moche 

more." 
IT  "Were  fow  a  prest,  pieres,"  q?<od  he  •  "fow  mijte 

pj'eche  M'liere  )50w  sholdcst, 
As  deuynour  in  deuynyte  *  with  dixit  insipiens  to  fii 

teme." 
^  "  Lewed  lore!  !  "  q/^wd  Pieres  •  "  litel  lokestoAV  on  ))c 

bible,  136 

On  salomones  sawes  •  selden  jjoav  biholdest, 

\Eice'\  devisores  et  iurgia  cam  eis,  ne  crescant,  tjv;." 


121. 

122. 
COB. 

12-i. 
foles  11 

127. 
1'. ;  our 

12S. 
fyndus 

120. 

132. 

133. 


eti^  cct  WIl. 
other    mamjc~\     many    other 

he— follies']   or   lereth  vs  be 

bi]  B  am.     v,s  selue']  ouresiliic 
c  seluen  0. 

on]   in  WCOB;  of  11.    fi/n/] 
G.     at]  in  B. 
fi/nt]  fyn<les  C. 
\)c  ahhfgae]    R  oni. 
conu']  cam  W. 


134.  ^;;t'/r.<]  wo  01)1.  vii-}^te]  niyjt- 
est  WROB.     sholdest]  wolde.st  B. 

135.  ^.s]  As  a  B.     in]  of  E. 

130.  Lewed]  Lew  C.  Pierex] 
IMeris  \>o  B.  litel — on]  ful  litil 
lokist  )70U  vp-on  B.     ]p''^  V^  !'• 

137.  On]  Or  on  0  ;  Vppon  B  ;  And 
11.  sehleii]  ful  sclde  B.  \_Eiee  0] 
]*]ece  LWKl'B.  (Eice  is  the  old  sj)cll- 
■i»i/  of  the  word  void  sj}elt  Ejicc.)  ct 
— crescant]  K  om. 


PASS.  VII.]  THE  dreamp:r  awakes.  119 

*fl  pi^  ])V;-'«t  aiul  perkyu  •  apposeden  eytlier  otlier,  Tiicy  disputed  so 

And  1  Jjorw  here  Avordes  a-woke  •  and  waited  aboute, 

And  seiglie  J?e  sonne  in  pe  sonth  •  sitte  pat  tynic,      140 

]\Ietelees  and  monelees  •  on  IMaluerne  hulles,  Wandering  over 

llalvern  liilli,  1 

]\Iusyng  on  f)is  nieteles  ;  •  and  my  Avaye  ich  3ede.  mused  on  tins 

dream 

H  JNIany  tyuic  |)is  meteles  •  hath  maked  me  to  stiidye 

Of  J)at  I  seigh  slepyng  •  if  it  so  he  myjte,  144 

And  also  for  peres  fe  ploAVinan  •  ful  pensyf  in  herte, 

And  which  a  pardon;?  peres  hadde  •  alio  \>e  peple  to  t  about  Piers  and 

the  priest. 

conforte, 
And  how  Jie   prest  imijugned    it   •   with    two    jiropre 

Avordes.  147 

Ac  I  haue  no  sauoure  in  songewarie  •  for  I  se  it  ofte  foille  ;       [Fui.  32  b.] 
Catou/i  and  canonistres  •  conseilleth  vs  to  leue  Cato  (Dist.  ii.  si) 

,  ,  .  .  „  .  liids  us  despise 

10  sette  sadnesse  in  songewarie  •  lor,  sompnia  ne  aires,  dreams. 
^  Ac  for  Jje  l)oke  hihie  •  hereth  Avitnesse, 

HoAV  danj^el  deuyned  •  |)e  dremes  of  a  kynge,  152  100 

)?at  Avas  nabugodonosor  •  nempned  of  clerkis.  Yet  Daniel 

Daniel  seyde,  "  sire  Ivynge  •  fi  dremeles  hitokneth,  Nebuchadnezzar 

Joat  vnkoutli  lvny3tes  shnl  come  •  ]ji  kyngdom  to  cleue ;  (•^^ishazzarj. 
Amonges  lowere  lordes  •  ])i  londe  shal  be  departed." 

And  as  danyel  deuyned  •  in  dede  it  felle  after,  157  which  turned  out 

11  T-1-11-  11  -111  quite  true. 

pe  kynge  lese  his  lordship  •  and  loAver  men  it  hadde. 

%  And  iosejih  mette  menieillously  •  hoAV  pe  mone  and  Joseph  too  had  a 

dream, 

Jie  Sonne, 
And  jjo  elleuene  sterres  *  hailsed  hyni  alle.  160 

UO.  .si«<']  satte  C  ;  sate  O :  at  B.  151.    Ac']    And  C.     hlblc']    of   the 

14-1.  moiwlces]  moneles  R  ;  nionei-  bibile  C;  of  J^e  bible  B. 
lee.s  WCOB.  152.  dremes]  dreme  R  ;  dreem  W. 

142.  ]>is  meteles]    )jeise  metelis   0.  153.  7iem2)ncd]  Inemimed  R. 
nnd]a,Tl.     One  nuntld  tltinh  that  the         154.    dremeles    bitol'neth]   dremels 
reading  shcnild  be  on  ;  (a  =  on.)  bitoknef?   W  ;    dremelis  bitoknen   O  ; 

143.  The-  paragraph-mark  is  omit-  dremees  bitoknes  C  ;  dremes  bitokenej? 
ted  in  L  ;  but  in  AV,  we  have  here  a  B. 

large  illuminated  letter.  155.    cleue']    cleyme  WB  ;    clayme 

143.  \is  meteles]    f^eise  metelis  0.  C;  reue  R. 
//«/'/<]  ban  OB.     to]  O  om.  158.    lese]    lees  WO;   les    R;   kcs 

148.    Ac]     And    C.       songen-arie]  aftir  B. 
sompnevvarie  0.  159.  and  ]>e]  &  0. 

150.  songewarie^  sonipnewarie  0.  160.  hijm^  hem  CO. 


120 


popes'   pardons    are    unsafe    to   trust    to.        [pass.  VII. 


wliich  his  father 
interpreted. 


and  so  it  came  to 
pass. 


Wliorpforc  I  often 
mused  upon  Piers 
and  the  priest, 
and  concluded 
tliat  Do-well 
surpassed 
indulgences. 

lOl 


Tlie  pope,  I  fully 
believe,  can  grunt 
pardon. 


Hut  to  trust  to 
Triennials  is  very 
unsafe. 


J3anne  Jacob  iuggoci  '  ioseplies  sweixene  : 

" Beau  filtz,"  quod  his  fader  •  "for  defaute  we  shullen, 

I  my-self  and  my  sones  •  seclie  fie  for  nede." 

^  It  bifel  as  his  fader  seyde  •  in  pharaoes  tpne,        164 

Jpat  ioseph  Avas  iustice  *  egipte  to  loken, 

It  bifel  as  his  fader  tolde  •  his  frendes  jjere  hym  soujte. 

And  al  fiis  niaketh  me  •  on  jjis  metelcs  to  pynke  ; 

^  And  how  fe  prest  preued  •  no  pardonw  todoAvel,  IGS 

And  denied  |)at  dowel  •  indulgences  passed, 

Biennales  and  triennales  •  and  bisschopes  leri'rcs, 

And  how  dowel  at  jje  day  of  dome  •  is  dignelich  vnder- 

fongen, 
And  passeth  al  ]jc  pardou?i  •  of  seynt  petres  cherche. 
H  Now  hath  pQ  pope  powere  •  pardou?i  to  grtumte  pe 

peple  173 

AVith-outen  cny  penaunce  •  to  passen  in-to  heuene  ; 
jjis  is  owre  bileue  •  as  lettered  men  vs  techeth, 

Qiiodcumque  ligcaieris  super  terrain,  evit  Tujatum 
et  in  celts,  ^c. 
And  so  I  leuc  lelly  •  (lordes  forbode  ellis  !)  176 

):at  pardoiuj  and  penaxmce  •  and  preyeres  don  sane 
Soules  Jjat  haue  synned  •  seuene  sithes  dedly. 
Ac  to  trust  to  Jjise  triennales  •  trewly  me  Jjinketh, 
Is  noujt  so  syker  for  fe  soule  •  certis,  as  is  dowel.    180 
%  For-jji  I  rede  30W,  renkes  •  Jiat  riche  ben  on  fis  ertlie, 
Vppon  trust  of  30wre  tresoure  •  triennales  to  haue, 
Be  30  neuere  jjc  balder  •  to  breke  fe  [ten]  hestes ; 
And  namclich,  30  maistrcs  •  mayrcs  and  iugges,         184 


1G2.  Bean^  Bew  0.  filtz']  so  also 
in  R ;  fitz  WOO  ;  fiz  B. 

10.5.  cg'n)te]  al  P'giptc  B. 

!(!(».  \)('re  Jnjm,']  hym  fjcre  R. 

I(i7.  J;;.?  mcteles]  );eise  metelcs  0  ; 
>:s  metels  WCRB. 

1G9.  demcd'\  uempned  R.  iiulul- 
ginccii]  indulgence  Rt'B.. 

172.  panscth]  passid  B.  «Z}v]  alio 
R.    77c^/v.<!]  Peter  C  ;  I'ctir  B. 

17;J— 180.     O    omitK ;    hut    in    the 


margin  is  the  note — now  hi\}p  j^e  p, 

174.  eny']  C  om. 

175.  is]  R  om.     ^v.]  R  om. 

176.  lordes]  oure  lord  is  B. 

177.  save]  \>c  same  CB. 

179.  Ac]  And  C.     trysf]  trist  BB. 

ISO.  Is]  It  is  R.  soiile]  saules  C  ; 
soulis  B. 

181,  rcnhes]  thenke  R;  to  >ynk  B. 

1R.3.  haldrr]  bolder  WCRB.  \tcn 
CROP, J  X  LW. 


PASS.   VII.]  GOD    GIVK    US    GRACE    TO    DO    WELL  !  121 

Jj;it  lian  fo  weltlie  of  jjis  Avorldc  •  and  for  avjso  men  Ye  mayors,  and 

1  111  wealtliy  judges, 

ben  llOlden,  who  purchase 

To  purchace  ^ow  pardourt  '  and  pe  popis  bulles.  ^^"^  ["foi.  33.] 

At  be  dredcful  dome  *  Aviian  dedfe]  shullen  rise, 

'  u  J  '  wlien  ye  stand 

And  comen  alle  bifor  cryst  •  aconntis  to  jelde,  1 88  before  cinist  at 

How  fow  laddest  fi  lyf  here  •  and  Ms  lawes  kej)test,       and  your  deeds 
And  how  ]jow  dedest  day  hi  day  '  pe  dome  wil  reherce ;  "162 

A  poke  ful  o^f  jpardou/i  j^ere  *  ne  prouinciales  lettrcs,        though  you  had  a 
Theigh  je  be  founde  in  fe  fratcrnete  •  of  alle  ]je  fonre  provincial  letters, 

ordres,  192 

And  haue  indulgences  double-fulde  •  but  if  dowel  30W 

help, 
I  sette  30wre  patcntes  and  30wrc  pardou?zz  •  at  one  pies  i  win  give  uttie 

-     ,      .  for  your  pardon 

■neie  .  unless  Do-well 

IT  For-]?i  I  conseille  alle  cristene  •  to  crye  god  mercy,        epjo"- 
And  Marie  his  moder  •  be  owre  mene  bitwene,  196  God  give  us  grace 

,      ,  T  T  ,  to  work  such 

pat  god  gyue  vs  grace  here  •  ar  we  gone  hennes,  work?,  that  Do- 

rii  ij.  1  i-i  11  well  at  doomsd.TV 

buche  werkes  to  werche  •  while  we  ben  here,  ^jn  ^^^  ^^  ^-^^ 

jiat  after  owre  deth-day  •  dowel  reherce,  ^°^'''  "''"• 

At  jje  day  of  dome  •  we  dede  as  he  hijte.  200 

[Explicit  visio  wiUehm  de  petxo  ^jJoioman.     Et 

seqmtm'  vita  de  doicell,  DoLeft,  et  Do-heste, 

secimdu??i  icy  it  cj-  reson.'] 

1S5.  fori  COBR  om.  if  don-cT]  dowel  wil  R. 

186.  and']  at  O.  194.  jjardonnz^    pardon   "WC'ROB. 

187.  dede]  so  ut,\yCR  ;  j^e  dede  B  ;     o/u']   on   RB  ;  a   0.    jncs  hcle]    pese 
ded  L.     rise'}  arise  CB.  hule  C  ;  pcese  hole  B. 

188.  bifo)-}   to-fore   \V.     arouiitls']         lOfi.   be}  f^at  she  be  B. 
and  acountes  R.  198.  ivhile}  pe  while  R. 

190.  dcdc.rf}  dost  R.  199.  deth-daij}  dede-day  C. 

191.  polic\  pook  C  ;  poulij  R.  Colophon.      From     MS.     Car.ib. 

192.  fourc\  fyue  R.  Univ.  Lib.  LI.  4.  14,  in  a  later  hatul ; 
19o.    iiiduhjcnci's}    indulgence  CB.     cf.  Text  A. 


iVm  rjuskiu  k  ^o-focl,  ^M,  tt  Jlo-lcst 


s((miiiuin  Mit  tt  |ltsoun. 


PASS.  VIII.]  PKOLOGUE    TO    "  VISIO    DE    DO-WEL."  125 


PASSUS  VIII.     (INCIPIT  DO-WEL.) 

Passus  odauus  de  vislone  [Petri  Ploiuman.     Inclpit 
Dowel,  Dohet,  ^  Dohest'] 

I03 

THus  yrobed  in  russet  ■  I  romed  aboute  Everywhere  i 

wandered,  to  find 
Al  a  somer  sesouw  ■  for  to  seke  dowel,  Do-weii. 

And  frayned  ful  oft  •  of  folke  fat  I  mette, 

If  ani  wi5te  "wiste  •  where  dowel  was  at  Inne,  4 

And  what  man  he  mi3te  he  *  of  many  man  I  axed. 

51  Was  neuere  wi3te,  as  I  went  •  Iput  me  wisse  couthe      None  knew  where 

he  dwelt. 

Where  J)is  lede  lenged  •  lasse  ne  more ; 

II  Tyl  it  hifel  on  a  fryday  *  two  freres  I  mette,  8  one  Friday,  i  met 

two  Minorites, 

Maistres  of  jje  Menoures  •  men  of  grete  witte. 

I  hailsed  hem  hendely  •  as  I  hadde  lerned. 

And  preyed  hem  pa?"  charitee  •  ar  Jjei  passed  forther,        and  asked  them 

.  ,  .  ,_    to  tell  me  wliere 

If  jjei  knewe  any  contre  •  or  costes,  as  fei  went,         12  oo-weii  dwelt. 
Where  fat  doAvel  dwelleth  •  doth  me  to  wytene. 

Title.     {^Petrl — DoJjcsQ  so  in  K  sj)elt  rowmed  in  L,  but  iJie   line   is 

(but  with  the  spelling  Plowiiman)  ;  &  marhed. 

p/■^mus  de  dowel  LW  ;  vt  sup?'a  C  ;  vt  3.  frayned']  asked  C. 

supra  ;  Et  hie  incipit  primus  de  do-  4.  was']  were  E. 

wel,    &c.,   B.     0  Tiic'ely   lias   Passus  5.  man]  men  B. 

octauus.     See  the  Note.  6.    Was — weiit]  And  was  ncufre  in 

Obs.     From- this  2}oint  mere  varia-  })is  worlde  R. 

tions  of  spelling   and   inflexion  will  7.  0  omits,     lenged']  logged  was  B. 

not  so  often  be  given,  as  they  can  be  ne]  o);ur  B. 

well  ascertained  from  the  foregoing  9.  Maistres]  And  maistres  E. 

part.  11.  7^a?*]  for  CR  ;  p?<r  OB. 

1.    romed  WCRO]    romed  me   B  ;  12.  contre]  courte  R,     as]  )-er  E. 


12G 


THE    PARABLE    OF   THE    WAGOIXG    BOAT.  [PASS.  VIII. 


t  For  sucii  go       IT  For   pei  ben  men  on  jjis  jnolJe  *  fiat  moste  wyde 

ahout every- 
where, walken, 

And  knowen  contrees,  and  conrtes  *  and  many  kynnos 

places, 
Eothe  piynces  paleyses  '  and  pore  menncs  cotes,         16 
And  do-Avel  and  do-yuel  •  where  fiei  dwelle  botlie. 
IT   "  Amonges   vs,"  quod  \)q  Menonrs  •  "  fiat  man  is 

dwellynge, 
And  euere  liath,  as  I  hope  '  and  euere  shal  here-after." 
IT  "  Contra,"  quod  I  as  a  clerke  *  and  comsed  to  dis- 

puten,  20 

And  seide  [hem]  sothli,  ^^sepa'es  '  in  die  cadit  histus  ; 
Seuene  sythes,  seith  fe  boke  •  synnetli  fe  ri3tful. 
And  Avho-so  synneth,"  I  seyde  '   "  doth  yuel,  as  me 

finketh, 
And  dowel  and  do-yuel  •  mow  noujt  dwelle  togideres. 
Ergo,  he  n\"s  nau3t  alway  •  amoiige  30W  freres  ;  25 

He  is  otherwhile  ellis  where  •  to  wisse  Jje  peple." 
"I'll explain  that  IF  "  I  slial  scy  fic,  my  sone  "  •  seide  J)e  frere  Jjanne, 

about  the  __ 

rigiiteous man,"        How  seueiie  sitiics  f)e  saiunan  *  on  Jje  day  synneth; 
By  a   forbisene,"    quod   fie   frere  *  "  I    shal    fjo   fairs 


"  With  us,  at  all 
times,"  said  one. 

"  Xay,"  said  I, 
"  even  the 
righteous  man 
sins  seven  times 

[Fol.  33  b.] 
a  day, 
(Prov.  xxiv.  16.) 


so  he  cannot 
always  be  with 
you." 


shewe. 


29 


lie  is  safe. 


moeue 


"Put  a  man  in  a    H  Lat  bryiige  a  man  in  a  bote  •  amydde  a  brode  water, 

boat  in  open  sea, 

pe  wynde  and  J)e  water  •  and  fie  bote  wagg}  nge 
and  the  wagging    ^Liketli  be  mail  many  a  tyme  •  to  fivlle  and  to  stonde  : 

of  the  boat  will  i  j  ^  j 

make  him  For  stoiidc  lic   neuere   so   styf  •  he  stombleth  ^if  he 

stumble,  though 

33 

do-wol  CB.     0  omits  this  line. 

25.  nys^  is  CROB, 

26.  is']  C  om. 

27.  81101]  B  om. 

28.  ]>e  (2)]  a  WCOB. 
21).  a  forhiscnc']  an  en?amplo  B. 

30.  a  (;})]  >e  wcon. 

32.  )jr]  a  O.  «]  KO  om.  ami]  f^nn 
B.     stonde]  stumble  O. 

33.  he]  V>  om.  stomhlcth]  tiinihlrfj 
B.  ')nociic]  iiieuc  Wlv ;  nioiie)?  O; 
meuyjj  B. 


14.  n-ydc]  wilde  COB. 
14—17.  II  omits. 

15,  co7itrees  and   courtcs]    townos 
and  contreis  B. 

18.  \>e  Menours]  a  menoures  (s(f)  R. 

19.  euere  (2)]  B  om. 

20.  comsed]  by-gane  C. 

21.  [/uv/i  WCOB]  LR  fl/«.     sothli] 
R  om. 

22.  seith]  on  \>(i  day  «ei{j  B. 

23.  I  sei/de]    lie  saide  CO  ;    seide 
lie  li. 

24.  don-cl—do-}/iiel]    do-yiid    mid 


PzVSS.  VIII.]  THE   DOCTRINE   OF   FREE-WILL.  127 

Ac  3it  is  he  sauf  and  sounJe  •  and  so  liym  bihoucth, 

For  jif  he  ne  arise  fe  rather  •  and  rau3te  to  Jie  stiere  ;     vet  if  he  neglects 

,  the  hehn,  he  will 

pe  wynde  wolde,  wyth  Jje  wate?*  •  pe  bote  oiierthrowe  ;    be  upset  by  his 
And  panne  were  his  lyf  loste   •  foiirgh  lacchesse  of  °"'"  '*""• 

hym-self.  37 

IT  And  pus  it  ialleth,"  q?/od  pe  freve  •  "  bi  folke  here  on  Even  so  on  ciiUi. 

erthe  ; 
pe  water  is  likned  to  pe   workle   •  pat   wanyeth  and  105 

wexeth, 
)3e  godis  of  pis  grounde  aren  like  •  to  pe  grete  wawes,      The  waves  are 

this  woHJ's 

}3at  as  wyndes  and  wederes  •  walweth  aboute.  41  fluctuating  nehes. 

be  bote  is  likned  to  ovn'e  body  •  bat  brutel  is  of  kynde,  Tiie  boat  is  the 

■"  -^       '^  J  '   frail  body. 

j)at  porugh  pe  fende  and  [pe]  fiesshe  •  and  pe  frele  worlde 
Synneth  pe  sadman  •  a  day,  seuene  sythes.  44 

IT  Ac  dedly  synne  doth  he  nGU3t  •  for  dowel  hym  kepith,  Yet  the  just  man 

doth  no  deiuUij 

And  pat  is   charite  pe  chanipioim  •   chief  help  a^ein  sin,  and  is  safe. 

synne ; 
For  he  strengtheth  man  to  stonde  •  and  stereth  niannes 

soule, 
And  powgh  pi  body  bow  ■  as  bote  doth  in  pe  water,  48 
Ay  is  );  i  soule  sauf  •  but  [if]  pi-self  wole 
Do  a  dedly  synne  •  and  drcnche  so  pi  soule  ;  if  thou  do  (/carf/i/ 

r~\       ^  1  no  ^        •       t  i  -p-iciil  *'"'  t'^^U  art 

God  wole  suiire  wel  pi  sleuthe  '  ^if  pi-seli  lyketh.  justly  drowned." 

For  he  3af  pe  to  3eres3yue  *  to  3eme  wel  pi-selue,        52 
And  pat  is  witte  a[nd]  fre  wille  •  to  euery  wyjte  a  por- 

ciou??, 
To  fleghyng  foules  •  to  fissches  &  to  bestes. 
Ac  man  hath  moste  perof  •  and  moste  is  to  blame, 

34-.  Ac']  And  CB.  48.  AncT]   f^at  R.     ]>on-gh'\  Ao\]>  V,. 

35.  stiere']  steere  Vv'' ;   stere  COB  ;     p/]  \>q  W.     [pc]  C  om. 

Sterne  E.  49.    [_if  WCOB]    LR   om.      \>i-self 

36.  myth]  and  R.  7vole]  fjow  wole  J^i-selue  W. 

39.  wani/et/i]  wanes  C  ;  wanti}?  B.  50.  so]  CB  om.     soule]  selue  E. 

41.  walmeth]        walke}?      WRB  ;         51.  sleutJie]  s,on\e 'R. 
walkes  C  ;  walken  0.  62.  to  (1)]  a  W. 

42.  iody]  bodyes  CB.  53.  aiid]   L  has  a,  hut  the  line  is 

43.  \,at]  And  B.      [):<?  WCOB]   ^     marlied  for  correction ;  and  WCROB. 
LR.     pe  (3)]  ]>\s  E.  54.  ^•]  and  also  COB. 

47.  vian]  men  W.  55.  vian]  panne,  altered  to  nwn  R, 


128 


THE    DREAMER  AGAIN    FALLS    ASLEEP. 


[pass.  vin. 


"I  can't  follow 
that,"  said  I;  "■■ 
farewell." 


[Fol.  31.] 


But  if  he  worche  wel  J^er-witli  •  as  dowel  hym  teclieth." 
IT  "  I  liaue  no  kynde  knoAvyiig,"  q^uod  I  •  "to  conceyue 
alle  30wre  wordes,  57 

Ac  if  I  may  lyue  and  loke  •  I  slial  go  lerne  bettere." 
"  I  bikenne  f e  cryst,  [quod  he]  •  Jiat  on  fe  crosse  deyde." 
And  I  seyde,  "  pe  same  •  saue  30W  fro  myschaunce,   60 
And  ^iue  30"W  grace  on   J)is  grounde  •  good  men  to 
"worthe." 

Again  I  wandered  ^  Aud  J3US  I  woiit  widc-Avherc  *  walkyng  mync  one, 
By  a  wilde  ■wildernesse  *  and  bi  a  "wode-syde. 
Blisse  of  J30  briddes  '  [abyde  me  made,]  64 

And  vnder  a  lynde  vppon  a  launde  ■  lened  I  a  stoiuale, 
To  lythe  fe  layes  •  J)e  lonely  foules  made. 

Then  I  slept         Murthe  of  her  mouthes  *  made  me  fere  to  slepe  ; 

Mwi'drous  dream.   ]?e  merueillousest  meteles  •  mette  me  Jjanne  68 

pat  euer  dremed  "wyjte  *  in  worlde,  as  I  "wene. 

One  like  myself     IT  A  moche  man,  as  me  ]50U3te  •  and  lyke  to  my-selue 

came,  and  called 

mc  by  name,        Come  and  Called  me  •  by  my  kynde  name. 


alone,]  and 
came  to  a  grove, 

106 

and  listened  to 

the  sweet  birds' 
lays. 


who  said,  lie  was 
Tlioiight. 


"  Thonsfht,"  s.iid 
I,  "  tell  me  where 
is  Uo-well." 


"  What   artow,"    cp/^^l    I    J7o    •    "  fat    Ipow   raj   name 

knoAvestl"  72 

"  )5at  ]:o^Y  wost  Avel,"  quod  he  •  "  and  no  Avy3te  bettere." 
'Tr"AVote    I  Avhat   )?ow   art?"    •   "pon^t,"   seyde  he 

Jeanne, 
"  I  bane  smvcd  pc  fis  seucne  3ere  •  sey  ]jow  me  no 

rather  1 " 
%  "  Art  ]30\v  thougld '? "  qz<od  I  ]30  •  "  fow  couthcst  me 

Avisse  70 


57,  2o?y/Y']  Yi  R. 

59.  [qttodheW^  qiiod  ]^e\  R  ;  LCOB 
on.     on  J36']  on  W  ;  v])pon  \>e  B. 
G2.  mynci]  bi  myn  B. 
()3.  wodc-Hydc']  wodes  side  WCB. 

04.  Blisse]  \>e  blisse  B.  \:o'\  \>e 
WCOB.  [^ahydc  me  made  11]  brouito 
me  aslepe  LWCOB.  But  see  the 
three  neu-t  lines  ;  and,  ef.  Text  A. 

05.  «  (1)]  RB  om.  rjyjyon'}  A'nder  B. 
J]  y  me  B. 

(i<).  lythe']  biren  B.  \,c  (2)]  \>ai  \>o 
B  ;  \>^i  jjo  11,     hnicly]  II  om. 


G7.  slrpe]  sleiile  W. 

fi8.  ]pe]  E  om.  vierveillovsest] 
Merueylokest  R  ;  merueilous  B.  mctte 
me]  Mette  I  me  0  ;  me  mette  B. 

G9.  L  repeats  dremed,  hut  the  line 
is  marhcd. 

70.  morhr]  m)'kil  C,     me']  R  om. 

72.  )po]  R  vm. 

75.  sey]  seye  W  ;  seyj  0  ;  sawe  C. 

76.  couthest — wisse]  kannes  me 
wisse  C  ;  knowest,  y-wysse  B  ;  coud- 
est  me  wisse  where  R. 


PASS.   VIII."'       ACCOUNT    OF    DOWEL,    DO-BET,    AND    DO-BEST.  129 

Where     jjat    dowel    dwelletli    •    and    do    mc    Jjut    to 

kuowe  1 " 
IF  ''  Dowel  and  dobet  •  and  dobest  fe  tbridde,"  qwod  he, 
"Aren  three  faire  vertues   •   and  betli  nau3te  fer  to 

fynde. 
Wh.o-so  is  trewe  of  his  tonge  •  and  of  his  two  handes,      "  whoever  is 

... meek,  mild,  and 

And  fiorugh  liis   labonre    or   jjorugh   his   londe  ■  his  true,"  said  he, 
Ij'flode  wynneth,  81  follows. 

And  is  trusti  of  his  tailende  •  taketh  but  his  owne, 

And  is  nou3t  dronkenlew  ne  dedeignous  •  dowel  hym  lo? 

fqlweth. 

Dobet_dothry3t  pns  •  ac  he  doth  moche  more  ;  84  Do-bet  does  even 

more,  and  gives 

He  is  as  low  as  a  lombe  •  and  loueHche  of  speche,  to  the  needy. 

And  helpeth  alle  men  •  after  j^at  liem  nedeth ; 

j)e  bagges  and  jje  bigurdeles  *  he  hath  to-broken  hem 

alle, 
J/at  fie  Erl  auarous  •  helde,  and  his  heires  ;  88 

And  jju.s  with  Ma??imonaes  [moneie]  •  he  hath  made 

hym  frendes, 
And  is   ronne   in-to  Religion?*  •  and  hatli  rendred   be  and  hath  rendered 

°  •'       the  Hible, 

bible. 
And  precheth  to  be  poeple  •  seynt  Ponies  wordes,  '^^^^  preaches 

from  the  text, 

Lihenter    siifferfis    insijtientes,    cum    sitis    ijysi  2  Cor.  xi.  i9. 
sapientes, 
'  And  suQreth  pe  vnwise  •  with  30W  for  to  libbe,         92 
And  with  gladde  wille  doth  hem  gode  •  for  so  god  30W 
hoteth.' 

77.  }pat  (2)]  hjTii  E.  87.  to-lrokeTi]  to-brook  C  ;  broken 

78.  \>e]  0  om.  B. 

81.  07-]  and  B.     ])onigh  (2)]  COB         88.  ]>e]  B  om. 

om.     londe']  londes  COB.  89.     );?/s]     E    om.      3Tamvionaei\ 

82.  CBo/«.  ?iistailench^i^Y\\xig  0.  Mamondes  0.    [moreeie  WCOB]  mone 

83.  is]  is  {j^rinted  his)  W.  dronli-  LE.  hatli]  had  B.  made]  ymade  E. 
enlcivi]  dronkelew  E  ;  dronkelewe  90.  in-to]  to  WCOB.  lible]  bille 
{printed  dronklewe)  WB  ;  dronklewe  (!)  E. 

C  ;  drunklew  0.    dedeignous]  deygn-  91.  precheth]  pj-cched  CE. 

ous  CB.  92,  93.  In  one  line — And  to  {^e  rn- 

8i.  doth  (1)]  does  C  ;  do  B.    he]  B  Avise  ye  do   goode  •  for  so  god  yow 

om.  beddis  C  ;  B  the  same,  but  with  hoti]? 

85.  as  (\)]  B  om-.  for  beddis. 


130 


THE   DREAMER    WANTS    TO    LEARN    MORE.  [PASS.  VIII. 


Do-best  is  above 
both,  and  bears  a 
bishop's  crosier. 


[Fol.  31  !>.] 

Do-well  and  Do- 
bet  have  crowned 
a  king, 


108 


with  consent  of 
Do-best." 


I  thanlced  him, 
and  asked  hiin 
where  these  three 
dwelt. 


"  Only  Wit  can 
tell  thee,"  Baid  he. 


.lo  Tlioiight  and 
I  went  on  till  we 
met  Wit. 


51  Dobest  is  aboiie  bothe  •  and  bereth  a  bisscboges 

crosse, 
Is  hoked  on  fat  one  ende  •  to  halie  men  fro  belle. 
A  pyke  is  on  fat  potente  •  to  pulte  adown  jje  wikked, 
J?at  way  ten  any  wikkednesse  •  dowel  to  tene.  97 

And  dowel  j.nddobet  •  amonges  bem  ordeigned 
To  croune  one  to  be  kjnge  *  to  reiile  hem  botbe ; 
)pat  3if  dowel  or  dobet  •  did  ajein  dobest,  100 

}5annc  sbal  fe  kynge  come  •  and  casten  hem  in  j-rens, 
And  but  if  dobest  bede  for  hem  •  fei  to  be  fere  for 

euere. 
IT  Thus  dowel  and  dobet  •  and  dobest  fe  thridde, 
Crouned  one  to  be  kynge  •  to  kepen  hem  alle,  104 

And  to  reiile  fe  Eeume  •  bi  her  thre  wittes, 
And  none  other-Avise  •  but  as  fei  thre  assented.'' 
H  I  thonked  thon3t  J?o  •  fat  he  me  fus  tau3te  ; 
"  Ac  jete  sauonreth  me  noujt  fi  seggyng  •  I  coueite  to 

lerne  108 

How  dowel,  dobet,  and  dobest  •  don  amonges  f  e  pcplc." 
II  "  But  ATitte  conne  wisse  fe,"  q?<od  fou3t  •  "  where  f  o 

thre  dwelle  ; 
Ellis  wote  I  none  fat  can  •  fat  now  is  alyue." 
11  ])ow^te  and  I  thus  *  thre  days  we  3eden,  112 

DisputjTig  vppon  dowel  •  day  after  other. 


9i.  lofhe']  hem  boj^c  0. 

95.  Js]  And  is  B.  Jtoked']  an  boke 
E. 

96.  A']  And  a  B.  is]  R  om.  on— 
potente]  on  )>e  potente  CO ;  in  \>q 
poj-nt  B.  2'ulte]  pelte  R  ;  pilte  O  ; 
putte  WCB.     wiMed]  helle  B. 

97.  n-ikkednesse]  wickednesse  to 
doB. 

98.  and  (2)]  ha}j  B.  ordeigned'] 
ordeyneden  0  ;  ordeynej?  B  ;  lian  or- 
deyned  W. 

99.  one']  and  R.  R  omits  from  to 
reule  (1.  99)  to  kynge  in  I.  104. 

100.  did]  do>  0. 

101.  casten]  putte  B. 

102.  icdv]  did  C;  dyde  B;  bidde 


0.    licm]  hym  CB.     \>ci — ]jcre]  jjci  be 
Jjer  0  ;  J^er  to  be  B. 

103.  dohest]  best  C. 

104.  he]  he  {printed  ihe)^S:■,  f>e  B. 
Ttcpen]  so  in  WCOR  ;  spelt  kepiu  L  ; 
B  has  lielpe. 

105.  \>e']  Y\  0. 

106.  none]  in  non  B.  assented'] 
assentes  C  ;  assentej?  B. 

107.  \>us]  B  om. 

108.  Ac  ^ete]  Ac  R  ;  And  yet  C  ; 
And  ari3t  B.  seggyng]  seying  W ; 
sayeng  C  ;  segge  B.     lerne]  lere  B. 

110.  quod]  C  em.     )>o]  {jei  B. 

111.  can]  can  ]>e.  telle  B.  is  alyne] 
lyuejj  B. 

112.  7ve]  COB  07n. 


PASS.  VIII.]  WILLIAM    AND    THOUGHT    MEET    WITH    WIT.  131 

And  ar  we  were  ywar  •  with  witte  gan  Ave  mete. 

He  was  longe  and  lenc  •  liclie  to  none  other, 

Wa-S  no  jiruyde  on  his  apparaille  •  ne  poiierte  noyther, 

Sadde  of  his  semblaunt  •  and  of  soft  chiere.  117 

I  dorste  meue  no  matere  •  to  make  hym  to  iangle,  i  asked  Thought 

But  as  I  bad  jjoujt  fo  •  be  mene  bitwene,  io9 

question  for  me. 

And  put  forth  so??2me  pwrpos  •  to  prouen  his  wittes, 

What  was  dowel  fro  dobet  •  and  dobest  fi-amhem  bothe. 

IT  jjanne  J)0U3t  in  Jjat  tyme  •  seide  fise  wordes,         122  and  he  asked  him 

wli6rG  Do-well 

"  Where  dowel,  dobet  •  and  dobest  ben  in  londe,  no-bet,  and  Do- 

Here  is  wille  wolde  y  wyte  •  yif  witte  couthe  teche  hym. 
And  Avhether  he  be  man  or  [no]  man  •  Jjis  man  fayne 
wolde  aspye,  125 

And  worchen  as  pei  thre  wolde  "  J?is  is  his  entente." 

114.  «"e(l)]yB.    were y7var']  were  Iwitt  R. 

war  WB  ;  war  were  R.     we  (2)]   I  0.  125.   [no  man'\  so  in  RGB  ;  L  omits 

119.  be']  to  be  B.  no,  hvt  the  line  is  marked ;  WO  have 

120.  somme']  his  R.  wo7«man,  which  is  2»'oiably  corriqjt. 
123.    \\liere']    Whether  R.     dohef]  faijner\  COB  om. 

and  dobet  B.     len^  was  CB  ;  R  om.  126.  )jis]  thus  W. 

124-.  is]  X.om.   yivyte]  witeWCOB; 
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LADY    AXIMA    AND    THE    CASTLE    OF     CAMO.  [PASS.   IX. 


PASSUS  IX.     (DO-WEL  I.) 
Passus  nonus  \_de  visione  ;  et  primus  de  dowel. '\ 


no 

"  Do-well  dwells," 
Bald  Wit,  "  in  a 
castle  maile  by 
Kind  of  four 
tliiiigg, 

earth,  air,  wind, 
and  water. 


Within  the  castle 
Kind  has  inclosed 
the  lady  Aninia, 

whom  'the  jirince 
of  this  world ' 
[Fol.  35.] 
hates. 


Do-well,  Do-bet, 
and  Do-best  are 
her  appointed 
keepers. 


Ill 


"  Qire  dowel  dwelJetli,"  q?/oJ  witte   '   "  nou3t  a  day 

*^  hennes, 

In  a  castel  jjat  kyiide  made  *  of  fours  kynnes  finges  ; 
Of  erthe  and  eyre  is  it  made  •  medled  togideres, 
"With  wjaide  and  with  water  •  A\dtterly  enioyned.  4 

Kynde  hath  closed  ])ere-Inne  "  craftily  with-alle, 
A  lemraan  jjat  he  loueth  '  like  to  hym-selue, 
Anima  she  hatte  •  ac  enuye  hir  hateth, 
A  proude  pryker  of  Fraunce  •  'prijnceps  hulus  imindi,  8 
And  wolde  winne  hir  awey  •  with  ■\vjdes,  and  he  my3te. 
^  Ac  kynde  knowetli  ]jis  Avel  •  and  kepeth  hir  Jie  bettere, 
And  hath   do  hir  Avith  sire   doAvel   •   is   duke   of  fis 

marches. 
Bohet  is  hir  damoisele  •  sire  doweles  doubter,  12 

To  serue  fis  lady  lelly  •  bothe  late  and  rathe. 
Dobest  is  aboue  bothe  •  a  bisschopes  pere ; 
)5at  he  bit,  mote  be  do  •  he  reuleth  hem  aUe ; 
Anima  fat  lady  •  is  ladde  bi  his  lerynge.  IG 


TiTLic.  Passus  nonus  LO  ;  rivssua 
Nonus  dc  visione,  vt  supr«  Cll;  to 
which  W  adds  et  p?'tm?w  de  Do-bet 
(aft  ohvloiis  mutake^  ;  B  adds,  et  &e- 
cuMdus  de  Dowel.  But  Crowley  has 
the  correct  title. 

2.  hijiiHcs']  mancr  K. 

3.  eyre']  of  Eyr  WB  ;  licyer  B.  is 
if]  is  it  {printed  it  is)  W. 

C.  Uhi']  y-liche  R. 


7.  hattc^  liatteth  R. 

10.  Ac']  Aud  OR. 

11.  And— do]  And  hath  T-do  R; 
As  does  C  ;  And  doo)^  W ;  As  dojj  B. 
sire]  R  om.     ])is]  \)&  R. 

14.  ahoue]  aboute  R. 
]").  do]  don  B;  doon  0.     rculcth'] 
reule  ('. 

IG.  lerynijc]   krnyng  R. 


PASS.  IX.]  CONSTABLE    IN  WIT    AND    HIS    FIVE    SONS.  133 

IT  Ac  j)G  constable  of  jjat  castel   '  Jjat  kepeth  al  ])Q  The  constable  of 

,  the  castle  is  In- 

WaCCne,  wit  [Conscience], 

Is  a  wys  kni3te  with-al  •  sire  Inwitte  h.e  hatte, 

And  hath  fyue  fey  re  sones  •  hi  his  first  wyf ; 

Sire  sewel  and  savwel  •  and  herewel  be  hende,  20  whose  sons  are 

''  '  See-woll,  Say- 

Sire    worche-wel-wyth-bine-hande    •    a    Avijte    man   of  "'^ii,  Hiai-woii, 

•"  -^  Work-well,  aiul 

strengthe,  Go-weii." 

And  sire  godfrey  gowel  •  gret  lordes  for  sothe. 
)5ise  fyue  ben  sette  •  to  saue  ])is  lady  anima, 
Tyl  kynde  come  or  sende  •  to  saue  hir  for  euere."       24 
IF  "What  kynnes  thyng  is  kynde,"  q«od  I  •  "  caustow  "whois  Kimi?" 

said  I. 

me  telle  1 " 
^  "Kynde,"  q?wd  witte,  "is  acreatour  •  of  alle  kynues  "Kind  is  the 

great  Creator, 
finges  ;  who  made  all 

Fader  and  fourmo«r  •  of  al  Jiat  euere  was  maked  ;  "°  ' 

And  J^at  is  |)e  gret  god  •  jiat  gynnynge  had  neuere,     28 

Lorde  of  lyf  and  of  l3^3te  •  of  lysse  and  of  peyne. 

Angeles  and  al  Jjing  •  aren  at  his  wille. 

Ac  man  is  hym  moste  lyke  •  of  marke  and  of  schafte  ;     man  being  most 

like  Himself. 

For  Jjorugh  pe  worde  ])at  he  spake  •  wexen  forth  bestes, 

Dixit,  4*  facta  sunt ;  Ps.  cxiviii.  5 

i.  adam  (Vu!g.). 

IT  And  made  man  likkest  ■  to  hym-self  one,  33  Cll-'i] 

And  Eue  of  his  ribbe-bon  •  Avith-outen  eny  mene. 

For  he  was  synguler  hym-self  •  and  seyde  faciamus, 

As  who  seitli,  '  more  mote  here-to  •  fan  my  worde  one  ;  t  An  argument 

-» r  J      1     1  •  i  1  1       )  r>  fT    fo''  ''"^  Trinity. 

JNly  my^te  mote  lieipe  •  now  with  my  speche.  67 

Elite  as  a  lorde  sholde  make  le//res  •  and  hym  lakked  t  a  writer  needs 

botli  parchment 

parcliemyn,  and  pen. 

20.  heren'er\  sire  here-wel  R.  31.     hijm    mostc']    most    liym    R. 

21.  Sire]  And  CB.  schafte']  schape  C 

22.  gret  lordes]  a  grete  lord  R.  32.    wexen]    so   in   LRO  ;    woxen 

23.  sane]  kepe  W.     lady]  R  om.  WCB.      Dixit]    Et   dixit  B.      svnt'] 

25.  hjnnes]  kynne  R ;  COB  om.  sunt,  &c.  CB. 

26.  creatour]  creature  COB.     alle         33.  likkest]  I-likest  R. 
kynnes]     alkj'nge    C  ;     alkynne    R ;         Si.  rnenti]  mede  B. 
alkyns  O.  35.  and]  R  om. 

28.  ]pat — yrct]  ]>e  get  (sic)  R.  SC>.  mote  Iiere-tol  mut  perto  0. 

29,  lysse]  blisse  RB.  37.  now]  for{3  W, 
29,  30.   Transjjosed  in  B,  38.  a.]  C  om-. 
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THE    CREATION    OF    MAN. 


[PA£S.  IX. 


t  So  God  made 
man  by  His  Word 
and  Might. 


[Fol.  85  6.] 


The  castle  is 
called  Caro. 


The  lady  is  I,ife, 
or  A niiiia,  and 
dwells  in  man's 
heart; 

In-wit  is  in  his 
head,  and  rules 
Aniina. 


t  Wo  to  him  who 
misuses  his  In- 
wit. 


Jjougli  he  coutli  write  neuere  so  wel  •  ^if  lie  had  no  penne, 
j)e  lfi^^re[s]  for  al   J)e  lordship   •   I  leue  were  neuere 

ymaked.  40 

IT  And  so  it  semeth  hi  hym  •  as  fe  bible  telleth, 

Jpere  he  seyde,  dixit,  ^  facta  sunt  ; 
He  moste  Avorche  wdth  his  wordc  •  and  his  witte  shewe. 
And  in  fis  nianere  was  man  made  •  J:)orugh  my3te  of 

god  almi3ti, 
"With  his  worde  and  werhemanschip  ■  and  with  lyf  to 

laste.  44 

And  jjus  god  gaf  hym  a  goost  •  of  pe  godhed  of  heuene, 
And  of  his  grete  grace  •  graunted  hym  blisse, 
And  J)at  is  lyf  fat  ay  shal  last  •  to  al  [his]  lynage  after. 
And  J)at  is  jje  castel  J^at  kynde  made  •  caro  it  hatte,  48 
And  is  as  moche  to  mene  ■  as  man  with  a  soule  ; 
And  fiat  he  wrou3t  Avith  werke  •  and  with  worde  bothf, 
jOorugh  my3te  of  jje  maieste  •  man  was  ymaked. 
%  Inwit  and  alle  wittes  •  closed  ben  per-inne,  52 

For  loue  of  fie  lady  anima  •  fat  lyf  is  ynempned  ; 
Ouer  al  in  mannes  body  •  he  walketh  and  wandreth, 
Ac  in  fe  herte  is  hir  home  *  and  hir  moste  reste. 
Ac  Inwitte  is  in  fe  hed  •  and  to  the  herte  he  loketh, 
AVhat  anima  is  lief  or  loth  •  he  lat  hir  at  his  wille ;  57 
For  after  fe  grace  of  god  •  }»e  grettest  is  Inwitte. 
IT  ]\Ioche  wo  worth  fat  man  •  fat  mys-renleth  his  In- 

witt/^, 
And  fat  be  gloton»s  globbares  •  her  god  is  her  wombe  ; 


39.  no]  a  CB. 

40.  Icttres  0]  \ettre.  LWCRB ; 
Crowley  han  letters  ;  see  I.  38. 

41.  senicth']  semed  R.  bible]  book 
COB.  he  seyde]  itsayesC;  hit  seij? 
B  ;  he  seyf?  O. 

45.  of]  \)0TU2  W.  ffodhcd]  godded 
R. 

47.  IJiis  WR]  LCOB  om.  lynage] 
lyuages  CO. 

4«.  \>at]  ^is  R.  casteT]  catel  (!) 
RB. 


49.  is]  jjat  is  0. 

50.  ovorde]  his  wordcs  R. 

52.    I/uvit]    In-wyttis    B.     closed] 
I-clothed  R. 

54.  CB  07nit. 

55.  Ac]   And  WC.     Jur  (1)]   his 
C  ;  B  otn.     hir  (2)]  his  CB. 

50.  Inwitte]  wytt  B.     he']  R  om. 
57.  or]  &  O.     //(.5]  hire  R. 
59.  mnn']  w\-!^t  R. 

GO.  glohbarcs]  glubbercsWO;  glob- 
bers  C  ;  clobberis  B. 


PASS.   IX.]  THE    CHURCH    SHOULD    PROTECT    IDIOTS.  135 

Quorum  deus  venier  est.  t  PiiiUp.  \\\.  lo. 

For  ])ei  seruen  satlian  •  her  soule  shal  he  liaue  ;  Gl 

)5at  liueth  synful  lyf  here  •  her  soule  is  liche  fe  deuel. 
And  alle  pat  lyuen  good  lyf  •  arcn  like  god  almi3ti, 

Qui  manet  in  carifate,  in  deo  manef,  <$'C.  1 1  st  John  iv. 

16. 

^  Alias  !  fat  drynke  shal  for-do  •  ])at  god  dere  l)0U3te, 
And  doth  god  forsaken  hem  •  fat  he  shope  to  his  lik- 
nesse ;  G5 

Avien  dieo  vohis,  nescio  vos :  4'  cdihi:  et  dimisi  +Mat. xxv.  12; 

Ps.  Ixxx.  13 

COS  secundum  desideria  eorum.  (Vuig.). 

IT  Poles  fat  fauten  Inwitte  •  I  fynde  fat  holicherche        +  idiots  should 
Shulde  fynden  hem  fat  hem  [f.mtet]i]  ■  and  faderelees  thechuroii; 

children  ; 
And  '\vy;dwes  fat  lian  noujte  Avher-with  •  to  wynnen 

hem  her  fode,  68 

Madde  men,  and  maydenes  •  fat  helplees  were  ;  t  and  so  shouui 

.  widows,  mailmuii, 

Alls  fise  lakkeii  Tnwitte  •  and  lore  bihoiietn.  and  i^eipiess 

^  Of  fis  niatere  I  my3te  ■  make  a  longe  tale, 
And  fynde  fele  Avitnesses  •  amonges  fe  foure  doctours, 
And  fat  I  lye  noujt  of  fat  T  lere  f e  •  luke  bereth  wit- 
nesse.  73 

^  Godfader  and  godmoder  ■  fat  sen  her  godchildren        t  Godfathers  and 

Godmothers 

At  myseise  and  at  mischief  •  and  mowe  hem  amende,      should  protect 

their  charges. 

Shal  haue  penaunce  in  purgatorie  •  but  3if  f  ei  hem 
helpe.  76 

For  more  bilongeth  to  fe  litel  barne  •  ar  he  fe  lawe 
knoAve, 

)3an  nempnyng  of  a  name  •  and  he  neuere  f  e  wiser  ! 

Shulde  no  crystene  creature  •  crien  atte  3ate, 

venter']  venter  Qovvm  B.  ECOB]  fauted  LW  ;  marhed  in  L. 

61.  soule']  so  in  E;  soules  WCOB.  G8.   CB  omit. 

62.  soule]  soules  C.     deucl]  deuelis  72.  tvitnesses]  witnesse  CR. 
O.  73.  of—\ier]   I  lerethe  (.s/6')  R- 

63.  Uhe:]  lik  to  WCOB.  74.   Godfader]  Godfadir  OB  ;  God- 

64.  hourte]  abou^te  COB.  fadres  W.     godmoder]  godmodir  OB  ; 

65.  lie  shope]   schope   hem   B.     4'  godmodres  W. 

alibi — eo?'um]  R  om.     eorum]  Sec.  CB.         75.  At]  }.^at  is  R.     at]  COB  om. 
6G.  fauten]  faylen  B.  76.  3(/'J  if  COB  ;  W  om. 

67.     hem   (2)]     R    om.      [fauteth         78.  he]  CB  om. 
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DO-WELL    BEGINS    WITH    THE    FEAR    OF    THE    LORD. 


[pass. 


t  A  Jew  would 
not  see  a  Jew 
sulTer  want. 

[Fol.  SG.] 


t  It  is  a  great 
crime  to  give  to 
unwor 


Xe  faille  paj'u  ne   potage    •  and   p?'elates  did   as  Jjei 

shulden.  80 

A  luwe  woldo  nou^te  se  a  luwe  •  go  iangelyng  for  de- 

faute, 
For  alle  jie  nioebles  on  j?is  molde  •  and  lie  amende  it 

mi3te. 
^  Alias !  J^at  a  cristene  creature  •  slial  be  vnkynde  til 

an  other, 
Sitthen  luAves  j^at  "we  itigge  •  Indas  felawes,  84 

Ayther  of  hem  lielpeth.  otlier  •  of  Jiat  fat  liym  nedeth. 
t  wiiy  should  not  Whi  iiel  we  cristene  •  of  cristes  good  he  as  kynde 
ciiariiabie  liise-      As  luwcs,  Jjat  Leii  owrc  lores-nicii  ?  ■  shame  to  vs  alle  ! 
pG  comune  for  ]ier  A'nkyndenesse  •  I  drede  me,  shul 
ahye.  88 

^  Bisschopes  shul  he  blamed  •  for  beggeres  sake ; 
He  is  Avorse  Jian  ludas  •  j?at  3iueth  a  iaper  siluer, 
tiij'  objects.  And  hiddeth  Ipe  begger  go  •  for  his  broke  clothes  : 

Proditor  est  prelatus  cum  luda,  qui  2Mtnmo- 

nium  cliristi  minus  distrihuit :  Sf  alihi : 

Perniciosus  dlspensator  est,   qui  res  i^auperum 

Christ i  inutilitcr  consiimit. 

He  doth  nou3t  wel  ])at  dotli  )3us  •  ne  drat  nou^t  god 

alnii3ty,  92 

Xe  loueth  nou3t  salamones  fawes  •  fiat  sapience  tau3te  ; 

Inicium  sapiencie,  timor  domini : 
^  )jat  dredeth  god,  he  doth  wel ;  •  fat  dredeth  hym 
for  loue, 

90.  a  iajjcr']  lapers  COB. 

91.  blddeth]  bit  R.  Megger']  beg- 
geris  B.  go'\  go  ior]>  B.  viinvsi] 
xmmts  LCllOB  ;  minus  or  mimis  W. 
est'\  O  om,.      Chrisii']  COB  v7». 

92.  drat']  drad  K  ;  drat,  altered  to 
drad  C. 

93.  iVc]  He  W. 

94.  95.  COB  have  one  long  line — 
Dred  god  for  loue  &  \o\i  dosle  wel  ' 
but  nou^t  for  vewgeaunce,  and  \-o\\  dost 


[114] 

I's.  c-x.  10  fVul 
Keclus.  i.  16. 


80.  Ne']  And  R. 

82.  vioehleii]   inebles  WOB  ;  nobles 
(!)  R.     o«]  of  KB. 

83.  cristene  WCEOB]   spelt  cres- 
tene  m  L.    be]  be  so  OB.    til]  to  CB. 

84.  Sitthen]  Syn  W. 

85.  Ayther — hem]    ]pai  ayther  R. 
]>at  ];at]  hem  |)at  R.     hyv)]  hem  W. 

80.  net]   nyl  C  ;  nylen  0  ;  ne  wil 
R  ;  no  wille  B. 

87.  shame]  to  schame  R. 

88.  vnhijndenesse]  wikkednesso  CB. 
ahgit]  abide  B. 


bet. 

94.  drcdct/i]  drat  R  {bis). 


PASS.  IX.]  TRUE    WEDLOCK    IS    PLEASING    TO    GOD.  137 

And  nou3t  for  Jrede  of  veniaunce  •  doth  jjer-fore  J)e 

bettere ; 
He  dotli  best,  pat  •\vith-dra\veth  hym  •  by  day  and  bi 

ny3te  96 

To  spille  any  speche  •  or  any  space  of  tyme  ;  t  w.-iste  not 

speech  or  time 

Qui  offendlt  in  \yno\,  in  omnibus  est  reus.  (jamesii.  lo). 

^  Lesyng  of  tyme  •  trentlie  wote  f»e  sotbe  ! 
Is  moste  ybated  vp  erthe  •  of  hem  pat  beth  in  heuene, 
And  sitthe  to  spille  speche  •  bat  spyre  is  of  gixica,    100  t  sjieeph  is  God's 

glueiiian. 

And  goddes  gleman  •  and  a  game  of  heuene  ; 

Wolde  neuere  Jie  faithful  fader  •  his  fitliel  were  vn- 

tempred, 

j^e  his  gleman  a  gedelpige  •  a  goer  to  tauernes  ! 

^  To  alle  trew  tidy  men  •  fat  trauaille  desyren,         104  t  our  Lord  loves 

Owre  lorde  loueth  hem  and  lent  •  loude  other  stille,         xxxiii.  I'l  (Vu'ig.). 

i  Grace  to  go  to  hem  •  and  agon  her  lyfiode  ; 

Inquirentes  aufem  dominum  non  minuentur  omni 

bono. 

[11  fj 
H  Trewe  wedded  libbing  folk  •  in  j:is  Avorlde  is  dowel ;    t  Tru'y  weddea 

For  pel  mote  worcne  &  wynne  ■  and  pe  worlde  susteyne. 

For   of  her  kynde    pei   come  *  pat   confessoures   ben  of  such  come 

1  -I  r\r\    confessors, 

nempned,  109    martyrs,  &c. 

Kynges  and  kni3tes  •  kayseres  and  cherles, 

Maydenes  and  martires  •  out  of  o  man  come. 

J5e  wyf  was  made  pe  weye  •  for  to  help  worche,         112 

And  pus  was  wedloke  ywrou3t  •  with  a  mene  persone ;     tHowweddinss 

TT         1  •  r>    1  -11  1  o         ^  •^1  should  be  made. 

First  bi  pe  laderes  wille  •  and  pe  ireiides  conseille, 

95.  E  has — And  drad  hym  nan3t         102.  Ids]   ]pi?,  W.     vntempred~\  vu- 
for  loue  of  ven,treance  •  to  do  f^e  bettere.  tymbred  R. 

96.  He.  doth']  thow  dost  COB.     )pat         105.  Jiern]  0  om.     other]  e\\>er  O. 
— hijin]  if  {;ow  vvithdrawe  COB.  lOG.  to  hem^  to  hem  tille  R.     agon] 

97.  [y)io  WCOB]  verbo  LR  ;  see  p.  agoon  EO  ;  ofgon  W. 
184.     in — est]  est  in  omnibus  COB.  108.  mote]  musten  0. 

99.  yhated]    hatid    0.     rj)]    vpon  109.  \>eir\  he  R. 

WOB.  110.  Kaysers  and  kyngis  •  kuy3tti3 

100.  sitthe]  seche  R.     sjjijre]  spire     and  clerkis  B. 
CROB  ;  spicerie  W.  111.  £»]  a  COB. 

101 — 103.  C  omits  from  and  in  101  113 — 116.    R    omits  from   with    a 

to  gleman  in  103.  mene  to  ywrou'te. 


138 


seth's  seed  did  ill  in  marrying  Cain's.       [pass.  ix. 


[Fol.  36  b.] 


False  folk  are 
conceived  in  an 
ill  hour,  like  Cain. 


Pa.  vii.  15  (Vu!g.). 
[118] 


t  God  warned 
Setli's  issue  not 
to  marry  \vith 

Cain's. 


God  was  wroth 
with  thuMi  fur  so 
doing; 


Oen.  vi.  7. 

Wherefore  He 
hade  Noah  build 
the  ark, 


for  the  flood 
should  destroy 
C.iin's  seed. 


And  syttlienes  bi  assent  of  liewi-self  •  as  jjei  two  my3te 

acorde. 
And  thus  was  wedloke  ywT0U3te  •  and  god  hym-self  it 

made ;  116 

In  erthe  pe  heuene  is  *  hym-self  was  Jje  witnesse. 
*fr  Ac  fals  folke  faithlees  •  theues  and  lieres, 
Wastoures  and  wrecches  •  out  of  wedloke,  I  trowe, 
Conceyued  hen  in  yuel  tyme  •  as  caym  was  on  Eue.  120 
Of  such  synful  shrewes  •  pe  sauter  maketh  mynde, 

Concepit  In  dulore,  et  jyeperit  iniciuitatem,  ^'c. : 
And  alle  pat  come  of  Jiat  caym  •  come  to  yuel  ende. 
For  god  sent  to  seem  •  and  seyde  hi  an  angel, 
)3yne  issue  in  fyne  issue  •  I  wil  fiat  j?ei  he  w^edded, 
And   nou3t   fi    kynde     with    caymes    •    j'coupled    ne 

yspoused.  125 

%  3tit  some,  ajein  J)e  sonde  •  of  owre  saueoure  of  heuene, 
Caymes  kynde  &  his  kynde  •  coupled  togideres, 
Tyl  god  wratthed  for  her  weikis  •  and  suche  a  worde 

seyde,  128 

'  jpat  I  maked  man  *  now  it  me  athynketh, 

Penitet  ine  fecisse  hominem.^ 
^  And  come  to  Noe  anon  •  and  had  hym  nou^t  lette  : 
'  Swithe  go  shape  a  shippe  •  of  shides  and  of  hordes. 
))i  self  and  |)i  sones  three  •  and  sithen  ^owre  wyues, 
Buske  30W  to  jjat  hote  •  and  hichith  ^e  jjcr-inne,         133 
Tyl  fourty  dayes  he  fulfilde  •  pat  [ pe]  flode  haue  ywasshen 
Clene  awey  pe  cursed  hlode  ■  pat  caym  hath  ymaked. 


1 1 7.  ]ie — ?'.?]  ]pQve  hcuen  is  R  ;  and 
ill  lieucue  W.     wan  {jc]  here)?  WCB. 

118.  faithlees]  and  faithles  K. 

120.  in']  R  am.     on]  and  R. 

121.  ill  dulore]  doXoKmll.   .j'c]  RB 
om. 

12.3.  For]  And  W.     accin]   seni  R. 
an]  jpc  CB. 

12.^.  caymes]  caym  R.    ne]  nor  W. 

126.  saueoure]  lorde  CB. 

127.  his]  her  B. 

128.  129.  CB  have  one  long  line- 


Til  god  saide  for  wratlie  •  J?«t  I  niaked 
man  me  a-tliynkes. 

128.  for]  \vi>  O. 

129.  non>]  'Worn.  atJnjnlwth]  for- 
J^ynkefj  W  ;  f^inketh  R. 

1.30.  come]  so;«nie  C;  sento  B. 

1.31.  ofi:!)]  CB  om. 

132.  self]  folk  R.  three']  \>i-c  {not 
printed)  \Y  ;  B  om. 

134.  [1^6' W]  LCROR  ow.  Crowley 
retains  it.     ywasshen]  Iwasted  R. 


PASS.   IX.]  THE    FLOOD    WASHED    AWAY    THE    SINNERS.  139 

^  Bestes  bat  now  ben  •  simile  bannc  be  tyme,  136  ,,.,,,,   ,   H® 

II  I  r       J        ^  "All  the  be:ist3 

)5at  euere  jjat  cursed  caym  •  come  on  J^is  erthe  ;  ""!'*',  '^''?  '"■■ 

Alle  shal  deye  for  his  dedes  •  bi  dales  and  bi  liulles, 

And  jje  foules  Jiat  fleeghen  ■  for[tli]  with  other  bestes, 

Excepte  oneliche  •  of  eche  kynde  a  couple,  140  save  of  each  kind 

a  couple." 

J?at  in  J5i  shyngled  shippe  •  sliul  ben  ysaued.' 

Here  abou3t[e]  f>e  barne  •  jje  belsyres  gultes, 

And  alle  for  her  forfadres  •  fei  ferdcn  fe  worse. 

\)e,  gospel  is  herc-ageine  *  in  o  degre,  I  fynde,  144 

Filius  non  portahit  inlquitatem  ixitris,  ^- pater  t  E'-ek.  wm.  20. 
non  jyortahit  iniquitatem  filll,  (^r. 
^  Ac  I  fynde,  if  fe  fader  •  be  false  and  a  shrewe, 
)?at  somdel  pe  sone  •  shal  hane  Jje  sires  tacches.         146 
IT  Impe  on  an  ellerne  •  and  if  pine  apple  be  swete,  t  An  apple 

-KIT      -x     1  M  .1,10  p  1  grafted  on  an 

Jjlocnel  merueile  me  pynketh  •  &  more  01  a  schrewe,  eider  win  not  i.e 

■^at  bryngeth  forth  any  barne  •  but  if  he  be  fe  same,  ^""^"^ ' 
And  haue  a  sauoure  after  fe  sire  •  selde  seestow  other ; 

Numqiiam  [colligimiis\  de  spiiiis   vuas,   nee  de  t  Mat,  vii.  10. 
tribidis  fycus. 
And  pus  pourw  cursed  caym  •  cam  care  vppon  erthe ;  [Foi.  s?.] 

And  al  for  Jjei  wrou3t  wedlokes  •  ajein  goddis  wille.  because  setu's 

■T^       ,  •  ^  ,     •  c       ^  •  1     i_  seed  married 

i^or-pi  liaue  pei  maugre  lor  here  manages  •  pat  marye  so  cain's. 
her  childeren ;  153 

For  some,  as  I  se  now  •  SOth  for  to  telle,  Now,  some  many 

For  coueitise  of  catel  •  vnkyndeliche  ben  wedded. 

As  careful  concepciou/i  •  cometh  of  suche  mariages,  156 

138.  bi  (2)]   R  om.  146.  >e]  of  \>&  B.     sires']  sire  CR. 

139.  foHli]  so  in  CWEOB ;  L  has         147.  on']    in  C  ;  vpon  R.     ellenw] 
for,  but  the  line  is  marhed.  Ellere  W  ;  ellern  tree  B.     if]  B  um. 

140.  of  eche  ki/nde]  of  ich  a  kynde         148.  Yynheth]   thj-nk  C. 

&  0.     eche]  on  R.  150.     \_colUijlnms    COB]    colligitwr 

141.  fji]  Hs  R.  LWR.     ruas]  vua  W. 

142.  ahou:,te']   WCRB  ;    bou3te  0;  ir,2.  n-edlokes]  vfQLWok  GOV,. 
aljou^t  L.    hels)jres]  belsire  C.   gultes]          153.  For-\;i — \>ei']    For  ]pQ\  haue  J^e 
giltes  WCRB.                                                B.    /«•]  of  W.    for— mariages]  COB 

143. /(o/«r7?T.'!]  fadres  W.     her  for-  om.    /^fl/'ye  so]  so  mai"ien  CO  ;  niarien 

fadres]  his  sake  B.  B.     \iat — so]  as  me/i  niarien  now  R. 

144.    S)—portaVd]    x\cQ    patf/-    R.  156.  Js]  Ac  OB ;  And  C.    of  suchc] 

portahit  iniq  :  fill,  Si'c]    kc  C  ;  por-  to  {^at  R. 
tabit,  &c  O  ;  B  om. 


140 


THE    GREAT    EVJL    OF    UNEQUAL    MARRIAGES. 


[pass.  IX. 


+  Jo.  xiv.  C  ; 


or  a  youncf  weneii 
is  wedded  to  an 
old  feeble  man. 


ISO 

Ulany,  since  t!ie 
liestilente,  have 
inarrieJ  ill. 


and  have  no 
children  bnt 
strife. 

Though  they  go 
to  Dnnmow, 
tliey  never  fetch 
the'flitdi. 


Then  wed  not  for 
money,  but  marry 
well,  and  tiod 
bless  you  ! 


As  bifel  of  pe  foike  •  pat  I  bifore  of  toltle. 

i.  bout  t.  bonas 

IT  Eor  goode  sliulde  wedde  goode  •   |)Oiigli  hij  no  good 

hadde ; 
'  I  am  via  <^'  Veritas,^  seith  cryst  •  '  I  may  auaunce  alle.' 
^  It  is  an  oncomely  couple  •  bi  cryst,  as  me  Jjinkctb, 
To  ^yuen  a  3onge  Avenclie  •  to  an  olde  feble,  IGl 

Or  wedden  any  widwe  •  for  welth.  of  liir  goodis, 
)?at  neuere  slial  barne  bere  •  but  if  it  be  in  arines  ! 
JMany  a  peire  sitlien  Ipe  pestilence  •  ban  pli3t  liem  to- 

gideres ;  IG-t 

J5e  fruit  Jtat  pei  brynge  forth  •  aren  foule  wordes, 
In  ialousye  ioj^eles  •  and  ianglyng  on  bedde. 
Ilaue  J)ei  no  idiildren  but   clieste  ■  an  cbop})yng  hem 

bitwene. 
^  And  foiigh  fiei  don  liem  to  donmowe  •  but  if  jje 

deuel  help  168 

To  folwen  after  pe  flicche  •  fecche  pei  it  neuere  ; 
And  but  J?ei  bothe  be  forsworne  •  pat  bacou;*  Jjei  tyne. 
%  For-Jji  I  conseille  alle   crystene  •  coueite  noujt  be 

Aredded 
For  coueitise  of  catel  •  ne  of  kynrede  riche.  172 

Ac  maydenes  and  maydenes  •  macche  30W  togideres, 
Widwes  and  Avidwers  •  "worcheth  pe  same. 


1 .57,  \:e}  \}a.t  R. 
158,  15y.  R  omltx. 

158.  For']  Ther-foreW.  The  gloss  \. 
Loni  means  id  est,  boni,  h'ij\  \€\ 
WO  ;  huv  B. 

159.  i]  ForlCB.  selth]  seid  B. 
scltli  cri/sf]  0  om.  alle']  yow  alle  \T, 
/ — alle^  as  me  {jynke)?  B. 

IfiO,  IGl.  B  transposes  these  lines. 

160.  an  oncomehj]  an  vukouj^e  C  ; 
a  wondur  B,     eryst]  Ihesus  li. 

IGl.  fehle']  febil  man  B. 
IGL'.  irltl)ce]  wodewe  W. 
1G.3.  if]  B  om.     in]  in  liir  "\V, 
1G4.  \>e]  B  om. 
1G5,  ]pei]  W  om. 

IGG.  11  omits,  ioyeles]  geolous  B. 
on,  bedde]  abedde  CB. 


107.  cheste]  cheesteW:  chydes  C; 
iangelynge    R.     choppyng]   clappyng 
W  ;  gaying  {sic)  R. 
1G8— 170.  R  has— 
And  for  to  go  to  dnwmowe    •    to 

fecche  hom  here  bakon, 
And  whan  \nii  haue  brou^t  it  hom  • 

to  whom  is  best  to  .selle  it, 
And  ]p\m  )3ei  lyuen  in  coueytise  *  \:Q 

deuel  and  ^ei  to-gyderes. 

170.  And]  B  am. 

171.  crystene']  cristen  men  B.     he] 
to  be  R. 

172.  catel]   no  catel  B,     hynrede] 
no  kynrede  B. 

173.  macche]  make  R. 

174.  Widn-es—ividwers]  Wydewercs 
and  wvdewes  R. 


PASS.  IX.]  BASE-BOUX    CIIILDREX    COME    TO    NO    GOOD.  141 

For  no  londes,  but  for  loue  •  loke  36  be  wedded, 
And  ]}aune  gete  30  J)C  g?'oce  of  god  *  and  good  ynogli  to 
lyue  with.  176 

^  And  euery  maner  seculer  •  bat  may  nou3t  continue,      +  it  •«  better  to 

mairy  than  burn. 

Wysly  go  wedde  •  and  Avar  hym  fro  synne ; 

For  leccherye  in  likyng  •  is  lym.e3erde  of  helle. 

"Whiles  pow  art  3onge  •  and  Jii  wepne  kene,  180 

"VYreke  fe  with  wyuynge  •.3if  fiow  [wilt]  ben  excused. 

Dum  sis  vir  fort is  ■  7ie  des  tua  rohora  scortis, 

Scrihitur  in  portis  •  meretrix  est  ianua  mortis. 

IT  "Whan  3e   haue   wyued,  bewar  •  and   worclieth   in  +  obsei-vc  right 

tyme ;  184 

]S'ou3t  as  Adam  &  Eue  •  whan  caym  was  engendred. 
For  in  vntyme,  trewli  •  bitwene  man  &  womman, 
Ne  shulde  no  bourde  on  bedde  be ;  •  but  if  fei  bothe  None  imt  the 

-,  pure  s]iou!d  live 

were  clene  together. 

Bothe  of  lyf  and  of  soule  •  and  in  parfyte  charitee,  188 
J)at  ilke  derne  dede  •  do  noman  ne  sholde. 

And  if  jjei  leden  fus  her  Ijrf  •  it  [hkej?]  god  almi3ti ;  [Foi.  37  &.] 

For  he  made  wedloke  firste  •  and  him-self  it  seide  ; 

Bonum  est  vt  vnusquisque  vxorem  suam  liaheat,  ticor.  vii.  2. 
propter  fornieacionem. 
^  And  fiei  Jjat  o])ergatis  ben  geten  •  for  gedelynges  ben  Bastar.is  are 

■1     1  1  1  a  -T    commonly  false, 

nOitien,  ij_i    llars,  ungracious. 

As  false  folke  fondelynges  •  faitoures  and  lyars  ;  ^""^  wasters. 

Vngracious  to  gete  goode  •  or  loue  of  pe  poeple, 
Wandren  and  wasten  ■  what  Jjei  cacche  mowe. 

175.  londes'}  laudes  {fur  landes)  C.         187.  bourde}   berde  R.     on  bedde} 
3c]  f^at  36  R.  a-bedde  R  ;  on  (printed  or)  bedde  W. 

176.  i^e}  R  om.  bother}   CB  om. 

177 — 185.  R  omits.  188.  Bothe}  Rom.     and}  'Lreally 

177.  continue^}    contene    0;     con-     Ims  k,  and,  evidently  by  mistake. 
teyne  B.  189.  ne'}  R  om. 

178.  go}  to  B.  190.  And}  But  CB.     leden}  ledden 

179.  Uhijng}  lokyng  COB.  E.      [liheY  WOB]  likes  C;  liked  LR. 
181.   Wreke}   Werke  0.     [^n-ilt  0}         191.  propter,  S)C.}  R  om, 

wolt  WGB;  wil  L.     Bum}  Cum  CB.  193.  As}  And  RB. 

186.    For}    And   R.      in   vntyme}         195.  )>ei}  ]>q  C. 
vnite  (!)  CB. 


142  WHAT    ARE    DO-WEL,    DO-BET,    AND    DO-BEST,  [PASS.   IX. 

Ajeines  dowel  jjei  don  yuel  •  and  Tpe  deuel  seme,      196 
And  after  her  deth-day  •  shidle  dwelle  with,  fe  same, 
But  god  gjnie  hem  g^'oce  here  •  hem-self  to  amende, 
t  Thus,  Do-well     ^  Dowcl,  my  frende,  is  •  to  don  as  lawe  techeth, 

is,  to  do  lawfully :  .  i      •    /•  i 

Do-bet,  to  love  all  To  loue  \)\  frende  and  jji  foo  •  leue  me,  Jjat  is  do  bet. 
to  help  all.     '      To  jiuen  and  to  3emen  •  boihe  3onge  and  olde,  201 

To  helen  and  to  helpen  •  is  dobest  of  alle. 
oi-.  Do-well  is,       IT  And  dowel  is  to  drede  god  •  and  dobet  to  suffre, 
\)%tosufe'r:        And  so  Cometh  dobest  of  bothe  •  and  bryngeth  adouM 

Dobest,  tObe  ,  ^  nr\  i 

lowly  of  heart.  f  6  mody,  204 

And  fat  is  wikked  wiUe  •  pat  many  werke  shendeth, 
And  dryueth  away  dowel  •  forngh  dedliche  spines." 

197.  shulle  dtvclle']    soule  clwelles         203.  ^ZohW  ?'.<]  fjus  is  dowel  K.     to'] 
C ;  l^e  soule  shal   dwelle   B.     same']     (2)]  is  to  COB. 

deuel  R.  205.  tcer'kc']  a  vverk  W ;  werkes  E. 

198.  hem']  hym  C.  206.    dryueth']    dryue   C.     ]poriigh] 
199—202.  R  omits.  with  CB.     srjiines]  syne  COB. 

1 99.  to]  CB  om.     as'^  as  j^e  COB. 


PASS.  X.]     DAME  STUDY  REPROVES  nER  HUSBAN'D  WIT.  143 


PASSUS  X.     (DO-WEL  II.) 
Passus  decimus  de  visione,  ^  secundus  \de\  dowel. 

THanne  liadde  witte  a  wyf  •  was  liote  dame  studye,       Tiicn  had  wit  a 
1      p  T    1       1        1  ^''^  named 

jjat  lene  was  of  lere  •  and  of  licne  botlie.  study. 

She  was  wonderly  wrotli  *  pat  witte  me  fus  tau3tG, 

And  al  starynge  dame  studye  •  sternelich  seyde,  4  who  sternly  said 

to  liim, 

"  Wei  artow  wyse,"  q?/c»d  she  to  Avitte  •  "  any  wysdomes  "xhou  art  wipe 

,       ,    ,,  to  teach  fools! 

to  telle 
To  flatereres  or  to  foils  •  pat  frantyk  ben  of  Avittes  ! " 
And  blamed  hym  and  banned  hyni  •  and  badde  hym  be 

stylle, 
"With  suche  wise  wordes  •  to  wissen  any  sottes  ;  8 

And  seyde,  "  noli  mlttere,  man  •  margerye  perils  Cast  not  pearls 

before  swine 

Amanges  hogges,  pat  han  •  hawes  at  wille.  (Mat.  vii.  c;. 

J5ei  don  but  dryiiele  per-on  ■  draffe  were  hem  lenere 

)jan  al  pe  precious  perre  '  pat  in  paradys  wexeth.        12 

I  sev  it  bi  suche,"  mtodi  she  •  "bat  sheweth  bi  her  i  speak  of  those 

''  ^  '  th.at  prefer 

werkeS,  riches  to  wisdom. 

)3at  hem  were  leuer  londe  •  and  lordship  on  erthe, 
Or  ricchesse  or  rentis  •  and  reste  at  her  wille, 

Title.     & — do7veT]  vt  supra   CR  ;  CEB.     wittes]  wytte  B. 

&   tercius   de   dowel    B  ;    et   \yis   de  9.     man]     CB     om.        margerye'] 

Dowel  W  ;    &  ij«s  dowel  L.      0  has  magerie  RB. 

we/rZy  Passus  decimus.  12.  \je']    C  om.     perre]   perree  W; 

1.  7(()fe]  called  R.     ?ms]  l^atwasB.  pere  B.     n-exeth]  ye^ie^  {sic)  C 

2.  lere]  lire  CB.     lichc]  licliee  R.  U.  on  erthe]  here  R. 

3.  wroth]  wi-ou^t  B.  15.   Or]  Other  R  ;  Of  B.    or]  other 

4.  seyde]  loked  W.  R  ;  and  of  B. 
6.  frantyh]  frenetike  WO ;  frcntik 
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WISDOM    IS    ^VORTH    LITTLE    NOW-A-DAYS. 


133 

Wisdom  is  worth 
nothing  now-a- 
(lays,  unless  it  is 
carded  with 
C'ovetousnesa, 
like  wool. 


[Fol.  38.] 


t  Wicked  men 
Iiave  this  world's 
goods. 


(t  Job  xxi.  V) ; 
Jer.  xii.  1. 


t  Ps.  Ixxii.  12 
(Vulg.). 


t  Ps.  X.  4 

(Vulg.). 


t  .Tugglers  and 
tale-tellcis  get 
most  wealth. 


jjan  alle  pQ  sotlie  sawes  •  ]?at  salamoii  SQjdo  ciicre.      IG 
^  Wisdome  and  witte  now  •  is  noujt  worth,  a  carse, 
But  if  it  be  carded  with  coueytise  •  as  clotheres  kemLen 

here  w^olle. 
"Wlio-so  can  contreue  deceytes  •  an  conspire  wronges, 
And  lede  forth  a  loue-day  •  to  latte  with  treuthe ;      20 
He  fiat  suche  craftes  can  •  to  conseille  is  clepid ; 
jOei  lede  lordcs  with  lesynges  •  and  hilyeth  treuthe. 
51  loh  Jie  gentel  •  in  his  gestes  witnesseth, 
pat  wikked  men,  fei  welden  •  f)e  Avelthe  of  Tp'is  Avorldc, 
And  fat  fei  ben  lordes  of  eche  a  londe  •  fat  oute  of 
la  we  libbeth  ;  25 

Quare   imjnj    vivunt  ?    bene   est   omnihus,    qui 
preuaricaniur  ^  iniqiie  agunt  1 
U  )?e  sauter  seyth  J>e  same  •  bi  suche  fat  don  ille, 

EccG   ipsi  pecccdores    hahundantes ;    in   seculo 
optin uerii n  t  din  ic ius. 
'  Lo  ! '  seith  holy  letterrure   •  *  wliiche  lordes  betli  fis 

shrewes  ! ' 
J^ilke  fat  god  moste  gyuetli  •  leste  good  f ei  deleth,    28 
And  moste  vnkynde  to  fe  comune  •  fat  moste  catcl 
weldetli ; 

Que  perfecidi,  destruxerunt ;  iustus  autem  \_qnid 
fecit .?] 
ITarlotes  for  her  liarlotrye  •  may  haue  of  her  godis, 
And  iaperes  and  iogelourcs  •  and  iangelers  of  gestes. 
^  Ac  he  fat  hath  holy  writtc  •  ay  in  his  mouth,         32 
And  can  telle  of  Tobye  •  and  of  f  e  twelue  apostles, 


17.  carsrl  so  in  R  ;  kerse  WCOB. 

18.  it  he"]   he  B.     Jieiiiben']   kemcu 
B.     7<e;r]  CIIOB  o»i.. 

19.  can  contreue']  ka,n  iroviQ  C    de- 
ceytes'] dcsaytise  C. 

20.  to— Kith]  and  letteu  ]>e  R. 

22.  lo'dcs]  lordynges  C 

23.  ffestes]  gestes  •  gretely  COB. 

24.  fjc'i]  COB  om. 

25.  of—ar]  of  ech  COB  ;  iu  vcli  a  R. 
lawc]   C  om.  (!). 


26.  hahiindantcs]  &  habuudautes 
0.     dii/icias]  R  07)1. 

27.  lu/li/]  f/G  holy  0.  letternire] 
lecture  B.     lo?-des]  W  out. 

23.  moste  g)/neth'\  most  greueth  CR ; 
gyuefj  moost  W  ;  moost  good  gj'ue);  0. 

29.  {^finid  feeit]  supplied  from  The 
Vulgate  ;  not  in  the  MSS. 

32.  In  the  vtargin  of  0  is  Xo^a  : 
how  good  cavpyng  is  not  loued. 

33,  ]ic^  W  om. 


PASS.  X.]  NO\V-A-UAYS,  MEX    SCOFF    AT    THE    TRINITY.  1  15 

Or  p?rchen  of  ]>e  penaunce  •  fat  pilat  Avrou3t 

To  Ihesn  pe  gentil  •  Jjat  lewes  to-drowe  : — 

Litel  is  he  loued  •  bat  suche  a  lesson;?  scheweth,  36  Teaciieisofiioiy 

thiii!,'s  are  now 

Or  daunted  or  drawe  forth  •  I  do  it  on  god  hj'm-self !       little  loveii. 
IF  But  ])0   Jjat  feynen  hem  folis   •   and  with   faityng 

libbeth, 
A3ein  fe  lawe  of  owre  lorde  •  and  lyen  on  heni-sehie, 
Spitten  and  spoAven  •  and  speke  foule  wordes,  40  t  i-yinf:  jesters 

^  ^  '-  know  little  about 

Drynlcen  and  dryuelen  •  and  do  men  for  to  gape,  music. 

Lickne  men  and  lye  on  hem  •  fat  leneth  hem  no  3iftes, 
)pei  conne  namore  inynstralcye  •  ne  musyke,  men  to 

glade, 
Than  Munde  fe  mylnere  •  of  mvltn  fecit  deus  /  44 

'Ne  were  hers  vyle  harlotrye  •  haue  god  my  treuthe,         +  They  depemi  ou 
Shulde  neuere  Kyng  ne  kni3t  •  ne  chanouw  of  seynt 

Poides 
5yue  hem  to  her  3eres3iue  •  fe  3ifte  of  a  grote  ! 
^  Ac  murthe  and  mynstralcye  '  amonges  men  is  nouthe  cut  minsti-eisy 
Leccherye,  losengerye  •  and  loseles  tales  ;  49  now  nothing  but 

.  ,  .  ,       .     ,  ribald  tales. 

Glotonye  and  grete  othes  *  f>is  murthe  fei  louieth. 

%  Ac  if  bei  carpen  of  cryst  •  bis  clerkis  and  bis  lewed,  124: 

If  tliey  speak  of 

Atte  mete  in  her  murthes    •   whan   mynstralles   ben  Christ,  it  is  to 

make  a  mock  of 
Stllle,  52    the  Trinity. 

J5anne  telleth  fei  of  fe  trinite  •  a  tale  other  tweyne, 
And  bringen  forth  a  balled  resou?j  •  and  taken  Bernard 

to  witnesse, 
And  putten  forth  a  p?'esumpsiou?i  •  to  preiie  fe  sothe. 

34.    ):e]    COB    om.      2^ilatr\    Pilat     C. 
wikkedly  W.  46.  chanonn']  canoiin,  R. 

36.  Litcr\  Ful  litel  B.  47.  yresyue']  yeresgyfte  C.     ^iftc'] 

37.  daunted — drawe]    daunte|j   or     worth  R  ;  value  0. 

drawifj  B.     god']  B  om.  49.    Leccherye]    But    lecherie    B. 

38.  \io]  \>e,i  B  ;  l^oo  W.  losengerye]  and  losengerie  RCOB. 

39.  lorde]  C  omits,  by  viistake.  50.  ]>ei]  Iio7)i. 

41.  dryuelen]    drauelen    0.     for]  51.  carpen]  harpen  C. 

for  (^printed  fer)  W.     gape]  lape  B.         52.      her]     COB     om.       murthes] 

42.  Lichne]  Likkene  RO ;  Lykene     mur|;e  W. 

C.     -i^iftes]  gestes  CB.  53.  tweyne]  tweye  W  ;  tweyen  O, 

44.  mylnere]   mulenerc  R  ;   nielner         54.  forth']  O  om. 
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146  MEN    AMUSE    THEMSELVES    WITH    PROFANE    QUIBBLES.       [PASS.  X. 

Thus  tiiey talk      j)ns  fei  cliyuele  at  her  deyse  •  fc  deite  to  knowe,       5G 

at  tlie  daVs,  and         •       ■•  i         •  i 

[Foi.  38  6.]       And  gnawen  god  •with  Jie  gorge  •  Avhan  her  gutle  is 


are  full ; 


fulle. 


but  the  needy        ^  Ac  fe  carefid  may  crye  •  and  carpen  atte  3ate, 

man  is  driven 

from  their  gate      Eotho  afyngred  and  a-tliurst  •  and  for  chele  quake ; 

Is  none  to  nymen  hym  nere  •  his  noye  to  amende,      GO 
But  [hoen]  on  hym  as  an  hounde  •  and  hoten  hym  go 

Jjennes. 
Litel  loueth  he  )?at  lorde  •  pat  lent  hym  al  fat  bli.sse, 
j)at  ]jus  parteth  with   jje   pore  •  a  parcel  whan  liym 
nedeth. 
Were  not  the  poor  I^e  weTB  mcrcy  in  mene  men  •  more  fan  in  riche,       64 

kinder  than  the 

rich,  many  would  Mendiuaut^  moteles  •  mijte  go  to  hedde, 

God  is  moche  in  fe  gorge  •  of  fise  grete  maystrcs, 
Ac  amonges  mene  men  •  his  mercy  and  his  werkis  ; 

seewhati9?aidin  And  SO  seith  fc  sauter  •  I  haue  yseye  it  ofte,  68 

Ps.  cxxxi.  G  ,     ,  .  ,,  .  . 

(Vuig.).  Ecce  audiuimvs  earn  vn  errata,  vniienimus  earn 

in  camins  silue. 
Clerkes  and  other  kynnes  men  •  carpen  of  god  faste, 
Clerks  have  And  haue  [hynil  moclie  in  be  moutlie  •  ac  mene  men  in 

Christ  in  the  u    ^       J  i  ^ 

mouth,  but  poor  hcrte.  t  0 

men  in  the  heart.     _._  ir>.,  ^  pi  t  ,• 

H  Freres  and  faitoures  •  lian  lounde  suche  questiou??s 
To  plese  Avith  proude  men  •  sithen  fe  pestilence  tyme, 
And  p?'echen  at  seint  poulcs  '  for  pure  enuye  of  clerkis, 
J5at  folke  is  nou3te  fermed  in  fe  feitli  •  ne  fre  of  her 
goodes,  74 

.56.  (Jct/sel  (leys  WCO?)  ;  dayos  Tl.  for  correction. 

57.  fjvtte— fulle]  giittis  is  fulle  (.svV-)  m.  Iti/m]  hem  0. 

C  ;  guttis  been  fulle  OB  ;  guttes  fullen  GO.  gorrje^  gorges  R. 

W.  67.  Jc'i  And  B. 

»9.    afiinqrc'T]    a-fyngerd   C  ;   an-  68.  7]   Ich  R.     yseye']  sei^eu  WB ; 

hungred  0 ;  a-hungred  B.     a-thvrst]  seyn    0;     seen    C.      itiuenimns]    & 

a-furst  W  ;   a-{)rist  0  ;   a-thrust  CB,  inuenim?/s  CB.     earn  (2)]  eu/«  R. 

chele^  chelde  C.  69.  h/nnex]  R  om. 

60.  Is]  Is  \,er  WB.    noyii]  nuyo  R  ;  70.   (hym  WCROB]   L  om.     )>c]   B 
anoy  W.     to]  R  om.  om. 

61.  [hoen  on]   so  in  R;   hcon  on  72.  s'lthcn]  syn  W;  si)?  O.     ]pc']  C 
LC ;    howcn   on    O ;    howlen   on    B  :  om.     tyme]  R  o»i. 

huntcn  W.     Ju  I>,  the  line  is  marhcd         74.  (,<]  been  0.    fcith]  fayit  C 


PASS.   X.]  THEY    OMIT    THE    DUTY    OF    ALMSGIVING.  147 

Ke  sori  for  her  sj- nnes  '  so  is  pryde  waxen  t  Pri  le  ii-is  so  in- 

creased  tliat 

In  religiouK  and  m  alle  jje  rewrae  •  amonges  riche  &  prayers  h.ive  no 

rrn     pOVTCr. 

pore,  7  0 

}?at  preyeres  haue  no  power  •  fe  p^estilence  to  lette. 
And  ^ette  Jjo  wrecches  of  fis  worlde  •  is  none  ywar  bi 

otlier, 
Ne  for  drede  of  |)e  deth  '  withdrawe  nonjt  her  pryde,  ' 
Ne  betli  plentyuous  to  fe  pore  •  as  pure  charite  wolde,    +  Men  lack 
But  in  gaynesse  and  in  glotonye  •  for-glotten  her  goode 

hem-selue,  81 

And  breken  nou3tc  to  Jje  beggar  •  as  fe  boke  techeth, 

Frange  esurierdi  panem  tuian,  ^c.  t  isaiah  iviii.  7. 

And  pe  more  he  Avynneth  and  welt  •  welthes  &  ricchesse, 
And  lordeth  in  londes  •  fe  lasse  good  he  deleth.         84 
%  Tliobye  telleth  30W  noujt  so  •  take  hede,  30  riche, 
How  J)e  boke  bible  •  of  hyni  bereth  witnesse  : 

Si  tibl  sit  copia,  hahvndanter  trihue ;  si  aufem  tToWtiv.  0. 
exiguum,  illud  impevtiri  stude  Uhenter : — 
Who-so    hath   moche,    spene    manliche    •    so    nieneth 

Thobie, 
And  who-so  litel  weldeth  •  reule  him  Jjer-after  ;  88 

For  we  haue  no  le^^re  of  owre  lyf  •  how  longe  it  shal  t  Life  is  uncer- 

,  tain. 

dure. 
Suche  lessou»es  lordes  shulde  •  louie  to  here, 


75.  isj!;?'y<Ze]  pruyde  is  R.     waxeii]  8.3.    weW]    weldi);    B.       ricchesse'] 
woxen  RWB  ;  vaxen  C.  richesses  RB. 

76.  alle^  C  om.     rorme']  Reme  W.  84.  And]   "Eno'e  as  he  E.     And  — 

77.  \}e  pestilence]  f^is  pestilences  R.  londes]  And  lord  of  leedis  and  londis 
Here  R  has  two  extra  lines,  belonging  B. 

to  the  C-text.  85.  hede,  ^e]  he  {je  C  (sic). 

For  god  is  def  now  a  dayes  •  and  86.   hible]   of  \>e  bibile  C  ;    of  {^e 

deyneth  his  heres  to  opne,  bible  B.     hgm]  hem  CB.     sit  coj)ia] 

Jjat  gerles  for  here  gyltes  •  he  for-  copia  sit  COB.     illitd]   COB  om.    im- 

giynt  hem  alle.  pertiri  —  llbenter]  inpertire  libent^'r 

For  deyneth  we  should  read  deyneth  stude  R. 

not.  87.  spene]  spende  WO.     manliche] 

78.  7vrecches]  wrj'cches  C.  muche   C.      mcneth]   seif?  W.      B  is 

79.  noiirt']  no^t  of  B.  corrupt. 

81.  in  (2)]   CB  om.     for-glotten]  88.  And]  Bom. 

forglutten  WCO  ;  for-giitten  B.  89.  dure]  endure  B. 
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THE    RICH    EAT    I\    PRIVATE    PARLOURS. 


[pass.  X. 


t  Men  should  not 
seek  out  feasts. 


[Fol.  39.] 

t  Now  rich  men 
eat  in  a  private 
parlour  instead  of 
in  liall. 


+  I  liave  Iieard 
men  at  the  high 
table  cavil 
against  God, 


asking  why  God 
let  the  serpent 
deceive  E%e; 


+  Kzck.  xviii.  20. 


And  how  he  my3te  moste  meyne  •  manliclie  fynde. 
5r  jSrou3t  to  fare  as  a  fitheler  or  a  frere  •  for  to  seke 
festes,  92 

HomeHch  at  other  nieunos  house[s]  "  and  hatyen  her 

OWllP. 

Elyng  is  pe  halle  •  vche  daye  in  pe  wyke, 

p.ii'e  pe  lorde  ne  jje  Lady  •  liketh  nou^te  to  sytte. 

!N"ow  hath  vche  riche  a  renle  •  to  eten  bi  hym-selue   96 

In  a  pryue  pa[r]loure  •  for  pore  mcnnes  sake, 

Or  in  a  chambre  Avith  a  chymneye  •  and  leue  po  chief 

halle, 
jpat  was  made  for  meles  •  men  to  eten  Inne ; 
And  al  to  spare  to  spille  •  ]?at  spende  shal  an  otlier; 
^  I  haue  yherde  hiegh  men  •  etyng  atte  tabic,  101 

Ct;rp3n  as  J)3i  clerkes  were  •  of  cryste  and  of  his  mi^tes, 
And  leyden  fautes  vppon  Jje  fader  '  fat  fourmed  vs  alio, 
And  carpen  a3eine  clerkes  *  crabbed  wordes ; — 
'VTid  wolde  owre  saueoure  suffre  •  suche  a  Avorme  in  Iiis 

blisse, 
j;a'.  bigyled  pe  wo???nian  •  and  pe  man  after,  106 

J3orw  whiche  AA^des  and  Avordes  •  fei  Avent[en]  to  helle, 
And  al  her  sede  for  here  synne  •  pe  same  detli  .suffred  1 
IT  Here  lyeth  30Avre  lore '  •  fise  lordes  gvnneth  dispute, 
'  Of  jjat  je  clcikes  vs  kenneth  •  of  cryst  by  pe  gospel ; 

Filius  non  portahit  iniquitatem  patris,  ^r. 
Whi  shulde  Ave  J^at  noAv  ben  •  for  pe  AA-erkes  of  Adam 
Eoten  and  to-rende  ?  •  reson??  Avolde  it  neuere  ;         112 


91.  he  viyrte']  J^ei  myjton  13. 
meyne']  meyuee  W. 

92.  Nou-^t'\  And  nou:;t  C  ;  And  how 
no^t  B  ;  Ac  not  0.  or']  or  as  R.  /"/•] 
R  om. 

93.  [houses]  so  in  WCROB  ;  house 
L. 

94. 

)>2ii  B 

95. 

90. 


FAyng']    Elenge  WCOB.      j^c] 

ovylui]  Aveke  RC. 
we]  and  COB.     tn]  0  om. 
vche]  ech  WB  ;  ich  0  ;  elk  (.v/c) 


C.     hymseluc]  hem-selue  C. 


98.  a{\)]  B  om.     ivith']  by  R. 

100.  al]  0  om.  to  spille]  to  spende 
W  ;  and  to  spille  {hadly)  CB.  sjwnde] 
sjione  R  ;  spille  W. 

101.  yherde]  herd  CRB. 
103.  rj}po7i]  on  CB. 

107.  n-enten  CRB]  Avente  W ;  Avent  L. 

109.  \>\.^e]  l-at  t^eise  0. 

110.  y]  ]>Q  WB.    pafrh]  R  om. 
112.  fo-rende]  to-rene  R  ;  rend  CB; 

renten  0.    ivolde]  walde  RC.   portahit 
— siiiim]  bonus  suuw  portabit  R. 


PASS.  X.]  HOW    CAN    ANY    MAN    FATHOM    GOD's    WILL?  149 

Vniisqicisqiie  portahit  onus  suum,  ^c'  t  Gai.  vi.  o. 

Suclie  motyues  fei  moeue  •  fis  niaistres  in  her  glorie, 
And  niaken  men  in  mysbileue  •  bat  muse  moclie  on  her  Tiie  men  who 

believe  them, 
■WOrdeS  ;  disbelieve. 

%  Ymaginatyf  her-afterward  •  shal  answere  to  ^owre 
'        -pur-pos.  115 

H  Ausustyne  to  suche  arguerea  •  he  telleth  hem  bis  teme,  Augustine  refers 

"  °        ■'  °  r  '    us  to  Rom.  xii.  3. 

Noil  plus  sapere  qiiani  oportet. 

"WiLieth  neiiere  to  witc  •  whi  Jiat  god  wolde 

Suffre  Sathan  •  his  sede  to  bigyle, 

.  126 

Ac  hileue  lelly  •  in  Jje  lore  of  holicherche,  119  Relieve  an  i  pmv. 

And  preye  hym  of  pardoun  •  and  penannce  in  J3i  lyue, 

And  for  his  moche  niercye  •  to  amende  30W  here. 

For  alle  J3at  wibieth  to  wyte  •  )ie  weyes  of  god  almi3ty,  Evil  be  to  him 

who  wants  to 

I  Avolde  his  eye  were  in  his  ers  •  and  lus  fynger  after,      know  God's  ways. 

J?at  euere  wilneth  to  wite  *  whi  jjat  god  wolde  124 

Suffre  sathan  •  his  sede  to  bigile, 

Or  iudas  to  jje  iuwes  •  \\\es\\  bytraye. 

Al  was  as  bow  wolde  •  lorde,  y  worschiped  be  bow,  Praised  be  Thou, 

OGod!    Thy  will 

And  al  worth  as  |)0W  wolto  •  what  so  we  disjiute  !    128  bjdcne! 
%  And  fio  l^at  vseth  })is  hanelounes  •  to  blende  mennes  [two  to  Mm] 

who  wants  to 
witteS,  know  Do-well 

"What  is  dowel  fro  dobet  •  now  def  mote  he  worthe, 

(Sitthe  he  Avilneth  to  wyte  •  whiche  jjei  ben  bothe), 

But  if  he  lyue  in  \q  lyf  •  Jjat  longeth  to  dowel ;        132       [FoI.  39  6,] 

For  I  dar  ben  his  bolde  borgh  •  ]?at  dobet  wil  he  neuere, 

11.3.  vweiie']  raoewen'E ;  meuen  0 ;  127.      ]>ow     irolJe']     {jow      woldest 

raeue  \VR  (misjjrintcd  mene}.  WCOB  ;  he  wolde  R.     yworsch'qjedl^ 

115.  hrr-aftei'ward']  here-after  CB.  worshiped  C.     \:ow']  ]pQ  W. 
answere]  answerie  E.     ■ioivre]  hir  W.  128.  aV]  C  om. 

116.  Augustyne']  Austyn  WCEB.  129.  haneluunes]  hanylounes  or 
he]  AYCOB  oiii.  hem']  WCOB  om.  hauylounes  C  ;  written  so  as  to  re- 
)jis]  his  0.                                                     semhle  hauelounes  in  L  ;  hauylounes 

117.  wite']  wete  B.  O  ;     hauelons    R   ;     hauylouws     B. 
119.  Ac']   And  B.     'b'deue]  bileue}?     hlenrle']  blynde  0. 

WB.  130.  non-]  \>ai  W. 

122—121.    pe  irci/cs—fo  mite]  CB          131.  .S'tW/^e]  Siche  B.    botJie]aneR. 

omit.  1?>2.  lijf]  lyue  RB. 

122.  weyes]  whyes  O.  li)3.  holde]   R  om.     lie  neuere^  be 

126.  to—iunes]  )>q  lew  R.  nere  R, 


150 


THE    POET    BESEECHES    STUDY    TO    HELP    HIM. 


[pass. 


Wit,  hearing 
Study  80  talk, 
was  confounded. 


and  signed  to  me 
to  beseech  her. 

12? 

I  [bowed]  to 
Study,  and  asked 
lier  to  teacli  me 
about  Do-well. 


She  said  she 
would  recommend 
me  to  Clergy 
(Learning), 

whose  wife  was 

Scripture 

(Writing). 


J2eigli  dobest  drawe  on  liym  •  day  after  otlicr." 

IF  And  wLan  fat  witte  was  ywar  •  what  dame  studye 

tolde, 
He  bicome  so  confus  •  he  couth  noujte  loke,  136 

And  as  doumbe  a[s]  deth  •  and  dxowe  hym  arrere  ; 
^  And  for  no  carpyng  I  conth  after  •  ne  knelyng  to  \)q 

grounde, 
I  ni}'3te  gete  no  greyne  •  of  liis  grete  wittis,  1 39 

But  al  laugh yng  he  louted  •  and  loked  vppon  studye, 
In  signe  pat  I  shulde  •  biseche  hir  of  grace. 
5r  And  whan  I  Avas  war  of  his  wille  •  to  his  Avyf  gan  I 

loute, 
And    seyde,    "  mercy,    madame    •    jowre    man    shal   I 

worthe, 
As  longe  as  I  lyue  •  bothe  late  &  rathe,  141 

Forto  worche  ^OAvre  wille  *  fie  while  my  lyf  dureth, 
"With  fat  36  kenne  me  kyndely  •  to   knowe  Avhat  is 

dowel" 
^  "  For  fi  mekenesse,  man,"  quod  she  •  "  and  for  fi 

mylde  speche,  117 

I  shal  kenne  fe  to  my  cosyn  •  fat  clergye  is  hoten. 
He  hath  wedded  a  wyf  •  Avith-Inne  fis  syx  monethes, 
Is  sybbe  to  fe  seuene  artz  •  scripture  is  Lir  name. 
pel  two,  as  I  hope  •  after  my  techyng, 
Shullen  Avissen  fe  to  doAvel  •  I  dar  it  vndertake."     152 
^  ]2anne  Avas  I  also  fayne  •  as  foule  of  faire  morAve, 
And  gladder  fan  f e  gleman  •  fat  golde  hath  to  ^ifte, 
And  axed  hir  f e  heighe  weye  •  Avhere  fat  clergye  dAvelte, 


i:54.   \:eif/h—dra?ve'\    pei   don   best 
J^at  drawen  B. 

13.5.  n-Iuif]  hoAV  R. 

1.36.  blcomc — con/US']  was  so 
seufitid  (y-scu7«fitid  ?)  B. 

137.  as  (2)]  as  WCROB  ;  a 
dctk}  deef  B.  a«<Z]  he  B.  hym] 
B;  Com. 

142.  B  omits. 

143.  worthe']  woTpo  OB;  be  C. 
145.    Forto]  And   forto   II;    For  y 


y- 


L. 
al 


B.     dureth']  lastes  C. 

146.  kenne — hijndehj]  kendcly  {hy 
mhtnhe)  B. 

148.  clergye]  clergise  B. 

149.  monvthcs]      monethus     K  ; 
mon|7es  WB. 

150.  7s]    )3at  is   B.      \:e]    \\   om. 
artz]  ars  RB  ;  artes  C. 

152.  missen]  wise  R.     it]   wel  R. 

153.  also]  as  R.     of]  on  B. 
155.  axed]  basked  R;  asked  W. 


PASS.   X.]       SHE    COMMEXDS    HLM    TO    CLERGY    AND    SCRIPTURE.  151 

"And  telle  me  some  token,"  q?iod  I  •  ''for  tyme  is  fat 
I  wende."  15  G 

^  "Axe  jje  heighe  waye,"  qiiod  she  •  "liennes  to  suiFre-  "The  way 

.  .     .  thither  is  througli 

Botlie-Wel-cV-WO  •  311  fat  fOW  Wolt  lerne,  Suffer-weal-and- 

And  ryde  forth  by  ricchesse  •  ac  rest  fow  naii^t  ferinne,      ' 

For  if  fow  couplest  fe  fer-with  •  to  clergye  comestow  passing  by  Riches 

and  Lechery, 

neuere.  IGO 

^  And  also  pe  likeroiise  laiinde  •  fat  leccherye  hatte, 
Leue  hym  on  fi  left  halue  •  a  large  myle  or  more, 
Tyl  fow  come  to  a  courte  •  kepe-\vel-f  i-tonge-  tiu  thou  come  to 

„       ,  1  Ti.1  1  1  Ti  11  the  court  called 

Jb  ro-lesynges-and-lither-speche-"  and-iikerouse-diynkes.  Keep-thy-tongue. 
jjanne  shaltow  se  sobrete  •  and  symplete-of-speche,  165  Then  shait  thou 
)?at  eche  wijte  be  in  wille  •  his  witte  be  to  she  we,  128 

Simplicity. 

And  f  us  shaltow  come  to  clergye  •  fat  can  many  finges.  commgtociergy, 
If  Saye  hym  fis  signe  •  I  sette  hym  to  scole,  168  w.io  put  him  to 

And  fat  I  [grete]  wel  his  wyf  •  for  I  Avrote  hir  many  ^'^^''[Foi.  4o.] 

bokes, 
And  sette  hir  to  sapience  •  and  to  f  e  sauter  glose.  say  i  taught  his 

Logyke  I  lerned  hir  •  and  many  other  lawes,  and  wisdom, 

And  alle  fe  musou?;s   in  mu[si]ke   •  I  made  hir  to    '^='*°''""  ™"^^<=' 

knowe.  172 

%  Plato  f  e  poete  •  I  put  hym  fyrste  to  boke,  i  taught  puto 

Aristotle  and  other  moo  •  to  argue  I  tau3te. 
Grammer  for  gerles  •  I  garte  first  wryte, 
And  bette  hem  with  a  baleis  •  but  if  f  ei  wolde  lerne. 
Of  alkinnes  craftes  •  I  contreued  toles,  177 

156.  7]  we  R.  169.  [grete  WCB]  grette  LRO. 

157.  she']  studye  COB.  170.  to']  B  om.     glose]  glosed  B. 
\h9>.]pomwolt]\}7^i^\o\^^.'Q(1vrongly).         172.  \>e]    W  om.     musouns]   muy- 

159.  ac]  butO;  and  C.     ]:07v]  OB  sones  R.     in]  of  O.     7nusnie]  muke 
om.  ill   L,    but  marked  for    correction; 

160.  clergye']  cherche  R.  musik  WCROB.     I]  R  om. 

161.  hatte]  hattes  C ;    is  bote   R;  173.  hym]  W  on.    fyrste]  Bom. 
batte>  B.  174.     Aristotle]     so    in    WCRO  ; 

162.  Ayw]  it  WCOB.    o;-]  and  CO.  ArestotleL.    moo]  Rom..    7]  I  bem  B. 

164.  JPro]  For  C.  175.  gerles]  giklire  C  {a  confusion 

165.  sohrete]    sobere    C.      S2}eche]     hetmeen    g[erles]      and     [cb]ildire). 
beryuge  R.  ivryte]  to  write  W. 

168.  Saye']  Telle  B,     signe]   taken         176.  7(p?»]  byniRB.  5a?m]wandeC. 
C  ;  tokene  B.     7]  jjat  y  B.  177.  contreued]  controued  C. 


152  THE    EEST    PART    OF    THEOLOGY    IS    LOVE.  [PASS.  X. 

I  also  t  iught         Of  carpentrie,  of  kerueres  ■  and  compassed  iuasou?<s, 

masona  the  ii  e  of 

level  and  line.       And    lemed    liem    leuel    and    lyne    •    Jjougli    I    loke 

dynime. 
But  Theology  has  ^  Ac  tlieologie  hatli  tcned  me  ■  ten  score  tymes,       ISO 

vexed  me  often ;      „,,  -^  ,- 

musing  on  it  only  lliG  moTc  I  muse  ]>ere-lmie  •  fe  mistier  it  semetli, 
ma  esi  mis  lei.    ^^^  ^^  depper  I  deuyne  •  pe  derker  me  it  j^inketh  ; 

It  is  no  science  for  sotlie  •  forto  sotyle  Inne ; 
But  for  the  love     A  fill  letliy  ^ingc  it  were  •  jif  fat  loue  nere.  184 

that  is  in  it,  it  i       p  i        i  i        ,  x  t 

were  a  sorry         Ac  foT  it  let  Dcst  by  loiic  *  I  loue  it  Jje  Dcttre ; 

thin?.  -^  •     T     1 

129  i  or  pere  jjat  lone  is  leder  •  ne  lacked  neuere  grace, 

t  Love  truly,  if      Loke  Jjow  loiic  lelly  •  2if  be  lyketli  dowel ; 

Do-well  pleases 

you.  For  doljct  and  dobest  •  ben  of  loues  kynne.  188 

*[  In  other  science  it  seytli  •  I  [seigh]  it  in  catou;;, 
Cato  (Dist.  i.  26)     Qui  slinulat  verbis,  \nec\  corde  est  fidus  amicus, 

says  diflferently,  .  .      .,         .  777-,  , 

la  quoqiie jac  simile,  sic  ars  deluditur  arte. 

Who-so  gloseth  as  gylours  don  •  go  me  to  |)e  same,  192 

And  so  slialtow  false  folke  •  and  faythlees  bigyle, 

J?is  is  catouTzes  kennyng  •  to  clerkes  Jjat  he  lereth. 
but  Theoio<,'y  bids  Ac  theologye  tschetli  noujt  so  •  who-so  taketh  ^cme, 

He  kennetli  vs  ])e  contrarye  •  ajein  catones  wordes  ; 

For  he  bit  vs  be  as  bretheren  •  and  bidde  for  owre 
cnemys,  1 97 

And  louen  hem  Jjat  lyen  on  vs  '  and  lene  hem  whan 
hem  nedeth, 
ibrevii;  And  do  good  a3eines  yuel  •  god  hym-self  it  hoteth, 

178.  carpentrie']  G^Y'fnivie  C.  189.  [.w?,^/;  CWO]  save  LB  ;  seye  E. 

179.  lertied']  kcrinede  0.  190.     sunul<it'\     so     iji    WCllOB  ; 

180.  Ac]  COB  om.  similat  L.     Incc  COB]   vel  LW  ;  vel 

183.  scicnee]    sentens   C.     sotyle']     iu  E. 

sau3tele  E  ;  subtile  C  ;  sutile  B.  191.    sic]  cum   0.     deluditur]   di- 

184.  A]    And    0.     letJnj]   \o\)    B  ;     liulitur  E  ;  dillud//(/J-  0. 

lyght  C.  Vyi.  go  me  to]  so  in  LEW  ;  do  hem 

18.5.  Ac]  And  COB.  let]  lele};  W;     COC2  ;"doii  liem  B. 
leet  E.     jje]  C  om.  195.  ymr]  gome  E. 

186.  }pere   \^at]    \>ai  j^ere  E.     oie]  19C.  He]  And  COB. 

}jer  W.     laelicd  neueri^  lakkes  no  C  ;  197.  lit]  bid  C  ;  bidde^  WB.     a.q 

lakke)?  no  OB.  B  om. 

187.  Lol-r]    Loue   E.     \:e   li/l.\-ili]  199.    And']  And  also  CB.     hoteth] 
j^iow  theukf  ]{ .  biddes    C.       hahcmvs]    est     E.      ad 

188.  For]  And  O.  omnes]  E  ovt. 


PASS.  X.]  ASTRONOMY    AND    GEOMETRY    ARE    DIFFICULT.  153 

Dam   temjms    hahemus,    operemur    honum    ad  +  Cai.  vi.  lo. 
omnes,  maxlme  auton  ad  domesticos  fidei. 
H  Poule  preclieJ  ]je  jieplc  •  jjat  parfitnesse  loued,      200 
To  do  good  for  goddes  loue  •  aud  gyuen  niea  fat  asked, 
And  nameliclie  to  suche  •  j^at  sueth  owre  bilcue. 
Aud  alle  bat  lakketh  vs  or  lyeth  vs  •  owre  lordo  techetli  t  we  must  love 

■•  our  enemies. 

VS  to  loiiye, 
And  nou3t  to  grenen  liem  ))at  greueth  vs  •  god  liym-self 

for-badde  it,  204 

Mlchi  vindictam,  cj-  ego  retrihuam.  +  R""i-  x'-  ^^■ 

For-|ji  loke  pow  louye  •  as  longe  as  pow  durest, 
For  is  no  science  vnder  sonne  •  so  souereyne  for  Jie 

soule. 
H  Ac  astrononiye  is  an  harde  bynge  •  and  ynel  forto  Astronomy, 

geometry,  am\ 

knowe,  [Foi.io^.] 

geomancy  are 

Geometric  and  geoniesye  •  is  ginful  of  speche  ;  208  evu  things, 

Who-so  tlienketli  werche  with  Jjo  two  •  thrynetli  ful  late. 

For  sorcerye  is  be  souereyne  boke  *  bat  to  fe  science  ana  deal  with 

sorcery. 

longetb. 
^   3et  ar   fere  fybicches  in  forceres  •  of  fele  mennes 

makynge,  211 

Expennientz  of  alkfenlamye  •  be  poeple  to  deceyue.         Deal  not  with 

alchemy. 

]f  flow  J)inke  to  doAvel  •  dele  ])er-witli  neuere.  13<* 

Alle  bise  sciencefsl  I  my -self  •  sotiled  and  ordeyned,        i  invented  tiiese 

•  >-  -I  "  sciences  to  de- 

And  founded  lieni  formest  •  folke  to  deceyue.  ceive  men." 

H  Telle  clergye  ])ise  tokenes  •  and  scripture  after,      21 G 

201.  asliecT]  asketh  R  ;  asken  OB.        Jjo  E.     science  longetli']  sciences  bi- 

202.  J^rti^]  asW.   si<e!^A]  scheweth  R.     longe>  W. 

203.  vs  (1)]   R  om.     or  lijetli  vs']  211. /y&iccAes]  fibiclie  C.    mennes\ 
and  lies   vs   G  ;    &   lie}?   vs    0  ;  and     rnawnys  B  ;  men  C. 

bilief;  vs  B  ;  or  lyej?  W.    owre  lordc\  212.  alkenarnye']  so  f/tWC  ;  alkene- 

god  COB.  mye  0  ;  alconomie  R  ;  alle  kyu  amye 

204.  hijm-self — if]  ]>(ii  forbedes  0  ;     B  ;  alkamye  L. 

{^at  forbedifj  0  ;  jjat  for-bede  B.     re-  213.  )>inlie']  j^enkist  B.     dele']   dele 

tribiiam]  retribuam  Sec  CB.  jjou  B. 

206.  scieJice]  conscience  CO.  214.    scictices]  so  in  WRB  ;  science 

207.  ffw]  andC;  Row..  Jnio>ve]Go»i.  LO  ;  sciens  C. 

208.  is]  so  W.     ginful]  synful  B.  215.  founded^^  by-fond  E. 

209.  ncrcTic^  to  worche  B.  216.    \ise  tokenes]   pin   tokene    W. 

210.  boJ.T]  bolk  B.     \je  (2)]  }  at  B  ;  enid]  and  to  R. 


lyi  THE    DREAMER    GREETS    CLERGY    AND    SCRIPTURE.       [PASS.  X. 

To  conseille  fe  kyndely  •  to  knowe  what  is  dowel." 
^  I  seide,  "  graunt  mercy,  madame  "  •  and  mekeliclie 
hir  grette, 
So  I  went  on  till  I  And  Went  wijtlicli  awey  •  witli-oute  more  lettynge, 

met  Clergy  and  ?  J  J     o   ' 

his  wife.  And  til  I  come  to  clergye  •  I  coutlie  neuere  stynte.  220 

And  gret[te]  jje  good  man  •  as  studye  me  tau3te, 
And  afterwardes  j^e  wyf  •  and  worshiped  hem  bothe, 
And  tolde  hem  pe  tokenes  •  Jjat  me  taujte  were. 

wiio  received  me    Y/as  neuere  gome  vppon  Jjis  grounde  •  sitli  god  made 
])e  worlde,  224 

Fairer  vnder-fongen  •  ne  frendeloker  at  ese, 
)?an  my-self  sothly  •  sone  so  he  wist 
)?at  I  was  of  wittis  hous  •  and  with  his  wyf  dame  studye. 

I  said  I  was  sent    I  seyde  to  hem  sothely  •  bat  sent  was  I  bider,  228 

to  leam  about  Uo- 

■  well,  Do-bet,  and    Dowel  and  dobet  •  and  dobest  to  lerne. 

Do-best. 

[131]  ^  "  It  is  a  comune  lyf,"  quod  clergye  •  "  on  holycherclie 

t "  First,  believe  1/  j.  <~j^ 

the  articles  of  to  bileUC, 

faith ; 

"With  alle  fe  artikles  of  j^e  feithe  •  put  falleth  to  be 

knowe. 
And  jjat  is  to  bileue  lelly  •  bothe  lered  and  lewed,  232 
On  jje  grete  god  •  fat  gynnyng  had  neuere, 
tin  three  persons.  And  on  be  sothfaste  soue  •  fat  saued  mankyude 

and  one  God. 

Fro  Jje  dedly  deth  •  and  fe  deueles  power, 
J5orwgh  fie  helpe  of  f  e  holy  goste  •  f  e  whiche  goste  is 
of  bothe  ;  236 

Three  [propre]  persones  •  ac  nou3t  in  plurel  noumbre, 
For  al  is  but  on  god  •  and  eche  is  god  hym-selue ; 

217.  To']    I  COB.      /<>—(.«]  for  to  mane  C.    .fiY/;]  syu  C  ;  synnes  R.    J^cJ 
knowo  R.  ym  0. 

218.  grannt   mercy']   gramercy   B.  225. //r/irftZc/^^'r]  f rondloker  CRB  ; 
hir]  y  here  B.  frendeleker  0  ;  freiidlier  W. 

219.  rvi^tliek  aney]  mi^teliche  my         227.  \iat]  That  {printed  Than)  W. 
wey  R  ;  wi^thi  a-weye  B.  ^I'j//]  C  vvi. 

220.  til]  Ram.  228.    /avw]  hym  COB.     7vas  I]   I 

221.  yrettc]   so   in  WCRO  ;    grott  M-as  R. 

B  ;    grot   L.      man]    man  wel    CB.  2;{.'5.  ]>c  (2)]  W  om. 

studye]    ]>&    gode    wif   R    (ivhich    is         2'M.  [jfrojjrc  R]    n-ronyly  omitted 

better).  in  LWCOB.     ac']  and  CR. 
224.    Wax]    Was    |-ere    B.      yomc']  238.  cche]  elkon  C. 


PASS.  X.]  CONCERNING    FAITH    IN    THE    TRINITY.  \^)5 

Dens  pater,  deus  filius,  dens  spiritus  sand  us  ; 
God  jje  fader,  god  ]je  sone  •  god  holigoste  of  botlie, 
jMaker  of  maukynde  •  and  of  bestes  bothe.  240 

IF  Austyn  jje  olde  •  liere-of  he  made  bokes,  t  Austin  wrote 

books  about  this. 

And  Jiyiii-self  ordeyned  •  to  sadde  vs  m  bileue. 
"Who  was  his  autour  1  ■  alle  jje  foure  euaugelistes  ; 
And  cryst  clepid  liym-self  so  •  jje  ewangelistes  bereth 

witnesse  : —  244 

Ego  ill  patre  Sf  pater  in  me  est  ;  Sf,  qui  videt  t  Jo'i"  ^iv.  o,  lo. 
me,  videt  et  patrem  meum. 
Alle  Jje  clerkes  vnder  cryst  •  ne  couthe  jjis  assoille, 
But  Jjus  it  bilongeth  to  bileue  •  to  lewed  fat  willen        [Foi.  4i.] 

dowel. 
F(jr  had  nenere  freke  fyne  wytte  •  pe  feytli  to  dispute, 
JS"e  man  had  no  meiite  •  my^te  it  ben  yproued  :        248  tTiie  merit  of 

„.  ,  7      7^  V  7-7  •      Faith  is  in  want 

rides   nan    liabet  meritum,   vln   liumana  racio  of  proof. 
prehet  experimentum. 
IT  ]5amie  is  dobet  to  suffre  "  for  ])i  soules  helth,  +  Do-bet  is  to 

suffer. 

Al  Jjat  ])e  boke  bit  '  by  holycherche  techyng ; 
And  fat  is — '  man,  bi  fi  nii3te  •  for  mercies  sake,     251 
Loke  Jiow  worche  it  in  werke  '  fat  f i  worde  sheweth ; 
Suche  as  fow  semest  in  sy3te  ■  be  in  assay  y-founde  ; 

Appare  quod  es,  vel  esto  quod  appares  :  t  Be  what  you 

And  lat  no  body  be  •  bi  fi  beryng  bygyled, 
But  be  suche  in  fi  soule  •  as  f ow  semest  with-oute.' 
IT  Jjanne  is  dobest  to  be  bolde  •  to  blame  be  gylty,  256  +  oo-best  is  to  be 

blameless,  and  to 

Sithenes  f  ow  seest  f i-self  •  as  in  soule  clene ;  uame  the  guiity. 

2-10.  Makei'~\  Makers  C  ;  Najjeles  (!)  E.      yprmied']   ypreued  W  ;    p»-<jued 

B.  EB.    prctiet  experimentnm']  Sec  R. 
2U.  he']  WCOB  om.  249.  pi']  ]^e  W.     soidcs]  soule  ECB. 

242.  ordeyned]  ordeigned  it  CB.  helth]  sake  COB. 

243.  Who]  Who  so  B.  250.    Al]    And  B.      Mt]    bides   C. 

244.  ewangelistes]  euongelist  COB.  cherche^  cherches  W. 

est]    R   oni.     videt    me — meum]    me  2.32.  ]pi]  {^is  R.     ivorde]  werke  CB. 

vidit,    prt^em   meum    \idit    R.      W  253.    yfounde]    founden   0.      vel] 

omits  this  Latin  qvotatiun.  aut  R. 

246.  it]  C  om.     bilongeth]  longeth  254.  heryng]  lemynge  CB.  tygyled] 
EO.     Icwed]  men  COB.  be  bygiled  R. 

247.  For]  Ne  B.  255.  he]  COB  om.. 

248.  Ne]   For  O.     vieritc]  mercy  256,  dobest]  dobet  B. 
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LET    EVERY    FAULT-FINDER    MEND    HIMSELF,  [PASS.  X. 


Ac  blame  pow  neuere  body  •  and  jjow  be  blame- worthy  : 

SI  crdpare  veils  •  culjpaMlis  esse  cauehis, 

Dogma  tuum  sordet  •  cum  te  tua  culpa  remordct.      260 

God  in  ])Q  gospel  •  grymly  repreiieth 

Alle  Jiat  lakken  any  lyf  •  and  lakkes  ban  bem-selue  : 

t  Mat.  vii.  3.  Quid  conslderas  festucam  in,  ocido  fratris  hii, 

frahem  in  ocido  tuo  [non  vides  f\ 
Why  meuestow  J?i  mode  •  for  a  mote  in  Jii  brotheres  eye, 
Sithen  a  beem  in  ])ine  owne  ■  ablyndeth  ])i-selue  1     264 

tMat.  vii.  5.  Elce  prlmo  trahem  de  ocido  tuo,  Sfc, 

Whiche  letteth  pe  to  loke  •  lasse  other  more. 

1 1  ativise  every     ^  I  ledc  eche  a  blynde  bosarde  •  do  bote  to  hym-selue  ; 

blind  buzzard  to      17111,  ir.  •  ipn  i. 

amend  iiimseif.  ^^  or  au Dotes  and  lor  pnoures  •  and  lor  alle  manere  prelates, 
As  p«?'sones  and  parissh^  prestos  •  jjat  preche  shulde 
and  teche,  268 

Alle  manere  men  •  to  amenden  by  here  my3te ; 

t  Priests  should     Tliis  tixto  was  tolde  30W  *  to  ben  war,  ar  3c  tau^te, 

jiractisewhattliey    ,  ,  t  j  i  •   i  i 

pie.ach.  JJ.vt  30  Avere  sue  lie  as  ^e  seyde  •  to  same  with  otliere. 

For  goddis  worde  wolde  woifi^i  be  loste  •  for  jiat  worcli- 
eth  eiiere,  272 

If  it  auailk'd  noii5t  ))c  covuinc  ■  it  my3te  auaille  30W- 
selucn. 
+  Yet  God's  will     ^  Ac  it  senietli  now  sothly  •  to  fe  worldes  syglit, 

jjat  goddes  worde  worcheth  nau3te  *  on  lered  ne  on 
lewede, 

2C0.  tuiim']  tua  B.     tc''\  B  om.  parisshrf      {jirintcd     parisslies)     W. 

201.  (p'ymly']  greuously  W.  slivldc']  schulle  R. 

262.  V^/nVZ]   Qtii  W.     OB  omit  all         269.  manere^  manere  of  COB.    hi/] 

after  trabem  ;  C  all  after  the  secviid  be  CR.     my^te']  myites  W. 
in  ;  non  vides  is  in  R  only.  270.  f tilde']  I-tokl  R  {letter),    ovar] 

203.    menestow']    meues    |jow    R  ;  y-war  "W  ;  ware  C.     ai-]  er  WCOB. 
mow^stoyvG  ;  mcuest])ou  OB  ;  printed         271.      seyde]      seye     AV.       to]    to 

nicne.stow  W.     hrotherex]  brother  R.  {2'rbited,  So)  W.     saliie]  sane  B. 

201-.  Sithen]  Sif^f^e  R.     ahlyndeth']         272.  loste^   boste  ]l ;  altered  in  L 

lilyndi'fj  0;    ablendeth  \l.     Mce]  so  from  honic  to  loiic. 
in  LWCROB.     de]  in  W.  273.    ynv-scluen]    30uiT-selueu    R  ; 

20.5.   ^\ll^ehc]  Witt  R.  yow  C  ;  30W  B. 

206.  rt]  B  om.  274.  7unr]  no  R.  \:e]  R  om.  n-orldes] 

267.  for  (2)]   COB  om.    for  (:5)]  wordis  B. 
COB  am.     niancre]  niaiuve  of  COl!.  275.    worde^    wordes    R.     on    (2)] 

208.  AsT]  And  C  ;  Ac  Y,.    juirisstie]  CV.  om. 
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But  ill  suche  a  manere  as  IMarke  •  meneth  in  J)e  gosjiel, 

Duvi  cecus  ducit  cecum,  umbo  in  foueam  cadunt.  +  Mat.  xv.  it; 

,  ,.   ,        .        Lu.  vi.  39. 

11  Lewed  men  may  likne  30W  pn.s  •  })at  fe  beem  litlic  in 
30"wre  eyglien,  277 

And  fe  festu  is  fallen  "  for  ^owre  defaiite, 
In  alle  manere  men  •  pourgh.  marised  prestes. 
\>Q  bible  beretli  witnesse  •  bat  alle  be  folke  of  israel         +  Remembov 

Hoplini  and 

Byttere  aboii^te  ])e  gultes  •  of  two  badde  prestes,       281  piiineas(i  sam. 
Offyn  and  Fynes  ;   •  for  her  coueytise,  '  [Foi.  41  f..] 

Archa  dei  myshapped  •  and  ely  brake  his  nekke. 
^  For-J)i,  3e  corectoures,  claweth  her-on  •  and  corecteth 

fyrst  3ow-seluen,  284 

And  Jianne  mowe  30  saufly  seye  •  as  dauid  made   f>e 

sauter : 

ExistimasH  inique  quod  ero  hci  similis :  argiiam  t  ps.  xHx.  21 

(Vulg.). 

te,  q  stafnam  contra  factem  tuam. 
^  And  jjanne  shal  borel  clerkes  ben  abasched  •  to  blame 

30W  or  to  greue, 
And  carjien  non3te  as  ])ei  carpen  now  •  and  calle  30W 
doumbe  houndes, 

Canes  non  valentes  Icdrare,  t  Dumb  dogs ; 

Is.aiah  Ivi.  10. 

And  drede  to  wratthe  30W  in  any  worde  '  30wre  werke- 
mansliip  to  lette,  288 

And  be  prestiore  at  3owre  pj'ayere  •  j^an  for  a  pounde 
of  nobles  ; 

And  al  for  30wre  holynesse  •  haue  3e  fiis  in  herte. 

276.  a]  COB  om.  foueam']  fouiam  K.         284.  3^]  CB  07n.    clametTi]  cLiwes  C. 

277.  lihne']  liken  C ;  likken  0.  corecietlt]  corectes  C.  -iow-seluen'] 
{;?/.?]  COB  0??*.  youre-seluen  COB. 

279.  mansed']  ma.sed  C;  mansed  285.  saw^^y]  safly  WCO  ;  mawliche 
(r/Uo'ed  to  mased)  B.  R.     sei/e']   segge  K.     97tade]   made  in 

280.  alle']  a\V^  {omitted  in 2>rinted     W.     tiiajn^  &c  B. 

copy).  286.  And]   COB  om.     horeir]  burel 

281.  Byttere']  Ful  bitterli  B.  WR.  or— greue]  'Rom.  to{2)]'&om. 
ahointe]  bou3te  COB.  gvltes]  giltes  287.  carpen  (2)]  do  COB.  and^ 
WCO  ;  gilt  B.     two]  \o  two  B.  ne  W.     valentes]  volentes  B. 

282.  Offyn]  so  in  WCOR ;  Offny  289.  prestiore]  presteore  R  ;  pwst- 
B.     Fyiies]  Fynees  C  ;  fynyes  B.  ier  CO  ;  prester  W  ;  more  pwest  B, 

283.  myshapped]    meskapud    R  ;  prayere]  preyeres  R.    for]  CB  om. 
my.scliappid  B.  290.  al]  B  om. 


158  POMP    AND    ARROGANCE    OF    THE    MONKS.  [PASS.  X. 

[•([  Amonges  rijtful  religiouse  •  j^is  reule  sclmlde  be 

— -,       holde  : 

ri-32]  . 

Gregory  the  pop^'  Grcgorie  fe  grete  clerke  •  and  J)e  goed  pope  292 

says,  1 

I  Of  religioun  Jje  reule  •  rehersetli  in  his  morales, 

And  seyth  it  in  ensaumple  •  for  Jjei  scliulde  do  fere- 
I  after, 

as  fish  die  out  of   *  Whenne  fissches  failen  ])e  flode  •  or  pe  fresche  water, 

water,  so  does  .    ,         , .  _  _ 

Religion  when       J)ei  dcyen  for  droutlie  •  whanne  pei  dne  ligge;  296 

out  of  a  eonvent.'     -r-,.,  i/-^  •  t-  -lii 

Ki3t  so,  q?(oa  Gregorie  •  religioun  roileth, 
Sterueth  and  stynketh  ■  and  steleth  lordes  almesses, 
)5at  oute  of  couent  and  cloystre  •  coueyten  to  libbe.' 
t  If  heaven  be  on  For  if  heuene  be  on  jjis  erthe  •  and  ese  to  any  soule, 

earth,  it  is  in  a  .     .  . 

cloister.  It  IS  m  cloistere  or  m  scole  •  be  many  sKilles  I  fynde ; 

For  in  eloistre  cometb  [no]  man  •  to  chide  ne  to  fi3te, 
But  alle  is  biixu??inesse  fere  and  botes  •  to  rede  and  to 
lerne.]  303 

^  In  scole  pere  is  scorne  •  but  if  a  clerke  wil  lerne, 
And  grete  loue  and  lykynge  •  for  eche  of  hem  loueth 
other. 
Rut  now,  Religion  j^q  now  is  religiouw  a  ryder  •  a  rowmer  bi  stretes, 

is  a  rider,  and  a 

buyer  of  land;       A  leder  of  louedayes  •  and  a  londe-bugger, 

A  priker  on  a  palfray  •  fro  manere  to  manere,  308 

An  heep  of  houndes  at  liis  ers  •  as  he  a  lorde  were. 
And  but  if  his   knane   knele    •   fat   shal  his   cuppe 
brynge, 

t  and  behaves  like  He  loureth  on  Iwm  and  axeth  hym  ■  who  taujte  hym 

a  great  lord. 

curteisye  1 
t  Lords  ought  not  Litel   had   lordes   to  done    •  to  3yue  londe  frani  her 
heires  '312 

291 — 303.  In  R  onli/  ;  cf.  Text  A  stretes]  Romere  aboute  W. 
and  Text  C.     Sec  the  Critical  Note.  307.    «]    R   om.      hugger]    bygger 

297.     Grcgorie']    here    7nisn-ritten  CO ;  biere  B. 
Grigori ;  hit  see  1.  297.     roileth']  mis-         309.  An]  And  C.     ers]  ars  B. 
Tvritten  roileth  ;  but  see  A  xi.  206.  310.  -if]  B  o??!.     his  (2)]  hym  C  ; 

302.    [7io]  svjJj'lied  from  Text  C  ;  hym  \>q  OB.     cvppe]  coppe  WC. 
Root.  311.  /(?//«.  (2)]  COB  ow. 

304.  scorne]  a  scorn  B.     scorne —         312.  done]  so  in  RB  ;  don  L  ;  doon 

wil]  skile  ■  and  scorne  but  ^if  he  R.  WC  ;  do  0  ;  scejK  170,  I.  37. 

300.    Ac]    And    CO.      ro7cmcr  — 


PASS.  X.]        TUE    ABBOT    OF    ABINGDON    SHALL    BE   WOUNDED.  159 

To  Religious,  fat  hauc  no  reutbc  *  fough  it  reyne  on  to  give  to  monks. 

here  autcres. 
^  In  many  places  Jier  hij  persones  hen  *  bo  hem-self  at 

ese, 
Of  Jje  pore  hane  fiei  no  pite  •  and  J)at  is  lier  charite  ; 
Ac  Jjei  leten  hem  as  lordes  •  her  londe  lith  so  hrode. 
^  Ac  fere  shal  come   a  kyng  •  and  confesse  30W  re-,  t  But  a  king  simii 

,  o  1  T    *"'™''  ^^^  reform 

llgiouses,  oil     Religion, 

And  bete  jow  as  fe  bible  telleth  •  for  brekynge  of  3owre 

reule, 
And  amende  monyales  •  monkes  and  chanou2JS, 
And  putten  hem  to  her  penaunce  •  ad  prisfinum  statum 

ire,  320 

And  Barounes  with  Erles  beten  hom  •  jjorugh  heafus  t  ps.  i.  o. 

virres  techynge, 
])i\i  liere  barnes  daymen  •  and  blame  30W  foule  : 

Hij  in  currihus,  [ef]  hij  in  equis  ;  ipsi  obligati  t  ps.  xix.  s,  9 

.  (Vulg.). 

sunt,  qe. 
H  And  jjanne  Freres  in  here  freitoure  •  shal  fynden  a 
keye 

I  Of  costantynes  coffres  *  in  which  is  fe  catel  324 

J5at  Gregories  god-children  '  han  yuel  dispended. 
IT  And  Jjanne  shal  jje  abbot  of  Abyndou?z  •  and  alle  t  Tiien  shall  the 

ru"  T  •  p  abbot  of  Abingdon 

[his]  ISSU  for  euere  receive  a  knock 

Haiie  a  knokke  of  a  kynge  •  and  incurable  jje  wounde.    f^'o'^t'^^'^s' 
I  ^  That  J)is  worth  soth,  seke  30  •  fat  oft  ouer-se  fe  bible  : 

313.  reuthe}  ryghte  C.  321.  tvith^  and  GOB.    beten']  biten 

3U.  places']  place  C.     \>er]  or  B.  R.      virres]  so  in  LWR  ;   vir-is  B  ; 

JiiJ]  ]pei  WO  ;  thay  C.    persones  ben]  vir  CO. 

ben  persons  W.     be]  be  (,pr.  by)  W.  322.  WJ]  so  in  the  MSS.  in  both 

315.  ]>e']   0  am.     her]  Ms  C;    hir  places,  except  that  C  has  Hijs  in  the 
pure  R.  first  case.     \_et  WCROB]  L  im. 

316.  Ac]  And  COB.     londe  lith]  324.  coffres]  tresore  COB. 
londes  lyen  W.  325.  god-children]  gode  childeme  R. 

317.  reliffmtses]  religiouse  0;  re-  326.     Abyndoun]     Abyngtou     C. 
ligiouws  B.  [Jiis  WCROB]  L  oin.     issu]  vssue  R. 

318.  \>e]  C  ovi.  328.    \>is]    is   {corrvptlij)   B.     ]>e] 

319.  monyales]  monial  C.  ^oure  B.     cedencinm]  credenciuw?  CB. 

320.  hem]  W  om.     ad]  B  om.  uisanabili]  insabili  CRB. 


IGO 


RICH    MEN    SHALL    HARDLY    ENTER  HEAVEN.  [PASS.  X. 


t  Before  that 
king  comes,  Cai 
will  awake 


133 

Kingliood  and 
knighthood  help 
not  to  heaven. 


Paul  says  the 
rich  cannot  win 
heaven  (1  Tim, 
vi.  9). 

t  Ecclus.  X.  10. 


LsanaMJi, 
IT  Ac  ar  fat  kynge 


[Foi.  42.]  Qnomodo   cessault    exactor^    cpdeuit    trihtUum  ; 

tisaiahxiv.4,5,6.  contriuit  domiuus  haciilum  inijnorum, 

et   virgam   dominancl.um   cedencium  plaga   in- 

ge  come  •  cajme  shal  awake.  320 

Ac  doAvel  shal  dyngen  hym  adoune  •  and  destruyen  liis 

my^te." 
"jjanne  is   dowel  and  dobet,"  quod  I  •  "  do7ninus  and 

kni3thode." 
^    "  I    nel   noujt    scorne,"    quod   scripture    •   "  but   if 

scrjiieynes  lye ;  332 

Kyngliod  ne  knyjthod  •  by  naujt  I  can  awayte, 
Helpetli  nou3t  to  lieueneward  •  one  lieres  ende, 
ISTe  riccliesse  ri3t  nou3t  •  ne  reaute  of  lordes. 
^  Po\ile   preuetb  it  inpossible  •  riclie  men  [to]  hauc 

heuene,  336 

Salanion  seith  also  •  fat  syluer  is  worst  to  louye  : 

Nldiil  iniquius  quam  amare  peccunium. 
And   caton  kenncth   vs   to   coueiten  it  •  nau3t  but  as 

nede  techeth, 
t  cato,  Dist.  iv.  4.  DiUge  denarium,  sd  puree  dlllgc  fonnam. 

And  patriarkes  and  proplietes  •  and  jioetes  botlie      310 

Wryten  to  wissen  vs  •  to  Avilne  no  ricchesse, 

And  preyseden  pouerte  with   pacience ;  •   fc  apostles 

bereth  witnesse, 
jjat  fei  han  heritage  in  heuene  •  and  bi  trewo  ri3te, 
]5ere  riche  men  no  ri3tc  may  clayine  •  but  of  reutlie  and 

grace."  34-t 

^  "  Contra"  quod  I,  "  bi  cryste  •  fat  can  I  rcjivcue, 
And  preue  it  bi  Peter  •  and  bi  jjoule  bothe, 


+  Wise  men  all 
praise  povei'ty." 


"  I  deny  it,"  I 
said  ;  "  I  refer 
you  to  Peter" 
(Mark  xvi.  Ifi). 


:iP,0.     ylr]     Aud     COB  ;     But     W. 
di/uf/en']  dygea  G. 
3:i3.  ne}  &  OB  ;  a  C. 

334.  Juu-cx']  heris  WB. 

335,  reautej    Reautce    W ;   rcaUe 
RB. 

330.   (Y]   O  om.     i npossihlc']  so  in, 
11 ;    impossible  0  ;    impossible  WCO. 


Ito  WOB]  LEG  om.. 

338.  it— techeth']  not  but  as  it 
ncdi)j  OB  ;  nou3t  •  but  as  it  nodes  C, 
as  —  techeth']   at  i)ur<'  nede  B. 

341.  n\l)ic~\  wille  B. 

344.  men']  man  B.  no']  no^t  B, 
may]   niowen  O  ;  GB  om. 

345.  reijrcuc]   rehercc  CB. 


PASS.  X.]  THE    DUTY    OF    ALMS-GIVING.  161 

Jpat  is  baptized  beth  sauf  •  be  he  riche  or  pore." 

If  "))at  is   in   extremis,"   q2<od    scrijiture   •   "  amonges  "  Tiuit  refers  to 

o     o    Si'''*cens  and 

saracenes  and  lewes  ;  60  jews,"  said  siie. 

)pei  mowcn  be  sailed  so  •  and  fiat  is  owre  byleue, 
J5at  an  vncristene  in  fat  cas  •  may  crysten  an  liethen, 
And  for  his  lele  byleue  •  whan  he  f>e  lyf  tyneth, 
Haue  fe  heritage  of  heuene  •  as  any  man  crystene.   352 
IF  Ac  crysten  men  with-onte  more  *  may  nou3t  come  to  "Theniiefor 

Clirist.ians  is 
heuene,  given  in  [t  Col. 

For  |)at  cryst  for  cristen  men  deyde  •  and  confermed  fe 

lawe, 
|?at  who-so  wolde  and  "wyhieth  •  with  cryste  to  aryse, 

*SV  cum  Christ 0  surrexistis,  ^'c, 
He  shulde  louye  &  leue  •  and  fe  lawe  fulfille.  356 

J3at  is — '  loue  jji  lorde  god  •  leuest  aboue  alle,  and  in  lu.  x.  27. 

And  after,  alle  crystene  creatures  •  in  comune,  eche  man 

other,' 
And  |)us  bilongeth  to  louye  •  fat  leueth  to  be  saued. 
And  but  we  do  fus  in  dede  •  ar  fe  daye  of  dome,     360 
I[t]  shal  bisitten  vs  ful  soure  •  be  siluer  bat  we  kepen,     +  we  siiouw  not 

I.  panni.  hoard  silver  or 

And  owre  bakkes  fat  moth-eten  be  •  and  sen  beggers  go  Rothes. 

naked, 

Or  delyte  iuAvynandwyldefoule  •  andwoteanyindefaute. 

134 
For  euery  cristene  creature  •  shulde  be  kynde  til  other,        [Foi.  nb.] 

Cliristiiins  ought 

And  sithen  hethen  to  helpe  *  in  hope  of  amendement.     to  help  each 

.  other. 

God  hoteth  bothe  heigh  and  lowe  •  fat  no  man  hurte 
other,  366 

347.  CB  vniit.     ■is]  been  0.     beth         359.  to  (2)]  W  om. 

sauf]  been  saued  0.     he]  ]^ei  0.  3G0.  a?-]  er  0  ;  or  CB  ;  at  W. 

348.  saracenes]  Sarzens  W.  361.  [It  WC'R0B]1L  {li 71  e  marhcd). 
3.50.  an  (1)]   on  R.     ]>at]   {^is  CB.         3C2.  bakkes]  glossed  i.  panni  hi  L, 

hetheii]  hayihen  G.  and  clol^es  in   C;    B   has  bakcloj^is. 

351.  his]  is  C.  moth']  mote  R  ;  motthis  B.    be]  B  om. 

354.  mew.]  man  B.     deyde]  deyede  363.  ^/eZy^Jt']  delitevsCOB.  a^idiV)] 
RO  ;  deide  W ;  dede  C  ;  dide  B.  &  in   R.      7vote]   wite  W  ;    woot   O  ; 

355.  surrexistis]    resurexistis    C ;     wyten  B. 
resurexisti  B.  365.  CB  omit. 

357.    I^i]    >e    B.     ]pi—god]    god  Y\         366.    B   omits,      hoteth']    bedes   C. 
lorde  R.     ahoite  alle]  of  alle  thynges     bothe']  W  om. 
CB ;  aboue  al  \>mg  0. 

11 
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THE    DOCTRINE    OF    PREDESTINATION. 


[pass.  X, 


Sej  Lu.  xviii. 


Rom.  xii.  19. 


t  "  This  is  a  Jong 
lesson,"  said  I. 


"  I  arn  saved,  if 
saved,  by  pre- 
destination. 


John  iii.  13. 


Solomon,  who 
wrote  Wisdom— 


f  wlio  taught 
men  better  than 
ho  and  Aristotle  ? 


And  seith,  'slee  noii3t  fat  semblable  is  ■  to  myne  owcn 

liknesse, 
But  if  I  sende  pe  sum  tokne';  •  and  seith,  7wn  mecaheris, 
Is,  slee  nou^t,  but  suffre  •  and  al  for  fe  beste.  369 

[For,  Michi  vindidam,  Sf  ego  retrlbuam.'\ 
'  For  I  slial  punyssben  hem  in  pwrgatorie  •  or  in  fe  putte 

of  helle, 
Vclie  man  for  his  mysdedes  •  but  mercy  it  lette.'  " 
H  "]5is  is  a  longe  lesson??,,"  q?/od  I  •  "and  litel  am  I  fe 

wyser ;  372 

Where  dowel  is,  or  dobet  •  derkelich  39  shewen ; 
Many  tales  30  tellen  •  pat  theologye  lerneth ; 
And  ]jat  I  man  made  Avas  •  and  my  name  yentred 
In  fie  legende  of  lyf  *  longe  er  I  were,  376 

Or  elles  vnwriten  for  so7?ano  wikkednesse  •  as  holywrit 

wytnesseth. 

Nemo  ascendit  ad  celum,  nisi  qui  de  celo  de- 
[slcendit. 
^  I  leue  it  wel,"  q?<od  I,  "  bi  owre  lorde  •  and  on  no 

letterure  bettere. 
For  Salamon  fe  sage  •  fat  sapience  tau3te, 
God  gaf  hym  grace  of  witte  •  and  alle  liis  godes  after, 
[To  reule  fe  reume  •  and  riche  to  make  ;]  381 

He  demed  wel  &  wysely  '  as  holy  w^ritte  teUeth. 
Aristotle  &  he  •  who  wissed  men  bettere  ? 
Maistres  fat  of  goddis  mercy  •  techen  men  and  prechen, 
Of  here  wordes  f  ei  -wissen  vs  •  for  wisest  as  in  here  tyme. 


367.  scitK]  saide  C,  scnbhlahle  is'] 
is  sembland  C ;  is  semblable  B. 

308.  seitJi]  sayde  C.  mecaberis]  so 
in  WCRB ;  necaberis  L  (with  n  altered 
from  m)  ;  necabis  0.  The  imstalic  is 
the  author's.     See  the  Critical  Note. 

3G9.  7s]  I  COB.  IFor—retribuam'] 
in  R  onli/  ;  cf.  Text  A  ;  and  see  1.  204. 

370.  hem]  R  om. 

370,  371.  or  in— mysdedes']  CB 
omit. 

374.  theologye]  tuologic  R. 


375.  /  man]  y  am  B. 

376.  lyf]  seyntis  0. 

377.  vnwriteii]  writen  0.  sovime] 
COB  om.  ovrit]  C  om.  wytnesseth] 
tellelh  R ;  witnesse  C.  descendit] 
miswritten  decendit  in  L. 

378.  1]  And  I  R.  qvod  I]  R  om.; 
CB  place  it  after  lorde. 

380.  gaf]  gaf  (j?ri}ited  gat)  W. 
7iis]  R  om. 

381.  In  R  ojily.     Cf.  C-text. 
385.  wisest]  visest  C.     as]  R  om. 


PASS.   X.]      NEITHER    SOLOMON    NOR    ARISTOTLE    WERE    SAVED.  1G3 

Anil  al  holicherclie  •  lioldeth  hem  bothe  vtli^Ripned  !        ^. .       ,    J5*3 

''  i  \et  are  tlicy  both 

IF  And  if  I  sliulde  worke  bi  here  werkes  *  to  wynne  me  '"  ''^"  '■ 

•'  Were  1  to  do  as 

heuene,  387  "ley  taugiit,  and 

yet  go  to  hell, 

|3at  for  her  werkes  and  witte  •  no-\v  wonyeth  in  pyne,      i  were  unwise 

j)anne  -wrou^te  I  vnwysely  •  what-so  euere  36  jireche. 

IF  Ac  of  fele  wtty  in  feitli  ■  litel  ferly  I  liaue, 

J)ough  her  goste  be  vngraciouse  •  god  for  to  plese. 

For  many  men  on  jjis  molde  •  more  sette  liere  hertis  392 

In  good  ban  in  god  •  for-bi  hem  gr^ce  failleth,  +  But  many  men 

'^  ■*  °  r  o  rather  seek  goods 

At  here  moste  myschief  •  whan  jjei  shal  lyf  lete.  than  God. 

A.S  Salamon  dede,  and   such   other  •  jjat  shewed  gret 
Avdttes, 

Ac  her  werkes,  as  holy  wrytte  seyth  •  was  euere  pe  con- 
trary e.  396 

For-Jji  wyse  witted  men  ■  and  Avel  ylettred  clerkes, 

As  fei  seyen  hem-self  •  selden  done  ))er-after, 
Supe7'  cathedra  [;m]  moysy,  ^c. 

^  Ac  I  wene  it  Avorth  of  many  •  as  was  in  ISToes  tyme, 

])o  he  shope  ]?at  sliippe  •  of  shides  and  hordes  ;         400 

"Was  nenere  wrijte  saued   brjt  wroint  be/-on  •  ne  ober  +  The  Mood  de- 

•^  r  7      r  r        stroyed  all  but 

werkinan  elles,  Noah. 

But  briddes  and  bestes  •  and  pe  blissed  ISToe, 
And  his  wyf  with  his  sones  •  and  also  here  wyues  ;  [F0I.43.] 

Of  wri3tes  Jjat  it  wroujte  •  -was  none  of  hem  ysaued.  404 
^  God  leue  it  fare  nou3t  so  bi  folke  •  fat  fc  feith  techen 
Of  holiclierche,  j^at  he[r]berwe  is  •  and  goddes  lious  to  t  May  Hoiy 

Church  prove  to 
S'l'lJ^G,  be  Noah's  ark  I 

386.  flZ]  as  (J.     holdct/i]  holt  0.  {wroiifilij^CV,.    seijth'\'R.om{\).    ?ms] 

387.  here']  his  CB.     ivcrhes']  wekes  so  in  LCROB  ;  were  AV. 
{wrongly')  C.  397.  and^  ne  R. 

388.  and']  and  here  R.  398.  selden]   selde  W ;    sendeu  (!) 

389.  wrourte]     wroujte    {iJrinted     C.     catkedram]   so  in  RO ;  cathedra 
wroughe)  W.     so]  B  om.  LWCB. 

390.  Ac]  And  COB.     of]  0  om.  399.  it]  I  R. 

392.  men]  man  R.    hertis]  herte  R.  400.  shojje']  shoop  W.     and']  and  of 

394.  At  here]  Ac  \>e  OB  ;  And  ]>e  WR. 
C.     viyschief]  myscheef  is  0.     lyf]  404.  COB  omit,     n-ri-itcs]   wightes 

\>G  lif  B.  AV.     ysaxed]  saued  R. 

39.5.  dede — other]  and  other  dede  R.         40(i.   herherwe  WCOB]  herV->r\v  R; 

396.  Ac]  And  C.     werkes]   wordes  heberwe  L  ;  (the  line  is  man.cd). 


Mat.  xxiii.  2. 

[Cf.  13  a.] 
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THE    THIEF    ON    THE    CROSS    WAS    SAVED. 


[pass.  X. 


+  Ps.  XXXV.  7 
(Vult;.). 


But  the  thief  on 
the  cross  was 
saved,  because  he 
shrove  him  to 
Christ ; 


and  so  a 
robber  escaped 
purgatory. 


Who  did  worse 
than  Mary 
Magdalen,  or 
I'aul  ? 


And  shelden  vs  fram  shame  \)er-inne  •  as  noes  sliippe 

did  bestes  ; 
And  men  jjat  maden  it  •  am_ydde  fe  flode  adreynten. 
)5e  culovtim  of  })is  clause  •  curatoures  is  to  niene,       409 
j?at  ben  carpenteres  holj-kirke   to   make   •  for  crystes 

owne  bestes, 

Homines  ^'  iumenta  saluahis,  domitie,  ^c. 
[At  domes-day  \q  [dilunye]  Avorth  •  of  detli  and  [fyr] 

at  ones  ; 
ror-J>i  I  conseil  jow  clerk es  •  of  holy  cherche  ]je  wri^tes, 
"Wercheth  39  werkes  as  30  seen  I-write  •  lest  30  worth 

nau3t  Jier-inne.]  413 

^  On  gode  fridaye  I  fynde  •  a  feloun  was  ysaued, 
J)at  had  Ijaied  al  his  lyf  •  with  lesynges  and  with  thefte  ; 
And  for  he  biknewe  on  f>e  crosse  •  and  to  crj^ste  sc[h]rof 

hym,  416 

He  was  sonnere  sailed  •  )>an  seynt  lohan  [)3o]  Baptiste, 
And  or  Adam  or  ysaye  •  or  eny  of  ])e  prophetes, 
pat  liadde  yleine  with  Lucyfer  •  many  longe  3eres. 
A  robbere  was  yraunceouTzed  •  rather  Jjan  |)ei  alle,    420 
"With-outen  any  penaunce  of  p^^rgatorie  •  to  i^erpetuel 

blisse. 
H    Jjanne   Marj-e    Magdaleyne   •  what    M'owman    dede 

AYorse  1 
Or  who  worse  fan  danid  •  pat  vries  deth  conspired  1 
Or  Poule  |)e  apostle  •  fat  no  pitee  hadde,  424 

Moche  crystene  kynde  •  to  kylle  to  deth  % 


407.  shehleii]  sliilden  W ;  schilde 
RCOB.     noe.q  Noe  C. 

408.  adreynteii]  adrugend  (,s?>)  C. 

409.  clause']  cause  0.  curatonres'] 
in  curatoures  II. 

411— 413.  7/i  R  (*«%,  Cf.  C-text. 
{^iihtuije]  so  in  MS.  Camb.  Univ.  Lib. 
Ff.  5.  35  ;  R  mroufjlj/  has  dehiyo. 
[fyr]  go  in  MS.  Ff. ;'  R  has  feer. 

414.  On  goclc]  For  a  good  R. 
ysaitrd']  snued  O. 

415.  hjued]  T-lyuod  R. 


410.  h'thneive  on]  beknede  to  W. 
sclii'ofY\'R\\]  L  has  scrof ;  hnt  the  line 
ismarhcd  for  correction  ;  schroue  CO. 

417.  sailed]  I-saued  R  ;  y-sauedW, 
\_\^e  WCROB]  L  om. 

418.  or  (1)]  er  COB  ;  ar  R. 

419.  yleine]  I-lyen  R  ;  ylej'cn  WC. 

420.  yraiinceouncd]  raunccoued  C  ; 
raunsomed  B. 

422.  \>anne]  And  CB. 

423.  ^pan]  dede  \>au  R. 
425.  R  omits. 


PASS.  X.]        BY  THE  EVIL,  MEN  KNOW  THE  GOOD.  1G5 

And  [now]    ben  bise  as  souereynes  •  wyth  seyntes  in  Yet  they  are  now 

in  licaven. 

heuene,  42G 

po  J>at  wroujte  wikkedlokest  •  in  worlde  J)o  jjei  were. 
IF  And  J)o  Jjat  wisely  wordeden  *  and  wryten  many  bokes 
Of  witte  and  of  Avisdome  •  with  dampned  soules  won  ye.  t  But  many  witty 

men  are  in  hell. 

J3at  salamon  seitli,  I  trowe  be  sotb.  •  and  certeyne  of  vs 
aUe,  430 

[Sunt]  iiisti  Clique  sapientes  •  ^  opera  eorum  in  t  Eceies.  ix.  i. 
manu  dei  sunt,  ^'c. ; 

H  j)Qve  aren  witty  and  wel  libbynge  •  ac  her  werkes  ben 
yhudde 

In  J)e  hondes  of  ahni3ty  god  •  and  he  wote  \>q  sotlie  432 

"Wher  for  loue  a  man  worth  allowed  fere  •  and  his  lele 
Averkes, 

Or  elles  for  his  yiiel  wille  •  &  enuye  of  herte, 

And  be  allowed  as  he  lyued  so ;  *  for  bi  lyther,  men  +  By  the  evii, 

men  know  the 

knoweth  jje  gode  ;  gocni. 

^  And  wherby  wote  men  whiche  is  whyte  *  if  alle  )}inge 

blake  were,  436 

And  who   Avere  a  gode  man  •  but  if  Jjere  were  some 

shrewe  ] 
For-fi  lyue  we  forth  with  lither  men  •  I  leiie  fewe  ben 

gode. 
For  qant  oportet  vyent  en  place  '  yl  ny  ad  que  patt,      t  wiien  necessity 
And  he  fat  may  al  amende  •  haiie  mercy  on  vs  alle  ;        mnst  suffer. 

426.  [no?o  WCOB]   LB,  om. ;    but     Worn.     «]  of  B. 

the  line  is  marked  in,  L.     wijtli]    and  4.34.  f^-]  and  for  W. 

CO.     souereynes  wytJi]  souereyne  B.  435.  as~\  toe  E.     so]   )iere  0.     bi] 

427.  wilikedlolicst]  wikkedest  COB.  by  ]pe  W.      so  -  lyther]  so  lither  C  ; 
i)i~\  in  \>&  B.     \>v]  )p%  C.  f^ere  as  lij^en  0  ;  so  lijjer  B.     ])e]  CB 

428.  wordeden]  wroujten  B.  om. 

429.  of  (2)]  B  om.     wisdome]  wis-  436.  wote]  -wite  C  ;  witen  O  ;  wiste 
dames  0.     wonye]  wonnes  G.  WB.     is]  were  W. 

4.S0.  \_Snnt  R]  Siue  LCOW  ;  B  has  438.    Uther]    o^ere   W.      I— hen]  ' 

Sint.  thay  ben  few  C  ;  I  leue  fewe  0  ;  hij 

431.  )3^rp]  Thay  C;  >ey  B.     witty]  be{j  fewe  B. 

willy     CB     {comijitly).       lihbynye]  439.    qant]   so  in  LC ;    quant  W ; 

likyng  B.     ac]   and  COB.     yhudde]  quant^  R;  whan  B.     vyent]  vyn  R; 

hid  0.  cornet^  WCOB.     en]  in  COB.     yl  ny 

433.  WJwr  for]  so  in  LEO  (wher  =  ad']  il  nad  CO.     yl — -^^af/]  B  om, 

whether)  ;    Wher-fore  WCB.       loue]  440.  on]  of  COB. 


1C6  CHRIST    NEVER    COMMENDED    LEARNING.  [PASS.  X. 

t  Ps.  xiii.  1  For  sotliest  worde   bat  euere  £jod   seyde  •   was   bo  he 

(Vuig.).  ^  ^    ^  fo  .  r 

seyde,  nemo  bonus.  441 

Christ  never         ^  Clersfvc  bo  of  crvstes  mouth  •  co??niiended  was  it  litel, 

commended  <d^       r  ,j  j 

oiergy°(iea?nin<'  •  ^^^  ^^^  SGjde  to  seynt  Pctcr  •  and  to  suche  as  lie  Joued, 
see  Mark  xiu.  9,  Dum  steteritis  ante  Rerje^  et  presides,  ^-c.  ; 

which  says,  bou"li  26  come  tifor  kyno-es  ■  and  clerkes  of  be  lawe, 

'When  ye  are  Jo?  Jo  f  ^ 

brought  before      Beth  nouite  abasclied  •  for  I  shal  be  in  2oure  mouthes, 

kings,'  &c. 

And  3yue  30AV  AA-itte  at  Aville  •  and  kunnynge  to  concdude 
Hem  alle  fat  a3eines  30AV  •  of  crystenedonie  disputen. 

t  Of.  Vs.  cxviii,  46  ^  Daiiyd  maketh  nienciou?i  •  he  spake  amonges  kynges, 
And  niijte  no  kynge  ouercome  hyni  •  as  hi  kimnyng  of 
epeche.  449 

But  Avitte  ne  Avisdome  •  Avan  nenere  fe  niaystrye, 
Whan  man  Avas  at  myschief  •  Avith-onte  J;e  more  grace. 

Augustine  says      ^  Uq  dougliticst  doctour  "  and  deiivnoure  of  be  trinitee, 

(Confess.  Lib.  viii.  ■"  o  J  r  ' 

c.  8),  "Was  Augustpi  fe  olde  •  and  heighest  of  pe  foure,     453 

Sayde  fus  in  a  sarmon?i  •  I  seigh  it  AAriten  ones, 

Ecce  v])si  idioti  rapiunt  celitm,  vhl  nos  saplodcs 
in  inferno  mergimur  : 
And  is  to  mene  to  engUsshf  men  •  more  ne  lasse, 
'  Wise  clerks  are     Aren  none  rather  yranysshed  •  fro  Jie  rijte  byleue     456 

often  suiik  in  hell,  .  ^      ^  i  i     ^ 

pan  ar  ])is  ctmnynge  clerkes  •  pat  conne  manybokes  ; 
whilst  poor  ^  JSTe  none  sonner  saued  •  ne  sadder  of  hileue, 

ploughmen  and 

shepherds  attain    pan  ploAA'men  and  pastoures  •  &  pore  eomune  laboreres. 
Souteres  and  shep[h]erdes  •  suche  IcAA'ed  iottes         460 

441.  Tor']   For  J^e   B.     wrt.s-]  COB         4.">4.  scif/h']   sau^  B.     idiofil  so  in 
om.  LEW  ;  ydiote  COB.   rapiuiit]  vn\n\\nt 

442.  )po]  O  om.      it]  CB  om.  {j)rintcd  irapiirat)   W.      noa']    0  om. 

443.  Dum]  Cum  W.  mcrf/imvr]  C  o??t. 

44.0.    Beth]    Bees    C.       ahasched]  455.    to — men]    to    men    W  ;    on 

abassod  C.  Englissh  COB.     more]  to  more  COB. 

44G.  gflw]   B  om.     at]   and  WCOB.  ne]  and  to  COB.     lasse]  losse  C. 

and]  R  om.  45G.  rather]  o]>er&  rn)per  OCB. 

447.  of]  11  07)1.  457.  conne]  knowe  11  ;  ku/mfii  B. 

449.  And]   Al  \\.     as]  B  om.     as  458.  saved]  I-saiied  1!. 

li]  and  be  C.  459.  jmstoures]  jjortours  B.     jwre] 

450.  ne]   and  W.      van]    ne  wan     pouer  R  ;  oj^rre  WCOB. 

CB.     \je]  B  om.  4G0.    B  omits,  shejjherdes]   so  in 

452.  dotif/htiest]  dou^tiorokept  R.  W  ;     miswritten  sheperdes     in     L. 

45.3.   Aiignstyn]   Austyn   WCROB.  .twrAr]  and  ojjcre  W  ;    and  swieh  C. 

|3^  flW^]  y-holdo  B.     f-r]  hem  R.  ?V/f^^.v]  Tuttes  W. 


PASS.  X.]  CLERKS    LOSE   HEAVEX  ;     TLOUGHJIEN    WIN    IT.  1G7 

Percen  ■with  a  pater-noater  •  j^e  paleys  of  heuene,  by iieip ofimt  one 

Pater-noster ! 

And  passen   pi!<rgatorie   penaunceles   •  at  her   hennes 

partynge, 
In-to  fe  blisse  of  paraclys  •  for  her  pure  "byleue, 
Jjat  inparlitly  here  •  knewe  and  eke  lyued.  4G4 

5F  3ee  men  knowe  clerkes  •  Jjat  han  cursed  be  tyme,  t  cierks  are  often 

sorry  they  ever 

)?at  euere  f  ei  couth  or  knewe  more  *  Jjan  credo  in  deum  knew  more  iiian 

,  that. 

pat  rem  ; 
And  pryncipaly  her  jxder-noster  ■  many  a  pe?-sone  hath 

wisshed.  467 

^  I  se  ensamples  my-self  •  and  so  may  many  an  otlier,     t  Not  common 

.  servants,  but 

pat  seruauntes  jjat  seruen  lordes  •  selden  falle  m  arrerage,  stewards,  run  in 

But  po  ))at  kejDcn  Jie  lordes  catel  •  clerkes  and  reues. 

Ri3t  so  lowed  men  •  &  of  litel  knowynge, 

Selden  falle  jjei  so  foule  *  and  so  fer  in  synne,  472 

As  clerkes  of  holikirke  '  ])at  kepen  crystes  tresore,  t  So  fares  it  with 

,-.-,.  .  -1         ■,-,      •  them  that  keep 

pe  which  IS  mannes  some  to  saue  •  as  god  seith  in  pe  chrisfstreasure." 
gospel : 

Ife  vos  in  vineam  meam."  t  Mat.xx.  4. 

461.  Perccri]  })at  pe/'sen  B.  468.  In  morfftii  of  0  is  Exemplum 

462.  JHJSSC71']  passeu  j;urgh  B.  boniim.     may  many'\  mowen  0.     aii] 

464.  in2>arjithj']    in   pa/'flt   lif    B.     WCOB  om. 

here]  R  om.     eJte]  R  oni.  469.  arrerage']  rerage  R  ;  areragis 

465.  \)at — cursed]  cursen  R,  O. 

466.  couth— hnerve]    koufie  on  {^e         470.  But]  But  {printed  And)  W, 
book  COB.    patreni]  COB  om.  ]>e]  R  om. 

467.  her]  ]>q  R.    g]  C  om.   ivisshed]  471.  hnowynge]  kunnjnge  R, 
I-wisched  R.  472,  ]iei]  R  om. 


1G8  THE    DREAMER   SEES    A   NEW    VISION.  PASS,  XI. 


PASSUS  Xr.     (DO-WEL  III.) 

Passus  xj"\ 

[Comprxre  tiiis       rPHaiine  sci'iptiire  scorned  me  •  and  a  skile  tolde, 
dusionof "he  And   lakked  me  in  latyne  "  and  li^te  by  nie  she 

A-text ;  page  ,  , 

i3G*ofYoi.  i.]  setie, 

And   seyde,    "  multi   multa    sciunt,    4'    setjjsos 
nesciunt." 
[Foi.  4t.]        \>o  wepte  I  for  wo  '  and  wratth  of  her  speche, 
Again  I  slept,  and  And  in  a  -vvynliyng  wratth  •  wex  I  aslepe.  4 

dicani.  A  merueilloiise  meteles  •  mette  me  J>anne, 

)jat  I  was  rauisslied  rijt  j:ere  •  and  fortune  me  fette, 
And  in-to  ))e  londe  of  longynge  •  allone  slie  ine  brou^te, 
Fortune  bade  me    Aud  in  a  myroiu'c  ]jat  hi^t  mydlerd  •  she  mad  me  to  bi- 

gaze  in  tlie  minor  ~ 

called  tlie  World.  holde.  O 

Sitthen  she  sayde  to  me  •  "  here  myjtow  se  wondrcs, 
And  knowe  }at  jjow  coueytest  •  and  come  ]?e?"-to,  \)av 
aunter." 

Title.     Tassiis  vndecimus  &  {sic)  5.  A]  A  ful  B.     meteles]  sweuene 

.snp/-a    C  ;     Passus    vndecim?/.s    W  ;  COB.     me']   I  mc  0.     mette—  ]panne] 

Passus  x?/s   de   vis.  vt  supr«    \l ;    B  me  tydde  to  drenie  R. 

adds  &  quartus  de  Dowel.  G.  \:nt]  For  H.     and]  for  E, 

1.  scorned']  serued  C.  7.  Aiid^   B  om.     in-to]  to  C.     all- 

2.  in]  a  R.     she]  he  R ;  COB  om..  one]  k  loue  R. 

3.  tvratth]  v;vi\\>]:G  0 ;  sorwe  R.  8.    And]   0  om.     mydlerd]    so  in, 

4.  tvi/nl-i/nff]     wyndynse      COB.     LCB;    mydleerd    0;     myddelerd    R; 
irratth]  wrath  R  ;  wrafjc  W ;  wrafjjje  '  iniddeler^jc  W.     to]  COB  om. 

O  ;    wratthe  CB  ;    wrath  in  Crowley.         9.  Sift/icn]  Sone  W.     to]  vuto  O. 
irrx  J]  ,w  in  LCOB  ;  weex  I  W ;  til  I  10.  ^;«7'  aunfcr]  par  aunter  R  ;  \Mir- 

was  R.  aduenture  B. 


PASS.  XI.]  HE    IS    THREATENED    BY    OLD    AGE.  169 

^  banne  hadde  fortune  folwj-ng  hir  •  two  faire  damoy-  Fortune  had  two 

damsels,  named 
seleS,  Lust-of-the-Flesh 

,,     -  ,  ,  J  -  „    and  Lust-of-the- 

Conciqoiscencia-carms  •  men  called  pe  elder  mayde,     iz  uyoa. 
And  coueytise-of-eyes  •  ycalled  was  fat  ofer, 
Pryde-of-pavfyte-lyuynge  •  pursued  liem  botlie, 
And  badde  uic,  for  my  contenaunce  •  acounto  clergye 

li3te. 
IT  Concupiscencia-carnis  •  colled  me  aboute  ]?e  nekke,  16  Lust-of-tiie-Fiesii 
And  seyde,  "  fow  art  3onge  and  3epe  •  and  hast  jeres  bade  me  rejoice  in 

my  youth. 

ynowe, 
Forto  lyue  longe  *  and  ladyes  to  louye  ; 
And  in  fis  myroure  fow  my3te  se  •  myrthes  fid  manye, 
)3at  leden  fe  wil  to  lykynge  •  al  jji  lyf  tyme."  20 

^  ]5e  secounde  seide  \q  same  •  "  I  slial  suwe  fi  wille  ;      The  second 

,,,.,  ,  ,,  ,,  iiiiiTii  maiden  said  tlie 

111  pow  be  a  lorde  and  haue  londe  •  leten  pe  i  nelle,        same. 

)?at  I  ne  shal  folwe  fi  felawsbip  *  if  fortune  it  lyke." 

"  He  shal  fynde  me  his  frende"  •  q?wd  fortune  fer-after ; 

"  J:e  freke  fat  folwed  my  wiUe  •  faiUed  neuere  blisse." 

H  Thanne  was  bere  one  bat  hi3te  elde  '  bat  heuy  was  of  But  a  man  named 

'^  J-         ,    --  -       X  „„    Elde  (Old  Ago) 

Chere,  lb    threatened  me, 

"  Man,"  q?<od  he,  "  if  I  mete  with  fe  •  bi  Marie  of  heuene,  ware. 

)3ow  shalt  fynde  fortune  \q  faille  '  at  fi  moste  nede, 

And  concupiscencia-carnis  •  clene  fe  forsake. 

Bitterliche  shallow  banne  faiine  •  bothe  dayes  and  ni3tes 

Coueytise-of-ej^ghe  •  f>at  euere  fow  hir  knewe,  31 

And  pryde-of-parfyt-lyuynge  •  to  moche  pe?il  fe  brynge." 

5r  "3ee,  recche  fe  neuere,"  qtiod  recchelesnes  •  stode  "Nevermind 

p      ,1      .  1      T    ji  him,"  quoth 

forth  m  ragged  clothes,  Recklessness. 

"  Folwe  forth  fat  fortune  wole  •  f ow  hast  wel  fer  til 
elde ; 

11.  dajiioyseles]  damesels  C.  26.  of  chere]  Com. 

12.  mayde']  B  o?n.  27.  mete]  mette  B. 

13.  ycalled]  called  CB.  30.  lothe]  bothe  j^e  C. 

19.  in]  Bom.     myrthes]  my3tes  W.  31.  hir]  it  CO  ;  hit  B. 

20.  wU]  wole  W;  wyl  C;  wel  R;  32.  of]   of  H  R.      brynye]   broujt 
woUen  B.                                                     CB. 

22.  a]  B  o)n.  33.  stode]  stonde  B. 

25.  folrved]  folwefj  CR;  folwi}?  B.  34.  fe?-]  fare  C,     til]  to  ECB. 


170 


MAN    PROPOSES,    GOD    DISPOSES. 


[pass.  XI. 


Man  proposes, 
God  disposes. 


_     [Fol.  44  b.] 

Old  Age  and 

Holiness 

mourned. 


A  man  may  stoupe  tymes  ynow  •  whan  he  shal  tyne  J)e 

croune.  35 

If  '  Humo  lorojponit,^  q^^od  a  poete  •  and  plate  he  hyght, 
'  And  deus  disponit,'  qwod  he  •  lat  god  done  his  wille. 
If  trewthe  "wil  witnesse  it  be  wel  do  •  fortune  to  folwe, 
Concupiscencia-carnis  '  ne  coneityse-of-eyes 
'Nq  shal  nou3t  greue  fe  gretly  •  ne  bigyle  J?e,  but  jjow 

wolt."  40 

%  "  3eo,  farewel  phippe  !"  quod,  fauntelte  •  and  forth  gan 

me  drawe, 
Til  concn}mcencia-carnis  •  acorded  alle  my  werkes. 
IF  "Alias,  eye  ! "  qwcd  elde  •  and  holynesse  bothe, 
"  )3at  "witte  shal  torne  to  %\Tecchednesse  •  for  wille  to 

haue  his  lyk}Tige  ! "  '  44 

,Lust-of-the-£yes    ^  Coueityse-of-evghes  •  conforted  me  anon  after, 

comforted  me;    . 

And  folwed  me  fourty  wynter  •  and  a  f}"fte  more, 
}3at  of  dowel  ne  dobet  •  no  deyntee  me  ne  ])0ii3te ; 

I  had  no  lykynge,  leue  me  if  Jje  leste  •  of  hem  aujte  to 

knowe.  48 

II  Coueytyse-of-eyes  •  cam  ofter  in  mynde 
}pan  dowel  or  dobet  •  amonge  my  dedes  alle. 
Coueytise-of-eyes  ■  conforted  me  ofte, 

and  bade  me  con-   And  seyde,   "  haue  no  conscience  •  how  Jjow  come  to 

fess  to  a  friar 

when  I  pleased.  gO^O  ;  52 

Go  confesse  [fe]  to  su?n  frere  •  and  shewe  hym  J)i  synnes. 
For  Avhiles  fortune  is  Jii  frende  •  Freres  wil  )5e-  louye, 


35.  tymes]  tyme  WOB.     ]>€']  B  om. 
30.  2f''ete]  poete  fjo  K. 

40.  ffrctIi/-\  graythly  E.  ^  (2)]  W 
mil.  ]po7v  ivoUl  if  |:ow  wolt  fii-selue 
W. 

41.  ph'i J) ])<•']  fipp  B.  qiio(T\  so  in 
W  {hut  jjrhifed  and),    forth']  he  B. 

42.  alle]  til  alle  R;  wi)j  alle  B. 

43.  eye]  eije  W  ;  evghe  C  ;  eyse 
RB ;  ye  0. 

44.  wille]  wil  W. 
45 — 48.  11  omits. 
A'),  anon]  soiu  COB. 

40.  folwed]  folow  C.     and — fllfte] 


or  fifty  or  0  ;  or  fifty  and  CB. 

47.  no]  no  {printed  Ne)  W.    ne  (2)] 
"WCOB  om.     \on-ijte]  tliynke  C. 

48.  leve — leste^  ne   no  histe   CB ; 
ne  lust  0. 

40.    mynde^     my    niende     R ;    my 
mvnde  O. 
"r.O.   \:an']  And  (!)  C. 
51.   CB  omit. 

53.  [\ie  RCB]  J^ee  "WO  ;  L  om.,  hut 
the  line  is  marhed. 

54.  Freres]  su?«  frerf  R.     tv'd]  wol 
WC ;  wolen  OB. 


PASS.  XI.]  WILLIAM    REBUKES    THE    FALSE    FRIARS.  171 

And  fecche  pe  to  her  frateruite  •  and  for  jie  biseke, 
To  her  prioiir  prouyncial  •  a  pardou?e  forto  haue,         5G 
And  preyen  for  ]>c,  pol  hi  pol  •  3if  jjow  be  jpecunwsiis.''^ 
Set  pena  pecuniar/a  non  sufficit  jJi'O  spiritualihus 
delictis. 
IT  By  wissynge  of  Jiis  wenche  T  wrou3te  "  here  wordes  i  JiJ  as  sUe  uide. 

were  so  swete, 
Tyl  I  foi^at  3outhe  *  and  3arn  in-to  elde. 
And  fianne  was  fortune  my  foo  •  for  al  hir  faire  biheste, 
And  pouerte  pursued  nie  •  and  put  me  lowe,  Gl 

And  bo  fonde  I  be  Frere  aferde  •  and  flyttynge  bothe,      in  my  ow  age  the 

'  friar  avoided  me, 

A3eines  owre  firste  forward  •  for  I  seyde  I  nolde 

Be  buryed  at  her  hous  •  but  at  my  parisshe  cherche.  64  because  i  wanted 

to  be  buried  at  ray 

For  I  herde  onys  •  how  conscience  it  tolde,  parish  ciiurd.. 

j?at  fiere  a  man  were  crystened  •  by  kynde  he  shulde  be 

buryed, 
Or  where  he  were  parisshene  •  ri3t  fiere  he  sliukle  be 

grauen. 
And  for  I  seyde  pus  to  freres  •  a  fool  ))ei  me  helden,  68 
And  loued  me  Jie  lasse  •  for  my  lele  speche. 
Ac  2et  I  cryed  on  my  confessoure  •  bat  helde  hym-self  \  ^^^^'"^  my  oon- 

-^  "^_  ^  '  "'  lessor  vvliy  lie 

so  kunnynge,  ^'(i  ^^■ 

"  By  my  feith,   frere,"   cp<od   I  •   "  3e  faren  lyke  fise 
woweres,  7 1 

JQat  Avedde  none  wydwes  ■  but  forto  welde  here  godis  ; 
Ri3te  so,  by  Jie  Rode  •  rou3te  30  neuere 
Where  my  body  were  buryed  •  bi  so  36  hadde  my  sihier. 
Ich  haue  moehe  merueille  of  30W  •  and  so  hath  many  i  said  tiiat  i 

wondered  at  lilm. 

an  other,  75 

55.  fcechel    fette   R.      hhehe\   by-  flettyngC;  flitynge  E. 

seche  R.  64.  luryedA,  buriel  {sic)  B. 

57.  peciiniosns  WC]  peccuniosus  L  ;  (i7.  wer-el  were  a  R. 
pecunious  R  ;  peccunyous  B.     Set'}  R  70.  Ac']  And  CB. 

oni.     pecuniaria  WCOB]  written  pe-  72.  n'elde'\  wedden  B.  god'is]  goodes 

cuniarea  in  L  ;  pecularia  R.  WC  ;  goodis  B  ;  goed  R. 

58.  7vrov3,te']  dede  R.  73.  y]  j^ei  B. 

59.  3flr«]  yaraeC;  3erne  0  ;  ran  R.  74,   buryed']  y-buried  B.     my]    the 
CO.  biheste]  speche  W.  CB. 

G2.  aferde]  vnstable  B.    fytty/iye]  75.  an  other]  other  RCOB. 


172  BAPTISM    3I0RE    NEEDFUL    THAN    BURIAL.  [PASS.  XI. 

"Wliy  30wre  couent  coueytetli  *  to  confesse  and  to  burye, 
Eatlier  ])an  to  baptise  barnes  •  Jjat  ben  catekumelynges. 
naptismisof        Baptizyng  and  burying  •  bothe  ben  ful  nedeful, 

more  service  than 

buri.ii.  Ac  moche  more  merytorie  •  me  ]5ynke[j3]  it  is  to  baptize. 

For  a  baptized  man  may  •  as  maistres  telleth,  80 

Jjorugh  contricioim  come  •  to  fe  heigh  heuene ; 
Sola  contricio  \delet  peccahim.'] 
[Foi.  45.]        5r   Ac  a  barne  with-oute  bapteme  ■  may  nou3t  so   be 
sailed  ; 
Joiin  iii.  5.  Nisi  quis  venatus  fuevit  [ex  aqnu,  ^c.  ;] 

Loke,  3e  lettred  men  •  whether  I  lye  or  do  noii3te." 
Loyalty  looked      And  Icwtc  loked  on  me  ■  and  I  loured  after.  84 

upon  ine, 

"  Wherfore  lourestoAV?"  qitod  leAvte  •  and  loked  on  me 

liarde, 
"  3if  I  durste,"  qwod  I,  "  amonges  men  •  pis  meteles 

auowe  ! " 
and  bade  me         <Og   i^j  pg^^j.  .^j^fj  ]^i  poule,"  q?iod  hc  •  "and  take  liem 

speak  out.  ■'  >  I  t.  >      L 

bothe  to  witnesse, 

Non   oderls  fratres   secrete   in    corde    tuo,    set 
jyuhlice  argue  illos." 
^  "  Jjei  wol  alleggen  also,"  <\iiod  I  •  "  and  by  fe  gospel 
preuen,  88 

Mat.  vii.  1.  Nolite  iudicare  qaemqiunn." 

IT  "And  wher-of  serueth  lawe,"  rpwd  lewte  •  "if  no  lyf 

vndertoke  it, 
Falsenesse  ne  faytrye ;  ■  for  su?»Avhat  jjc  apostle  seyde, 
Non  oderis  fratreni. 

77.  catekumclyngex]  cathecumynys     dii]  COB  ovi. 

0;  catekouiielyns  CB.  8-t.  Icmtc']  lewete  ]>o  R;  leaiite  B. 

78.  huthi''\  hath  CB.    hcn'\  be)?  WR.  loh-(l'\  lok  C. 

79.  Ac]    And   C.     YyiikcY]   so   in  85.  lourcstow']  lonrest  )>ow  OB. 
WOR  ;  jjynkifjB;  thyngket  C ;  Jjynke  8G.  \iis  meteles]  f^eise  metelis  O. 

L.     it]  CO  am.  87.    3^]    3he    0 ;    313   W ;    CB  om. 

80.  as]  as  fjise  W  ;  as  wel  as  B.  talte]  so  in  LR;  took  WC ;  toke  OB. 

81.  to]    til    R.       \_(lelet  peccatvm     hem]  COB  am.    j'j?<Z»Z(>r]  piiplice  O. 
COB]  LWR  merely  hare  k.c.  88.  qvcmqvam]  R  adds  &c. 

82.  fl]Wo7«.     so]  CB  om.     saved]         89.    le?vte]    leute    ]panne    R.      it] 
ysHucd  R.     lex  aqna,  ^-c  COB]  LWR     erased  in  0. 

0111.  <)0.  nc]  and  CB.      aposilr]  go.^pil 

8.').  7j7/c7 ///•/•]  wliet^r  R;  wlieher  C.      CB. 


PASS.  XI.]  TRAISE    LITTLE,    BUT    BLAME    LESS.  173 

And  in  pe  saut^r  also  *  scithe  daiiid  Jje  prophete, 

Exist imasti  inique  quod  ero  tui  similis,  4'C.  I's.  xiix.  21 

(Vulg.). 

It  is  licitum  for  lewed  men  •  to  segge  be  sothe,  92  "Even  the 

- _  if;n  inuit  may 

If  hem  lyketh  and  leste  •  eche  a  lawe  it  graunteth,  publish  thetiirh. 

Excepte  persones^  and  p^;estes  •  and  p2;elates_.,of  hojy 

cherclie, 
It  falleth  nou3te  for  ]jat  folke  •  no  tales  to  telle, 
Jjougli  fe  tale  were  trewe  •  and  it  touched  synne.        9G 
^  ]3inge  pat  al  Jje  worlde  wote  •  wherfore  shuldestow 

spare 
[To]  reden  it  in  Eetoryke  •  to  arate  dedly  synne  1 
Ac  be  nenere  more  fie  fyrste  •  fie  defaute  to  hlame  ;  cut  be  not  the 

first  to  find  fault." 

Jjou^e  flow  se  yuel,  sey  it  nou^te  fyrste  •  be  sorye  it  nere 

amended.  100 

^STo  fiinge  fiat  is  pryue  •  publice  fiow  it  neuere, 

!N"eyther  for  loue  laude  it  noii3t  •  ne  lakke  it  for  enuye ; 

Parum  lauda,  vitupera  jparcinsy 

H  "  He  seith  sothe,"  qz<od  scriptzwe  bo  ■  and  skipte  an  Scripture  ap- 
proved of  this, 
lieigli,  &  preched  ; 

Ac  fie  matere  fiat  she  meued  •  if  lowed  men  it  knewe, 

JOe  lasse,  as  I  leue  •  louyen  it  fiei  wolde.  105 

^  This  was  her  teme  and  her  tyxte  •  I  toke  ful  gode 

hede ; 

'  Midti  to  a  maungerye  •  and  to  fe  mete  were  sompned,  referring  to  Mat. 

xxii.  1 — 14. 

And  whan  j)e  peple  was  plenere  comen  •  fe  porter  vn- 
pynned  f)e  3ate,  108 

91.  also]  CB  ovi.  101.  No]  And  CO;  A  B.     7;?<7;?<ce] 

92.  UciUun]  leueful  0  ;  lefsurn  B.  puplice  0  ;  publiche  EB. 

93.  and]  ovO.     a']  CB  cm.  102.    laudc]    preise  W;    lakke  R; 
9i.  cherche]  cherches  R.  lab  B.    parcms]  pr^^picius,  &c  B. 

95.  no]  none  RB.  103.   sothe]    \>e  sothe  R.     'fo]    CB 

96.  Tvere]  be  W.  tovched]  toiiche  W.  om. 

97.  \>inge]  Ac  Ymge  R.    slmldcstow]         104.   Ac]  And  C.      site]  he  COB. 
shuldist  \>o\x  OB.  if]  R  om.     Jtnewe]  knowe  R. 

98.  ITo  W]  And  LCROB.     arate]  105.  After  this  line  R  Ms  an  extra 
a-raten  R.                                                      line — f^e  bileue  f^at  lord  •  j^at  lettred 

99.  Ac]  And  C.    \>e{2)]  \>e  {omitted     men  techeth;  nliere the first\2X should 
in  printed  copy)  W.  he  of  oiire.     Cf,  Text  C. 

100.  sey]    ne   seie    B.      amended]  108.  plenere]  al  plener  B.     iwrter] 
amendit^?  R.                                                  C  om.     yite]  gate  COB. 


174 


CHRIST  S    BLOOD    SAVES    ALL    MEX. 


[pass.   XL 


I  pondered  upon 
my  election  to 
grace. 


Isa.  Iv.  1. 

[Fol.  45  6.] 


"  Clirist  saves  all 
men,"  said  I. 


"A  rliurl  must 
li;ive  liis  lord's 
le:ive  to  sell  his 
goods ; 


And  plukked  m  i^auci  priuelicbe  •  and  letc  f)e  renicnau^t 

go  rowme  ! ' 
^  Al  for  tene  of  her  tyxte  •  treniLled  niyn  lierte, 
And  in  a  were  gan  I  waxe  •  and  with  niy-self  to  dispute, 
Whether  I  were  chosen  or  noujt  chosen  ;  •  on  holi- 

cherchc  I  fiou^te,  112 

)?at  vnderfonge  me  atte  fonte  •  for  one  of  goddis  chosen  ; 
For  cryste  cleped  vs  alle  •  come  if  Ave  wolde, 
Sarasenes  and  seism  atikes  •  and  so  he  dyd  ]je  iewes, 

0  vos  omnes  scicientes,  venite,  cfc.  ; 
And  badde  hem  soixke  for  synne  •  saufly  at  his  breste, 
And  drynke  bote  for  bale  •  brouke  it  who  so  my^te. 
H  " j)anne  may  alle  crystene   come,"   quod   I    •  "and 

cleyme  fere  entre,  118 

By  fie  blode  fat  he  boujte  vs  Avith  •  and  jjorugh  bap- 

tesmc  after, 

Qui  crediderit  ^  hapHzatus  fnerit,  ^c. 
For  fough  a  crystene  man  coueyted  ■  his  crystenedome 

to  reneye, 
Ri3tfulliche  to  renye  •  no  resouw  it  wolde.  121 

^  For  may  no  cherle  chartre  make  •  ne  his  catel  selle, 
With-outen  leue  of  his  lorde  ■  no  laAve  wil  it  graunte. 
Ac  he  may  renne  in  arrerage  •  and  rowme  so  fro  home, 
And  as  a  rencyed  caityf  '  recchelesly  gon  alionte,      12.5 
Ac  Resonn  shal  re]<ne  Avith  hym  •  [and  rebuken  hym  at 

fe  lastc. 


109.  roionc^  rorae  WllB ;  roonie 
CO. 

no.  frrmbh-d]  trcmeled  R. 

1 1 1.  fl]  0  om.  werel  weer  W.  to'\ 
COB  om. 

112.  chosen]  chose  R  (/;/,  J/oth 
places),     chosen  (2)]  COB  am. 

\\Z.  vnderfonge']  vnder-fonged  W; 
vndir-fenge  OB ;  vndor-fange  C.  atte] 
at  {^c  RGB.  fonte]  funt  B ;  fount  C. 
one]  ocn  R.  chosen]  chosne  L  ;  hut 
nee  !.  112. 

115.  Sarasenes]  Sarzens  W.  sci- 
cientes] so  in  LRCOB  ;  sicieulcb  W. 


IIG.  savfly]  saue  R  ;  safly  B. 

117.  broi/he]  broke  C. 

118.  inai/]  mowen  O. 

119.  ]>af]  R  om.     with']  R  om. 

120.  rcnei/c]  rcceyue  R;  forsake  C. 
'122.  cJicr'le]  clierche  (!)  C. 

124.  arrerage]  ari'eragis  B.  ron-nic 
so]  renne  R. 

125.  a  reneyed]  he  rennclh  I!. 
gon]  rennen  W  ;  RCOB  om. 

126.  Ac]  And  WC. 

126,  127.  The  last  half  of  ].  126, 
and  first  half  of  1.  127,  are  found  in 
R  only.     But  see  Tc.\t  C. 


PASS.  XI.]   TRAJAN  RELATES  HOW  HE  ESCAPED  FROM  HELL.       17-") 

And  conscience  a-coiinte  with,  liym]  •  and  casten  liym 

in  arrerage, 
And  putten  [hym]  after  in  a  prisone  •  in  purgatorio  to  but  lie  can  be 

imprisoned  for 

brenne,  128  debt." 

For  his  arrerages_  re  warden  hym  J^ere  •  to  ]>&  dayc  of 

dome, 
Eut  if  contriciou/i  [wol]  come  •  and  crye,  bi  his  lyue, 
INIercy  for  his  mysdedes  •  with  mouth  or  with  herte." 
^   "  jjat  is  soth,"  seyde  scriptzire   •   "  may  no  synne  scripture  bade 

me  trust  to  God's 
lette  mercy. 

Mercy  alle  to  amende  •  and  mekenesse  hir  folwe,      133 
For  jjey  beth  as  owre  bokes  telleth  •  aboue  goddes 
werkes, 

Misericordia  eius  super  omnia  opera  eius."  ps.  cxHv.  9 

(Vulg.). 

^  "  ^ee  !  baw  for  bokes  !  "  quod  one  •  was  broken  oute 

of  helle, 
Hi^te  troianus,  had  ben  a  trewe  knyjte  •  toke  witnesse  Trajan  declares 

Ijow  lie  was  re- 
at  a  pope,  136    leased  from  liell. 

How  he  was  ded  and  dampned  •  to  dwellen  in  pyne, 
For  an  vncristene  creature  ;  • — "  clerkis  wyten  fe  sothe, 
|3at  al  jje  clergye  vnder  cryste  ■  [ne]  mi3te  me  cracche 

fro  helle, 
But  onliche  loue  and  leaute  •  and  my  lawful  domes. 
^  Gregorie  wist  fis  wel  •  and  wilned  to  my  soule     141  "  Pope  Gregory 
SauaciouTi,  for  sothenesse  •  fat  he  seigh  in  my  werkes.     release." 
And,  after  fiat  he  Avepte  •  and  wilned  me  were  graunted 

128.  [liym  WROB]    LC   om.      «]      eins  (1)]  0  om. 

COE  om.  135.  ■^ce'\  i^he  0;  Ye  EC. 

129.  For']  And  for  R.     arrcrages]  136.    Hi}^te]    J^at   hijte    B.      had] 
arrerage  CB;  arerage  0.     to]  ri^te  to  &  hadde  B.     a]  ]>q  COB. 
E;tilB.  137.  flfe^?]  dedeR;  deed  B.     ^7?/«f] 

130.  [?y(?Z  WC]  wole  OB  ;   miswrlt-  peyne  COB. 

ten  wel  iti  LE,  but  the  line,  in  L,  is         138.  ivyten]  wite  W. 

inarhed for  correction,     lyue]  leneB,.  139.  ]}e]   G  om.     \_ne  W]   LCROB 

131.  or]  and  W.  om.     'me]  hym.  B  ;  C  om. 

132.  sey^e]  quod  COB.     may]   j^at  140.  leavte]  my  \&\xie  H.     and  (2)] 
may  B.  of  R. 

133.  alle  to]  may  al  R.     aiid]  |;at  Ul.  wilned^]  wilneth  COB. 

R.     hirfohve~]  lie  folweth  R.  142.  for]  for  >e  R.     seigh  in]  seith 

134.  beih]  bee  C.     bokes]    boke  E.     of  E.     'in]  CB  om. 


17G 


TRAJAN    SAVED    BY    SAINT    GREGORY'S    PRAYER.        [PASS.  XL 


"  See  how  this 
pagan  was 
saved!"  said 
Loyalty. 


"  Ye  lords,  think 
upon  Trajan. 


This  matter  is 
dark. 


Ulessed  be  Truth 
that  so  saved  that 
Saracen ! 


[Fol.  4C.] 


Grace,  w}''th-outen  any  bede  byddjmge  •  his  "bone  was 

vnderfongeTZ,  144 

And  I  saued,  as  36  may  se  •  witli-oute  syngyng  of  masses  ; 
By  loue,  and  by  lemynge  •  of  my  lyiiyng  in  treuthe, 
Brou3te  me  fro  bitter  pejoie  •  fere  no  biddyng  my^te." 
If  "  Lo,  36  lordes,  what  leute  did  •  by  an  Emperoure  of 

Eome,  148 

J3at  was  an  vncrystene  creature  •  as  clerkes  fyndetli  in 

bokes. 
Kou3t  Jjorw  preyere  of  a  pope  '  but  for  his  pure  treuthe 
"Was  ))at  sarasene  saued  •  as  seynt  Gregorie  bereth  wit- 

nesse. 
"Wei  ou3te  36  lordes,  fat  lawes  kepe  •  fis  lessou?^  to  haue 

in  mynde,  152 

And  on  troianus  treuth  to  thenke  •  and  do  treuthe  to 

Jje  peple. 
[IF  }?is  matir  is  merke  for  mani  of  30W  •  ac,  men  of  holy 

cherche, 
}3e  legende  sanctnrum  30\v  lereth  •  more  larger  fan  I 

30W  telle  ! 
Ac  fus  lele  loue  •  and  IjaijTige  in  treuthe  156 

Pultc  oute  of  pyne  •  a  paynym  of  rome. 
I-blessed  be  treuthe  ■  fat  so  brak  helle  3ates, 
And  saued  fe  Sarasyn  •  fram  Sathanas  and  his  power, 
jjere  no  clergie  ne  couthe  •  ne  kunnynge  of  lawes.     160 
Loue  and  leute  •  is  a  lele  science  ; 
For  fat  is  f e  boke  blessed  •  of  blissc  and  of  ioye  : — 
God  wrou3t  it  and  wrot  hit  •  with  his  on  fynger, 
And  toke  it  moyses  vpon  f  e  mount  •  alle  men  to  lere.] 
*  Lawe  with-outen  loue,'  qwod  iroianns  '  '  leye  fere  a 

bene,  165 


Ml.  hede"]  bede  (printed  bene)  W. 
In  the  nuir/jhi  of  0  is  the  note — Nofa. 
)3C  ground  of  trentalis. 

145.  inny'\  mowcn  0;  now  R;  W 
ovi.     ifyngi/nq']  .syngen  C. 

140.  l)ij-\  Worn. 

148.  did]  R  om. 


149.  fyndethl  fynde  CB. 

150.  In  R,  the  wonf  pope  is  craned, 
and  in  the  margin  {by  a  later  hand) 
is — i«  'Episenjjnm  Romanuwf. 

151.  sarasene']  Sarsen  W. 

152.  3«]  Hse  B.     to]  COB  om. 
154—164.  In  R  only. 


PASS.  XI.]  MEN    SHOULD    LOVE    EACH    OTHEI}.  177 

Or  any  science  vnder  sonne  •  ]je  seuene  artz  and  alle,       "Leiuningwitii- 

_-,.„.-  1  1    o  111  ii-n       out  love  is  profit- 

But  if  pel  ben  lerned  for  ovpre  lordes  loue  •  loste  is  alle  less,"  said 

pe  tyine  :  — 

For  no  cause  to  cacche  siluer  J5ere-])y  *  ne  to  be  called  a 

mayster,  168 

But  al  for  loue  of  owre  lorde  •  and  Jie  bet  to  loue  ]>e 

peple. 

For  seynte  lolian  seyde  it  •  and  sotli  aren  his  Avordes, 

'  Qui  non  dlUijit,  manet  in  laorte —  iJoiiniii.it 

(Vulg.). 

•[[  Who  so  louetli  nou3te,  leue  me  •  he  lyueth  in  deth- 

deyinge ' — 
And  jjat  alle  manere  men  •  enemys  and  frendes,        172  Men  should  love 

"  eaoli  other, 

Louen  her  eyther  other  •  and  lene  hem  as  her-selue. 
"Who  so  leneth  noujte,  he  loueth  nou3te  •  god  Avote  fe 

sothe. 
And  comaundeth  eche  creature  •  to  confourme  hym  to 

louye, 
And  souereynelyche  pore  poeple  •  and  here  ennemys  and  especially 

p,  1  )-/->    their  enemies  and 

alter.  Itb  the  poor. 

For  hem  fat  hateth  vs  •  is  OAvre  meryte  to  louye, 
And  pore  peple  to  plese  ;  •  here  prayeres  may  vs  helpe. 
For  owre  ioye  and  owre  hele  *  Ihe.s-u  cryst  of  heuene,       For  chvist  wears 

-n  T  the  poor  man's 

In  a  pore  mannes  apparaille  •  p^^rsueth  vs  euere,       180  apparel. 
And  loketh  on  vs  in  her  liknesse  •  and  fat  ^\iill  louely 

chere, 
To  knowen  vs  by  owre  kynde  herte  •  and  castyng  of 

owre  eyen, 

167.    B    omits.     if'\    "WCROB   om.  leueth.     go(ir\  onve  lorde  R. 

loste'\  I-lost  R.  175.  Anct]  Crist  W.     comaundeth'] 

169.  Jei]  better  C.     ^^e/;Ze]  pope  (!)  comaunded   R;    coraande    C.      echc'\ 
B.  ech  a   W;   vch   R;    iclie   0;    Ilk  C. 

170.  aren']  am  "WB.  confourme]  conformen  W. 

171.  lene]  leuefj  B.     detli]  deefj  B;  176.  port-]  \q  pouere  W.     licre^  hir 
dee]>  (^printed  deep)  W.  WC. 

173.  Louen']  Loue  W.     lene]  so  in         170.  For]  Am\^.     ZifZe]  heele  W ; 
O;   in   other    MSS.,  it  is  more   like     euel  (!)  R.     Ihcsn]  is  ihesu  R. 
leue;    see   the   Critical   Note,     hem']  180.  /^;/r.??/(V/c]  pursued  W. 

hj'm  C.     her-selue']  hem-selue  W.  181.  B  omits. 

174.  Who]    For  who   R.     leneth']  182.  eyen]  eighe  C  ;  ei^e  B;  ye  0  ; 
lene}?  0 ;  in  other  MSS.,  it  loohs  like     eyes  R. 
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178  WE    ARE    ALL    BRETHREN    IN    CHRIST.  [PASS.  XI. 

Wliejjer  we  loiio  ]?e  lordes  here  •  byfor  owre  lorde  of 

blisse  ; 
^  And   excitetli   vs  bi   ]?e   euangelye  •  J)at,   when   we 

maken  festes,  184 

We  sliulde  nou3te  clepe  owre  kynne  \ier-io  •  ne  none 

kynnes  riclie  ; 
Lukcxiv.  12.  '  Cum  facitls  comuuia,  nulife  inuitare  amicos ; 

Ac  calleth  fe  careful  Jjer-to  •  ])e  croked  and  Jje  pore, 
For  ^o'wre  frendes  wil  feden  30W  •  and  fonde  30W  to  quite 
3owre  festynge  and   ^owre  faire   ^ifte ;    "   vche  frende 

quyteth  so  other.  188 

Christ  lepnys        %  Ac  for  ])Q  porc  I  shal  payc  •  and  pure  wel  quyte  her 

what  is  given  to  ... 

tiie  poor.  trauaule, 

})at  3iueth  hem  mete  or  moneye  •  and  loueth  \iQm  for 

my  sake.' 
For  J5e  best  ben  so?«me  riche  •  and  so??mie  beggers  and 
pore.  191 

We  lire  till       ^     For  allc  are  we  crystes  creatures  •  and  of  his  coflfres  riche, 

brethren  of  one  '       atiji  p       i  ^     ^  ^^  i 

biooii,  And  bretheren  as  ot  0  blode  •  as  wel  beggares  as  erles. 

For  on  caluarye  of  crystes  blode  •  crystenedome  gan 
sprynge, 
viz.  of  the  blood     And  blody  bretheren  we  bycome  j^ere  •  of  o  body  ywonne, 

filed  at  Calvary.  ,  Tin 

iPet.  ii.  2.  As  quasi  modo  genih  •  and  gentil  men  vche  one,       196 

jS'o  beggere  ne  boye  amonges  vs  •  but  if  it  synne  made ; 

John  viii.  u.  Quifdcit  peccatum,  sernus  est  jJeccati,  Sfc. 

H  In  J)c  olde  hiwe  •  as  holy  leffro  tellcth, 

183.  TFZtc^JC?']  viiswrittcn  \Vlier):c-i-  190.    moncyc'\   mone  E.      and']   or 
in  L.     owre']  ]>q  W.  W.      After  1.   190   R  inserts  an  ap- 

184.  cuanficlije]  cuangcliste  B.  parcntly  spurious  line — 

185.  shvlde]  shal  C.    7wne  hijintcs]  ^  Aliiii^ty  god  hath  made   riche  • 
none  kyne  K  ;  no  kyn  OB.  men  if  he  woldc. 

18G.  Ac  ealletJi]  And  callos  C.  191.  For]  Ac  for  11. 

187.  ^owrc]    oure    C.     iril  feden]  192.  ///.'.•]  CB  am. 

wolcn  fede  IIB;  vvol  fenden  C.  fonde]  193.  And]  As  K.     o]  00  AV  ;  COB 

fonden  R.  om.     wel]  O  om. 

1 88.  fesfi/nye]    fastyng    B.     ^ifte]  1 94.  on]  at  R. 

jifte  W;    ^iftes   RO  ;   3iftis  B;   giftes  195.   b>/come]  bicomc  (printed  bi- 

C.     qui/tetli]  (\mt 'R.  comen)  W.     «]  one  R  ;   a  Oil. 

189.  CB   ooiit.      ;;7^7r]  puire    R.  198.   /loh/]  \>e'ii.     ^W^'^//]  tcchi^i  B. 
quyte']  quiten  R. 


PASS.  XI.]         BEAR  ONE  ANOTHEU's  BURDENS.  171) 

Memies  sones  •  men  called  vs  vclione, 

Of  adaines  issue  and  Eue  *  ay  til  god-man  deyde;     200 

And  after  his  resiu'reccioiui  •  Redemptor  Avas  his  name. 

And  we  his  bretheren,  jjourgh  \\jm  ybou^t  •  bothe  riche  Botii  rich  and 

poor  are  Christ's 
and  pore.  brethren. 

For-jji  loue  we  as  leue  bretheren  shal  •  and  vche  man       [Foi.  4c  i.] 

laughe  vp  other, 
And  of  fat  eche  man  may  forbere   •  amende   pere  it 

nedeth,  204 

And  euery  man  helpe  other  •  for  hennes  shal  we  alle ; 

Alter  alterius  onera  portate.  Gai.  vi.  2. 

And  be  we  nou3te  vnkynde  of  owre  catel  •  ne  of  owre 

kunnynge  neyther, 
For  noet  no  man  how  neighe  it  is  •  to  be  ynome  fro 

bothe.  207 

For-Jii  lakke  no  lyf  other  •  fough  he  more  latyne  knowe,  Let  no  man 
!N"e  vnder-njan  nou3te  foule  •  for  is  none  with-oiite  faute.  overmuch. 
For  what  euere  clerkis  carj^e  •  of  crystenedome  or  elles, 
Cryst  to  a  comune  woman  seyde  •  in  comuiiG  at  a  feste, 
Jjat  Jides  sua  shuldo  sauen  hir  •  and  saluen  hir  of  alle  Luke  vii.  48. 

synnes.  212 

%  ]5anne  is  by  leue  a  lele  heljie  •  aboue  logyke  or  lawe  ; 
Of  logyke  ne  of  lawe  •  in  legenda  sanctorum  Logic  and  hiw 

Is  litel  allowaunce  made  •  but  if  bileue  hem  helxie.  account. 

For  it  is  ouerlonge  ar  logyke  •  any  lessou?2  assoille,  2 1 G 

199.  called]  callen  WO  ;  calli)?  B.        W  ;  not  C ;  B  2}laces  not  after  man. 

200.  mail]  mand  {sic)  C.     deyde]     neighe]  COB  om.    he]  ben  W.   ynome] 
deyede  R  ;  deyed  CB.  bynome  C.     to — ynome]  ne  how  sone 

202.  yhoti^t]  y-bou^t   (2frinted   y-     he  take  B. 

brought)  W  ;  boujt  OB ;  bought  C.  209.  for]    G    om.      is]    j^ev    is    B. 

203.  lone]    lyue     0.       bretheren]    faute]  defaute  WR. 
childern  R.     shal]  schul  0;    W  om.         211.  a  (2)]  the  CB. 

lauyhe]  IsAV^he  O.     rj}]  so  in  LB. ;  oi         212.    hi/?-    of]    of   hir    CB.      alle] 
W  ;  on  0 ;  vp-on  C  ;  vppo/i  B.  WCOB  07)i. 

204.  And]  For  0.     of]  if  COB.  213.  above]  abue  (sic)  R. 

205.  other]    of^er   here    R.      s?i.al]         214.  ne]  or  W. 

shulW;  schulle  R.  215.  allowatince  —  bileue]  alowed 

206.  vnhynde]  vnkende  R.  neyther]  {^ei  both  •  but  by-leue  R. 
nouther  C  ;  noj^er  R.  216.  ar]  er  WO  ;  or  CB. 

207.  noet]  so  in  LR ;  noot  0  ;  woot 


180  Christ's  example  of  humility.  [pass.  xi. 

And  lawe  is  loth  to  lou3'e  •  but  if  lie  lacclie  syluer. 
Bothe  logyke  and  lawe  •  ))at  louetli  nou^te  to  lye, 
Cleave  not  to         I  conseille  alle  crystene  '  cleue  noujte  Jier-on  to  sore, 
ogiooi  .i«.  ^^^^  ^^^^^  -wordes   I  fynde  ywryten   •  Avere   of  faithes 

techyngfl,  220 

pat  saued  synful  men  •  as  seynt  lolian  bereth  wytnesse  ; 
Mat.  vii.  -2.  Ecidem.  mcnaitra  qua  mensi  fueritis,  reineciehir 

vohis. 
Learn  rather  tiie    ^   For-jji   leruc  WO   ])ii   lawe   of  louG    '   as   OAvre  lorde 

law  of  love. 

tau^te, 
And  as  seynte  Gregory  seide  *  for  mannes  soiile  lieltlie, 
Melius  est  scndari  scelera  nostra,  quam  natvras 
rerum. 
%  Why  I  nioue  ])is  matere  •  is  inoste  for  fe  pore,      224 
For  in  her  lyknesse  owre  lorde  •  ofte  hath  ben  y-knowe. 
Luke  xxiv.  13.       Witnessc  ID.  fie  Paske  wyke  •  whan  he  3ede  to  Eniaus ; 
Cleophas  ne  knewe  hyni  nau3te  *  Jjat  he  cryste  were, 
For  his  pore  paraille  •  and  pylgrymes  wedes ;  228 

Luke  xxiv.  31.       Tyl  he  blesscd  and  brak  •  fie  bred  Jjat  f)ei  eten, 
So  hi  his  Averkes  fei  Avisten  •  fiat  he  AA'as  Ihesus ; 
Ac  bj'  clothyng  fei  kncAve  hym  nou3te  •  ne  bi  carpynge 
of  tongc. 
Christ  set  an         ^  And  al  Avas  in  ensample  •  to  vs  synful  here,  232 

iiumiiity.  J5at  we  shulde  be  loAV  •  and  loueliche  of  speche. 

And  apparaille  a's  nou3te  ouer  proudl}""  •  for  jpylgrynies 
ar  we  alle  ; 

217.  lovyc']  loue  C.     lacclxi]  take  C.         226.    Paslie'\   Pasl<    W  ;  Pasqe  R  ; 

218.  Bothe]  But  0.     to]  for  to  R.       Passe  C.     wylte']  woke  R;  weke  C. 

219.  crystene]    cristen    men    CB.         227.  ne"]  COB  om. 

cleue]   clyue  W ;    to  cleue  B.     sore]  228,  ^^araiZ^f]   apparaille   W  :    ap- 

soore  W.  paralle     C ;     apparajie     B.       wedcs] 

220.  ywryten]  writcn  WCB ;   write     wede  B. 

R.     were]  \>at  were  W ;  j^a  were  B.  229.  Messed]  blis.sed  RGB. 

221.  remeeletur]    remescietw/-    R;  230.  Z*/]  be  R.     ///*■]  liise  \VC. 
remenciet?/r  B.  231.  Ac]  And  C.     hy]  be  R.     hi'] 

224.  mouc']  meue  WROB  ;    nioeuc  be  R. 
C.    for]  C  om.  232.    in   ensanqdr]   ensauniple    for 

22.5.    Jier]   here   R  ;    liir    W ;     Ids  sotbe  R. 
COB.       ofte]    of    R.       br„]    be    II.         234.  oner]  to  CB.     ar]  er  C. 
y-kno)vc]  knawt-n  C. 


PASS.   XI.]  CHRIST    PRAISED    MARY    MORR    TUAX    JIARTIIA.  181 

And  in  fe  apparaille  of  a   pore   man  •  and  pilgrymes 

lyknesse 
Many  tyme  god  hath  ben  mette  •  amonge  nedy  peple, 
j)eve  neuere  segge  hym  seigh  •  in  secte  of  \)g  riche.   2.37 
^[  Seynt  lohrm  and  other  seyntes  •  were  seyne  in  pore  st  John  and  other 

saints  had  poor 

clothynge,  ciotiiing. 

And  as  pore  pilgrymes  *  preyed  mennes  godis. 
Iheini  cryste  on  a  iewes  doubter  aly3te  •  gentil  woman        [FoI.  47.] 

Jjough  she  were,  240 

Was  a  pure  pore  may  de  •  and  to  a  pore  man  wedded.       The  virgin  Mary 

was  poor. 

^  Martha  on  ]\Iarye  magdeleyne  •  an  huge  pleynte  she  Martha  com- 

,  plained  of  Maiy. 

made, 
And  to  owre  saueour  self  •  seyde  Jjise  wordes, 

Domine,  non  est  tihi  cure  quodsoror  mea  reliquit  Luke  x.  40. 
me  sola\rii]  ministrare,  ^-c.  ? 
^   And  hastiliche  god  answered  •  and  eytheres  wille 
folwed,  244 

Bothe  Marthaes  and  Maries  •  as  Mathew  bereth  witnesse,  Christ  praised 

,  .  „  ,  ,    .  -,  Mary  most. 

Ac  pouerte  god  j)ut  biiore  •  and  preysed  it  Jje  bettre ; 

Maria  optimam  partem  elegit  *  que  non  [civfere-  Luke  x.  a. 
tur  ah  ea.] 
^  And  alle  fe  wyse  fat  euere  were  •  by  au3te  I  can 

aspye, 
Preysen  jDouerte  for  best  lyf  •  if  pacience  it  folwe,     248  wise  men  praise 
And  bothe  bettere  and  blisseder  •  by  many  folde  ))an  i'°^"^- 
ricchesse. 

235.  i)t    \>e~\    in    C  ;     B    om.     ap-         1^2 .  In  the  margin  of  \j  is — Martha 
faralllel  paraile  E.  &  Maudelene.    aii\  and  (!)  RO.    she] 

236.  mette]  y-mette  R  ;  at  \q  mete     sho  C  ;  W  om. 

B.  2-43.  solcvni]   so   \ti  WCOB  ;  sola  L. 

237.  segge]  mane  i.  segge  C.  R  omits  all  after  cure;    COB    omit 

238.  seyne]   seyen  W;   seyn  RGB.     ministrare. 

in]  C  om..     pore]  o\>er  B.  244.  hastiliche]  stilleliche  B. 

239.  x^reyed]   preyude  R ;  prayden         245.    Marthaes]    in    Marthas    CB. 
C  ;    preieden   B.      mennes]    men    R.  Maries]  in  Maries  CB.     as]  and  B. 
gocUs]  goodes  W;  goedes  R;  goddes         246.    Ac]    And    C.      it]     j^at    W. 
C;  goodis  B.  \_avferetur — ««]  suppVwd from  COB. 

240.  aly^te]  Vi^te  W.     she^  a  R.  247.  \je]  CB  om.     wyse]  wyes  B. 

241.  Was]   A  was  R.     pure]   puir         2iS.  Preysen]  Treheden^V.    folwe] 
E.     j?u)-e  pore]  pore  pure  B.     mriytle]     folwed  W;  wolde  R. 

mayden  RB.     wedded]  y-wedded  WR.         249.  blisseder]  blesseder  W. 


182 


WHY    rOVERTT    IS    LIKE    A    WALNUT. 


[rASS.  XI. 


Al  though  it  he  soure  to  sufirc  •  )?ere  cometh  swete  after ; 


Tiie  walnut  has  a   As  OH  a  waliiot  "with-oiite  "  IS  a  hitter  harke, 

bitter  husk,  but  a     .,„  -i  •  i       t  n 

sweet  kernel.        And  after  pat  hitter  harka  "  (he  pe  shelle  aweye), 


252 


Christ  is  the 
kernel. 


Is  a  kirnelle  of  conforte  *  kynde  to  restore  ; 

So  is,  after,  pouerte  or  penaunce  •  pacientlyche  ytake. 

Such  is  po  erty.     For  it  maketh  a  man  to  -  haue  mynde  in  gode  •  and  a 
grete  ^"ille 
To  wepe  and  to  wel  hydde  •  Avher-of  wexeth  mercy,  256 
Of  -which  cryst  is  a  kirnelle  •  to  conforte  fe  soule. 
And  wel  sykerer  he  slepyth  •  pe  [segge]  pat  is  pore, 
And  lasse  he  dredetli  deth  •  and  in  derke  to  he  rohhed, 
]?an  he  pat  is  rijte  ryche  •  resoun  hereth  •wytnesse ;  260- 
Pauper  ego  hido,  dum  tu  diues  meditarls. 
^  Al  jjough  salamon  seide  •  as  folke  seeth  in  po,  hiblc, 

Prov.  xxx.  8.  Dhiicias  nee  paupertates,  ^x., 

Wyser  ])an  salamon  was  •  hereth.  witnesse  and  taujte, 
J3at  parfyte  pouert  was  '  no  possession??,  to  hane,       264 
And  lyf  moste  lykynge  to  god  •  as  luke  hereth  witnesse, 

Wat.  xix.  21.  gi  i-is  2')erfectus  esse,  vade  Sf  vende,  <^'c.  ; 

And  is  to  mene  to  men  ■  jjat  on  Jjis  molde  lyuen, 

To  be  perfect,  wc   "Who  SO  wdl  he  purc  pa?"fyt  •  mote  possessionw  forsake, 

must  sell  all.  l  i  j  r 

Or  selle  it,  as  seith  pe  hoke  •  and  pe  syluer  dele        268 
To  heggeres  fat  gone  and  hegge  •  and  hidden  good  for 

goddes  loue. 
%  For  faillcd  neuere  man  mete  •  fat  my3tful  god  serued  ; 
[No7i  vidi  iustuin   dereJidum,  nee  semen   eius 
qiierens  2^cinem  ;] 
As  dauid  seith  in  pe  santer  •  to  suche  pat  hen  in  willc 


Ps.  xxxvi.  : 

(Vulg.). 


250.  AT]  ForW;  And  COB;  Alle 
R.  \>ere — after']  Jjer-after  come)?  swete 
W. 

254.  ix]  CB  am. 

255.  For  it]  U  om.    a  (1)]  COB  om. 

257.  O  omits. 

258.  [srrfffe  II]  man  LWCOB  ;  cf.  1. 
237. 

250.  roh/nd]  yrobbed  W;  rubl)i(l 
B. 

2C,2.  Af]    Alle  R;  And   Ui!.    fnU/r 


seeth]  men  seth  E.  hi  the  margin  of 
L  is — parfite  povertee. 

265.  as]  and  C. 

26G.  viene]  many  (!)  C. 

207.  pure]  poue?*e  C;  pore  OB. 
motc^  moot  WC. 

2()9.  gone]  gaen  C ;  goon  "\V ;  gon 
I!B. 

270.  serued]  seruef)  WR.  [^Non — 
2>anem]  in  O  onlt/. 

271.  \>at]  as  b'. 


PASS.  XI.]  PRIESTS    SHOULD    BE    PAID    BY    THE    BISHOP.  183 

To  serue  god  godeliche  •  ne  greueth  hym  no  penaunce, 

Nichil  inpossibile  volenti,  [c'f-  Mat.  xvii. 

20.] 

l^Q,  lakketh  neuere  lyflode  •  lynnen  ne  wollen,  273 

Inquirentes    autem    dominum    non    mlniientur  ps.  xxxUi.  n 

(Vulg.). 

omm  bono. 
If  prestes  weren  parfyt  •  fei  wolde  no  syliier  take  [FoI.  h  b.] 

For   masses   ne   for   matynes    *   noujte    her    mete    of  Priests  shouw 

decline  presents. 

vsureres, 
Ne  neither  kh'tel  ne  cote  •  jjeigh  jjey  for  colde  shukle 
-deye,  276 

And  fei  her  deno[i]r  dede  •  as  dauid  seith  in  fe  sauter, 

>-    Iitdica  me,  deus,  ^  discerne  causam  meam.- —     Ps.-xki.  i  (Vuiif.Tr' 

Spera  in  dec  speketh  of  p?*estes  •  fat  haue  no  spendyng  ps.  xxxvi.  3 

1  (Vulg.). 

syluer, 
j?at  ^if  Jjei  trauaille  trewlich  •  and  trusten  in  god  ahni3ti, 
Hem  shulde  lakke  no  lyflode  •  noyther  wollen  ne  lynnen. 
And  jje  title  Jjat  [ye]  take  ordres  by  •  telleth  ^e  ben 

auamiced;  281 

}3anne  nedeth  nonjte  30W  to  take  syluer  •  for  masses  pat  Priests  should 

not  take  money 

36  syngen.  fo,.  masses. 

For  he  fat  toke  30W  3owre  tytle  •  shulde  take  30W  3owre 

wages, 
Or  jje  bisshop  fat  blesseth  30W  •  if  fat  30  ben  worthy.      xiie  bishop 
IT  For  made  neuere  kynge  no  kny3tc  •  but  he  hadde 

catel  to  spende,  285 

272.  nol  nou3t  no  B.     R  reads—  279.  truste)i]  tristen  RB  ;  tri.st  C. 
Witheny  welorwo(AflZ/'-Z(«eZiZ««7')          280.    Heni]    thaym    C. '    miUcn — 
To  &er\xe  god  godeliche  •  ne  greueth     lynneii]  lynnen  ne  wollen  W. 

hem  no  penaunce,  281.  ]>at']   COB  om.     [_>je  WR]  fjei 

nichil  difficile  volenti,  ^'c.  LCOB.     ordres]  ordre  0;    her  ordre 

273.  neuere']  noyther  R.      lyflode']     B.     telleth]  til  CB.     3^]  f^ei  B. 

G  om.  282.  novate — <«]  naught yowC;  not 

274.  parfyt]    wise    R.       no]    no     30W  0 ;  yow  no^t  to  WRB.     synyeii] 
{printed  ne)  W.     In  the  margin  of    syngeth  R. 

0 — Of  annueleris  p?'estis.  283.  30/y  (1)]  Ro»i.    shulde]  s'hsAO. 

277.  deiioir]   so   in  WCOB;   deuor         284.   Or]    Of  C.     blesseth]   blessed 
L;  deuer  R.    dede]  B,  om.    seith]  says     W;  blisses  C;  blissif  B. 

C :   seide  R.     discerne]  so  in  W,  but  285.  netiere]    neuere  no  L ;  but  as 

printed  decerne.  the  other  MSS.  omit  this  first  no,  it  is 

278.  deo]   deo  &c  CB.     haue']   han  unnecessary  to  retain  it. 
R  ;  hauef;  B. 


should  pay  thein. 


184 


SOME    PRIESTS    CAXXOT    READ    CORRECTLY.  [PASS.  XI. 


A  wretched 
knight  is  he  wlio 
has  no  wealth. 


Priests  trust  to 
tlieir  title  and 
tonsure  for  tlieir 
support. 


A  cliarter  can  be 
challenged  if  it 
be  in  fiilse  Latin, 
or  be  miswritten. 


James  ii.  10. 


Ps.  xlvi.  7,  8 
(Vulg.). 


As  bifel  for  a  kiii3te  •  or  fonde  hyni  for  his  strengthe ; 
It  is  a  careful^kny3te  •  and  of  a  caytyue  kynges  makynge, 
|?at  hath  no  londe  ne  lynage  riche  •  ne  good  loos  of  his 
handes.  ,  288 

pe  same  I  segge  for  sothe  •  by  alle  suche  prestes, 
j)at  han  noyther  kunnynge  ne  kynne  *  but  a  croune  one, 
And  a  tytle,  a  tale  of  nou3te  •  to  his  lyflode  at  mj^schief^ , 
He  hath   more  bileiie,  as  I  leue  •  to  lacche  ]?or^y  his 
croune  -  292 

Cure,    Ipan  for  konnyng   •   or — '  knowen  for    clone    of 
]  berynge.' 

;  I  haue  wonder  [for]  why  •  and  wher-fore  fe  bisshop 
I  Maketh  suche  prestes  •  fat  lev/ed  men  by  tray  en.        295 
^  A  charge  is  chalengeable  •  byfor  a  chief  iiistice  ; 
If  false  latyne  be  in  Jjo  lettie  •  fe  lawe  it  inpugneth, 
Or  peyntedj)arenterlinarie  •  [or]  parceles  ouer-skipped  ; 
J3e  gome  J)at  gloseth  so  chari^es  •  for  a  goky  is  holden. 
^  So  is  it  a  goky,  by  god  •  fat  in  his  gospel  failleth. 
Or  in  masse  or  in  matynes  •  maketh  any  defaute,     301 

Qui  offeiidit  in  vno,  in  omnibus  est  reus,  ^'c. 
And  also  in  fe  sauter  •  seyth  dauyd  to  ouerskippers, 

PsaUite  deo  nosfro,  jjsallite  ;  quoniam  rex  terre 
dens  israel ;  'psallite  sapienter. 
j)e  bisshop  shal  be  blamed  •  bifor  god,  as  I  leue, 
jjat  crouneth  suche  goddes  knijtes  •  fat  conneth  nou3t 
sapienter  304 


2m.  fonde]  foond  W;  fonde,  altered 
to  fande  C  ;  fyndc  15. 

287.  a  (2)]  CO  om. 

2S8.  no']  nofjcr  K  ;  ncifjer  B.  riehe] 
R  om.  looi]  los  EB.  handes]  hondes 
11 ;  hand  B. 

281).  suche]  swiche  WRC. 

290.  one]  oon  C  ;  on  liede  B. 

201,  fl^]at  his  W. 

292.  Incchr]  lacchen  R. 

293.  hnowrn:]  knowynj,'  COB.  for] 
or  for  B.     of]  AVB  om. 

294.  [/,.;•  W]  and  RC  ;  &  LO  :  I'. 
and  ("row ley  om. 


297.  \>e']  l^at  RCOB;  M  {printed 
the)  W.  injyugneth]  impugne)?  WR; 
impugnes  C. 

298.  parcntcrlinnrlc]  par  ent^'rlin- 
arie  R.  {or  W  Crowley]  LRCOB  om. 
ovcr-shlppcd]  ouer-kipped  C. 

299.  (loliy]  gooky  C. 

301.  '?■«  (2)]  CO  om.  est  reus]  R 
om,. 

302.  ouersldppers]  oucrkippcrs  C. 
304.  erovneth]  crowned  CB;  O  om. 

conneth]    kiu/neth     R ;     ku/nien    B ; 
kunnc  O ;  konncs  C. 


PASS.  XI.]  THE  DREAMER  SEES  THE  WONDERS  OF  NATURE.        185 

Synge  nej)salmes  rede  •  ne  segge  a  messe  of  pa  day.         or  unfit  priests. 

Ac  neuer   neyther   is   blamclces   •   pa  bisshop    ne    po 

chapleyne, 

For  her  eyther  is  endited  ■  and  j^at  of  '  Ifjnorancia 

Xun  excused  episcojios  •  nee  idiotes  prestes.'  308 

IT  Jpis  lokynge  on  lewed  p?'estes  •  hajj  don  nie  lepe  fram  This  is  a  digres- 
sion," said 

pOUerte,  Loyalty. 

\)Q  whiclie  I  preyse  fere  pacyence  is  •  more  pa?'fyt  J)an 

ricchesse." 

H  Ac  mocbe  more  in  metynge  Jjus  •  with  me  gan  one  My  dream  con- 
tinued, and  I 
dispute,  next  saw  Nature. 

And  slepynge  I  seigh  al  pis,  ■  and  sithen  cam  kynde,  [Foi.  48.] 

And  nempned  me  by  my  name  •  and  bad  me  nymen 
hede,  313 

And  borw  be  wondres  of  bis  Avorlde  •  wytte  for  to  take.  Nature  bad  me 

'  .  behold  the  won- 

And  on  a  moimtaigne  jjat  mydelerd  hyjte  •  as  me  J)o  ders  of  the  world. 

}5ou3te, 
I  was  fette  forth  •  by  ensaumples  to  knowe,  316 

Jjorugb  eche  a  creature  and  kynde  •  my  creatoure  to  louye. 
I  seigh  be  sonne  and  be  see  •  and  be  sonde  after,  ^  saw  the  sun,  the 

S3a,  and  the  sai:d, 

And  where  fat  bryddes  and  bestes  •  by  here  make[s] 

Jjei  ^eden, 
Wylde  wormes  in  wodes  •  and  wonderfid  foules,       320  ben^ts,  woi-ms, 
With  flekked  fetheres  •  and  of  fele  coloures.  man  and  iiis 

JSIan  and  his  make  •  I  my3te  bothe  byholde ;  "^^  ^* 


305.  sefige~\  seye  WOO  ;  synge  B.  314.  wondres']  wordes  KB.     ])is}  );e 

300.   Ac]  And  WC.     we]   and  E.  E. 

\ie  (2)]  C  om.                                 '  315.     mydelerct]    mydel    erde    E ; 

307.  her']   euera   0 ;    her   euer   B.  myddel   erfje  W ;    midilerd   B.      \!o] 
of]  is  W.  than  C  ;  W  om. 

308.  idiotes]  idiotos  B.  316.  fette]  fet  WC  ;   feet  B.     en- 

309.  on]  of  0.     don]  doon  W ;  do  saumples]  ensampel  C. 

R.     lepe]  luppe  E.  318.  see]  sehe  O.     sonde]  sande  C. 

310.  \>e]   CB  om.     \:ere]    here    B.  319.    And]     B    om.       [makes   W] 
is]  B  om.  make  LCEO;  mak  B  ;  iiit  see  1,  335. 

311.  Jj  has  only  a  faint  pa7-a{/)rij?h-  \:ei]  \Y0  om.. 
mark,  but  it  is  certain  that  a  new  320.  in]  and  E. 

2)ara graph  begins  here.  321.  fetheres]  federes  R. 

313.  nempned]  called  C.     my]  COB  322.  and]  hadde  0.     huthe  hyholde] 

om,     nymen]  nemen  B.  se  bothe  E. 
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HOW    WELL    BIRDS    BUILD    THEIR    NESTS  !  [PASS.  XI. 


poverty  and 

plenty, 

bliss  and  bale. 


I  saw  that  Reason 
ruled  all  beasts ; 


males  withdrew 
from  females 
after  breeding 
time. 


I  saw  birds 
making  their 
nests,  and 
wondered. 


Pi>me  birds  hid 
their  eggs. 


Pouerte  and  plente  •  bothe  pees  and  werre, 

Blisse  and  bale  •  bothe  I  seigli  at  ones,  324 

And  hoAV  men  token  Mede  •  and  mercy  refused. 

^  Eesoiine  I  seighe  sotbly  •  suen  alle  bestes 

In  etynge,  in  drynkynge  •  and  in  engendrynge  of  kynde  ; 

And  after  course  of  concepcioii?i  *  none  toke  kepe  of 

other,  328 

As  whan  Jjei  hadde  ryde  in  rotey  tyme ;  •  anon  ri3te 

jjer-after, 
IMales  drowen  hem  to  males  •  a  mornynges  bi  hem-self, 
And  in  euenynges  also  •  3e[de]  males  fro  femeles. 
J9ere  ne  was  cow  ne  cowkynde  •  pat  conceyued  hadde, 
J)at  wolde  belwe  after  boles  •  ne  bore  after  so-we ;      333 
Bothe  horse  and  houndes  •  and  alle  other  bestes 
Medled  noujte  yvjth.  here  makes  •  Jiat  ^Adth  fole  were. 
^  Briddes  I  bihelde  '  pat  in  buskes  made  nestes  ;     336 
Hadde  neuere  ^Yye  "witte  *  to  worche  pe  leest. 
I  hadde  wonder  at  whom  *  and  where  pe  pye  lerned 
To  legge  pe  stykkes  •  in  whiche  she  [leyejj]  and  bredeth  ; 
j)exe  nys  wri3te  as  I  wene  •  shidde  worche  hir  neste  to 

paye ;  340 

If  any  masou?i  made  a  molde  per-to  ■  moche  wonder  it 

Avere. 
%  And  3et  me  merueilled  more  •  how  many  other  briddes 


324.  of]  al  at  W. 

325.  ho)v'\  O  nw. 

32G.  suenl  sewen  W  ;  schewen  R ; 
suwen  CB. 

327.  in  (2)]  &  0.     hjnde^  keiide  R. 

328.  of  (2)]  til  R. 

329.  ^.s]  And  COB. 

330.  fl]  on  O.  mornyntjcs']  mor- 
wenyngcs  WROB  ;  morwcn'res  C. 

331.  And'\  0  om.  j^cdc']  so  in  R; 
laisirrittrn  ^e  i)i  L,  hut  the  line  is 
VKirhcdfor  correction,  ;  in  other  JISS. 
rre  find — ]>e  males  ben  fro  feraelles  W ; 
tlie  males  fro  femeles  C  ;  ]pB  males  fro 
Yc  fcmelcs  OB. 


332.  \:ere']  \>q  R.     ne  (1)]  COB  om. 

333.  hehre]  belwen  R. 

336.  Imslics]  busclics  R. 

337.  neuere^  nere  R.  n-ye']  weye 
R ;  wi3th  B. 

339.  ler/f/e']  laye  C.  }rf]  R  om. 
.shel,  he  COB  ;  a  R.  [^ryt'^  W]  layes 
C  ;  in  L  badly  sjwlt  ley  the;  leuth  R; 
ley3elj  B. 

340.  ny.1  n-ri^te^  is  no  wit  R. 
«c.sfc]  nestes  W. 

312.  And]  Ac  W.     ho)v'\  R  om. 

343.  Hndden]  Hidden  AV.  hilc.den'] 
lick'den  CR ;  heliedcn  B.  cggi'x] 
egghes  C  ;  eeggis  B  ;  C3rcn  0. 


PASS.  XI.]  REASON    RULES    ALL    BEASTS    BUT    JIAX.  187 

In  mareys  and  mores  •  for  men  sliolde  hem  nou3t  fynde, 

And  hudden  here  egges  •  whan  fiei  pere-fro  wente,    345 

For  fere  of  other  fonles  •  and  for  wylde  bestis. 

%  And  some  troden  her  makes  •  and  on  trees  bredden,     some  bred  upon 

trees. 

And  brou^ten  forth  her  bryddes  so  •  al  aboue  fe  grounde  ; 
And  some  bryddes  at  Ipc  bille  •  jjorwgh  brethynge  con- 
ceyued ;  349 

And  some  kauked,  I  toke  kepe  •  how  pekokes  bredden.  i  observed  the 

Tiri  Mil  1  •  -111  peacocks. 

JNloche  merueuied  me  •  Avhat  maistei'  pei  hadde, 

And  "svho  tau3te  hem  on  trees  •  to  tymbre  so  heighe, 

J3ere  noither  buh'n  ne  beste  "  may  her  briddes  rechen.  [FoI.  48  6.] 

%  And  sythen  I  loked  vpon  pe  see  •  and  so  forth  vpon  Then  i  looked  at 

_  _  .     the  sea  and  stars, 

pe  sterres,  ooi 

Many  selconthes  I  seygh  •  ben  nought  to  sej^e  nouthe. 
^  I  seigh  floures  in  fe  fritthe  '  and  her  faire  coloures,      the  flowers,  and 

the  grass. 

And  how  amonge  J)e  grene  grasse  •  grewe  so  many  hewes, 

And  so??ime  soure  and  some  swete  •  selcouthe  me  |)0ii3te  ; 

Of  her  kynde  and  her  coloure  •  to  carpe  it  were  to  longe. 

^  Ac  fat  moste  moeued  me  ■  and  my  mode  chaunged,      Re ison  niiei  aii 

Jjat  resoun  rewarded  •  and  reuled  alle  bestes,  361  man. 

Sane  man  and  his  make  ;  •  many  tyme  and  ofte 

iSTo  resoun  hem  folwed  •  and  ]?anne  I  rebuked 

EesouTZ,  and  ri^te  ■  til  hym-seluen  I  seyde,  364  laskei  Reason 

1  haue  wonder  of  J)e,    quoa  I  ■  "  j^at  witty  art  holden, 

Why  J30W  ne  snwest  man  and  his  make  •  fat  no  mysfait 

hem  folwe  ] " 

.345.    hudden}    hidden    W.     egges]      O.    forth  vpon'\  on  COB. 
egges  C  ;  eegis  B  ;  eggj's  0.  355.    ben]    beth    R  ;    jjat   ben    B, 

348.  brouiten]  bredde  R.  seye]  segge  E ;  seyn  B. 

349.  CB    omit.      bille]    bile    W ;         356.   in]  of  R. 

bible  (!)   0.     brethynge']    bredyng  (!)         357.  grewe]   greuj  R  ;  growed  W  ; 
O.  grewen  B. 

350.  hauled]   kackeled  C ;  kakele-         359.  her  (2)]  of  here  R. 

den  0 :    kakelid  B.      J]   I  {printed  360.  mode']  moed  R  ;  mood  W. 

and)  W.      hope]   hede  R.     pehohes]  362.  CB  omit,     tyme]  tymes  R. 

pacokkes  C.     bredden]  breden  R.  363.  No]  Ne  CB. 

351.  ])ei  hadde]  hem  made  W.  364.  7]  COB  om. 

353.  noither]  neij^er  WB  ;  nofjer  R.  365.  holden]  holde  R. 

buirn]  burnW;  barne  C  ;  barn  OB.  366.  suwest]  schev/est  E.     mysfait] 

mai/]  ne  may  R.  mysfeet  W  ;  mysfaut  C ;  misfeith  R  ; 

354.  vpon  (1)]  on  COB.     see]  sehe     mysfail?  B. 


188 


TATIEXCK    IS    A    FAIR    VIRTUE. 


[pass.  XI. 


Reason  would 
not  tell  me. 


"  Wlio  is  more 
long-suffering 
than  God  ?  " 


%  And  resou?^  arated  me  •  and  seyde,  "  recche  fe  neuere, 
Wlii  I  suifre  or  nou3t  sufFre  •  fi-self  hast  nou3t  to 

done;  368 

Amende  pow  it,  if  Jjow  my3te  •  for  my  tyme  is  to  abyde. 
SiifFraunce  is  a  souereygne  vertue  •  and  a  swyfte  veni- 

aunce. 
Who  siiffreth  more  fan  god  1 "  q?/od  he  •  "  no  gome,  as 

I  leue  ! 
He    mi3te   amende   in   a  Minute  while   •   al  j>at  mys 

standeth,  372 

Ac  he  suffreth  for  somme  marines  good  •  and  so  is  owre 

hettre. 
[%  Holy  ATxitt,"  qiiod  pat  weye  •  "  wisseth  men  to  suffre  ; 

Propter  deu7n  suhiedi  estate  ornni  creature. 
Frenche  men  and  fre  men  •  affeyteth  fus  her  childerne, 
Patience  is  a  fair    Bcle  vei'tzic  cst  soffrance  '  mol  dire  est  2^ety{t]  veniancey 
Bien  dire  et  Men  soffrir  '  fait  lui  soffrant  a  Men  venir. 
For-Jji  I  rede,"  q?/od  reson  •  "  rewle  ]>\  tonge  bettere. 
And  ar  jjow  lakke  [eny]  lyf  •  loke  if  fow  be  to  preyse  ! 
For  is  no  creature  vnder  criste  '  can  formen  hym-seluen  ; 
And  if  a  man  mi3te  make  •  hym-seK  goed  to  Jje  poeple, 
Vch  a  lif  wold  be  lakles  •  leue  Jjow  non  other.  382 

ISTe  ])ow  schalt  fynde  but  fewe  •  fayne  for  to  here 
Of  here  defautes  foule  •  by-for  hem  rehersed.] 
IT  Jpe  wyse  and  fe  witty  •  Avrote  Jjus  in  Jje  bible, 
De  re  que  te  non  molestat,  \noli^  certare. 
For  be  a  man  faire  or  foule 


1  Pet.  ii.  n. 


Xo  creature  can 
make  himself. 


Few  can  bear 
blame. 


lakke 

367.  And']  And  \>o  B. 

369.  if]  COB  om.     is]  is  nou^t  CB. 

370.  «  (1)]  COR  om.    a  (2)]  of  O. 

371.  suffreth']  suffres  C  ;  suffrede 
WO.  gome]  man  {with  i.  gome  writ- 
tan  above)  C. 

372.  Minute]  litel  (corrected  to 
mynutc)  C. 

373.  suffreth]  suflfres  C ;  suffrede  0. 
w]  it  is  W. 

374—384.  In  R  onbj.  Cf.  Text  C, 
vfiere   some   of  these   lines   mny   be 


it  falleth  nou3te  for  to 
386 


foujid. 

37G.  Bel(^  written  Yele  in  E  ;  hut 
see  Text  C.  petyf]  written  pety ;  hit 
petit  in  MS.  Cott.  Vesp.  B.  16. 

377.  soffrir]  soffrer  R  ;  hit  the 
rime  requires  soffrir.  lui']  le  in  MS. 
Cott.  ;  ly  in  Whitaker;  hut  lui  in 
MS.  Camb.  Dd.  3.  13. 

379.  [e«y]  so  in  MS.  Cott.  ;  mis- 
written  my  in  R. 

385.  \>e  (2)]  C  om.  que  te']  quiete 
R.     \_noll  WCOB]  noly  L;  nolite  U. 


iT/ 


PASS.  XI.]       THE  DREAMEU  BEHOLDS  A  STRAXGER.  189 

J3e  sliappe  ne  fc  shafte  •  j^at  god  shope  liym-selue ; 

YoT  al  pat  he  did  was  -wol  ydo  •  as  holywiit  witnessetli, 

Et  vidit  deus  t7/?i[c]/'a  que  fecerat,  et  erant  valde  Gen.  i.  31. 

hona  ; 

%  And  badde  euery  creature  •  in  liis  k}rQde  encrees,  God  bad  man  in- 

crease and  mul- 
Al  to  murthe  with  man  '  fat  most  woo  tholye  390  tipiy. 

In  fond}Tige  of  J?e  flesshe  •  and  of  j^e  fende  bothe. 

For  man  was  made  of  suche  a  matere  •  lie  may  nou3t 

wel  astert  392 

}5at  ne  some  tymes  hym  hitit  •  to  folwe?^  his  kynde  ; 
Catou?i  acordeth  Jje/'c-with  •  nemo  sine  crimine  riuit."      Cato,  Distich. i.  5. 
^  Tho  cau3te  I   colours  anon   •  and  comsed  to  ben  Then  i  awoke, 

aschamed, 
And  awaked  ber-with  ;  *  wo  was  me  banne  396  and  was  very 

sorry  to  dream  no 

j)ai  I  in  meteles  ne  my3te  *  more  haue  yknowen.  more. 

And  jianne  seyde  I  to  my-self  •  and  chidde  J»at  tyme  ; 
"  I^ow  I  wote  what  dowel  is,"  quod  I  '  "  by  dere  god, 

as  me  fiinketh  !  " 
And  as  I  caste  vp  myn  eyghen  •  one  loked  on  me,  and       [FqI.  49.] 

T  ^  „  ^    Then  saw  I  one, 

axed  400 

Of  me,  what  finge  it  were  1  •  "  ywisse,  sire,"  I  seide, 
"  To  se  moche  and  suffre  more  •  certes,"  q?/od  I,  "  is 

dowel !  " 
•^  "  Haddestow  sufFred,"  he  seyde  *  "slepyng  bo  bow  who  rebuked  me 

for  my  im- 
Were,  patience. 

)3ow  sholdest  haue  knowen  ])at  clergye  can  ■  and  co7i- 
ceiued  more  forugh  resouw  ;  404 

388.  \>at  he]  L  has  \q,  corrected  to         396.  And']  And  I  0. 
\sathe  in  the  margin;  \)a.t\\Q^YCRO^.         397.  have^  bauen  R. 

did]    wrou^t   R.     ydo]    do  0.     wit-         399.    wote]    woot   WC ;    wot    RB. 

nesseth]  witnesse  CB.  dere]  CB  am. 

389.  euery]   to  vch  a  R.  encrees]          400.  And]  Bom.     eyghen]  eyen  C; 
encreesse  W  ;  encresce  CR.  eyes  R  ;  yen   O.     o«e]   oon  WC  ;  on 

390.  most]    moste  W ;    moost   O ;     RB.     axed]  asked  WR. 

niaest    C.        tholye]     tholieth    RO  ;  403.  Haddestow]  Haddest  }jow  RO  ; 

tholde  C.  Haddist  B. 

393.  ne]     R    om.       tymes]    tyme  404.   knowen']   ykuowe  CO ;  knowe 
WCOB.     Z'if/"^]  bitid  CO ;  bitidil^  B.  RB.  conceiued]  coniv&xxQA^N.  }porugh] 

394.  \!ere-Kith]  witb-al  R;  berwrj'     bi  B. 
O. 


190 


SHAME    OFTEN    BUIXGS    AMENDMENT. 


[pass.  XI. 


For  resoun   wolde  liaue  relierced   fe  •  ri3te  as  clergye 
saicle.  405 

Ac  for  J5uie  entermetyng  •  liere  artow  forsake ; 
Philosoplius  esses,  si  tacuisses. 
"Adam,  wiiiie  he  ^  Adam,  wliiles  he  spak  noiijt  •  had  paradys  at  wille, 

held  his  peace,  x  .7  i  j  , 

was  in  Paradise.    Ac  whan  he  manieled  aboute  mete  •  and  entermeted  to 

knowe  408 

j?e  wisdom  and  jie  witte  of  god  •  he  was  put  fram  blisse  ; 
And  ri3t  so  ferde  resou?j  hi  the  ;  •  fow  Avith  rude  speche 
Lakkedest,  and  losedest  Jjinge  •  fiat  longed  nou3t  to  he 

done  ; 
})o  hadde  he  no  lykynge  •  forto  lere  jje  more.  412 

IT  Pruide  now  and  presumpciou?^  •  -per  auenture,  wole  J)e 

appele, 
That  clergye  fi  compaignye  '  ne  kepeth  nou3t  to  sue. 
Shal  neuere  chalangynge  ne  chydynge  •  chaste  a  man 

so  sone 
As  shal  shame,  and  3he??den  hym  •  and  shape  hym  to 

amende.  416 

ifa  drunken  man  For  lat  a  dronkcn  dalTe  ■  in  a  dyke  falle, 

fall  into  a  ditch,  .  t,, 

let  lura  lie  there.    Late  hym  ligge,  loke  nou3te  on  hym  •  til  Jiym  lest  to 

ry.se  ; 
For  j5ough  rcsou?z  rebuked  hym  jjanne  "  [recclieth   [lie] 

neuere,  419 

Of  clergie  ne  of  his  conseil  •  he  counteth  nou3t  a  rusche  ; 


Pride  and  pre- 
sumption will 
accuse  thee. 


Sliame  brings 
amendment. 


40G.  Ac]  And  CO.  arto)^']  art  povf 
ROB. 

407.  wliiles]  misn-rlttcn.  wlihiles  in 
L ;  )>Q  wliiles  II ;  whilis  15. 

408.  entermeted']  eutermet  hym  C  ; 
entinnetid  \\yni  B. 

400.  and]  of  COB.  tvas]  C  om. 
fram']  fi-aiii  f^e  K  ;  fra  C;  fro  B. 

410.  rude^  \>\  rude  WCB. 

411.  lo.tedest]  losost  C.  la/if/rd] 
longed  |je  W ;  longefj  B.  to  he  done] 
l^e  to  done  R ;  to  doone  W  ;  to  done 
O  ;  to  be  doute  CB. 

412.  lere^  lerne  O. 

4i:{.  woli^  wol  WI!  ;  wolen  OB; 
wyl  C. 


414.  \i]  in  Y\  R.  ne]  W  om.  to 
sne]  efte  to  sitte  R. 

415.  Shal]  For  sclial  R.  chai^te] 
chastie  C ;  chastise  0  ;  caste  B. 

416.  shape']  sehapew  R. 

417.  dyh^i]  dyk  W  ;  diche  OB. 

418.  lest]  liste  WC  ;  list  RB.  to 
vT/se]  aryse  W. 

419—421.  l7-eccheth — \:anne]  in  R 
onlj/  ;  hut  necessary,  and  occurs  in 
Te-\t  C.  [A(Q  supplied  from  MS.  Cot- 
ton ;  R  wrongly  has  hym.  [  To  blame] 
supplied  from  MS.  Cotton  ;  R  n-rongly 
omits.  For  variotis  readings  see  Text 
C. 


PASS.  XI.]  WILLIAM    ASKS    THE    STRANGEr's    NAME.  191 

[To  blame]   or  for  to   bote   liyiii  f>anne]  •  it  were  hut 

pure  synue. 
Ac   wlian  node   nymetli  liym  vp  •  for  doute  lest  he  when  he  recover?, 

sliame  tells  him 

sterue,  422  hisCuit." 

And  shame  shrapeth  his  clothes  •  &  his  shynes  wassheth, 
]?anne  wote  pe  dronken  daffe  •  wherfore  he  is  to  blame." 
^  "  3e  seggen  soth,"  qiiod  I  •  "ich  haue  yseyne  it  ofte,    "You  biameme," 

_        .   -,  .  Til  '  said,  "  for  re- 

Jjere  [smitj  no  jjinge  so  smerte  •  ne  smelleth  so  soure,      buking  ueason." 
As  shame,  pere  he  sheweth  him  •  for  euery  man  hym 

shonyeth ; 
Why  36  wisse  me  fus,"  quod  I  •  "  was  for  I  rebuked 

resou/i."  428 

H  "  Certes,"  qicod  he,  "fat  is  soth"  •  and  shope  hym  "Ves,"  he  replied. 

for  to  walken ; 
And  I  aros  vp  ri3t  with  |5at  •  and  folwed  hym  after,         Then  i  prayed 
And  preyed  hym  of  his  curteisye  •  to  telle  me  his  name,  his  name. 

422.  nymetli]  takes  C  ;  nyrae  B.  no  \>inge^  non  R.     smelleth^  cumlleth 

423.  shrajji'th']    shcrapet   (sic)    G.     {altered  to  stumlleth  o)'  scmulletb)  R. 
shynesl    hondis   B.     wasslietli]    was-     soure']  foule  R, 

sliede  C.  427.  for — shoiiyeth']  noniaw  loueth 

425.  sotli]  soth  by  my  soule  R.  his  felachippe  R. 

42G.    [^smit  R]  smyt  WO :    smytes  429.  he^ .  I   R.     shoj)e]  schope   R  ; 

C ;  smytejj  B ;  badly  sj)elt  smitte  -'m  L.  shoop  W,     walheii]  waken  R. 


102 


THE    stranger's    NAME    IS    IMAGINATIVE.  [PASS.  XII. 


PASSUS  XII  (DO-WEL  IV). 
Pasbtis  duodecimus. 


"  I  am  Imagin- 
ative," lie  said. 

"  I  have  followed 
thee  for  45  years. 


Amend  in  thy 
middle  age. 


[Fol.  49  b.] 
Luke  xii.  38. 
Thou  hast  often 
been  warned. 


Prov.  iii.  12. 
Kuv   iii.  19. 


"  T  am  ymagynatyf,"  qi^od  he  •  "  Idel  was  I  heuere, 

)pou3c  I  sitte  bi  my-self  •  in  sikenesse  ne  in  heltlie. 
I  Iiaue  folwed  ])e  in  feitlie  •  pis  f^'ue  and  fourty  Avyntre, 
And  many  tymes  liane  moeued  pe  •  to  })inko  on  jjine 

ende,  4 

And  liow  fele  fernjeres  are  faren  •  and  so  fewe  to  come, 
And  of  pi  wylde  wantou??esse  •  po  pow  3onge  were, 
To  amende  it  in  pi  myddel  age  •  lest  mi3te  pe  faylled 
In  pyne  olde  elde  •  pat  yuel  can  sufFre  8 

Pouerte  or  penaunce  ■  or  preyeres  bidde  ; 

Si  non  in  prima  vigilia,  nee  in  secunda,  Sfc. 
Amende  pe  while  pow  my^te  •  pow  hast  ben  warned  ofte 
With  poustees  of  pestilences  •  M'ith  pouerte  and   with 

angres  ; 
And  with  pise  bitter  baleyses  •  god  beteth  his  dore 

childeren,  12 

Quem  diligo,  castigo. 


Title.  Passus  xij  us  LW  ;  Passus 
Duodecimus  CO  ;  wrongly  called 
Passus  xj  vs  de  visiono,  vt  s,iij)ra  R  ; 
aho  B  wrongly  adds  et  quint«5  [read 
quartus]  de  dowel. 

2.  7i«]  nor  W  ;  and  COR. 

4.  vioeued']  meued  WRB. 

6.  /(f;-«j('/7'.v]  fernyors  C  ;  ferncres 


R.     are]  be  R  ;  an  (!)  C:  arn  B. 
G.  of]  B  am. 

7  faylled']  failc  RB  ;  faille  C. 
8.  elde]  oelde  R.    yuel]  so  yuel  CB. 
0.   bidde]  to  bidde"  W. 

10.  n-Jii/e]  )3e  while  R.    hen]  be  CB. 

11.  of  ]  and  CB.   j'j^AY/Vr'Wrt-.v]  pesti- 
lence C  ;  penaunce  R. 


PASS.  XII.]  IMAGINATIVE    REPROVES    THE    POET.  193 

And  dauid  in  ))e  sauter  seith   •   of  suclie   fat  louetli 
Iliesus, 

'  Virga  fact  tj-  hacuhis  tuus,  i_psa  me  consolata  ps.  xxii.  i 

(Vulg.). 

sunt,  9'c. 
iVl-J)Ougli  pow  stiyke  me  with  J)i  staffe  •  witli  stikke  or 

with  3erde, 
It  is  hut  murth  as  for  me  •  to  amende  my  soule.' 
And  Jiow  medlest  })e  with  makynges  •  and  myjtest  go  You  make  poetry 

~ ^  _    instead  of  say iuij 

sey  fi  sauter,  1  o  your  psai  cr. 

And  bidde  for  hem  ]?at  jiueth  fe  bred  ;  •  for  fere  ar 

hokes  ynowe 
To  telle  men  what  d(nvel  is  •  dobet,  and  dobest  bothe,     There  are  books 

and  preachers 

And  prechoures  to  preue  what  it  is  •  of  many  a  peyre  enough." 
freres." 

IF  I  seigh  wel  he  sayde  me  soth  •  and,  somwhat  me  to 
excuse,  20 

Seid[e],  "catou?*  conforted  his  sone  •  frtt,  clerke  fough  i  referred  him  to 
he  were, 

To  solacen  hym  sum  tyme  •  as  I  do  whan  T  make  ; 

Interpone  tuis  interdum  gaudia  curis,  Sfc.  (Cato,  Distich,  mi. 

IT  And  of  holy  men  I  herde,"  qwod  I  •  "  how  fei  other- 
while  24 

Pleyden,  fe  pa?-fiter  to  be  •  in  many  places. 

Ac  if  fere  were  any  wight  •  fat  wolde  me  telle  but  asked  onee 

more  about  I)o- 

What  were  dowel  and  dobet  *  and  dobest  atte  laste,         wei. 
Wolde  I  neuere  do  werke  •  but  wende  to  holicherche, 
And   fere   bydde    my  bedes    •  but  whan    ich   eet   or 

slepe." 

13.  R  omits  this  line,  and  the  quo-         20.  ancf]  ac  R. 

tatlon.      ipsa']    ipse    C.       consolata]  21.  Seide]   Seid  L;  And  seide  R; 

consolata  {printed  consolati)  W.  Seide  W  ;  Saide  C.     conforted]  con- 

14.  or  with]  other  CO  ;  o\ier  wi}?  B.     forted  me  W  ;  to  conforte  CB. 

16.  mahynges]   makynge  R;  mais-  22.  as]  and  R.     I]  ich  R. 

tries  CB.  24.    of]    R   ovi.     herde]   here   R  ; 

17.  yiieth]  geues  C  ;  ^euen  B.     Jj^?]     hard  C. 

me  B.     ar]  ben  0.     ynowe]  y-kiiowe  25.  places]   a  place  R. 

W ;  0  om.  26.     Ac    if]    And   if    C ;    ^\i    R. 

18.  men]  me  0.     is]  CB  om.  tvlyht]  wit  R. 

19.  preue]  proue  CB.     a]  C  om.  28.  do  werke]  worche  B  ;  Myrke  C. 

13 
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BE    WARNED    BY    WELL-KNOWN    EXAMPLES.  [PASS.   XII. 


"Paul  tells  you,' 
he  said. 


1  Cor.  xiii.  13. 


"  To  act  loyally 
is  to  do  well. 


If  a  monk,  keep 
your  rule. 


Eun  not  to  Rome 
or  Roriuemadour 
(in  Guienne). 


Be  warned  bj' 
Lucifer,  Solomon, 
Sampson,  Job, 


Aristotle, 

Hippocrates, 

Virgil, 

Ale  .ai.djr, 


Felice,  and  fair 
Rosamond. 

[F.,1. :.(!.] 


H  "Poule  in  Lis  pistle,"  qwod  he  •  "pycueth  what  is 

dowel ;  30 

Fides,  spes,  caritas  ;  <^-  maior  horvm,  4'c. 
Feitli,  hope,  and  charitee  •  and  alle  ben  good, 
And  sauen   men  sundry   tymes  •   ac  none  so  sone  as 

charite.  32 

For  he  doth  we]  with-oute  doiite  •  J>at  doth  as  lewte 

techeth ; 
)5at  is,  if  pow  he  man  maried  •  fi  make  Ipow  loiiye, 
And  lyue  forth  as  lawe  wole  •  while  30  lyuen  b(jthe. 
IT  Ei3t   so   it   J)ow  he   IJeligious   ■   renne   ])ow  neuere 

ferther  3G 

To  Rome  ne  to  Eochemadore  •  but  as  pi  reule  techeth. 
And  holde  Jje  vnder  obedyence  •  fat  heigh  wey  is  to 

Leuene. 
IT  And  if  jjow  be  mayden   to  marye  •  and  mi3te   wel 

colli  yiiue, 
Sehe  J)ow  neuere  seynt  forther  •  for  no  soule  helthe.   40 
For  what  made  Lucyfer  •  to  lese  ])e  heigh  houene, 
Or  salamon  his  sapience  •  or  sampson  his  streiigthe  1 
lob  fe  lewe  his  ioye  •  dere  he  it  abou3te, 
Arestotle  and  other  mo  *  ypocras,  &  virgyle  ;  44 

Alisaundre  J>at  al  wan  •  elengelich  ended. 
H  Catel  and  kynde  witte    •  was  combraunce  to  hem 

alle. 
Felyce  liir  fayniesse  ■  fel  liir  al  to  sklaundie  ; 
And  Rosamounde  ri3t  so  ■  reufuUy  bysette,  48 


30.  Poule']  With  poule  R.  jjistle] 
pistles  R.  preucfh']  pi-oues  C.  <)'•]  R 
vm.     lior>nn~\  R  <im. 

31.  and  (2)]  R  om.    goodl  goeil  R. 

32.  «f]  and  C. 
34.  )>o>v']  lie  CR. 

3i>.  And']   R  om.     orhllc']   \m  while 
R.     huthc']  liere  COB. 
30.  ferther']  \>(i  fer)jer  R. 

37.  Ilochenindore]  Rocliemado^^r 
CROB  ;  licchomador  W. 

38.  hv\(jh]  )je  liijc  13. 


39.  mayden']  mayde  k.  R.  con- 
fijniic']  contenc  0. 

•10.  neuere]  weve  R.     vn]  thy  CR. 

A2.  or]  other  R. 

43.  C  omits,  dere  he  if]  dere  it  ho 
O  ;  Here  he  B  ;  ful  deere  W. 

45.  Alinaundre]  Alexander  C. 
ended]  endcden  0. 

■IG.  eoiiihrmtnce']  a  comhraiince  !>. 

48.  reufullij]  reiiful  B.  bysette] 
besette  R  ;  to  biloue  W. 


PASS.  XII.]  GRACE    GROWS    AMONG    THE    LOWLY.  1 9ij 

j?e  bewte  of  liir  body  •  in  badnesse  she  dispended. 

Of  many  suclie  I  may  rede  •  of  men  and  of  wo?«men, 

put  wyse  wordes  wulde  sbewe  *  and  worcbe  pe  contrarye, 

iS'Dit  Jiomiuc's  iiequam  bene  de  virtute  loqiientes.  52 

^  And  riche  renlces  x'^i  so  •  gaderen  and  sjjaren,  Rich  men  get 

money,  and  tlieir 

And  Jjo  men  fat  jjei  moste  haten  •  mynistren  it  atte  enemies  spend  it. 

laste  ; 
And,  for  J)ei  suffren  &  se  •  so  many  nedy  folkes, 
And  loue  hem  nou3t  as  owre  lorde  byt  •  lesen  her  soules  ; 

Date  ($•  dahitur  volts,  ^-c.  Luke  vi.  uh. 

[So  catel  and  kende  wit  •  acombreth  fnl  many ;  57 

Wo  is  hjTn   fiat  hem  wekleth  •  but  if  he  hem  [wel] 
despende ; 

Scientes  et  von  facientes  varijs  flagelUs  vapida-  c".  Luke  xn.  47, 
bunt  ; 
Sapience,  seith  jje  boke  *  swelleth  a  mannes  soule, 

Sapievcia  inflat,  ^c.  ;]  1  Oor.  viii.  i. 

IF  And  ricehesse  ri3t  so  •  but  if  pe  Eote  be  trewe  ;      CO 
Ac  grace  is  a  grasse  fer-of  •  fio  greiLaunccs  to  abate. 
Ac  grace  ne  groweth  nou3te  •  but  amonges  lowe  ;  Grace  grows  only 

T>      •  1  i  .  1  •      .  -J  ,1  among  the  lowly. 

JAacience  and  pouerte  •  pe  place  is  p^re  it  growetli, 
And  in  lele  lyuynge  men  •  and  in  lyf  holy,  G4 

And  Jjorugh  ]3e  gyfte  of  ]?e   holygoste  •  as   ]?e  gospel 
telleth, 

49.  hadnesse  she']  badd  vse  R;  57 — 59.  i/i  R  only;  but  ut'ccssanj 
wickednesse  she  B.                                      to  the  gcnue  ;  cf.  C-Text. 

50.  I  may]  men  may  I  R.  may']  58.  \_ivcl]  so  in  Cotton  MS.  ;  R  has 
mijte  COB.  wil. 

51.  n-olde  shore]  can  say  CB  ;  kun  Scientes  —  vaptdahunt]  R  has  — 
seye  O.  n-orche]  werchen  R.  con-  Scienti  et  non  facienti.  varijs  flngellis 
trarye]  contrarye  L  (hy  mistake),  vapiilablt.  I  correct  it  by  the  Cotton 
CB  j)lace  bene  after  virtute.  MS. 

53.  rcnkcs]      men      {jenken     B.         60.  ricehesse]  riche  C. 
gaderen]    l^at  gadren  B  ;    gadderand         61.    ]>er-of]  {^ere-fore  R.     \>o  gre- 
C.     sjjaren]  sparjnigf  C.  vavnces]  tlie  greuance  COB. 

54.  \o]   to  C.     atte]   at  f^e  WCOB.         02.  ne']  B  om.     lon-e]  ]>e  lowe  O. 
laste]  leste  C.  0.3.  Paclencc']  Of  pacience  R.     (.s-] 

56.  on-re  lorde]   god  CB.     byt]   bit  hi^te  W. 
WCRO  ;  bytt  B  ;  badly  spelt  bytte  in         65.  \e  (1)]   R  om.     gyfte]  ^^t  B. 

L.     lesen]  Jjci  lesen  W  ;  and  lesen  B.  mdf]  wit  R. 
her]  joure  R, 
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THE    WOMAN    TAKEN    IN    ADULTERY 


[pass.   XII. 


Grace  springs 
from  love. 


Spifitus  vbi  Villi  spirat,  ^-c. 
Clei'gye  and  kynde  Avitte  •  comth  of  si3te  and  tech- 

As  jje  boke  beretli  witnesse  •  to  Luirnes  Jiat  can  rede, 

Quod  scimus,  loquhnur ;  quod  vidimus,  testamur. 

Of   quod   scimus   cometh  clergye   *  and   connynge    of 

heuene,  G8 

And  of  quod  vidimus  conietli  kynde  ■\vitte  •  of  si3te  of 

dyue[r]se  pejole. 
Ac    grace    is   a   gyfte    of    god    •   and    of    gret    lone 

spryngeth ; 

IvneAve  neuere  clerke  liow  it  cometh  fortli  •  ne  kynde 
witte  fe  Aveyes, 
John  iii.  8.  Nescit  aUquis  vnde  venit,  out  quo  vadit,  cfc. 

i.eaniin?  is  to       Ac  jit  is  clcrgyc  to  conicnde  •  and  kynde  A\atte  bothe, 

be  commended. 

And  namely  clergye,  for  crystes  loue  *  fat  of  clergj'e  is 

rote.  73 

For  Moyses  witnesseth  fat  god  AATote  •  for  to  Avisse  fe 

peple, 
Moses  said  an     (  In  be  olds  laAAT,  as  1 6  lettre  telletli  •  bat  Avas  be  laAve 

of  ieAves, 
Jjat  Avhat  Avoman  Avere  in  auoutrie   taken  •  AA'ere   she 

riche  or  pore,  76 

AViili  .stones  men  shidde  hir  stryke  •  and  stone  hir  to 

deth. 
A  AA'omman,  as  a\'c  fyndcn  •  A\'as  gulty  of  fat  dede, 
Ac  crystc  of  his  curtoisye  •  f  orAv  clergye  hir  sancd  ; 


adulteress  was  to 
be  stoned 
(Lev.  XX.  10) 


hntrnctt']  hiirnfs 
(•«?(]   koniie  C  ; 


qnocT]    B    om. 


07.  As']  And  CB. 
WO;  barnes  CRB. 
kun  0  ;  kn^men  B. 

G8.  an(ir\  a  R. 

09.     of]     Q    om. 
(lyucrse']    mhirritten   dyuese    in    L ; 
diuerse  WCROB. 

70.  Ac]  And  CB. 

71.  Knerve]  Know  C.   ne]  }p(i{\)  0. 
Yc]  hi.s  R. 

7.^.  of]  B  om. 

71.  n'itnesseth]  witnesse  C.    nroti'^ 


Avroot  WC.     n-'tsse]  A\-ise  R. 

1~).  \>nt]  R  om. 

7C.  in  WCROB]  L  liaf^  the  n-ord  in 
llic  marqvn.  avoutrie]  dououtrie  R. 
over e  she]  were  he  R  ;  COB  <^iw.  or] 
other  COB. 

77.  stones]  stanes  C.  strf/lr] 
striken  R.  .'(tone]  stonen  RB  ;  stonye 
C.     deth']  dede  R. 

78.  R  omits,  me fynden']  I  fynde 
W. 

71).  ]porn-]  and  );oruj  R. 


PASS.   XII.]  WAS    SAVED    BY    CHRIST's    LEARNING.  197 

For  j?orw  carectus  fat  cryst  wrot  •  pe  iewes  knewe  liem-  isut  cinist,  by 

1  CA    '^'^  writing, 

Selueil  OU    saved  one  such 

Gultier  as  afor  god  •  and  gretter  in  synne 

Jjan  Jje  Avoman  fat  fere  Avas  •  and  wenteri  awey  for 

scliame. 
pe  clergye  fat  fere  Avas  •  conforted  f  e  -womman.  it  was  his  leam- 

in;<  that  saved 

Holykirke  knoAveth.  f is  •  fat  crystes  Avrityng  saued ;    84  iier. 
So  clergye  is  conforte  •  to  creatures  fat  repenten, 
And  to  niansed  men  •  myschief  at  her  ende 


IT  For  goddes  body  myite  noiute  he  •  of  bred,  Avitli-  TransD 

•'  ^  ■'  tion  rei 

leamin 
acconiplisli  it. 


suhstanti.i- 
requirea 

outen  clergye,  leaminsto 

)3e  "which  body  is  bothe  *  bote  to  f  e  rijtful,  88 

And  deth  and  dampnacioiui  •  to  hem  fat  dyeth  yuel. 
As    crystes   carecte    conforted    and    bothe    *    coupable 

shcAved 
)3e  "womma?^  fat  f e  ieAves  brou3te  •  fat  Ihesus  f oujte  to 

saue  ; 

Nolite  iudicare,  et  non  ivdicahimini,  Sfc.  [FoI.  50  b.j 

Mat.  vii.  1. 

■     lti3t  so  goddes  body,   brethcren  •  but  it  be  AA'orthily 
taken,  92 

\    Dampneth  a\s  atte  daye  of  dome  •  as  ]e  carectes  dede 
1  f  e  icAves. 

For-f  i  I  conseille  f  e  for  cristes  sake  •  clergye  fat  f  oav  Therefore  love 

learning. 

louye. 
For  kynde  Avitte  is  of  his  kyn  •  and  neighe  cosynes  bothe 
To  OAATe  lorde,  leue  me  ;  •  for-f i  loue  hem,  I  rede;     96 

80.  For']  And  W.  carectus — ivrot]  O  ;  carectes  B  ;  carette  B.  con- 
cristes  carectus  K  ;  carrectis  \>at  crist  forteiC]  counfortede/i  0.  coujjahle] 
Avi-ou^te  CO.  coupile     C ;     couple     B.  shewed'] 

81.  GiUtler]   GUtier  WCO  ;    Gilty  soheweden  0. 

B.     gretter  in]  in  gretter  0.  91.  \>e]   E  om.     iron-it c]  Lou^te  R. 

8i.    klrhe^   cherclie   R.      Jnwrveth]  non]  non  (jn-inted  not)  W. 
knew  B.     smied]  saued  hire  W.  92.  body]  B  om.     but]  but  if  W. 

85.  pat]  \>at  hem  B.  93.      Damjjneth]      Dampned      R. 

86.  mansed]  mased  C ;  manasid  carectes]  caractes  W.  {^e — dede] 
B.                 '  dede  ^e  carette  R. 

88.  is]   is  bote  to  B,  bote]  boote         94.  pat  potv]  to  COB. 
WC  ;  B  om.  95.  neighe]  ny^  B, 

89.  dyeth]  dj-en  CB.  96.  hem]  hym.  C. 

90.  carecte]  carrectes  C  ;  caractes 
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CLERKS    LEARN    BY    HELP    OF    BOOKS. 


[pass.  xn. 


Learning  and 
common  sense 
are  our  miiTors 


Clerks  learn 
fiom  books. 


For  bothe  ben  as  miroures  •  to  amenden  owre  dufautos, 

And  lederes  for  lewed  men  •  and  for  leltred  bothe. 

^  For-Jji  lakke  jjow  neuere  logyke  •  lawe,  ne  his  cus- 

tumes, 
ISTe  countreplede  clerkes  *  I  conseille  pe  for  eure.       100 
For  as  a  man  ma}'  nou3t  se  •  J)at  mj-sseth  his  eyghen, 
IS'amore  can  no  klerke  •  but  if  he  cau3t  it  first  fomgh 

bokes. 

I  Al-]30ugh  men  made  bokes  •  god  was  ]je  maistre, 
And  seynt  spirit  pe  saumplarye  •  and  seide  what  men 

sholde  "write.  10-4 

And  rijt  as  syjte  se/oieth  a  man  ■  to  se  ]je  heigh  e  strete, 
Eijt  so  ledeth  letterui'e  "  lewed  men  to  resou?«. 
Like  a  blind  man    And  as  a  blynde  man  in  bataille  •  bereth  wepne  to  fi3te, 

in  battle. 

And  hath  none  happ  with  his  axe  •  his  enemye  to  hitte, 
so  is  one  with        Namore  kan  a  k^'nde  Avitted  man  '  but  clerkes  hym 

common  sense 

but  untaught.  teche,  109 

Come  for  al  his  kynde  witte  •  to  crystendome  and  be 

saued ; 
Whiche  is  Jje  coffre  of  ciystes  tresore  •  and  clerkes  kepe 

fe  keyes, 
To  vnlouken  it  at  her  lykynge  •  and  to  Jje  lewed  peple 
^yae  mercy  for  her  mysdedes  •  if  men  it  wole  aske  113 
BuxomeHch  &  benygneliche  •  and  bidden  it  of  grace. 
Levites  kept         If  Avclia  (Ici  in  J)e  olde  lawe  •  leuites  it  kepten  ; 

Hadde  neuere  lewed  man  leue  •  to  leggen  honde  on  )jat 

chest,  116 


99.  Ia7i-e']  is  lawe  B. 

101.  ei/f/hcn']  sijte  R. 

102.  ?/]  C  P»i.     caii^f]  cacche  0. 
101.  ]}(■:]  his  COB.     OT6'w]  ma«  R. 

105.  W  omits.     Found  in  LCIIOB 
Ci. 

106.  Icdctli]   l-reth  R.      lcitcrure'\ 
clcrgie  CB. 

107.  And  as]  As  as  {sic)  C.    bereth] 
here  R. 

108.  his]  Com.     encmije]  cnmyC; 
cncmycs  0. 


109.  kynde  witted]  kende  wedded 
R.  but]  but  if  0.  clerkes]  clergie 
CB. 

112.  vnloiikrn]  vuloken  WCOB. 

113.  ^7/ue]  Gyfe  C  ;  For  R.  ivole] 
wol  C ;  wolen  B ;  wole  {printed 
wolde)  W. 

114.  bidden']  biden  C.     of]  as  R. 

115.  oldc]  holde  R. 

116.  leggen]  lyggc  C.  \>(it]  the 
COB.     ciicst]  kyste  C. 


PASS.   XII.]  NEVER    DESPISE    MEN    OF    LEARNING.  199 

But  he  were  p?'este  or  prestes  sone  •  patriarke  or  pro-  and  no  others, 

phete. 
[IT  Saul,  for  he  sacrifi.sed  *  sorwe  hym  be-tydde,  saui  did  wrong 

in  sacrificing? 

And  his  sonos  al-so  •  for  f»at  synnu  iny.scheued,  (i  nam.  xin.  12). 

Aud  many  mo  other  men  •  fiat  were  no  leuites,         120 
Jjat  with  arclia  dei  ^eden  •  in  reuerence  and  in  wor- 

chippe, 
And  leyden  honde  per-on  to  liften  it  vp  •  and  lorcn  hir  cf.  2  sam.  vi.  7. 

lif  after. 
For-bi  I  conseil  alle  creatures  •  no  clergie  to  dispise,        Never  despise 

learning  or 

1^8  sette  schort  be  here  science  •  what  so  jjei  don  hem-  clerks. 

selue.  124 

Take  we  her  wordes  at  worthe  •  for  here  witnesse  be 

trewe, 
And  medle  we  nau^t  muche  with  hem  •  to  meuen  any  Meddle  not  with 

such. 

wratlie, 
Lest  cheste  chafeii  vs  •  to  choppe  vche  man  other ; 

Nolite  tangere  cliristos  meos,  ^c]  Ps.  dv.  15 

^  For  clergye  is  kepere  •  vnder  cryst  of  heuene  ;       128 
"Was  jjere  neuere  no  knyjte  •  but  clergye  hjm  made. 
Ac  kynde  witte  cometh.  •  of  alkynnes  si3tes, 
Of  bryddes  and  of  bestes  •  of  tastes  of  treuthe,  and  of 

deceytes. 
IT  Lyueres  to-forn  ys  •  vseden  to  marke  132  Meninoui 

.  times  thought 

Jje  seLlj:otithes  Jiat  fei  seighen  •  her  sones  for  to  teclie,      much  of  science. 
And  helden  it  an  heighe  science  •  her  wittes  to  knowe. 
Ac  Jjorugh  her  science  sothely  •  was  neuere  no  soule 
ysaued, 

118—127.  In  B,  only;  int see  Text  130.  Ac']  A  (sic)  C  ;  And  B.     al- 

C.  hjnnes]  alle  kynnes  W ;  alle  kyns  O. 

122.  lorenl  miswritten  boren  in  K,  131.  of  tastes']  CB  om. 

hut  altered  to  loren.  132.  Lyueres]  Lyuyers  CB.  to-forn] 

126.  medle  we]   ne  medle  v>e   E ;  to-foren  R.     7narke]  make  R. 
medele  we  in  Cotton.  MS.  133.  J^e]   For  W.     selkonthes]   sel- 

127.  cliafen]   chasen  R ;    a-chaufe  coiithe    C ;    selcouj^e    OB.      seighen] 
in  Cotton  MH.;  chanfe  in  Whitaker,  seye  R. 

p.  232.  134.  an]  and  C. 

128.  is]  is  kynge  and  R.     he2)ere]  135.  Ac']  And  C,     sothely]  shortly 
kepere  ):er-ot  B.                                           B.    no]  CB  om.    ysaued]  saued  CRB, 
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THE    MAGI    AND    THE    SHEPHERDS. 


[pass.  XII. 


but  their  books 
bronLrlil  none 
to  bliss. 


1  Cor,  iii.  19. 


[Fol.  51.] 


The  angel 
appeareil  to  Uie 
eheplienls, 


Xe  brou3te  hy  her  bokes  •  to  blisse  ne  to  ioye ;         136 
For  alle  her  kynde  knowynges  •  come  but  of  dyue?'se 

sightes. 
If  Patriarkes  and  prophetes  •  repreued  her  science, 
And  seideu,  her  wordes  ne  her  wisdomcs  •  [was]  but  a 

folye ; 
As  to  J)e  clergye  of  cryst  •  counted  it  but  a  trufle  ;    140 
Sapienciahinusmuncli,stulti(:ia  \csf\apud  deum. 
For  pe  heihe  holigoste  •  heuene  shal  to-cleue, 
And  loue  shal  lepe  out  after  •  in-to  jjis  lowe  erthe, 
And  clermesse  shal  cacchen  it  •  and  clerkes  shullen  it 

fynde ; 

Pastores  loquehantiir  ad  inuicem. 
H  He  speketh  fere  of  riche  men  rijt  nou3t  •  ne  of  ri5t 

witty,  144 

Ne  of  lordes  jjat  AV'ere  lewed  men   •  but  of  fe  hexte 

lettred  oute, 

Ihant  magi  ah  oriente,  ^'c. 
II  If  any  frere  were  founde  fere  •  Ich  3if  Jie  fyue  .'^hil- 

lynges  ; 
'Ne  in  none  beggares  cote  •  was  fat  barne  borne, 
But  in  a  burgeys  place  •  of  bethlem  fe  best ;  148 

Set  noil  erat  locus  [eis]  in  diuersorio  ;  ^"  pauper 
11011  hahet  diuersoriiim. 
II  To  pastours  and  to  poetes  "  appiered  fat  au;?gel, 
And  bail  hem  go  to  bethlem  •  goddis  burth  to  honoure, 


]3G.  hrou-s^tc']  Lomte  R. 

137.  Imon'yngci]  knowynge  CB. 
come']  cam  K. 

138.  rcprcued']  reproueth  RB  ;  re- 
preiieden  W  ;  reproued  C.  Rcloicc'] 
siglites  C  ;  .sijtis  B  (r/.  litie  137). 

139.  lui]   and  W.     ii'iMlomrs']  wis- 


143.  shullen']  sclial  C  ;  shal  B. 

144.  r'nt  ntii/^t]  no^t  B  ;  nou^t  C. 

145.  ficrtc]   hyeste  WO;    heighest 
C  ;  hei?este  B. 

146.  Ich:]  IWCOB. 

147.  hef/garcK]  biirgeiscs  W. 

148.  hurgeyx]  Burgeises  W.     heth- 


dome  II.     \_>vas  R]  nasLWCOB  ;  hut     lent]  bedlem  0.     {_ch]  ,<nij)j>H eel  from 

vhaerve  the  nllitertition.  the  Vulgate  ;    W  has  ei  ;    LCOB  oni. 

140.  J.s]    And   W.     it]    COB  om.     locus]  CTi  om. 

trujie]    trefle    R.     [est   WCB]    LRO  149.   To]    {o  B.     y^at]  >e  WCOB ; 

oiii.     deum]  R  om.  an  R. 

141  — 14H.  li  omits.  150.  Ijethlem']  hedlem  0  ;  bethelem 

142.  J;/.v]  ^e  W  ;  his  O.  C  ;  bthlem  (sic)  R.     hurth]  sone  B. 


PASS.  XII.]         THE    TWO    MKX    THROWN    INTO    THE    THAMES.  201 

And  songe  a  songe  of  solas  •  gloria  in  exceUis  deo  !  Luke  \\.  \i. 

[Riche  men  rutte  ))0  •  and  in  here  reste  were,  152 

j2o  it  schon  to  [fie]  scheplierdes  •  a  scliewer  of  Llisse.] 

IT  Clerkes  kuewe  it  Avel  •  and  comen  with  here  presentz,  Tbe  Magi. 

And  deden  h.er  homage  houo«raljlely  •  to  hym  |)at  was 

a]niy3ty.  155 

"Why  I  haue  tolde  [be]  al  bis —  •  I  toke  ful  gode  hede      i  say  tiiis  because 
How  f)0w  contraryedest  clergye  •  with  crabbed  wordes,    leamed  men ; 
'  How  jjat  lewed  men  li3tloker  •  fan  lettred  were  saued, '  *■**  ^' 
)?au  clerkes  or  kynde  witted  men  '  of  crystene  peple.' 
IF  And  Jjow  seidest  sotli  of  so^/;me  •  ac  se  in  what 

manere : —  IGO 

Take  two  stronge  men  •  and  in  themese  caste  hem,  Throw  tuo  men 

"  into  the  Thames, 

And  bothe  naked  as  a  nedle  •  her  none  syker[er]  fan 

other, 
bat  one  hath  connynge  •  and  can  sw^ymmen  and  dyuen,  one  wiio  can 

swim  and  one 

}5at  other   is    lewed   of  fat   labours    "    lerned   neuere  ^^■llo  cannot ; 

swymme ;  164 

Which  trowestoAV  of  bo  two  •  in  themese  is  in  moste  which  is  in 

danger?" 

dredel 

He  fat  neuere  ne  dyued  •  ne  nou3t  can  of  swymniynge, 
Or  f e  swymmere  fat  is  sauf  •  bi  so  hym-self  lyke, 
Jjere  his  felaw  flet  forth  •  as  fe  flode  lyketh,  1G8 

And  is  in  drede  to  drencbe  *  fat  neuere  dede  swymme  f ' 

151.  songe]  syngen  R  ;  sange  C.  161.  themese']   Themise  C  ;    temese 

152,153.  I)ilio)il>/  ;  andinC-'Text.  R;  tamise  OB.   caste  he  m^  hem.  caste 

153.  l\}e]  from  Cotton  MS.;  Ji  om.  0. 
154:.    Clerkes]  And  clerkes  R.  162.   her]    er  C  ;    arn   0  ;    \>&t  B. 

155.  her]  W  om.     After  this  line  syherer]  mis7vritten  syker  in  Ij,  siker 
C    inserts — And    goddes    sone    that  in  R  ;  sikerer  WCOB. 

sittes  in  heuene  •   and  shal  saue  vs  163.  dyuen]  driuen  R. 

alle ;    B   has   the   same,   except   was  1G4.    lerned]    j^at  lerned  W;    and 

syttyl^  for  sittes.     This  line  is  not  in  lerned  B.    snu/mme]  to  swywme  COB. 

f/te  Cotton  MS.  Vesp.  B.  16.  165.    H    "hem    CB  ;    ^e    O.      in, 

156.  [Jpe  CRB]  \>ee  0  ;  LW  0)n.  themese]    }^at   W.      themese]    temese 

157.  contraryedest]  contrariest  C.  RO  ;    tamyse  B.     in  moste]  most  in 

158.  ll^tloher]  li^tliker  O,     saned']  B;  in  cost  (!)  C. 
I-saued  R.  16G.  ne  (1)]  R  om. 

159.  clerkes]  clergie  B.  107.  lykif]  \\k\]>  B. 

160.  ac^  and  C.     se]  se  3it  OB  ;  se  168.  /cr']  flette  C  ;  flete)^  WB. 
yit  C.     n-JiMt  manere]  whanere  (!)  R. 


202 


CLERKS    ARE    HELPED    BY    THEIR    LEARNING.  [PASS.   XII. 


"  So,"  said  he, 
" can  a  learned 
wan  sooner 
leave  sin. 


"  He  wiio  cannot    H  "  jpat  swyiiime  caii  noujt,"  I  seide  •  "  it  seinetli  to 

swim,"  1  said. 

my  wittes. 
IF  "Eijt  so,"  q?<od  fe  Eenke  •  "resou?^  it  sheweth, 
}pat  he  fat  knoweth  clergy e  •  can  sonner  aryse  172 

Out  of  synne  and  be  sauf  •  pough  he  synne  ofte, 
If  hym  lyketh  and  lest  •  J)an  any  lewed  lelly. 
For  if  pe  clerke  be  konnynge  *  he   knoweth  what  is 

synne, 
And  how  contriciou?^  with-oute  confessiou?^  •  conforteth 

)?e  soule,  176 

As  fow  seest  in  J)e  sauter  •  in  psalme  one  or  twcyne, 
How  contriciou?i  is  co??imended  •  for  it  caccheth  awey 

synne ; 

Beati  quorum  remisse  sunt  hiiquifates,  ^  quorum 
tecta  sunt  [peccafa,^  Sfc. 
And  ))is  conforteth  vch  a  clerke  •  and  keuereth  hym 

fram  wanhopc, 
In  which  flode  jje  fende  •  fundeth  a  man  hardest ;    180 
J5ere  Jje  lewod  lith  stille  •  and  loketh  after  lento, 
And  hath  no  contriciou?*  ar  he  come  to  shryfte  •  & 

Jjanne  can  he  litel  telle, 
And  as  his  lores-man  leres  hym  •  bileueth  &  troA^eth  ; 
And  fat  is  after  person  or  parisch  prest  •  and,  pc/?-- 

auentwre,  [bothe]  184 

Ynconnynge  to  lore  lewed  men   •  as   luk  bereth  Avit- 

nesse, 


Ps.  xxxi.  1 

(Vulg.). 


Clerks  do  not 
despair. 


[Fol.  51  6.] 


s- 


Unlettered  men 
liave  to  learn  as 
tliey  are  taught. 


170.  R  omits.     semet1i'\  comc|5  B. 
wij']  C  oni. 

171.  Ye']    that   CB.      Bcnh''\    frek 
B. 

173.  a7id'\     and    he    11.      synne'] 
senege  R. 

174.  lyT<etlt]    likes    C;    likid    B. 
lest]  list  CB. 

175.  Inwwetli]  knowe  C. 

177.  ^l.s]  And  CB.     \>e^  thy  COB. 
])!siilme]  psalmes  CB  ;  Sahncs  WO. 

178.  \^])eccat(i]  hi  R  onli/. 

179.  lu;ncreth]Qonerc\)'\Y ;  kcnneth 
II. 


181.  lente']  leant  {s'lc)  C,  from 
confusion  with,  lente  ;  leaute  B. 

182.  ar]  cr  her  (sic)  C.  \:an7ic]  R 
om.     lie — telle]  C  om. 

183.  And^  BntW.     his]  is  C, 

184.  and]  {^e  whiche  ben  W.  par- 
aiientnre]  par  anenter  R.  \bothe  R] 
heO;  LWCBf>/«.;  cf .  C-Text.  Crow- 
ley has  he  is. 

185.  to]  ieO.  Zerc]  lerne  B.  ceciis] 
secus  B.  cecum']  secum  B.  [am'bo  in 
foKcam]  in  OC2  onh/  ;  cadunt  /  hare 
siijiplied. 


PASS.  XII.]  TUE    "benefit    OF    CLERGY  "    AT    TYBURN.  203 

Dam    cecus    ducit    cecum,    [umbo    in   foucam  Mat.  w.  n. 
cadunf.'\ 
^  Wo  was  liyin  marked  •  Jjcrt  wade  mote  with  pe  lewed  ! 
Wei  may  be  barne  blisse  •  bat  hyin  to  boke  sette  ;    187  wcii  tor  iiim 

wlio  can  read ! 

}?at  lyuynge  after  letterure  •  saued  hym  lyf  and  soule  ! 
,Donv'nus  2yars  hereditatis  mee  •  is  a  meri  verset,  Ps.  xv.  5  (Vuig.). 

Ijat  has  take  fro  tybourne  •  twenti  strongo  beues  ;  Reaaing  i.as 

saved  thieves 

jjere  lewed  theues  ben  lolled  vp  '  loke  how  j^ei  be  saued  !  from  Tyburn. 

]>(i  thef  fat  had  g/r/ce  of  god  •  on  gode  fry  day  as  fow  speke, 

Was,  for  he  jelte  hym  creaunt  to  cryst  on  fie  crosse  •  The  penitent 

tliief  was  saved, 

&  knewleched  hy??i  gulty,  193 

And  grace  axed  of  god  •  [jjat  to  graunten  it  is]  redy 
[To  hem]  Jjat  boxomeliche  biddeth  it  •  and  ben  in  wille 

to  amenden  hem. 
Ac  Jjough  fiat  fef  had  heuene  •  he  hadde  none  heigh  buthadaii.w 

phicein  heaven; 

bhsse,  lyb 

As  seynt  lohan  and  other  seyntes  •  fat  asserued  hadde 

bettere. 
Ri3t  as  su??i  man  ^eue  me  mete  •  and  sette  me  araydde  as  if  i  were  to 

,       a  git  on  tljG  floor 

pe  llOre,  •  of  tlie  hall  to  eat. 

Ich  haue  mete  more  fan  ynough  •  ac  nou3t  so  moche 

worship 
As  fo  fat  seten  atte  syde  table  •  or  with  fe  sou<3?-eignes 

of  f  e  halle,  200 

186.  R  omits.  and  he  is  euer  LCOB. 

187.  blisse']    blesse   [^at   man    W.  195.  \_To  hem']  from  W ;    LCROB 
to — sette^  sette  to  scole  R.                         om,.     \>at']   j^am  B.     biddeth^   bid  C 

188.  sailed]  saue}?  W.  hem^  hym  B  ;  hem  {rwt printed)  W. 

189.  meri]    murye   W  ;    myrie   C.         196.  Ac]  And  CB.     ^ef  had]   CB 
verset]  verseit  R.  om.     7ione]  no  C  ;  but  not  so  B. 

191.  be]  ben  RB.  197.     asserued]    desPrued    WCOB. 

192.  on]  a  R.     \>ow  sjieke]  fju  spelvc     In  margin  of  L — in  domo  meo  multe 
R ;  thow  spake  C  ;  f^ow  spekest  W ;  ^e     sunt  mawtiones. 

speken  O.  198.  sum.  vian]  som  men  C  ;  if  men 

19.3.   Was]  f;at  was  B.     he]  ]>nt  he  B.    ^ewe]  gyf  C.    sette — flore]  amyd- 

B.   -^elte]  yald  W  ;  ^elde  R  ;  yelde  C  ;  de  l^e  floor  sette  me  W. 

^alte  O ;  ^ald  B.     creaunt]  recreant  199.    Ich  haue']   I  haue  CB ;    And 

R.     on — <|-]  &  vpon  a  cros  R.     Mew-  hadde  W.     ]}an]  ]>&  B.     ac]  and  C. 

h'ched]  know  C  ;  knewe  0  ;  knew  B.  200.  atte]    at  \>e.  WCROB.      syde'] 

hym]  R  om.  COB  om.     ]pe  (1)]  COB  om. 
194.  'Remits.     {_]7at — is]  soinW; 


204  TKAJAX    AND    THE    PENITENT    THIEF.  [PASS.  XII. 

But   sitte  as   a  begger  bordelees    •   "bi  niy-self   on   pe 
grounde. 
So  he  is  not  with    go  it  faretli  M   J3at  felou/i    •  ])at  a  gode  fry  day  was 

tlie  apostles, 

sailed ; 
He  sit  neither  with  seynt  lohan  •  Symonde,  ne  lude, 
'Ne  wj'^th  niaydenes  ne  with  martires  •  confessoures  ne 
wydwes,  204 

but  by  iiimseif.      But  by  hym-self  as  a  soleyne  •  and  serued  on  Jie  erthe. 
For  he  J)at  is  ones  a  thef  •  is  euermore  in  daungere, 
And  as  hiwe  lyketh  •  to  l^-ne  or  to  deye  ; 

De  peccato  2iropiciato,  noli  esse  sine  mchi. 
And  forto  seruen  a  seynt  •  and  such  a  thef  togyderes, 
It  were  noyther  resou«  ne  ri3t  •  to  rewarde  hem  bothe 
alicho.  209 

Trajan  dwelt         %  And  ri3t  as  troiaiius  ])Q  treAve  lvny3t  •  tilde  nou3t  depe 

-not  deep  in  hell ;  .      ,     ,i 

III  helle, 
J5at  owre  lorde  ne  had  hyni  li3tlich  cute  '  so  leue  I  ]?e 
thef  be  in  heuene. 
aii.uhe  thief  is      For  he  is  in  jje  lowest  of  heuene  •  if  owre  bileue  be 

lowest  in  lieavcn.  oi  o 

trewe,  -^  i  -i 

And  wel  loselyche  he  lolleth  fere  •  by  fe  laAve  of  holy- 
cherche, 
Pb.  ixi.  i3(Vuig.).  Quia  reddit  rnicuique  ivxta  op)era  sua,  Sfc. 

IF  And  why  ))at  one  thef  on  fe  crosse  •  creaunt  hym  3e]t 
Rather  fan  fat  other  thef  •  fough  fow  wolde  appose, 
Alle  fe  elerkes  vnder  cryst  '  ne  couthe  fe  skil  assoille  ; 
Qiiare  placuit,  quia  voluif. 

201.  sitte']    sete  W;    setti)j   B.     a         210.  t i Irlr]  tWte  0;  dwelte  W. 
bcffffcr]  beggcrs  COB.  211.  ><?]  {^at  I^e  B.     iltcf]  E  o»i. 

202.  a]  on  CB.  212.  of]  COB  om. 

203.  sitl  soinVlC;  sitt  KB  ;  sittif?  213.  n-cl  loselyche']  wollosliche  R; 
O ;  sitte  L.  mith']  by  CB.  seynf]  R  wel  lowselich  C ;  wel  loselicli  O  ;  wel 
om.     Symonde]  ne  Symond  R.  looseliche  B.      Quia']   Qui  "\VB  ;    And 

204.  confessoures]   ne  confessoures  E.     reddit]  reddite  R. 

R.     ivitk]G  om..  2U.    And]    Ac    E.     on]    vpon    R. 

205.  But]  CB  om.  soleyne]  solavn  ■^clt]  yald  W;  3elde  R;  jelte  OB; 
C,     ]!e]  W  om.  '  '        gylty  (!)  C. 

20S.  forto]  to  C.  215.  tvolde]  woldest  WEO. 

209.  were]  war  C.     to]  C  om.  216.  j^e  (2)]  Rom.  assoille]  telle  R. 


PASS.  XII.]  NATURE    TEACHES    THE    TIE    AND    PEACOCK.  205 


And  SO  I  sey  by  pe  •  pat  sekest  after  Jje  whyes,        217  inquire  not  into 

reasons. 

And  aresonedest  resouw  •  a  reLukyng  as  it  were, 

And  of  fe  floures  in  Jse  fryth  •  and  of  her  feire  hewes, 

"Wliere-of  fei  cacche  her  coloures  •  so  clere  and  so  bri^te, 

And  wiliest  of  briddes  and  of  bestes  •  and   of  hire  youwishedto 

know  too  much. 

bredyng  to  knowe,  221 

"Why  so??iine  be  alowe  and  somme  alofte  •  ])i  lykyng  it 

were, 
And  of  pe  stones  and  of  Jje  sterres  •  Jjow  studyest,  as  I  leue,        [f<i1.  52  ] 
How  euere  beste  or  brydde  •  hath  so  breme  wittes  :  224 
IF  Clergye  ne  kynde  Avitte  •  ne  knewe  neiiere  pe  cause, 
Ac  kynde  knoweth  pe  cause  hym-selue  •  [and]  no  creature 

elles. 
He  is  be  pyes  patrou?^  •  and  putteth  it  in  hire  ere,  Nature  is  tiie 

pie's  patron. 

)2at  fere  pe  jjorne  is  thikkest  •  to  bu3dden  and  brede ; 
And  kynde  kenned  pe  pecok  •  to  cauken  in  swich  a 
kynde,  229 

And  kenned  Adam  •  to  knowe  his  pryue  membres. 
And  tau3te  hym  and  Eue  •  to  hylicn  hem  with  leues. 
^  Lewed  men  many  tymes  ■  maistres  J)ei  apposen,  Men  sometimes 

ask  wliy  Adam 

Why  Adam  ne  hiled  nou3t  firste  •  his  mouth  f)at  eet  pe  did  not  cover  up 

1  fi  o  o    ^^'^  iitohth  first. 

apple,  ^06 

Tlather  jjan  his  lykam  a-low  •  lewed  axen  jjus  clerkes  ; 
Kynde  knoweth  whi  he  dede  so  •  ac  no  clerke  elles. 

217.  jvhyes]  whaies  C  ;  wyes  B.  COB  0711. 

218.  aresonedest]  resonedest  CB.  228.    \}at^    W   om.     }pere']    CB  om. 

219.  220.    E   inserts    these    lower  to']  \:eve  to  R.     hi/i/klen']  byggen  C  ; 
down,  after  I.  222.  bilden  in  B.     and~\  and  to  C. 

219.  her]  Com.  229.  Jicnned}kennethCOB.  jfcrol;] 

220.  cacche']  caughte  C ;  lau^te  B.       pakok  C ;  pocok  0.     cauJien]  kauken 

221.  of  (2)]  WRO;  CB  am.;  very     COB. 

faint  in  L.    to]  COB  om.  230.     henned]    kende    kenned    R. 

222.  be]  so  CB.     alowe]  alou?  W  ;     knojve']  knowen  R. 

lowe  CB  ;  low  R.  231.  hylien]   helien  WCRB ;  hllen 

223.  pe  (1)]  R  otn.  0. 

224.  evere]   euery  B.      or]   ou]:er         232.  jpei]  COB  om. 

W ;  other  R.  233.    ne]    COB  om.     hiled]   huled 

226.  Ac]   And  C.     Jiym-selue]  CB     R;  billed  C;  heliede  B. 

cm.     [fl?ii  WCOB]  LR  <^w.  234.  Zy^afft]  likanie  W;  likham  CR. 

227.  is]  his  C.     jjyes  patroun]  pye     a-low]  alogh  W.     lewed^  {jc  lewid  B. 
patroen   R.      2^uftot/i]    put    R.       it]  235.  ac]  and  COB. 


20G  WEALTH    IS    LIKE    A    TEACOCK's    TAIL.  [PASS.  XII. 

Ac  of  Lriddes  and  of  bestes  •  men  by  olde  tyme        236 
Ensamples  token  and  termes  •  as  telletli  fis  poetes, 
The  fairest  fowl     And  Jjat  ]je  fairest  foule  •  foulest  engendreth, 

is  tlie  feeblest  of  n      ^  p      i         r  n       i        • 

flight.  And  feblest  foule  of  flyglit  is  '  fiat  neegheth  or  swym- 

metli ; 
And  fat  is  pe  pekok   &  fe  pohenne   •  proude  riclie 

men  fei  bitoknetb,  240 

The  peacock's  t.iii  Foi"  fe  pekok,   and  men  p«?'sue    liym    •   may  nou^te 

is  in  his  way-  n    •    i       i     •    i 

lleighe  heiglie  ; 
For  Jje  traillyng  of  his  taille  •  ouertaken  is  be  sone, 
And  bis  flessbe  is  foule  flessbe  •  and  bis  feet  botbe, 
His  voice  is  And  vnlouelicb  of  ledene  •  and  laitb  for  to  bere.       244 

harsh. 

IT  Ri3t  SO  pe  ricbe  •  if  be  bis  riccbesse  kepe, 
f  And  deletb  it  nou3t  tyl  bis  detb  day  •  po  taille  of  al 

sorwe. 
[Ei3t  as  pe  pennes  of  |;e  pecok  •  [peynetb]  bym  in  bis 
fli^te, 
The  rich  man's      So  is  possessiourt  payne  •  of  pens  and  of  nobles        248 

weallli  is  iilie 

the  peacock  s  tail.  To  allc  beiu  ))at  it  boldetli  •  til  her  taille  be  plukked. 
And  J)ougb  pe  ricbe  repente  Jjanne  "  and  birewe  pe  tynie, 
Jjat  euere  be  gadered  so  grete  •  and  gaf  pere-oi  so  litel, 
)5ougb  be  cvye  to  cryst  Jeanne  •  -witb  kene  wille,  I  leue 
His  ledne  be  in  owre  lordes  ere  ■  lyke  a  pyes  [cbiteryng]. 
And  wban  bis  caroigne  sbal  come  •  in  caue  to  be  buryed, 
I  leue  it  llaumbe  ful  foule  •  pe  folde  al  aboute,  2o5 

23G.  Acl  And  C.  lay>  O  ;  loHy  B. 

237.  toke>i]   toke  R.     >/.s]   so  also  24.5.  his]  is  C. 

in  R  ;■  thii^e  CB ;  t^e  WO.  247.    as}    so   as    W.     as}    so    CB. 

2'.Vd.  flcegheth']    fleel?   W  ;  lleth  R;  pcrolt^  pocok  O;  pacok  C.      [pcyneth 

flieth  CB  ;  flye>  O.  WOB]  payned  LR  ;  pcyned  C. 

240.  is]  W  flw.     pelwh]  pokok  O;  248.  and^  or  CB. 

pacok    C.      pokentie}     so    in    COB ;  2.50.  I'epentc}  repente  \\ym  O. 

Pelien  W;  pohen  R.  proude}  CB  «w(.  2.52.  Itene}  clen  CB. 

\:ci}  W  om.  2.53.   he}  is  COB.     hjl-e}  yliclie  0  ; 

241.  pecok}    pocok    O;    pacok    C.  lyl  (s(V)  R.      \_cMtcrijng  W]  LCROB 
jmrsxie}   pursuen   R.      vkii/}   nc   may  om.  ;  hut  the  line  is  marlicd  inJi. 

R.  254.  his}  is  C.     cave'}  graue  C. 

243.  his  (2)]  is  C.  255.      flanmhe}      flawme      WRO ; 

244.  of}  on  0.     ledene}  crveng  C.  flambe  CB. 
laith}    lonjj   W;    laithe    R;    loth    C; 


PASS.   XII.]  EXECUTORS    ARE    LUCE    A    I'EACOCK's    FEET.  207 

And  alle  Jjc  ofer  fer  it  lytli  •  [enuenyme])]  jjorgli  his 
attere.  256 

T>y  be  fpo  feet]  is  vmlcrstonde  •  as  I  liaiie  lerned  in  Hisexeeuters 

•^     '        "-^  ■'  are  like  the 

auyiiete,  peacock's  feet. 

Excecutoures,  fals  frendes  •  fat  fulfille  nou3t  his  wille 
Jjat  was  -vvriten,  and  jjei  witnesse  •  to  worche  ri3t  as  it 

_  wolde. 
}3us  Jje  poete  preucs  fat  fe  pecok  •  for  his  fetheres  is 
reue;'enced,  260 

Ri3t  so  is  J)e  riche  •  bi  resou?*  of  his  godis. 
%  ]5e  krke,  bat  is  a  lasse  foule  ■  is  more  lonelich  of  ledne,  The  lark  has  a 

sweeter  voice 

And  wel  awey  of  ^yenge  '  swifter  J»an  fe  pecok,  than  the  peacock. 

And  of  flesch,  hy  fele  folde  •  fatter  and  swetter.       264 

To  lowe  lyhbyng  men  •  fe  larke  is  resembled  ; 

Arestotle  fe  grete  clerke  •  suche  tales  he  telleth  ; 

1[  Thus  he  lykneth  in  his  logyk  •  fe  leste  foule  oute.  [Foi.  52  &.] 

Whether 

And  where  he  be  sauf  or  noujt  sauf  •  pe  sothe  wote  no  Aristotle  is 

1  fi  /^  o    saved,  none 

flergye,  268  bn<,„.s. 

N'e  of  sortes  ne  of  salamon  •  no  scripture  can  telle. 
Ac  god  is  so  good,  I  hope  •  fat  sitth  he  gaf  hem  wittis    ooa,  w  ho  gave 

.  the  heathen  wit 

To  wissen  vs  weyes  fere- with  •  (fat  wissen  vs  to  be  saued,  to  teach  us,  win 
And  f  e  better  for  her  bokes)  •  to  bidden  we  ben  holden,  ti,em." 
J)at  god  for  his  grace  •  gyue  her  soules  reste;  273 

For  lettred  men  were  lewed  men  ^ut  "  ne  were  lore  of 
her  bokes." 

25G.  Andl   CB  om.     o\:er'\  er):e  O  ;  2G3.  7vcnffe']  wj'nge  WCO  ;  wlicnge 

schere  B.      \_enuenijmc])  WCOB]  en-  B. 

uenjined  LR.     attere']  aitrQ  Vf ;  atter  2G6.    Arestotle']    For   aristotel    R ; 

ECO  ;  attir  B.  Aristole  C.     lie']  COB  om. 

2.37.   [jWO  feet  WE]   poo  feet  CO ;  2G7.     logyk]    glosinge    E.       leste] 

pownes  feet  B  ;  profeet  (!)  L.     vncler-  leeste  W. 

.sfff/ir/d]  vnder.staiide  W ;  vnderstonded  268.  ')vhere]vi\\Q\]pcrW.    savf  (\)] 

E.     haiic]    COB  om.     anijiiete]  auy-  saue    C.     sauf  (2)]     COB  om.     110] 

nettcs  C.  >e  (!)  O. 

258,  259.  ]jat  fulfille— witnesse]  G  2G9.  of  (2)]  COB  om. 

om.      7vitnesse]    witnesses    E.      "f'i^t]  271.  tveyes]  wayes  C. 

COB  om.     it]  he  E.  273.  soules]  soule  E. 

2G0.    jpat]    O   om.      pecok]    pocok  274.    me?i   (2)]   CB  om.     ^iit]   yet 

0.  WO;  ylt  CB.    7ie  ivei-e']  nere  CB  ;  ner 

261.  riche']  riche  man  B.  O.     lore]  loore  W.     hei-]  ]>&  E. 


208  BAPTISM    BY    WATER,    BLOOD,    AND    FIRE.  [PASS.   XII. 

"Clerks  deny        ^   "  Allc   pisQ  clerkes,"   q«od   I   jjo    •   "  ])at    on    cryst 

salvation  to 

Saracens  and  leuen, 

Jews,"  said  I.  ri  ■         ^  ,     i  ,^ 

beggen  m  her  sarmones   *   pat   noytner   sarasenes  ne 

iewes, 

'Ng  no  creature  of  cristes  lyknesse  •  witli-outen  crysten- 

dome  worth  saued,"  277 

IT  "  Co7itra"  q?/od  ymagynatyf  jjo  •  and  conised  for  to 

loure, 

1  Pet.  iv.  18.  And  seyde,  "  saluahifur  vix  iustus  in  die  iuJiciJ. 

^  Err/0  saluabUur,"  qtiod  he  *  and  seyde  namore  latyne, 

"Trajan  was        "  Troiaii?/*'  was  a  trewe  knyjte  •  and  toke  neiiere  cristen- 

saved,  thousjU 

never  baptized,"  doilie,  280 

said  he. 

And  he  is   saiif,  so  seith  j)G  hoke  "  and  his   soule  in 
heuene. 
"  There  is  also  a    For   bero  is  fiillyng  of  fonte  •   and  fullyng  in  Llode 

1  aptism  liy  bluod, 

and  one  by  jire.  shedyng?, 

And  ))orugh  fuire  is  fullyng  •  and  Jiat  is  ferine  bileue ; 
Aduenit    ignis    diuinus,    non    comhurens,    sed 
illuminans,  ^'c. 
True  men,  that     H  Ac  trewth  fat  trespassed  neuere  •  ne  t^'ansufrsed 

never  trespas.-i,  .  ,   .      ,  on  i 

nmst  be  approved  a3emes  his  lawo,  284: 

y  a  true   ot .    j^^^^.  jy^g|.jj^  g^g  j^|g  \.^^^jq  teclieth  '  and  leueth  Jiere  be  no 

bettere, 
And  if  ])erQ  were,  he  wolde  amende  •  and  in  suilie  wille 

deyeth, 
I7e  wolde  neuere  trewe  god  •  but  treuth  were  allowed ; 
And  Avhere  it  worth  or  worth  nou3t  •  J)e  bileue  is  grete 

of  treuth,  288 

275.  qnod']  quo  B.     fl«]  in  W.  also  in  E ;  t^-fluerscd  WCOB.    a-ieincs] 

270.  Scij(icn'\   Sej'cn  W ;   Saj-and  C.  ajen  E. 
noyther   sarasencii]    no   sarazyns    C ;         28.j.    lyucthl    lyucd    It.      tcchdh'\ 

no  Sarsyn  B.  taujte  E. 

278.   commT]  bygano  C.  286.  if]  B  om. 

281.  iv]   Horn,     sai/f]  saaf  W;  0         287.  treutlC]  trewe  treutlic  E. 

om.     so]  as  COB.  288.    n-hcre]     wheifjcr    W  ;     were 

282.  l^or]  Ac  R.   fonte]  founte  C.       ECOB.     it]  it  be  W.     worth  nov);.] 
283. /(//w]  full- E;  fir  WO  ;  fierB;     worth  Tiaujte  E  ;  no^tworJ^W;  noiijt 

fire  C.     sf.d']  .set  C.  C  ;  no^t  B  ;  not  0. 

281.  Ac]  And  C.     transucrscd]  so 


PASS.   XII.]  IMAfilNATIVE    SUDDENLY    VAXISHES.  209 

And  an  hope  hangyng  per-inriQ  •  to  liaue  a  Mede  for  his  There  is  much 

nor.    hope  of  such. 

treuthe.  289 

For,   Deus  dicitar  quasi  dans   vitam   eternam 

suis,  hoc  est,  fidelibus  ;  et  alibi : 
si  amhulauero  in  medio  vmhre  mortis,  [(St.!  p^.  xxh. 

'  "-v     J  (vulg.). 

Jpe  glose  graunteth  A^pon  fiat  vers  •  a  gret  mede  to  treuthe, 

And  witt  and  \yisdome,"  qwod  fat  wye  •  "  was  somme  wit  and  wisdom 

were  once 

tyine  tresore,  thou-iittobeihe 

To  kepe  with  a  comune  •  no  katel  was  holde  bettere,        nation." 
And  moche  miirth  and  manhod  : " — and  ri^t  with  fat  Then  he 

vanished. 

he  vanesched,  293 

289.  a]  CB  om.    fo)-']  B  om.     For']  291.  wije]  weye  R. 

Quia  COB.     [^v  OKOB]  lAV  om.  293.  manhod]  manhede  R;  manhcd 

290,  trentlte']  trewe  R.  C.     n-ith]   myd  R. 
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210 


THE    POET    WANDERS    ABOUT    FOR    MANY    YEARS.     [raSS.  XIII. 


PASSUS  XIII  (DO-WEL  V). 

Passns  terciodecinnis. 


how  Fortune 
failed  me, 


Then  I  awoke,         i  nd  I  awaked  be?'e-with  •  witles  nerehande, 

and  thoui»ht  iA 

much  about  my     -^■*-  And  as  a  freke  |3at  fre  were  •  forth  gau  I  walke 

dream — 

In  nianere  of  a  niendynaunt  ■  many  a  ^ere  after, 
And  of  ])is  nietyng  many  tyme  •  moche  poujt  I  hadde.  4 
First,  liow  fortune  me  failled  •  at  my  moste  nede. 
And  how  fat  ehle  manaced  me  •  niy3t  we  euere  meten  ; 
And  how  jjat  freris  folwed  •  folke  Jiat  was  riche, 
And  folke  fat  Avas  pore  •  at  litel  prys  pel  sette,  8 

mid  friars  would    And  no  corps  ill  her  kirke^erde  •  ne  in  her  kyrke  was 

bury  no  poor, 

Ijuryed, 
But  quikke  he  biquethc  hem  au^te  •  or  shulde  helpe 

quyte  her  dettes. 
And  how  fis  coueitise  onercome  •  clerkes  and  prestes, 
And  how  fat  lowed  men  ben  ladde  •  but  owre  lorde 

hem  helpe,  1 2 

)5orug]i  vnkonnynge  curatourcs  •  to  incurable  peynes. 


[Fol.  58.] 


and  evil  priests 
betra.vcd  men  to 
final  doom; 


Title.  Passus  terciodecimus  LCO; 
Passus  xiij?/s,  &c.  W  ;  Passus  duode- 
cim?/s  (1)  de  visione,  vt  supz-a  li ; 
Passus  terciusdeciinus  et  Sextus  [^rcad 
Quintus]  de  dowel  B. 

1.  aivalaul']  wakede  0. 

2.  a]  C  oni.  //r]  fere  R  ;  fey  B. 
n-alkc']   walkeu  K. 

;?.  a  men(lynaunt'\  aiiieiideinent  (!) 
B.     a  (2)]  KCOB  om. 
4.   tijmc'\  tynies  R. 


G.  inanarcd]  niansed  R.  wyj^ — 
eiiere'^   we  iiii^te  iieuere  COB. 

7.  Iras']  wereu  O. 

8.  7Ctf.s-]  weren  O. 

9.  «6']  nor  W.  lur  (2)]  liir 
( printed  hh)^;  Com.    iras]  wereli. 

10.  qiilkhc]  K'i  qiiyk  B.  he']  CB 
()//(.  Item]  liym  B  ;  W  otti.  or  — 
qiii/tc]  to  quyte  \\'\\>  AV. 

11.  \>ix]  COB  am.;   \>w&  R. 
13.  jjri/nci<]  peyne  C. 


PASS.   XIII  ]     HE    DREAMS,    AND    SEES    CONSCIENCE    AND    PATIENCE.       211 

H  And  liow  bat  ymagynatyf  •  in  dreineles  me  tolde,         and  how  imapriu- 

ative  tauslit  me 

Of  kynde  and  of  liis  connynge  •  and  liow  curteise  he  is  how  loving 

,  Nature  is; 

to  bestes, 
And  liow  louyiige  lie  is  to  bestes  •  on  londe  and  on 

water ;  1 6 

Leueth  lie  no  lyf  •  lasse  ne  more ; 
])Q  creatures  fiat  crej^en  •  of  kynde  ben  engendred. 
And  sittlien  liow  ymagynatif   seyde   •  vix  iustus   sal-  a"*!  'lo^  he  spoke 

of  tlie  lUffieulty 
Uahitlir,  of  salvation,  ana 

And  wlian  he  had  seyde  so  *  how  sodeynelich  he 
passed.  '  20 

^  I  lay  down  longe  in  ])is  jjoujte  •  and  atte  laste  I 
slepte, 

And,  as  cryste  wolde,  bare  come  conscience  •  to  conforte  Again  i  dreamt, 

and  beheld 
me  bat  tyme,  conscience,  who 

said  I  should  dine 

And  bad  me  come  to  his  courte  •  with  clergye  sholde  I  with  ciergy. 

dyne. 
IT  And  for  conscience  of  clergye  spake  •  I  come  Avel  jje 

rather,  24 

And  ))ere  I  say  a  maistre  •  what  man  he  was  I  neste,       Then  saw  i  a 

master,  who 

bat  lowe  louted  •  and  loueliche  to  scripture.  went  with  con- 

'  .  ,  -  ,  .    ,  science  to  dinner. 

IT  Conscience   kiiewe  hyni  wei  •  and  welcomed  hym 

faire ; 
JOei  wesshen  and  v/ypeden  •  and  wenten  to  pe  clyner.  28 
Ac  pacience  in  Jie  paleis  stode  •  in  pilgrymes  clothes,        Patience  stood 
And  preyde  mete  for  charite  •  for  a  pore  heremyte. 

MT  /-i  •  Till  •  1  j_-Ti  •  1  Conscience  called 

il  Conscience  called  hym  in  •  and  curteisliche  seide,        ^j^  ;„. 

14 — 20.  R  omits.  25.  say]    sei^  WCO.     nests'^   so  in 

14.  dremeles]  dvQmas,  G.  LRC;  nyste  WOB. 

15.  Ids']  COB  om.  26.  lonted']  a-loutid  B. 

16.  is]  his  C.     hestes']  briddes  W,  27.    Conseieyice]  Conscien  C.     weV] 

17.  Leuetli]  Leuefj  or  Lene)?  {printed     B  om. 

Leneth)  W.  28.  tvessheii]  wasscheden  0  ;  wes- 

19.  sittlien']   COB  om.     iustus']   W     shenden   (sic)    C.     mypeden]    vvipten 

om.  B.     irenten]  wente  R  ;  went  C.     \:e] 

21.  f7()«-w]  CBo??i.  COB  om.. 

22.  \:at]  \n  J;at  R.  29.  Ae]  And  WC. 

23.  me]  O  om.     sJwlde]  shul  C.  30.  for  (1)]  par  WO  ;  ^ur  B. 

24.  come']  com  WC  ;  cam  RB. 


212 


HE    SEES    A    DOCTOR    DINING    SUMPTUOUSLY.        [PASS.  XIII. 


Tlie  master  sat 
in  the  best  place. 


Patience  and  I 
sat  at  a  side- 
board. 


Luke  X.  7. 


The  master  and 
his  man  ate 
costly  dishes,  but 
their  sauce  was 
over-sour. 


Coiiscieiioe  bade 
Scripture  bring 

[Kol.  5;i     ] 
bi-ead  for 
Patience  and  me. 


"  Welcome,    [wye  !]  go   and   "wasshe    •  J)o\v  slialt  sitte 

sone."  32 

IT  J2is  maister  was  made  sitte  •  as  for  )je  inoste  Avorthy, 
And  Jjanne  clergye  and  consrience  '  and  pacience  cam 

after. 
IT  Pacience  and  I  •  were  ])iit  to  be  macclies, 
And  seten  by  owve  selue  •  at  a  syde-borde.  36 

^    Conscience    called    after    mete    •    and    fanne    cam 

script?/re, 
And  serued  hem  jjus  sone  *  of  sondry  metes  manye, 
Of  austyn,  of  ambrose  *  of  alle  pe  foiire  euangelistes  ; 

Edentes  4'  hihentes  que  apud  eos  sunt. 
Ac  ]iis  maister  ne  his  man  •  no  manere  flesshe  eten,    40 
Ac  j-ei  ete  mete  of  more  coste  •  mortrewes  and  potages ; 
Of  pat  men  mj^s-Avonne  "  ];ei  made  hem  wel  at  ese. 
Ac  her  sance  was  oner  sonre  ■  &  vnsanourely  grounde, 
In  a  morter,  2'>ost-moi'tem  '  of  many  bitter  i)eyne,        44 
But  if  ])ei  synge  for  ]jo  soules  •  and  wepe  salt  teres  : 

Vos  qui  ijeccata  hominum  comeditis,  nisi  jjro  eis 
lacrbnas  4'  orutiones  effunderitis,  ea  que  in 
delicijs  comeditis,  in  tormentis  euometis. 
Conscience  ful  curteisly  jjo  *  coman?2ded  scripture 
Bifor  pacience  bred  to  brynge  •  and  ine  jjat  was  his 

macche. 
He  settc  a  soure  lof  to-for  vs  •  and  seyde,  '■'  agite  peni- 

t  end  am,"  48 


32.  In-i/e  WO]   weye  R ;  wy  C  ;  L 
wye,  altered  to  wycl  ^e ;  B  07u. 
HS.  fl.f]  and  COB. 

34.  J«f/]  GOB  om. 

35.  put'}  pote  R.     be  jnacctirs}  l)en 
mettes  R. 

36.  ,ieten'\  sitten  C.     a]  j^e  W 

38.  fwm']  hyin  R. 

39.  of  alhf]  and  of  \V.     Fdeiitc.^'] 
Edentes  {printed  Edentis)  W. 

40.  Ac\  And  C.     ne']  nor  W. 

41.  Ap]  And  C.     ete  mete]   hadde 
metes  R.     inortreivesl  inortreux  C. 


42.  n-el']  B  om. 

43.  Ac^  And  C.  o^ierl  euere  COB. 
grounde]  y-grounde  CB. 

44.  man  I/]  many  a  W.  ]><'>/ ne] 
peynos  O. 

45.  J)<*]  the  COB.  and  vcpe]  with 
many  R.  larrhnaf:'}  lacriinis  C.  L 
Jias  in  the  margin — cowtra  saccrdotcs. 

4().  fnt]  L  )iaii  for  altered  to  ful ; 
ful  Wil;  COB  oni. 

47.  maee/ie]  make  COB ;   mete  R. 

48.  lof]  hife  C.     to-for]  to-loi-n  W. 


PASS.  XIII.]  THE    UOOTOU    UUINKS    MUCH    WINE.  213 

And  sith  he  drougli  vs  drynke  •  [(lia]-pe}-sct(eraHs.  Mat.  i.i.  2; 

Cf.  X.  22. 

"  As  longe,"  qtiod  I,  "  as  I  lyiic  •  and  lycame  may  dure! 
"  Here  is  propre  seruicc,"  q?/od  ])acience  •  "  Jjer  fareth 

no  prynce  betters  ; " 
H  And  |)anne  lie  brou3t  vs  forth  a  inces  of  other  mete  •  I's.  i.  (Vuig.itc). 

of  Mlserere-mei-dciis  ;  52 

And  he  broujte  vs  of  Beatl-qaorwn  '  of  heatus-virres  pr.  xxxi.  i,  2. 

makyngt', 
Et-ijnonnn-tecta-sunt-  ■  jpccxata  in  a  disshe  rs.  xxxi.  i. 

Of  derne  shrifte,  dlxi  •  and  confitehor  tihi !  I's.  xxxi.  6. 

"  Brynge  pacience  some  pitaunce  "   •  pryueliche  q»f  d 

conscience ;  56 

IF  And  banne  had  pacience  a  pitaiuice  "  pro-hac-orahU-  Patience  had  a 

pittance  of  Ps. 

ad-te-omnis-sandus-in-tempore-oportuno  ;  xxxi.  e. 

And  conscience  conforted  vs  •  and  carped  vs  mery  tales, 

Cor  coniritum    <^'   humlUatinn,    deus,    non   de-  Ps.  i.  la. 
spicfes. 
^  Pacience  was  proude  •  of  ]3at  propre  seruice, 
And  made  hym  muirth  M^ith  his  mete  ■  ac  I  morned  i  moumeti  to  see 

the  dootor  Jrink 
euere,  60    so  much  wine. 

For  Jjis  doctoure  on  Tpe  heigh  dese  •  dranlce  wyn  so  faste  ; 

Ve  vobis  qui  potentes  estis  ad  hihendum  vinuin!    isa.  v.  22. 
IT  He  eet  many  sondry  metes  *  mortrewes  and  pnddynges,  He  ateaii  sorts  of 
"Wombe-clontes   and  wylde   braune    •  &  egges   yfrved 
with  grece. 

40.  W  7(Y7.s' — And  s\]>]pe  he  brou^te  j'^(7rt'««r^']  CB  0???.     j)ryucrbrhe~\  Oovi. 

vs  drynke  •  Dia 2)erseuerans  —  {omit-  57.  Anc^    R  om.     C  begins — And 

ted  ill  printed  coj)]/).      [din  OB]  dia  tlianne  come  to  pacience  •  a  pitaunce 

LWR  ;  dya  C.  j'brouglite  ;   0   has  the  same  ;  B   the 

50.  J..S-]  AlsoB.  7(l)]heR0.  1  same,  Qvith  com  \>ev  for  come,  j'^'"} 
lyiie']  lif  R.  Of  pro  COB.     ad  te']  R  om. 

51.  is']  C  om.  58.  humiliatiivi']  miswritten  liumi- 

52.  vs]  COB  om.     a  mees  of]  COB  litatum  in  L. 

om.     dcits]  R  OJn.  GO.  mete]  mene  R,     ae]  and  C. 

53.  he — rs]  COB  om.  vs]  R  om.  61.  on— dese]  vp-on  Hs  hey  deyes 
o/" (2)]  and  of  R.  virres]  so  in  LW ;  R.  dranhe']  dronk  R  vinum]  CB 
vir  COB  ;  vir  his  R.  om. 

54.  Et]  And  R.  G2.  //«]  And  R.    eet]  ete  CB.    mor- 

55.  and^  &  W.  tren'es]  mortreux  C  ;   niortrcls  B. 
oG.     Brynge]    And     brynge     CB.  GS.  yfryed]  fryed  R  :  frioil  Cli 


2U 


THERE    IS    PERIL    AMOXG    FALSE    BRETHREN.        [PASS.   XIII. 


"  Only  4  days 
ago  he  preaclied 
from  2  Cor.  xi. 
27,"  said  I. 


2  Cor.  xi.  25,  21. 


"  Tliey  forget  St 
Paul's  words  in 
2  Cor.  xi.  2fi, 


which  I  will  not 
translate. 


I  never  heard  a 
friar  preacli  from 
that  text ! 


This  fjUitlon 
jiitics  not  us 
poor." 


jjaune  seide  I  to  my-.self  •  so  pacience  it  herde,  64 

"  It  is  nou3t  foure  daye.s  J)at  Jiis  freke  •  "bifor  j:e  den  of 

ponies, 
Preched  of  penaunccs  •  fat  poulc  f>e  apostle  suffred, 
In  fame  y"  frigore  •  and  flappes  of  scourges  ; 

Ter  cesus  sum,   ^-  a   iudeis  qiihiquies  quadra- 
genas,  4'c. 
IT  Ac  0  worde  f»ei  ouerhuppen  •  at  ecli  a  tyme  jjat  fei 

preche,  68 

]Jat  poule  in  his  pistel  •  to  al  fe  peple  tolde ; 

Penculum  est  in  falsis  frcdrihiis. 
Holywrit  bit  men  Le  war  •  I  Avil  noii3t  ■\viite  it  here 
On  englisch,  an  auenture  •  it  sliolde  be  rehereed  to  ofte, 
And  greue  fere-with  Jjat  good  men  ben  •  ac  gramarienes 

sliul  rede  ;  72 

Vnusquisque   a  fratre    se    custodiat,    quia,    vt 
dicitur,  pericidum  est  in  falsis  frcdrihus. 
II  Ac  I  Avist  neuere  frske  fat  as  a  frere  3edc  •  bifor  men 

on  englisshe 
Taken  it  for  her  temc  ■  and  telle  it  with-outen  glosynge. 
J3ei  p?-echen  fat  penatince  •  is  profitable  to  fe  soiile, 
And  what  myschief  and  malese  •  cryst  for  man  tholed, 
Ac  fis  goddes  gloton,"  q?;od  I  •  "with  his  gret  chekes, 
Hath  no  pytc  on  vs  pore  •  he  perforneth  yuel  ;  78 

J?at  he  precheth   he   preueth   noujt "   •  to   pacience  I 

tolde, 


65.    is'\    C    oiii.     di'n'\    deeu   \VB  ; 
dene  C.     iif'\  of  ?cynt  R. 
G6.  penaiDice.s']  penaunce  0. 

67,  4-1  and  C ;  et  R. 

68.  Ac"]  And  C.  onerhvppcn'\ 
ou^rhippen  CI>.  a]  CB  om.  ]))rr/if^ 
ytreehen  RGB. 

(!9.  jnsteV]  epistle  0.  aV]  O  om. 
Pericuhnn, — in']  Et  in  periculo  R. 
ill]  0  mil. 

70.  hit]  biddi>  B  ;  bides  C.  ivrltc] 
vritei)  R  ;  writte  C. 

71.  On]  In  WRB.  a>i]  on  W; 
in  15.     aucntvrc]  auntcr  O. 


72.  \!at']  W  om.  mm]  COB  om. 
be?i]  W  om.  ar]  an  C.  rcdc]  redde 
AV. 

73.  Ac]  And  C  ;  R  om.  a]  R  om. 
oti]  an  R. 

74.  Jier]  his  W.     telle]  tclien  R. 

75.  f<?i]  Ac  ):ei  R. 

76.  and]  or  COB.  inalesc]  male 
ese  WRO ;  nial  esse  C ;  malaise  B. 
t/iolcd]  tholdo  C. 

77.  Ac]   And  C. 

78.  ^w/t]  pore  men  OB :  pouere 
men  C.    ^;^'/;/>>7v/rf/(i]  prrformej?  B. 

79.  he — nou^t]  and  preueth  R. 


PASS.  XIII.]  WILLIAM    IS    WKOTII    WITH    THE    DOOTOIl.  215 

And  wisslied  witterly  •  witli  Aville  fal  cgre,  80 

J?at  disshes  a[nd]  dobleres  •  bifor  pis  ilke  doctour,  i  wished  tiie 

"Were  [molten]  led  in  his  maw  •  and  IMahoun  amyddcs  !  been  moUen  lead 

"  I  shal  iangle  to  J?is  lurdan  •  witli  his  iust  wombe, 

To  telle  me  what  penaunce  is  •  of  Avhich  he  preched        [Foi.  51.] 

rather."—  84 

Pacience  pe^-ceyued  what  I  thou3t  •  and  wynked  on  me 

to  be  stille, 
And  seyde,  "  pow  shalt  se  J:us  sone  *  whan  he  may  no 

more, 
He  shal  haue  a  j)enaunce  in  his  paunche  •  and  pnffe  at  Patience  said  the 

doctor  would  do 

ech  a  worde,  peiu  nee  s « n, 

And  fanne    shullen  his  guttis  godele   •  and  he  shal 

galpen  after ;  88 

For  now  he  hath  dronken  so  depe  •  he  Avil  deuyne  sone, 
And  preuen  it  by  her  pocalij^s  •  and  jjassioun  of  seynt  and  prove  tiiat 

.  such  dishes  are  a 

Auereys,  penitent's  food. 

j)at  neither  bacoiu?  ne  braune  •  blan[c]mangere  ne  mor- 

trewes 
Is  noither  fisshe  [ne]  flesshe  *  but  fode  for  a  penaunte. 
And  Jianne  shal  he  testifye  of  a  trinitee  •  and  take  his 

felawe  to  witnesse, ,  93 

What  he  fonde  in  a  freyel  •  after  a  freres  lyuynge, 

80.  n-ts.'ilied'l  wissed  C.  ivitfcrhj']  80.  «-(7]  woleWRB.  deuyne']  iynxQ 
ful  witterly  W.  fiit]  for  {corrected  to  (sic)  B.  I/i  the  margin  of  O — Doc- 
ful)  L;  fill  WCROB.  towns  of  freris. 

81.  and^    viisn-ritten  a  in  L.     do-  I'O.    by']    R   om.\    by- for    C.      her 
hlere.i]  doublers   WC ;    doubleris    O;  ^wf^rt^i/^^]   f^e  appocalipsis  B. 
dubbleris  B.     ilhe]  ille  B ;  'Rom.  01.    blancmanffere]     so   in   WOO; 

82.  \_molteH  WCOB]  molte  R;  blaumanger  or  blanmanger  L;  bla- 
nioltou?^  L.  led]  ledcd  (!)  C.  his]  manger  B;  ne  blanmanger  R.  vior- 
here  R.  tren-es]  mortreux  C ;  mortrels  B. 

83.  inst]  mysty  R  ;  lutte,  corrected  02.  fisshe]  fi.sse  C.  [;«e  CROB] 
frt  luste  0.  norW;  no  L.    fisshe— flesshe^  ^e\&c\\ 

8-t.  vie]  men  0.     rather]   \>Qre  ay  ne  fisch  B.     a 2>enaunte]  \>e  penauntes 

R.  R ;  a  penaunce  C. 

85.  n-ynked — to]  bad  me  R.  0.3.     ]>anne]     C    om.      a]     \:e    W. 

80.  shalt:]  salt  C.  felawe']  felawes  COB. 

87.  a(\)]  C  om.     a  (2)]  CB  am..  04.  freyeir]   frayel  WCB  ;  freiel  R. 

88.  godele^]  godle  R;  goj^ele  WC  ;  «  (2)]  COBow,  freres  h/>/g>igc]  fvtire 
grof'ele  0 ;  gruwe  B.  leuyngr  R. 


216  THE    DOCTOR    EXPLAINS    WHAT    DO-WELL    IS.         [PASS.  XIII. 

« He  will  begin      And  biit  if  Ipe  fyrst  lyne  be  lesyng  •  leue  me  neuei'e 

and  talk  lies. 

after ! 
Then  ask  him        And  baniie  is  tyme  to  take  •  and  to  appose  Jjis  doctouie 

about  Do-well."  nii  i-^it 

Of  dowel  and   of  dobet  •  and  if  dobest  be  any  pc- 

naunce." —  97 

IF  And  I  sete  etille,  as  pacience  seyde  •  and  J)us  sone 

fis  doctour, 

Soon  the  doctor     As  I'ody  as  a  rose  •  rubbed  bis  cliekes, 

taik'ed.  Cougbed  and  carped  •  and  conscience  liym.  berde,     100 

And  tolde  bym  of  a  trinite  •  and  toward  ys  be  loked. 
"  Is  Do-well  pen-    H  "  What  is  dowel  ?  sire  doctoiir,"  q»od  I  •  "  is  doAvel 

anee?"  said  /. 

anj'-  penaunce  ? 
"Do-well,"  said     IT '' DowcH "  quod  Jjis  doctour— •  and  toke  fe  cuppe 

he,  and  drank,  ,     ,         , 

"  is  to  do  no  evil."  and  dranke— 

"Do  non  yuel  to  fine   euenecrystene   •  noiijt  by  pi 

powere."  104 

"Then  you  do       ^  "By  \)is  day,  sire  doctour,"  quod  I  •  "  jjaime  be  ^g 

not  well,"  I  said,  ,    •        i  i 

"  for  you  have  DOUjt  in  dOWel  ; 

puddi!!^:""'^         For  3e  ban  barmed  vs  two   •  in  fat  ^e  etcn  fe  pud- 

Mortrewes,  and  other  mete  *  and  we  no  [morsel]  hade  ! 
And  if  36  fare  so  in  ^owrc  fermorie  •  ferly  me  fiiiketli, 
But  chest  be  fere  charite  shulde  be  •  &  ^onge  childern 

dorste  pleyne  !  109 

I  Avolde  pe?-mute  my  penaunce  with  ^owre  •  for  I  am  in 

poynte  to  dowel  ! " 

9.3.  «/■]    W  oni.     \>e—li/ne']  he  lirst  102.   is  (1)]  his  C.     Jon-d]  do-best 

lyue  W ;  \:c  first  leef  0  ;  the  first  lif  R  ;  it  W. 
C  ;  |re  fnist  lif  B.  103.  toke— dranke']  dronk  after  R. 

DO.    fake]    tall<^e  R.     to  (2)]  COB         101.  Do]  Is  do  W ;    Crowley  also 

oiii.  inserts  Is;  but  sec  C-Text;  and  ef.\. 

'd;.of{2)]\XOom.    dohest]  do\\'c\  115. 
\V.     he]  do  B.  105.  day]  O  om.     \anne]  COB  out. 

98.  sete]    sat   WCROB.       as]    an         100.  han]  haue  R. 

{slc)C.  107.  Mortre7ves]UovivmyiC;   i\Ior- 

99.  vl«]  Al  so  B.     7-2/ Wcrf]   robbed     trels  B.     [worsfZWCB]  mussel  LRO. 
R.  108.     if]    R  om.      fermorie]  Fer- 

KiO.    /"<*?//7//<,y7]  Cou^wede  R  ;  Com-     merye  WCR. 
Bc.I  I!  109.  chest]  cheeste  W.     be]  0  om. 

U)l.  rs]  vs  al  C  ;  vs  alle  B.  zonge]  CB  om. 


PASS.  XIII.]    UO-WELL  OBEYS  ;   DO-BET  TEACHES  ;  DO-BEST  DOES  BOTH.    2  1  7 

^  jpaniij  conscience  curteisliche  •  a  contenaunce  he  made,  TUcn  (■(.nscience 

askeil  him  tlie 

And  preynte  vpon  pacience  '  to  preie  me  to  be  stille,       same. 
And  seyde  hym-self,  "  sire   doctour  •  and  it  be  ^owre 
wille,  113 

What  is  dowel  and  dobet  1  ■  30  deuj'nours  knoweth." 
IT  "Dowel,"  quod  bis  doctour  •  "do  as  clerkes  techeth,    " x>oMveii," said 

'       ^  ^  '     he,  "  obeys ;  Do- 

And  dobet  is  he  bat  techeth  •  and  trauailleth  to  teche  ''^t  teaches ;  Do- 
best  both  teaches 
other,  116    and  obeys." 

And  dobest  doth  hym-self  so  •  as  he  seith  &  precheth  : — 

Qui  facit  et  docuerit,  magnus  rocxihitur  in  regno  Mat.  /.  19. 
celorum." 
IT   "  Now  ])ow,   clergye,"   q«od   conscience   •  "  carpest 

what  is  dowel." 
"  I  haue  seuene  sones,"  he  seyde  •  "  serucn  in  a  castel,     The  seven  sons  of 

...      Clergy  (i.  e.  the 

}3ere  ))e  lorde  of  lyf  wonyeth  •  to  leren  hym  what  is  seven  sciences). 

dowel;  120 

^  Til  I  se  J50  seuene  ■  and  my-self  acorden, 
I  am  vnhardy,"  qwod  he  *  "  to  any  wy3t  to  preue  it. 
For  one  pieres  be  ploughman  •  hath  inpugned  vs  alle,  [FoI.  54  s.j 

■  1  1  r>  I     "  I'iei's  the 

And  sette  alle  sciences  at  a  sojipe  •  sane  loue  one,     124:  ploughman  says 
And  no  tixte  ne  taketh  •  to  meyutene  his  cause,  except  love." 

But  diUge  deuni  •  and  domine,  quis  habitabif,  ^r. 
And  seith  fiat  dowel  and  dobet  •  aren  two  infinites, 
"VVhiche  infinites,  with  a  feith  •  fynden  oute  dobest,  1 28 
Which  shal  saue  mannes   soule   •  pus  seith   piers   Jje 

ploughman." 
IT  "  I  can  iioujt  her-on,"  q;uod  conscience  •  "  ac  I  knowe 

wel  pieres ; 

111.  eurtelsUche']     ful    curtei.slich     lerne    COB.      h)jni]    hem    CB  ;    WO 
E.     he]  WCOB  om.  om. 

112.  ^reyjj^e]  prentede  R  ;  prynkid         122.  to  jfreuej^  ^rone'R. 

B.  pacience]  penaunce   B.     to  (2)]         124.  sciences]  science  RO.     sojjj/r] 
COB  om.  soep  R  ;  sope  W. 

115.  do]  dos  R.  125.  taketJl]  takees  C. 

117.  doth]  doo  C.  127.    seith]  seigh   C.     ]^at]   0  om. 

118.  carpest]  capest  {hy  mistake)     tivo]  twa  C. 

C.  128.  «]  00  B. 

119.  seuene]  R  om.     in]  at  COB.  129.  f^e]  CB  om. 

120.  tvonijcfh]  wonethCB.     Icrcn]  130.  ac]  and  C.     wel]  COB  om. 


218    DO-WELL    LEARNS;    DO-BET    TEACHES  J    DO-BEST    LOVES.    [PASS.  XIIL 


Conscience  says 
tliey  must  wait 
till  Piers  comes. 


Cf.  M.-it.  X.  22. 


"  Learn,  and  do 
well ;  teach,  and 
do  better;  love, 
and  do  best. 


Cast  coals  upon 
thine  enemy's 
head. 


He  wil  nou3t  ajein  lioly  writ  speken  •  I  dar  wel  vnder- 

talce ; 
)?anne  passe  we  ouer  til  piers  come  •  and  preue  ))is  in 

dede.  132 

Pacience    hath    be    in    many    place    •    and    perauntre 

cnoweth 
pSLt  no  clerke  ne  can  •  as  cryst  Leretli  witnesse ; 

Padentes  vincunt,  ^c." 
"  At  jowre  preyere,"  q?<od  pacyence  Jjo  •  "  so  no  man 

displese  hym ; 
Dlsce"  (\uodi  he,  ^'doce  '  dilige  inimicos.  13G 

Disce,  and  dowel  •  doce,  &  debet ; 
Dilige,  and  dobest  •  jjus  taujte  me  ones 
A  lemman  Jjat  I  loued  •  lone  was  hir  name. 
'  With  wordes  and  with  werkes,'  q«od  she  '  '  and  wille 

of  fyne  herte,  140 

pow  lone  lelly  ]ji  soiile  ■  al  \)i  lyf  t3ane ; 
And  so  |)0W  lere  J)e  to  louye   ■  for  jie  lordes  lone  of 

heuene, 
Jjine  enemye  in  al  wyse  •  euene  forth  Avith  jji-selue. 
Cast  coles  on  his  hed  •  and  al  kjTide  speche,  144 

Eothe  with  werkes  and  with  wordes  •  fonde  his  lone  to 

Wynne ; 
And  lay  on  hym  |)us  with  lone  '  til  he  la[u]ghe  on  Tpc  ; 
And  but  he  bowe  for  j^is   betyng   •   blynde  niote   he 

worthe  ! 
^  Ac  for  to  fare  )5us  witli  pi  frende  •  foly  it  Avero,     148 


131.  a-^r'ui']  a?eynes  R.  dar  irel'] 
dir  0;  CB  om.  vndertahe]  vnder- 
stonde  B. 

133.  ]}lace]  places  CB  ;  a  i)lace 
Pi.  pcramitrc'\  par  auonturc  RCO. 
cnoivcth^  knowetii  RO  ;  know!)?  B  ; 
knowes  C  ;  moufjed  W. 

134.  nc  can]  can  R;  knowe)?  O. 

135.  Ai"]  so  in  CROB  ;  ivrittcn  lllir. 
Ac  in  LW.     liyDi^  hem  R. 

136.  quod'\  quod  (printed  quo)  W. 
dnrc]  k  doce  0.  dilir/c']  and  dilige 
COB.     In  margin  of  L— discu,  doci', 


et  dilige. 

1.38.  0  omits. 

140.  Kith  (2)]  COB  om. 

141.  \>ojv'\  11  oin. 

142.  \>on-'\  to  ]!.  Ye  (1)]  and  R. 
])C  (2)]  oure  W. 

144.  and']  of  WRB. 

14.5.  werhcs — n-ordcs']  wnrkc  and 
word  COB. 

140.  lay]  ley  R  ;  leye  WO  ;  lye  C  ; 
beie  B.  hnighe  C]  lau3e  W  ;  lan^he 
R  ;  law^he  O  ;  lanjghe  B  ;  laghe  L. 

145.  .Ir]  And  C. 


Xlll.]  THE    BOLDNESS    AND    MIGHT    OF    LOVE.  219 


[: 


For  lie  bat  louctli  be  lelly  •  lyte  of  byne  coueiteth.  Thy  fncnd  nocds 

not  sucli  treat- 

Kynde  loue  coueiteth  nou3te  •  no  catel  but  speclie,  ment. 

With  half  a  laumpc  lyne  in  latyne  •  ex  vi  transidonis' 

%  I  here  bere-inne  aboute  •  fast  ybounde  doAvel,        152  i  bear  about  do- 

'  well,  fast  bound," 

In  a  signe  of  \q  saterday  ■  })at  sette  firste  \q,  kalendare,    said  Patience. 
And  al  fe  witte  of  \q.  Wednesday  •  of  jse  nextc  wyke 

after ; 
)3e  myddel  of  J)e  mone  •  is  fc  ini3te  of  bothe. 
And  here-witli  am  I  welcome  •  pere  I  haue  it  with  me." 
IT  "  Vndo  it,  late  Jiis  doctour  deme  •  if  dowel  be  Jier- 

For,  bi  hvm  bat  me  made  •  mijte  neuere  pouerte,     158  "Noeviican 

^  -l        y  ^  ^  l,arm  him  who 

]\Iiseise,  ne  myschief  •  ne  man  with  his  tonge,  iias  Charity. 

Colde,  ne  care  •  ne  compaignye  of  theues, 

Xe  neither  hete,  ne  haille  •  ne  non  helle  poi;ke, 

I^e  noither  fuire  ne  flode  •  ne  fere  of  ])ine  enemy      162 

Tene  fe  eny  tyme  •  and  J)OW  take  it  with  Jje  ; 

Caritas  nichil  timet.  '  ■'"'"'  ''\-  '''• 

[And  eek,  haue  god  my  soule  !   •  and  fow  wilt  it  craue, 
Jpere  nys  neyther  empe?-our  ne  emperesse  •  erl,  kyng^, 
ne  barou??,  165 

Pope,  ne  patriarch  •  bat  puyre  reson  ne  schal  make  Reason,  by  help 

'  '^  r        1     ^  ^  ^  of  Charity,  will 

)5e  meyster  of  alle  ]?o  men  •  ))oru3  mi3t  of  pis  redeles  ;      make  thee  master 

r  1  •!  PIT  •         /p  of  all  men." 

Aoujt  thoruj   wicche-crafte,  but  thoru3  wit  •  (&  fow 
Avilt  ))i-selue)  1 68 

Do  kpige  and  cpiene  •  and  alle  ]>c  comune  after 
33^18  ])e  alle  fat  ))ei  may  jiue  •  as  [for  ]>q\  best  3emere, 

U9.    hjtcf\     litel     WCB ;    litil     0.  159.    Mise'mf]   Misaise  B.     nc]  ne- 

coneitctK]  de.sireth  K.  no  W. 

1.51.  frrt.ws?f;>?iKs']  transgvessionisO.  IGl.    noither']    notlier    E;    neif^er 

152.  aloute]  a  beaut  0;  a  beaute  WOB  ;  nouther  C. 

B.     In  margin  of  \a — Soluc?on.  162.    noither']    nother    R;    neif-cr 

1.54.  AndT]  In  0.  t'(?(2)]  Q,om.  wed-  OCB;  W  om.     enemy']  euemj^es  O. 

nesday]   -wodnesday  W;  wedenesday  164  — 171.     In  R  only;  hut  cf.  C- 

R.     tvyke]  woke  0.  Text,  which  has  a  j^assage  cj)itomized 

155.  ?s]  asW.     mi^te]  nyghfWCB.  from  it. 

157.  late]  and  late  R.     deme]  dem  170.  [for\:e]  such  is  my  coirjecture ; 

C ;    se  R ;  sen  {altered,  to  deme)  L.  the  MS  has  {^e  for. 
\f]  wher*?  R.     }per-in7ie]  )ieiv-inne  R. 


!20 


NONE    CAN    RECONCILE    TWO    CHRISTIAN    KINGS  !       [PASS.  XIII. 


And,  as  J7011  demest,  wil  j^ei  do  •  alle  liere  dayes  after ; 
Pacientes  vinciint,  ^'f."] 
"Nonsense,"  said  ^  "  It  is  but  a  dido,"  quod  bis  doctour  •  "  a  dysoures  tale. 

the  doctor; 

[Foi.  55.]        Al  j)e  witt  of  ))is  worlde  •  and  ^{310  niennes  strengtlie 
Can  noujt  confourmen  a  pees  •  bytwcne  pe  pope  and 

his  enemys,  174 

Xe  bitwene  two  cristene  Ivyngcs   •  can  no  wi^te  pees 

malce, 
Profitable  to  aytlier  peple  "  "  and  put  f)e  table  fro  bym, 
And  toke  clergye   and  conscience  •  to  conseille,  as  it 

were,  177 


"  no  one  can 
reconcile  two 
Christian  kins 


r 


j)a.t  pacience  Jio  moste  passe  ■  for  pilgrimes  kunne  wel  lye. 


Conscience  rose      ^f  Ac  consciencc  carjied  loude  •  and  curteislicli  seidc, 

up  to  so. 

^'Frendes,  fareth  wel"  •  and  faire  spake  to  clergye,  180 
"  For  I  wil  go  witli  jjis  gome  •  if  god  wil  3iiie  me  grace, 
And  be  pilgryme  with  pacience  •  til  I  haue  proued  more." 
^    "Whaf?"     qitod    clergye   to    conscience    ■    "  ar   30 

coueitouse  noutlie 
After  3eres3yiies  or  3iftes  *  or  ^ernen  to  rede  redeles  ? 
I  slial  brynge  jow  a  bible  •  a  boke  of  Jje  olde  lawe,  185 
And  lere  30W,  if  30W  lyke  •  pe  leest  poynte  to  knowe, 
jiat  pacience  Jje  pilgryme  •  pe?'fitly  knewe  neucre." 
^  "Xay,  bi  cryste,"  quod  conscience  to  clergye  •  "god 

Jje  for3elde,  188 

For  al  Tpat  pacience  me  profretli  •  proiide  am  I  litel. 
Cniscience  Ac  Jjc  Aville  of  bc  wyc  •  and  fe  wille  [of]  folke  hero 

v/ishes  to  mourn 

for  his  sins.  Hatli  moeiied  my  mode  •  to  mourne  for  my  synnes. 


("Icriry  ?:iy-,  l-.c 
will  fetch  him  a 
bi'o'.c. 


173.  and]  ne  Iv.  'wi:^f('']  wif?  0  : 
wi3th  B. 

174.  \>c  ^;o/7e]  W  om.  cncunjst'] 
cnniye  B  ;  enemye  C 

17o.  ii'^te^  vi'^ih.  B. 

178.  ^wciere^e]  pacien  {sic)  C.  ]>o'] 
Jjoo  0 ;  {jow  W.  viPstc'\  moost  C  ; 
mote  R. 

179.  Ac']  And  C.     loude]  aloiule  R. 
181.  vie]  the  CB. 

183.  ar]  or  C. 

184.  or  (1)]   an  C;  &   0;  and    D. 


or  (2)]  other  E.     to]  j'e  to  C ;  30  to 
B.     redeles]  rideles  CO. 

180.  WW  lyke]  36  liken  R.  leest] 
best  COB. 

187.  ^pcf]  R  om.     neuere]  euere  R. 

188.  to  clergye']  CB  om. 

180.  litel]  fill  litil  0;  but  Utile  CB. 

190.  Acr]  And  C.  \>e(2)]  that  CB. 
]>e  wille  (2)]  30  wolon  0 ;  ye  wille 
CB.     [<\f  WO]  LCRB  om. 

191.  w'V7/r^]  meued  WRO ;  niout'd 
C. 


PASS.  XIII.]        COXSCIENCE    AND    TATIENCE    LEAVE    CLERGY.  221 

]pe  good  willc  of  a  wi3te  •  was  ncure  l3on3te  to  J»e  fulli; ; 
For  Jjerc  nys  no  tresore  Jjcrto  •  to  a  trewe  wille.  193 
^  Haued  noiijt  Magdeleigue  more  •  for  a  boxe  of  salue, 
j)an  zaclieus  for  he  seide  '  dimidium  honorwn  meorum  i^ke  xix.  n. 

do  imnperihus  ? 
And  ))e  pore  Avidwe  •  for  a  peire  of  mj^tes,  196  Lukexxi.  3. 

]Xin  alio  po  that  offreden  •  in-to  gazafiladum  1 " 
IT  bus  curteislicli  conscience  •  congeyde  fyrst  be  Frere,     Conscience  bids 

•'  o   J  J  i-  '       farewell  to  all. 

And  sithen  softliclie  he  seyde  •  in  clergyes  ere, 

"  Me  were  leuer,  by  owre  lorde  •  and  I  lyue  shulde,  200 

Haue  pacience  perfitlich  ■  J)an  half  \\  \  akke  of  bokes  !  " 

IT  Clergye  to  conscience  •  no  congeye  wolde  take,  ciei-gywiii 

not  sav  farewell 

But  seide  ful  sobreliche  •  "  jjow  shalt  se  J)e  tyme,  to  him. 

Whan   flow  art  wery  for-walked    •   wihie  me   to  con- 
saille."  204 

H  "]?at  is  sotli,"  seyde  conscience  •  "  so  me  god  helpe  !    Conscience  ami 

Clergy  togetliiT 

If  pacience  be  OAvre  partyng  felawe  •  and  pryne  with  vs  might  reform  u.e 

world. 

bothe, 
There  nj^s  wo  in  pis  w^orlde  •  Jjat  we  ne  shulde  amende, 
And  confourmcn  Kynges  to  pees  '  and  al  kynnes  londes, 
Sarasenes  and  surre  •  and  so  forth  alle  pe  iewes         209 
Turne  in-to  fie  trcAve  feithe  •  and  in-til  one  liyleue." 
IT  "  bat  is  sotli,"  C|?/od  derive  •  "  I  se  what  bow  nienest,  ciergy  says  he 
I  shal  dwelle  as  I  do  •  my  dcuore  to  sheAven,  212 

And  conformen  fauntekynes  •  and  other  folke  ylered,  [FoI. 556] 

Tyl  pacience  liaue  prcued  }je  •  and  parflte  fe  maked." 

192.  a]  veil  a  R.     neure']  iiere  R.  205.  seyde]  quod  WCOB. 

193.  nys]  is  CB.    \>erto]  for  so);e  W.  207.  nys]  ne  is  R  ;  is  no  COB. 

194.  ^a««Z]  Hadde  WCOB.     May-  20%.  al   hjnnes]    alle    kynnes   W; 
dcleiyne]  marie  magdeleyne  R  ;  Man-  alle  kynne  R  ;  al  kyns  O. 

deleyne  W.  209.  Sarasenes]  And  Sarasynes  R. 

195.  do]  da  C.  surre]  al  Surrie  B  ;  surry  C  ;  Surrie 

197.  yazafilaclum']  Gazophilacium      R.     j^e]  R  om. 

W;  gazofilaciuOT  R.  210.  Turne]   Turnen  R;  Torne   C. 

198.  fyrst]  0  vm.  one']  cure  B. 

199.  softUche]   sothliche  CB.  212,  deuore:]  deuoir  WCOB  ;  deuer 

201.  }5i]  this  CB.  R. 

202.  to]  of  W;  and  R.  213.  conformen]   so  in  R;  confer- 
204.    for-walked]     of-walked     W.     men  WCO  ;  confirmen  B  ;  cf.  I.  208. 

icUne]  M'ille  W.  214.  preued]  serued  O. 


222  COXSCIEXCE    AXD    PATIENCE    MEET    A    MINSTREL.       [PASS.  XIII. 

Conscience  and      ^  Conscience  |30  Tvitli  pacience  passed  ■  i^ilgrymes  as  it 

Piiticnce  set  out 

as  pilgrims.  WCie. 

]?anne  had   pacience,  as  p^dgrynies  han  •  in  his  poke 
vittailles,  216 

Sobrete,  and  syniple  speche  •  and  sothfaste  byleue, 
To  conforte  hym  and  conscience  •  if  ])ey  come  in  place 
Jjere  vnkyndenesse  and  coueytise  is  •  hungrye  contiees 
bothe. 
Soon  tiiey  meet      5F  And  as  jjci  Went  by  jje  weye  •  of  dowel  fiei  carped  ; 

Willi  a  minstrel. 

j)ei  mette  with  a  mynstral  •  as  nie  ])o  pou^te.  221 

Pacience   apposed  hym   fyiste  ■  and    preyed    hym   he 

sholde  hem  telle 
To   conscience,   what   crafte  he   couthe   •   an   to   Avliat 

contree  he  wolde. 
^  "  I  am  a  mynstral,"  q»od  Jiat  man  •  "  my  name  is 

actiua  vita :  224 

Alle  ydel  ich  hatye  •  for  of  actyf  is  my  name. 
A  wafrere,  wil  je  wite  *  and  serue  many  lordes, 
And  fewe  robes  I  fonge  •  or  furred  gounes.  227 

Couthe  I  lye  to  do  men  laughe  ■  }?anne  lacchen  I  shulde 
Other  mantel  or  money  •  amonges  lordes  mynstralle.g. 
Ac  for  I  can  neither  tabre  ne  trompe  •  ne  telle  none 

gestes, 
Farten,  ne  fythelen  •  at  festes,  ne  harpen, 
lape  ne  iogly  •  ne  gentlych  pype,  232 

Xe  noyther  sailly  ne  saute  •  ne  synge  Avith  jjc  gyterne, 
I  liaue  none  gode  gyftes  •  of  pise  grete  lordes. 


Patience  asks 
liim  who  lie  is. 


"  I  am  actira- 
vita,"  he  says, 
*'  a  wafer-seller. 


Because  I  can 
play  neither  on 
labour,  trump, 
nor  i)ipe, 


I  get  no  gifts. 


21.5.  passed'}  passij?  B. 

219.  hnngnje  cotitrecs~\  hongercon- 
ti-e)-es  R. 

220.  ])<;>']   {je  W.     of\    and  of  R. 
\ci  (2)]  R  vm.     carped'\  carpcdeu  0. 

221.  mctte']  metten  RO.    mynstral'] 
iiiiiii.strale  R.     ]>o']  B  via. 

222.  fi/vste]  )joo  0.  hym  (2)]  CB  om. 

225.  Alle'\  Aud  alle  O.     ydcl']  ydel- 
uesse  W.     of]  0  om. 

226.  wil]  wol  WCB  ;  wello  1!. 

227.  And]  IC;  A  B. 


228.  Couthe']  Coude  R.     lye']  lee  C. 
to]  and  R. 

229.  money]  mone  R.    mynstralles] 
or  mynstrals  W. 

230.  Ac']  And  C.     tahre]   taborne 
C.      none^  no  WO  ;  noon  C. 

232.  CB  am.     iogly]  logele  WO ; 
iangele  R. 

233.  sailly]  saille  WO;  sayle  RB. 
sante]   sautre  C. 

234.  none]  no  WO  ;  na  C.     ]>ise] 
Y\%  RC. 


PASS.  XUI.]  IIAUKYX,    THE    WAFERER    AND    MINSTREL.  223 

For  no  bred  jpat  I  brynge  forth  "  saue  a  bcneson  on  Jje  save  a  uicBsins  on 

Sunday. 

.Sunday, 
Whan  Ipe  prest  preyetli  ]>q  peple  •  her  ixder-noster  to 

bidde  236 

For  peres  |)e  plowman  •  and  Jjut  hyni  profile  wayten. 
And  ]jat  am  I,  actyf  •  |)at  ydehiesse  hatye,  i  ii^ie  idleness. 

For  alle  trewe  t/'auaillours  •  and  tilieres  of  Jje  erthe ; 
Fro  mychehuesse  to  mychehnesse  •  I  fynde  hem  Avith 

"wafres.  240 

IF  Beggeres  and  bidderes  ■  of  my  bred  crauen,  Kegf^ar?,  friars, 

and  tlie  pope 

Faitoures  and  freres  •  and  folke  with  brode  croimes.         have  bread  tVcm 


me. 


I  fynde  payne   for  Jje   pope  •  and   proiiendre   for   his 

palfrey, 
And  I  hadde  neuere  of  hym  •  haue  god  my  treuthe,  244; 
Xoither  j^rouendre  ne  jjarsonage  •  3ut  of  Jje  popis  3ifte, 
Saue  a  pardon??,  with  a  peys  of  led  •  and  two  pollis 

amydde  ! 
Hadde  iclie  a  clerke  fat  couthe  write  •  I  wolde  caste  The  pope  ougiit 

to  send  me  a 

hym  a  bille,  cure  for  tiie 

pestilence. 

)3at  he  sent  me  vnder  his  seel  •  a  salue  for  fe  pesti- 
lence, 248 
And  jjat  his  blessyng  &  his  bnlles  •  bocches  mi3te  de- 
stroye : 

In  nomine  meo  demonia  [_eicienf\,  cj*  super  er/ros  Marie  xvj.  it,  is. 
manus  imponent,  ^  bene  hahehunt. 
And  ])anne  wolde  I  be  prcst  to  Tfe]  peple  •  paste  for  to 

make. 
And  buxome  and  busy  •  aboute  bred  and  dryuke 

235.  hri/nge']  brou^t  R.  246.    peys']    payes    C.       amydiJi] 

236.  preyeth']    preclies  C  ;   p?rchi}5     amyddes  W. 

B.  247.  idle]  ech  C  ;  ich  WR. 

237.  2>eres]  pier  C.     ]pat]  }po  j^at  B.  248.  sent]  sende  B.     In  margin  of 
wayten]  wayteth  RB.  E — laus  &  vis  Indulgenciar?/?;/. 

238.  am  I]  I  am  CROB.  249.    And]    R   om.      ]>at]    B    om. 

239.  For]  Of  R.     )>e]  COB  om.  hoccJies    m^te]     my^te     bocches     0. 

240.  with]  v;\]p  my  W  ;  0  om.  {eicient]  so  in  WCROB  ;  eiciunt  L. 

241.  hidderesihWdavm^.  250.  [_]>e  WCROB]   L  om.    j^cste] 
243.  2)rouendre]  prouende  B.                paast  W  ;  past  B. 

245.  ]}e]  W  om.     -^Ifte]  ^iftes  R.  251.  bii.^y]  bisy  be  B. 


224  ALL    LOXDOX    LIKES    HAUKYX's    ■WAFERS.  [PASS.  XIIT. 

For  hpn  and  for  alle  his  •  fonde  I  J)at  his  pardou«  252 
JMijtc  lechen  a  man  ■  as  I  bileue  it  shuMe. 
Surely  the  pope     For  sith  he  hatli  Jje  powere  •  jjat  j^eter  hyni-self  hadde, 
the  salve!  He  liath  ])G  potte  with  pe  sahie  •  sothly,  as  me  pinketh  : 

[Foi.  56.]  Argentum  (^  aurum  non  est  riiilii ;  quod  autem 

haheo,  \}ioc\  tihi  do  ;  in  nomine  domini,  surge 
S)'  canlmla. 
Perhaps  men  are    ^  Ac  if  mijtc  of  miracle  hjm  faille  •  it  is  for  men  hen 

not  worthv!  r>r;/» 

nou3t  worthy  iob 

To  haue  Jie  grace  of  god  •  &  no  gylte  of  J»e  pope. 
For  may  no  hlyssyng  done   vs   bote  •  but  if  we  wil 

amende, 
]S[e  mannes  masse  make  pees  •  amonges  cristene  peple, 
Tyl  prnyde  bo  pnrelich  fordo  *  and  J)at  Jiourgh  payn 

dcfaute.  260 

I  have  to  work      %  For  ar  I  haue  bred  of  mele  •  ofte  mote  I  swete, 

h.ird  at  baiting. 

And  ar  fie  corinDic  haue  corne  ynough  •  many  a  coJde 

mornynge ; 
So,  ar  my  Avafres  ben  ywrou^t  •  moche  wo  I  tholye. 
All  London  lilies    «[[  Alle  Londouw  I  Isue  •  liketh  wel  my  wafres,  2G4 

my  waters. 

And  lowren  whan  pel  lakken  [itom] — •  it  i.'S  nou3t  longe 

yjiassed, 
)5ere  was  a  earful  coniune  •  whan  no  carte  come  to  tonne 
There  was  a         AVith  [bake]  bred  fro  stretfortli  •  bo  gan  bcggeres  wepe, 

dearth  there  .... 

And  werkmen   were  agasto  a  litcl  •  fus  wil  be  jjon^te 
longe.  208 

2o2.  ;/;.s- (1)J  hisse  C;  hi.?e  B.  262.  tir]   er  WCOB.     o]   COB  om. 

25.3.  7]  B  ojii.     it]  O  om.  colde\  calde  C. 

2o4.  Si\ili\  sethe  \\.  263.     ar]    er    WCOB.       ywroK^O 

25.5.  kf7f/i]  hase  C.     poftc]  poot  B.  wrought  COB.     n-o]  wa  C. 
[Iioc  RO]  LWCB  om.     in— domini]  O         26-t.  Alle]  Al  (printed  At)  W  ;  x\.l 

om.  COB. 

2.->6.  Ar]  And  C.     hen]  beth  R.  265.  CB  omit.     [Item  WR]  it  LO. 

257.  \:e   (1)]     no    R.      pe   (2)]    W         267.   [hnke  R]LWCOB  om. ;   but  it 
om.  improves  the  line,     stretfortli]  Strat- 

258.  For]  R  om,.     nnl]  wolen  B.  forde  WCOB ;  statforde  R.    gan]  gon- 

260.  piircUeh]  priueliche  R.     ]}at]     nen  WCO ;  guwnen  B. 

a'le  R ;  W  om.  268.     Utel]     lite    W ;    litil     COB. 

261.  B^/znf.s-.     ^/rJerWCO.     oftr']     7iv7]   wel  R.      f^ow^fij]  jroii^t  on  B. 
erst  CO. 


PASS.  XIII.]     TUE    UEAUTII    WHEN'    CHICIIESTEU    WxVS    MAYOR.  225 

In  fe  date  of  o-ttTe  dryjto  •  in  a  drye  ajiprifle,  in  Apiu,  i;7o, 

A  jjousande  and  thre  hondretli  •  tweis  tlirettj  &  ten, 

My  wafres   fere    "were   gcsen    •    Avhan    chichestre  Avas  when  chiciiestcr 

.       „  ^.-,.^...-  was  mayor." 

Maire."  271 

^  I  toke  gode  kepe,  by  cryst  •  and  conscience  botlie, 
Of  haukyn  pe  actyf  man  •  and  how  lie  was  y-clothed. 
He  hadde  a  cote  of  crystendome  ■  as  holykirke  bileueth,  i  observed  how 
Ac  it  was  moled  in  many  places  •  Avitli  many  sondri  coat  was. 

plottes, 
Of  pruyde  liere  a  plotte,  and  Ipere  a  plotte  •  of  vnboxome 

speclie,  276 

j        Of  scomyug  and  of  scoffyng  •  and  of  vnskilful  berynge,  it  was  spottca 

^"^x^L^in  aparaille  and  in  porte  •  proude  amonges  f  e  peple, 

Otlicrwyse  fan  lie  liath  •  Avith  lierte  or  sy3te  sbeAvynge  ; 

Ilym  willynge  fat  alle  men  Avciide  •  he  Avere  fat  he  is 

nou^te.  280 

For-why  he   bosteth  and  braggeth  •  AA^ith  many  bolde 

othes, 
And  in-obedient  to  ben  vndernome  '  of  any  lyf  lyuynge,  He  was  dis- 
And  so  s}Tigulere  by  hym-self  •  as  to  sy3te  of  f  e  poeple, 
^__      AVas  none  suche  as  hym-self  •  ne  none  soJj)ope]-holy, 

Y-habited  as  an  hermyte  •  an  ordre  by  hym-selue,    285  under  no  rLiie, 
Religioun  sanz  reule  *  and  resonable  obedience ; 
Lakkyng  lettred  men  ■  and  leAA'ed  men  botlie, 

2G9.  dri/c  aj)pr'de~]  druye  auci'el  R.  ye  O  ;  ei^e  B. 

270.  hondveth^  hundred  WOB  ;  280.  ivtllynge]  wilnynge  R.  trended 
hondrede  R.  thretty'\  so  also  in  R  ;  wenden  0  ;  wente  R.  noiirtc']  not  O. 
twenty  WCB  ;  twenti  0.  281.  iostcth^  bosted  C.     braggeth^ 

271.  ]pere'\  COB  om.     gesen]  gesG,nQ     bragged  C. 

WR  ;  looTis  like  gefene  iti  B,     7vas'\  283,   284.     W   has — And   noon   so 

were  R.  singuler  by  hym-self   •  ne  so   pomp 

272.  gode"]  grete  R.  holy  ;  COB  Jiare — And  so  singuler  by 

273.  hauJoj/il  in  L.  this  word  {here  hym-self  •  ne  noon  so  poppe  (sic)  holy. 
and  elsewhere)  loo?iSJ}iore  liJiehaukyn.  L  a7id  R  are  alike,  except  that  for 
y-clothed^  clothed  CB.  l^ompe  (L)  ire  find  pope  in  R,  a  read- 

274.  cote'\  Cite  (!)  C;  citee  B.  ing  n-hich  I  have  adopted.  See  Qv'iii- 
kirke']  chirche  CB.  cal  Note. 

275.  Ac']  And  C.    j'^^rtf^s]  place  R.         285.   T-habited']   In  habyte  0  ;  In 

276.  here']  hire  C  ;  he  R.  abite  B,     an  (2)]  and  C. 
279.    hath]    hym   haj)  \V.      n-ith]  286.  and]  or  W, 

wytt  B.     o)-]  and  R.     ^''g^t'']  eve  C  ; 

15 


HAUKYn's    pride    and    BOASTFULNESS.  [pass.  XIII. 


In  lykyng  of  lele  tyf  •  and  a  Iyer  in  soule  ;  288 

Witli  Inwit  and  witli  outwitt  •  ynaageuen  and  studye, 
As  best  for  his  body  be  •  to  hane  a  badde  name, 
And  entermeten  liyni  ouer-al  •  Jier  he  hath  nou3t  to  done, 
Wilnyng  ]3at  men  wende  •  his  witte  were  ]>e  best,     292 
[Or  for  his  crafty  kunnynge  •  or  of  clerkes  fe  Avisest, 
Or  streiigest  on  stede  *  or  styuest  vnder  gurdel, 
And  lonelokest  to  loken  on  •  and  lelest  of  -werkes, 
And  non  so  holy  as  be  •  ne  of  lif  clennere,  296 

Or  feyrest  of  feytures  •  of  foiirme  and  of  schafte, 
And  most  sotyl  of  songe  •  other  sleyest  of  hondcs, 
And  large  to  lene  •  losse  fere-by  to  cacche  ;] 
And  if  he  gyueth  on3te  pore  gomes  •  telle  what  he 

deleth ;  300 

Pore  of  possessiouw  •  in  purse  and  in  coflPre, 
And  as  a  lyon  on  to  loke  •  and  lordeliche  of  speche, 
IT  Baldest  of  beggeres  •  a  bostour  pat  noujt  hath, 
In  towne  and  in  tanernes  •  tales  to  telle,  304 

And  segge  finge  fat  he  neuere  seigh  •  and  for  soth 

sweren  it ; 
hoastiiiRofwhat    Of  dcdcs  bat  he  neuere  dyd  •  demcn  and  bosten, 

he  never  did, 

And  of  werkcs  pat  he  wel  dyd  •  witnesse  and  seggen — 
"  Lo  !  if  je  leue  me  nou3t  •  or  pat  I  lye  wenen,         308 
Axeth  at  hym  or  at  hym  •  and  he  3o\v  can  telle, 
Wliat  I  suffred  and  seighe  •  and  some  tymes  hadde, 
And  what  I   couth   and  knewe  •  and  what  kynne  I 

311 

cofTrcs 


a  liar  in  soul ; 


boasting  of  liis 
strength. 


good  looks. 


fi:ie  voice. 


and  liberality. 


He  was  tlio 
boldest  of 
beggars, 

[Fol.  56  6.] 


come  of.'- 

289,  With  (1)]  B  oni.  irith  (2)] 
R  (»».  ;  Crowley  also  omits,  tvith 
oiitirift']  with  oute  wit  C. 

21)0.  iMfh/t'l  l)ol(lc  R. 

291.  to"]  do  v.. 

292.  Mllni/i>>/}  Willynge  WCB  ; 
wilnynge  R. 

293—299.  In  R  onli/  ;  yetfoiinrl  in 
the  C-text  in  a  different  jyart  of  the 
poem;  see  Critical  Note. 

300.  gi/iteth'\  gyuc  0 ;  gj'fues  C. 
pori'']  to  pouc?/-e  W  ;  the  pouere  CB. 
telle]  til  C  ;  tcllijj  B.     (leletli]  delct  C. 


301.  coffrr']  cofro  ho\>Q  W 
bothe  COB. 

302.  on'\  R  om.  ;  vppon  B. 

303.  Baldest']^o\<^e&i^YQRO\^.    a] 
as  a  B. 

305.    segge]    saies   C.      seigh]    er 
sawe  C  ;  sau^  B. 

307.  segge7i]  siggen  W. 

308.  y-]  \>on  OB  ;  tliow  C.     n-enen] 
see  wenen  B. 

310.  What]    Wiian    C.        tgwes] 
tym  C.     . 

311.  Ineire]  knowc  C. 


PASS.  XIII.]     HAUICYN    IS    SOILED    WITH    WRATH    AND    ENVY.  227 

Al  he  wolde  jjat  men  wiste  •  of  werkes  and  of  wordes,      wisiiing  men  to 

.  L  1  ,  I  1  1  know  him. 

\\  Inch    1113-310    iilese    ]je    pcple    •    and    i^raysen   liym- 

selueii :  313 

/*'  Si  homiidhus  placerem,  Christi  seruus  non  cssem  ;  Gai.  i.  lo. 

J- 

^  Et  alibi :  nemo  potest  daohus  dominis  sendre.       Mat.  vi.  21. 

IF   "  Bi   criste,"   qz<od   conscience  fo    •   "  jji  Lest  cote, 

liaukyn, 

Hath  many  moles  and  spottes  •  it  moste  ben  ywasshe." 

^  "  3e,  Avho  so  toke  hede,"  q?<od  haukyn  •  "  byhynde  Haukyn  admits 

his  coat  is 

and  bifore,  316  soiled. 

What  on  bakke  and  what  on  bodyhalf  •  &  by  fe  Iavo 

sydes, 
]\Ien  sholde  fynde  many  fronnces  '  and   many  foule 

plottes." 
IT  And  he  torned  hym  as  tyte  ■  and  Jeanne  toke  I  hede, 
It  was  fouler  by  felefolde  •  fan  it  firste  semed.  320  i  saw  that  it 

It  was  bidropped  Avith  Avratthe  •  and  wikked  wille,  wrath,  en vr. 

With  enuye  and  yuel  speche  ■  entysyng  to  fyjte, 
Lyinge  and  laughynge  •  and  leue  tonge  to  chyde ; 
__A1  Jiat  he  wist  wykked  •  by  any  AYi3te,  tellen  it,       324 


And  blame  men  bihynde  her  bakke  •  and  bydden  lieni  aiKi  slander. 

meschaunce  ; 
And  bat  he  wist  bi  wille  •  tellen  it  watte,  He  toui  wiu's 

.       ,  .  .,,..,„  faults  to  Wat, 

And  pat  watte  Aviste  •  Aville  vn&iQ  it  alter. 

And  made  of-frendes  foes  •  f»orugh  a  false  tonge,      328 

"  Or    with    my3te    of   moiithe    •    or    forugh    niannes 

strengthe 
Anenge  me  fele  tymes  •  other  frete  niy-sehie 

312.  of  (2y]  R  o;«.  323.  lAjinge]  Ly3ynge  R.      laugh- 

313.  hy7>i,-seliie)i^  hem-seluen  CEO.     ynge]  lakkynge  R  (which  is  2><^>'h(/ps 

315.  it^  and  B,  ymasshe']  y^vasshen     the  trite  reading'),     and  leue']  a  lef 
C  ;  ywaischen  B  ;   ywasschid  0  ;  wa-     E  ;  and  leef  0. 

schen  R.  324.   \iat']   the  that  C.      tellcti]  to 

316.  3^]  3he  0  ;  366  B.  tellen  B. 

317.  and']  C  om.     tvhat]   RO  om.         326.  it]  it  to  ROB. 

lodghalf]  bodye  CB.     two]  to  R.  328.  of]  B  om.   pon/gh]  throught  C. 

319.  fgtc]  tit  CB;  tijt  O ;  tyd  W.  329.    of]    or   vfith   W.      mannes] 

320.  felefolde]  felfolde  R.  mennes  W. 

322.  envye]  cueuye  R.  330.  Anenge]  Auenged  R. 


228 


HAUKYN's    MELANCnOLY    AND    LECHERY.  [PASS.  XIII. 


or  else  fretted 
himself  like  a 
pair  of  shears. 


I'i.  X.  7. 

Ts.  Ivi.  5  (Vulg.)- 


Haukyn  confesses 
that  no  one 
trusts  him. 


"In  illness  I 
trust  to  a  witch 
of  Southwark  or 
Shoreditch," 
he  said. 


Then  I  saw  that 
his  coat  was 
soiled  with 

LECHERY, 

IFol.  57.] 


"Wyth-inne,  as  a  sliepster  .sliere  ; " — •  •  I-slirewed  men  & 

cursed  ! 

Cuius  maledicclonc  os  pUmim  est,  ij-  amaritudine; 

sub  lingua  eius  luhor  ^*  dolor  : 
^'  alibi:  filij  Iwminum,  denies  eorum  arma  Sf 
sagitte,  ^'  lingua  eorum  gladins  acutus : — 
H  "pcre  is  no  lyf  fat  I  louye  •  last;yaig  any  -while,   332 
For  tales  fat  I  telle  •  no  man  trustetli  to  me, 
Aiid  whan  I  may  iioii^t  hane  fe  maistrye  •  witA  malen- 

colye  I  take, 
pat  I  cacche  fe  crompe  •  fe  cardiacle  some  tyme, 
Or  an  ague  in   suche   an  angre  •  and   some   tyrae   a 

feure,  336 

))at  taketli  rac  al  a  t-welf-moneth  •  tyl  fat  I  dispyse 
Lechecrafte  [of]  0A\Te  lorde  •  and  leue  on  a  wicche, 
And  segge,  fat  no  clerke  lie  can  '  ne  cryste,  as  I  leue, 
To  fe   souter  of  southwerke  •  or  of  shordyche  dame 

emnie !  340 

And  segge,  fat  no  goddcs  worde  •  gaf  me  neuere  bote. 
But  forw  a  charnie  had  I  chaunce  *  &  my  chief  hole ! " 
H  I  wayted  wisloker  •  and  f aiine  v.'as  it  soiled 
"With  lykyng  of  lecherye  •  as  by  lokyng  of  his  eye.   344 
For  vche  a  mayde  fat  he  mette  •  he  made  hir  a  signe 
Semynge  to-sjoine-ward  •  and  some  tyme  he  gan  taste 
Aboute  f  e  mouth,  or  bynethe  •  bygynneth  to  grope, 
Tyl  eytheres  -wille  waxeth  keiie  *  and  to  f  e  werke  3cdeu, 


.S.'Jl.  sliepster']  shepsteres  WO; 
shapsteris  B.  /-]  In  B.  me?i'\  man 
W  ;  cf .  C-Text.  4'  (1)]  R  oni.  labor 
4"  dolor']  Sec  COB.  cj'  alibi — acutiis] 
R  0111.    gladivs  acntns]  &c  0. 

I]:')2.  /  loinje]  I  loue  KC  ;  me  louef 
AV. 

334.  ivMlt]  which  R  ;  swich  "W. 

335.  ],r,  (2)]  and  \i(i  W. 

336.  ague]  aguwe  B.  snelie]  swich 
WOO. 

337.  taheth]  hit  holde>  B. 

338.  \_of  WCOB]  or  LR  ;  but  the 
line  is  marked  for  corrcctiori  in  L. 


339.  aegge]  se}'e  "\VB  ;  sepgej?  O. 

340.  shordyche]  sordich  O. 

341.  .<;p,^/7c]  seye  WB  ;  save;  segge  f 
O.  no]  none  of  B.  ivorde']  B  om. 
gaf  me]  ^auen  B. 

343.  icislohcr]  bisiloker  CB.  ]}anne 
ivas]  that  C.     it  soiled]  I-soyled  R. 

344.  as  by]  and  by  CO;  and  B. 
his]  m}Ti  R.  Here  folloivs  the  catch- 
irord  in  L — for  echo  a  mayde  fat  he 
mctte. 

345.  signe]  syngne  R. 
348.  eytheres]  either  C. 


PASS.  XIII.]  IIIS    AVARICE    AXD    CHEATING    TRICKS.  229 

As   Avel    in   fastyng-days   &   frydayes    *   and    forboden 
ny^tcs ;  349 

And  as  wel  in  lente  as  oute  of  lente  •  alle  tymes  ylyclie, 
Suclie  werkes  with  liem  •  [were]  neuere  oute  of  sesou?^ ;  which  with  him 

was  never  out 

Tyl  jjei  niy3te  namore  •  and  panne  liad  merye  tales,  352  of  season. 

And  how  fat  lechonres  louyen  •  lau3en  an  iapen, 

And  of  her  harlotrye  and  horedome  •  in  her  elde  tellen. 

IT  Thanne  pacience  parceyued  •  of  poyntes  [of]  his  cote,  H's  c^t  was 

also  soiled  with 

AYas  cohny  J?orw  coueityse  •  and  v[n]kynde  desyrynge ;  avarice. 

More  to  good  Jjan  to  god  *  pe  gome  his  loue  caste,    357 

And  ymagyned  how  •  he  it  my^te  haue 

AVith  false  mesures  and  mette  •  and  with  false  witncsse  :  '"-''^^  measures, 

and  false  witness. 

Lened  for  loue  of  j)e  wedde  •  and  loth  to  do  trcutho, 

And  awaited  porwgh  Avhich  •  Avey  to  bigile,  3G1 

And  menged  his  marchaundyse    '   and  made   a  gode 

moustre ; — 

"  )3e  Avorste  with-in  was  •  a  gret  Avitte  I  lete  hit, 

And  if  my  neighbore  had  any  hyne  •  or  any  beste  elles,  "if  my  neigh- 
bour had  what 

More  profitable  pan  myne  *  many  sleightes  I  made,  3G5  i  wanted,"  said 

HoAV  i  myjte  haue  it  "  al  my  witte  I  caste, 

And  but  I  it  had  by  other  Avaye  •  atte  laste  I  stale  it, 

Or  pryniliche  his  purse  shoke  •  vnpiked  his  lokkes,   3G8 

Or  by  ny3t  or  by  day  •  aboute  AA'as  ich  euere, 

}3orAA'gh  gyle  to  gadren  •  pe  good  J)at  ich  haue. 

349.  in']  E  o?ii.  ^5']  as  COB.  and]  vnhjndc]  vk}n:le  L  ;  hut  mavliccl  for 
as  W.  correction. 

350.  as  (1)]  also  B.  we^  lef  E.  3o9.  mesures]  mesure  O.  mette] 
lente]  leynten  B  (tnnce).  met  WCO. 

351.  Suche^  Swiche  WCO  ;  Seche  3(50.  for]  it  for  0.  n-edile]  weed  B. 
B.  hem]  hj-m  C.  [^wcre  WRCB]  361.  aivaited]  I  awaytede  0  ;  way- 
Averen  O  ;  Avas  L.  tid  B.    ovhich]  whitws  R.     ney]  v;eyns 

352.  Jiad]  hadde  E ;  hadde/i  OB  ;  E.     to]  he  mA'^te  best  B. 
W  om.  303.  a]  O  om. 

353.  lecJioures]      leccherous      C.         364.  if]  CO  om.     any]  an  E. 
lauyn]    laAve/i   E.      iajfen]     lapeng         367.  I]  if  I  E.   it]  COB  om.   other] 
{sic)  C.  ooj^er  W  ;  a-noj^er  B. 

354.  And — harlotrye]  Or  herlotrie  3G3.  shoke]  schoke  E  ;  shook  \VC 
E.     in]  and  in  R.  0 ;  shok  B.     vnjilked]  and  A'npikede 

355.  [fl/WCOBJ  LEora.  ^Y. 

356.  Was]soinT:?.COV,;  ThatM^erc  3G0.  Or]  Other  E  (tivlce). 
W.     colmij]   colomy  "WC ;    culmy  O. 
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AT    MASS,    HAUKYX    MOURNS    OYER    HIS    LOSSES.    [PASS.  XIII. 


In  ploughing,  I     U  3if  I  3ede  to  J3e  plow  •  I  pynclied  so  narwe, 
iiis  field.  Jpat  a  fote  londe  or  a  fonve  •  fecclien  I  wolde,  373 

Of  my  nexte  neiglibore  •  nymen  of  his  erthe  ; 
And  if  [I]  rope,  ouer-reche  •  or  3af  hem  red  fat  ropen, 
To  seise  to  me  Avith  her  sykel  ■  pat  I  ne  sewe  neure. 
IF  And  Avho  so  [borwed]  of  me  •  a"bon[3]te  j?e  tyme,  37G 
With  presentes  priucHche  •  or  payed  so??mie  certej-ne. 
I  was  sure  to  win  So,  "wakle  he  Or  non3t  wokle  he  •  Avyunen  I  Avolde  ; 

from  liiin. 

And  bo  the  to  kyth  and  to  kyn  •  vnkynde  of  ]>a.t  ich 

hadde. 
I  made  men  who    ^  And  who  SO  chepcd  my  chaffare  ■  chiden  I  -wokle, 
paytcomucii.       Eut  he  profred  to  paye  •  a  peny  or  tweyne  381 

More  fan  it  was  worth  •  and  jet  wokle  I  swere, 
}pat  it  coste  me  moche  more  •  swore  manye  othes. 
IT  In  halydayes  at  holicherche  *  whan  icli  herde  masse, 
Hadde  [I]  neuere  wille,  wot  god  •  witterly  to  biseche 
Mercye  for  my  mysdedes  •  fat  I  ne  morned  more     386 
For  losse  of  gode,  leue  me  •  fan  for  my  lykames  giltes 
As  if  I  had  dedlj^  sjnme  done ;   •  I  dred  noujt  fat  so 

sore,  388 

As  when  I  lened  and  lened  it  lost  •  or  longe  ar  it  wore 

payed. 
So  if  I  kydde  any  kyndenesse  •  myn  euen-cristenc  to 

lielpe, 


At  mass,  I  only 
mourned  over  my 
losses. 


[H.!.  57  '-.] 


371.  2?ynehecr\  puched  C;  pikici  B. 

372.  fccehen  J]  fecche  Ich  E. 

373.  374.  nymen — recite]  R  om. 
nymcTi]  aud  m-men  W.  [7  WCOB] 
L  om.  7vj)c]  so  in  C  ;  repe  WO  ; 
ripye  B.  oncr-reclie']  y  ouerreche  B. 
"'■]  or  {printed  of)  W;  &  0.  red'] 
reed  WO  ;  rede  R.  roiJen]  repen  EB. 
Line  374  is  marked  for  correction  i7i 
L. 

375.  To]  And  COB.  seise']  soysed 
B.     Aer]  my  COB.     ne]  OB  om. 

376.  Iborn-ed  WR]  bonveth  LCOB. 
alwie^te]  he  bou^te  B  ;  miswritten 
aboiite  in  LR. 

377.  jvesentes]  present  CB. 

378.  walde  he]  so  in  R ;  wolde  he 


COB  ;  he  wolde  W.  /le  (2)]  R  om. 
noie^t — he']  he  nolde  COB. 

381.  to]  me  to  COB. 

383.  7«c]  R  om.  sivore]  and  so 
swoor  W  ;    &  swore  O'B. 

38-t.  In']  On  W.  at]  in  0  ;  and 
CB.     herde]  here  0. 

385.  [J  WCOB]  LR  om. ;  hut  the 
line  is  marked  in  L.  neuere]  nere 
R. 

387.  For]  For  (2)ri?ited  Nor)  W. 
7iiy]  R  om.     giltes]  gilte  CB. 

388.  As]  And  C.  dred']  dredde 
WO  ;  drede  CB  ;  dradde  R. 

389.  lened— it  (1)]  haue  lent  hit 
and  is  B.    and]  CO  om.    were]  be  B. 


PASS.  XIII.]  HE    CONFESSES    ALSO    HIS    GLUTTOXY.  231 

Ypoii  a  cruel  coueityse  •  myii  hertc  gan  liange. 

And  if  I  sent  ouer  see  •  my  seruauntz  to  Bruges,      392  if  i  sent  my 

Or  in-to  Pruslonde  my  preiitys  •  my  profit  to  wayten, 

To  mai-cliaunden  ■\vitli  monoye  •  and  maken  her  es- 

chaunges, 
INIijte  neuere  me  confortc  •  in  fie  mene  tyme, 
iS"oither  messe  ue  matynes  •  ne  none  manere  si3tes,  396  i  kept  thinking? 

about  my  liiir- 

JNe  neuere  penaunee  periourned  •  ne  jjafer-noster  seyde,  gains  at  prayer- 
]3at  my  mynde  ne  was  more  •  on  my  gode,  in  a  doute, 
)?an  in  fe  grace  of  god  •  and  his  grote  helpes  : 

Vbi  tliesaurus  tuus,  ihl  ^'  cor  tuum."  Mat.  vi.  ii. 

[3et  [fe]   glotou?i  with  grete  othes  •  his  [garnement] 

hadde  soyled,  400 

And  foule  he-flobered  it  •  as  with  fals  speche  ; 
J3ere  no  nede  ne  Avas  •  [tok]  godes  name  an  Idel, 
Swore  )?ere-by  swithe  ofte  •  and  al  by-swatte  his  cote. 
And   more   mete   ete   and   dronke    •   Jjen   kende  mi3t  N^^t  Haukyn 

defie—  404  '""'''^^''''^ '''' 

(.leilB  '±\J±     GLUTTONY, 

''And   kau3te   seknesse   sum-tyme    •   for  my  sorfetes  ''"'^ '' '"  ^'''"'''"■• 

ofte  j 
And  jjanne  I  dradde  to  deye  •  in  dedlich  synne  " — 
}pat  in-to  wanhope  he  [worthe]  •  and  wende  nau3t  to  be 

saued, 
J5e   Avhiche  is   sleuthe   so   slow   •   fat  may  no   slithes 

helpe  it,  408 

391.  a]  0  om.    hertc^  consience  R.     it  is  given  in  the  Critical  Note. 

392.  v/]  0  om.  sac]  sehe  0.  ser-  400.  [K']  mvst  he  inserted ;  R  om. 
■?/rtK?Ji'c;]  seruaunt  B.  \jiarnemtiik'\  mismrltten  granement ; 

393.  Pruslonde']  pruys  loude  R  ;  l)nt  garnement  (  =  garment)  is  right. 
Pruce  lond  W  ;  spruce  land  {sic')  C.  402.     }pere'\    misn-rlttcn    As    \>&ve, 

394.  marchaunden]  marchaundisen  ivhich  is  nonsense  :  it  is  rei)eated 
B.  monoye']  so  in  R  ;  moueie  AVCOB.  from  Pass.  V.  1.  377,  which  see.  [toJt~] 
eschannges]  chaunges  R.  mvst  be  inserted ;  R  om. 

395.  neuere]  neve  B,.  tgme]  while  404.  Jeende]  such  is  the  nsval  sjjell- 
"W.  ing  in  R,  wherever  L  has  kynde. 

396.  none]  no  RC.  s'lT^tes]  sliytes  405.  sorfetes]  mlswrittcn  forfetes  ; 
R.  hut  sense  and  alliteration  decide  it. 

398.  on]  in  R.    a]  0  om.  407.    [ivorthe']    mlswrittcn   wrathe 

399.  Vbi']  Vbi  est  R.  in  R. 

400 — 409.  In  'R  only,  and  the  text  408.  slithes]  a  better  sj)elHng  Is 
is  corrujjt.     The  reason  for  inserting     slei3tes  (  =  sleights)  ;  cf.  1.  Slio. 
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THE    SEVERAL    BRAXCIIES    OF    SLOTH.  [PASS.  XIII. 


Tlie  liranclies  of 
Sloth. 


V.  ith  the  sloth- 
ful, every  day  is 
a  holiday. 


i^e  no  mercy  ameiiden  •  fse  man  Jiat  so  deyetli.] 

^  "Which  ben  ]>g  braunches  •  jjat  biyngetli  a  man  to 

sleuth?  410 

[ly  "whajnie  a  man]  morneth  noii^te  for  his  mysLledes  • 

ne  maheth  no  sorwe, 
Ac  penaunce  Jjat  fe  prest  enioigneth  •  perfoninctli  ynel. 
Doth  none  almes-dede  •  dret  hym  of  no  s}'nno,         413 
Lyueth  a3ein  J}3  bileue  •  and  no  lawe  holdeth  ; 
■  Vch  day  is  halid;iy  with  hym  •  or  an  heigh  ferj^e ; 
And  if  he  au3te  Avole  here  •  it  is  an  harlotes  tonge.  416 
AVhan  men  carpeth  of  cryst  •  or  of  clennesse  of  soule, 
He  wcxeth  wroth  &  wil  non3te  here  •  bnt  wordes  of 

myrthe. 
Ha  hates  to  hear    Penannce  and  pore  men  •  and  pe  passiou?z  of  seyntes 
ti!e  saint's.  He  hateth  to  here  jrere-of  •  and  alle  ])at  it  telleth.    420 

]pise  ben  jjc  braunches,  beth  war  •  J:at  brjTigeth  a  man 

to  wanliope  ! 
3e  lordes  and  ladycs  '  and  legates  of  holicherche, 
}2at  fedetli  foles  sagos  •  fii.tereres  and  lycres,  423 

And  ban  likynge  to  lythen  hem  •  to  do  30W  to  lawghe  3 
Luke  vi.  25.  Ve  vohis  qui  rideiis,  ^-c.  : 

And   3iucth   hem   mete   and   Mede   •  and   pore   men 

refuse, 
In  30wre  deth-deyinge  '  I  drede  mc  ful  sore, 


410.  WJiIcJi']  Ac  whiche  E.  hryng- 
efh]  bryngen  WOB  ;  brynges  C. 

411.  [/s  ovluinne  a  man  0]  Is  whan 
man  B  ;  lie  J;at  W  ;  LEG  have  tlie 
extraordinary  false  reading  His  wo- 
man ;  hvf,  fortunately,  the  C-Text 
helps  vs  out.  (Is  =  it  is,  as  else- 
where.)    mysdedes']  dedis  0. 

412.  Ac']  AndWRC.  enioigneth'] 
onioj'ned  B.  perfournctli  ynel]  p<?;'- 
foniK!  hij  nylk')j  B  ;  i)i'r?'fo?r/'ned  C. 

413.  Doili]  Doos  C.  almes-dede] 
almesse  W.  dret]  drat  E  ;  drcd  W  ; 
drede  CB  ;  dredij?  0. 

414.  holdethl,  haldes  C. 

415.  Vch — ?.s]  Ece  day  or  lie  C; 
Eclic  day  or  echo  B.     h]  is  an   O. 


ovlth  hym]  0  om.     o?-]  &  O  ;  as  B. 

417.  U7m?t]  And  wlia/me  O.  ea7-j)- 
cth]  cari^en  WCOB.  of  (2)]  COB  om. 
soule]  saule  C  ;  soules  W. 

418.  wexeth]  waxes  C  ;  waxijj  B. 

419.  and  (1)]  of  W.  \^e]  O  om. 
2}assioun]  possessioura  C. 

421.  heth]  be  CB. 

422,  ^e]  \ie  E  ;  also  E  reiyeats  ]p& 
lordes.  cherche]  cherches  II ;  kirce 
C. 

^2"^.  foles]  fole  E.  sages]  ^■^'g:e  O. 
lyeres]  leers  C. 

424.  han]  base  C.  lytheti]  hcren 
B  ;  listem  {sic)  C.     to  (ii)]  R  om. 

42G. /w7]  E  om. 


PASS.   XIII.]  THE    POOR    ARE    GOD's    MINSTRELS.  233 

Lest  po  tlire  maner  men  •  to  moche  sorwe  30W  Lrynge : 

Goiisencientes  S;  agentes  2)ari  pena  xninientur. 
Patriarkes   &  prophetes   •   and   preclioures   of  goddes  Preachers  save 

men's  souls, 

wordes  428 

Saiieu  J)orw  her  sarmou?t  •  manues  soule  fram  liclle ; 
liijt  so  flater[er]es  and  foles  •  aren  jje  fendes  disciples,     but  n.-ittei-crs  are 
lo  entice  men  porw  her  tales  •  to  synne  and  harlotrye.    disciples. 
Ac  clerkes  jjat  knowen  holywryt  •  shulde  kenne  lordes, 
What  dauid  seith  of  snche  men  •  as  fie  santer  telletli  : 

Noil  habitahit  in  medio  damns  mee,  qui  faclt  Ps. c.  7  (Vuig.). 
superl)i(xm  ^'  qui  loquitur  iniqua  : 
Shulde  none  harlote  haue  audience  '   m  halle  ne  in 

chambres, 
Jjere  wise  men  were  •  "witnesseth  goddes  wordes ;      435 
^e  no  mysproude  man  •  amonges  lordes  ben  allowed. 
[^  Clerkes  and  kni3tes  •  welcometh  kynges  ministrales,  cierks  welcome 
And  for  loue  of  fe  lorde  *  lithe  th  hem  at  festes  ;  mTnstl^is! 

Muche  more,  me  thenketli  •  riche  men  schulde 
Haue  beggeres  byfore  hem   •  fe  whiche  ben  goddes  so  also  the  ricu 

.     .   ,       1  i  I  r\    should  welcome 

ministraies,  44:0  beggars. 

As  he  seyth.  hym-self  •  seynt  lohan  bereth  witnesse  : 

Qui  vos  spernif,  vie  spernit.  Lui:e  x.  le. 

For-thi  I  rede  30W  riche  *  reueles  whan  30  maketh  Ye  rich,  entertain 

T  •     •    i      1  T  God's  minstrels, 

Tor  to  solace  30ure  soules  *  suche  ministrales  to  haue  ;     the  poor, 

Jje  pore,  for  a  fol  sage  *  syttynge  at  |)e  hey3  table,     444 

And  a  lered  man,  to  lere  be  •  what  oure  lorde  suffred,       haveaieamed 

'  _  man  to  teach  you. 

For  to  saue  J)i  soule  •  fram  Sathan  pin  enemy, 

427.    \>o~\   jje    CO.      to   moche'\    to  4.^ir>.   sncliel   swiclie  WO  ;    swilc  C. 

muche  to  mykil  (^sic)  C.     3rt«']  R  om.  <5']  R  om. 

funlentur']  puniendi  su»t  R.  434.    harlote']    harlotes   CB.      ne"] 

429.  sartnoini]    sermons   W  ;    ser-  nor  WR.     chamhres]  chambre  WB. 
mou?i  CO  ;  sermon  B.     marines  sonle]  435.  ivitnessetli]  witnesse  C. 
manne  saule  C.  437 — 454.  In  Jk  only;  butfovndin 

430.  Jiatereres]  mlsivrltten  flat<?/'e3     C-Text.      The  jjassage  is  fairlij  cor- 
in  L  ;  hut  the  line  is  marked  for  cor-     red. 

rection.     aren']  and  CO.  442.  reueles]  at  reueles  R  ;  hut  at 

431.  entice]  eten  (!)  C.     and^  and     should  pr oh aMij  he  omitted,  as  in  MS. 
to  WB.  Cotton  Vesp.  B  16. 

432.  Ac^  And  C. 


234  god's    minstrels    are    of    three    kinds.  [pass.  XIII. 

And  fitliel  j?e,  with-out  flaterynge  •  of  gode  IViday  pe 
storye  ; 
also  a  blind  man    And   a  blynd  mail  for  a  bourdeoure   ■   or  a   bedrede 

for  a  jester,  or  a 

liedridden  woman  WOmman,  448 

To  crie  a  largesse  by-for  oure  lorde  •  30ure  gode  loos  to 

scliewe  ! 
)?ise  thre  maner  ministralcs  *  maketh  a  man  to  laAvlie, 
And,  in  his  deth-deyinge  •  J3ei  don  liini  grete  conforte, 
)pat  bi  his  lyue  lythed  hem  •  and  loued  hem  to  here. 
Tiiese  solace  the     pise  solaseth  Jje  soule  ■  til  hym-selue  be-falle  453 

In  a  "vvel  [gode]  hope,  [for  he  Avron3te  so]  •  amonges 

wortlii  seyntes.] 
^  Ac  flat[er]eres  and  foles  *  jjorw  her  foule  wordes, 
Leden  |)o  fat  louen  bem  •  to  luciferes  feste,  456 

With  turpiloqulo,  a  lay  of  sorwe  •  and  luciferes  fithele. 
LFoi.  5S.]       Thus  haukyn  ])e  actyf  man  •  hadde  ysoiled  his  cote, 
Conscience  Til  conscience    acouped    byni    fere-of  "   in   a   curteise 

asks  Haukyn 

Hiiy  he  iiad  not  manere, 

"Whi  he  ne  hadde   wasshen  it   •   or  wyped  it  with  a 
brusshe.  4  GO 

454.  [^gude']'Rom.     [fur  Jie  )vron^te  457.    lay']    lady   (sic   in   MS.)   W. 
so']  K  vm.     But  cf.  C-Text.  sorn-e]  sowe  (.s/c;)  R. 

455.  Ac]   And  C  ;   pere  E.     flat-  458.  ysoiled']  soyled  R  ;  ysuyled  0. 
ereres]  miswrttten  flateres  In  LR.  460.  wasslioi]  whasshen  W  ;  -wais- 

45'o.  Iviieii]  loued  R.  chen  B  ;  wasched  R.     it  (2)]  O  odi. 


PASS.  XIV.]        HAUKTN    HAS    ONLY    ONE    SUIT    OP    CLOTHES.  235 


I 


PASSUS  XIV  (DO-WEL  VI). 

PassHS  xuif'\ 
Haue  but  one  [hool]  liatere,"  quod  liaukyn  •  "  I  am  "i  have  but  one 

suit,  which  I 
Jje  laSSe  to  blame  sleep  in,"  said 

jjougli  it  be  soiled  and  selde  clone  '  I  slepe  ])ere-innG  on     '^^  ^"' 

ni3tes ; 
And  also  I  haiie  an  hous'O'yf  •  liewen  and  children — 

Vxoi'em  duxy,  Sf  ideo  non  possiim  venire —  Lukoxiv.  20. 

jpat  wolen  bymolen  it  many  tyme  •  mangre  my  cliekes  ! 
^  It  liatli  ben  laued  in  lente  •  and  onte  of  lente  botlie,    "it  has  been 

washed  witli  the 

With  pe  sope  of  sykenesse  •  Jiat  seketh  wonder  dej^te,   6  soap  of  sickness. 

And  with  Jie  losse  of  catel  •  loth  forto  agulte 

God  or  any  gode  man  •  bi  au3te  pat  I  Aviste ; 

And  was  shryuen  of  jje  preste  •  J)at  gaue  mo,  for  my 

synnes, 
To  penaunce,  pacyence  •  and  pore  men  to  fedc,  10 

Al  for  coueitisc  of  my  crystenedome  •  in  clennesse  to 

kepen  it. 

Title.     Passus  qiiarto-decimus  de  4.    ivolen]   walden   C ;   vvolden   0. 

visione,  vt  sup/'fl  CR  (Zim!!  E  7?(7sxiij«s)  ;  hjmolen']     bifoule     C;     defoule     B. 

Passiisxilij«,<f,  &c  WO  ;  B  addset\\iiis  fi/me']   tymes  R.      maiif/ir'}   maugree 

\_rcad  vj(/,s']  de  dowel.  W  ;  magre  B. 

1.  one}  oon  WC  ;   on  RB ;   an  0.  5.     Icntc']     lenten    R  ;     leaute    B 
{_/u)ol  WCOB]  LE  om.  (twice). 

2.  soiled']    soiilid    B  ;    siiyled    C.  6.  seJteth']  sekest  CB. 
selde  clene]  foule  COB.     on']  o  W.  7.  loth']  bathe  C  ;  bo>e  B. 

3.  an  honsKijf]   a  wif  CB  ;  a  wijf  8.    or]  ar  R  ;    or  (^indistinct,  and 
0.     Jien'cn]   and  hewen  B.     venire]  ^;;';?(,f«Z  of)  W. 

&c.  R. 
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CONTRITION,    CONFESSION,    AND    SATISFACTION.       [PASS.  XIV. 


But  I  could  ^  And  couthe  I  neuere,  by  cryste  •  kepeu  it  cle'ne  an 

never  keep  it 

clean  an  houi."  llOUre,  1 2 

J5at  I  ne  soiled  it  with  sy3te  •  or  sum  ydel  speclie. 

Or  Jjorugli  werke  or  Jjorugh  worde  ■  or  ^yille  of  niyn 

herte, 
J3at  I  ne  flober  it  foiilo  •  fro  morwe  tyl  eue." 
"Contrition shall   ^  "And  I  shal  keiiiie  JJB,"  qjiod  conscience  •  "of  con- 

clean  vour  coat," 

saidConsc-LMue.  triciou?2  to  make,  16 

J5at  slial  clawe  fi  cote  •  of  alkynnes  filthe, 
Cordis  coidrlcio,  cJt.  ; — 
"  Do-well  sha'i      Dowel  [slial]  Avassheii  it  and  A\Tyngon  it  •  borw  a  avvs 

■vvasli  it; 

confessour, 

Oris  confessio,  ^-c. : — 
Bo-bet  shall  beat    Dobet  slial  bcteii  it  and  bouken  it  •  as  bri3te  as  any 

and  dye  it :  t    , 

scarlet, 
And  engreynen  it  witli  good  wille  •  and  goddes  grace, 
to  amende  jje,  20 

no-best  shall         And  sitbcn  sende  fe  to  satisfacciou?^  •  for  to  sowen  it 

sew  it. 

after, 

Satisfaccio  dobest. 
%  Slial  neuere  myste  bimolen  it  •  ne  motb  after  biten  it, 
K'e  fende  ne  false  man  •  defonlen  it  in  f)i  lyue  ; 
No  harper  shall      Shal  none  heraude  ne  harpoure  •  haue  a  fairere  garne- 

have  a  fairer  .  -  , 

gannent."  l"ent  24 

Jpan  haukyn  ]}e  actyf  man  '  and  Jjoav  do  by  my  techyng  ; 
Xe  no   mynstral   be   more   M'orth   •  amonges    pore    & 
riche, 

12.  coiifhr']  coude  R.  neuere]  19.  s^rt-Z]  j^at  schal  R.  ■?7(1)]Root. 
noii^t  R.  hcpen  it\  lirccedes  bi  crist  20.  cngrcyneii]  engi-eynen  or  en- 
in  B,                                                               greyuen  {printed  engreyven)  W. 

13.  soiled']  soulid  B  ;  fouled  C.  21.    sorveti]    sewe    0  ;    soiiuen    R. 

14.  ]>flnif/h  (2)]  CROB  om.  irordc]  Satisfaccio  dobest]  Satisfaccio  &c. 
thoujt  R.     or  (3)]  and  other  R.  COB. 

15.  ]>at]  But  CO.  JloJjcr]  llobourc  22.  S/ial]  Do-best  shal  C  ;  Debet 
C.  pchal  B.    ?«//,'(;'<']  cheeste  W.    bimolen] 

10,  licnne]  to}]e  B.  bynoluen    CB  ;    by-mole   R.      vioth] 

17.  cla7ve  \>i  cote]  {^i  cote  make  mought  C ;  moche  B.  biten]  beten  B. 
clene  B.     clajve]  C  om.  21.    none]    no  CRB,      garncmeut] 

18.  [.fZ/rtZ  AV]   schal  0;  LCRB  om.  garment  R. 

it  (1)]  it  (but  omitted  inj'rinting)  W.  25.  jjow]  fo  B.     Z»y]  0  om. 


PASS.  XIV.]  PATIENCE    DISPLAYS    VICTUALS    OF    VIKTUE.  237 

Jpan  Ilaukynnes  wyf  fc  wafrere  •  with  his  adiua  vita." 

H  "And  I  shal  p?/?-ueye  Jje  paste,"  q?/ocl  pacycnce  •  "i  win  also 

.,•■■,.  ,    provide  you 

"  JlOUgh  no  plow  erie,  2t>    paste  and  fl.mr," 

And  floure  to  fede  folke  Avith  •  as  best  be  for  pe  soule, 
J3ough  iieuere  greyne  growed  •  ne  grape  vppon  vyne. 
Alle  fat  lyueth  and  loketh  •  lyflode  Avolde  I  fynde, 
And  Ipat  ynough  shal  none  faille  •  of  ];inge  J?at  hem 

nedeth.  32 

We  shulde  nou3t  be  to  busy  •  a-bouten  owre  lyflode, 

Ne  solliciti  sitis,  ^x. :  voJucres  cell  deus  jpascit,  Mat.  vi.  2.5, 26. 
4'c. ;  jjac/e?I^es  vlncunt,  4'c."  [Foi. x,% b] 

^  Jjanne  laughed  haukyn  a  litel  •  and  li3tly  gan  swerye, 
"  Who  so  leueth  30W,  by  omtc  lorde  •  I  leue  noujte  he 

be  blissed  ! " 
*ir  "  iSTo,"  ({UO'I  pacyence  paciently  •  and  out  of  his  poke  Then  Patience 

drew  fortli 
hente  3G    vittuals  of  great 

Vitailles  of  grete  vertues  •  for  al  manere  bestes, 

And  seyde,  "lo!  here  lyflode  ynougli  •  if  o"\\Te  bylcuo 

be  trewe  ! 
For  lente  neuere  was  lyf  •  but  lyflode  were  shapen, 
AVher-of  or  Avherfore  •  or  where-by  to  l}'bbe.  40 

^  Firste  be  wylde  worme  •  vnder  weet  ertlie,  saying,  "  As  aii 

living  things 

Fissch  to  lyue  in  fe  flode  •  and  in  fie  fyre  fe  crykat,        have  food  given 

them, 

])ii  corlue  by  kynde  of  ]je  eyre  •  moste  clenucst  flesch  of 

bryddes, 
And  bestes  by  grasse  and  by  greyne  •  and  by  grene 

rotis,  44 

27.  with  Ms]  which  is  R.  E. 

28.  ))e]   f>ee  W.     \:ou(jh'\   [0U3  {jow         37.    YitaUh's.']  Vitales  R. 
E.  38.  ynoi/ffli']  I-nowe  EB. 

20.  \>e]  thy  COR.  39.  ncucre]  nere  E.     It/f]  f^ere  lif 

30.  grotved']    growe  B.     rync']    ]>e     E. 

vyne  B.  40.  or  (2)]  and  EO. 

31.  Allc']  To  alle  W.  41.  n-ccf]  {^e  wete  B. 

32.  ynoiigh'l   Inouglit  C;  y  B;   I-          42. /y?r]  f uir  E  ;  fyer  B.     cri/kat] 
now  E.  criket  WO  ;  crikat  ECB. 

33.  i\e]  Du;«  B.  48.   cnrlue']   Corlew  "NVR  ;   curlowe 

34.  laughed]   lawhed  R  ;   I0W3  0.     C  ;  ciirlu  B. 

swcryc]  swere  ECOB.  44.  hy  (2)]  COB  om. 

35.  leueth]  louc}^  B.     hy]  nopc7-  be 


238  THE    PATERNOSTER    IS    MAN's    FOOD.  [PASS.   XIV. 

so  man  lives  by     In  iiienynge  fat  alle  men  •  iin'ite  be  same  45 

belief  and  love. 

Lyue  j^onv  lele  iDyleue  •  and  loue,  as  god  Avitnesseth ; 
Johnxiv.  li.  Quodcumque  pecieritis  a  patre  in  nomine  meo, 

4'c. :  <|*  alibi, 
Milt-  '•>'■  *•  Non  in  solo  pane  viuit  homo,  set  in  omni  verho, 

quod  jyyocedit  de  ore  dei." 
If  ]3at  I  loked  Avhat  lyflode  it  Avas  •  pat  pacionce  so 
preysed, 
Mat.  vi.  10.  And    fianne  was  it   a  pece    of  Jje  pmter-noster    •  fiat 

voluntas  tua.  48 

Take  and  eat        ^   "  IlauB,   liaukyn  ! "    q«od   pacyence  •  "and   ete  f)is 

tliis  when 

hungry.  wlian  fe  nungreth, 

Or  whan  |)0w  clomsest  for  colde  •  or  clyngcst  for  dvye. 
Slial  neuere  gjiies  }>e  grene  •  ne  grete  lordes  -ttTath, 
Pri.sone  ne  peyne  *  for — pacientes  vincnnf.  52 

Only  be  always      ^  Bi  SO  bat  bow  be  sotro  "  of  svjte  and  of  tongje, 

sober,  r        r  .7  o     ^ 

In  etynge   and    in  liandlynge   •   and    in  alle   j^i  fyuc 

wittis, 
Darstow  neuere  care  for  corne  *  ne  lynnen   cloth  ne 

wollen, 
and  let  all  else       ]s;-(j  fg^  drvnke,  ne  deth  drede  •  but  deye  as  god  lyketh, 

be  at  God's  will.  J  '  j  b  j  ^ 

Or  Jjorw  honger  or  forw  hete  •  at  liis  wille  be  it ;       57 
For  if  jjow  lyuest  after  his  lore  •  jje  [shorter]  lyf  fie 

better  : 
Si  qnis  amat  cristum,  mundavi  non  diligit  istinn. 
^  For  forw  his  breth  bestes  wexen  •  and  abrode  jeden, 
Ps.  cxiviii.  5  Dixit  4'  facta  sunt,  tj-c.  .• 

(Vulg.). 

Uir/0  forw  his  breth  mo  wen  •  men  &  bestes  lyucn,     Gl 

4.5.    myt^te'l   my^t  se  CB  ;    luyyien  toures  R  ;  gomes  O  ;  sj-nne  B. 

do  0.     )?<']  C  oml                          '  54.  in  (3)]  COB  om. 

46.  a  jmtrc']    R  om.     de  ore  dei^  55.  Urn-stow^  ThardestowCi'Iharst 
&c  CB.  J:ow  ROB. 

47.  7vhat^  what  )pat  R.     it}  R  om.  5S.     lyucsfl     lyue    W.        {shorter 

48.  if]  Vi  om,.  WC]  schorter  ORB  ;  viisivrittcn  i^hoi- 

49.  ef<']  et  W.  ter  in  L,  hnt  the  line  is  marhed  for 

50.  clj/ngest]    chillist    O.      dnjc']     correction,     letter']  leuere  R. 
droujthe  R.  60.  icsteif]  iiiowen  mcu  and  bestis 

51.  Shal']   And  schal  R:  Sclmlden     B.     mexcn]  woxcn  AV  ;  wexeth  R. 
O ;  Shulde  B  ;  Shul  C.     gyncti]  fey-         61.  lyucn']  libben  R. 


PASS.  XIV.]  THE    hEVEX    SLEEPERS    OF    EPIIESUS.  239 

As  liolywrit  witiie.sscth  •  whan  men  segge  licr  graces, 

Aperls  tu  munnm  tuam,  <y  imphs  omne  animal  Ps.  cxiiv.  le. 
benediccione. 
"H  It  is  foundeu  fat  fourty  "wynter  •  folke  lyuod  with-  The  Israelites 

,     .  lived  40  years  in 

OUten  tulyinge,  the  wilderness. 

Aiid  oute  of  \>e  il3'ute  spronge  jie  flode  '  f»at  folke  & 
liestes  dronke,  64 

And  in  Elyes  tyme  •  heuene  was  yclosed,  Heaven  w.is 

.  closed 

pat  no  reyne  ne  rone;  *  ])us  rede  men  m  bokes,  in  the  time  of 

)3at  many  wyntres  men  lyueden   •   and    no    mete  ne 

tulyeden. 
Seuene  slepe,  as  seith  Jje  Ijoke  •  senene  hundrctli  wynter,  Seven  men  (ut 

Kp':esus)  slept 

IT  And  l}'neden  with-oute  lyflode  •  and  atte  laste  Jjci  700  years. 

woken,  69        [Foi.  59.] 

And  if  men  Ijnied  as  mesure  wolde  •  sliulde  neuere 

more  be  defaute 
Amonges  cristene  creatures  •  if  crystes  Avordcs  ben  trewe. 
Ac  vnkyndnesse   [carisfia']  maketli  •  amonges  crystene  Dearth  rauses 

^^    unkindiiess,  and 
peple,  rJi    plenty  pride;  but 

,       ,  1        ,  1      i  1  ^  0     moderation  is 

And    ouer-plentc   maketli   prnyde    •    amonges   pore   &  priceless. 

riclie  ; 
Ac  mesure  is  so  moclie  worth  •  it  may  nou3te  be  to  dere, 
For  fe  meschief  and  fe  mescliaunce  •  amonges  men  of  The  sin  of  Sodom 

was  due  to 
SOdome,  excess  of  food 

"\Yex  ))orw  plente  of  payn  •  &.  of  pure  sleutlie ;  76 

Ociositas  cj-  hahundancia  iKinis pcccatum  turpis- 
simum  vvirbilt. 

62.  witnesseili\  M'itnesse  C.     segr/e']  dre  C. 

seye  WOB  ;  sayes  C.     graces]  grace  G9.  atter\  at  >e  WROB ;  \>(i  C. 

E.  70.   more]    COB  om.     be  defaute'] 

0.3.  tvlj/inqe]  tilivng  OB ;  tilynge  C.  defaute  be  B. 

64.  bestes]  best  13.  72.  Ac]  And  C.     [caristia  ECOB] 

65.  Elyes]  helyes  OB.  caristiam  W  ;  care.stia  L.     crystene'} 

66.  rone]  roon  W  ;  roen  E  ;  raynde  cristes  R. 

C  ;  ron  B.     rcrle]  rett  E.     in]  on  E.  73.  2^>'"yiJ'']  pn'de  WO  ;  CB  om. 

67.  iryntres]  wynter  E.     lynedcu]  74.  Ac']  Ther-fore  W ;  And  C.     50] 
lyued  E.     tidycden]  teleden  E  ;  tylied     "VV  om. 

C  ;  tiliden  0  ;  tilieden  B.  75.  In  margin  of  0— Of  Sodom  & 

68.  slepe]  slepen  EOB.   ,<ieit7i}  sayes     Gomor. 
C.     limidrcth]  hundred  WOB  ;  hun- 


240  CONTRITION    SAVES    MEN;    CONFESSION    SLAYS    SINS.    [PASS.  XIV. 

For  J)ei  mesured  noa3t  liem-self  •  of  pat  pvi  etc  and 
dronke, 
They  sinned,        Dide?i  dedlj  sjiiiie  •  fat  ]?e  deuel  lyked, 

an  1  sank  into 

iieii.  So  vengeaunce  fel  vj^on  hem  •  for  her  vyle  sj^niies ; 

pQi  sonken  in-to  helle  •  f  o  citees  vchone.  80 

^  For-])i  mesure  we  vs  wel  •  and  make  owre  faithe  owre 
scheltrou/?, 

Contrition  comes    Aud  borw  faith  comcth  contriciouw  *  conscience  wote  wel, 

thi-ougli  faitli,  _  ' 

Whiche  dryueth  awey  dedly  synnc  •  and  doth  it  to  he 

vejiiul. 
And  foiigh  a  man   myjte   iiou3te   speke  •  contriciou« 

my^te  hym  sane,  84 

anil  saves  men.      And  brynge  his  soule  to  hhsse  •  by  so  ])at  feith  bere 

witnesse, 
)pat,  whiles  he  lyued,  he  bileued  •  in  fie  lore  of  lioly- 

cherche  ; 
Ergo  contricioa?;,  feith,  and  conscience  •  is  kyndelich 

dowel, 
And  surgienes  for  dedly  synnes  *  whan  shrifte  of  mouth 

failleth.  88 

con/«.s«o)i  is  yet     ^  Ac  sliriftc   of  mouth  more  worthy  is  •  if  man  be 

worthier, 

i[n]liche  contnt ; 

and  slays  sins.       Tor  shi'ifte  of  moutli  sleeth  synne  •  be  it  neuere  so  dedly  ; 

Per  confessionem  to  a  prest  *  peccata  occldtmfur, 

Jpere  contriciouw  doth  but  dryuetli  it   dou«   •  in-to  a 

venial  synne,  92 

I's.  xxxi.  1  As  dauid  seith  in   be  sauter   •   et  quorum  tccia  sunt 

(Vulg.). 

X)eccaia. 

78.  nUlc.n']  Thci  dideu  W.  86.  hi]  COB  om.     J^f]  CO  om. 

7!).     So]     And    B.      fcl]     fil    W.         88.  s?//-/7(V«/'«]  siirgyanes  R ;  snri^neu 

sijnnss]  synne  B.  O.      Hi/lines']    synne    E,B.      fidllet/i] 

80.  ^o]  \>Q  WROB.     rchnip']  Ilconc  faylede  O. 

C.  89.  Ac]  And  C.     in]  C  om.     he]  G 

81.  srJirlfroiin]     slioltrom     WO  ;     R  om.     inHcItc]  in-lich  R  ;  inlich  0  ; 
shyltroun  C  ;  sheltruw.  B.  y-liclio  WC  ;  illche  L  ;  ilich  B. 

82.  7roff']  woot  it  0.  90.  xj/nnc]  synnes  CB.  it]  \>e\  CB. 
8i.  CKomit.  92.  (Jri/ucfh]  dryues  C.  doim]  CB 
8.5.    hi/]   for  W;    COB  om.      bcrc]     om. 

Leer  0,  93.  J.s]  And  COB. 


PASS.  XIV.]  SATISFACTIOX    UPROOTS    SIN    ALTOGETUER,  2-11 

Ac  satisfaccioun  scketli  cute  Jje  rote  •  and  Lotlie  slceth  s;itisf.iction 

,         •  1    . 1  uproots  sin." 

and  voideth, 
And,  as  it  neuore  had  yhe  •  to  noiijt  bryngetli  dedly 

synne, 
pat  it  neuere  eft  is  seen,  ne  sore  •  but  senieth  a  Avounde 

yheled."  96 

^  "  Where  woneth  charite  1 "  quod  liaukyn  •  "  I  wiste  "  ^viiere  ia 

cliarity  }  "  said 

neuere  m  my  lyue  Huukjn. 

Man  fat  with  hym  spake  •  as  wyde  as  I  liaue  passed  ! " 
IF    "}jere  prtrfit   treutlie   and  pouere    herte    is    •    and  "  where  tmth 

and  Inunility 

pacience  of  tonge,  are." 

J3ere  is  charitee,  f)e  chief  chaumbrere  *  for  god  liym- 

selue!"  100 

^   "Whether   paciente   pouerte,"  q«od  haukyn  •  "be  "is patient 

poverty  better 

more  plesaunte  to  owre  dri3te  than  weu-spent 

■      f   ^^•   ->  1  11T1      ^vealth  ? " 

J?an  ricchesse  ri3tiuiuche  ywonne   •  and  resonableuch 

yspended  ?  " 
H  "  3e,  quls  est  ille  1 "  q?<od  pacience  •  "  quik  laudcibi- 

mus  euni. 
)5ough  men  rede  of  richchesse  •  ri3t  to  fe  worldes  ende, 
I  wist  neuere  renke  ]jat  riche  was  •  pat  whan  he  reloie  "  wniat  rich  man 

is  out  of  dread 
Sholde,  105    for  spending  ill? 

Whan  it  drow  to  his  deth-day  •  ])dt  he  ne  dred  hym  sore, 
And  pat  atte  rekenyng  in  arrerage  fel  •  rather  pan  oute 
of  dette. 

94.  >1^]  And  C.  pacience  or  B  ;  pacience  C.     dri^te] 

95.  And]    And   (printed  An)  W.     lord  R  ;  sight  C  ;  sijt  B. 

2/^6']  be  K.  102.    yivonne']  I-wonne  R;    wonne 

96.  -jf]   it  is  COB.     is]   COB  om.  WCB ;    wonnen    0.      yspended']    de- 
wc]  COB  om.     seinefh]  semces  C  ;  as  spended  W  ;  spende  C  ;  spendid  OB. 
B.     yheled]  heled  CB.  103.  y]  ^he  O  ;  ^ee  B. 

97.  Whei'e]  ^e  where  E.     woneth^  104.  ]pough]  Tlioint  C.     rede']  red- 
wonyejj  W ;   wonnes  C.      In  marffin     den  O. 

of  O — Where    is    charite.      netiere]         105.  renJ/e]  freik  B.     ]^at  (2)]  \>an 
nere  R.  B. 

99.  and]  &  )ja?me  0.  106.  it]  he  WCOB.     droTv]  drogh 

100.  Ye]     B     om.       cliaumhrere]     W ;  droue  C ;  drou^  B.   dred]  dredde 
chamber   C  ;    chauinbre    R  ;    chaum-     WOB  ;  dradde  R. 

ber  B.  107.  \>at]  R  om.     atte]  at  J^e  WRC 

101.  2'acientc~]    pacience   and   R ;     OB. 

16 


242 


BEGGARS  SHALL  HAVE  JOY  HEREAFTER.     [PASS.  XIV. 


Tlie  iioor  claim 
joy  liereaftei". 
[Fol.  59  &.] 


Beasts  and  birds 
are  grieved  by 
tlie  winter, 


but  ha\'e 
summer  after- 
wards. 


Beggars  will 
have  bliss 
some  time. 


Dives  had  .joy 
once. 


^  There  Ipe  jDore  dar  plede  •  and  preue  by  pnre  resoii«, 
To  haue  alloAvaunce  of  his  lorde  •  by  J)e  laAve  he  it 

clej'ineth,  109 

loye  fat  neuere  ioye  hadde  •  of  ri3tful  iugge  he  axeth, 
And  seith,  '  lo  !  briddes  and  bestes  •  fat  no  blisse  ne 

knoweth, 
And  wilde  wormes  in  wodcs  ■  forw  "vvyntres  fow  hem 

greues',  112 

And   makest   hem   welnyegh  nieke    •   and   niylde  for 

defaute, 
And  after  fow  sendest  hem  somer  •  fat  is  her  sonereigne 

Ioye, 
And  blisse  to  alle  fat  ben  •  bothe  wilde  and  tame. 
Jeanne  may  beggeres,  as  bestes  •  after  bote  waiten,    1 1 G 
J3at  al  her  lyf  lian  lyued  •  in  langour  and  in  defaute. 
But  god  sent  hem  some  tyme  •  some  manere  ioye, 
Other  here  or  elles  where  •  kynde  wolde  it  neuere ; 
For  to  -wTotherhele  was  he  Avrou3te  •  fat  neuere  was 

ioye  shaped.  120 

^  Angeles  fat  in  helle  now  ben  •  hadden  ioye  some 

tyme, 
And  diues  in  deyntees  lyued  •  and  in  donee  rye  ; 
Ri3te  so  resoujj  sheweth  •  fat  f o  men  fat  were  riche. 
And  her  makes  also  Ijiied  •  her  lyf  in  murthe.  124 

\  Ac  god  is  of  a  Avonder  wille  •  by  fat  kynde  witte 

sheweth. 
To  jiue  many  men  his  mercymonye  •  ar  lie  it  haue  de- 

senied. 
Ri^t  so  fareth  god  by  some  riche  •  reuthc  me  it  f  inketli, 


111.  knoyvetli]  couthe  COB. 

112.  hcni]  hjm  B. 

114.  heni\  hym  CB.     her']  B  om. 

116.  as]  and  liCOB.  hestcs]  bid- 
ders (^corrected  to  beestes)  0.  lote] 
bothe  C. 

117.  langoxir]  huugur  B.  in  (2)] 
B  vni. 

118.  hem]  hym  CB. 

120.  wrotkerhele]  wo  other  wel  C  ; 


woo  oj^er  wele  B  ;  oue;*  rayche  woo  0. 
n'tis  ioye]  ioye  was  E. 

122.  in  (1)J  in  {printed  in  the)  W, 
douce  rye]  doute  vrrie  {sic')  B. 

123.  \>o]    ]>Q   W;    jjoo    0.     Yat— 
riche]  E  oni. 

125.  Ac]  And  C.     a]  W  om. 

126.  men — mercymonye]  man  his 
mode  W. 


PASS.   XIV.]         ALAS  !    THAT    TJCIIES    ENTICR    MAN's    SOUL  !  2-13 

For  ])ei  lian  her  hyre  here  •  an  heuene  as  it  were,  God  gives  some 

And  is  gret  lykyng  to  lyue  •  witli-oute  laboure  of  body  ;  reward  iicre. 
And  wlian  he  deyeth,  ben  disalowed  •  as  dauid  seith  in 
fe  santer,  130 

Dormleriivt,  &  nichil  inncnerimt ;  Ps.  ixxv.  6 

(Vulg.). 

AjiA  in  an  other  stede  also  •  veliul  soinpmim  siirgencium, 

dominp,,  in  c'ndtate  fua,  ^  ad  niclilhim  redlgcs.     ps. ixxii. 20. 
Alias  !  fiat  ricchesse  shal  reue  *  and  robbe  mannes  soulc  Mas  \  that  richps 
Frara  fie  lone  of  owre  lorde  •  at  his  laste  ende  !         133  soui  ofuod's   '" 
IT  TIewen  Jjat  han  her  hyre  afore  •  aren  euermore  nedy, 
And  selden  deieth  he  out  of  dettc  •  fiat  dyneth  ar  he 

dese?'ue  it, 
And  til  he  haiie  done  his  dciior  •  and  his  dayes  ionrne. 
For  whan  a  werlcnian  hath  wrou3tc  •  Jianne  may  men 

se  fe  sothe,  137 

"^ATiat  he  were  worthi  for  his  Averke  •  and  what  he  hath  worinnen  are 

T  T  not  paid  befjre- 

aeserued ;  i,a„d. 

And  non^t  to  fonge  bifore  •  for  drede  of  disalowynge. 
^  So  I  segge  by  30W  riche  •  it  senieth  noujt  fat  30  shulle 
Haue  heuene  in  jowre  here-beyng  •  and  heuene  her-after ; 
Ei3t  as  a  semaunt  taketh  his  salarye  bifore  •  &  sitth  a  servant,  if 

,  ,        ,  ,   ,  -.    P^'''  liel'orc'hand, 

wolde  clayme  more,  142  claims  no  more. 

As  he  J?at  none  hadde  •  and  hath  huyre  atte  laste. 
It  may  nou3t  be,  36  riche  men  •  or  matheu  on  god  lyetli ; 

De  delicijs  ad  delicias,  [flifficUe]  est  transire.        cf.  Mat.  xix.  23. 
IT  Ac  if  [ye]  riche  haue  reuthe  *  and  rewarde  wel  fie  pore, 

128.  her — here'\   here  her  salariiuM  140.  nflint~\  R  om. 

B.     ati]  and  WCO  ;  her  B.  141.  heuene  in']   to  heuenes  for  R. 

129.  is]   his   B ;    eke    0  ;    W  om.     here]  h{->(i  B ;  hee  C.     heyiuj]  beryng 
lyue]  Jjc  lif  R.  CB;  dwellyngW.    heuene  (2)]  heuene 

131.   ■^•]   EO  om.      red'ujcs]  eoruw  also  W.     her-after]  {jer-after  WE. 
rediges  R.     See  Note.  142.  as]  so  as  W.     salarye']  hire  C. 

134.  Hewen]  jjay  B.     hyre  afore']  sitth]  after  C     more]  huire  E. 
huire  to-fore  E.  143.    7wne]    non    ne    E.      hvyre] 

135.  he  (1)]  R  om.   ar  he]  or  {^ei  R.  heuene  R.     atte]  at  j^e  WEOB. 

136.  ^e!/or]  deuoir  WC  ;  deuer  EB.  144. //Aft]  yow  CB.    2>i"]  De  (printed 
dayes]  C  om.  Ves)  W.      [difficile  WCEOB]  deficile 

137.  may]  mowere  0  ;  may  {printed  L.     t7-ansire]  ascendere  E. 

many)  W.     may  men]  men  may  B.  145.  ^1^]   And   C.      [ye  WCEOB] 

138.  7ie  were]  were  he  B.  J^e  L. 


2-14 


THE    RIGHTEOUS    RICH    ARE    TWICE    RE\\"ARDED.      [PASS.  XIV. 


Yet  good  nch 
men  may  win 
heaven, 


[Pol.  60.] 
as  when  a  paid 
servant  receives 
a  bounty. 


Tlie  righteous 
liave  a  douljle 
reward. 


Even  wild  beasts 
enjoy  the 
summer,  but 
beggars  suffer  in 
winter. 


And  l}iien  as  lawe  teclietli  •  done  leute  to  alle,         146 
Criste  of  liis  curteysie  •  shal  conforte  30W  atte  laste, 
And  rewarde  alle  dowble  riccliesse  •  jjat  reuful  hertes 

liabljeth.  148 

And  as  an  lijTie  J)at  hadde  his  liyre  •  ar  he  Wgonne, 
And  Avlian  he  hath  done  his  deuor  wel  •  men  doth  hyni 

other  hounte, 
3yneth  In^m  a  cote  ahone  his  conenannte  •  ri3te  so  cryst 

^incth  lieuene 
Bothe  to   riche   and  to  non3te  riche   •  ]jat  rcwfullich 

lybbeth  ;  152 

And  alle  Jiat  done  her  denor  wel  •  han  dowhle  ]i}Te  for 

her  t?'auaille, 
Here  for^ynenesse  of  her  synnes  •  and  heueneblisse  after. 
^  Ac  it  nys  hut  selde  yseyn  •  as  by  holy  seyntes  bokes, 
Jpat  god  rewarded  double  reste  "  to  any  riche  wye.    156 
For  moche  niurthe  is  amonges  riche  •  as  in  mete  and 

clothyngi?, 
And  moche  miirthe  in  JNIaye  is  •  amonges  Avilde  bestes, 
And  so  forth  wliil  somer  lasteth  •  her  solace  diu-eth. 
Ac  beggeres  aboute  Midsomer  •  bredlees  fei  soupe,  160 
And  3it  is  Avynter  for  hem  worse  •  for  wete-shodde  fei 

gauge, 
A-fyrst  sore  and  afyngred  •  and  foule  yrebuked, 
And  arated  of  riche  men  •  fat  reuthe  is  to  here.         163 


HO.  laKc\  jje  lawe  CB.  donc\  and 
dooQ  WB,  lcxde\  leaute  WCB  ;  lewte 
0,     to\  to  hem  WCOB. 

147.  atte\  at  \q  "\V0B  ;  att  \q  R. 

148.  haUetK]  bases  (.sic)  C. 

149.  \>at'\  0  om. 

151.  yjueth^  Gyfe  C.  cote']  Cite 
C ;  citee  B. 

152.  to  Jioii^tel  nojt  to  B.  reW' 
frdllcJi]  riitfullich  R. 

153.  deuor']  connande  C.  hyre]  B 
om. 

154.  Here]  CB  om. 
155 — 159.  'Remits. 

155.  Ac]   Aud    C.      nys]    is    W. 


selde]  seldom  B.  yseyn]  so  seyn  C; 
so  seieu  B.     hokes]  lyues  0. 

158.  moche]  mykyl  C. 

IGO.  Ac]  Aud  C;  R  om.  Mid- 
somer]  myssomer  CR.  soiqje]  soupen 
0 ;  slepe  W. 

161.  ivetc-shodde]  ■\vatschod  R. 
ganye]  gangen  0  ;  gone  W. 

1G2.  A-fyrsf]  A-first  CO;  A-furst 
WR  ;  a-frust  B.  A-fyrst  sore]  Sore 
a-frust  B.  afyngred']  affyngred  CR; 
an-hu!igrid  B.  foule  yrcbulccd']  foul- 
iclic  rebuked  COB. 

1C3.  men]  0  om. 


PASS.  XIV.]  MAY    WICKED    RICH    MEN    AMEND  !  245 

'Now,  lorde,  sende  hem  somcr  •  and  some  manere  ioyo,     Ti-.e  Lord  Bend 

Heuene  after  Ixer  lienues  goj'iige  •  fat  here  han  suclie  htreafter, 
defaute  ! 

•For  alle  my3tcst  fow  liaue  made  •  none  menor  fan  otlicr, 

And  yliclie  -witty  &  wyse  •  if  fe  wel  liadde  lykcd. 
I   And  liaue  reuthe  on  fise  ricbe  men  •  fat  rewarde  nou3te 
'  fi  pr/soneres ;  168 

Of  f  e  good  fat  f  ow  hem  gyuest  •  inrjrati  ben  manye ; 

Ac,  god,  of  fi  goodnesse  •  gyue  hem  grace  to  amende.      andf:iveth! 

_,  ricli  grace  to 

llor  may  no  derth  ben  hem  dere  •  drouth,  ne  weet,  amend; 

Ne  noyther  hete  ne  haille  •  haue  fei  here  hele,  172 

Of  fat  fei  wilne  and  wolde  "  wanteth  hem  noujt  here. 
IT  Ac  pore  peple,  fi  prisoneres   •  lorde,  in  fe  put  of 

myschief, 
Conforte  fo  creatures  •  fat  mocbe  care  suffren  and  comfort  the 

poor  that  here 

jjorw  derth,  f  orw  drouth  •  alle  her  dayes  here,  1  i  6  suffer  so  much. 

Wo  in  Avynter  tymes  •  for  Avantyng  of  clothes, 
And  in  somer  tyme  selde  •  soupen  to  f  e  fulle ; 
Conforte  f  i  careful  •  cryst,  in  f i  ryche. 
For  how  f  ow  confortest  alle  creatures  •  clerkes  bereth 
witnesse,  180 

Conuertlmini  ad  me,  ^  salui  eritls  :  a.  isa.  xxx.  is. 

^  ]?us,  in  genere  of  his  [gentrice]  •  Ihfisu  cryst  seyde, 
To  robberes  and  to  reueres  •  to  riche  and  to  pore. 
])o\\'  taujtest  hem  in  f  e  Trinitee  ■  to  take  baptesme.         Baptism  ciean.-es 

us  first  of  all. 

And  be  clene  f orw  fat  crystennynge  •  of  alle  kynnes 
[s}Tines]  ;  184 

167.  Ye  n-ct]  thy  ^\^lle  COB.  178.  scldc']  seldeu  C. 

1G8.  And]  But  lord  W.     on'\  of  CB.  179.  }pi  (2)]  B  om.     mjche']  richesse 

prisoneres']  prisones  R.  W. 

169.  ingrati]  vukynde  0.  181.  Ms]    alle  his  R;    WCOB  om. 

170.  Ac]  And  C.     heml^  vs  0.  \_gentriceO]  gentries  W;  gentrise  CB; 

171.  hen]   0  om.     weet]  weet  hem  genitrice  LK. 

greue  W.  182.  and]   R  om.     reueres]  reueris 

172.  Ne]  C  om.     ne]  nor  C.  WCOB.      After  1.  182,  R  adds  — To 
17i.  Ac]  And  C.     yi]  );ei  B.    2^ri-     hores,   to    harlotes   •   to   alle    maner 

soneres]  p?v'sones  R.  poeple. 

176.  ^orw   (2)]    and    CO;    of   B.  184.  he]  to  be  W.     {sipmes  V.CO] 
■    drouth]  droujl^e  OB.                                   synne  WB ;    L  om.;    but  the  line  is 

177.  wynter  tymes]  wyntres  tyme  R.     marlied. 


246 


OUR    CHARTER    IS    OF    POVERTY    AND    PATIENCE.     [PA«S.  XIV. 


Confession 
amends  us 
afterwards. 


Tlie  parchment 
of  our  patent  of 
pardon  is  made 
of  po\  crty  and 
[rol.  60  b.] 
patience. 


And  [if J  vs  fel  jjoi'w  fulj^e  •  to  falle  in  synne  after, 
Confessiou/?,,  and  [kiioAvlecliyng]  •  &  crauyng  pi  mercy 
Shulde  amende  vs  as  many  sitlies  •  as  man  wolde  desire. 
Ac  if  jpe  [pouke]  wolde  plede  li.ere-a3eine  •  and  punyssla 

vs  in  conscience,  188 

He  sliidde  take  Jje  acquitance  as  quik  •  and  to  fe  qned 

scheAve  it, 

Pateat,  Sfc,  2>g>'  pcissione7n  domini, 
And  putten  of  so  fe  pouke  •  and  preuen  vs  vnder  borwe. 
Ac  ]je  percliemyn  of  Jjis  patent  •  of  pouerte  Le  moste, 
And  of  iJLire  pacience  ■  and  parfit  Lileue.  192 

Of  pompe  and  of  pruyde  •  J;e  parchemyn  decorreth, 
I  And  principaliclio  of  alle  peple  •  but  jjei  he  pore  of  herte. 
Ellis  is  al  an  ydel  •  al  jjat  cuere  Ave  Avriten, 
Pater-nostres  and  pcnaiince  •  and  pilgrimage  to  Eome. 
Eut  OAvre  spences  and  spendynge  •  sprynge  of  a  trcAve 

[Aville],  197 

Elles  is  al  oAvre  laboure  loste  ;  •  lo  !  Iioav  men  Avritetli 
In  fenestres  atte  freres  •  if  fals  be  \q  foundement ; 

none 
200 

%  For  seuene  synnes  J)at  J>ere  ben  •  assaillen  vs  euere, 
J5e  fende  fohveth  lieni  alle  *  and  fondetli  hem  to  helpe, 
Ac  Avif  riccliesse  ]?at  Eihaude  *  rathest  men  bigyleth. 


Christians  siumid  For-Jji   crystcnc  sholde    ben    in  cojnune  riche 

have  wealtli  in  p       t  i  ' 

common.  coueitouse  foi  hym-seluc. 


185.  \_if^YR']LCOBom.  /cZ]  fille 
W.     synne']  som  C  ;  somer  (!)  B. 

18G.  \hnoKlecltyng  CORB]  nins- 
Kritten  Icnelechyng  in  L ;  hut  the  line 
is  marked;  knowlichynge  W.  Con- 
fessioun — hnowlechyng'\  Knowlech- 
ynge  and  confession  R.     <5']  in  W. 

187.  as  (2)]  B  om. 

188.  Ac]  And  WCR.  \_poultc  R] 
pope  (!!!)  LWCOB  ;  see  1.  190.  hcre- 
ayiine']  Jjere-ajeine  RB ;  her-nyeiu 
{printed  ayein)  W.  jnmyss/i^  puu- 
isclie«  on  R. 

189.  //e]  Ho  R.     to]  do  R. 

190.  so]  COBojii. 

191.  Ac]  And  C.     moste']  muste  0. 

192.  2)}ire]  \>o\xerc  C  ;  pore  B. 


19:5.  decorreth]  decourrc})  \VR. 

194.  alle]  al  ^=6  W. 

195.  ore]  W  om.    Kriten']  written  C. 

196.  Pater-nostres]  Pater  noster 
CROB,  77t?;« !/««;]  penaunces  R.  pil- 
grlmage]  Pilgrymages  W. 

197.  Jh(t]  And  R.  sj'cnces]  spence 
C.  and:]  and  ourc  RB.  [n-ille  WCO] 
welle  LKB. 

199.  atte]  at  ]iQ  WCROB. 

200.  ben']  0  om,  coueitouse] 
coueite  COB. 

201.  ])at]  WCOB  om.  hen]  ben  };at 
W.     vs]  ]>&&  O. 

203.  Ac]  And  C.  ]>at]  \>o  R. 
Jiihtiude]  ribalde  C  ;  ribaudes  R. 
rathest]  he  raf^cst  "W. 


PASS.  XIV.]  now  nicuEs  conduce  to  pkide.  217 

For  bere  Jjat  richesse  regneth  •  reuerence  folwetli,     204  where  weaitu 

^T       1  1  .  '        1    .         -1  reigns,  reverence 

And  fat  is  plcsaunte  to  pryclc  *  in  pore  and  m  riclie.        foUows. 

And  \)G  riclie  is  rcuereiiced  ■  by  resou«  of  his  riclicliessc, 

jjere  Jje  pore  is  put  bihynde  •  and  pa?'  aucntz/re  can  more 

Of  witte  and  of  wysdom  •  j^at  for  awey  is  better       208 

)3an  ricchesse  or  reaute  •  and  rather  yherde  in  heuene. 

For  f)e  riche  hath  moclie  to  rekene  •  and  rijte  softe  Riches  hinder 

11      .1  men  on  tlieir 

WaiKetll,  ,vay  to  heaven. 

\)Q  heigh  waye  to-heuene-ward  •  oft  riccliesse  lettctli, 

Ita  [iti\possihile  diulti,  ^-c, 
%  j)ere  Jje  pore  presetli  bifor  jje  riche  •  with  a  pakke  at 
his  rugge,  212 

Opera  cnim  illorinn  scqu\ii\ntur  illos.  Rev.  xiv.  is. 

Bataunthche    as    beggeres    done    •   and    baldehclie   lie 

crane  th, 
For  his  pouerte  and  his  pacience  •  a  pe;'petuel  bhsse  ; 

Beati  pauperes,  quoniam  ipsorum  est  regnum  Mat.  v.  3. 
celorum. 
^  And  pryde  in  ricchesse  regneth  •  rather  j:an  in  pouerte,  Pride  reigns 

•  .  ,        in  riclies, 

Arst  ]n  pe  Maister  fan  m  |e  man  •  some  mansiou?i  he 
hath.  216 

Ac  in  pouerte  fere  pacyence  is  •  pryde  hath  no  my^te,     but  p.itience  in 

Xe  none  of  f e  seuene  synnes  '  sitten  ne  mowe  fere  ^'"^"^^  ^' 
longe, 

Ne  haue  poAvere  in  pouerte  •  if  pacyence  it  folwe. 

For  fe  pore  is  ay  prest  •  to  plese  fe  riche,  220  The  poor  man 

And  buxome  at  his  byddyng  •  for  his  broke  loues  ; 

204.  reuerence]  reuerences  R.  212.  preseth']  precheth  R.     rugge'] 

205.  pore]  pouerte  C  ;  pouert  B.  ryggeCO.  seqm(7it)(r]?,e(\nnbxx'LGJxB. 

206.  And]    Ac    R.      reuerenced]         21.3.  BatatintUche]  Bataulich  C. 
yreu<^renced  C.  "  2U.  Ms  (2)]  COB  vm. 

207.  \>cre]  That  C.  215.  And]  Ac  R.    pouerte]  pouert 

208.  fer]  B  om.     awey]  wei  R.  RB. 

209.  reaute]   realte   O;    rente   B.  216.    Arst]    Or  R.       >«"]    or    R. 
yherde]  herde  C  ;  herd  OB.                      ]>e]  0  om.     he]   R  om,     hath]  hauejj 

210.  rh^te  softe]  many  tyme  hym     WR ;  has  C. 

fftt  W,  "  217.  Ac]  And  C. 

211.  heigh]   ri^t   R.     oft]   W  om.         2\Q.  it]W  om. 

ricchesse]  riche  R;  Richesse  h}Tn  W,         221.  byddyng]  hiddynges'SY.  lones] 
{inpossihile  W]  possihile  LCROB.  looues  0. 
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HOW  POVERTY  OFTEN  PRESERVES  MSN 


[PASl 


S.  XIV. 


he  resists  not 
wrath. 


If  l:e  lias 
glHtttmp.  it  is 
only  for  good  ale. 


not  for  other 
lu  .u  ies. 

If  !e  yields  to 
sloth,  he  sutlers 
for  it. 


u4  varice  cannot 
giajiple  with 
him  fiiirly, 


having  too  long 
arniK 


for  fair  wrestling 
with  liim. 


And  buxomenesse  and  boste  •  aren  euer-more  at  werre, 
Ajid  aytlier  bateth  otber  •  in  alle  ruanere  werkes. 
If  wrattbe  wrastel  with  jje  pore  •  be  batb  fe  worse 
ende;  224 

For  if  fey  botbe  pleyne  •  fe  pore  is  but  fieble, 
And  if  be  cbyde  or  cbatre  •  bym  cbieuetb  jje  worse ; 
[For  louUcb  be  loketb  •  and  louebcbe  is  bis  specbe, 
J3at  mete  or  mone  •  of  otber  men  mote  asken.  228 

And  if  glotonie  greue  pouerte  *  be  gaderetb  jje  lasse, 
For  liis  rentes  ne  wol  nau^te  recbe  •  no  ricbe  metes  to 

And  JJ0U3  bis  glotonye  be  to  gode  ale  •  be  gotb  to  cold 

beddynge, 
And  bis  beued  vn-beled  •  vn-esilicbe  I-wrye ;  232 

For  wlian  be  streynetb  bym  to  strecbe  •  fe  strawe  is 

bis  scbetes ; 
So  for  bis  glotonie  and  bis  grete  scleutlie  •  be  batb  a 

greuous  penaunce, 
jpat  is  welawo  wban  be  waketb  •  and  wepetb  for  colde, 
And  su?w  tyme  for  bis  synnes  •  so  he  is  neuere  miu'ie, 
Withoutc  mornynge  amonge  •  and  mischief  to  bote.] 
^   And   if  coueitise  wolde   cacche  ]?e  pore  •  fiei  may 

nou3t  come  togideres,  238 

And  by  j)e  nckke  namely  '  her  none  may  lientc  otber. 
For  men  knowoth  wel  jjat  coueitise  •  is  of  a  kene  wille, 
And  batb  bondes  and  amies  •  of  a  longe  lengtbe, 
And  pouerte  nis  but  a  petit  jjinge  •  appereth  noujt  to 

bis  naule,  242 

And  lonely  layke  was  it  neuere  •  bitAvene  jje  longe  and 

pe  sliorte. 


222.  vwvc'\  CB  om. 

223.  ayther']  ei>er  WOB. 

224.  n-raster]  wrystel  C.  W, 

225.  For'\  And  WO. 
227— 2.'57.  In  II  <?«///.     Cf.  C-Text.    2^etit']  pety  R.     naulc']  nauele  WCR  ; 
2.'i8.  (/]  }30U3  E.     n-oldr']  w.ilde  R  ;     name  (!)  B;   in  mavijhi  ^/ L— vmbili- 

"VVCOB  om.  Qhs. 

239.  hci--\  for  B.     hcntc'\  hcnten  K.         243.  W]  COB  om. 


210.  n-ct]  0  om.     «]  W  om. 

241,  a   lonfjc'\   longe  R;    ful  greet 

r 

242.  «/.s-]  ne  is  R  ;  is  O.     «]  0  om. 


PASS.  XIV.]  FROM    THE    SEVEN    DEADLY    SINS.  249 

And  ])Ough  auarice  wolde  angre  po  pore  •  he  liatli  but        [Foi.gi.] 

litel  my3te,  2^4 

For  pouerte  liatb.  but  pokes  ■  to  putteu  in  his  godis,         ^vimt  is  a 

1  •        1     il        1  •  1  1  1  /I-  beggar's  bag  to 

pere  auaricc  hatli  almanes  •  aud  yreu-bounde  coiires  ;       an  ironco.rer? 

And  whether  be  lifter  to  breke  1  •  lasse  boste  it  maketh, 

A  beggeres  bagge  •  pan  an  yren-bounde  coffre  !  248 

^  Lec'herye  loueth  hyin  noujt  •  for  he  jeueth  but  lytel  Lechery  io\es 

''  J  :>  ?  J  not  the  poor. 

syhier, 
!N"e  doth  hyni  noujte  dyne  delycatly  •  ne  dryuke  vvyn  oft, 
A  straws  for  fe  stuwes  !  •  it  stode  nou3t,  I  trowe, 
Had  pei  [no  pyng]  but  of  pore  men  •  her  houses  were 

vntyled  !  252 

If  And  Jjough  sleuthc  suwe  pouerte  •  and  serue  noust  He  is  save  i 

from  stolh  by 
god  to  paye,  adversity. 

Mischief  is  his  maister  •  and  maketh  hym  to  thynke. 
J?at  god  is  his  grettest  helpe  *  and  no  gome  elles, 
And  his  seruaunt,  as  he  seith  •  and  of  his  sute  bothe. 
And  where  he  be  or  be  nou3te  •  he  bereth  pe  signe  of 
pouerte,  257 

And  in  pat  secte  owre  saueoure  •  saued  al  mankynde. 
For-thi  al  ppre  pat  paciente  is  •  may  cLaymen  and  asken  Weii  may  tiie 

patient  poor 

After  her  endynge  here  •  heuene-riche  bhsse.  claim  iieaven  i 

*[r  Moche  hardier  may  he  axen  •  pat  here  myjte  haue 

his  wille 
In  kinde  and  in  lordship  •  and  hkynge  of  bodye,      262  Much  more  mny 

he  Uiat  forsalvcs 

And  for  goddis  loue  leueth  al  •  an  lyueth  as  a  beggere  ;     his  weaitii, 

244.  angre']  C  oiil.     hut]  but  a  B.  2.j3.  god']  C  on. 

24.5.  godis]  soddes  C ;  soddis  B.  2.-)5.  his]   RB  om.     gome]   man  C ; 

247.  lassc — if]  so  in  LCROB  ;  and     n-tth  i.  gome  above  it. 

lasse  boost  W.  256.  Follows  I.  257  in  B.     his  (1)] 

248.  beggeres]   begger   C.     coffre]     so  in  IjOB  ;  isC;  he  his  (printed  he 
coffires  (sic)  C.  is)  W  ;   he  is  E.     side  bothe]   suyte 

250.  iioifite]  B  om.  bethe  C  ;  suyte  bo{?e  B. 

251,  252.     B  omits,    stuwes]  styue-         257.  where^  wheif^e/'  WC  ;  ■nhcj^c'r  . 
hous  B.     it]   hit  ne  B  ;  \>e.i  W.      \_7io     OB.     he  (2)]  C  omits. 

)>ling  WCOB]  none  L.    pore  me»]   a         259.  al  j'orc]   alle  pore  11 ;    euery 

pore  man  B.     were]  stoode  W;  stood  poore  W  ;  al  pouerte  COB.    paciente] 

C  ;  stoden  0  ;   stonden  B  ;  j^robahli/  paciens  U. 

owing  to  stode  in  1.  251.      vntijlfd]         2()2.  loiide]  lorde  R, 

vnhiied  0  ;  which  is perhajts  right.  263,  an]  aud  WCROB. 
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THE    TRUE    DEFINITION    OF    POVERTY.  [I'ASS.  XIV. 


as  a  betrothed 
iMiiid  forsakes 
lier  kindred. 


For  so  is  he 
who  forsakes 
wealth." 


"  What  is 
poverty  ?  "  said 
Haukyn. 


See  Vincent  of 

Beauvais, 

Speculum 

n  istoHale,  1.  x. 

c.  71. 


"  What  is  tliis 
in  English  ?  " 


And  as  a  mayde  for  mannes  loue  •  lier  moder  forsaketh, 
Ilir  flider  and  alle  her  frendes  •  and  folwetli  liir  make, 
JNIoclie  is  sucLe  a  mayde  to  louie  •  of  hym  fat  such  one 

taketh,  2G6 

More  fan  a  mayden  is  •  fat  is  maried  forw  brokage, 
As  hi  assent  of  sondry  partyes  •  and  syluer  to  bote, 
More  for  coueitise  of  good  •  fan  kynde  loue  of  bothe  ; — 
%  So  it  fareth  bi  eclie  a  persone  *  fat  jDOSsessiou/i  for- 
saketh, 270 
And  put  hym  to  be  pacient  •  and  pouerte  weddeth, 
jje  "which  is   sybbe  to  god   hym-self  •  and   so  to  liis 

seyntes." 
IF  "  Haue  god  my  trouthe,"  qwod  Haukyn  •  "30  preyse 

faste  poue/ie ; 
Wliat  is  pouerte  with  pacience,"  q?wd  he  •  "  proprely 

tomene?"  274 

IT  "  PaifjJeiias,"  quod  pacience  "  ^' est  odihile  honum, 

Remocio    curarum,   possessio    sine    calumpnia, 

donum  dei,  sanitatis  mater ; 
Absque  solicltudine  semita,  sapiencie  tempered nx, 

negocium  sine  dampno  ; 
Incerta  fortuna,  absque  solicifudine  felicitas." 
^  "I  can  nou^t  construe  al  f is,"  qwod  Haukyn  •  "  39 

moste  konne  [me]  fis  on  englisch."  276 

"  In  enghsch,"  quod  pacyence,  "  it  is  wel  harde  •  Avel 

to  expounen  ; 
Ac  somdel  I  shal  seync  it  •  by  so  f  ow  vnderstonde. 


2f)4.  /<;?•]  for  n  R. 

2G5.  7/(7']  Ari'l  0.  folwetJt']  fo'o\\es 
C  ;  folwed  R. 

2(50.  siiche  «]  j^at  R.  Moclie — 
louie']  Miiclie  moore  is  to  louo  W. 

267.  More — is]  Than  is  )?at  maideu 
W.     is  (2)]  C  om. 

208.  ^l.v]  And  COB. 

271.  put]  puttcs  C  ;  putti>  OB. 

272.  ]pe]  11  om.  to — seyntes]  ney^ 
is  pouerte  R. 

273.  je — fasten]    ]pai   hwyve   fastc 


preyse  R. 

274.  tvit'']  R  om.     quod  Zte]  0  om. 

275.  sanitatis]  sanitas  CB  (also 
sanitas  in  Mf^.  \V) ;  semita  R,  so- 
licitudine]  solitudine  R  (once)  ;  B 
{twice). 

276.  al]  COB  om.  ^e]  pe  R.  Ju-nne 
VIC  \yis]  so  in  WR  ;  kennc  ]p\&  L  ;  seye 
it  0 ;  seyn  hit  B  ;  sayn  C. 

277.  ivcl  (1)]  ful  B. 

278.  Ac]  And  CR.  \>on-]  ye  C  ;  jee 
B. 


PASS.  XIV.]  THE    EXroSITION    OF    THE    DEFINITION.  251 

I'ouei'te  is  pe  first  poyiitc  •  ]jat  piyJc  inoste  liatetli,  i.  "I'overty  is 

Tliaiiue  is  it  good  by  good  skil  •  ul  jjat  agastetli  prydc.      ^  "^ "  lopndc, 
Ei3te  as  contriciouu  is  confortablc  finge  •  conscience 
wote  wel,  281 

And  a  sorwe  of  hym-self  *  and  a  solace  to  pe  sowlc,  [Foi.  ci  &.] 

So  pouerte  propreliche  •  punaunce,  and  ioye,  and  iieaiih  to  the 

Is  to  Jje  body  •  pure  spiritual  lieltlie,  281    °'^" 

E)-go  paupertas  est  odihile  honum, 
And  contriciou?i  confort  •  &  cura  anhnarum. 
IT  Selde  [sit]  pouerte  •  pe  sotlie  to  declare,  2.  it  has  fen-  i-o- 

r\  •  •  •    •  1    •  sponsibililies. 

Or  as  lustyce  to  lugge  men  •  enioigned  is  no  pore, 

]^e  to  be  a  IMaire  aboue  men  •  ne  mynystre  vnder  kynges; 

Selden  is  any  pore  yput  •  to  punysshen  any  peple ;  289 

liemocio  curaruin. 
Ergo  pouerte  and  pore  men  •  perfornen  pa  comaunde- 
ment, 

Nollte  iudicare  (luemquam.    ]5e  fridde  : — 
IF  Selde  is  any  pore  ricbe  •  but  of  rijtful  heritage  ; 
Wynnetb.  be  naujt  witli  weglites  fals  •  ne  with  vnseled  3.  The  poor  do 

_„_    not  win  wealth 

mesures,  292  faiseiy. 

K-e  borweth  of  bis  negliliores  *  but  jjat  be  may  wel  paye, 

Possessio  sine  calumpnia. 
^  ])Q  fierthe  is  a  fortune  *  J?at  florisslietb  pa  soule  *.  rnverty  is  the 

Wyth  sobrete  fram  al  synne  •  and  also  jit  more ; 
It  affaiteth  pe,  flessbe  •  fram  folyes  ful  manye,  296 

A  collateral  conforte  *  crystes  owne  jifte, 

280.  if]  C  om.  289.    any]    enemye  (!)    E.     yimfl 

281.  wote]  it  woot  O.  putte  CB. 

282.  a  (2)]  COB  om.  290.  The  n-ords  \>e  J^ridde  are  really 
28i.  spiritual]  p^rpetiiel  O.  only  a  title  to  the  parayruph  foUow- 

285.  animaritm']    COB    add    the     ing.     Cf.  1.  294. 

n-ords  the  secounde,  tvhich  is  really  291,  any  pore]  pore  rist  E.     of]  of 

only  a  title  to  the  paragraph  folloiv-  his  E. 

ing.     Cf.  1.  290.  292.    n^eghfes]  wijtes  W ;   weightes 

286.  [sit  WE]  sitte  (wJiich  is  in-  C  ;  weyjtis  OB  ;  wittes  E.     7vith  (2)] 
ferior  spelling')  LCO  ;  sytte)?  B.  COB  om. 

287.  Or]   For  W.     as]   a  B.     en-  294.  fierthe]  fer|je  WEOB  ;   ferde 
ioigned — pore]  E  om.  C.     is]  it  is  E.     a]  B  cm. 

288.  to]    for    to    E.      «]    W   om.         295.  synne]  synnes  0. 
ahoue]  ou«'e  E.     hjnges]  kyng  0, 


THE    DEFIXiriON    OF    POVERTY    EXPLAINED.  [PASS.  XIV. 


5.  It  is  the 
mother  of 
liealth. 


6.  The  poor  may 
walk  uiirobbeJ 
tlirough  the  pass 
of  Alton ; 


so  poverty  is  a 
••ife  patli. 


Juvenal,  Sat.  x. 


7.  It  is  a  source 
of  wisdom. 


8.  It  deals  fairly 
with  others. 


9.  1 1  is  an  uncer- 
tain fortune, 
[Fol.  G2.] 


Donura  del. 
^  \)e  fyfte  is  moder  of  helthe  •  a  frende  in  alle  foudynges, 
And  for  jje  land  etiere  a  leche  •  a  lemman  of  al  cleimesse, 

Sanitatis  mater. 
IT  )je  sexte  is  a  path,  of  pees  •  30,  Jjorw  j^e  pas  of  altoure 
Pouerte  my3te  passe  •  -with-oute  peril  of  robbynge,    301 
For  jjcre  J)at  pouerte  passeth  •  pees  folweth  after, 
And  euere  Jie  lasse  jjat  he  bereth  •  fe  hardyer  he  is  of 

herte ; 
For-])i  seith  seneca  •  ^)c«(^)e/'fa6"  est  absque  solicitudine 

semita,  304 

And  an  hardy  man  of  herte  •  amonge  an  hope  of  jjeues  ; 

Cantahlt  \_pauper\  coram  latrone  viator. 
IF  \)Q  seueneth  is  welle  of  wisdome  •  and  fewe  wordes 

sheweth, 
For  lordes  alloweth  hyni  litel  •  or  lysteneth  to  his  reson, 
He  temj)reth  fe  tonge  to-treuthe-ward  •  and  no  tresore 

coueiteth ;  308 

Sapiencie  temperatrix. 
%  The  eigteth  is  a  lele  laborere  •  and  loth  to  take  more 
}?an  lie  may  wel  deserue  •  in  sonier  or  in  wynter, 
And  if  [he]  chafFareth,  he  chargoth  no  losse  •  mowe  he 

charite  wynne  ; 

Negocium  sine  d'unpno. 
II  The  nyneth  is  swete  to  J)e  soule  •  no  sugre  is  swettere  ; 
For  pacyence  is  payn  •  for  pouerte  hym-selue,  313 

And  sobrete  swete  drpike  •  and  good  leche  in  sykenesse, 


298.  is']  it  is  ]>e  R.     Jielthe']  hele  R. 

299.  land]  so  in  W;  lawde  RC ; 
lewede  0  ;  lewid  B.  Sanitatis]  Sani- 
tas  CB(andin  MS.W). 

.300.  sccte]  sixte  it  R.  2^"t//] 
paf^Jje  O  ;  paaf^  B.  pas  of]  pa  (sic) 
R.  alioun]  Aultone  WC  ;  aultou?i  O  ; 
altone  RB. 

303.  ]>a^  O  om.     he  (2)]  R  om. 

304.  solicitudine']  solitudine  ROB. 

305.  [_jmvjjer  O]  paupertas  LWCR 
B ;  see  Note,     viato?-]  viatore  W. 


306.  is]  it  is  R.     n-elle]  wille  CB. 

307.  For]  Ther-fore  W.  litel]  lite 
R. 

308.  He]  For  he  W.  and]  \ai  R. 
Sapiencie,  S)c7]  R  om. 

309.  eigtetli]  eiglite  CB.  is]  it  is 
R.    rt]Bw«.    ;rt&r/;r;r]  labour  WCOB. 

311.  [7(6' WCROB]  L  om.;  hut  the 
line  is  marked,  chajjareth]  chaffare 
COB.     rri/nne]  wynte  R. 

312.  nyneth]  nythe  it  {sic)  R  ;  ny- 
jonte  B.    to]  for  6.    is  (2)]  COB  om. 


PASS.  XIY.J  IIAUKYN    WEErS    BITTERLY    FOR    HIS    SIXS.  253 

j)ns  lerecl  me  a  lettred  man  •  for  owre  lordes  loue, 

Seynt  austyn,  a  blissed  lyf  •  with-outen  bysynesse,  31G  and  a  bies-.iin- 

without  caie." 

For  body  and  for  some  •  absque  sohcitudine  felicitas. 
Xow  god,  jjat  al  good  gyiieth  •  graunt  his  soule  reste, 
Jpat  ]jus  fyrst  "\^^.'ote  to  wyssen  men  •  what  pouerte  was 

to  mene  ! " 
^  "Alias  !"  qMod  haulcyn  jje  actyf  man  fo  •  "  fat,  after  "Aias!"  said 

Haukyn,  "  how 

my  crystendome,  320  sore  it  is  to  live 

uihI  sill '  '* 

I  ne  hadde  ben  ded  and  doluen  •  for  doweles  sake  ! 

So  liarde  it  is,"  c{2(od  hankyn.  *  "  to  lyne  and  to  do  synne. 

Synne  suweth  vs  euere,"  qiiodi  he  •  and  sori  gan  wexe, 

And  Avepte  water  with  his  eyghen  •  and  weyled  Jje  tyme,  Then  he  wept 

for  his  sins, 

J?at  euere  he  dede  dede  ■  ])at  dere  god  displesed ;      325 

Swowed  and  sobbed  •  and  syked  ful  ofte, 

J5at  euere  he  hadde  londe  or  lordship  •  lasse  other  more, 

Or  maystrye  ouer  any  man  •  mo  pan  of  lipn-self.     328 

"I  were  nou3t  worthy,  wote  god,"  q?<od  haukyn  ■  "to  declaring Wm 

were  any  clothes, 
Xe  noyther  sherte  ne  shone  •  saue  for  shame  one. 
To  keure  my  caroigne,"  q7<6»d  he  •  and  cryde  mercye  faste. 
And  wepte  and  weyled  •  and  ]?ere-with  I  awaked.     332  awakes!'^'"'^'^ 

315.  lettred']  lered  R.     Ions'}  loue     dedel  dide  dede  WCO. 

of  heuene  W.  .326.    Snwwed']    Swouned   (^printed 

316.  «]   CB  om.     hijsynesse']  bisy-     Swound)  W ;  Swonde  C  ;  He  swowned 
nesse  ladde  W.     Cf.  C-Text.  B. 

317.  for  (2)]  COB  om.     absque]  R         327.  or]  ou^cr  W.     lordshqj]  larde 
om.     soUc'ititdine]  solitudine  B.  {corrected  to  lord)  0. 

319.  \>us]  l^isWCO.  329.  ivote  god']   wite  god  R;  COB 

320.  \>e — )>o]  R  om.  om.     ivere]  werien  W ;  werie  CR. 

321.  doweles]  dowel  C.  330.  Ne]  B  om.     noyther]  nouther 

322.  do]  do  (jjrinted  do  no)  "W.     C  ;  neij^er  WOB, 

/See  Note.  331.  ca;w'i7«e]  cariogne  C;  careyne 

323.  suweth]  scheweth  R.  W ;     caroyne    R  ;     carojTie    wij?    B. 

324.  tyme]  thyme  C.  mercye  faste^  fast  mercye  COB. 

325.  euere  he]  he  euere  WO.  dede         332.  awaked]  waked  C. 


self  unwortliy  to 
wear  more 
clothes  than  a 
shirt. 


254 


MANY    COUNT    THE    POET    AS    A    FOOL. 


PASS.  XV. 


PASSUS  XV  (PEOLOGUE  TO  DO-BET). 

Passus  xv"' :  finlt  dowel,  (^-  incqnt  dohd. 


It  took  me  long 
to  make  out  what 
Do-'.vell  was. 


Many  thought 
nie  a  fool, 


becau'se  I 
reverenoeil  not 
lords. 


Again  I  slept. 


I  saw  one 
witliout  tongue 
or  teeth. 


A  c  alter  my  Avakyiig  •  it  -was  AyoiKler  longe, 
-^  Ar  I  couth  kyndely  •  kuoAve  Avhat  was  dowel. 
Aud  so  my  witte  wex  and  wanyed  •  til  I  a  fole  were, 
And  so?nme  lakked  my  lyf  •  allowed  it  fewe,  4 

And  leten  [me]  for  a  lorel  •  and  loth  to  reuerencen 
Lordes  or  ladyes  •  or  any  lyf  elles, 
As  persones  in  pellure  •  with  pendanntes  of  syluer  ; 
To  seriaiuitz  ne  to  suche  •  seyde  noujte  ones,  8 

'  God  loke  ^ow,  lordes  ! '  •  ne  louted  faire  ; 
Jjat  folke  helden  me  a  fole  •  and  in  jjat  fulye  I  raued, 
Tyl  resouft  hadde  reuthe  on  me  •  and  rokked  me  aslepe, 
Tyl  I  soigh,  as  it  sorcerye  were  '  a  sotyl  pinge  with-al, 
One  with-outen  tonge  and  teeth  •  tolde  me  whj'der  I 

shulde,  1 3 

And  wher-of  I  cam  and  of  what  kynde ;  •  I  conjureil 

hym  atte  laste, 


Title.  So  in  W ;  Passus  xiiij?/s 
de  visione,  vt  supra  R ;  Passus  xv?/.?. 
Ex])]icit  de  do-wel,  &  Incipit  primus 
de  do-bet  C ;  Passus  xvws  de  dowel. 
Et  incipit  prim?/.?  de  dobet  B;  Passus 
q?//ntodecim?/.s'  O. 

1.  Ac^  As  B;  An  C.  waln/iuj'] 
walkynge  RB.     wonder']  C  om. 

2.  colli h\  koude  WC  ;  coude  RB. 

3.  fl]  B  om. 


5.   [wc  WRB]  LCO  om. 

7.  ovitli]  and  with  COB. 

8.  ne'\    and  R.     seyde]   and   seide 
R  ;  seide  I  W. 

]0.   ine'\  C  om. 

12.  ii]  it  of  R.     a]  &  O. 

13.  ivhyder]  wonder  R. 

14.  of]     COB    om.       of—l'i/ndc] 
wliider  I  scbulde  R. 


PAFS.  XV.]  IX    A    NEW    DREAM,    HE    BEHOLDS    REASON.  255 

If  lie  were  crystes  creature  *   for  crystcs  loue  me  to 

tellen. 
IT  "  I  am  crystes  creature,"  quod  he  •  "and  crystene  in  who saifi he wns 

Christ's  cre:itui  e, 

many  a  place,  IG 

In  crystes  courte  I-knowe  wel   •  and  of  his  kynne  a 

partye. 
Is  noyther  peter  jje  porter  •  ne  poule  with  his  fauchoune,  and  known  to 

Peter  iind  Puul. 

)ja[t]  wil   defende  me  pe  dore   •  dynge  ich  neure  so 

late. 
At  mydnyjt,  at  mydday  •  my  voice  so  is  ylcnowe,       20 
])nt  cche  a  creature  of  his  courte  *  v/elcometh  me  fayre." 
IT   "What   ar   36    called,"    quod    I,    "in    pat  courte   •  i  asUed  him  his 

name. 

amonges  crystes  peple  1 " 
"J3e  whiles  I  quykke  be  corj)s,"  qjiod  he  ■  "called  am       [Foi. r.2;;.i 

"  Auiiiut,"  he 

I  anima  ;  said, 

And  whan  I  wilne  and  wolde  •  animus  ich  hatte  ;       24  "a.uo  animus. 
And  for  fat  I  can  and  knoAve  •  called  am  I  mens  ;  mens. 

And  whan  I  make  mone  to  god  •  memoria  is  my  name  ;  memoHa, 
And  whan  I  deme  domes  •  and  do  as  treuthe  techeth, 
jjanne  is  racio  my  ri^t  name  •  resou^i  an  englisshe  ;     28  ratio. 
And  whan  I  fele  fat  folke  telleth  •  my  firste  name  is 

SenSUS,  scnsus. 

And  fat  is  wytte  and  wisdome  •  fe  welle  of  alle  craftes  ; 
And  whan  I  chalange  or  chalange  nou3te  •  chepe  or 

refuse, 
jpanne  am  I  conscience  ycalde  •  goddis  clerke  and  his  consdentia, 

notarie ;  32 

15.  creature]    creature  quod  he  B.  2.3. (2'?/y^Z'e]quykne(^?rJrtife<?quikne) 
for — lo7ie~\  anoon  W.  W  ;    quikye    R  ;    quik   was   in   COB. 

16.  crystes']  crista  C.     a]  R  nm.  corps]  body  C.     called^  I-cald  R. 

17.  crystes]  crist  C.     his]  CB  om.  24.  and]  or  0.     aninivs]  anima  B. 

18.  ne]  ne  {^jr'inted  Nor)  W.     his]  25.    and^    W    ovi.      mens]    men.s. 
fe  R.  thou^te  R. 

19.  ]>at]  so  in  WCROB ;  J^a  L ;  hit  28.  resoyn]   &  resouw  O.     an]   on 
marked  for  correction.  WCOB. 

20.  so  is]  is  so  R.     ylmotve]  knowe  29,  firste']  CB  om. 

W;  knowen  0.  31.  I]  0  om.     chepe]  clepe  0. 

21.  eche^  Ich  R ;  Illie  C.  32.  conscience]  C  om. 

22.  quod  1]  follows  courte  in  COB. 
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THE    NUMEROUS    NAMES    OF    REASON. 


[pass.  XY. 


aud  spiritus.' 


See  Isidore, 
Etymol.  lib.  xi. 
c.  1. 


"You  have  as 
many  names  as  a 
bisliop,"  said  I. 


"  I  suppose  you 
would  fain  know 
what  tliey 
mean  ?  "  said  he. 


"Yes,"  said  I. 


And  wlian  T  loue  lelly  •  owre  lorde  and  alle  other, 
)2anne  is  lele  lone  my  name  '  and  in  latyn  amor  ; 
And  whan  I  flye  fro  Jie  flesshe  •  and  forsake  jje  caroigne, 
)3anne  am  I  spirit  specheles  •  and  sin'rifus  Jjanne  ieh 
hatte.  36 

Austyn  and  ysodorns  •  ayther  of  hem  hothe 
Nempned  me  ]3us  to  name  ;  •  now  Jjow  my3te  chese, 
HoAV  Jiow  coueitest  to  calle  me  •  no^v  Ipovr  knowest  alle 
my  names. 

Anima  j;;'0  diuersis  adionihus  diitersa  noviina 
sortitur :  dum  viulficat  corpxis,  anima  est  ; 
dum  vidf,  animus  est;  dum  scit,  mens  est; 
dum  recolit,  memoria  est.  Dum  iudicat,  raeio 
est;  dum  sentit,  sensus  est ;  dum  amat,  amor 
est ;  dum  negat  vel  consent  it,  consciencia  est ; 
dum  sjnrat,  spiritus  est." 
^  "5e  ben  as  a  bisshop,"  qnod  I  •  al  bonrdynge  J:at 
tyme,  40 

"For  bisshopes  yb^essed  •  Jiei  bereth  many  names, 
Presul  and  po7itifex  •  and  metropoUtaniis, 
And  other  names  an  hepe  •  episcoptis  &  pastor.''' 
IF  "  ]5at  is  soth,"  seyde  he  •  "  now  I  se  fi  wille  !  44 

)pow  woldest  knowe  and  kunne  ■  fe  cause  of  alle  her 

names, 
And   of  myne,   if  |)nw   niy3test   •    me   };inketh   by   f»i 

speche  !  " 
IT  "  36,  sjTe,"  I  seyde  •  "  by  so  no  man  were  greued. 
Alle    J)e   sciences   vnder  sonne   •  and   alle   fe   sotyle 


craftes 

34.  and^  C  om. 
3.-).  fye']  fle  R. 
30.  7]  I  a  W.     and']  WCOB  ovi. 

37.  ayther']  o>er  B.  E. 

38.  now]    and    now   W.      my^te] 
my^tist  O. 

Hi).  7io7v]  for  now  W.     \)ow  hnom- 
est]  knawestow  C  ;    k newest  fjow  B. 
alle]    W  om.      vult]    wit    {&ic)    R.      C. 
scit]  B  om.]  sit  R. 


48 

40.  as]  B  om. 

41.  Yel]  COB  nm. 

42.  mctropolitaHUs]   melropolaniis 

4.5.  her]  my  W. 
4G.  myne]  me  W. 

47.  so]  so  )jat  B. 

48.  sciences]  science  ROB ;  sciens 


PASS.  XV.]  REASON  REPROVES  THE  POET.  257 

I  wolde  I  knewe  and  couth  •  kyndely  in  myne  lierte ! " 

^'  "  jpanne  artow  inparfit,"  quod  lie   •   "and  one  of  "Then  you  are 

too  proutl," 

prydes  kny3tes  ;  said  he. 

For  sucli  a  luste  and  lykynge  ■  lucifcr  fel  fram  heuene  : 

Ponam  pedem  meum  in  aquilone,  Sf  similis  ero  isaiahxiv.it. 
aUissimo. 
^  It  were  a^eynes  kjTide,"  qiiod  he  •  "and  alkjTines  "Xo  one  can 

expect  to  know 
reSOU?*,  52    everything'. 

)?at  any  creature  shidde  kunne  al  "  excepte  cryste  one. 
Ajein  such  Salomon  speketh  •  and  dispiscth  her  wittes, 

And  seith,  sicut  qui  mel  comedit  multum,  non  est  Prov.  xxv.  27. 
ei  honum :   Sic  qui  scndator  est  maiestatis, 
opprimitur  a  gloria. 
To  englisch  men  Jiis  is  to  mene  •  fat  mowen  speke  &  Too  mucii  honey 

doyetli  the  maw. 

jiere, 
Jje   man   J?at   moche   hony  eteth    •   liis   mawe   it  en- 

gleymeth ; 
And  Jie  more  fat  a  man  •  of  good  mater  hereth,  57 

But  he  do  fer-after  •  it  doth  hym  double  scathe  : 
Beatus  est,  seith  sejmt  Bernard  •  qrd  scripturas  legit,  [Foi.  gs.] 

Et  verha  vert  it  in  opera  '  fullich  to  his  powere.  60  cf.  John  xiii.  17. 

Coueytise  to  kunne  '  and  to  knowe  science 
Pulte  out  of  paradys  •  Adam  and  Eue, 

Sciencie  appetitus  Iwminem  inmortalitatis  \_glo-  Lustofitnow- 

.   -,  - .        , ,  ledge  caused  the 

ria\  spjoliauit.  fan. 

And  ri3te  as  hony  is  yuel  to  defye  •  and  engleymeth  fe 

mawe, 
Ei3t  so  fat  f orw  reaou?i  •  wolde  f e  rote  knowe  64 

49.  I  (2)]  OB  om.     hneive]  knowe         59.  esf]  B  om. 

COB.     couth']  ku«ue  0.  60.    verha  vertW]   vertit  ve/'ba  R. 

50.  i?ij)arjit]  vnpfl?-fit  CB.  prydes]     fullich']  follich  R. 
pride  C.  Gl,  62.  C  omits. 

52.  alhjnncs]  alle  kynnes  W;  alle         61.  science]  sciences  W, 

kyne  E  ;  al  kyns  0 ;  alkyn  B.  62.    Pulter]   so  in  R  ;    Putte  AVE  ; 

53.  one]  R  om.  Pullede    0.      [gloria   WO]    gloriam 

54.  02)2}rimitur]  opprmiatur  E.  LCRB. 

56.  eteth]   eet  R ;  eteis  C.     it  en-  63.  ri-^tc]  ?ct  R. 

gleymeth]    it    englames    C ;     is    en-  64.  \>at]  he  fat  W. 

glaymed  R ;  is  engleymed  B. 

17 
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FOOLISH    EXPEXDITURE    IS    BLAMEWORTHY.  [PASS.  XV. 


Bora.  xii.  3. 


Doctors  should 
leave  liard 
matters,  and 
talk  of  the  seven 
sins. 


and  foolish 
spending  of 
monty. 


Ps.  xcvi.  7 
(Vulg.). 


Of  god  and  of  his  grete  myjtes  •  his  graces  it  letteth. 
For    in    Jje    lykyng    lith    a    pryde   •    and   a   lycanies 

coueitise, 
A^ein  crystes  conscille  •  and  alle  clerkes  techyng, 

That  is,  non  ^lus  sapere  quam  oj)ortet  saj^ere..- 
Freres  and  fele  other  maistres  •  fat  to  ])e  lewed  men 

p?*echen,  68 

3e    moeuen   materes   inmesiirables    •    to    tellen    of    \q 

Trinite, 
J:at  ofte  tymes  ])e  lewed  peple  •  of  hir  bileue  douten. 
Bettere  hyleue  -were  mony  •  doctoures  such  techyiig, 
And  tellen  men  of  )?e  ten  comaundementz  •  and  touchen 

Jje  seuene  synnes,  72 

And  of  \q  braunches  |)at  burgeou?zeth  of  hem  •  and 

bryngeth  men  to  helle, 
And  how   pat  folke  in  folyes   •   myspenden  her  fyue 

wittes, 
As  Avel  freres  as  other  folke  •  folilich  spenen 
In  honsyng,  in  haterynge   •  and    in-to  liiegh  clergye 

shewynge,  76 

More  for  pompe  j^an  for  pure  charite  •  ]?e  poeple  Avote 

fe  sotho 
}3at  I  lye  nou3t,  loo  !  •  for  lordes  je  plesen, 
And  reuerencen  pe  riche  •  J>e  rather  for  her  syluer  ; 

ConfundantuT  omnes  qui  adorant  scul[p]tilia  ; 
4*  cdihi  : 


65.  o/]  C  om.  grete']  COB  om. 
graces]  grace  COB. 

66.  j^e]{patB.  Uth]\yge&G.  a  (2)] 
in  a  CB  ;  W  om. 

■    68.  fele]  E  om.     \:c]  WO  om. 

69.  yf]  COB  om.  inmesnrahles] 
so  in  CB ;  Imesunibles  O  ;  viunesur- 
able  W ;  vnmesurables  R. 

70.  R  omits. 

71.  Beltre  it  were  to  manye  doc- 
tours  •  to  lenen  swich  tcchyug  W; 
Betere  by-leue  by  mono  •  doctoures 
tecliynge  R ;  Better  to  leue  wer  many  • 
doctours  swich  techyng  CB ;  O  Uhc  I/, 


with  to  bileue /or  byleue. 

72.  And]  To  C,     Y^  (1)]  C  om. 

73.  CB  om.  hurgeouneth]  burionej? 
W ;  bourgeleth  R. 

75.  S2}enen]  so  in  RC  ;  speuden  W ; 
Jjei  speuden  0 ;  speken  B.  In  margin 
of  0 — Pride  of  Freris. 

76.  a7id]  R  om.     in-to]  COB  ovi. 

77.  poejfle]  pople  H ;  peple  W;  pe- 
pile  C. 

78.  Ige]  ne  lye  0. 

79.  \:c  (2)]  R  om.  syluer]  good  is 
0.  Isculjjtilia  WCROB]  scultilia  L. 
viendacium]  &c.  R. 


PASS.  XV.]  TUE  FORCE  OF  EXAMPLE.  259 

Vi  quid  diligitis  vanitatem,   ^   queritls   men-  ps.  iv.  3  (Vuig.). 
dacium  ? 
Go  to  be  glose  of  be  verse  •  2e  grete  clerkes  ;  80  Ye  cierkP,  cringe 

■^  y     ^  fQY  jjioney's  sake. 

If  I  lye  on  30W  to  my  lewed  witte  •  ledeth  me  to 

brennjpge  L 
For  as  it  semetli,  2e  forsaketh  •  no  mannes  almesse,  No<a .-  de  fratri- 

^  bus  [margin  o/L.  ] 

Of  vsureres^of  hores  •  of  auarous  chapmen, 
And  louten  to  fis  lordes  ■  Jjat  mowen  lene  30W  notles, 
A^eine  30wre  renle  and  Eeligioun  •  I  take  recorde  at 
Ihesus,  85 

})at  seide  to  his  disciples  ■  7ie  sitis  personarum  acceptores.  cf.  Deut.  1. 17; 

"^  xvi.  19. 

^  Of  ))is  matere  I  my3te  •  make  a  longe  bible, 

Ac  of  curatoures  of  crystene  peple  •  as  clerkes  bereth 

"witnesse,  88 

I  shal  tellen  it  for  treuth  sake   •  take  hede  who  so 

lyketh  ! 
IF  As  holynesse  and  [honeste]    •  oute  of  holicherche  As  good  teachers 

spread  holiness, 
Spredeth  so  evil  teachers 

}3orw  lele  Ubbyng  men  •  fat  goddes  lawe  techen, 
Ei3t  so  out  of  holicherche  •  alle  yneles  spredeth,         92 
There  inparfyt  presthod  is  •  prechoures  and  techeres. 
And  se  it  by  ensample  •  in  somer  tyme  on  trowes, 
)?ere  somme  bowes  ben  leued  •  and  somme  bereth  none ;  some  boughs 
Jjere  is  a  myschief  in  Jje  more  •  of  snche  manere  bowes.    some  are  bare. 
Ei3t  so  pe?-sones  and  prestes  ■  and  prechoures  of  holy 
cherche,  97 

J5at  aren  rote  of  Jje  ri3te  faith  *  to  reulo  jje  peple  ; 
Ac  fere  jje  rote  is  roten  •  reson  wote  fe  sothe, 

80.  Ye"]  l^ise  W.  91.  lawe']  lawes  E. 

83.  of  (3)]  and  R.  92.    yiteles]     euel    B.      sjn-cdeth'] 

85.  and']  &  3oure  R.     at]  of  COB.       spredes  C ;  spreden  0 ;  spryngejj  W. 

86.  personanivi     acceptores]     R  93.  precliourei]  and  prechoures  R. 
transposes.  94.  And]  I  W.     trowes]  trewes  R. 

88.  of  (2)]  ouer  R.     In  margin  of         96.   more]    more  {printed  morre) 
0 — Curatis.  W;  moore  O. 

89.  treuth^  trufies  WCOB.     hede]         97.  so]  so  bi  W.    clierche]  cherches 
he  (!)  C.     hjheth]  lokes  C.  R. 

90.  As]  And  B.     [lioneste  WCRO         98.  \iat  aren]  Is  j^e  R. 
B]  honestcte  L.  99.  Ac]  And  WC. 
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HTPOCRIST    IS    LIKE    A    WHITED    WALL. 


[pass.  XV. 


[Fol.  r,i  b.] 
If  ye  clerks 
would  leave 
rich  clotUiii!?, 


unleimed  men 
would  amend. 


Hj'pocrisy  is  a 
snow-hidden 
dunghill,  or  a 
whited  wall. 


"  Faicr  wordcs  " 
[!7»  margin  of  C]. 


Slial  neure  fioiire  nc  fruto  •  ne  faire  leef  be  grene.  100 
For-])i,  wolde  36  lettred  leiie  •  ))e  leccherye  of  clotliynge, 
And  be  kynde,  as  bifel  for  clerkes  '  and  curteise  of 

crystes  goodes, 
Trewe  of  30wre  tonge  •  and  of  ^owre  taille  botlie, 
And  hatien  to  here  harlotrye  *  and  nou^t  to  vnderfonge 
Tj-tlies  of  vntrewe  |)inge  •  ytilied  or  chaffared,  105 

^  Lotlie  "vrere  lewed  men  •  but  jjei  ^OTn-e  lore  folwed, 
And  amenden  hem  fat  mysdon  ■  more  for  jowre  en- 
samples, 
j)an  forto  prechen    &    preue  it   non3t    •    ypocijsie    it 

semeth.  108 

For  ypocrysie  in  latyn  •  is  lykned  to  a  dongehnl, 
Jjat  were  bysnewed  with  snowe   •  and  snakes  wyth- 

inne ; 
*[[  Or  to  a  wal  fat  were  whitlymed  •  and  wore  foule 

wyth-inne. 
Ei3t  so  many  prestes  '  prechonres  and  prelates,         112 
3e  aren   enblaunched   with    hele  jparoles    •   and   with 

clothes  also, 
Ac  30^vre  T\'erkes  and  30Avre  wordes  j3«?-e-vnder  •  aren 

ful  vnlouelich. 
^  loliannes  crysostomus  '  of  clerkes  speketh  and  prestes, 
SiQut  de  templu  omne  honum  progredUur,  sic  de 
temjplo  omne  malum  procedit. 


101.  3^]  ^e  EB.  lettrecT]  lettred 
men  O. 

102.  hifeV]  fel  0.  curteise]  cur- 
tesie  C. 

10.3.  tallW]  taile  E;  tail  ^YCOB. 

10+.  hatien']  hauen  (!)  C.  novi^t] 
awit  R. 

105.  Tijthcs]  TetbesC.  ofvntrewe] 
of  trewe  R  ;  but  of  trewe  W.  ytilied 
— chaffarccT]  I-tyled  or  I-cbafarcd  R. 

107.  ameiideii]  amendeden  AV. 
^■at]  frat  f^ei  E. 

lOi).  For  ypocridc]  The  wbicb  W, 
is  lykiicd]  Ukned  is  CB.  dongehtd] 
doiijjroiuj  R. 


111.  CB  omit,  ivhitlymed]  wbj'^t- 
lymed  wifjout  O.     ivere]  0  07ii. 

11.3.  3^]  CB  om.  aren^  Er  C. 
also]  R  ovi. 

\U.  Ac]  And  EC.  :^07vre  (2)] 
COB  om.  }pere]  B  om.  ful]  B  om. 
vnlouelich^  wluelicbe  (si<')  E. 

11.5.  o'l/sostomus]  criostomus  E. 
progreditur]  cgreditur  COB;  procedit 
R.  floret]  floreret  O.  coruptum]  co- 
riipta  E.  omnium]  omnium  {j^rinted 
omnis)  W.  sacerdocium]  sacerdos  E. 
2}ecca7idum.]  p^ccatum  E.  pallidam- 
— inarcidant]  marcidaw  &  pallida/?* 
OCB.     intcligis]  In-tcllis  E. 


PASS.  XV.]  AS    THE   PRIESTS    ARE,    SO    IS    TUE    CUURCU.  2G1 

Si    saccrdoclum    integrum   fuerit,    tola   floret  a  soumi 

,  .  J  J-        -A  ■  prii!stliootl  ninkcs 

ecdesia ;  si  auteni  conqnum  jucrit,  omnium  a  tiomishins 

fides  marcida  est. 
Si  sacerdocium  fuerit  in  peccatis,  iotas  populus 

co\n\ue7'titur  ad  peccanduni. 
Sicut  cum  videris  arhorem  paUidam   ^   mar-  but,  as  a 

.,,.,  -,      .    .  -IT.-  T  witliered  tree 

ciaam,  inteiigis  quod  vicmm  tiabet  m  radice,     has  an  evii  root, 
Ita  cum  videris  populum  indiscipUnatum  ^  ir-  peo^l'silews 
religiosum,  sine  duhio  sacerdocium  eius  non  pri"s"hood^ 
est  sanum. 
^  If  lewed  men  wist  •  wliat  pis  latyn  mcneth,  116 

And  who  was  niyn  auctor  •  moclie  Av^ouder  me  ]?iukctli, 
But  if  many  a  prest  bere  *  fur  here  baselardes  and  here 

broches, 
A  jDcyre  bedes  in  her  liande  *  and  a  boke  vnder  her 

arme. 
Sire  lohan  &  sire  Geffray  •  hath  a  gerdel  of  syluer,   120  sir  Joim^a 
A  baseUarde,  or  a  ballokknyf  •  witli  botones  oueygylte.  hive  TsUver 
Ac   a  portous   fat   shulde    be   his    plow   *  placebo   to  ^"^'  '^' 

segge, 
Hadde  he  neure  se?'uyse  to  saue  syluer  j^er-to  •  seitli  it 

with  yvel_wille ! 
Alias  !  je  lewed  men  •  moche  lese  je  on  prestes,       1 24 
Ac  Jjinge  |)at  wykkediich  is  wonne  •  and  with  false  Things  wickedly 

won  go  to  widceJ 


men. 


sleigthes, 

Wolde  neuere  Avitte  of  witty  god  ■  but  wiliked  men  it 
hadde ; 

116.  In  margin  of  0 — Prestis.  hutone-<]  &  barres  0. 

117.  mho']  By/«. "  122.    Ac]   And  C.    j'ortoiis]  port- 

118.  a]    R   om.       here']     lieer    0.  liors  WB;   porthous   C;    porthos  0; 
here  (2)]   B  om.     for — broclwi]   for  portos  R.     segye]  saye  C. 

here  broches  and  for  here  baselardes  •  123.    save']   haue   R.     seith]  sayes 

K.  C.      it]    B    om.      seith — icille]    for 

119.  peyre]   peire  of  "W.      MS.  0  spendynjr  at  ale   0.     yvel]   euel   R; 
(which  in  1.  118   has  heer  for  bere)  ydel  WCOB. 

has  a  totally  different  line  here,  viz.  125.  Ac]  And  C. 

Schulden   go  synge   se/'uyseles  •   wij;  126.  witte]   ^e  wit  W COB.     witte 

sire  philip  ):q  sparwe.  —god^    of   witty   god   j^e    wit    COB. 

120.  liath — gerdel]  ban  gyrdeles  O.  hadde]  maked  R. 

121.  or  a]   aud  a  CB;  &  0.     with 


262 


THE    POET    ASKS    WHAT    CHARITY    IS. 


[pass.  XV. 


Evil  got  is  evil 
spent. 


Covetons  clerks 
die  intestate, 


and  are  bkimed 
after  deatli. 


[Fol.  G4.] 


Good  men  are 
lamented." 


"  Wliat  is 
charity  ?  "  said  I. 


pe  wliicli  aren  prestes  iiiparfit  ■  and  preclionres  after 

syluer,  127 

Sectoures  and  sudenes  •  somnoures  and  her  lemmannes. 
])is  Jsat  with  gyle  was  geten  •  vngraciouslich  is  spended ; 
So  harlotes  and  hores  •  ar  hulpen  with  such  goodis, 
And  goddes  folke    for   defante   jjor-of   •   forfarcn   and 

spillen. 
^  Curatoures  of  holykirke  •  as  clerlces  fat  ben  auerouse, 
Li3tlich  Jjat  pey  Icuen  •  loselles  it  habheth,  133 

Or  dyeth  intestate  •  and  fanne  ]>e  bisshop  entreth, 
And  maketh  murthe  pere-vrith  •  and  his  men  bothe, 
And  seggen,  '  he  was  a  nygarde  •  fat  no  good  my^te 

[aspare]  136 

To  frende  ne  to  fre??^med  •  fe  fende  haue  his  soule ! 
For  a  wrecched  hous  he  helde  •  al  his  lyf  tj'nie ; 
And  fat  he  spared  and  bispered  '  spene  we  in  murthe.' 
^  By  lered,  by  lewed  •  fat  loth  is  to  spende,  140 

}?us  gone  her  godes  *  be  f  e  goste  faren. 
Ac  for  good  men,  god  wote  •  gret  dole  men  maken, 
And  bjoneneth    good   mete-3yueres    •    and   in    mynde 

haueth, 
In  prayers  and  in  penaunces  •  and  in  parfyt  charite." 
^  "  What  is  charite  1 "  quod  I  f  o  •  "a  childissh  f  ingc," 

he  seide ;  145 


128.  Scctonresl  Seketoures  R;  Exe- 
cutours  W.  s^ideiies]  Sodenes  WEB ; 
suddenes  CO.  somnoures]  Somonowrs 
W. 

129.  Yis]  ThatW.  sjjended']  spened 
E  ;  despended  W. 

130.  hvlj?e)i]  so  in,  E  ;  holpe  AVO  ; 
holpen  C.  with']  f^oruj  O.  goodix] 
godeth  (!)  E. 

131.  And]  Ac  E. 

13.3.  lialheth]  hase  C ;  h^\>  B. 

134.  \}anne]  l^er  B. 

135.  \>ere-wUh]  f^er-myd  W. 

136.  [aspare  WCEB]  spare  0  ;  as- 
spare  L. 

137.  fremmed]  fremde  C;  frcm  B. 

138.  he  helde]  held  he  W. 


130.  hispercd]  bi-sperred  E ;  bi- 
sperde  0;  bispared  CB.  spcne]  so  in 
E ;  spende  COB ;  dispende  W.  we] 
we  hit  B  ;  C  om. 

140.  By — lewed]  Be  {;ei  lered  be 
l^ei  lewide  0;  Be  he  lewid  be  he  lerid 
B.     sjwnde]  spene  E  ;  despende  W. 

141.  (/o7ic']  goon  WC  ;  goen  R.  he] 
by  C. 

142.  <7^)7e]  deel  0 ;  del  B  ;  doelWC. 

143.  in]  C  cm.  hayeth^  hem 
haueth  EB. 

144.  penaunces]  penaunce  COB. 

145.  childissh']  childist  B.  sicut] 
sicut  W  (J)ut  not  2>rinied).  in — rclo- 
runi]  &c  0.  In  margin  of  L— quid 
est  carltas. 


PASS.  XV.]     THE  AUTUOR's  NAME  IS  "  LOXGE  WILLE."  263 

"Nisi  efficiaminl  sicut  ixiruull,  non  intrahltis  Mat. xviii. 3. 
in  regnum  celoruvi ; 
"With-outen  launtelte  or  folj  •  a  frc  liberal  wille." 
%  ''  "Where  slmkle  men  fyrnle  such  a  freiide  •  with  so 

fre  an  herte  % 
I  haue  lyued  in  londe,"  q?/oJ   I  •  "my  name  is  longe  "My name," 

S  said  I,  "is  Long 

\  wille,  148    Will;  I  have 

'  1-1'p  TM1I  never  found 

And  fonde  I  neuere  ful  charite  •  Difore  ne  bihynde  !         charity. 
Men  beth  mercyable  •  to  mendynantz  &  to  pore, 
And  wolen  lene  ]?ere  fei  leue  •  lelly  to  be?^  payed. 
IF   Ac   charite   fat   poule   preyseth   best    *   and   most 
plesaunte  to  owi-e  saueoure,  152 

As  non  \inj{atur^  non  \esi\  avibiclosa,  no7i  querit  1  cor.  xiii.  4, 5. 
que  sua  sunt, 
I  seigh  neuere  such  a  man  •  so  me  god  helpe, 
That  he  ne  wolde  aske  after  his  *  and  otherwhile  coueyte  au  whom  i  have 

.  seen  are 

Jpiuge  ])at  neded  hym  nou3t  •  and  nyme  it  if  he  my^te  !    covetous." 
^  Clerkis  kenne  me  ];at  cryst  •  is  in  alle  places  ;       156 
Ac  I  seygh  hym  neuere  sothly  •  but  as  my-self  in  a 

miroure, 

It\a\  in  em'gmafe,  tuvc  facie  ad  faciem.  1  cor.  xiii.  12. 

And  so  I  trowe  trewly  •  by  jjat  men  telleth  of  charite, 
It  is  nou3t  championes  fy3te  •  ne  chaffare,  as  I  trowe." 
^    "Charite,"    quod   he,    "ne  chaffareth    nou^te   '  ne  "Charity,"  said 

chalengeth,  ne  craueth.  loU  trader. 

As  proude  of  a  peny  •  as  of  a  pounde  of  golde, 

UG.fayntelte'jiimnteeO.  W;    god   K.      As]  Is   W;    CB   om. 

147.  fi/tule]  CB  om.  \_lnflatnr  WCROB]  inflatus  L.     [est 

148.  I  (1)]  B  om.     lyued']  CB  om.     WCROB]  L  om. 

J  (2)]   he  W.     longe]  lange  C.     In  155.  ncded  hym]  nedeth  hym  CO ; 

margin   of  L  —  note,    the    name   of  hym  neded  R.     nyme]  take  C.     he'] 

tliaucto?//'   (i/i   a    later    hand).      In  thay  C. 
margin  0/ R  arid  0— Longe  Wylle.  156.  henne]  tellen  0. 

150.  ^;<7;'e]  \>e  pore  0.  157.  Ac]  And  C.    neuere]  0  om.  (!) 

151.  leue]  loue  C.    jpayed]  apayed  a]  R  om.     [Ita  COB]    It  L;  Hie  R; 
R.  "VV  otn. 

152.  Ac]  And  C.  j^reysetJi]  pre-  158.  And  so]  A]soB. 
che}3  O.  plesaunte  to]  pleses  C;  100.  ■we  (2)]  noj^er  R. 
plese)?  OB.     owre  saueoure]  oure  lord         IGl.  of  {\)]  as  CB. 


2G4  THE    SV.'EET    DEMEANOUR    OF    CHARITY.  [PASS.  XV. 

And  is  as  glaclde  of  a  gounc  *  of  a  graye  russet 
As  of  a  tunicle  of  tarse  •  or  of  trye  scarlet. 
He  is  ever  glad.     He  IS  gladde  With  alls  gladde  •  and  good  ty[l]  aUe 
wykked,  164 

And  leueth.  and  loueth  alle  •  fat  owre  lorde  made. 
Ho  curses  no  one.  Carseth  lie  no  creature  •  ne  he  can  here  no  wratthe, 

'Ne  no  lykynge  hath  to  lye  •  ne  latighe  men  to  scorne. 
Al  fat  men  seith,  he  let  it  soth  •  and  in  solace  taketh, 
And  alle  manere  meschiefs  •  in  myldenesse  he  sulTreth  ; 
He  covets  not.       Coueitcth    he   none   ertldy   good    •    but    hcuene-riche 
bli:  se." 
SI   "  Hath  he  any  rentes  or  ricchesse  •  or  any  riche 

frendes  1 " 
IF  "  Of  rentes  ne  of  ricchesse  •  ne  reccheth  he  neuere.  172 
For  a  frende  fat  fyndeth  hyni  •  failled  hym  neuere  at 
nede ; 
Mat.vi.  10.  Flat-voluntas-tua  •  fynt  hym  euer  more. 

Ps.  xii.  6  (Vuig.).    And  if  he  soupeth,  ette  but  a  soppe  •  of  spera-in-deo. 
LFoi.  cij-.]       He  can  piu-treye  wel  fe  xmter-noster  •  and  peynte  it 
with  aiies,  176 

And  other- while  is  his  wone  •  to  wend^  in  pilgrymage, 
He  visits  men  in    ]?ere  pore  men  and  prisones  liggeth  •  her  pardou?z  to  haue. 
}5ough  he  here  hem  no  bred  •  he  bereth  hem  swetter 

lyflode, 
Loueth  hem  as  owre  lorde  biddeth  •  and  loketh  how 
f  ei  fare.  180 

103.  tarse'\  Cnrse  C;  say  B.     trye]  174.  fynf]  fyndes  C  ;  fyndi)^  OB. 

tried  CO  ;  fyn  B.  175.  souj)cth']  soupe  CO.     ette]  eet 

164.  tyl']   til  AVCRO;    to  B;   mis-  R;  ete>  W;  be  ete  C ;  he  etij?  OB. 
written  ty  in  li]  hut  inarliedfor  cor-  17G.  n-cl]  0  um,     aiies]  aue  R  ;  C 

rection.  om. 

1G5.  And']  He  R.  177.  is  his  n-one]  is  wone  R;  he  is 

IGG.  Cvrseth]  CorsepW;  Cursees  C.  woned  WB;    he  is  wonte  C;   he  is 

1G7.  hath  to]  haue  li.    moi]  mcH.  wone   0.     in]   on  W;    o  R;    C  om. 

1(')8.  let]  leet  W ;  lat  0.  jnlfjri/maffc]  pilgrymages  WCOB. 

170,  ffood]  godes  R.  178.     2>risones]     prisoners     COB, 

172.  nc  (1)]  nor  W.     ne  (2)]  COB  Uggeth]  lygges  C  ;  been  0, 

om.     reccheth]  YQk\i(2\,  \N .  \ld.  hent,  (\y]hyva  G.     hjflodc]  O 

173,  fyndeth]    fynt    R.      failled]      om. 

failles  C.     hym  (2)]  by  R.  180.  hidddh]  bit  R. 


PASS.  XY.]  CIIAUITY    CLEANSES    MEN    FUOM    PRIDE.  265 

^  And  wliau  ho  is  wery  of  ]jat  Averke  •  jjanne  wil  he 

some  tyme 
Lahory  in  a  laueuJrye  ■  wel  be  lengthe  of  a  myle,  He  works  in  the 

laundry, 

And  3erne  in-to  ^outhe  •  and  ^epliclie  speke 
Pryde  with  al  fe  appurtenaunce  •  and  pakken  hem  to- 
gyderes,  184 

And  bouken  hem  at  his  brest  •  and  betcn  hem  clene,       washing  clean 

all  proud  things; 

And  leggen  on  longe  •  with  lahoraui  in  gemitu  meo,        Ps.  vi.  7  (Vuig.). 
And  with  warme  water  at  his  eyghen  *  wasshen  hem 

after. 
And  Jjanne  lie  syngeth  whan  he  doth  so  •  &  some  tyme 

seith  wepyng,  188 

C7or  contritum   ^'   liumillahcm,    deus,    non   de-  ps.  1. 19  (Vuig.). 
sjncies." 
IT  "  By  cryst,  I  Avokle  fat  I  knewe  hy???,"  q?wd  I  •  "  no 

creature  leuere  ! " 
II  "  With-outen  helpe  of  Piers  j^lowman,"  q^uod  he  *  "  his  Oniy  piers 

Plowman  can 

P'Srsone  seestow  neuere.  shew  inm  to  you. 

IF  "Where  clerkes  knowen  h}an,"  quod  I  •  "  jjat  kepen 

holykirke  ? " 
II  "  Clerkes  haue  no   knowyng,"  quod  he  •  "  but  by 

werkes  and  bi  wordes.  192 

Ac  piers  fe  plowman  •  parceyueth  more  depper 
AVliat  is  Jie  wille  and  wherfore  •  fat  many  wy3te  suffreth, 

Et  vidit  deus  eogitadones  eorum.  Mat.  ix.  4;  Luke 

xi.  17. 

For  fere  ar  ful  proude-herted  men  *  paciente  of  tonge, 

181.  tyme']  B  om,  seest  {jow  EOB. 

182.  Lahory~\  so  in  E;  Labouren  191.  Where']  Wlieij^f?"  W.  cler'kes 
WCOB.  a  (1)]  WCOB  om.  nvel]  0  Inoiven]  clergie  knew  CB.  \at]  f?a 
om.  E.     ¥irlie]  cherche  ECB. 

183.  y)idlie])>OM-i^i'Q.  s/^e/^e]  seche  192.  Imoivyng]  knowlechynge  E. 
E  Qwldch  seems  better').  hi]  COB  om. 

184:.     appurtenaunce'\      app?/?'ten-  193.  Ac]  An  C.     parceyueth]  per- 

aunces  W  ;  appwrtenantz  C  ;  purten-  ceyued  CO. 

aunce  E.  191:.   \What'^]\>?it'Li2<.{inar'kedin 

18G.  leggen]  lyggen  0.     on]  a  B.  L)   Wher  COB.     \e]   E  om.     n-ille] 

187.  eyghen]  ey^es  E ;  yen  0.  welle  CB.    wyite]  wit  E ;    a  wijt  O. 

188.  And]  Horn.  Et]  And  E.     vidit]  vidis  C. 

\^^.  quod  I]C01i  om.  193.     ar]     er   C ;     am   0;    is    B: 

190.  Piers]  peres  \>q  E.     seestow]      hcrted]  herte  E. 


2G6  PIERS    THE    PLOWMAN    IS    CHRIST.  [PASS.  XV. 

Some  proud  men    And  boxome  as  of  berj' uge  •  to  'burge3'S  and  to  lordcs, 

are  senile. 

And  to  pore  peple  •  lian  peper  in  fe  nose,  197 

And  as  a  Ijoun  he  loketh  •  fere  men  lakketli  his  "werkes. 

^  For  fere  ar  heggeres  and  bidderes  '  bed[e]men  as  it 

Avere, 

somete^gars       Loketh  as  lambren  •  and  semen  lyf-holy,  200 

feign  innocence. 

Ac  it  IS  more  to  haue  her  mete  •  with  such  an  esy 

manere, 
)3an  for  penaunce  and  paz-fitnesse  •  fe  pouerte  fat  such 

taketh. 

Man  is  known       ^  }5ere-fore  by  coloure  ne  by  clergye  •  knoAVc  shaltow 

o.ily  Ijy  his  will. 

hym  neuere, 
jSToyther  f orw  wordes  ne  werkes  •  but  forw  wille  one. 
And  fat  knoweth  no  clerke  •  ne  creature  in  erthe,    205 
Piers  is  Christ;     Jjut  pici's  fe  plowmaii  •  j)etrus,  id  est,  christus. 

For  he  ne  is  noujte  in  lolleres  *  ne  in  lande-leperes 

hcrmytes, 
ISTe  at  ancres,  fere  a  box  hangeth  •  alle  suche  f ei  faiten. 
Fy  on  faitourcs  •  and  in  f aid  or  as  suos  !  209 

Charity  is  God's     Por  charytc  is  goddis  champiou«  •  and  as  A  good  cliylde 

chainiiioii. 

hende, 
And  f  e  meryest  of  mouth  •  at  mete  where  he  sittcth. 
\)Q  loue  fat  lilh  in  his  herte   •  maketh  hym  ly3te  of 

speche,  212 

And  is  [companable]  and  confortatyf  •  as  cryst  bit  hym- 

selue, 

196.  Je/T-i/isys]  burgeises  "W.  207.    ne  is]    nys   WR ;    is    COB. 

199.  ar]   aren   R;    arn    0;    er   C.  lolleres]  losellis  0;  freris  B.     lande- 
\Jjcdemc7i  WROB]  bedmen  LC.  lepei-es]  land-lepynge  B. 

200.  lamhre/i]  lambrouw  R;    lam-  208.  af]  in  B. 

bern  C.     semen]  semcd  R.     li/f]  ful  209.  faitourcs]  a  faytour  B.     in] 

W.  on  C. 

201.  Ac]   And  C.     Kith']  onll;  in         211.   meryest]  merj^e  B.      viouth] 
COB.     an]  COB  om.  muthc  R. 

202.  and]  or  COB.  212.  \>c]  To  R. 

20S.  coloure]   colon  B.     Ji>/ni^hem  21.3.  [rojnpanahle  HCO]  com\ta')gTi- 

C;  Worn.     Cf.  1.  189.  able  WB ;    compenable  L.     confort- 

205.  ne]  in  (!)  C.    in]  on  AV;  an  ati/f]  coufortif  C.    fieri— ^-c]  tristes 
R.  lieri  sicut  yporcrite  (.sic)  R. 

206.  id  csf]  i.  W ;  bit  is  B. 


PASS.  XV.] 


CnAKITY    V.'AS    ONCE    A    FRIAR. 


2G7 


Nolite  fieri  sicut  ypocrite,  tristes,  ^r. 
For  I  liaue  sej-n  liyin  in  sylkc  •  and  so??jme  tyme  in 

russet, 
Eothe  in  grey  and  ingrys  •  and  in  gnlte  lierneys, 
And  as  gladlich  he  it  gaf  •  to  gomes  jjat  it  neded.     216 
^  Edmondc  and  Edwarde  •  eytlier  were  kynges, 
And  seyntes  ysette  •  tyl  charite  hem  fohved. 
IF  I  haue  seyne  cliarito  also  •  syngen  and  reden, 
Eyden  and  rennen  •  in  ragged  wedes, 
Ac  biddyng  as  beggeres  •  bihelde  I  hym  neuere. 
Ac  in  riche  robes  •  ratbest  he  walketh, 
Ycalled  and  ycrimiled  *  and  his  crowne  sliaue, 
[x^d  clenlich  yclojjed  •  in  cipres  &  in  tartaryne.] 
And  in  a  freres  frokke  •  he  was  yfoundejxnes, 
Ac  it  is  ferre  agoo  ■  in  seynt  Fraunceys  tyme ; 
In  fat  secte  sitthe  •  to  selde  hath  he  be  knoAven.      227 
^   Eiche   men  he   recomendeth    •  and   of  her   robes 

taketh, 
Jjat  with-outen  wyles  •  leden  her  lyues, 

Beat  us  est  dines,  qui,  ^r. 
^  In  kynges  courte  he  cometh  ofte  •  peve  Ipe  conseille  is 

trewe, 
Ac  if  coueityse  be  of  pe  conseille  •  he  wil  nou^t  come 

fer-inne. 
In  courte  amonge  iaperes  •  he  cometh  but  selde,       232 


Mat.  vi.  IG. 

[Fol.  05.] 
He  wears  both 
silk  and  russet. 


Edmund  and 
Edward  were 
kings  and 
saints. 


220 


224    He  once  wore  a 
fi-iar's  frock, 
long  ago. 


EccIuB.  xxxi.  8. 


He  seldom 
comes  amongst 
scoffers. 


214.  sei/ri']  seyen  "W  ;  seen  0. 

215.  c/vUe']  gilt  WCOB.  herneys] 
hemes  C. 

216.  as]  also  B. 

217.  eijther']  a5'ther  C;  eyfier  of 
liem  B ;  bofje  W. 

218.  fyZ]so  R;  for  W. 

219.  seyne']  yseyen  WR.  reden'] 
redend  {altered  to  redAnd)  C. 

221.  Ac]  And  C.  heggeres]  a 
begger  B.  bihelde]  biholde  C.  J] 
CB  ojn. 

222.  Ac]  And  C. 

223.  and]  0  om.  ycrimiled]  I- 
crj'meled  R ;  y-crymyled  W ;  ycry- 
niaylid  0;    crymailed  C.     sltane^^   y- 


shaue  "WR ;  schauen  0. 

224.  From  0;  also  in  CB ;  LWR 
omit,  cipres]  cipyrs  C ;  p«rpre  B. 
in  (2)]  B  om.  tartaryne]  tarterine 
C.  Possibly  a  spurious  line  ;  not  in 
Crowley. 

225.  freres]  frere  R. 

226.  Ac]  And  C.  ferre]  so  in  R  ; 
for  COB  ;  fern  W. 

227.  In]  And  in  COB.  lie]  0  om. 
hw7ven]  knowe  R  ;  founde  W. 

228.  of]  B  om. 

229.  est]  B  om. 

231.  Ac]  And  C.     no^c^t]  C  om. 

232.  but]  no3t  but  WOB ;  nomt  be 
C. 


2GS 


CnARITY    ONCE    DVv'ELT    WITU    BISHOrS 


For  braulyng  and  bakbytyng 

wituesse. 


[PxVSS.  XV. 

aud    bcryng   of  fals 


Once  he  lived 
with  bishoiJS, 


but  now  avarice 
bears  tlie  keys. 


He  is  seldom  in     ^  In  be  constoiie  bifor  be  comissarie  •  be  cometb  iiou3t 

t)ie  consistory. 

fill  ofte, 
Por  her  lawe  dureth  ouer-longe  •  but  if  jjci  laccbcn 

sykier ; 
And  niatrimoigne  for  nionye  •  maken  &  vnmakeu,    23G 
And  Jiat  conscience  and  cryst  •  bath  yknitte  faste, 
J3ei  vndon  it  vnworthily  •  Ipo  doctours  of  lawe. 
[^  Amonges  erchebischo^^es  and  ojier  bischopes  •  And 

prelates  of  holy  cherche, 
For  to  wonye  with  hem  •  his  wone  was  suw  tyme,  240 
And  cristes  patrimonye  to  pe  pore  •  parcel-tnel  dele, 
Ac  auerice  hath  fc  keyes  now  •  and  kepeth  for  his 

kynnesmen, 
And  for  his  seketoures  &  his  seruants  •  &  so?Kuie  for 

here  children.] 
^  Ac  I  ne  lakke  no  lyf  •  but  lorde,  amende  vs  alle,  244 
And  gyue  vs  grace,  good  god  •  charite  to  folwe  ! 
For  who  so  niy3te  mete  with  hym  •  such  maneres  hym 

eyleth, 
Noyther  he  blameth  ne  Ixmneth  ■  bosteth,  ne  prayseth, 
Lakketh,  ne  loseth  •  no  loketh  vp  sterne ;  248 

Craueth,  ne  coueiteth  •  ne  crieth  after  more, 

In  pace  in  id-ijysum  dormiam,  cj'c. 
\)Q  moste  lyflode  fat  he  lyueth  by  •  is  loue  in  goddis 

passions, 
JSToyther    he    biddeth,    ne   beggeth    •   ne   borweth   to 

3elde ; 


He  neither 
blames  nor  bans, 
nor  craves  more. 


233.  Iraulyng']  braggyng  B. 

234.  ]>e']  B  (int.  constoric^  so  in 
RB;  Consistorie  WCO.  /«Z]  ful 
(^j>rinti'd  but)  W. 

23(].  monyc']  nione  E. 

237.  yknitte']  kriyt  C. 

238.  \>ei']  );at  C.      Yo]  tlie  C. 
239—243.  Ill  11  only.     Cf.  C-Tcxt. 

244.  Cliomit. 

245.  And]  But  B.     yod]  C  om. 


24G.  JvitJi]  myd  W.  cylrtJi]  v,yV.\} 
OB  ;  C  om. 

247.  MaDteth  we  lanncth]  baiuics 
ne  blamed  C  ;  banuefi  ne  blame)?  O ; 
blanne}?  ne  blame)?  B. 

248,  24!).  Transjwsed  in  COB.  In 
2)acc — c^-c]  R  oin.     id]  C  om. 

250.  ])at]  COB  om.     by]  K  om. 

251.  he]  he  nc  R.     nc  (1)]  uc  he  C. 


PASS.  XV.]  THE    LIVES    OF    AXTIIOXY    AND    EGIDIUS.  269 

Misdotli  lie  no  man  •  no.  with  iiis  mouth  greueth.     252 

^  Amongcs  cristcno  men  •  ])\fi  myldnessc  shnlde  lastc ; 

In  alio  manere  angrcs  •  Lane  Ipis  at  herte — 

bat  bough  bei  suHred  al  bis  •  god  sufTred  for  vs  more,      God  suffered  yet 

more  for  us. 

In  ensamplo  we  shulde  do  so  •  and  tahe  no  vcniaunce 

Of  owre  foes  Jiat  doth  vs  falsenesse  •  j)at  is  owro  fadres       . 

wille.  257 

For  wel  may  euery  man  Avite  ■  if  god  hadde  wolde  hym-  ah  was  by  God's 

permission. 

selue, 
Sholde  netiere  ludas  ne  iuwc  •  haue  Ihcini   don  on 

Eode, 
!N"e  han  martired  peter  ne  Poule  •  ne  in  prisou?i  holden.       1^^°'-  '^'^^■^ 
Ac  he  suffred  in  ensample  •  fat  we  shulde  suffre  also, 
And  seide  to  suchc  )jat  suffre  wolde  '  fat  ^5ac/e??^es 

Vl77CUid. 

^   Verbi  rjratla^''  q2/od  he   *   "  and  verrey  ensamples 

manye, 
In  legenda  sanctorum  '  te  lyf  of  holy  seyntes,  264  Read  the  Lives 

of  the  Saints, 

What  penaiince  and  pouerte  ■  and  passioun  fei  suffred, 

In  hunger,  in  hete  '  in  al  manere  angrcs. 

Antony  and  Egidie  •  and  other  holi  fadres  or  Anthony 

■—-'  .  _       and  Egidius, 

Woneden  in  wildernesse  •  amonge  wilde  hestes  ;       268 

]\Ionkes  and  mendynauntz  •  men  hi  hem-seluc, 

In  spekes  an  in  spelonkes  *  selden  speken  togideres. 

Ac  noyther  antony  ne  Egidy  •  ne  hermite  Jjat  tyme 

Of  liou??s  ne  of  leoperdes  •  no  lyflode  ne  toke,  272  who  were  fed 

chiefly  by  birds. 

But  of  foules  jjat  fleeth  •  fus  fynt  men  in  bokes. 
Excepte  fat  Egydie  •  after  an  hynde  cryede, 

254.  at'\  atte  E.  maneres  C. 

255.  (jodi  go  R.  268.    ivildernesse']  wildernesses  E. 
25G.  shiilcle']  schul  C.     no']  U  om.        amonge]  amonges  R. 

257.  owre]  0  am.  270.  an]  and  WCROB.    in]  RCOB 

258.  ovel — man]    eucry  man  may     cm.     spelonhes]  spekelonkes  CB.  , 
■wel  R.     hadde']   R  oiit.     tvolde]  wold  271.  Ac]  And  G. 

W  ;  walde  0.     seluc']  sulue  R.  272.    llouns]   leons   AV  ;    lyons    R ; 

259.  Shnlde]  Shul  C.     ne]  j;e  B.  lyouns  COB.     ne  (2)]  f^ei  B. 

200.  Mn]  haue  RB.  273.  foules]  f;e  foules  R ;  folouglies  (!) 

2G1.  Ac]  And  C.     shvlde]  CB  a  ■'.      C.    fleeth]   fleigh  C;  flyen  O.     \>vs] 
2GG.  in  (2)]  and  in  COB.     manere]      j^at  B.    fijnt]  fyndcf>  \V  ;  fyndes  C. 


270 


PAUL    THE    HERMIT    WAS    FED    BY    BIRDS.  [PASS.  XV, 


F.gidius  was 
sustained  by 
a  hind. 


Anthony  by  a 
bird. 


Paul  the  first 
hermit  founded 
the  Augustine 
friars. 


St  Paul  made 
baskets. 


St  Peter  fished. 


Mary  JIagdalen 
li\ed  in  desert 
places. 


And  \)Qvw  jje  mylke  of  jjat  mylde  best  •  J^e  man  was 

susteyned  ; 
And  day  by  day  Lad  he  hir  nou3t  •  his  hunger  forto 

slake,  276 

But  selden  and  sondrie  tymes  •  as  seith  ]>&  boke  and 

techeth. 
^  Antony  a  dayes  •  aboute  none  tyme, 
Had   a   bridde    fat   brou^te   hym   bred    •    ))at   he   by 

l^aied ; 
And  }30ugh  fe  gome  hadde  a  geste  •  god  fonde  hem 

bothe.  280 

^  Poule  jymmi-s  her  emit  a  •  had  parroked  hym-sehie, 
j?at  no  man  mi3te  hym  se  •  for  mosse  and  for  leues ; 
Foules  hym  fedde  •  fele  wynteyes  with  alle, 
Til  he  founded  freres  •  of  austines  ordre.  284 

Poule,  after  his  prechyng  •  panyers  he  made, 
And  wan  with  his  hondes  •  ]?at  his  wombe  neded. 
Peter  fisched  for  ]iis  fode  •  and  his  felawe  andrewe ; 
Some  fei  solde  and  some  jiei  sothe  •  and  so  fei  lyued 

bothe.  288 

And  also   Marie   Magdeleyne   •   by  mores  lyued  and 

dewes, 
Ac  moste  ]?orw  deuocioun  •  and  mynde  of  god  almi3ty. 
I  shulde  nou3t  J; is  seuene  dayes  •  seggen  hem  alle, 
}pat  Ijaieden  fus  for  owre  lordes  lone  •  manye  longe 

3eres.  292 


27u.    mylde]    nieke   E;    hynde   B. 
sttsteynecV]  ysustej-ned  R. 

276.  And']    Ac   E    (rvhich    seems 
better). 

277.  tymes]  tyme  E.     seith]  sayes 
C.     techeth]  teches  C. 

278.  a  dayes]  on  a  day  E.     none'] 
\>Q  noon  0. 

279.  bred]  his  brede  E. 

281.  had  parroked]  and  parroke(!) 
C  ;  hadde  parroked  in  R. 

284.  ordre]    ordre    or    ell  is    freris 
lyen  B. 

285.  Poule]     An-o}er    poulo     O. 


imnyers]  payneres  E. 
28G.  hh  (1)]  E  om. 

288.  solde]  shalde  C.  sothe]  so|:en 
0 ;  sej3  B ;  sethed  C ;  soden  W ; 
eetcn  E. 

289.  Magdalcyne]  Maudelcyne  W 
EO.  lyued]  E  ovi.  and]  and  bv 
E. 

290.  Ac]  And  C. 

291.  shulde]  shol  C.  seggen'] 
tellen  C. 

292.  manye — yres]  amonges  wikle 
bcstcs  E. 


PASS.  XV.]  A^ILD    BEASTS    FAWNED    UPON    THE    SAINTS.  271 

Ac   tere  n3  was   lyouu  no  Icopart   •   jjat   on   laundes  Nu  Hon,  leopard, 

nor  wild  bcas.t 
Wenten,  liarmed  them. 

l^Toyther  bere,  ne  bor  •  no  otlier  best  wilcle, 
J5at  ne  fel  to  her  feet  •  and  fanned  with  J)e  tallies. 
And  if  jiei  coutb  ban  ycarped  •  by  cryst,  as  I  trowe, 
)jci  Avoldc  bane  fe  Idc  J3at  folke  *  bifor  wilde  foules.   297 
[For  alle  j^e  curteisie  ])at  bestes  kunne  •  jjei  kidde  ])at 

folke  ofte 
In  Hklcyng  and  in  lowynge  •  pcve  jjei  on  laundes  ^ede.] 
Ac  god  sent  beni  fode  bi  foules  *  and  by  no  fierse  God  fed  them 

by  birds,  not  by 
bestes,  •  beasts. 

In  nienynge  ])at  meke  finge  •  mylde  fiinge  sbulde  fede ; 

As  •svbo  seith,  religions  •  ry3tful  nien  sbulde  fynde,  302 

And  lawful  men  to  lyf-holy  men  •  lyflode  brynge. 

And  Jjanne  wolde  lordes  and  ladyes  •  be  lotb  to  agulte,    I'ords  would  not 

exact  too  raneh. 

And  to  take  of  her  tenaiintz  •  more  j^an  trenth  wolde,      if  friars  took 

Fonde  jjei  J^at  Freres  •  wolde  forsake  her  almesses,  306 

And  bidden  hem  bere  it  •  fere  it  was  yborwed. 

For  Ave  ben  goddes  foules  •  and  abiden  alwey,  308        [foi.  ec.i 

Tyl  briddes  brynge  vs  •  Jjat  we  sbulde  lyue  by. 

For  had  2e  potage  and  payn  ynongh  •  and  peny-alc  to  Pottage  and 

i^^o  J.       o  bread  and  penny- 

drynke,  aie  shouu 

suffice  you. 

And  a  messc  Jjere-mydde  •  of  o  manere  kynde, 
3e  had  ri3t  ynough,  30  Eeligious  •  and  so  30"\vre  reule  me 
tolde :  312 

293.    lijoiai]    leon    W.       leoparf]  almysse  B. 

leopard  W ;  leopartz  R  ;  lyberde  C.  307.     licml     hyra    B.       yborwed] 

295.    lie}   hit  ne  B.    fer]   fil  WB.  borwed  E. 

Jjc]  hir  C  ;  her^?  B.     tallies']  taile  E.  308.  In  margin  of  0 — Dietyng  of 

298,  299.  In  E  onhj.  religious. 

300.  Ac]  And  C.    foules]  fowie  C.  309.  vs]  vs  meet  C;  vs  mete  OB. 
wo]  none  B.  310.  had]  haue  0.     ynovgli]  0  urn. 

301.  shulde]  seliul  C.  311.  a  viesse]  a  mees  W ;  on  mes?e 

302.  As]  As  (printed  Ac)  W,     re-  E.        ];'ere-mydde]    tberwith    C  ;    {^e 
ligions]    Eeligiouses    WO.       shulde]  mydde  B.     0]  on  R  ;  any  COB. 
schol  C.    fynde]  fede  ^V.  312.  //flrZ]  ban  0.     rvgiet]  so  in  B,; 

303.  brynge]  sbolde  brynge  TV.  rugit  WCOB.   [onager  WCEOB]  oner- 
30G.     Ihnde]     so    in    E;    Founde      ger   L.      herham   hahnerit]   habnerit 

(printed  Foulde)  W;    Founde    CB ;      berbam   E.      brutorum—snjficiat]    R 
Fuundeu  0.     almcssrs]  ahiiesse  CE;      om.     qiiia]  0  om. 


272 


HOW    THE    FRIARS    GIVE    TO    THE    POOR.  [PASS.  XV, 


Job  vi.  i 


Unlearned  men 
might  hence 
learn  to  give  less. 


Wiy  should 
lords  leave  lands 
away  from  their 
heirs  p 


Ps.  exi.  9  (Vulg.). 

Truly,  'tis  the 
friars  that  give 
to  tlie  jioor ! 


Rich  men  add 
trees  to  a  forest. 


Nnnquam, dicit  loh,  rugl\_e\t  [onar/er]  cum  herham 
hahuerlt .?  aut  viugiet  hos  cum  ante  'plenimi 
presepe  steterit  ? 
hrutorwn  animalium  natura  te  condempnat,  quia 
cum  eis  p>ahidum  commune  sufficiat ;  ex  adipe 
prodljt  iniquitas  tva. 
^  If  lewed  men  IcneAve  fis  latyn  •  fei  wolde  loke  wlioni 

fei  3eue, 
And  auyso  hem  bifore  •  a  fyue  dayes  or  sexe, 
Or  Jjei  amortesed  to  monkes  •  or  chanou?2s  her  rentes. 
Alias  !  lordes  and  ladyes  '  lewed  conseille  haue  30    316 
To  3yue  fram  jowre  eyres  •  fat  30'\vro  ayeles  30AV  lefte, 
And  3iueth  to  bidde  for  30W  •  to  such  J^at  ben  riche, 
And  ben  founded  and  fefifed  eke  •  to  bidde  for  other. 
%  Who  perfourneth  J^is  i:irophecye  •  of  tlie  peple  ]-at 
now  lybbeth,  ?>'10 

Disp)CTsit,  dedit  patiperihus,  ^c.  ? 
If  any  peple   perfourme   fat   tcxte  •  it   ar   f>is   pore 

freres  ! 
For  pat  Jiei  beggen  abouten  •  in  buildynge  fei  spene, 
And  on  hem-self  smn  '  and  such  as  ben  her  laborores, 
And  of  hem  fat  habbeth  fei  taken  ■  and  3yue  hem  fat 
ne  habbeth  !  324 

^  Ac  clerkes  &  kny3tes  '  and  comuneres  fat  ben  riche, 
Fele  of  30W  fareth  •  as  if  I  a  forest  hadde, 
j)at  were  ful  of  faire  trees  •  and  I  fonded  and  caste 


31.1.  ivhom^  wham  R.  3f?/e]  gyfue 
C. 

314.  «]  RO  om. 

315.  Or}  Er  WOB ;  Ar  RC. 
amortesecV]  amortiseden  C ;  mortise- 
den  0 ;  enmortejsed  B.  rentes] 
rente  W. 

317.  y)rvre  (2)]  C  om.  auclei\ 
Ailes  C.     y)w  left(f\  liaddo  CB. 

318.  y,ueth^^  3yuc(5  it  WB.  to  (2)] 
to  (7nLyjrintcd  Fo)  W.     ^ot]  as  R. 

319.  founded']  I-foundcd  R. 

320.  yis]  the  COB.     dcdit]  dcus  B. 

321.  ]>at]  this  COB.      ar]    er   C. 


pis]  l^e  B.     Jii  viarffln  of  0 — Deri- 
dendo. 

322.  spene]  spencn  0;  spcndeRB; 
spende  it  WC. 

323.  sMch  as]  on  hym  J^'at  B.  as] 
R  om. 

324.  Urn  (I)]  CB  om.  \>ci  fal'cn'] 
y-take  B.  and]  B  om.  vjite']  jyuejj 
W  ;  3euen  B ;  gyfes  C.  nc^  na  C  ; 
ncde  B  ;  W  om. 

325.  Ar]  And  C  ;  As  B. 

327.  7]  B  om.  fonded  and"]  fond 
and  15 :  I'oonddand  C. 


PASS.  XV.]  RICH    MEN    SHOULD    FEAST    BEfiGAUS.  273 

llo'w  I  iny3te  mo  Jier-inne  •  amongos  liein  sette.         328 

Eijt  so,  3e  riclie  •  ^e  robeth  fat  bon  riclie,  Ye  rich  clothe 

And  helpeth  hem  ]?at  belpeth  30W  •  and  3iueth  Ipet-e  no 

nede  is. 
As  wlio  so  filled  a  tonne  ■  of  a  fressbe  ryuev,  and  add  water 

.  to  tlie  Thames. 

And  went  forth  with  f)at  water  •  to  woke  with  theniese, 
Ei3t  so,  3e  riche  •  3e  robeth  and  fedetli  333 

lleiii  jjat  han  as  3e  han ;   •  hem  3e  make  at  ese. 
^   Ac   Religious  fat  riche  ben   •   shulde  rather  feste 

beggeres 
}2an  burgej's  jjat  riche  ben  •  as  Jje  boke  techeth ;       336 

Quia  sacrilegium  est  res  lOduxierum  nan  pauper !-  Peter  cantor, 

'  ^  cap.  47. 

bllS  dare.  S.  Hleron. 

Item,  peccatorihus  dare,  est  demonihus  immolare.  PeterCaiuor, 
Item,  monache,  si  indiges  et  accipis,  2>ocius  das  id.  cap!  48. 
quain  accipis.     Si  aidem  non  eges,  <^  accipis, 
rapis. 
Porro,  non  indiget  Monaclms,  si  liaheat  quod 
ncdurf  sufficit. 
For-Jji  I  conseille  alls  cristene  '  to  confourmen  hem  to 

charite  ; 
For   charite    with-oute    chalengynge    •    vnchargeth    pe  charity  delivers 

,  souls  from 

SOUle,  purgatory. 

And  many  a  prisone  fram  purgatorie  •  Jjorw  his  preyeres 

he  delyu[e]reth. 
Ac  Jjere  is  a  defaiite  in  Jje  folke  •  jjat  pe  faith  kepeth  ; 
Wherfore  folke   is    fe   feblere   •   and   nou3t  ferme   of 

bilieue.  341 

329.  36' (1)]  l^e  B.    Toheth]  soinyf ;  336.     hurgeys]   burgeises   W.       I- 

robet  C  ;  robbeth  R  ;   robben  0  ;   rob-  tern  {I)']   Item   idem  R.     Item  (2) — 

h\\>  B.     See  1.  333.  rajns]  R  om. 

331.  fo««e]tounertr  tonne  W  ;  tonne  337.  confourmei{\  con  forte  B. 
ful  R ;  tunne  OB.    fresshe']  ful  R,  338.  \!e  soule']  R  om. 

332.  woke- — tltemese']  wooke  wif?  Jje  339.  Ills']  is  B.  he"]  COB  om.  ;  is 
temse  0.  In  mar/fin  0/  0  — Quid  est  R.  deli/uei-eth']  so  in  WOB;  dt^liuercs 
dare  iA/tpijs.  C ;  deliuered  R ;  delyureth  L. 

333.  robeth']  so  in  WC;  robbeth  R;  341.  WJierfore]  Where  R.  w]  been 
robben  O  ;  robbi>  B.  O.    feblere]  fibler  C. 

335.  Ac]  And  C.    feste]  fede  R. 

18 


274 


ALL    THINGS    ARE   NOW    OUT    OF    JOINT. 


[pass.  XV. 


Of  counterfeit 
coin. 


[Fol.  GG  b.} 


Man's  soul  is 
alloyed  v.ith  sin 


As  in  lusshebonves  is  a  lyther  alay  •  and  3et  loketli  he 

lyke  a  sterlynge, 
])e  merke  of  Ipat  mone  is  good  •  ac  jje  metal  is  fieble  ; 
And  so  it  fareth  by  some  folke  now  •  pei  lian  a  faire 

speche,  344 

Cronne  and  crystendome  •  fe  kynges  merke  of  henene, 
Ac  pe  metal,  Jiat  is  mannes  soule  •  "with  synne  is  foule 

alayed ; 
Bothe   lettred    and    lewede   •   beth   allayed   now  with 

synne, 
That  no  lyf  loueth  other  •  ne  owre  lorde,  as  it  semeth. 
For  porw  werre  and  wykked  werkes  •  and  Avederes  vn- 

resonable  349 

Wederwdse  shipmen  •  and  Avitti  clerkes  also 
Han  no  biliene  to  pe  lifte  •  ne  to  Tpe  lore  of  philosofrcs. 
^  Astrymyanes  alday  •  in  her  arte  faillen,  352 

J3at  whilum  warned  bifore  "  what  shulde  falle  after. 
Shipmen  and  shep[h]erdes   •  J)at  with  shipp  &  sliejje 

Aventen, 
Wisten  by  fe  Avalkene  •  what  shulde  bityde  ; 
As  of  wederes  and  wyndes  •  J)ei  warned  men  ofte.     35 G 
Tillers  eouid  once  Tilieres  jjat  tiled  Jie  erthe  •  tolden  her  maistres, 

calculate  the  •        ^^ 

yield  of  the  soil ;    By  ])&  sedc  fat  \)ei  sewe  •  what  pei  selle  mi^te. 

And  what  to  lene  and  [what]  to  lyue  by  •  Tpe  londe  was 

so  trewe.  359 

Now  failleth  f>e  folke  of  fie  flode  •  and  of  pe  londe  bothe, 


Weathervvise 
men  are  now-a- 
days  at  fault. 


342.  As']  And  COB.     h/tJici-']  \u\-ev 
-x.\ 

343.  monel  moneie  C  ;    monee  W. 
mc]  and  C. 

346.  Ac  l^e]  And  {j«t  C.     viaiuic^i] 
man  C.     alayed]  allaied  C. 

347.  CB  omit. 

348.  it  semeth']  I  leue  0. 

349.  For]  For  what  R. 

350.  ivittir]  O  om. 

351.  iifte]  lif  B.     jjJiilosofrcs]  phi- 
loaophie  B, 

352.  Astrymyanes]  Astrimyanes  E  ; 
Astromyens  OB  ;  Astrononiiens  WC. 


353.  faUe]  byfalle  R. 

354.  Shipmen]  Chapmen  CB. 
shepherdcs]  so  in  W  ;  schejiherdes  R  ; 
bheperdes  L ;  scheperdis  B  ;  shiperdos 
C;  heerdis  O.     shepe]  shipmen  CB. 

355.  walhene]  walkne  W  ;  wolUeii 
C ;  welken  OB ;  Avakkne  R. 

356.  As]  And  B.    and]  and  of  P.?.. 

357.  tiled]  tilien  B. 

358.  Jii/]  Whi  B. 

350.  In-hat  WCOB]  LRow.  lyiie] 
leue  EB. 

360.  i>c  (2)]  0  om. 


PASS.   XV.]  CLERKS    AXD    DOCTOUS    KNOW    NOTHING.  275 

Shep[h]erdes  and  sliipincn  •  and  so  do  fis  tilieres ;  3G1 

]!^oitlxer  J3ci  kunnetli  no  knoweth  •  one  cours  Li-for  an-  but  are  now  at 

a  loss. 

otlier. 
Astryniyanes  also  •  arcn  at  her  wittes  ende  ; 
Of  pat  was  calculed  of  pe  element  •  pe  contrarie  pei 

fynde.  3G4 

Gramer,  fie  grounde  of  al  •  bigyletli  now  cliildrcn  ; 
For  is  none  of  Jjisjiewe  clerkes  •  who  so  njaneth  hede,    None  of  these 

.  .  new  clerks 

J5at  can  versifj^e  faire  •  ne  formalich  enditen  ;  can  versify, 

Xe  nou3t  on_amonge  an  hundreth  •  ))«t  an  a,iictpur  can 
construe,  368 

l^Q  rede  a  le^i're  in  any  langage  •  but  in  latyn  or  in  nor  read  more 

than  Latin  or 

englissh.  KngUsh. 

Go  now  to  any  dcgre  •  and  but  if  gyle  be  niayster, 
And  flaterere  his  felawe  •  vnder  hym  to  fourmen, 
Moche  wonder  me  thynketh  •  amonges  vs  alle.  372 

Doctoures  of  decres  *  and  of  diuinite  Maistres,  Masters  of 

,  .,  .,  divinity  know 

pat  shulde  konne  and  knowe  •  alkynnes  clergye,  no  logic. 

And  answere  to  argunientz  •  and  also  to  a  quodlihet, 
(I   dar  noujt  seggen  it  for  shame)   ■   if  suche  weren 

apposed,  376 

J3ei  shulde  faillen  in  her  philosofye  •  and  in  phisyk 

bothe. 
Wlier-fore  I  am  afered  •  of  folke  of  holikirke,  Even  churchmen, 

Lest  Jjei  ouerhuppen  as   other  don   •  in  offices   &  in 


services. 


houres. 

3G1.  Shej)herdes']so  i)iMVO;   Shep-  368.   N'e  nou^t^   Nau^t  W;    Is  not 

erdes  L  ;  Schipherdes  C  ;    Scbepe/'des  0. 

R  ;  sheepperdis  B.  369.  iti  (2)]  COB  om.     or  in']  and 

362.  kitnneth — Jmo/vetJi']  kanne  no  COB. 

knawes  C.  370.  i/]  B  om.     be^  me  (!)  C. 

363.  Astrymyanes]  Astrimyanes  R  ;  371.  flaterere']  flatre  R. 
Astromyens  B  ;  Astronomyens  WCO.  372.  Moclie]  And  muche  R. 

364.  ]>e  element]   pe  elementz  C ;  374.    alkynnes]   alkynne    R ;    alle 
jje  elementis  OB  ;  clement  {sic)  R.  kynnes  WCB  ;  alkyns  OB. 

365.  Vigyleth]  bigles  {sic')  C.  377.    in  (1)]  of  WCOB.     in  (2)] 

366.  nen'e']    now    CB.      nymcth]  in  lier  0  ;  B  om. 

takes  C.  379.  ouerliuppen]  ouer-hippen  RCB. 

367.  W  omits,     endltcn]  endenten  offices]  office  W. 
R. 


276 


HOW    MAHOMET    TAJIED    A    DOVE. 


[pass.  XV. 


Mere  faiUi,  they 
say,  suffices. 


Ac  if  pei  ouerhuppe,  as   I   hope  nou3te  •  owre  bylene 

suflfiseth ;  380 

As  clerkes  in  corpus-chrisfi  feste  ■  singen  &  reden, 
)?at  solciJides_sitJlicit  '  to  sane  with  lewed  pej^le. 
^  And  so  may  sarasenes  be  saued  •  scribes  and  iewes  ; 
Alias  Jianne  !  but  owre  loresmen  •  lyuen  as  Jjei  leren  vs, 
And,  for  her  lyuyuge^  fiat  lewed  men  •  be  Jje  lother  god 

agulten. 
For  sarasenes  han  somwhat  •  semjoige  to  owre  bileue, 
For  fei  lone  and  bileue  •  in  o  pe?-sone  almijty ; 
And  we,  lered  and  lewede  •  in  on  god  bileueth.         388 
Ac  one  Makometh,  a  man  •  in  mysbileue 
Brou^te  sarasenes  of  Surre  •  and  se  in  what  manere. 
)?i3  INIakometh  was  a  crystene  man  •  and  for  he  moste 

nou^te  be  a  pope, 
In-to  Surre  he  sou3te  •  and  Jjorw  his  sotil  wittes       392 
Daunted  a  doAvue  •  and  day  and  nyjte  hir  fedde ; 
Y)Q  corne  fat  she  cropped  •  he  caste  it  in  his  ere. 
And  if  he  amonge  Jie  poeple  p?-eched  ■  or  in  places 

come, 
The  dove  pecived    J5anne  woldc  ])G  coluex  come  •  to  fe  clerkes  ere,         396 
corn."""    "         Menynge  as  after  meet  •  pus  Makometh  hir  enchaunted, 
A[nd]  dide  folke  Jianne  falle  on  knees  •  for  he  swore  in 

his  prechynge, 
J5at  Je  coluer  Jiat  come  so  •  come  fram  god  of  heuene 


Saracens  too 
believe  in  one 
God. 


[Fol.  070 
Mahomet  went 
to  Syria,  and 
tamed  a  dove. 


380.  Ac  i/l  And  if  WC  ;  Ac  {jouj  E. 
onerhvppe']  oue-hi])pe  {sic)  E  ;  ouer- 
hyppo  CB.  svffisetJi]  suffise  C  ;  sufii- 
cit  E. 

381.  s'tngen—rcden']  pyng^•nge  and 
redynge  C. 

383.  in(Uj']  many  B. 

384.  lyven']  Itmen  CB. 

385.  af/ultcn']  agjdte  C  ;  to  agulten 
0  ;  a-gilten  B. 

387.  (>']  on  E  ;  oo  B. 

388.  hilcucth^  bileue.s  C  ;  belenen 
0  ;  alniyjty  W  ;  Crowley  has  beleue. 
Here  E  adds  a  line,  wJiich  seems 
s  II per  ft  II 071  s — Cristene  and  vncristene  • 
'bu  one  god  bileueth. 


389.  Ac']  And  WO;    An   C.     i>i] 
of  (1)  0. 

390.  Brointc]  at  the  end  of  I.  380 
in  W. 

391.  cr]     EC  OB    om.       crystene'] 
cristend  C.     inan]  WCOB  cm. 

393.  Davnted]  He  daunted  W. 
39-1.  ere]  here  E. 
39.'),  396.  E  omitii. 

395.  plaeex]     place    CB.       eo»ie] 
cowmue  {sic)  B. 

396.  \>e  (I)]  C  om.     to]  in-to  O. 

397.  as]     B     om.       enchaunted] 
channted  E. 

398.  And  WCEOB]  A  L. 

399.  collier]  culuer  EB. 


PASS.  XV.]        THE  englishman's  tet  dove  is  avarice.  277 

As  message!'  to  INIakometh  •  men  forto  teche.  400 

And  ]3us  Jjonv  wylcs  of  his  witte  •  and  a  whyte  do^v^^e, 
IMakometh  in  mysbileue  •  men  and  v('0?»men  broujte,       Tims  iie  misled 

many. 

])at  Icrcd  jjere  and  lowed  3it  •  lyuen  on  his  lawes. 
IT  And  sitth  owre  saueoure  suffred  •  pe  sarascnes  so 
bigiled,  404 

])ovw  a  crystene  clerkc  •  acursed  in  his  soule  ; 
Ac  for  drede  of  be  deth  •  I  dar  noujt  telle  treuthe,  i'"i  EnjjUsiimon 

nourish  a  dove 

How  englissh  clerkes  a  coluer  feden   '  pat  coueitysc  named  Avarice. 

liatfce, 
And  ben  manered  after  Makometh  •  ])at  no  man  vseth 

treuth.  408 

If  jVncres  and  hermytes  •  and  monkes  and  freres 
Peren  to  apostles  •  jjorw  her  parfit  lyuynge. 
"Wolde  neuere   be  faithful  fader   •   bat  his  minfilstres  God's  ministers 

•'  eliould  take  no 

Sliolde  411    alms, 

Of  tyrauntz  pat  teneth  trewe  men  •  taken  any  almesse, 

But  done  as  Antony  did  •  Dominik  and  Fraunceys,  but  live  iikost 

Francis. 

Benet  &  Bernardo  •  po  Avhich  hem  firste  tau^te 
To  lyue  bi  litel  &  in  loAve  houses   •  by  lele  mennes 
almesse.  415 

Grace  sholde  growe  &  be  grene  •  porAV  her  good  lyuynge, 
And  follces  sholde  fynde  •  pat  ben  in  dyuorse  sykenesse, 
J?e  better  for  her  byddynges  •  in  body  and  in  soule. 
Her  preyeres  and  her  penaunces  •  to  pees  shulde  brynge  Their  i.r.iyers 
Alio  pat  ben  at  debate  •  and  bedemen  were  trewe  ;   420  peace; 

400.  As'\  And  E.  WC]    mynystres   O  ;     mynystris   B  ; 

401.  ff]  B  om.  minstres  LR  ;   Crowley  has  ministers. 

403.  lered — IcTved']   lyued  ):o  j^ere  412.  teneth']  teueos  C. 

and  lyue  W.     fiere]   CB  07ii,.     h/iien']  413.    Antony]    domynyk    O.     Bo- 

leuen  ECO ;  leeuen  W  ;  lieuen  B.    Cf.  ni.iiiih'j  antony  O.     and]  or  E. 

1.  576.  415.  <5']  0  om.     almesse]  fyndynge 

404.  so]  l^us  B.  E. 

40G.  Ac]  so   in  E ;  And  COB  ;  W          416.   Grace]  Grasse  E.     ;;ood]  lele 

om.  E. 

407.  hatte]  hi3te  W;  hattef^  B.  417.  folkes]  folke  EC.   fi/ndc]  fare 

408.  vseth]  vsed  C.  W   {which    seems    better,    but    lacks 

410.  Pcren']   Peeren  W  ;    Peres  E.      authority)  ;  Crowley  has  find. 
to]  to  Jje  W.  419.  shulde]  schuld  hem  R. 

411.  fader]    fadi)?    B.       miniffres 


'Zl< 


THE  SUCCESS  OF  THE  ELEVEN  APOSTLES. 


Mat.  vii.  7. 
Salt  preservetli. 
Mat.  V.  13. 


rnsalted  flesh 
is  unsavouiy. 


Eleven  men 
convened  the 
world ;  we  have 
move  preacliera 
now. 


[Fol.  67  6.] 


St  Augustine 
ooiverted  the 
king  of  Kent. 


Petite  4'  acclpietis,  ^-c. 
Salt  saueth  catel  •  seggen  J)is  wyuts  ;  421 

Vos  estis  sal  terre,  ^'C. 
pe  heuedes  of  holicherche  •  and  fei  holy  were, 
Cryst  calleth.  hem  salt  •  for  crystene  soules ; 

Et  si  sal  euanuerit,  in  quo  salietur. 
Ac  fresshe  flesshe  other  fisshe  •  whan  it  salt  failletli, 
It  is  vnsauory,  for  soth  •  ysothe  or  ybake.  425 

So  is  mannes  soule  sothly  •  fiat  seeth  no  good  ensaumple 
Of  hem  of  holycherche  •  fat  fe  heigh  weye  sliiil Je  teche, 
And  be  gyde,  and  go  hifore  •  as  a  good  banooure,  428 
And  hardy  hem  fat  bihynde  ben  *  and  3iue  hem  good 

euydence. 
%  Elleuene  holy  men  •  al  fe  worlde  torned 
In-to  lele  byleue ;  •  fe  li3tloker,  me  thynketh, 
Shnlde  al  maner  men  •  we  han  so  manj'e_Maistres,  432 
Prestes  and  p?-echoures  ■  and  a  pope  aboue, 
)5at  goddes  salt  shxdde  be  •  to  sane  mannes  soule. 
^  Al  was  hethenesse  some  tyme  '  Ingelond  and  "Walep, 
Til  Gregory  gerte  clerkes  •  to  go  here  and  prcche.     436 
Austjni^at  Caunterbury  •  crystened  fe  kynge, 
And  forw  myracles,  as  men  may  rede   •  al  fat  marche 

he  torned 
To  cryst  and  to  crystendome  •  and  crosse  to  honoure, 
And  fulled  folke  faste  •  and  fe  faith  taii3te  440 

More^^orw  miracles  •  fan  forAv  moche  p?-ech}Tige, 


421.  catcl']  )-c  catel  WB.  serjgen'] 
saynge  C. 

422.  Tievedes]  heedis  O. 

423.  crystene']  cristynes  C  ;  cristned 
B. 

424.  Ae'\  For  W  ;  And  C. 

42.5.  ysothel  so  in  0  ;  y-sothen  B  ; 
ysoothe  C  ;  sothen  R  ;  ysoden  W  ; 
Crowley  has  sodden,   yhahe']  baken  R. 

42G.  seeth^  sayes  C.  ensaitmph!] 
ensamples  W  ;  saumple  B. 

428.  haneoure^  banner  C  ;  hut  in 
vuirgin  of  C  is  banco?/?' ;  Banycr  W. 

429.  bihynde  ben]  been  bihynde  O. 


430.  Elleuene']  Enleuene  B. 

431.  U-i^tlohcr']  lijtliker  0.  tliynk- 
eth'\  thynke  C. 

435.  Ingelond']  EngelondWC  ;  Eng- 
lond  0  ;  englong  B  ;  england  R. 

436.  gerte^  so  in  CO  ;  garte  W  ; 
and  grete  RB.  to—and^  to  go  and 
to  RCO  ;  guwnen  go  and  B. 

437.  hynge]  kynge  ]:ere  R. 

438.  may]  so  in  R  ;  mowe  C  ; 
raowew  O;  mown  B;  mow  (printed, 
now)  W. 

UO.  fulled]  foUcde  W.  faste]  i\ 
om. 


PASS.  XV.]  A    BABE    NKEDS    TO    BE    BAPTIZED.  279 

As  wol  Jjonv  liis  workes  •  as  with  liis  holy  worJcs, 

And  seyde  hem  -what  fuUynge  •  and  faith  was  to  mene. 

IT  Cloth  ];at  cometh  fro  po  weuyng  •  is  nou3t  comly  to  cioih  new-woven 

is  not  fit  for  wear, 

were,  444 

Tyl  it  is  fulled  vndcr  fotc  •  or  in  fullyng  stokkes, 
Wasshen  wel  with  water  •  and  with  taseles  cracched, 
Ytouke;!,  and  ytented  ■  &  vnder  tailloures  hande. 
And  so  it  faieth  by  a  barne  •  bat  borne  is  of  wombe,        ^  *'"'''  n'^^-born 

'  'is  nut  fit  fur 

Til  it  be  crystened  in  crystes  name  •  and  confermcd  of  he;ucii. 

jje  bisshop,  449 

It  is  hethene  as  to  heueneward  •  and  helpelees  to  ]>& 

soule. 
H  Hethene  is  to  mene  after  heth  •  and  vntiled  erthe  ;       The  word 

.  .,  ,  .,  -  ,1-111  ji-r.    heathen  is  liom 

As  in  wiide  wildernesse  •  wexeth  wilde  bestes,  452  heath. 

Elide  and  vnresonable  •  rennenge  with-out  [croperes]. 
II  )G  [m}Tinen]   wel  how  matheii   seith  •  how  a  man 

made  a  feste  ; 
He  fedde  hem  with  no  venysou/j  •  ne  fesauntcs  ybake, 
But  with  foules  fat  fram  hym  nolde  '  but  folwed  his 

whistelljTige ;  456 

Ecce  altllla  meet  cj*  omnia  pared  a  sunt,  ^-c.  ;  Mat.  xxii.  i. 

And  w^yth  calues  flesshe  he   fedde   •  fie  follie  pat  he 

loued. 
pe  calfe  bytokeneth  clennesse  •  in  hem  jjat  kepeth  la^ves.  a  caif  betoisens 

cleanness. 

11  For  as  pe  cow  ])orw  kynde  mylke  •  jie  calf  norissheth 

til  an  oxe, 
So  lone  and  lewte  •  lele  men  susteyneth,  4G0 

443.  wJiaf]  wat  was  B.  creperes  in  L  ;  Crowlej'  7ias  crcipers. 

445.  is]  so  in  R  and  Crowley  ;  be  454.    \jnynnen  W]  menen  O  {and 

WCOB.        fulled']      foulled    (!)      C.  Crowley) ;  7m.wv(Y#e»  nymmen  i'm  L ; 

stokkes]  stoke  B.  nemew  B  ;   take  CR ;   observe  the  al- 

44(5.       Wasshen]       I-waschen     R.  llteration.     ho7r]  hede  whate  R. 
taseles]  taselles  C  ;  taslis  B.  455.  hem]  hem  (printed  him)  W. 

4:4:7.  l'touked]YvfalkedC.  ytented]  4o6.  foln-ed]   folowen  C  ;  folwe  B. 

so  in  C ;  tentted  R ;  y-tejTited  WOB.  altllia]  volatilia  B, 
hande]  handes  R.  457.  And]  0  om. 

448.  A?id]  Ri3t  W.     of]  of  a  W.  459.  norissheth]  norisshe  C. 

453.     \_cro2}eres    C]     croperis     B ;  460.  So]   So  doth  R.     und^   &  and 

cropers  {a^id  crepers  in  margin')  O  ;  L   (Jjy  misiake').     lele]    and   lele  R. 

cropiers  W  ;  keperes  R  ;    misn-rltten  susteyneth']  sustened  CB. 


280 


miESTS    WILL    RESENT    MY    CENSURE. 


[pass.  XV. 


As  a  calf  desires 
milk,  so  just  men 
desire  mercy. 


As  fowls  come 
wlieu  whistled 
to,  so  rude  men 
toUow  clerks. 


The  maker  of  the 
feast  is  God. 


Parsons  and 
priests  will  be 
wroth  with  me ; 


but  see  Ps. 
cx.xxi.  1,  6 
(Vulg.). 


And  HI  ay  denes  and  mylde  men  •  mercy  desiren ; 

Ri3t  as  jje  cow-calf  •  coueytetli  swete  mylke, 

So  don  ri3tful  men  •  mercy  &  treuthe. 

[And  by  Ipe  hande-fedde  foules  •  his  folk  vnderstonde, 

J3at  loth  ben  to  louye   •  with-outen  lernynge  of  en- 

saumples.  465 

Ri5t  as  capones  in  a  court  ■   cometh  to  mennes  whist- 

lynge, 
In  menynge  after  mete  •  folweth  men  jjat  whietlcn, 
Ei3t  so  rude  men  •  pat  litel  reson  cu?meth,  468 

Louen  and  by-leuen  •  by  lettred  me?mes  dojmges, 
And  by  here  wordes  and  werkes  •  wenen  and  trowen. 
And,  as  tho  foides  to  fynde  •  fode  after  whistlynge, 
So  hope  jjei  to  haue  •  heuene  Jioru^  her  whistlynge.  472 
And  by  po  man  fiat  made  pe  feste  •  pe  mageste  bymeneth; 
j?at  is,  god  of  his  grace  •  gyueth  al  men  blisse  ; 
With  wederes  and  with  wondres  •  he  warneth  vs  with 

a  whistlere. 
Where  pat  his  wille  is  •  to  w^orschijien  vs  alle,  476 

And  feden  vs  and  festen  vs  •  for  euere-more  at  ones.] 
^  Ac  who  beth  pat  excuseth  hem  "  fat  aren  persou??es 

and  p?'estes, 
}5at  heuedes  of  holycherche  ben  •  pat  han  her  wille  here, 
With-oute    trauaille,    pc    tithe    del    •    pat    trewemen 

bisAvynkyn,  480 

\)ei  wil  be  Avroth  for  I  write  pus  •  ac  to  w'itnesse  I  take 
Bothe   Mathew   and    Marke   •   and    Alemcnto-domine- 

dauid  ; 

\Eece  audixdmus  earn  in  effrata,  cjr.] 
What  Pope  or  p?-elate  now   •   perfourneth   pat   cryst 

hi3te, 


462.  as]  so  O.  sn-cte  viylke']  melk 
ewete  W. 

404 — 477.  In  R  orihj.  A  very 
ciir'wiiR pastxage.      ('/.  1.  450  above. 

4(i5.  loiii/r']  written  like  \o\\]po,. 

478.  Aiq  And  C.  heth']  bon  C. 
\>at  (2)]  R  om.     a7-cn'\  so  in  RC  ;  am 


OB  ;  boil  W. 

479.  heuedes']  hedes  CB.     cherche] 
chfirche.s  R. 

481.  n-il]   wol  "W;   wolo  R;  wolen 
O ;  wiln  B.     ac  to]  ac  OB  ;  and  C. 

482.  {^Ecee — ^-c.]  itiHonl//;  earn 
is  mrswrittcn  eu«t;  see  Pass.  X.  G8. 
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Ite  in  vnlversum  mundiim  ^ predicate,  S)C.  ?  Mark xvi.  is. 

IT  Alias !    fat  men  so   longc   •  on  Makometh   slmlde 
byleue,  484 

So  many  p?-elatcs  to  preclie  •  as  be  Poiie  maketh,  ^«'' '""''  """y       i 

''    -^  ^      -  '  ^  bisliops  the  pope     / 

Of  Nazareth,  of  Nynyue  •  of  Keptalim,  and  damaske,      makes! 
)Pat  Jjei  ne  went  as  cryst  wisseth  •  sithcn  fei  "\vil[ne]  a 

name, 
H  To  be  pastours  and  p?'eclie  •  ^o,  passional  of  Ihesus,  [FoI.  gs.] 

And  as  hym-self  seyde  •  so  to  lyue  and  deye  ;  489 

Bonus  pastor  animam  suam  ponit,  Sfc.  ;  John  x.  ii. 

And  seyde  it  in  sauacioun  •  of  sarasejaes  &  other. 
For  crystene  &  vncristene  •  cryst  seide  to  prechoures, 

Ite  vos  in  vineam  meam  Mat.  xx.  4. 

And  sith  J)at  fiis  sarasenes  •  scribes,  &  luwes  492 

Ilan  a  lippe  of  owre  byleue  •  Jje  li3tloker,  me  thynketh, 
J)ei  shulde  tome,  who  so  trauaille  wolde  •  to  techc  \\cm 

of  pe  Trinite, 

Querite  Sf  inuenictis,  ^c.  Mat.  vii.  7. 

IF  It  is  renth  to  rede  •  how  ri:twis  men  lyued,  ^lood  men  of 

-"  .  °''l  sufiereU 

How  pei  defouled  lier  flessb  •  forsoke  her  owne  ■wille,       many  things. 

Fer  fro  kitth  and  fro  kynne  •  ytiel  yclotbed  3eden,    497 

Badly  ybedded  •  no  boke  but  conscience, 

Ne  no  richchesse  but  Jje  Eode  •  to  reioyse  hem  Inne; 

A hsit  nobis  gloriarl,  nisi  in  crucedomininostri,  Sfc.  oai.  vi.  it. 
II  And  jjo  was  plente  &  pees  ■  amonges  pore  &  riche ; 
And  now  is  ronthe  to  rede  •  how  fe  red  noble  501  xhenobieis 

Is  reuerenced  or  fie  Kode  •  receyued  for  jje  worthier         cross. 

484.  shulde']   scluillen  R.     hijlctie]         493.  7/a?i]   Hand(!)C.     U^tloker'] 
so  beleue  0.  li^tliker  0  ;  lightlier  WC,    me  tlujnk- 

487.  n-issetli^  wissed  C.     [ivilne  a     etJi]  it  semeth  R. 

R]  wil  a  L  ;  wille  haiie  W  ;  wol  haue         494.  trauaille  wolde']  t?'auailed  W. 

C  ;  wolen  haue  OB  ;  hut  R  is  r'lght.  to]  &  R. 

488,  489.    )pe  passioun — seyde]  re-         495 — .531.  R  omits, 
tained   in    MS.    W,    hat   om'itted   in         496.  forsoke]  &  forsoke/t  B. 
jjrinted  copy,     so]  W  om.     dcye^   to         498.  Badly]  ful  baddeli  B. 
dye  W.     ])onit]  B  om.  501.  red^  reed  C  ;  rede  B. 

490.  it]  it  is  B.  502.  or]  er  WCOB.     reccyved]  aud 

491.  For]  To  R.     ^■]  and  to  R.  receyued  WB.     \>e  (2)]  W  om. 

492.  sitli^  sitthen  R. 
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THE    FATAL    GIFT    OF    CONSTANTIXE. 


[pass.  XV. 


All  men  honour 
the  cross  tliat  is 
engraved  upon 
coins. 


The  fall  of 
the  Templars. 


Hishops  shall 
live  like 
Levites, 


Constantino's 
gift  condemned 
by  an  angel. 


[Fol.  08 !).] 


J:)an  crystes  crosse,  Jjat  ouer-cam  •  de])  and  Jedly  syiine. 
^  And  now  is  werre  and  wo  •  and  who  so  why  axeth, 
For  coueityse  after  crosse  •  \)e  croiine  stant  in  golde. 
Bothe  riche  and  religious  •  fat  Rode  pei  honoure,     506 
j)dt  in  grotes  is  ygraue  •  and  in  golde  nobles. 
For  coueityse  of  )?at  crosse  •  men  of  liolykirke 
Shul  tourne  as  templeres  did  •  J)e  tyme  approcheth  faste. 
H  Wyte  30  noujt,  wyse  men  •  how  J30  men  honoured 
More  tresore  fan  treuthe  1  •  I  dar  nou3t  telle  pe  sothe  ; 
Resou/i  &  rijtfid  dome  •  po  Religious  demed.  512 

Ri3t  so,  36  clerkes  •  for  3owre  coueityse,  ar  longe,     , 
Shal  J)ei  demen  dos  ecdesie  ■  and  30-\vre  pryde  depose, 

Deposuit  putentes  de  sede,  (^'c. 
^   3if  kny3thod  &  kynde  wytte    •  and  comime  con- 
science 
Togideres  loue  lelly  •  leueth  it  wel,  36  bisshopes,      516 
\)e  lordeship  of  londes  •  for  euere  shal  30  lese. 
And  lyuen  as  leuiflci  •  as  owre  lorde  30W  techeth, 

Per  primicias  4"  decimus. 
H  "Whan  costantyn  of  curteysye  '  holykirke  dowed 
With  londes  and  ledes  •  lordeshipes  and  rentes,        520 
An  Angel  men  herde  •  an  heigh  at  Rome  crye, 
'  Dos  ecdesie  jjis  day  •  hath  ydronke  venym. 
And  j)0  ]:at  han  petres  powere  •  arn  apoysoned  alle.' 
A  medecyne  mote  Jjer-to  •  ])at  may  amende  prelates, 
)2at  sholden  preye  for  Jje  pees  ;  •  possessions  hem  letteth, 
Take  her  landes,  3e  lordes  •  and  let  hem  lyue  by  dymes. 


.504.  axcth^  askefj  W.  mune  by  cowscie«ce. 

TjOo.  stanf]  staiides  C.  517.  londe.i']  your^  londes  ^Y 

j()7.  in  (2)]  C  OM.    nobles']  nobiles     3^]  36  schiil  0  ;  ye  shul  CB 


s/ial 


C. 

nOO.  tourne']  ouf/'turne  B. 

510.  iri/ne]  ye  wise  WO.  In  margin 
of  L — the  fall  of  the  church  throwgh 
covitovsnes  {in  a  later  hand). 

512.  ]!o]  {joo  0  ;  \>e  W.  denied] 
dainneden  B, 

514.  )>ei]  glossed  i.  resoiui  &c.  in  L. 

515.  com  line]  l^e  commune  by  W  ; 
eomunc  &.  B.     Crowley  has — &  com- 


518.  lyuen]  leuen  C.  Xoi>']  W  oni. 
decimas]  diuicias  CB. 

521.  on  /leig/i]  ou  hy3  0;  on  hcij 
B. 

522.  In  margin  of  O — Hodie  vene- 
nu«(.  est  cffusuwi  in  ecclesia  domini. 

524.  mote]  moot  W  ;  mot  C  ;  mo 
B  ;  muste  O. 

526.  let  hem]  loteth  hyiu  C.  dgmi.i] 
dismcs  CB. 
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If  possessiouM  be  poysoiwi  •  &  iupa/-lit  lieui  make,  it  were  «-ci!  to 

Good  were  to  uiscnargen  nem  •  tor  holicherciie  sake,        fiom  bucu  poUon. 
And  ptwgen  liem  of  po3'^^sou^^  •  or  more  jDe/ile  fullc.   529 
11  3if  presthod  were  parfit  •  pe  peple  s[li]olde  amende, 
J2at  contrarien  crystes  lawe  •  and  crystendome  dispise. 
For  al  paynym[es]  prayetli  •  and  parfitly  bileuetli     532  P^t.vn.vms  pray 
In  pe  holy  grete  god  •  and  his  grace  jjei  asken,  iMahoinei, 

And  make  her  mone   to  makometh  •  her  message  to 

shewe. 
j)ns  in  a  faith  lyueth  fat  folke  •  and  in  a  false  mene. 
And  ]jat  is  rontlie  for  ri3tful  men  •  ]:at  in  J)e  Eewme 

Avonyen,  536 

And  a  penl  to  fe  pope  •  and  prelatis  fat  he  maketh,       which  is  a  peril 

„,,..,.  to  the  pope. 

J)at  here  bisshopes  names  •  oi  liedleem  &  babiloigne ; 
[IT  Whan  fe  heye  kynge  of  heuene  •  sent  his  sone  to 

erthe, 
Many  miracles  he  wrou^te  *  man  for  to  turne  ;  540  Christ  wrought 

111  many  miracles. 

In  ensaumple  fat  men  schulde  se  *  fat  by  sadde  resou?^ 

IMen  mijt  noujt  be  saued  •  but  f  oru3  mercy  and  grace, 

And  tlioru3  penaunce  and  passion  •  and  parfit  byle[f] ; 

And  by-cam  man  of  a  mayde  •  and  metropolifanus, 

And  baptised   and    [bishoped]  •  with  f  e  blode  of  his  baptized  men, 

and  confirmed 
horte  545    them  with  Ms 

Alle  fat  wilned,  and  [wolde]  •  with  inne-wit  by-leue  it. 

527.  In  margin  of  L  {\n  a  late  538.  herc'^  bereth  R.  Bedleeni'] 
hanci) — a  medj'cyne  to  emende  pre-  Bethleem  WRCOB.  S,-'\  aud  of  RCOB. 
l&ics.  Sec.  539 — 556.  I/i  R  vnli/.     Proj}erli/, 

528.  ')ve7-e^  it  were  B.  chcrcJw']  so  this  j^i^ssage  belongs  to  the  C-text,  as, 
in  CB  ;  chirches  WO.  in  the  other  MSS.,  I.  538  is  closely 

529.  <»/]  of  l^at  B.     or]  er  WCOB.  joined  to  the  line  following  it.     Thus 

530.  i)resthod'\  prested  C.  sholde']  tve  find  in  L — of  Bedleem  &  babi- 
solde  L,  hut  marked;  schul  C.  loigne,  j^at  hippe  aboute  in  Engelonde, 

532.  j^aynymes']    so   in  WCROB  ;      &c.     See  I.  557. 

paynpn  L.    2)rayeth'\  preire  B.     and         543.  lylef'\   miswritten  byle  in  R  ; 

— hileueth']   to  on  persone  to  helpe  R.  cf.  C-text. 

533.  In — god]  On  o  god  ]pel  greden  545.  [bishojied]  written  bischiued 
R.     ]pei']  B,  0)n.  in  B,  ;  cf.  C-text. 

535.  in  (2)]  B  oin.  646.  [wolde]  woled  R  ;  cf.  C-text. 

536.  /(?r]  for  J^e  R.  innc-7vit'\  a  letter  spelling  ivoidd  he 

537.  «]  in  a  CB  ;  in  0.     and  (2)]      inwit. 
and  to  R. 
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ST    THOMAS    THE    IIAKTYR    IS    A    BRIGHT    EXAMPLE.     [PASS.  XV. 


Saints  suffered 
death  in  many 
countries. 


St  Thomas  died 
a  martyr. 


He  is  a  pattern  to 
all  bishops. 


rf.  Deut.  xxiii. 


Bishops  are 
bound  to  teach 
tlieir  people. 


Isaiah  and  Hosea 
[MalachiJ. 


IMany  a  seiiit  syttlieu  •  hatli  soffred  to  deye, 
Al  for  to  enforme  Jie  faith  •  in  fele  contreyes  deyeden, 
In  ynde  and  in  alisau??dre  •  in  ermonye  and  in  Spayne, 
In  dcdfol  deth  deyeden  •  for  there  faith  sake ;  550 

In  sauac/on  of  Jie  fayth  •  seynt  thouias  was  ymartired, 
Amonges  vndcende  cristene  •  for  cristes  lone  he  deyede, 
And  for  Jje  ri^t  of  al  pis  reume  •  and  al  reunies  cristene. 
Holy  cherche  is  honoured  •  heyjliche  J30ru3  his  deyiige, 
He  is  a  forbysene  to  alle  bishopes  •  and  a  bri3t  myroirre, 
And  souereyneliche  to  suche  •  pat  of  surrye  bereth  pe 

name,]  556 

)5at   hipjie,  aboute   in    Engelonde   •   to    liahve   mennes 

auteres, 
And  crepe  amonges  curatoures  •  [and]  confessen  ageyne 

pe  lawe, 

Nulite  'in'dtere falcem  in  mcsscm  allcnam,  ^'c. 
Many  man  for  crystes  loue  •  was  marth'ed  in  Romanye, 
Er  any  crystendome  was  knowe  pere  •  or  any  crosse 

honoured.  560 

IT  Euery  bisshop  pat  bereth  crosse  •  by  pat  he  is  holden, 
Thorwhis  pronynce  to  passe  •  and  to  his  peple  to  she  we 

hym, 
Tellen  hem  and  techen  hem  •  on  pe  Trinite  to  biieue, 
And  feden  hem  with  gostly  fode  •  [and  nedy  folke  to 

fynden.  5G4 

Ac  ysaie  of  30AV  speketh  •  and  osyas  bothe, 
\)&i  no  man  sclnild  be  bischope  •  but  if  lie  hadde  bothe, 


551.  tJionias]  nearlij  erased  in  R  ; 
cf.  C-text. 

557.  Jii])pe'\  huppeWO.  f«]  O  om. 
Engrlonde~\  Englong  B.  In  R  the 
line  is — And  nau;t  to  hujipe  aboute 
here  ill  englande  •  for  to  halwe  aiitres. 

558.  crt'j>c'\  crepe  in  R.  cvrntoiircs] 
creatouris  (!)  B.  \_nnd  WR]  LCOB 
om.  conf('gsc7i'\  confe^se  men  R  ;  con- 
fessiouw  B.     uliciiain'\  R  om. 

559.  3Iany']  Many  a  R.  in  Jio- 
■manije']  in  Romayne  WCOB  ;  in  Ro- 


maigne  C  ;  amonges  romajTies  R. 

5G0.  Br']  Er  ar  LC  {hi/  mistake) ; 
Er  W  ;  Ar  R ;  er  }^at  B ;"  Er  fan  0. 
an;/']  R  om.  teas']  were  R.  crosse] 
cros  pere  R. 

501.  he]  R  om. 

5G3.  techen']  schewen  R.  on]  of 
OB. 

5G4  —  567.  \^rind  nedij  —  fodc']  In  R 
onh/.  Not  in  C-text.  Omitted  in 
L^V(.'OB,  pruhahl)j  owing  to  the  rej'c- 
t  it  ion  ^/gostly  fode. 
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Bodily  fode  and  gostly  fode]  •  and  gyue  Jjcre  it  nedetli ; 

In  domo  mea  non  est  panis  neque  vestiinerdum,  isa.  iii.  7. 
et  idea  nolita  constituere  me  reycin. 
Ozias  seitli  for  such  •  ]jat  syke  ben  and  fieble,  5G8 

Tnferte  omnes  decimas  in  orejcm  meum,  vt  [^sit\  iiaiaciu  iii.  10. 
cibus  in  domo  mea. 
H  Ac  Ave  crystene  creatures  •  ])at  on  ])e  crosse  byleuen, 
Aren  ferme  as  in  ]:e  faitli  •  goddes  forbode  elles  ! 
And  ban  clerkes  to  kepen  vs  Jicr-Inne  •  and  bem  ))at 

sbal  come  after  vs. 
IT  And  iewes  lyuen  in  lele  lawe  •  owre  lorde  wrote  it  Jews  trust  to 

hyni-soluo,  oil 

In  stone,  for  it  stydfast  wis  •  and  stonde  sholde  eure — 
Dilige  denm  ^-  proximum  •  is  pco-fit  iewen  lawe — 
And  toke  it  moyse?  to  tecbe  men  •  til  Messye  come  ; 
And  on  f)at  lawe  \c\  [lyuen]  3it  •  and  leten  it  fe  beste. 
IT  And  ^it  knewe  pei  cryst  •  Jjat  crystendome  tau3te,        They  knew  cinist 

to  be  a  proplift 

For  a  p«rfit  p/'opb*  t3  •  }at  nioche  peple  saued  578 

Of  selcoutb  sores  •  jjei  [seyen]  it  ofte, 

Botbe   of  myracles   &  meruailles    •   and   bow  be  men  by  His  m.n.y 

miracles. 

fested 
"With  two  fissbes  an  fyve  loues  •  fyue  tbousande  peple ; 
And  bi  jjat  maungerye  men  mi3te  wel  se  •  jjat  Messye 

be  seme  1.  582 

And  wban  be  luft  vp  lazar  •  ]  at  layde  was  in  grcnie,        Lazarus. 

567.  cnid  (2)]  to  R.  nedetJi]  nedede  vien'\  it  hem  E.  Messyc'\  messias  B. 
R.  iitp']  me  iu  CB.  After  regem  57G.  o?t]  O  om.  It/ite/i^  lyiteWO; 
bot/t,  L  and  R  add — yz :  meaning  leuen  CB  ;  leue  R.  Cf.  1],  403,  57G, 
yzaias  (Isaiah).      Cf.  \.  5tJ5.  5?7]   R  om. 

568.  oreunt']  so  in  LCRB  ;  orreum  577.  hnen-c']  kuowen  O ;  knowe  B  ; 
W.    [_slt  0]  LWCROB  om.    me  <]  CB  knaw  G. 

om.  578.  For']  And  for  R. 

569.  Ac]  And  C.  579.  \_seyen  RB]  seyn  C ;  sei3en  WO  ; 

570.  ferme^  for  me  (!)  R.  sejTie  L  (hut  see  Pass,  xvi,  116,  117). 

571.  vs  (2)]  COB  om.  580.  meruailles]  miruaille  C.     ^'-J 

572.  it]  OB  om.  and  of  B.     her]  R  om. 

573.  was]  is  COB.    sholde']  .schal  0.  581.  an]  and  WCROB. 

574.  proximum]    proximum    tuum  582.  men]  |;ei  R. 

O.     icn-en]  lues  0.  583.  luft]  lufte  R  ;  lifte  WCOB. 

575.  And]   And  he   C  ;    Ac  lie  B. 
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JEWS    KNOW    A    PART    OF    OUU    CUEED, 


[pass.  XV. 


John  xi.  43. 
(Fol.  G9.] 


They  sought  to 
slay  Him. 


Cf.  Dau.  ix. 
21,  20. 


Jews  still  think 
Christ  a  false 
prophet. 


Since  they  V  now 
the  first  clause 
of  the  creed, 


they  should  be 
taught  the 
second. 


And  vnder  stone  ded  &  stanke  •  "with  styf  voys  Itym 

caUed,  584 

Lazare,  veni  foras, 
Dede  hym  rise  and  rowme  •  ri^t  Lifor  |)e  iuwes. 
Ac  Jjei  seiden  and  sworen  •  wdth  sorcerye  he  "wron^te, 
And  studyeden  to  stroyen  hym  •  and  stroyden  liem- 

self ; 
And  fiorw  his  pacyence  her  pow^ere  •  to  pure  nou3t  lie 

brou3te,  588 

Pacientes  vinciint. 
^  Danyel  of  her  -vrndoynge  •  deuyned  and  seyde, 

Cum  sanctus  scuictorum  veniat,   cessahit  vnxlo 
vestra. 
And  3et  wenen  Jto  wrecches  •  Jiat  he  were  j^seudo-jjvo- 

plieta,  590 

And  J)at  his  lore  be  lesynges  •  and  lakken  it  alle, 
And  hopen  jjat  he  be  to  come  •  J>at  shal  hem  releue, 
jNIoyses  eft,  or  Messj^e  •  here  maisteres  jet  deuyneth. 
^  Ac  pharesewes  and  sarasenes  •  Scribes  &  Grekis   594 
Aren  folke  of  on  faith  •  Jjc  fader  god  Jjei  honouren  ; 
And  sitthen  ])at  fe  sarasenes  •  and  also  fe  iewes 
Konne  Jie  firste  clause  of  owre  bileue  •  credo  in  deum 

patrem  ominjootentem, 
Prelates  of  crystene  prouynces   •  shulde  preue,  if  ]ic\ 

myjte,  598 

Lere  hem   litlum   &.   lytlnm   •   (|"   in  ihesnm   cltristum 

fillum, 


584.  (led — stanhc^  stanke  and  dede 
R.     hyml  he  COB. 

586.  Acl,  And  C. 

587.  stiulyeden']  stoded  C.  siroyoi'] 
struyen  WK.  hym']  C  om.  stroyden] 
struyden  W  ;  struyeden  R. 

589.  vndoi/nffc']  vndir.5tondyng  (!) 
B.  sanctvs — vestra']  veniat  sanctus 
BanctoTum,  &c.  R. 

590.  i^et]  W  ofn.     \>o]  the  CB. 

591.  CB  om. 

593.  Jiej'c — ^cf]  jet  hoir  maystries 


R. 

594.  Ac—sarasc7ies]  Ac  farisewes 
and  sarasines  R  ;  And  saiazeiis  and 
jiliarasee.s  COB.  Grel-is]  so  in  OB  ; 
grekes  CR ;  lewe.s  W.  Crowley  /kis 
Grekes. 

595.  of]  B  om. 

597.  Kon?ie]  Kunneu  R.  omtiijw- 
tcntem]  COB  om. 

598.  jjruitynces]  pjvuinec  R. 

599.  Lcre]  To  lere  WB.  JiUuvi] 
filiuw  cius.  &c.  COB. 


PASS.   XV.]  AND    SHOULD    BE    TAUGHT    ALL    OF    IT.  287 

Tyl  pei  coutlie  speke  and  spelle  •  et  in  spiritum  sanctum,  uii  tiicy  know 
And    rendren   it    &   reeorden   it    •    with   remlsslonem 
2)cccatorum,  GOl 

Carnis  resurreccionem,  et  vitam  eternam  ;  amen." 

COO.  e/]  and  R.  Crowley    has    rcade.        Yet    rendren 

GOl.     rcndrcn'\     reden     WCROB  ;      seems  rUjltt. 


288     THE  FRUIT,  CHARITY,  GROWS  ON  THE  TREE,  PATIENCE.     [PASS.   XVI. 


PASSUS  XVI.     (DO-BET  I.) 
Passus  xvj"%  cj*  2)rimas  de  dobet. 
"  I  thank  j-ou,"      "  ATow  fairc  fallc  90W  !"  quod  I  bo  •  "for  aowre  faire 

Buid  I,  "  but  wliat  \  1 

is  Charity  ? "  ^^ '  shewyiige, 

For  haukyimes  loue  pe  actyf  man  •  euere  I  slial  30W 
louye  ; 

Ac  jet  I  am  in  a  were  ■  wliat  charite  is  to  mene." 
"There  is  a  tree     IT  "  It  is  a  ful  tryc  tree,"  quod  he  •  "  trewly  to  telle.     4 

nauied  ratience,      __  .,  ,  „,  tiijit-  ,i 

Mercy  is  fe  more  per-oi  •  pe  mj'daei  stokke  is  reutlie, 
Ifte  leues  ben  lele  wordes  •  pe  lawc  of  holycherclie, 
J5e  blosmes  Leth  boxome  speclie  •  and  benygne  lokynge  ; 
Pacience  batte  )  e  pure  tre  ■  and  pore  symple  of  berte,     8 
of  wiiich  Charity    And  SO,   borw  god  aiid  jjoTW  good  men  •  groweth  pe 

is  the  fruit." 

frute  cbarite." 
IT  "  I  wolde  trauaille,"  quod  I,  "  pis  tree  to  se  •  twenty 

bundretb  myle. 
And  forto  haue  my  fyUe  of  ]?at  frute  •  forsake  al  otlicr 

edulium. 

saulee. 
"wiiere prows      Loi'dc,"  quod  1,  "if  any  wijte  wyte  •  wbider-oute  it 

it?"  said  I.  ,    „  .,  ,    . 

growetb  1"  12 

Title.      So  in  LW ;    Pas.sus  xviux  C;  and  pure  WO;  pore  and  B. 

00;   Passua  xvws  de  visione  vt  supra  9.  {^orw  (2)]   IICB  om.     ^f]  fiat  B. 

II ;   Passus  septodecimws  et  secundus  chnrlte]  caritas  B. 

de  dobet  B.  1 0.  ■)roldc'\  wole  B. 

4.  tryc']  tried  0.     trcwli/^  treutlie  11.  forto']   to  CROB.    fyUe]   fulle 

Pt.  WB.   saiilce']  so  in  0  ;  saule  OB ;  soule 

o.  more]  moore  0.     reiithc]  ryctlie  R  ;   sauk-es  W.      In  marg'ni  of  R — 

(sifi)  0.  Affile  penitenciam.    Cf .  Pass.  -xiii.  48. 

8.  and  porr]  so  in  R  ;  and  pou^ve  12.  oufc]  out  {^at  R. 


PASS.  XVI.]         THE    THREE    PROPS    OP    TUE    THEE    CIIAUITV. 


2S9 


IF  "  It  growetli  iu  [a]  giirdyno,"  L[uud  he  •  "  pat  god  mado 

hyin-seluen, 
Amyddes  mamies  body  •  pe  more  is  of  fat  stokke ; 
Herte  hatte  Ipe  [lijerber  •  jjat  it  in  groweth, 
And  liberum  arhttrium  •  hath  Jje  londe  to  ferme,         16 
Vnder  Piers  be  plowman  •  to jgyken  it  and  to  weden  it." 
"  Piers  pe  plowman  ! "  quod  I  po  •  and  al  for  pure  ioye 
J)at  I  lierde  uenipne  his  name  •  anone  I  swoiuied  after, 
And  laye  longe  in  a  lone  dreme  •  and  atte  laste  mo 

foujte,  20 

j)at  Pieres  pe  plowman  •  al  pe  place  me  shewed, 
And  bad  me  toten  on  pe  tree  •  on  toppe  and  on  rote. 
With  Jjre  pyles  was  it  vnder-pi3te  •  I  perceyued  it  sone. 
"Pieres,"  quod  1,  "I  preye  pa  •  whi  stonde  ^e^jgiles 

here  ? "  24 

IT  "  For  wyndes,  wiltow  wyte,"  quod  he  •  to  witen  it  fram 

fallynge ; 

Cum  ceciderit  iustus,  non  collidehir  ;  quia  domi- 
nus  supjjonit  mcmum  suam  ; 
And,  in  blowyng-tyme,  abite    pa  floures   •  but  if   J)is 

piles  helpe. 
jje  Avorlde  is  a  wykked  wynde   •  to   hem  j^at  wolden 

treuthe, 
Coueityse  cometh  of  pat  wynde  •  and  crepeth  amonge 

pQ  leues,  28 

And  forfret  neigh  pe,  frute  •  Jjorw  many  faire  si3tes. 
jjanne  with  pQ  lirste  pyle  I  paUe  hym  down  •  pat  is, 

potencla  dei  jjatris. 


"  It  grows,"  said 
he,  "  in  the  heart, 
in  land  helont;in{» 
to  Piers  tlie 
Plowman." 


Then  dreamt  I 
that  Piers  shewed 
me  the  tree, 
supported  on 
three  props. 

[Fol.  G::  (/J 


Ps.  xxxyi.  21 

(Vulg.). 


"  The  world," 
said  Piers,  "is  a 
wind  that  blows 
against  it. 


The  first  prop  is 
the  Father's 
might. 


13.  [a  WCEOB]  L  om. 

14.  7nore'\  moore  0. 

15.  haUe]  hat  B;h\ghteW.    herlcr 
WCO]  erber  LR  ;  herbergh  B. 

IG.  tol  \>Q  W. 

17.  ViuUr]  And  vnder  E.     to  (2)J 
COB  om. 

18.  7]  he  B. 

20.  lone  dreme]  loue  derne  C. 
22.  we]  me  to  WC. 

21.  7(2)]  R  om.     pllc.^']  pikes  C. 


25.  witen']  weten  B  ;  kepen  R. 

26.  j^lles]  floures  (!)  CB. 

27.  28.  to  hem  —  ivy  rule]  R  om. 
hem]  hym  C.    nwlden]  widen  WCOB. 

29.  fovfret]  fofrete  {sic^  C;  for- 
fretefj  WOB. 

30.  \ianne]  And  R;  That  CB. 
2ialle]  soi/iWR;  pulle  COB;  Crow- 
ley lias  pale.  Cf.  1.  51.  patris]  W 
om. 


19 
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THE    TUREE    PROPS    AGAINST    THE    THREE    FOES.     [PASS.   XVI. 


The  flesh  is  also 
a  fell  wind. 


The  Becond  prop 
is  the  Sou,  or  the 
Father's  Wisdom. 


The  third  enemy 
is  t)ie  devil. 


who  steals  my 
flowers. 


Against  the 
world,  the  flesh, 
and  the  devil, 


j)e  flesslie  is  a  fel  wynde  *  and  iu  flourynge-tynie 
|3orw  lykyng  and  lustes  •  so  loude  lie  gynnetli  blowe, 
]3at  it  norissheth  nice  si3tes  •  and  some  tynie  wordes, 
And  wikked  werkes  Jjer-of  •  wormes  of  synne,  34 

And  forbiteth  pe  blosmes  •  ri3t  to  Jie  bare  leues. 
^  ]?anne  sette  I  to  fe  secounde  pile  •  sapiencia  del  pains, 
jjat  is,  jjc   passiou?i   and   Jje  power  •  of   owre  prynce 

Ihed'u.  37 

]?orw  preyeres  and  jjomv  penaunces  •  and  goddes  passioiui 

in  myude, 
I  saue  it  til  I  se  it  rypen  •  &  somdel  y-fruited. 
And  jjanne  fondeth  fe  fende  •  my  fruit  to  destruye,   40 
With  alle  \q  wyles  \dX  be  can  •  and  -vvaggeth  jje  rote, 
And  casteth  vp  to  ])e  croppe  •  vnkynde  neigbbores, 
Bakbiteres  breke-clieste  •  brawleres  and  cliideres, 
And  leitb  a  laddre  fere-to  •  of  lesynges  aren  fe  ronges, 
And  feccbetb  away  my  floures  su???tyme  •  afor  botlie 

myn  eyben.  45 

Ac  llherum  arlitnum  •  lettetli  bym  some  tyme, 
}3at  is  lieutenant  to  loken  it  wel  •  by  leue  of  my-selue  ; 
Videatis  qui  peccat  in  splrltum  sanctum,  nun- 

quam  remittetur,  Sfc.  ; 
Hoc  est  idem,  qui  pecccd  per  liherum  arhitrivm 
non  repugned. 
Ac  wlian  j?e   fende   and   fe  flessbe   •  forth   Avith   jje 

world  e  48 

]Manasen  byhjoide  me  •  my  fruit  for  to  fecche, 
jjanne  libcrum  arhitrium  •  laccheth  jje  thridde  plante, 


31.  fcV]  feble  B. 

82.  hjliijng']  libyng  C.  rt«rZ]  of  0. 
loude  lie']  lowe  be  B. 

35.  forhltcth']  forbetes  C. 

38.  pom-  (1)]  With  II.  \>(mv  (2)] 
COB  om.    pcnminces]  penaunce  0. 

40,  )>e']  K  om.    fendt\  fynde  C. 

41.  waggcth']  wagged  CO, 

43.  hrelie]  brewe  E,  chcste]  Jjb 
cheste  W;  chestes  0, 

44.  ronges]  longes  (!)  B. 


45.  afor']  by-fore  CE  ;  to-fore  B. 
4G.   Ac']  And  C.     Icttcth]  lacches 
C ;  lacchijj  B.     hym]  hem  E. 

47.  rcpiignat']  irrittcn  repug"  or 
repug^  in  all  the  MSS.  Crowley  has 
repurgatur,  7i7//(;7t  reading  Mr  Wright 
follons.     See  Critical  Note, 

48,  Ac]  And  C.     whan]  what  E, 
50.    laccheth]   takes  C.      thridde] 

firste  WCOB  ;  hut  cf.  II.  30,  3G  ulove. 
plante]  planke  E. 


PASS.   XVI.]  THE    THIIKK    I'Jtol'.S    ARE    THE    TRINITY.  291 

Ami  pulletli  aduwn  pe  pouke  •  purelicli  ]jor\v  grace  iiio  third  pnip  is 

And   hclpe   of   j:e    holy  goste    •   and    fus    liaue    I    ])e 

maystrie."  52 

IT  "  Xow  faire  falle  30W,  Pieres,"  quod  I  •  "  so  faire  36 

discryiien 
J3e  powere  of  jjis  postes  •  and  her  p/'opre  my3te. 
Ac  I  have  J)0U3tes  a  thrcve  *  of  j?is  Jjre  piles,  "Teiinie,"saia 

_  I,  "  wliere  these 

In  what  wode  thei  woxen  •  and  where  J»at  pci  growed  ;    props  grew  ? " 
For  alle  ar  Jjei  aliche  longe  •  none  lasse  f>an  other,      57 
And  to  my  mynde,  as  me  finketh   •  on  0   More  Jiei 

growed. 
And  of  0  gretnesse  •  and  grene  of  greyne  jjei  semen." 
IF  "  pat  is  soth,"  seide  Pieres  •  "  so  it  may  bifalle  ;     GO 
I  shal  telle  fe  as  tite  •  what  fis  tree  hatte. 
pQ  grounde  |)ere  it  groweth  •  goodnesse  it  hi^te,  "xiiey  denote  tue 

»       1    T    1  11  1  1  •  Trinity." 

And  I  haue  tolde  Jje  AvJiat  hijte  fe  tree  •  pe  trmite  it 

meneth  " — 
And  egrelich  he  loked  on  me  •  &  Jier-fore  I  spared     64 
To  asken  hym  any  more  ther-of  •  and  badde  hym  ful        [Foi.  70.] 

„  "  What  is  tlie 

layre  fi-uitp- 

To  discreue  )je  fruit  •  fat  so  faire  hangeth. 
IF  "  Here  now  bineth,"  qjiod  he  ])0  •  "  if  I  nede  hadde, 
Matrymonye  I  may  nyme  •  a  moiste  fruit  with-alle.    68  "Beneath,  is  tiie 
panne  contenence  is   nerre  pe  croppe    •   as   cal^e] wey  Matrimony." 

bastarde, 
Jjanne  bereth  jje  croppe  kyndefruite  'and  clennesteof  alle, 

51.  2f">'elic7i]  priuelich  K.  59.    of  (1)]    R   o)n.      0]    oou    Y. 

5i.  jpostes']  postles  C.  myrfe']  mj'jtes  greyne']  00  greyn  0. 
W.  GO.  seicW]   q?/od  YWO.     so— may] 

55.  J.cr]  And  CB.    \>ou-i^tci<']  toughes  it  myght  so   Y ;    so  it  niy^te  O  ;  "so 
(!)  B.      threve]   tliraue  {fur  thraue)  may  R. 

R;  trewe  B.  61.    tite]   stit  Y;   tid  W;    tyt  R; 

5G— 91.    CB    omit.       Sec    Preface,  tyte  0.     hatte']  h\g\iiQ 'SY . 

This  passage  is  collated  with  MS.  Y  62.  hi-^te]  hatte  W. 

(Mr  Yates  Thompson's  MS.).  68.  may  nyme]  my3te  neuen  Y. 

56.  n-oxen]    waxen   0;    wexen   Y.  69.  panne]  That  YO.    contenence] 
pat]  Y  om.     groned]  growedeu  O.  continnance  Y.     nerre]  neer  W ;  ner 

57.  ar — longe]  yliche  longe  {^ei  ben  Y:  nere  R.     caleivey]  so  in  O;  cay- 
Y;  yliche  been  t^ei  longe  0.  lewey  R;   kaylewey  W;   calawey  Y; 

58.  gron-ed]  groweth  Y ;  growen  O.  calwey  L, 


292 


1  prayed  him  to 
pull  down  iin 
appL'. 


A  sad  noise 
issued  from  the 
tree. 


The  devil 
gathered  up  all 
that  fell, 


and  placed  his 
prey  in  limbo. 


Piers  strives  to 
regain  the  fruit. 


The  .Annuncia- 
tion. 


THE    DEVIL    STEALS    FRUIT    FROM    THE    TREE.        [PASS.   XVI. 

Maydenhode,  angeles  peres  •  and  ratliest  wole  Le  ripe, 
And  swete  witli-oute  swellyng  •  soure  Avorth  it  neuere." 
H  I  prayed  pieres  to  puUe  adown  •  an  apple,  and  lie 

Avolde,  73 

And  sufire  me  to  assaye  •  what  sauoure  it  hadde. 
%  And  pieres  caste  to  jje  croppe  •  and  fanne  comsed  it 

to  crye, 
And  wagged  wydweliode  •  and  it  wepte  after.  70 

And  wlian  it  meued  Matrimoigne   •  it  made  a  foule 

noyse, 
J5at    I   had  reuth  whan   Piers   rogged    •  it  gradde  so 

reufulliche. 
For  euere  as  Jiei  dropped  adown  •  jje  denel  was  redy, 
And  gadred  hem  alle  togideres  •  bothe  grete  and  smale, 
Adam  &  ahraham  •  and  ysay  Jje  prophete,  81 

Sampson  and  samuel  •  and  seynt  lohan  ])e  baptiste ; 
Bar  hem  forth  boldely  •  no  body  hym  letted, 
And  made  of  holy  men  his  horde  •  in  lymbo  inferni,   84 
There  is  derkenesse  and  drede  •  and  Jie  deuel  Maister. 
IT  Arid  Pieres  for  pure  tene  •  fat  o  pile  he  lau^te, 
And  hitte  after  hym  •  happe  how  it  my3te, 
Fllius,    bi    fie   fader  wille    •   and    frenesse   of  S2)iritiis 

tscimti,  88 

To  go  robbe  pat  raggeman  •  and  reue  Jie  fruit  fro  hym. 
^  And   Jjaune   spakke  sjjirltus  sanctus  •  in  Gabrieles 

mouthe. 
To  a  mayde  Jjat  hi^te  Marye  •  a  meke  jjinge  with-alle, 


71.  rathest'\vix\)Q&iY.     n-ule']  \soV\q 
O. 

73.  pieref\  Piers  ]:o  W, 

77.  it  (1)]  he  R.     noyse]  nose  (!)  Y. 

78.  pat   7]    And    I    W;     [.at    R. 
rofjgeit]  rused  R. 

81.  ahraham']  Eue  Y.    y-w^]  }'saac 
O. 

83.  loldcly]  baldelyR;  bodily  WY. 
hym^  hem  RY.     letted]  lette  R. 

84.  men]  0  om. 

85.  There— dvcde]    Ther  as  derk- 


ncsse  &  drede  is  Y. 

86.  o]  ooO;  oon  Y.     }fat—lau-i^te] 
of  l^at  a  pil  he  rau^te  AV. 

87.  And,]  He  W.     hapjw]  hitte  W. 
if]  he  0  ;  happe  Y. 

88.  fader]     fadcres    R.       splritus 
sa/icti]  Y  oin.  (hi/  vii.stahe). 

8i).    raffgeman]     Ragenian    AVRO ; 
ragman  Y.     7rue]  reueiid  R. 
'JO.    Gahrieles]  gabriel  R. 
1)1.  vuiydc']  maiden  Y. 


PASS.   XVI.]  TIIK    ANNUNCIATION    AND    INCARNATION.  293 

"  bat  one  Ih^wus,  a  iusticc  sone  •  nioste  ioiike  in  her  c.ahriei's  address 

to  Mary. 

chambre,  92 

1y\  plenitudf)  fernjwj'is  •  fully  comen  were, 
J^at  Pieres  fruit  floured  •  and  fel  to  be  ripe. 
And  Jjanne  sliulde  Ihe.>;us  iuste  IpcrG-iore  •  bi  iuggeraent 

of  amies, 
Whether  shulde  [fonge]   fe  fruit   •  Jie  fende  or  hym- 

selue."  96 

IF  ]0e  niayde  myldeliche  J)o  •  pe  messager  grauntod,  Ji'i'y  asscnis. 

And   seyde   hendelich    to  hym  •  "lo  me,  his   handc- 

mayden, 
For  to  worchen  his  wille  •  with-outen  any  synnc  ;" 

JEcce    ancilla   dominl  ;    fiat    michi   \_secundum  Luke  i.  ss. 
verTnim  tuuin],  ^"c. 
And  in  pe  wombe  of  jjat  Avonche  •  was  he  fonrty  wokes, 
Tyl  he  wex  a  faunt  Jjorw  her  flesshf;  *  and  of  fi^tyng  The  incaniation. 

couthe,  101 

To  haiTe  y-fou3te  with  pe  fende  •  ar  ful  tyme  come. 
And  Pieres  pe  plowman  •  parceyued  plenere  tyme,  piers leanisicech- 

And  lered  hpn  lechecrafte  ■  his  lyf  for  to  saue,  104 

]?at  powgh  he  Avere  wounded  witli  his  enemye   •   to 

warisshe  hywi-self ; 
And  did  him  assaye  his  surgerye  •  on  hem  bat  syke  essays  to  cure  the 

sick, 

were, 
Til  he  was  parfit  practisour^  •  [if]  any  peril  [felle],  [FoI.  to  6.] 

And  sou^te  oute  pe  syke  •  and  synful  bothe,  108 

92.    Obs  :     Henceforward    onhj   a  100.  mo'kes\  woukes  W ;  wookes  C  ; 

few  readings  are  given  from  Y.     See  wekes  R ;  wikes  B. 
note  to  \.  66.  101.  wex']  weex  W. 

92.  instice']    Justices  WO.      ionke]  102.  y-foxc^te'\  fou^ten  OB ;  fougbte 
iouken  R.  C. 

93.  fnlly  comcn'\   tyme  I-come  R.  103.  jylenere']  |je  plener  R. 
Ill   margin  of  0 — Annis   quin<i;entis  104.  liym~\  hym  a  B. 

flecies  rursuwq?fe  ducentis,  vn?/s  defu-  105.  \on-gh'\  Jjou^t  B.     /(/,?]  CB  om. 

C/"at  cu?«  deus  ortus  erat.  warisshe']  warschen  R ;  vvarsche  B. 

95.  shulde']  schul  C.     Z»(]  &  bv  R.  106.  surqerye]  surge/trie  WB. 

96.  i  fonge    WO]    fonde    LCRB;  107.    [»/' WCROBY]  of  L.     [felle 
foonde  Y.     \>e  fende]   the  fynde  C  ;      CBY]  fel  O ;  fille  W  ;  f ulle  LR. 

to  fynde  B.  108.  oute]  out  of  CB.     and]  and  {^e 

99.  [secundum — tuuni]  in  B  only.        O. 


29-4  THE    MANY    MIRACLES    OF    CHRIST.  [PASS.  XVI. 

and  lieals  many.      Aud      SaluGel      SjlcG      and      SJllful      "     botlie      Ijlyiulc      & 

crokede, 
And  comune  wo?rtnien  connerted  •  and  to  good  torned  ; 
Mat.  ix.  12.  Non  est  sanis  opus  medicus,  set  \infinnis\,  cj"c. 

Botlie  meseles  &  mnte  •  and  in  ]je  menyson??  blody, 
Ofte    lie    lieled    suclie    •    lie    ne    helde    [it]    for    no 
maistrye,  112 

He  restores  life  to  Saue  \o  li6  Icclicd  lazai"  "  jjat  liadde  yleye  in  graue, 

Qnatriduan//s  qnelt ;  •  quykke  did  liym  Avalke. 
Johnxi.  S5.  Ac  as  liB  made  J)e  niaistrye  •  medus  ccpit  est-s, 

And    Avepte  Tvater   Avith   liis    eyglien   •   ))cre   seyen    it 
manye.  116 

Some  pat  ]?e  si3te  [seyen]  •  saide  pat  tyme, 
]2at  he  was  leclie  of  lyf  •  and  lorde  of  heigh  henene. 
The  Jews  said  He  leAves  iangeled  Ipere-a'^eyne  '  and  iugged  lawes, 

was  a  wizard.  at  •  t       ^ 

And  seide  he  wrou^te  poxw  wicchecrafte  •  &  with  fie 
deueles  niijte,  120 

John  X.  20.  Demonium  liahes,  ^c. 

IT  "  Jeanne  ar  ^e  cheiles,"  qiwdi  \\\\esuii\  ■  '•  and  ^owro 
children  hothe, 
Mat,  xii.  27.  And   satlian   jowre  saueoure    •   ^ow-selue  now  ^e  Avit- 

nessen. 
He  reminds  the      For  T  liaue  saued  jow-self,"  seitli  cryst  •  "and  30wre 

Jews  of  His 

miracles.  sones  after, 

3owre  bodyes,  jowre  bestes  •  and  blynde  men  liolpen, 
And  fedde  30W  with  fisshes  •  and  with  fyue  loues,     125 

110.  And^  Horn,  [iiip'rniia']  so  in  119.  ayync']  ayenis  C;  a^eiist  B. 
O;  LWCB /u«-6' in. ;  'Rliasm.h..     See     and'l  j^at  R. 

Critical  Note.  120.   ^orw']  with  CQB.     with']  wit 

111.  mute']  dome  C.  E.     hahcs]  habet  \V. 

112.  Ofti^  Of  G.  ^le{\y]^Yom.  121.  r/(rrZcs]  clerkis(!)B.  [ihcsiis] 
heled]  heli)?  B.  siiehr]  swiclie  W;  only  "R  haa  the  right  reading,  riz.\\\c  ; 
swilkc  C.  lie']  nowth  C.  \_it  WROI!]  this  is  corrupted  into  ich  /;*  LWCY  ; 
LC  om.  B  has  1,  parth/  erased;  see  I.  12i?. 

113.  fjo]  than  C.  122.  ^ow]  so  in  RY  ;   yc  W;  yonrc 
115.  Ac]  And  C.     ]^r]  f^at  R.               COB.     3c]  0  am. 

IIG.  seyen]  seen  C.  12.'?.    ^ow]    youre  C.      set/]   B   nm. 

117.  iS<;7«e]  And  som  CB.  \_seyr»  CV<]  srith  eryst]  R  nm. 
Peye  R;   sei^en  W  ;  scyne  L  {liut   see  \'l'y.  Jisshes]   two  fisslics  W.     n-!th 

last  line),     saide]  sayed  C.  (2)]  C  om. 


PASS.   XVI.]  TIIK    BETR.VYAL    ON    M.VUNDY    TUURSDAY.  295 

And  left  baskcttos  ful  of  broke  nietc  •  bere  awcy  Avho 

so  AV'olde  ; —  " 
And  inysseide  be  icAves  manliche  •  and  manaccd  hem  tu  He  threatens  to 

beat  tliem ; 

bete, 
And  knokked  on  hem  Avitli  a  corde  •  and  caste  adown  John  ii.  is. 

her  stalles,  128 

)jat    in    clierclie    chaffiircden    •    or    chaungeden    any 

nioneye, 
And  seyde  it  in  si3tc  of  hem  alle  *  so  fat  alle  harden, 
"  I  shal  ouertourne  fis  temple  •  and  adown  throwe,  Johnii.  lo. 

And  in  thre  dayes  after  •  edifye  it  neAve,  132 

And  make  it  as  moche  other  more   •  in  alle  manerc 

poyntes, 
As  enere  it  was,  and  as  wyde  *  wher-fore  I  liote  30W, 
Of  preyeres  and  of  parfitnesse  •  J)is  j^lace  fat  30  callen  ; 

Domus  mea  clomns  oracionis  vocahifiir."  Mat.  xxi.  13. 

Enuve  and  yuel  wille  •  was  in  be  iewes  ;  136  The  Jcw.s  seek  to 

-  -^  r  '  g,.,y  Him. 

Thei  casten  &  contreueden  •  to  kulle  hym  Avhan  fei 

mi3te, 
Vche  daye  after  other  •  feire  tyme  fei  awaited. 
Til  it  bifel  on  a  fryday  •  a  litel  bifor  Paske, 
be  borsday  byfore  •  bere  he  made  his  maundee,         1 40  O"  Maundy 

■'•'■'■'■'  '  Thursday  He  says 

Sittyng  atte  sopere  •  he  seide  Jjise  wordes —  that  He  is 

T  IT  f>  111  betrayed. 

"  I  am  solde  forw  one  of  30W  '  he  shal  fe  tyme  reAve 

\)[\t  enere  he  his  saneoure  solde  •  for  syluer  or  elles." 

H  Indas  iangeled  f)ere-a3ein  •  ac  Ihesns  hym  tolde,    144 

It  Avas  h3^m[-self]  sothely  •  and  seide,  "  tu  dicis."  Mat.  xxvi.  25. 

120.  hrol'e  viete^  hYokc7ihrede  CB;      the  paske  CB  ;  Pasqe  W. 
breed  broken  O.  140.  );orsday'\  thoresda)' CR  ;  [^oriie- 

129.  paf]  And  C.  day  0  ;  j^ursday  WB.    maHndee~\  cenQ 

130.  if]  0  om.  R;  maunde  COB. 

131.  thnm-e]  f^rowe  it  W.  141.  Sittyng']  Sittande  R.    atte]  at 

132.  GBomit.  >eWCROB. 

133.  other]  oy\\:cr  W  ;  or  B.  142.   solde]  salde  C.     one]  8U??/me 

135.  J;w]  the  C.  R. 

136.  n-as]  aren  R.  143.   he']  R  0?;/.     soUle]  salde  C. 
138.  ]>eireP\  thair  C  ;  0  ovk  ;  hir  W ;  144.  ac]  and  C. 

here   B.       an-aited]     awaitedeii    W  ;  145.  /ii/m-self]  so  inWCROB;  hym 

waited  CB.  L. 

130.    it]  Com.     Pashe~]   pasclie  R ; 


296  JUDAS    BETRAYS    JESUS    WITH    A    KISS.  [PASS.  XVI. 

Jutias  appoints      jpanne  went  forth  Ipat  wikked  man  •  and  with  be  iewes 

tlie  token, 

mette, 
And  tolde  hem  a  tokne  •  how  to  knowe  with  ihesus, 
And  which  tokne  to  fiis  day  '  to  moche  is  y-vsed,     148 
viz.  a  kiss.  Jjat  is,   kissjiig  and   faire  contenaimce   •   &  vnkynde 

wille ; 
And  so  was  with  iudas  Jjo  •  Ipat  IhesxLS  hytrayed. 
[Foi.  71.]        "Atie  rnhy"  q?wd   bat  rihaude  •  and  rijt  to  hym  lie 

Miit.  xxvi.  19. 

3ede, 
And  kiste  hym,  to  he  caiijt  ]?6?'e-by  •  and  kulled  of  )?e 

iewes.  152 

51  Jeanne  Iheyus  to  Indas  •  and  to  ]>&  iewes  seyde, 
"  I  find  gnii  in       "  Falsenesse  I  fynde  •  in  |)i  faire  speche, 

thy  laugliter,"  i  n        •        • 

said.iesus.  And   gyle    in    ])i    gladde    chere   •   and   gaiie   is    m    ]5i 

lawghyng^?. 

))ow  shalt  he  myronre  to  manye  '  men  to  deceyue,    15G 

Ac  fe  wors  and  ])\  Avikkednesse  •  shal  worth  vpon  fi- 

sehie  ; 

jLit.  xviii.  7.  Necesse  est  vt  veniant  scandala  ;  ve  homini  ilU 

per  qiiem  scandalum  venit ! 
John  xviii.  8.        Jjqav  I  hi  tresou;^  he  ytake  •  at  ^owre  owne  wille, 
Suflfreth  my  postles  in  pays  •  &  in  pees  gange." 
On  a  thoresday  in  thesternesse  •  fus  was  he  taken    160 
}3orw  iudas  and  iewes  •  ihesus  was  his  name  ; 
On  tiie  Friday       Jjat  on  jjB  frydav  folwynge  •  for  mankynde  sake 

He  jousted  in  t      i     1    •       •  1  '     •'  +  n 

Jeiusaiem,  lusted  ui  iGxusaiexa  •  a  loye  to  vs  alle. 

14G.  \:e]  Com.  reniant]  venientB;  vcniat  C.     Itonil- 

147.  /tfi?rt]  hym  C.     Jmoive']  C  om.       ni']   B  om.     scandalum    vc/iifj    COB 

148.  J.Mc7]    pe    R.      y-rsed']    vsed      oin. 

RO.     to — y-?-.w^/]  is  to  inyche  vsed  0.  15S.  po/r]   pou^t  B.     yfaJu]    take 

150.  A  ltd  so']  As  B;  And  C.     \^at']      WYRB ;  taken  CO.     at]  and  R. 

he  COB.  159.  Suffreth']  Ruffyres  C.    /^o.^i-Z^*-] 

151.  rihavde]    ribalde    C.      j«Zr]      so   in  R;    A}jostk>s  AV ;  apostyles  C; 
iode  R.  apostelis  0;  apostlis  B.     jMys]  so  in 

152.  of]  )7oruj  R.  RYO  ;  pais  B;  pees  \VC.    jwcs]  so  in 
154.  /]  ich  R.  RYCOB;  pays  W. 

156.  he]   be  a  OY.  ma»)/e  •  moi]          IGO.    On]    In    R.      in]    in    po    0. 
many  man  •  hem  B.  thesternesse]  Mirkcnc.«se  C. 

157.  ^Ir]    And   C.  j,-/]    |;c    110;          102.  manhynde]   mankyndes  WO  ; 
H  {printed   tlio)   W.  i-jhiii]    on    O.  niankeude  R. 


PASS.  XVI.]  THE    rOKT    SEES    ABRAHAM,    OR    FAITH.  297 

On  crosse  vpon  caluarye  •  cryst  toke  ]?e  hataillc,        1G4  and  defeated 

death  on  the 

A3eines  detli  and  pc  deuel   •  destruyed   her  bothcres  cross. 

myites, 
Deyde,  and  deth  fordid  •  and  dayo  of  nyjte  made. 
51  And  I  awaked  ]jf re-witli  •  &  wyped  myne  eyghen,        Tiien  i  anokc, 

and  sought 

And  after  piers  pG  plowman  •  pryed  and  stared.         1G8  everywhere  for 

Estwarde  and  westwarde  •  I  away  ted  after  fasto, 

And  jede  forth  as  an  ydiote  •  in  contre  to  aspye 

After  Pieres  jjc  plowman ;  •  many  a  place  I  sou3te. 

And  Jjanne  mette  I  with  a  man   •  a  mydlenten  son-  on  Midient 

Sunday  1  met 
daye,  1  /  ^    Abraliam,  or 

As  hore  as  an  hawethorne  •  and  Abraham  he  hi3te. 

I  frayned  hym  first  •  frara  whennes  he  come, 

And    of    Avhennes    he    were    •    and    whider    |)at    ho 

pow^tc. 
IF  "  I  am  feith,"  quod  pat  freke  •  "  it  falleth  nou3te  to 

lye,  176 

And  of  Abrahames  hous  •  an  heraud  of  armes. 
I  seke  after  a  segge  •  fiat  I  seigh  ones, 
A  ful  bolde  bacheler  ■  I  knewe  hym  by  his  blasen."         Abraham  is 

seeking  one 

"What  bereth  pat  bnirn'?"  quod  I  J)o  •  "so  blisse  J>e  whose  wazon  is 

,.,,,„  ,Qn    the  Trinity, 

bityde  !  180 

H  "  ]5re  ieodes  in  o  lith  •  non  longer  pan  other, 
Of  one  mochel  &  my3te  •  in  mesure  and  in  lengthe ; 
J3at  one  doth,  alls  doth  •  &  eche  doth  by  his  one. 
j)o,   firste   hath   mi3te    and   maiestee    •   maker  of  alio 

f)inges ;  184 

1G4.    On']  On  a  CB.  175.  \}(mite]  so  m  CROBY  ;  sou^le 

l(lo.  deth]  \je  de\>  O.     Iter]  pere  R.  W. 

botheres]   so  in  W;    bother   CYOB  ;  176.  M]  j'is  COB.     to]  m&  to  li. 

beire  R.  177.  an]  and  CB. 

1G6.  deth']  deed  W.  178.  /(])]  AndW.    segge]  man  C. 

1G8.  \>e]  CB  am.  179.  Imewe]  knawe  C  ;  knowe  O. 

ir.9.  I]  and  CB.    awayted]  waited  180.    hereth]     ber}?     W.       buirn] 

WCROB.  barne  CB. 

171.  O  omits.  181.  i«]  on  RCOB. 

172.  a  (2)]  on  0.  182.    myi^te]    oo   mageste    O  ;    oon 

173.  hore']  boor  W ;  hoer  R;  heor  my3t   and   mageste    CYB.       in   (2)] 
B.     an]  any  CB.  CB  om. 

174.  frayned]  frain  C.  184.  ]>inges]  thynge  RCOB. 
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THE    THREE    PERSONS    OF    THE    TRINITY.  [PASS.   XVI. 


the  Father,  the 
Son, 


and  the  Holy 
Gliost. 


[Fol.  71  fe.] 


Pater  is  liis  propre  name  •  a  pe?'sone  by  liym-selue. 
)3e  secoimde  of  pat  sire  is  •  sothfastnesse,  fillus, 
Wardeyne   of   Jiat  witte   liatli    •   Avas   euere  Avitli-oute 

\)Q  pridde  hatte  jje  holygoost  •  a  pcrsone  by  hym-selue, 
\)Q  li3te  of  alle  J?at  lyf  hatli  •  a  londe  &  a  watre,         189 
Confortoure  of  creatures  •  of  hym  cometb  al  blisse. 
So  fire  bilongetli  for  a  lorde  •  jjat  lordesliip  claymeth, 
My3te,  and  a  mene  •  to  knowe  his  owne  my^te,         192 
"  The  Father  sent  Qf  liym  &  of  liis  spruaunt  *  and  what  bei  sulfre  bothe. 

forth  His  Son  as 

a  servant.  So  god  J)at  gyiinyng  hadde  neure  *  but  Jjo  hym  good 

Jjou^te, 
Sent  forth  his  sone  •  as  for  seruaunt  fat  tyme, 
To  occupien  hym  here  •  til  issue  were  spronge,  196 

]?at  is,  children  of  charite  •  &  holicherche  ])e  nioder. 
Patriarlces  &  prophetes  •  and  aposteles  were  pe  chyldren, 
And    cryst   and    crystenedome    •    and    cr3^stene    lioly- 

chcrche. 
In  menynge  fiat  man  moste  •  on  o  god  bileue,  200 

And  jjere  hym  lyked  &  loued  •  in  Jjre  persones  hym 

sheAved. 
And  fiat  it  may  be  so  &  soth  •  manhode  it  sheAveth, 
Wedloke  and  Avidwehode  •  Avith  virgynyte  ynempncd, 
In  toknynge  of  f)e  Trinite  •  Avas  taken  oute  of  o  man. 
Adam  OAvre  aller  fader  ■  Eue  Avas  of  hym-selue,  205 

And  fie  issue  pat  pei  hadde  •  it  Avas  of  hem  bothe, 
And  either  is  otheres  ioye  •  in  thre  sondry  persones, 


AVcdhick, 
widowhoorl,  and 
virginity  denote 
tlie  Trinity. 


185.  ])ro2ve~\  COB  om. 

186.  \>af\  t^aW.  of— hi  i^  of  )^«t 
sire  COB.  sothfaHtnesse]  stedfastnesse 
C ;  stefast  {sic)  B. 

187.  of]  of  al  O. 

188.  hatte']  liighte  W  ;  has  C  ;  ha}? 
B  ;  bat  R. 

189.  pe—liatli']  \>ni  alle  [;c  li^t  of 
\}Q  lif  E.  a  (1)]  on  B.  a  {'!)]  on 
COB. 

191.  ]irc]  ther  C  ;  fjer  B.  claiimrth] 
]ayine.s(!)  C. 


192.  ff]  WCO  <??«..     knnwe]  TX  om. 

193.  /(yw;]  hym-selue  11.   \:ei  svffre'] 
soffret  hem  R. 

198.  chyldren']  barnes  R.. 

199.  and  (3)]  and  alle  R. 

200.  o«]  in  R. 
202.  O  omits. 

204.  taltcn — man]  out  of  man  taken 
W.     o]  a  COB. 

205.  owre']    was  cure  W.      aller] 
al|;er  OB,     Eue]  and  Eue  W. 

2(H!.  Yii]  he  COB. 


I'ASS.  XVI.]  VARIOUS    SYMBOLS    OF    THE    TRINITY.  2Q9 

And  in  hciicnc  &  licre  •  one  sjaigulerc  name  ;  208 

And  [j^us]  is  mankynde  or  manhede  •  of  niatrimoignc 

yspronge, 
And  bitokneth  fe  Trinite  •  and  trcwe  Lilcue. 
^  ]\Ii3te  is  niatrimoignc  ■  fiat  multiplieth  jje  ertlie,  Matii-rony 

And  bitokneth  trewly  '  telle  if  I  dorste,  212  Father  of  aii. 

[Hym]  Jjat  firste  foz/rmed  al  •  Jje  fader  of  heuene. 
po.  sone,  if  I  it  durst  seye  •  resembleth  wel  J)e  wydwe,     The  son 

resembles  a 

Dens  mens,  deus  mens,  vt  quid  dereliquisti  me  1     widow  (Ps.  xxi. 

1 ;  Vulg.). 

}5at   is,  creatour  wcx   creature   '  to  knowe  what  was 
bothe;  215 

As  widwe  Avith-oute  wedloke  •  was  neure  3ete  yseye, 
Xa  more  my3te  god  be  man  •  but  if  he  moder  hadde ; 
So  wydwe  with-oute  Avedloke  •  may  noujte  Avel  staudo,    There  can  be  no 

widow  witliout 

]S"e  matrimoign'e  Avith-oute  moillerye  "  is  nou3t  moche  to  wedlock, 
preyse ; 

Maledidas    homo    qui    non   reliquit    semen    in 
israel,  Sfc. 
]3us  in  })re  persones  •  is  perfitliche  manhede,  220 

)pat  is,  man  &  his  make  •  &  moillere  her  children,  Man  and  his  \rifa 

and  children 

And  is  nou3t  but  gendre  of  o  generacioun  •  bifor  Ihe^'u  form  a  Trinity. 

cryst  in  heuene, 
So  is  pe  fader  forth  Avith  fe  sone  •  and  fre  AAdlle  of 

bothe;  223 

Spirltus  procedens  a  jKtfre  c|*  jiJio  ; 
Which  is  pe  holygoste  of  alle  •  and  alle  is  but  o  god. 
Jjus  in  a  somer  I  hym  seigh  •  as  I  satte  in  my  porche  ;     i  Abraimm  saw 

208.  hcrel  in  erj^e  0.  217.  iVa]  Ne  na  R. 

209.  [>?/«  WCOBY]  Jjis  L;  J^at  R ;  219.  m(ydlcri/e']mo\UeT\eYB;  may. 
the  line  is  marhed  for  correction.  lereR;  MuliereW;  mulerie  0  ;  moil- 
«/•]  and  W.     y.tpronge']  C  on.  Here  C. 

210.  COBY  omit.  220.  manJiede'\  puir  manhode  R. 

211.  3n'i^te']soi)iR;  Might  COYB  ;  221.  maji]  a  man  CB.  moiUcre] 
Mighty  W.     (.?]  is  in  R.  raoillerie   Y;    moilliere    C;    niulliere 

212.  ?/]  it  if  COBY.  W;  moih-e  B  ;  raulerer  0.     /tcr]  here 

213.  IHi/m  WO]  He  LCRBY.  R  ;  WCOBY  om. 

2U.  if  I  a']  is  if  I  CO;    if  y   B.  222,  gendre']  genderd  C.    o]  aWC; 

rcscm/jlefh — })c]  resemblaunt  to  COB.  OB  om.     Ihem'\  B  om.. 

n'l/dn-c]  widuwes  B.  22-1.  hohj]  0  om. 

215.  wcx]  weex  W;  wax  R.  22.5.  a]  0  om. 
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the  three  Persons  I  ros  vp  aiid  reuereiiccd  hym  •  &  rijt  faire  liym  gretie ; 

(Lien,  xviii.  2).  ""  n  tt 

Tlire  men  to  my  sy3te  •  I  made  wel  et  ese,  227 

Wesche  lier  feet  &  wyped  hem  •  and  afterward  Jjei  eten 
Caliies  flesslie  &  cakeljrede  •  and  knewe  what  I  thou^te  ; 
Ful  trcwe  tokenes  bitwene  vs  is   •  to  telle  whan  me 
lyketh. 
God  asked  me  if     Firste  he  fonded  me  •  if  I  loued  bettere  231 

I  loved  Him  more 

than  Isaac.  Hym,  or  ysaak  myn  ayre  •  pe  Avhich  he  hi3te  me  kullo. 

He  wiste  my  wille  by  hym  •  he  wil  me  it  alloAve, 
I  am  ful  syker  in  soule  j^er-of  •  and  my  sone  bothe. 
I  circumcised  my  sone  •  sitthen  for  his  sake  ; 
My-self  and  my  meyne  •  and  alle  fat  male  were        236 
Bledden  blode  for  ]>a.t  lordcs  loue  •  and  hope  to  blisse 
])G  tyme. 

Cod  promised  nie  Myii  affiaunce  &  my  faith  •  is  ferme  in  J)is  bilieue ; 

an  inheritance. 

For  hym-self  bihi3te  to  me  •  and  to  myne  issue  bothe 
[Foi.  72.]        Londe  and  lordship  •  And  lyf  with-outen  ende  ;        240 
To  me  and  to  myn  issue  •  more  ^ete  he  me  graunted, 
Mercy  for  owre  my'sdedes  •  as  many  tyme  as  we  asken  ; 
Luke  i.  55.  Qiiam  oUm  ahrahe  promisisti,  Sf  seinlni  ems. 

And  sith  he  sent  me  to  seye  •  I  sholde  do  sacrifise, 
And  done  hym  worshipe  with  bred  •  and  with  wyn 
bothe,  244 

And  called  me  jje  fote  of  his  faith  •  his  folke  forto  sauc, 
And    defende   hem  fro   ]ie   fende    •   folke   Jjat   on    me 
leueden. 
Tiuis  have  I  ever    j)ns  luiue  I  bcii  his  herande  ■  here  and  in  helle, 
licraid.'"  ^  And  conforted  many  a  careful  •  fat  after  his  comynge 

wayten.  248 

226.  rus]  roos  W;  raas  C  ;  aros  B;  f^is  {pr'nitrd  his)  W. 

aroos  0.  241.  yie']   if  (!)  B.      me']   men   B; 

228.  Jy]  in  R.     heni]  lies  R.  W  om. 

230.  is']  been  0.     nu^  we  B.  242.  Mercy']  More  CB. 

232.  7/('  M-^tc:]  het  B.  24.5.  \>e  fuic]  jse  forjj  0  ;  slot  CB. 

2:?.3.   /;<0  a  R.  240.      hem]      hym     C.        Irnrdrn] 

235.  sitthcJi]  sith  RO  ;  sif-e  B.  bileueilen  B. 

237.  hue]  sake  O.  24S.  n]    ("OB  oni.     ivayirn]    waiU 

238.  faith]   fay  R.     )'/.<;]   his  CB  ;  edcn  \V. 
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And  bus  I  soke  liyiu,"  lie  seidc  •  "  for  I  [lierJe]  seyiie  i  seo!<  Him 

wluun  John 
liltO  lately  baiJti^cJ, 

Of  a  barne  jjat  baptised  liym  •  lolirm  Baptiste  was  his 

name, 
jXit  to  patriarkes  and  to  propbetes  •  and  to  other  peple 

in  derkuesse 
Seyde  bat  be  seigb  here  •  bat  sholde  sane  vs  alle  :     252  anJof  wi.omHo 

''         r  o  T  propliesifd"  (Jo. 

Ecce  agnus  del,  y'c."  i.  2a). 

H  I  hadde  wonder  of  bis  wordcs  •  and  of  his  wyde 

clothes ; 
For  in  his  bosome   lie   bar  a  tbyng   •  jjat  he   blissed 

enere. 
And  I  loked  on  bis  lappe  •  a  lazar  lay  bere-Inne  i  saw  a  leper  in 

^  -^  ''    •■  Abruliam's  lap, 

Ainonges  patriarkes  and  profetes  •  pleyande  togyderes. 
"^\rhat  awaytestow?"  quod  be  •  "and  what  woldestow 
bane?"  257 

"  I  wolde  wyte,"  quod  I  bo  •  "  what  is  in  20wre  lappe  1 "  which  i  asi<ed 

■^       '      -^  '  ■'  ^'-  him  to  sliew  nie. 

H  "  Loo  ! "  quad  be,  and  lete  me  se  *  "  lorde,  mercy  ! " 

I  seide, 
"}?is  is  [a]  present  of  mocbe  prys  •  what  Prynce  sbal 

ithauer'  2G0 

"It  is  a  p>rciouse  present,"  quod  he  •  "  ac  be  pouke  "  The  devil,"  said 

•^  1  '        J.  J       i.  he,  "has  claimed 

it  bath  attached,  tins  leper  and 

And  me  fere-niyde,"  quod  J)at  mxu  •  "  may  no  wedde  vs 

quite, 
jSTe  no  buyrn  be  owre  borwgh  •  ne  bryng  vs  fram  bis 

daungere ; 
Oute  of  be  poukes  pondfoldi  •  no  meynprise  may  vs  no  one  can 

'  ransom  us 

fecche,  264 

249.   [kerde  WCROB]  L  omits,  but  257.  anaytestow']  art  j^ou  B. 

the  line  is  marlted.  258.  %s'\  is  >is  O. 

251.  to   (2)]     CB    om.       to    (3)]  260.  \a  WCROB]  L  om. 
COB  om.  2G1.  ac'\  and  C. 

252.  «'/V/A]  sej'de  R.     7((rre]  liir  C  ;  262.  ):e/'e!-?«?/ffc]  jjere-witliRC.  ??(«/*] 
liyw  0.     sholde']  shul  C.     vs]  hem  R.      weye  R. 

.    254.  For]  And  R.     ^at]  and  J^at  R.  263.  buyrn]  barne  CO. 

255.  on]  in  W.  264.  R  omits,     'pondfolde']  ponfold 

256.  CB  om.     2'^t;ijandc]   pleyinge  CY  ;    pynfold    OB,     no]    ne  no  CB, 
WYO  ;  pleyede  R.  may]  0  om. 


SO- 


ONLY    CHRIST    CAN    RESCUE    MANKIND.  [PASS.  XVI. 


till  Christ  comes,    Tyl  lie  comc  jjat  I  carpe  of  •  cryst  is  his  name,  265 

)5at  slial  delyure  vs  some  daye   •  out  of  ]>e  deueles 

poAvere, 
Aiid  bettere  wedde  for  vs  legge  •   fan  -we  ben  alio 
worthy, 
ana  offers  life  for    jjat  is,  lyf  for  lyf  '  Or  ligge  J3LIS  euere  2G8 

life  " 

Lollynge  in  my  lappe  •  tyl  such  a  lorde  vs  fecche." 
IT  "  Alias  ! "  I  seyde,  "  pat  synne  •  so  longe  slial  lette 
))e  myjte  of  goddes  mercy  •  pat  my3t  vs  alle  amende  ! " 
Then  I  wept,  but    I  wcpte  for  liis  woixlcs  "  With  pat  sawe  I  an  other    272 

soon  helie'.d  -r%         i .   i  r     l^  •   i  i 

another,  Eapclich  reuiie  forth-;  •  pe  ri3te  waye  he  Avent. 

I  affrayned  hym  fyrste  •  fram  whennes  he  come., 
whose  name  I       And  what  he  hi3te  &  whider  he  wolde  •  and  Avightlich 
"''^'-  he  tolde.  275 


2GG.  some  dni/e]  0  om. 

270 — 273.  R  has— Alias,  tliou3te  I 
po  •  }rat  is  a  longe  a-bydynge, 
And  sued  hym  •  for  he  softe  33ile, 
pat  he  toek  vs  as  tit  •  ac,  Iruwly 


to  telle. 

274.  affrayned']  fraynede  O. 

275,  And]     E    om.       n-Ujldlkh] 
wliitli-lidie  l;. 
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PASSUS  XVII.     (DO-BET  11.) 

Passiis  xvij"%  ct  secundus  de  do-let 
"T  am  spes,"  quod   he,  "a  spye  'and  spire  after  a  "  i  am  hope," 

-*-  kny^te,  IJi-^ar  a  letter, 

That  toke  me  a  maundement  •  vpon  J^e  mounte  of  synay, 
To  reide  alle  rewmes  with ;  •  I  here  fe  writte  here." 
"  Is  it  asseled  1 "  I  seyde  •  "  may  men  se  ]ji  le^^res  1 "   4 
"J^ay/'he  sayde,  "I  seke  hym  •  fat  hath  fe  sele  to  and  seek  Him 

wlio  sluiU  seal 

kepe ;  it." 

IF  And  fat  is,  crosse  and  crystenedome  •  And  cryst       [Foi.  72&.] 

fere-on  to  hange. 
And  whan  it  is  asseleil  so  •  I  Avote  wel  f  e  sothe, 
}pat  Lucyferes  lordeship  •  laste  shal  no  lenger."  8 

"  Late  se  pi  lettres,"  quod  I  •  "  we  mijte  f  e  lawe  luiowe."  "suew  me,"  saia 
IT  ])anne  plokked  he  fortli  a  patent  •  a  pece  of  an  harde 

roche, 
Wher-on  [Avere]  writen  two  wordes  •  on  fis  wyse  y-  Then  )ie  siiewed 

me  a  stone, 

glosed, 

Title.  PassusxvijwsOCYB;  Pasfsiis         7.  asseled^  enseled  W.     I— sothe'] 

xvjws  de  visione  vt  suprre  R  ;  W  adds  R  om. 

— et   iyjs   de   Do-bet;    B   adds — et         8.    R   has — Sathanas  power  schal 

tercius  de  dobet.  last  no    lenger,  And   jsus   my   lettre 

1.  (jttod — sj}ije']  a  spie,  q?/od  he  R.  meneth.      /S'ee  Critical  Note. 
a7id  sjflrc'l  spere  R.  9.  J^i  lettres']  pat  lettre  R. 

3.  with]   fjeir-with  R.     {?<?  writte]  10.    panne—he]     A     plucked     R. 
it  writen  0  ;  it  \^Tite  Y.  patent]  pauntelet  B. 

4.  asseled']    enseled  W.      \>i^    the  11.  [^mere  WCBY]    weren   0 ;  was 
COB.                                                            LR. 

5.  I]  W  om.     \>e  seUr]  J^eal  (!)  C. 
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CONTRADICTION    BETWEEN    FAITU    AND    HOPE.     [PASS.  XVII. 


wliercon  were  the 
Cominandmeiits. 


Mat.  xxii.  40. 


"He  that  doeth 
thus  is  safe." 


"  Yea,"  said  the 
herald;  "  beliold 
liei'e  are  Josliua, 
Jiiditli,  and 
otliers." 


"  Wliich  of  you 
must  I  believe  ? ' 
said  I. 


Diluje  deum  Sf  p^-oximum  tuum,  ^'c. 
}3is  was  jje  tixte  trewly  •  I  toke  ful  gode  ^eme  ;  1 2 

j?e  glose  was  gloriousely  writen  *  with  a  gilte  penne, 

In  liijs  diiohus  mavdatis  iota  lex  iJendet  Sf  pro- 
■pltetia. 
If  "  [Ben]  here  alle  pi  lordes  lawes? "  qi/od  I  *  "  39,  leue 

me  wel,"  he  seyde, 
"  And  who  so  worcheth  after  Jiis  writte  •  I  wil  vnder- 

taken,  15 

Shal  neuere  deuel  hym  dere  •  ne  deth  in  sonle  greue. 
For  ];ough  I  seye  it  my-^elf  •  I  haue  saued  Avith  j?is 

charme 
Of  men  &  of  Avo??2men  •  many  score  jjousandes." 
H  "He  seith  soth,"  seyde  pis  heraud  •  "I  haue  yfounde 

it  ofte ; 
Lo  liere  in  my  lappe  *  pat  leued  on  pat  charme,  20 

losue  and  ludith  •  and  ludas  Macaheus, 
3e,  and  sexty  pousande  bisyde  forth  •  pot  hen  nou3t 

seyen  here." 
5r    "  jowre   wordes   aren    wonderful,"    qi<od   1   tho    • 

"  which  of  30W  is  trewest, 
And  lelest  to  leue  on  •  for  lyf  and  for  soule  1  2-4 

Abraham  seith  pat  he  seigh  •  holy  pe  Trinite, 
Thre  persones  in  parcelles  •  departable  fro  other, 
And  alle  pre  but  0  god  •  pus  Abraham  me  tau^te, 
And   hath    saued   pat   bileued   so   "  and  sory  for   her 

synnes,  28 


12.  ynie\  gome  R. 

13.  writen']  I-write  R.  mandat\if\ 
R  om.  iota — fendet]  pendet  tota 
lex  R.     proplietia^  p?'flphete  CB. 

14.  'iBeii  WCBY]  Beera  0  ;  Ls  LR. 
leue\  lef  R.     wv/]  wllle  C  ;  R  om. 

15.  And]  COB^?«.  yis  wr\t:tc~]v[\y 
wit  R. 

16.  deili'\  dette  COB  ;  deet  Y. 

18.  of  (2)]  CB  om.  \ousandcs\ 
{■ousand  W. 

1!).  lie  seith]   Yc  sci(!ii  '\\.     seyde 


)>is]  sayed  j^e  C  ;  seide  {^o  B  ;  sei);  l.->e 
O.  yfounde]  founded  CBY  ;  fouudeu 
O. 

20.  on']  of  R. 

22.  y]  R  om. 

23.  aren]  be  C  ;  be«  B  ;    been  0. 
tho]  CB  om. 

2-1.  on']  .so  W. 
2.5.  hola]  hoolly  W. 
26.  depdrtahle]  de.sprtrtable  B. 
28.   }pat]    \ai    I    CB.     hileiied]    bi- 
Kueth  1!.      .ii/nne.'']  syiiue  COB. 
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lie  can  nou3te  segge  J)e  soHniio  •  ami  some  arou  iu  his 

lajipe. 
AVliat  neded  it  panne  •  a  newc  lawc  to  bigynne,  "  wiiat  need  of  a 

8ith  ]je  fyrst  sumceth  *  to  sauaeionn  &  to  blisse? 
II  And  now  cometli  s/jes,  and  speketli  •  ])at  hath  aspied 

pe  lawe,  32 

And  telleth  noujte  of  ])e  Trinitee  •  fat  toke  liym  liis 

levies, 
'  To  byleue  and  louj'c  ■  in  o  lorde  alni}'3ty,  such  as  Hope 

now  jiroclaiins? 

And  sitthe  rijt  as  niy-self  *  so  louye  alle  peple. 

^  ])Q  gome  Jjat  goth  witli  o  staf  •  lie  semeth  iu  gretter  To  walk  with  one 

staff  is  Ijetter 
hele  36    than  walking 

])an  he  put  goth  with  two  staues  •  to  sy3te  of  vs  alle. 
And  ri3te  so,  b}'  pe  liode !   *  resoun  me  sheweth, 
It  is  ly3ter  to  lewed  men  •  a  lessou?i  to  knowe, 
J5an  for  to  teclien  hem  two  •  and  to  harde  to  lerne  Jje 
leest !  40 

It  is  ful  harde  for  any  man  •  on  abraham  byleue,  fiope's  law  is 

.  hanler  than 

And  "welawey  worse  jit  •  for  to  loue  a  shrews  !  Abiaiuun-s. 

It  is  li3ter  to  leue  •  in  pre  lonely  persones 

)5an  for  to  louye  and  leue  •  as  wel  lorelles  as  lele.        4-i 

Go  jji  gate,"  qiiod  I  to  ^«/?es  •  "so  me  god  helpe  !  co  thy  way, 

\)o  |)at  lerneth  pi  lawe  •  wil  litel  while  vsen  it !" 

And  as  we  wenten  pus  in  pe  weye  •  wordyng  togyderes,         [Foi.  73.] 

,  •,  •,  •         1  1  i  ^    Then  we  saw  a 

panne  seye  we  a  samantan  •  sittende  on  a  mule,  48  Samaritan,  riding 

Eydynge  ful  rapely  •  pe  ri3t  weye  we  3eden, 

29.  He'\  I  O.     and  some']  of  ]pO  pat     (printed  to  the)  W. 

B.     Ills']  my  O.  42.    welawey]    waylavvey   C  ;    wel 

30.  neded  it]  nedi)?  {^ee  0  ;  nedes     awey  W  ;  weiloway  B. 

itC;  nedi)^  it  B.     bU/ijnne^hvmg&lX.  43.  ll-^ter]  written  l^iov;  f/.  1.  ,30. 

.32.    Cometh']    bigynne)?    OY  ;    hi-  44.  leve]    leue  or  lene  (vncertain 

cometh  CB.     hath]  W  om.  in  the  MSS.)     lele]   lelles  O  ;    leles 

36—46.  B,  omits.  CB. 

36.  gome]  mane  C.     goth']  gaes  C.  45.  I]  erased  in  B.     to]  COB  om. 
0]  a  COB.     in]  in  a  B.  46.  wil]  wol  W;  wel  B  ;  O  om.. 

37.  goth]  gos  C.  47.  wenten]  wente  vs  B. 

39.  It]  That  it  W.    a]  o  W.    knmve]  48.  sittende]    so    in    E  ;    sittynge 
ler<?  B.                                                         WCOB. 

40.  lerne]  lere  C  ;  here  B.     ]}e]   f^e  49.  Bydynge']  Eyden  E. 

20 
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FAITH,    HOPE,    AND    THE    GOOD    SAMARITAN.       [PASS.  XVII. 


coming  from 
Jericho. 


Faith,  Hope,  and 
the  Samaritan 
find  a  wounded 
man  (Lu.  x.  33). 


Faith  passes  by 
liiin. 


Hope  also  passes 
by  liira. 


But  the 

Samaritan 

alights, 


and  washes  his 
wounds  with 
wine  and  oil, 


Comynge  fro  a  cuntre  •  Ipat  men  called  lerico ; 
To  a  iustes  in  ihemsalem.  '  he  cliaced  awey  faste. 
Bothe  Jje  heraud  and  hope  •  and  he  mette  at  ones       52 
Where  a  man  was  wounded  •  and  with  penes  taken. 
He  my^te  neither  steppe  ne  stonde  •  ne  stere  fote  ne 

handes, 
Ne  helps  hym-self  sothely  •  for  scmiuyf  he  semed,      55 
And  as  naked  as  a  nedle  •  and  none  helpe  aboute  hpn. 
^  Feith  had  first  si3te  of  hym  •  ac  he  flegh  on  syde, 
And    nolde    nou3t    neighen    hym  •    by   nyne   londes 

lengthe. 
^  Hope  cam  hippyng  after  •  fat  hadde  so  ybosted, 
How  he  with  Moyses  maundement  "  hadde  many  men 

y-holpe ;  GO 

Ac  whan  he  hadde  si3te  of  ]3at  segge  •  a-syde  he  gan 

hym  drawe, 
Dredfully,  by  ])is  day  !  as  duk  •  doth  fram  pe  faucou??. 
H  Ac  so  sone  so  pe  Samaritan  •  hadde  sijte  of  Jiis  lede, 
He  li3te  adown  of  lyard  •  and  laddo  hym  in  his  hande, 
And  to  fie  wye  he  went  '  his  woundes  to  biholde,       G5 
And  parceyv;ed  hi  his  pons  *  he  was  in  pe?-il  to  deye, 
And  but  if  he   hadde  recourere    fe  rather   •  pat  rise 

shulde  he  neure ; 
[And  breyde  to  liis  boteles  •  and  bothe  he  atamede  ;]  68 
"VVyth  Avyn  &  with  oyle  •  his  woundes  he  Avasshed, 
Enbawmed  hym  and  bonde  his  hed  •  &  in  his  lappe 

hym  layde, 


50.   Comynge]  Com  CB. 

52.  ]ie]  CB  om.  and  (2)]  B  om. 
he']  glossed  by  A.  xpc.  (vieanlng  id  est 
Cliristus)  in  LWR. 

53.  wounded']  I-wounded  E. 

54.  He]  A  R.  stere]  stire  C; 
sterie  B.     handes]  hand  B. 

56.  hym]  R  om. 

57.  of]  on  R.  aer]  and  C.  fcgli] 
fled  C.     ow]  a  W. 

58.  nolde]  walde  C.     hy]  B  om. 

59.  ]>at]  &  0. 


01.  segge]  grome  C. 

G2.  Bredfidly]  Drodful  B.  dnli] 
doke  WCRO  ;  a  doke  B. 

64.  of]  B  om.  ladde]  CB  om. 
hande']  liandes  R. 

G5.  to  f36']  with  );at  R. 

60.  hq  in  R. 

67.  if]  ^if  R  ;  WB  om.  recourere] 
rocouerer  WOY  ;  recouered  B;  .'^ociir 
C.     rather]  rapelier  W. 

68.  In  R  only  ;  hut  see  C-text. 
70.  hym  (2)]  he  OB. 
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And   laddc  liym  so  forth  on  lyard  •  to  lex  chrisfi,  a  takes  iiim  to  u 

grantee  called 

AVel  six  mylc  or  seuene  •  biside  pa  newe  market ;       72 
Herberwed  liym  at  an  hostrye  •  and  to   be  hostellere  i^'hI  teiis  the 

innkeeper  to  take 
called,  care  of  him, 

And   sayde,  "  haue,  kepe  jjis  man  •  til  I  come  fro  Ipe 

iustes, 
And  lo   here   syluer,"    he    seyde    •  "  for   salue    to   his 

woundes." 
And  he  toke  hym  two  pans  •  to  lyflode  as  it  were,     76  giving  him  iwo 

pence  lor  his 

And  seide,  "  what  he  speneth  more  *  I  make  J)e  good  expenses. 

here-after ; 
For  I  may  nou^t  lette,"  quod  Jjat  leode  •  &  lyarde  he 

bistrydeth, 
And  raped  hym  to-iher».§a] em-ward  •  pe  ri^te  wayc  to  Then  he  rides  on 

to  Jerusalem. 

ryde. 
If    Faith   folweth   after   faste   •   and   fonded    to    mete  Faith  and  Hope 

1  on    rule  after  him. 

hym,  oO 

And  spes  spaklich  hym  spedde  •  spede  if  he  my3te. 
To  ouertake  hym  and  talke  to   hym  •  ar  Jjei  to  toiin 

come. 
IT  And  whan  I  sey3  pis,  I  soiounied  nou3te  •  but  shope  Then  ran  i  after 

the  kind 
me  to  renne,  Samaritan,  and 

And  suwed  Jjat  Samaritan  •  jjat  was  so  ful  of  pite,       84  [|i,j^*^' 
And  grauntod  hym  to  ben  his  grome  ■  "  gramercy,"  he 

seyde, 
"  Ac  pi  frende  and  pi  felawe,"  quod  he  *  "  Jjow  fyndest 

me  at  nede." 
^  And  I  thanked  hym  ))o  •  and  sith  I  hym  tolde, 

73.  liosfrye]  ostrie  COB.    to']  R  om.  80.  fohveth']  folwede  WCOB. 
hostellere']  ostiler  CB.  81.      spaJdich]       .sparkliche      R  ; 

74.  haue]   tliere  is   a  point   after     schai'pli  B. 

tins  word  in  C  a7ul  0.  82.  to  (2)]  til  COB. 

76.  pans]  peus  WCO.  83.  to]  C  om. 

11.  speneth]  speudej^  WB  ;  spendes         84.  ]:at  (1)]  ]>q  R.     p'lte]  piete  C. 
C.  85.    grome]    gome    R.     gramerey] 

78.  lette]   0   om.   (!)     Instrydeth]  graunt  m<'/'cy  WCRO. 
bistroode  C  ;  bistrode  OB.  8G.  quod  he]  he  saide  CB  ;  0  om. 
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THE    SAMARITAN    INSTUUCTS    THE    TOET.  [PASS.   XVII. 


I  told  him  wliat 
Faith  and  Hope 
had  done. 


[Fol.  73  0.] 


He  told  me  that 
nothing  could 
cure  the  wounded 
man  but  the 
blood  of  a  child 
born  of  a  virgin. 


"Nearly  all,"  said 
lie,  "  who  pass 
through  that 
wilderness  are 
robbed. 


Outlaws  lie  in 
wait  there. 


Their  chief  was 
afi'aid  of  me. 


How  pat  feith  fleigli  awey  •  and  sjyes  liis  felaw  botlie, 
For  si3te  of  fe  sorweful  man  •  put  robbed  was  Avitb 

jjeiies.  89 

"  Haue  hem  excused,"  qiiod  he  •  "her  help  may  litel 

auaille ; 
May  no  medcyn  on  molde  •  Jie  man  to  hele  brynge, 
Neither  feith  ne  fyn  hope  *  so  festred  ben  his  woundis, 
With-out  Jje  blode  of  a  barn  '  borne  of  a  mayde.         93 
And  be  he  bathed  in  pat  blode  •  baptised,  as  it  were, 
And  Jjanno  plastred  with  penaunce  •  and  passions  of 

]?at  babi, 
He  shnlde  stonde  and  steppe ;  *  ac  stalworth  worth  he 

neure,  98 

Tyl  he  haue  eten  al  pe  barn  •  and  his  blode  ydronke. 
For  went  neuere  wy  in  ))is  worlde  '  Jiorw  fat  wilder- 

nesse, 
)pat  he  ne  was  robbed  or  rifled  ■  rode  he  fere  or  jede, 
Sane  faith,  &  his  felaw  •  S2yes,  and  my-selue,  100 

And  jji-self  now,  and  such  •  as  suwen  owre  werkis. 
^  For  outlawes  in  pe  wode  •  and  vnder  banke  lotyeth, 
And  may  vch  man  se  •  and  gode  merke  take,  103 

Who  is  bihynde  and  who  bifore  •  and  wdio  ben  on  hors, 
For  he  halt  hym  hardyer  on  horse  •  fan  he  fat  is  a  fote. 
For  he  seigh  me,  fat  am  Samaritan  •  suwen  feith  &  his 

felaw  106 

On  my  caple  fat  hatte  caro  '  (of  mankynde  I  toke  it), 


88.  feiffh:]  fleed  C  ;  fle3  R. 

89.  \>e]  pat  W. 
91.  0?/]  vnder  R. 

93.  oncnide]  mayden  0. 

94.  be^  lu^  he  be  COB;  be  he 
(^printed,  he  be)  W.     lie]  R  om. 

95.  ])lastrcc[\  pastrid  B,  amX\  aud 
l^e  R. 

9G— 340.  Here  MS.  0  has  lost  three 
leaves;  tMs portion  is  collated  with 
MSS.  Cz  and  Y. 

9f).  ac'\  and  CCz. 

97.  ■i/dronl-e']  drunkyn  Cz. 


99.  or  (1)]  ne  R. 

101.  as]  }jat  RCz. 

102.  outlawes]  outlawe  is  R.     loty- 
eth] lowted  C. 

103.  may]    moweu   W ;    mow  e   C ; 
mown  Cz. 

104.  who  (2)]  wo  is  B. 

105.  half]  haldes  C.     a']  on  YBC2  ; 
at  C  ;  W  om. 

106.  sc/^/i]  seithRC2.   feith]ioYih. 
Y. 

107.  hatte]  hattijj  B  ;  highte  W. 


PASS.  XVI r.]  JESUS    OP    BETHLEHEM    SHALL    SAVE    ALL.  309 

IIo  was  vnharLly,  pat  liaiiot  •  and  huclJe  lijnn  in  in- 
ferno. 108 
Ac  ar  bis  day  f>re  dayes  •  I  dar  viidertaken,  in  throe  days' 

time  he  sh:»ll  be 

Jjat  lie  woi'tli  fettred,  Jjat  felounc  •  fast  with  clieyncs,       bound. 
And  neure  eft  grcne  gronie  •  pat  gotli  pis  ilke  gate  ; 

\0  mors,  ero  mors  tua,  4'c.]  Hoscixiii.  u. 

^  Ai\(\  panne  slial  feith  be  forester  here  •  and  in  pis  Then  shiui  Faiih 

be  keeper  of  the 
fritth  Walke,  112    forest  here, 

And  kennen  out  comime  men  •  pat  knoweth  noujte  pc 

contre, 
"Which  is  pe  weye  pat  ich   went  •  and  wherforth  to 

iherz<6'alem. 
And  hope  pe  hostelleres  man  shal  be  •  pore  pe  man  Htli  and  Hope  shall 

be  the  innkeeper's 

an  helyngc ;  man, 

And  alle  pat  fieble  and  faynt  be  •  pat  faith  may  nou3t 

teche,  116 

Hope    shal  lede  hem  forth  with    loue   •  as    his  leif^re 

telleth, 
And  hostel  hem  and  hole  '  porw  holicherche  bileue,         and  take  care  of 
Tyl  I  haue  saliie  for  alle  syke  •  and  panne  shal  I  re- 

tourne,  119 

And  come  a3ein  bi  pis  contree  •  and  confort  alle  syke 
jjat  craneth  it  or  coueiteth  it  •  and  cryeth  pe?'e-after. 
For  pe  barne  was  born  in  bethleem  •  pat  with  his  blode  The  child  born  in 

1     1  Bethlehem  shall 

shal  sane  save  all." 

108.  vnliardij — harlot^  vn  harlot  118.  hosteV\  hei'bor  C.  lieh^  hel 
(h}j  mistake)  E.  huild<}'\  hud  R  ;  liem  C  ;  heele  hem  B.  holicherclui^ 
hidde  WYC2B  ;  hid  C.  holichirchis  B. 

109.  Ae]   And  CC2.     yis — dayes']  Hi),  retourne']  turne  W. 

f)ise   dales   J^re   B ;  thise    dayes   thre  121.  it  (1)]    C2  0111.     or]  and  W. 

dayes  C.  and]  or  W. 

\\1.  grome]  gome  WRC2.      [^ —  122,123.     For  the  barne  was  borne 

tua]  in  R  only.  iu  Bethlem  •  of  a  clene  mayde, 

112 — 123.  B.  omits.  That  shal  with  his  blood  •  saue  alls 

112.    forester]      forster     WCC2Y.  pat  lyuen  in  feith, 

ivalke]  C  om.  And  foloweth  the  techynge  •  of  holpo 

ilii.  ont]  CGz^Y  om.    comime]  vn-  j^at  is  his  felawe  Y. 

ku?inawde  (miswrittcn  uulcu/ima/ide)  So  also  CC2B  ;  but  C  oinits  borne, 

B.  C2  omits  the  first  his,  C  the  second 

115.  an]  in  Y  ;  to  CC2B.  his,  and  all  three  riyhtly  have  hope 

117.  telleth]  hem  telles  CB.  for  holpe.    LW  are  alike,  and  better. 


310 


"  Shall  T  believe 
in  the  Trinity, 
•li  Faith  taught 
me?  '  said  I, 


"  or  in  the  law  of 
Love,  as  Hope 
taught  me  ?  " 


"  Follow  the 
teaching  of  both. 
[Fol.  74.] 


Shew  to  heretics 
thy  HAND. 


The  Father  is 
like  the  folded 

FIST; 


the  PALM 
betokens  the 
Holy  Ghost ; 


THE    HAND    IS    A    TOKEN    OF    THE    TRINITY.         [PASS.  XVII. 

Alle  jjat  lyuetli  in  faitli  and  folwetli  •  liis  felawes  tecli- 

ynge." 
IT  "  A  !    swete    syre  ! "   T    scyde    jjo    •  "  Avlier    [shal    I J 

"byleue,  124 

As  feith  and  his  fclawe  •  enfoiirmed  me  tothe '? 
In  ]jre  persones  departable  •  fat  perpetuel  were  euere, 
And  alle  jjrc  but  o  god  *  pus  abraliam  me  taujte ; — 
And  hope  afterwarde  '  he  bad  me  to  louj^e  128 

0  god  wjth.  al  my  good  •  and  alle  gomes  after, 
Louye  hem  lyke  my-selue  •  ac  owre  lorde  aboue  alle." 
H  "  After  abraham,"  quod  he  '  "  jjat  heraud  of  amies, 
Sette  faste  ]>i  faith  •  and  ferine  bileue.  132 

And,  as  hope  hi^te  pe  •  I  hote  fiat  Ipow  louye 
Thyn  euene-crystcnc  euermore   •  euene  forth  with   J)i- 

self. 
And  if   conscience  carpe  jjere-ajein   •  or  kynde  witte 

oyther, 
Or  heretykes  with  argumcntz  •  Jjin  honde  jxnv  [hem] 

she  we ;  13G 

For  god  is  after  an  hande  •  yhere  now  and  knowe  it. 
IT  jiQ  fader  was  fyrst,  as  a  fyst  ■  with  o  fynger  fold- 

Tyl  hym  loued  and  lest  •  to  vnlosen  his  fynger. 

And  profre  it  forth  as  with  a  paume  •  to  Avhat  jilace  it 

sholde.  140 

])e  paume  is  purely  fe  hande  •  and  profreth  forth   fc 

fyngres 
To  mynystre  and  to  make  •  fat  my3te  of  hande  knowcth, 


124.  /  seyde]  seide  I  B.  n-Jicr'\ 
whether  R.  Ishal  I  YCC2B]  I  shal 
LWR. 

125.  enfoiirmed']  enformen  CBYCa. 
127.  pre]  this  C  ;  j^is  is  B. 

129.  C2  omits. 

130.  nnj-sclue']  m.y-suluen  R.  nr] 
and  CC2. 

132.  ./V^?/^]  fully  W. 

133.  Iii-^te\  bihi^t  R. 


136.   [hem  WR]  hym  LCC2B. 

138.  ns]  CC2Y  am.  0]  a  CYB, 
fohhjngc]  folden  R. 

139.  loued]  leuod  R.  IcM]  liste 
WCC2BY  ;  luste  R.  tnloscii]  vn- 
clo.sen  B. 

140.  profre']  proforod  R. 

141.  profreth]  pwfnr  C. 

142.  vii/iD/.sfrr]  iiii«stre  R  ;  mvn.s- 
tre  Y. 


PASS.   XVII.]     FIST,    PALM,    AND    FIXGERS    5IAlvE    ONE    HAND.  311 

And  bitokneth  trcwiy  •  telle  who  so  likctli, 

j)G  holygost  of  lieuene  •  he  is  as  ]je  paume.  144 

j)o  fyngres  fat  fre  ben  ■  to  folde  and  to  se?*ue,  the  fingees 

betoken  the  Son, 

Bitokneth  sothly  Jie  sone  •  Ipat  sent  was  til  erthe, 
J3at  toched  and  tasted  •  atte  techynge  of  J:e  pamnc 
Seynt  Marie  a  Mayde  •  and  mankynde  laiijte  ;  1 48 

Qui  conceptus  est  dc  spiritu  sancio,  [natuSjl  ^'c. 
]5e  fader  is  ])anno  as  a  fust  •  Avith  fynger  to  touche,  The  fist,  palm, 

.  .        ,        7  .  t>  ^"'^  PINGKKS  aie 

Quia  omnia  trafiam  ad  me  ipsum,  qc,  butoNEHAifD. 

Al  |jat  jje  paume  parceyueth  •  profitable  to  fele. 
Thus  ar  jjci  alle  but  one  •  as  it  an  hande  were, 
And  jjre  sondry  si3tes  •  in  one  shewynge.  152 

])Q  paume,  for  he  putteth  forth  fyngres  •  and  fie  fust  The  pahn  puts 

forth  both  the 
bothe,  fingers  and  the 

fist. 

Ei^t  SO  redily  •  reson  it  sheweth, 

How  lie  pat  is  holygoste  •  sire  &  sone  p?'eueth. 

And  as  be  hande  halt  harde  *  and  al  bynge  faste       156  The  hand  holds 

tilings  by  help 

]Oorw  foure  fyngres  and  a  thombe  ■  forth  with  fe  paume,  of  the  fingers  and 
Eijte  so   \q  fader  and   ]33   sone    ■   &   seynt   spirit    J)e 

Jjridde 
Halt  al  pe  Avyde  worlde  •  with-in  hem  tlire, 
Bothe  welknc  and  \q.  wynde  •  water  and  erthe,  IGO 

Heuene  &  helle  •  and  al  fat  fere  is  Inne. 
}5us  it  is,  nedeth  no  man  •  to  trowe  non  other. 
That  thre  jjinges  bilonget'i  •  in  owre  lorde  of  heuene,      The  Trinity  is  a 
And  aren  [serelepes]  b}'  hem-self  •  asondry  were  neure, 


Unity. 


143.  Uheth]  it  liketh  Y  ;  it  liked  157.  a]  B  om. 

CB.  159.     Half]     Haldes    C;    W    om. 

144.  he^  Cz  om.  with-in']  with  U.    tli 7'e]  l^reholdenVi. 
145  —  147.  CB  om.  160.  9veUme']wo\kne\YR;  j^e  welk- 

146.  til]  to  C2.  ene  B  ;  wellien  CC2. 

147.  atte]  and  R.  161.  ]}ere  is  Tune]  so  in  R  ;  is  {^er- 

148.  Inatus  CBY]  LWRC2  om.  Inne  W  ;  ther-Inne  is  CYC2B. 

149.  panne]  pawme  W.     a]  R  om.  162.     is]     RGB    om.      nedeth]     it 
tonche]  thouche  R.  nede}?  C2.     to]  WCB  om. 

151.  an  hande]  a  fust  R.  164.  Ise7'elepes]  so  in  Y  ;  serelopes 

152.  in  one]  in  oen  in  R,  W;  surleps  R;    sereples  CC2B ;    ser- 

153.  he]    it   W.     he  putteth]  ]je     clei^es  h  (but  marked  for  eoi'rection). 
paume  put  (!)  R.  were]  were  Jsei  WCYC2B. 

156.  half]  haldes  C. 


The  folfled  fist  is 
like  God  the 
Creator. 


The  fingers  are 
as  the  Son,  who 
is  the  Skill  or 
Science  of  the 
Father. 


312        THE    FIST    IS    THE    FATHER,    THE    FINGERS    THE    SOX,    [PASS.  XVII. 

Xamore    ])an    myn    lianJe    may    •    meue    with-outen 

fyngeres.  1G5 

^  And  as  my  fust  is  ful  honde  •  yfolde  togideres, 
So  is  fe  fader  a  ful  god  •  formeour  and  sliepper, 

Tu  fabricator  omnium,  Sfc, 
And  al  ])Q  my3te  myd  hym  is  •  in  makyng  of  fiynges.  168 
^  The  fyngres  fo?irnien  a  ful  hande   •  to  p?«-ti'eye  or 

peynten 
Kei'uynge  and  compassynge  •  as  crafte  of  J^e  fyngres  ; 
Iii3t  so  is  fe  sone  •  fe  science  of  ]?e  fader. 
And  ful  god,  as  is  jje  fader  •  no  febler  ne  no  better.  1 72 
\)Q,  paume  is  purelich  J)e  hande  •  hath  power  bi  h}Tnselue, 
Otherwyse  pan  fie  ^yrythen  fuste  •  or  werkmanschip  of 

fyngres ; 
Foi  ]5e  paume  hath  powere  •  to  put  oute  alle  fe  ioyntes. 
And  to  vnfolde  j?e  folden  fuste  •  [for  hym  it  bilongeth  ; 
And  receyue  ]?at  Jje  fyngres  recheth  '  and  refuse  bothe. 
Whan  he  feleth  jje  fust  •  and]  Jie  fyngres  wille.         178 
So  is  pe  holygoste  god  •  nother  gretter  ne  lasse 
}5an  is  fe  sire  and  Jje  sone  ■  &  in  )je  same  myjte. 
And  alle  ar  fiei  but  o  god  •  as  is  myn  hande  &  my 

fyngres, 
Vnfolden  or  folden  •  my  fuste  &  myn  paume,  182 

Al  is  but  an  hande  *  how  so  I  torne  it. 


The  palm  unfolds 
tlie  fist,  an<l 

[Fol.  74  h] 
receives  from  the 
fingers. 


and  fin;;eis,  fist, 
and  palm  are  but 
one  hand. 


165.  myn — w^y]  may  an  hand  E. 
fijiigcrcs']  my  fyngres  WCC2YB. 

1(56.  And']  B  om.  fiisf]  neef  C. 
yfolde']  y-holden  W. 

1G7.  shcpper]  scheppere  E ;  slinp- 
pere  WC2  ;  chappere  B  ;  shapeo?//'  Y  ; 
schipper  C. 

1G8.  And^  CYC2B  om.  myd]  with 
C.     of]  of  alle  CYC2B. 

100.  or]  or  to  CC2B. 

170.  fl'rt^Z]  or  E.  tf.«]isE.  crnffc] 
cri.st  C. 

173.  hath]  and  ha-P  WC2. 

174.  ]pe  wrythcn]  he  writhes  pa  C  ; 
he  wri^jefj  [jo  B ;  ]>&  writen  E. 

175.  ^e  paume]  he  W.  puf]  pult 
E.     alio]   E  om.     After  1.  175  B  in- 


serts— and  to  strecche  out  \>e  syuwes  ■ 
and  weynes  bojri?. 

17G — 178.  [/or — and]  in  T\only  : 
hut  cf.  C-text. 

176,  folden]  E  oni.  fuste]  Neue 
C. 

178.  <7»i]  atte  L  ;  at  WC2  ;  as 
CYB. 

179.  So]  To  (!)  C. 

180.  andr]  or  E. 

181.  my]  C  om. 

183.  is]  is  it  E.  an]  so  in  WW  ; 
on  CC2B  ;  oon  Y. 

183,  184.  htm  so  —  \^r  hande] 
WCC2YB  omit;  retained  in  E  and 
Crowley. 


PASS.  XVII.]  AND    THE    PALM    IS    THE    HOLY    GHOST.  313 

Ac  who  is  herte  in  Jje  lianclc  •  euene  in  pc  myddcs,  181  hc  who  is  imn  in 

...  the  pidm  lUilg  in 

He  may  recejoie  1131  nou3te  •  resou?«  it  shev.-eth  ;  power  over  tiie 

For  Jjo  fyngres,  fat  folde  sluilde  •  and  Jjo  fuste  make,       fist" 

For  peyne  of  pc  paumc  •  powere  hem  failleth 

To  [clucche]  or  to  clawe  •  to  clyppe  or  to  holde.       188 

^   "Were    pe   myddel    of   niyn    honde    •   ymaymcd    or 

ype?'sshed, 
I  shulde  receyue  ri3te  noii3te  •  of  J)at  I  reclie  my3te. 
Ac  jjough  my  thombe  &  my  fyngres  •  bothe  were  to-  if  thefiii<,'ev3 

,      ,,  only  are  hurt,  tlio 

SilUilen,  pahn  stiU  retains 

And  pe  myddel  of  myn  hande  •  with-outc  male  ese,  192  ^°"'^''" 
In  many  kyiines  maneres  •  I  my3te  my-self  helpe, 
Bothe   meue    and   amende    •    })ough    alle    my   fyngres 

oke. 
Bi  Jjis  skil,  me  fiynke[t]i]  •  I  se  an  euydcnce, 
pat  who  so  synneth  in  j^e  scynt  spirit  •  assoilled  worth  i.ikiwise  he  wim 

sins  avrainst  the 

he  neure,  196  Hoiyohostis 

I^oither  here  ne  elles- where  •  as  I  herde  telle,  "'^^'"^  oiguen, 

Qui  jyeccat  in  \spiritum  sanctum,  nunquam,^  ^c. , 
For  he  prikketh  god  as  in  fe  paume  •  pat  jpeccat  in 

[spiritum  sanctum^  (iiu.  iii.  29), 

For  god  fe  fader  is  as  a  fuste  •  pe  sone  is  as  a  fynger, 
The  holy  goste  of  heuene  •  is,  as  it  Avere,  pe  pawme. 
So  who  so  synneth  in  sevnt  spirit  •  it  semeth  bat  he  f-"'  ''c  grieves  the 

''  J  r  r  l!A?fDinthe 

greueth  201  palm. 

185.  CC2YB  omit  okeu  C2. 

186.  fuste'\  Neeue  C.  105.    pi/n7ceth}     so   in   WCC2YB  ; 

187.  paiime'}  loofe  C.  };ynke  L  ;  but  seel.  278.     skil — pi/nk- 

188.  \_rliiec7ie  WY]    cluche    RC2  ;      eiJi']  kile  he  seyde  (sic)  R, 
cleuche  CB  ;   clicche  L.      to  (3)]   or  196.  j^e]  CC2YB  om. 

CB.  197.    herde']    here    C2.     [siiirituni 

189.  ymaymed']  ymayheymed  (s(f)  sanctum']  most  MSS.  hare  spiritu 
C.  y^erss/iC^Z]  ypersed  R ;  I-perisshed  sancto  ;  but  Cz  has  the  right  readinf/ 
Y ;  y-pfrissed  WC ;  perished  C2B.  here,  though  not   in   the   next   line. 

190.  of]  and  of  CB.  \_nunquam]  in  R  only. 

191.  Ac]    And    C2  ;    As    C.      to-  198.  as]  Cz  om.. 

shullen]    to-schiruerd    {sic)    C;     to-  198,  199.  as  in — fader]    C  om.     a 

swoUe  R.  fyfifjer]  the  fynger  CC2YB. 

192.  male  ese']  ma  layse  {sic)  B.  200.  \)e]  Cz  om. 

194.     meue]     moeiie    CY  ;    meue  201.  so]   Cz  om.     in]  in  l^e  WCB ; 

{printed  mene)  W  ;  moue  C2.     okc]      a3eynes  ]>q  R. 
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A    TOECn    IS    A    TOKEN    OF    THE    TRINITY;         [PASS.  XVII. 


The  Trinity  is 
like  a  Torch, 
having  wax, 
WICK,  and  wre. 


God,  J)at  he  grypeth  with  •  and  -vvolde  his  grace  quenche. 
5[  And  to  a  torche  or  a  tapre  •  pe  trinitee  is  lykned ; 
As  wex  and  a  weke  •  were  twyned  togideres,  204 

And  ])anne  a  fyre  flaumende  •  forth  oute  of  bothe ; 
And  as  wex  and  weyke  •  and  hote  fyre  togyderes 
Fostren  forth  a  ilaunibe  ■  and  a  feyre  leye, 
So  doth  Jje  sire  &  jje  sone  •  &  also  spiritus  sandus   208 
Fostren  forth  anionges  folke  •  loue  &  bileue, 
JOat  alkyn  crystene  •  clenscth  of  synnes. 
Lii(e  a  smoav.ier-    And  as  J)Ow  seest  some  tyme  •  sodeynliche  a  torche, 

ing  torch  witliout 

The  blase  j3e?'e-of  yblowe  out  •  jet  brenneth  fe  weyke, 
With-onte  leye  or  lijte  •  })at  ]>q  macche  brenneth,     213 
So  is  fie  holygost  god  ■  &  grace  with-oiite  mercy 
To  alle  vnkynde  creatures  •  Jjat  coueite  to  destruye 
Lele  loue  otlier  lyf  •  Jjat  owre  lords  shapte.  216 

IT  And  as  glowande  gledes  •  gladieth  nou3te  j^is  werk- 

nien, 
)2at  worchen  &  waken  •  in  wyntrcs  nijtes, 
As  doth  a  kex  or  a  candel  •  fat  caujte  hath  fyre  & 

blaseth, 
Namore  doth  sire  ne  sone  ■  ne  seynt  spirit  togyderes, 
Graunteth  no  grace  •  ne  for^ifnesse  of  synnes,  221 

[Foi.  75.]        Til  pe  holi  goste  gynne  •  to  glowe  and  to  blase, 
tiie  Spirit,  blown    So  jjat  fc  liolygostc  *  gloweth  but  as  a  glede, 

upon  by  Love,  rni  itt  t  i  pit  mi 

Hames  "like  FIRE.     Tyl  f)at  Iclc  louc  "  liggc  Oil  liym  &  blowe,  224 

And  panne  flaumbeth  he  as  fp'e  •  on  fader  &  on  fiUu.% 

or']    or    to    II 


light, 


so  is  the 
quenching  of  the 
Spirit. 


Glowing  coals 
fjive  no  light 
like  a  blazing 
torch  does ; 


203.  And:]    For  R. 
lyknedr\  ylikned  CYB 

205.  fyre']  fere  R.  ^finiimende] 
flawmende  R  ;  flawmynge  WB  ;  flaum- 
yng  CC2Y.     oute]  ou^t  R. 

206.  hote  fyre]  warme  iere  R. 

207.  a  (2)]  B  om.  leye]  lowe  C  ; 
light  C2. 

200.  W  omits.  Fostreti]  Brynges 
C.     hileue]  loiale  bileue  C2. 

210.  ]}at]  Ci  om.  clenseth]  clens- 
cflo  R. 

213.  leye]  lowe  C.  viaeclie] 
smacche   C2Y.      brctmeth]    swcllith 


C2. 

216.  ot/ier]  or  W  ;  cifrer  B. 
shajffe]  schupte  R  ;  jaf  C2. 

217—243.  R  omits. 

217.  as]  as  a  CC2BY.  yhnvande'] 
glowyuge  ^¥0026.  gledes]  glede 
CC2BY.  yladieth]  ne  gladrlh 
CC2BY. 

219.  kex]  kyse  C2  ;  kixe  B. 
221.   Gramitcth]  Graunte  WCC2B. 
223.  ]}at]  doth  C2.    glon-eth']  glowe 
B.     gledi^   glade  W. 
225.  fader]  pater  YC2. 


PASS.  XVU.]  FOR    IT    HAS    WAX,    WICK,    AXP    FIRE.  315 

And  nieltetli  her  niy3te  in-to  mercy  •  as  men  may  se  in 

Avyntre 
Ysckeles  in  eueses  •  borw  hete  of  bo  Sonne,  ^"^  ''^'^'^^"^  »''e 

'  '  ineltcd  by  tlie 

Melteth  in  a  mynut  while  •  to  myst  &  to  Avatre  ;       228  *^""'s  I'tat,  so  the 

Spirit  inclines  tlie 

So  grace  of  fe  holygoste  •  jje  grete  myjte  of  |;e  trinitc      Trinity  to  mercy. 

ISIelteth  in-to  mercy  *  to  ni^?-cyable,  &  to  non  other. 

And  as  wex  with-onten  more  •  on  a  warme  glede  As  wax  laid  on 

an  ember  will 

AVil  brennen  &  hlasen  •  be  Jjei  to-gyderes,  232  biaze, 

And  solacen  hem  Jjat  may  se  •  Jiat  sitten  in  derkenesse, 

So  wole  be  fader  foraif  •  folke  of  mylde  hertes  so  tiie  Father 

forgives 

)jat  reufulliche  repenten  •  &  restituciou??  make,  penitents. 

In  as  moche  as  fei  mowen  •  amenden  &  payeii.         23G 
And  if  it  suftice  nou^te  for  assetz  •  pat  in  suclic  a  w\\\e 

deyeth, 
Mercy  for  his  mekcnesse   •  Avil  make  good   jje  reme- 

naunte. 
And  as  be  weyke  and  fyre  •  wil  make  a  warme  flaumbe  As  a  wick,  when 

liylited,  burns. 

For  to  myrthe  men  mth  •  J?at  in  merke  sitten,  240 

So  wil  cryst  of  his  curteisye  •  and  men  crye  hym  mercy,  so  ciaist  forgives 

Bothc  forjiue  &  for^ete  •  &  3et  bidde  for  vs 

To  Ipe  fader  of  henene  •  for3yuenesse  to  haue. 

IT  Ac  hew  fyre  at  a  flynte  •  fowre  hundreth  wyntre,  244  i?ut  fikb  without 

,       .  .  ,  111  t"^  °''  ''n^ie^'  "ill 

Eot  |30w  haue  towe  to  take  it  with  •  tondre  or  broches,  not  be  of  service; 

Al  fii  laboure  is  loste  •  and  al  fi  longe  trauaille ; 

For  may  no  fyre  flaumbe  make  •  faille  it  his  kynde. 

So  is  pe  holy  gost  god  ■  &  grace  with-outen  mercy    248  so  is  the  spirit 

,  like  Grace 

10  alle  vnkynde  creatures  *  cryst  hym-self  witnesseth,      without  siercy 

,  , .  J  .  .  p  (Mat.  XXV.  12). 

Amen  dico  vobis,  nescio  vos,  qc. 


226.  in-to']  to  C2YB  ;  o  C.  om. 

227.  Ysekeles']    Iseyokels   C.     in]  238.  7t-iZ]  &  Y. 

and  W.     eueses]   euesyuges  WCCzB.  239.  warme]  faire  Y. 

\>e]  CB  om.  240.  myrthe]    nori-sche   B.      ivith] 

228.  Melteth']  Melte  W.  myd  W,     merke]  \>&  derke  W. 

230.  in-to]  to  WCCzBY.     non']  W  244.  Ac]  And  C  ;  But  C2.    fyre  — 

om.  a]  fuyr  and  R. 

236.  In]  pi  B.  245.     torve]     tacche    E.       tondn] 

237.  assetz]   assetth  C  ;  a.scth   C2  ;  tunder  R. 

to  a-seej5  B.     pot]  Y  om.     a]  CC2BY  247.  his]  is  WC. 


313  LACK    OF    CHARITY    CONDEMNS    MEN.  [PASS.  XVII. 

ir  thou  art  ^  Bo  viikyndc  to  Jjin  euene-cristene  •  and  al  ]:at  jjow 

uiikiiul,  T  •  1  1 

canst  bidden, 
Delen  &  do  penaimce  •  day  &  nj-^te  euere,  251 

then,  for  all  the     And  pMrcliacG  al  be  i^ardontt  •  of  Pampiloura  &  Rome, 

I)ai-dons  thou 

canst  buy,  the       And  indulgences  ynowe  •  &  be  ingrahis  to  pi  kynde, 

Spirit  hears  tliee      111,11 

not.  pe  iioly  goste  hereth  Jic  nou^t  •  ne  helpe  may  pe  by 

resou?^ ; 
For  vnkyndenesse  quencheth  hym  •  jjat  lie  can  nou3te 

sliyne, 
N'e  brenne  ne  blase  clere  •  for  blowynge  of  vnkynde- 
nesse. 256 
Poiile  pe  apostle  •  preuetli  Avher  I  lye, 
1  Cor.  xiii.  1.                      SI  Unguls  hominum  loquar,  ^c. 
Peware,yewise     For-tliy  bctli  War,  je  wysc  men  •  pat  with  pe  Avo[r]ldo 

men, 

deleth, 

That  riche  ben  ct  resoiiM  knoweth  •  reuleth  wel  ^owve 

soule. 

ofunkiuaiiess,       Bctli  noii3te  vnkynde,  I  conseille  30W  •  to  3owre  enene- 

crystene.  2G0 

For  many  of  30W  riche  men  •  bi  my  soule,  men  telleth, 

lest  yp  burn,  but    ^Q  breiinc,  but  JO  blaseth  noujte  •  pat  is  a  blynde  be- 

blaze  not. 

''       kene ; 
Mat.  vii.  21.  Nou  omiiis  qui  dicit  domine,  domine,  infrahit,  Sfc. 

1[  Diues  deyed  dampned  •  for  his  vnkyndenesse 
[Foi.  75&.1       Of  his  mete  &  his  moneye  "  to  men  that  it  neded.     264 
licmeniber  Dives.  Vch  a  riclie  T  Tcdc  *  rewardc  at  hym  take, 

.  And  gyueth   30wre  good  to   pat  god    •   p«t   grace    of 
ariseth. 

250.  l-of]  C2B  om.     \,(m-^  ^aii  B.  258.  ivorlde']  CWRC2YB;  viiswrit- 

251.  <5-  (1)]  or  CC2BY.     <)'•  (2)]  or     ten  wolde  L  (but  marked). 

B.  259.  sold/'']  Roulis  B  ;  self  C2. 

252.  Panq)iloun'\  paemjilopn  R.  2G2.  \)at']  &  ]pai  R.     a  blyndc'\   an 

253.  171// ratlin']   iiiL;/Y?tis   CY  ;    in-      vnkynde  CB.     intrabit^  CC2BY  vm. 
Si'at  R.     kynde]  kynne  R.  263.  dampned]  Idainpned  R. 

255.  quencheth  hym']  qwenche  hem  2G4.  his  {2)]  of  his  WC2  ;  RY  ^w. 
R.                                                                    neded]  nedes  C  ;  nedi^;  B. 

256.  for]  but  Y.  2G5.  a  riche]  riche  maw  B. 

257.  fvher]    whaiper   W.     linyiiis]  266.  grace  of  ariseth]  alle  g?v/co  of 
lingua  B.                                                        risetli  B. 


PASS.  XVII.]        MUKDEREUS    QUENCH    THE    LIGHT    OF    LIFE.  317 

For  [j'ui]  pat  ben  vnkyude  to  liis  •  liope  I  none  other, 

Ijiit  jjei  dwelle  pern  dines  is  •  dayes  witli-outen  ende. 

}5U3  is  vnkyndencsse  pe  contrarie  •  fiat  quenclieth,  as  it  unkiiuiness 

quenches  t lie 

were,  2C9  Hoiy  spirit, 

J)e  grace  of  pe  hol}^  gooste  •  goddcs  owne  kynde. 
For  fat  kynde  dotlie,  vnkynde  fordotli  •  as  fese  cursed 

tlieues, 
Vnkynde  cristene  men  •  for  coueityse  &  enuye,         272  as  thieves  .nicnch 
Sleeth  a  man  for  liis  moebles  •  wyth  moutli  or  wytli 

handes. 
For  fat  pe  holygoste  liatli  to  kepe  •  fo  harlotes  de- 

stroyetli, 
pe  which  is  lyf  &  hiue  •  pe  leye  of  mannes  bodye. 
For  euery  manere  good  man  •  may  be  likned  to  a  torche,  Evei-y  good  man 
Or  elles  to  a  tapre  •  to  reuerence  pe  irmitee ;  277 

And  who  morthereth  a  good  man  •  me  thynketh,  by  he  who  muniei-s 

^  him,  quenelles 

myn  Inwyt,  the  light. 

He  fordoth  pe  leuest  ly^te  '  fat  owre  lorde  loueth. 

^  Ac  3ut  in  many  mo  maneres  •  men  offenden  fe  holy- 
goste, 280 

Ac  fis  is  J)3  worste  wyse  •  fat  any  wi3te  myjte 

Synnen  a3ein  f  e  seynt  spirit  •  assenten  to  destruye, 

For  coueityse  of  any  kynnes  finge  •  fat  cryst  dere 
bou3te.  283 

How  my3te  he  axe  mercy  •  or  any  mercy  hym  lielpe,       How  shaii  the 

)?at  wykkedlich  &  willefullich  •  wolde  mercy  anynte  1      mercy  ? 

Innocence  is  nexte  god  •  &  ny^te  and  day  it  crieth, 

'  Vcniaunce,  veniaunee  •  for3iue  be  it  neuere, 

267.  l\^ci  WCC2BY]  LR  om.  280.  Ac^  But  C2  ;  And  WC. 

268.  pel]  thay  schul  CC2Y  ;  >at  \^ei  281.  Ac^  And  C  ;  But  C2. 

sbal  B,  282.    Synneii]    Synegen    R.       \>f'\ 

269.  vnhjndenesse']  kyndeuesse  (!)      CBYC2  om. 

B.  283.  hjnnes]  CYC2B  om. 

271.  dothe']   deth  R.  cnrsed]  cor-          284.  Also  in  R;  WCYC2B   omit  ; 
sede  W.  Crowley  retains  it. 

272.  ,^']  of  C2.  28.J.    aitijnte']    so  in    R  ;    aniente 

274.  j3o]  ]>&  WC2.  WC  ;  anientice  YC2B, 

275.  lyf'\  jre  llf  CB.  286.  nexte]  nex  C. 
278.  ?c7a']  wlio-so  CECzY;  ho-so  R. 


318 


THE    SIN    AGAINST    THE    HOLY    GHOST.  [l^VSS.  XVII. 


That  shent  vs  &  shadde  owre  Llode  •  forsliapte  vs,  as 
it  were ;  288 

r.ev.  vi.  10.  Vindica  sangulnem  iustorum  !  ' 

Even  Love  cries     Tlius  '  veiiiaunce,  veiiiauiice '  •  verrey  cliarite  asketh  ; 

out  for 

vengeance."  And  sitli  liolicherclie  &  charite  •  cliargeth  pis  so  sore, 

Leue   I  neure  that  owre   lorde  wil  h^ue  •  jjat   charite 
lakketh,  291 

!N"e  haue  pite  for  any  preyere  •  pere  ))at  he  pleyneth." 

"Hut  were  I  to      II  "I  pose  I  hadde  synned  so  •  and  .shulde  now  deye, 

pray  for  the 

Holy  Ghost's        Aiid  HOW  am  sory,  fat  so  •  jje  seint  spirit  agulte, 
I,  "  should  I  be'      ConfessB  me,  &  cryehis  grace  '  god,  |)at  al  made, 

And  myldliche   his   mercy  axe    •  my3te   I    noii3te  he 
saued  ?"  29G 

"Thou  raightest;  ^  "  3us,"    scide    fc    Samaritan   •   "so   wel    ))0w  my3te 
repente, 
)3at  ri^twisnesse  forw  repentance  •  to  reuthe  my3te  toriie. 
Ac  it  is  hut  selden  yseye  •  j:)ere  sothenesse  hereth  wit- 
nesse, 
yet  how  seldom  is  Any  creature  bat  is  coupahle  •  afor  a  kynges  iustice, 

a  condemned 

felon  pardoned      Lc  raunsoiied  foT  liis  rcpentaiince  •  \ierQ  alle  resom?  hym 

for  his  penitence !  _ 

dampneth.  oOl 

For  jjere  ])at  jjartye  pursueth  •  fe  pele  is  so  Imge, 
)3at  J)e  kynge  may  do  no  mercy  •  til  hothe  men  acorde. 
And  eyther  haiie  equite  •  as  holy  writ  telleth  ;  304 

288.  rs(l)]   U  om.     shadde']   shad  R. 
CYB  ;  shedde  WR  ;  schede  Cz.    for-  298.  \>or7c]  to  R. 

s/uqrte']  for-scbiipte  R.     n-ere']  semed  299.  Ac]   And  C  ;  But  3et  C2.     it 

R.      Vindica]  Vindicta  CB.  is]   is  it  B.     yseye]  ysei3e  W  ;  seyen 

290.  sitli']  sit  C.  CB  ;  seie  C2Y.     ]>vre]   the  CB  ;  that 

291.  lalikctJi]  hattes  C  ;  hatif^  B.  Y. 

293.  ^^o.se]     sopose    C2,      synned]  300.    ]>at  is]  be  R.     afor]   by-f<ir 
syneged  R.    now]  uoujt  (!)  C  ;  nointh      R.     ivstice]  lustices  C. 

C2 ;  no3tB;  nou3  R.  301.     repentannce^     R     om.     (I). 

294.  now]  noujt  (!)  R.     am]  I  am      damjmcth]  dampned  1''. 

W.     so]      I    so     WCCaY^B.  sjtiritr]          302.  ^JeZt-]  peel  R;  peple  WCzY'B  ; 

Spiri3t  I  R.  pcpile  C  ;  Crowley  Ms  plee.     is]   his 

295.  grace]  mercy  C2.  C. 

296.  mercy]  grace   C2.     saved]   I-  304.  ^///Zic?-]  neither  (1)  C.     do7iec] 
saued  R.  in  Y  only  ;  the  two  words  folhw'niy 

297.  yts]   Thus  (!)  C  ;  )jus  B  ;   3is     are  supplied  from  Pass.  V.  279. 
WYC2,     wel]  R  om.     my^te]  mi3test 


PASS.  XVII.]  SMOKK,    RAIX,    AND    A    SCOLDING    WIFE.  319 

Numquam  dimittitur  jj^ccaium,  [donee  restltu- 
atur  ablatum.'] 
j)ns  it  fareth  bi  suche  folke  •  fat  falsely  al  her  lyues 
Eiiel  lyuen  &  leten  nou3te  •  til  lyf  hem  forsake ; 
[Drede  of  dcspe?'aczon  •  dryueth  aweye  Jjanne  grace,        Despair  drives 

'-  away  grace. 

J?at  mercy  in  her  mynde  •  may  nau3t  Jianne  falle ;]   308 

Good  hope,  fat  helpe  shulde  •  to  wanhope  tometh —  n'<>\.  rr,.] 

I^oujt  of  be  nounpo"\vere  of  god  •  bat  he  ne  is  myjtful      it  is  "ot  through 

God's  lack  of 

To  amende  al  fat  amys  is  •  and  his  mercy  grettere  power, 

Jjan  alle  owre  "wykked  w'erkcs  •  as  hohwrit  telleth,    3.12 

Miser icordia  eius  super  ovinia  opera  eius —  (Ps.  cxiw.  9, 

VulK.), 

Ac,  ar  his  rijtwisnesse  to  reuthe  tourne  •  some  restitu-  but  because  some 

,  .,  ,  restitution  is 

C10U?i  blhOUeth  ;  required. 

His  sorwe  is  satisfacciou?2  •  for  hym  fat  may  noii3te  paye. 

IF  Thre  finges  fere  ben  •  fat  doth  a  man  by  strengthe     Three  things 

drive  a  man  out 

Forto  fleen  his  owne  hous  •  as  holyAvryt  sheweth.     316  of  his  own  house; 

}pat  one  is  a  wikked  wyf  •  fat  yvH  noujt  be  chastcd,  a  shrewish  wife, 
Her  iiere  fleeth  fro  lijr  ■  for  fere  of  her  tonge. 

And  if  his  hous  be  vnhiled  *  and  reyne  on  his  bedde,  ram  dripping 

tlirough  a  leiilcy 

He  seketh  and  seketh  •  til  he  slepe  drye.  320  roof, 

And  whan  smoke  &  smolder  •  smyt  in  his  syjte,  and  smoke  tiiat 

irritates  liis  eyes. 

It  doth  hym  worse  fan  his  wyf  •  or  wete  to  slepe. 

For  smoke  &  smolder  •  smyteth  [in]  his  ej^en, 

Til  he  be  blere-nyed  or  blynde  •  and  hors  in  f  e  throte, 

30.5.  hjves']  lyue  E.  W  ;  schastisid  C2 ;  cliastied  C. 
306.    Euel   li/tien^    I    wuU^   leuew-         318.  ^Vrc]  .w  f/i  C2B  ;  feere  WCY; 

C2.  fere  R.    fleeth^  flien  B.    fro']  R  om. 
307,308.  In 'K  only ;  hut  see  C-text.  319.  Us]  C  om.    vnJiilcd]  vnhilled 

309.  \>at  helpe]   CB  om.     tornetlC]  CC2Y  ;  \-nheled  RB.     on]  in  CBY. 
turne  B.  320.  and  selctli]  al  aboute  CC2BY. 

310.  \ie  nounpowercT]   nou»  power     slepe]  ligge  CY  ;  liggith  C2  ;  liegge  B. 
Y ;  )3e  nounper  R.  321.  .j-]  or  CC2BY.     swyf]  smitte 

312.  eins  (1)]  domini  R.  RC2.     Y  omits  from  smyt  to  smolder 

313.  Ac]    But  C2 ;  And  C.     r^t-     in  1.  323. 

ivlsnessc']  rightfulnesse  CYC2B.  323.    smyteth^    smerteth   R.      \_in 

3U.  R  omits.  WC2YB]  LRC  om.     Cf.  1.  341. 

315.  \>ere]  that  C.     In  the  mnry'in         324.     blere-nyed^    blereneyed    R  ; 

of  L  is — Fum?/.'f,  Mulier,  &  stillicidia  Llereighed  WCC2Y  ;  blerid  B.     hors] 

Expelluwthowiwema  domo  p?7'[pria].  hoos  CY  ;  hos  C2B  :  cow^be  R.     ]pe] 

•d\().  Porto]  Cxom.     7io)is]Wom.  his  B. 

317.   chaste  J]   so   in   R ;    chastised 
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WHAT    THE    SMOKE,    ETC.,    liESEMDLE.  [PASS.  XVII. 


The  scolding  wife 
13  t)ie  frailty  of 
our  fiesh ; 


llie  dripping  rain 
is  like  sicknesses ; 


and  impatience 

unJer  sickness  is 
pardunalile. 


lint  the  smoke  is 
like  unkindiiess, 
qiiencliiiig  mercy. 


Couglietli,  and  cursetli  •  Ipai  cryst  gyf  liein  sorwe      325 
J3at  sholde  trynge  in  better  wode  •  or  blowe  it  til  it 

brende. 
^  ]?ise  tlire  ]3at  I  telle  of  •  ben  J)us  to  vnderstonde. 
The  "vvyf  is   owre  wikked  flesslie    •  jjat  "vvil  nou3t  be 

chasted,  328 

For  kynde  cleuetli  on  liyni  enere  •  to  contrarie  ])e  soide. 
And  jjowgli  it  falle,  it  fynt  skiles  •  [put]  frelete  it  made, 
And  J>at  is  li^tly  forjeuen  •  and  for^eten  botbe, 
To  man  Ipat  mercy  asketli  •  and  amende  fenketh.      332 
5[  The  reyne  fat  reyneth  •  fere  we  reste  sholdc, 
Ben  sikenesses  &  soiwts  •  fat  w^e  suffren  oft, 
As  Powle  fe  Apostle  •  to  fe  peple  taujte, 

Virtus  in  infirmitate  perjicitur,  ^'c. 
And  f owgh  fat  men  make  •  moche  deol  in  her  angre, 
And   [ben]  inpacient  in  here  penaunce  •   pure  resou??. 

knoAveth,  337 

J3at  f  ei  ban  cause  to  contrarie  •  by  kynde  of  her  syke- 

nesse. 
And  lijtlich  owre  lorde  •  at  her  lyues  ende, 
Hath  mercy  on  suche  men  •  fat  so  yuel  may  suffre.  340 
^  Ac  fe  smoke  and  fe  smolder  •   fat  smyt  in  owre 

eyghen, 
]5at   is   cotieityse   and  vnkyndcnesse  •  fat   quencheth 

goddes  mercy. 


32.5.  Covgheth']  He  koii3eth  E  ; 
Coughees  C  ;  Coughed  Y ;  Than 
Cougheth  he  Ca.  ]pat'\  and  bit  B. 
hem:]  hym  CRC2Y. 

32G.  it  (1)]  B  om.  lrcndc'\  brenne 
BC2Y. 

327.  hen  \ins\  ):us  ben  R.  to~\  CR 
om. 

328.  The']  \>vq  B.  \>fit']  W  om. 
cliasted]  chastised  WB  ;  schastisid  C2. 

329.  cleneth:]  c\yue]p  W. 

330.  \y,at  WCRC2BY]  >e  L.  if] 
is  CC2Y. 

332.  amenda]  to  amende  hym  B  ; 
to  amende  C2. 


334.  sikenesses]    siknesse  WCC2Y. 
^•]  and  other  R.     qft]  ou^te  R. 

335.  in]  retained  in  MH.  W.     per- 
ficitur]  C  om. 

33G.  deoir]  doel  WC2RY ;  dole  C; 
dol  B.     her]  C  om. 

337.  {_hen  W]  be  R ;  LCC2YB  om. 

338.  eavsi']  resouw  R. 

339.  li^tUeh']  ful  li3tli  B. 

340.  so]  CB  om. 

Here  eoUation  with  0  recommences, 
and  ivith  ^'2  and  Y  ceases. 

341.  Ac]  And  C.     smyt]  smitte  R. 

342.  )>at  0)]  VOTSom.     Is]   Worn. 
\>nt  (2)]  11  om. 
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For  vul<yudenesse  is  ]?e  contrarie  •  of  ulkynnes  rescue  ; 

For  bere  nys  sykc  ne  sori  •  ne  non  so  moL'lie  wrecclie,      There  is  no  man 

I'll  can,  if  he  will, 

|?at  lie  ne  may  louye,   &  Jiyni  lyke  •  and  lone  of  Ins 

herte 
Goed  wille  &  good  worde  •  bothe  wisshen  and  willen 
Alle  manere  men  •  mercy  &  for3ifnesse,  347  love  his 

And  louye  liem  liclie  hjon-self  •  and  his  lyf  amende. —    hintseif." 
I  may  no  lenger  lette,"  quod  lie  ■  and  lyarde  he  pryked, 
And  went  away  as  wynde  •  and  Jjcre-with  I  awaked. ,      awakes!^"^'^'^ 

.^44.  moche}  yuele  a  O.     mrecche']  349.  lyarde — pryTiccT^  harde  priked 

wei'clie  (1)  C.  CB  ;  harde  prikede  forjj  0. 

345.  lene^  lene  or  leue  in  the  MSS.  350.  away']  Oom.    a/raked]  wakede 

346.  4']   R   om.      bothe']    and  W.      E;  awaki)?  B. 
n-lllen']  wilneu  K. 


21 
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THE    EVENTS    01    PA1.M    SUNDAY. 


[pass.  XVIII. 


PASSUS  XVIII  (DO-BET  III). 


Passus  xviij'"%  et  tercius  de  dohet. 


[Fol.  76  6.] 
The  dreamer 
wanders  we.arily, 


and  falls  asleep. 


He  dreams  about 
Palui  Sunday 
and  its  events 
(Mat.  xxi. ;  Mk. 
xi.). 


The  good 
Samaritan, 
or  Piers  Plow- 
man, comes 
riding  onwards. 


"ITTolleward  and  wete-slioed  •  went  I  forth  after, 
'  '     As  a  reccheles  renke  •  fat  of  no  vro  recclietli, 
And  ^ede  forth  lykc  a  lorel  •  al  my  lyf  tynie, 
Tyl  I  wax  wery  of  fe  worlde  •  and  "wylned  eft  to  slepe, 
And  lened  me  to  a  lenten  •  and  longe  tyme  I  slepte ;  5 
And  of  crystes  passion?^  and  jienannce  ■  jje  peple  J^at 

of-raujte, 
[Reste]  me  fiere,  and  rutte  faste  ■  tyl  ramis  pcdmarum  ; 
Of  gerlis  &  of  gloria  lans  '  gretly  me  dremed,  8 

And  hoAV  osanna  by  orgonye  •  olde  folke  songen, 
^   One   semblable  to  Jie  Samaritan    •   &   some  del  to 

Piers  J)e  plowman, 
Barfote  on  an  asse  bakke  •  botelees  cam  pryk[y]e, 
Wyth-oute  spores  other  spere  •  spakliche  he  loked,     12 


Title.  Passus  decimus  octauus 
CO  ;  to  which  W  adds — &c.  et  iijws 
de  dobet,  and  B  {wrotigly')  adds — et 
qiiart?/s  de  dobet;  R  has — Passus 
xvij«.s  de  visione,  vt  sujira. 

2.  ^1.?  rt]  And  as  a  CB  ;  And  as  O. 
rcjihe]  freek  B.  ivo]  C  om.  recchcth'] 
roughte  WB. 

4.  wylned']  vvilues  C.  (ft  to]  efte 
li. 

5.  slcpta']  slepe  B. 

6.  jjc]  \yer  B.  ]>at  of-Tan^te']  ]pai 
of  taughte  C  ;  ofte  taujte  0  ;  \>cr-of 
tau^te  P).  This  line  is  pci'haps  viis- 
2>luccd,  and  should  follow  I.  8. 


7.  \_neste'\  so  in  WCOY  ;  I  reste 
B  ;  Rested  LR;  {hut  reste  is  the  A.S. 
form). 

8.  if]  0  om. 

9.  osanyia']  Osanna  {printed  lio- 
sanua)  W.  orgonye^  Orsranye  WC  ; 
orgeue  R  ;  organ  B.   folke'\  folkes  CB. 

10.  \>c  (2)]  CB  om. 

11.  on']  and  oon  C;  &  on  OB. 
cam]  so  (/iWR;  gan  COBY.  2^ ''V^-' './'■'] 
prikye  WO ;  prekie  B  ;  pryke  J^C  ; 
prikyng^;  R. 

12.  other]  or  O.  spahlichc]  sprac- 
liclie  R  ;  sharpliche  B. 
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As  is  ]?e  kyiide  of  a  kuyjte  •  fat  coiiioth  to  be  dublji'il, 

To  gcten  hem  gylte  spores  •  or  galochcs  ycoupetl. 

IT  Jpanne  was  faith  in  a  fencstrc  "and  cry  do  '■'■  a  !  fill  Faith  cries  out, 

proclaiming  tlie 
dauld  !   '  "  Son  of  David." 

As  doth  an  Ileraude  of  amies  •  whan  [auntrous]  cometh 
to  iustes.  16 

Olde  iuwes  of  ienisalem  •  for  ioyc  fei  songon, 

Benedidus  qui  venit  in  nomine  domini.  Mat.  xxi.  o. 

5[  ];anne  I  frayned  at  faitli  •  "wliat  al  Jjat  fare  he-ment[e], 
And  who   sholde  iouste  in  Iher?<.9alem  •  "  Ihe-s'us,"  he  Faith  s.-iys  that 

"^  Jesus  is  coming 

seyde,  to  joust, 

"And  fecche   fat   fe  fende  claymeth  •  Piers  fruit  fe 

plowman."  20 

"Is    Piers    in    fis    place V    ri^/od    I    •    &    lie    preynte 

on  me, 
"Jjis  ih^sus  of  his  gentrice  •  wole  iiiste  in  piers  amies,      ami  wiii  we.u- 

Piers'  coat- 
In  his  helme  &  in  his  haberionw  •  humana  natura.  armour. 

}3at  cryst  be  nou3t  biknowe  here  •  for  consul^m^^matiis 
deiis,  24 

In  Piers  paltok  fe  plowman  •  fis  priker  shal  ryde  ; 

For  no  dynte  shal  hyni  dere  '  as  in  deitafe  jyatris." 

"Who  shal  iuste  with  ihe.5us  ? "  quod  I  •  "iuwes  or 
scribes  ? " 

II  "  Nay,"  cp/od  he,  "  f  e  foule  fende  •  and  f;ils  dome  &  He  win  joust 

,    ",,  against  the  foul 

•-lewi.  ZO    fiend,  iind  against 

Deth  seith  he  shal  fordo  •  and  adown  brynge  '^  ^^  °°"  '"^ 

Al  fat  lyuetli  or  loketh  •  in  londe  or  in  watere. 


death. 


13.  B  omits,     be]  C  om.  22.  ]}is']  pus  B.     gentrice']  gentries 

14.  geten]  geute  B.     <o-]  and  COB.  WC  ;  gentrie  RB. 

1 5.  cryde']  crie  C.     a  (2)]  B  om.  23.  in  Ms']  hise  C  ;  his  B  ;  0  om. 

16.  [^avntrflus  EO]  auuterous  C;  24.  biknowe]  yknowe  C  ;  yknoweu 
Auentrous  W ;  aduenturws  B  ;  aun-  O ;  knowe  B.  consnmviatits]  so  in 
tw/'os  L.  WROBY ;  consumat?/s  LC.      6/.  1.  .'.7. 

18.  \>anne']  Tliat  C.  bc-mente]  so  in  dens]  est  COB.  B  i)laces  1.  24  aftcv 
EO;  bpnente  WCB  ;  beinent  L.  1.  25. 

19.  sholde]  Rom.  25.  2^>''ker]  prikiere  W. 

20.  fecche]  feccbeth  E ;  fecche  out  28.  7ic]  faith  E.  \,e]  but  pe  R. 
B.  fonle]  R  om,.     Sf  deth]  to  deye  R. 

21.  )3i«]  j^at  B.  I]Com.  2)rcgyite]  '  .30.  o;- (1)]  and  WE.  ^>/-"(2)]and 
twynclid  B ;  prent  E.  W. 
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PILATE    UPON    THE    JUDGMENT-SEAT.  [PASS.   XVIII. 


Life  threatens  to 
defe.it  De:itli, 


Hosea  xiii.  14. 

Pilate  eomo.s 
witli  mudi 
people  (Mat. 
x.xvii.  19). 


[Fol.  77.1 

One  bears  false 
witness  against 
Jeans. 


John  xix.  1." 


The  crown  of 
thorns. 


Lyf  sej'tli  ])iit  lie  liktli  •  and  leytli  lii.s  lif  to  wedde, 
]?at  for  al  pat  deth  can  do  •  with-iii  fire  dayes,  32 

To  walke  and  fecche  fro    pe   fende   •   piers  fniite  fe 

plowman, 
And  legge  it  pere  hym  Ijdcetli  •  and  lucifer  bynde, 
And  forbete  and  adown   brynge  •  bale   [&]   detli  for 

euere  : 

0  mors,  ero  mors  tua  ! 
H   )5anne  cam  pilatus  with  moclie   peple  •  sedens  2^>'o 

trihunali,  3G 

To  se  liow  douglitilicli  deth  sliolde  do  •  &  deme  lier 

botlieres  ri^to. 
Jje  iuwcs  and  pQ  iustice  *  a3eine  ihesu  fei  were, 
And  al  her  courte  on  hym  cryde  •  crucifige  sharpe. 
Tho  put  hym  forth  a  piluure  •  bifor  pilat,  &  seyde,     40 
"  This  ihe^'us  of  owre  iewes  temple  *  iaped  &  dispised, 
To  fordone  it  on  o  day  •  and  in  thre  dayes  after 
Edefye  it  eft  newe  •  (here  he  stant  jjat  seyde  it) 
And  3it  maken  it  as  moche  *  in  al  mane?-e  poyntes,     44 
Bothe  as  longe  and  as  large  •  bi  loft  &  by  gTounde." 
IF  "  Gru\ci\fige"  q«od  a  cacchepolle  •  "  I  warante  hym 

a  wicche  ! " 
"  ToUe,  iolle  !  "    qwod  an   other  •  and  toke   o[f]  kene 

Jjornes, 
And  bigan  of  kene  thorne  •  a  gerelande  to  make,        48 


31.  he']  C  om.  U/dh']  so  in  E  ;  L 
really  has  liktlie  {but  the  e  is  not 
wanted)  ;  lie>  WCO  ;  lije}?  B. 

.34.  lecjfie^  lede  B. 

35.  forhetc^  forbite  R  ;  for  to  bete 
COB.  adow7i]  doun  R.  \_^-  OY]  of 
B  ;  LWCR  om. ;  hut  it  seems  ncecs- 
sary.     ero — tna7\  mors  tua  ero  R. 

36.  moche'\  COB^^w. 

37.  her  hothcres']  bciv  beitlior  R  ; 
liir  brotheres  (!)  CB,     rl-^te']  my^t  O. 

38.  )>e']  B  om.  ivstice]  liisfce.'? 
COB. 

39.  her]  here  R  ;  \>e  AVCOB.  hym] 
ih/'.vn  R. 

40.  T/,(>]  to  B. 


41.  This]  j^us  B.  iefves]  R  om. 
temjtle]  peple  CB.  iaiwd']  ha)?  Taped 
W.  Here  B  adds  the  jjvohahly 
spwious  line — and  seide  he  wolde 
felle  a-douw  ]>&  te/«ple  •  {^at  is  so 
strong. 

42.  To]  and  B.  on  o]  in  a  R  ;  in 
oB. 

43.  sryde  it]  it  seide  B. 

44.  y't]  ^ut  to  B. 

45.  hi']  a  R;  on  B. 

4G.  Crucifige]  misirrittcn  Crufige 
L. 

Al.  of]  so  in  WCROB  ;  o  L  ;  see 
ne.vt  line. 
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And  sette  it  sore  on  liis  lied  •  and  seyde  in  envyc, 

"  Aue,  rahhy  !  "  (\uo(\.  pat  Eibaude  •  and  jjrcw  redes  at 

hym, 
]Sr allied  hyni  with  Jjre  nailles  ■  naked  on  }  e  liode,  Jesus  is 

crucified  with 

And  poysou?i  on  a  pole  •  fiei  put  vp  to  his  lippes,       52  tin-ee  nails, 
And  hcde  hym  drynke  his  deth-yiicl  •  his  daycs  were 

ydone. 
"  And  3il'  jjat  pow  sotil  be  •  help  now  ])i-scluen, 
If  bow  be  cryst,  &  kynges  sone  •  come  downe  of  \iq  m •. ibicuieii  to 

come  ''own  f  cm 
Eodc  •  tlic  cross. 

)3anne  shul  we  leiie  )3at  lyf  ]je   loueth  •  and  wil  nou3t 
lete  \(i  deye  !  "  5G 

%  "  Consummatum  est,"  quod  cryst  •&   comsed  forto  "Itis 

FINISHED." 

SWOWe,  John  xix.  30- 

ritousliche  and  pale  •  as  a  prison?/  pat  deyeth  ; 

])e  lorde  of  lyf  &  of  li3te  •  Tpo  leyed  his  eyen  togideres. 

])e  daye  for   drede  with-drowe  •  and  derke  bicam  pe  The  light  of  ii:iy 

wiihdraw.s. 

Sonne,  60 

))e  wal  wagged  and  clef  "  and  al  jjc  worlde  quaued. 
Ded  men  for  that  dyne  '  come  out  of  depe  grcaies,  Dead  bodies  rise. 

And  tolde  whi  pat  tempest  •  so  longe  tyme  dured. 
"  For  a  bitter  bataille  "  •  be  ded  bodye  sayde  :  64  one  of  them  teiis 

'  ^  ./  of  the  battle 

"Lyf  and  deth  in  bis  derknesse  •  her  one  fordoth  her  hetwoen  Life  and 

Death. 

other  ; 
Shal    no    wi3te    Avite    witterly    '    who    shal    hau  ■    pe 

maystrye, 
Er  sondey  aboute  soniie  rysynge  "  ■  &  sank  Avith  pat  til 

erthe.  67 

50.  \>at  Rihaude]  \>e  ribaiirles  R.  58.  PltovsUche']  Ful  pitousliche  B. 

51.  N'aUled']    >ei  nailicl    B.     \,re'\  59.  TJie  lorde']  Til  lore  E. 
ih.ve(jvithiovive  written  in  margin)  11.  60.  biertrn']  bigan  0. 

on]  vp-on  R.  61.    tval']    wallis   of   pe   temple   B. 

52.  on]  vppon  B.     ?>/;]  R  oin.  ivorlde]  word  0.     qvaned^  q««kid  B. 

53.  deth-ynel]  euyl  dee}?  B.    ydone]  62.  dyne]  deue  WR ;  deef?  B.    depr] 
doon  C  ;  done  OB.  here  R. 

54.  ];>at]  CB  07n.  64.  bodye]  bodies  B. 

56.  shnl]  shulde  B.  66.  wite]  wit  C  ;  witte  R. 

57.  snwwe]  so  in  OB  ;  swowen  C;  67.  son ne]  \)esunne  OB.     til]in-io 
swoune  W  ;  swowDe  R.                                B. 
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TUE    BLIXD    LONGEUS   JOUSTS    AGxVlNST    JESUS.    [PAS3.  XVIII. 


JIat.  xxvii.  54. 


The  two  thieves. 


No  one  breaks 
the  legs  of 
Christ. 


But  a  blind 
kni>,'ht,  named 
Loiigeus, 


jousts  against 
Jesus, 

[Fol.  77  &.] 


and  pierces  His 
heart. 


The  blood  heals 
his  blindness. 


Some  seyde  J;at  he  Avas  godJes  sone  *  fiat  so  faire  deyde, 

Veref lilts  del  end  iste,  tjr. 
And  so;»,me  saide  lie  was  a  wicche  •  "  good  is  fiat  we 

assaye, 
Where  he  be  ded  or  nou3te  ded  •  doun  er  he  be  taken." 
51  Two  theues  also  •  tholed  deth  fat  tyme,  71 

Vppon  a  crosse  bisydes  cryst  •  so  was  ]>q  comune  lawe. 
A  cacchepole  cam  forth  •  and  craked  bothe  her  legges, 
And  her  armes  after  •  of  eyther  of  ])o  theues. 
Ac  was  no  boy  so  bolde  •  goddes  body  to  touche  ; 
For  he  was  kny^te  &  kynges  sone  *  kynde  for^af  fat 

tyme,  76 

j?at  non  harlot  Avere  so  hardy  •  to  leyne  hande  vppon 

hym. 
^  Ac  pere  cam  forth  a  kny^te   •   with   a  kene  spere 

ygrounde, 
Hijte  longeus,  as  fc  lc'//re  tclleth  ■  and  longe  had  lore 

his  si3te. 
Lifor  piLit  &  other  peplc  •  in  f  e  place  he  honed  ;       80 
Maugre  his  many  tcthe  •  he  was  made  fat  tyme 
To  take  f  e  spore  in  his  honde  '  &  iusten  with  ihe.s-us ; 
For  alle  f ei  were  vnhardy  •  fat  houed  on  hors  or  stode, 
To  touche  hym  or  to  taste  hym  •  or  take  hym  doAvn  of 

llode.  8-1 

Eut  fis  blynde  bachelor  fanne  •  bar  hym  forugh  fe 

herte  ; 
])c,  blode  spronge   down  by  f c  spere  '  &  vnspered   f c 

kni3tes  eyen. 


fiO.  \}at  n-e']  R  om. 

70.  he  (1)]  B  om.     ded  (2)]  B  om. 
doitn']  a-doun  B. 

71.  deth']  dede  R. 

72.  a]  B  om.     hisydes]  biside  C. 

73.  ^1]  Ac  a  R. 

74.  her']   \>q  W.     of  eyther']  B  om. 
\>o]  tho  C  ;  \>o  two  B." 

75.  ivas]  ]po.r  was  B.     ^oy]  body  W. 

76.  tyme]  throwe  R. 

77.  hande]  an  haud  R. 


79.  in-^fe]  Kit  hi^te  B. 

81.  Maugre']  and  niagre  B.  h>s 
ma7iy]  he  (!)  B. 

83.  or]  &  COB.     stode]  stede  R. 

84.  hym.  (1 )]  R  om.  or  to]  or  COB. 
hi/m  (:i)]  W  om.  of]  of  f  e  B ; 
on  (!)  C. 

85.  ]>anne^  ]>ni  R  ;  WO  om. 

80.  \ie  (1)]  \>ni  B.  ,y)ronye]  ran 
B.  vnspered]  opncd  R.  j^c  kni^tes] 
hise  CO  ;  his  B. 


PASS.  XVIII.]    LONGEUS    YIELDS    HIMSELF    TO    CIIRIST's    GRACE.  327 

jpanne  fel  jje  kiiy3te   vpon   kucca    •   and    cryed   liym 

mercy — 
"  Ajeyne   my  willc  it   was,  lorde  •  to  Avownde  30W  so  Longcus  cries 

mercy  of  Christ. 

sore  ! "  88 

He  seighed  &  saydc  •  "  sore  it  mc  athyiiketli  ; 
For  Jje  dede  fat  I  haue  done  •  I  do  me  in  3owre  grace ; 
Haue  on  me  reuth,  rijtful  ihesu  ! "  •  &  ri3t  with  J)at  he 

wept. 
IT  Thanne  gan  faith  felly  •  jjc  fals  iuwes  dispise,         92  Then  Faitii 

reproves  the  Jews 

Called  hem  caytyues  •  acursed  for  euere,  of  cowardice, 

For  fiis  foule  vyleynye  •  "  veniaunce  to  30W  alio, 

To  do  jje  blynde  bete  hyni  ybounde  •  it  was  a  boyes 

conseille. 
Cursed  caytyue  !  •  kni3thod  was  it  neuere  96 

To  mysdo  a  ded  body  •  by  day  or  by  ny3te. 
j)e  gk'ee  3it  hath  he  geteii  •  for  al  his  grete  wounde. 
IF  For  30Avre  champiou/i  chiualer  •  chief  kny3t  of  30W  saying  that  their 

cliief  cliampioii 
alle,  Iiad  yielded 

.  1  rv/\    liiinself  recreant. 

3elt  hym  recreaunt  rennyng  •  ri3t  at  ihesns  Aville.       100 
For  be  Jjis  derkenesse  ydo  *  his  deth  Avorth  avenged, 
And  30,  lordeynes,  han  ylost   •  for  lyf  shal  haue  ])q 

maistrye. 
And  30wre  Fraunchise,  fat  fre  Avas  •  fallen  is  in  thral- 

domc, 
And  30,  cherles,  &  30Avre  children  '  chieue  shal  30  neure,  "  Ye  shall  never  ; 
Ne  haue  lordship  in  londe  *  ne  no  londe  tylye,  105  by  usury."        / 

But  al  bareyne  be  •  &  vsurye  vsen, 

87.    vj^onl    vppou    bis    B,       h//m^  100.  ^elt]  so  in  RB  ;  ielte  0  ;  Yelde 

ihesu  R.  C  :  3ilt  W. 

89.    He^   And  he   B;    How  he   C.  101.     pis']    C    om.       his']     R    om. 

sore]  fill  sore  B.  avenged]  I-venkesched  R. 

93.  Called]    and   kallid   B.    for]  102.    y;]   CB  o?n..     lordci/iics]   kir- 
hem  for  R.  daynes  W  ;  lurdeynes  O. 

94.  nlle]  falle  W.  103.  is]  it  B. 

95.  ybounde]  bounden  0.  104.  cherles]   clerkes  CB.     3*?  (2)] 

96.  caytyue]  c.aytif  WG  ;  caityues     W  om. 

R  ;  kaitifs  B  ;  caytyues  castyng  O.  105.  Ne]  To  W.     londe']  bonde  CO. 

98.    \>e]    \>Ye   (!)    B.     gvee — hath]     no]  none  R. 
grytbe  ye  base  (!)  C. 
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iMERCY    AND    TRUTH    MEET    TOGETHER.  [PASS.   XVIII. 


Cf.  Dan.  ix.  2i. 


From  tlie  West 
coast  appvoaclies 
Meipy. 


From  tlie  East 
comes  Tvutli. 


Tliey  wonder  at 
the  marvellous 
events. 


IFol.  7S.1 


"  JIavy  the 
maiden," 


"Wliicli  is  lyf  jjat  owre  lorde  •  in  alle  Lnves  acurseth. 
In  ow  jowre  good  dayes  ar  done  •  as  Danyel  p?-ophecyed, 
Wlian  cryst  cam,  [of]  her  kyngdom  •  fe  croiine  sliuldo 

[ccsse];  109 

Cum  vcniat  sandus  sanctorum,   cessahlt    vnxio 
vestra." 
^  What  for  fere  of  )jis  ferly  •  &  of  fie  fals  iuwes, 
I  drowe  me  in  ])at  derkenesse  •  to  decendit  ad  infema. 
And  fere  I  sawe  sothely  ■  secundum  scripturas,        1 1 2 
Out  of  pe  west  coste  •  a  wenche,  as  me  thoii3te, 
Cam  walkynge  in  fe  wey  •  to-helle-ward  she  loked. 
Mercy  hi3t  fat  mayde  •  a  meke  f ynge  witli-alle, 
A  fid  benygne  buirde  •  and  Loxome  of  sj)eche.  1 IG 

^  Her  siister,  as  it  semed  •  cam  softly  walkynge, 
Euene  out  of  f  e  est  '  and  westward  she  loked. 
A  ful  comely  creature  •  treuth  she  hi3te, 
For  f e  vertue  fat  hir  folwed  •  aferd  was  she  nenere.   1 20 
^  Whan  f  is  maydenes  mette  •  laercj  and  treiith, 
Eyther  axed  other  •  of  f is  grete  wonder, 
Of  fe   dyne   &   of  fe   derkncsse    •   and  hoAv   fe   daye 

rowed, 
And  which  a  li3te  and  a  leme  •  lay  bcfor  helle.  12-1: 

"  Icli  haue  ferly  of  fis  fare  •  in  feith,"  seyde  treuth, 
"  And  am  wendyng  to  wyte  •  what  fis  wonder  meneth." 
IT   "  Haue  no    merueille,"   quod  mercy   •    "  myrthe    it 

bytokneth. 
A  mayden  fat  hattc  marye  •  and  moder  with-out  felyng 


107.  lyf}  \>e  lif  B.  acm-netJt]  a- 
cursid  B. 

108.  «?•]  arn  W  ;  aren  C  ;  be  li  ; 
been  O. 

109.  [«/ W]  LECOBY  om. ;  bid 
the  line  is  marlu'd  for  correction  in 
L.  her']  \>fi  K.  \e'\  and  GOBY.  \ces^e 
WCY]  coce  O  ;  sesse  B  ;  lesc  R  ;  L 
has  a  hlanh  npace.  ces.sahit — rcsfra'] 
R  oni. 

110.  >fl]  \}0  R. 

114.  wall'i/nf/e]  wandryiigc  B.    |i/"] 


J^at  R. 

116.  huirde']  burde  WR ;  birde  C  ; 
beerde  O ;  berd  B. 

117.  softh/]  softeli  OB  ;  softily  C; 
sofly  R  ;  soo)^ly  W. 

119.  comely]  manli  1> ;  many  (!)  C. 

121.   B7«rt«]  And  whan  R. 

123.  dyne]  dene  ROB.  of  {'>)]  CB 
oin. 

126.   irondrr]  wonde  R. 

128.  hdtfr]  hat  R  ;  hatti('  B  ; 
hiKhte  W. 


PASS,  XVIII.]    A    THEE    CONDEJIXED  ;    A    TREE    SHALL    REDEEM.  329 

Of  any  kyiiues  creature  ■  conceyueJ  forw  spcclie       129  sai.i  Mercy, 

•   1       1   -1  1  "bare  a  ohikl. 

And  grace  of  pe  holygoste  ;  °  wex  grcte  with  cliilde  ; 

AVith-outen  wem  •  in-to  Jiis  worldc  she  brou^t  hym ; 

And  fat  my  tale  be  trcwe  •  1  take  god  to  witncsse.   132 

Sith  jjis  barn  was  bore  ■  ben  xxx"  wynter  passed  ;  iiiiity  years  ago. 

"Which  deyde  &  deth  Jjoled  •  Jiis  day  aboute  luydday. 

And   fat   is   cause   of  fis   clips   ■  fat  closeth  now   fe  His  death  causes 

-  _  „    this  eclipse. 

Sonne,  1 35 

In  menynge  fat  man  shal  •  fro  merkenesse  be  drawe, 
pe  wliilc  f  is  lijte  &  f  is  leme  •  shal  Lucyfer  ablende. 
For    patriarkes    &    prophetes    •    ban    preched    her-of 

often, 
)2at  man  shal  man  saue  •  f  orw  a  maydenes  helpe, 
And  fat  was  tynt  forAV  tre  •  tree  shal  it  wynnc,       140  wimt  was  lost 

by  a  tree,  a  tree 

And  fat  deth  donn  broii^te  •  deth  shal  releue.  shall  win  back." 

U   "  Jjat  fow  tellest,"  quod  trexith  •  "is  but  a  tale  of 

waltrot ; 
For  Adam  &  Eue  •  &  altraham  with  other 
Patriarkes  &  jirophetes  •  fat  in  pcyne  liggen,  144 

Leue  foAV  neuere  fat  3one  li3te  •  hem  alofte  bryiige, 
iSTe  haue  hem  out  of  belle  •  holde  f  i  tonge,  mercy  !  Truth  refuses 

It  is  but  a  trufle  fat  fow  tellest  •  I,  treuth,  wote  fe  Mercy  says. 

sothe. 
For  fat  is  ones  m  bellj  •  out  cometh  it  neuere  ;         148 
lob  f  e  pj'ophete,  patriarke  •  reproueth  f  i  sawes. 

Quia  in  inferno  nulla  est  redemjjcio.'"  cf.  Job  vii.  n. 

^  Joanne  mercy  ful  my  Idly  '  mouthed  fise  wordes, 

129.  any  hjnnes]    any  kende    R;  141.  (1011)1]  adowii  W. 

mannys  skynnes  B.  143.  treutK\   C  om.     is\   it  is  CB. 

130.  And7\    jjurgh    B.      rcex\    she      tale  of]   C  repeats  these  words,  and 
'wex  B.  omits  waltrot. 

131.  weni\   he»tme  B.     hym]  hym  145.  hem  alofte']   a-Ioft  schal  CB  ; 
for}?  0.                                                           a-lofte  schal  hem  O. 

133.  Slth]   Sit  C.     lore]  so  in  R  ;  14G.  hem]  hym  B.     holde']  helde  L 
yboreW;  horn  COB.     xxxti']  ihveiiy      {I) y  a  mere  slip'). 

C ;  >rytti  B.  147.  a]   R  om.     trnflc]   tryfule  C  ; 

134.  deth]  COB  om.  tniyfle  B.     7]  R  om. 

136.  le]  is  B.  148.   \iat]  he  >at  W.     \t]  he  W. 

137.  >/5(l)]f7eB.  149.  patriarhe]    and   patriark    B, 

138.  her-of]  her-on  0 ;  here  B.  \^i]  }jiso  B. 
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Christ's  death  shall  destroy  death,      [pass,  xviii. 


"  Venom,"  said 
Mercy,  "destroys 
venom. 


A  dead  scorpion 
heals  -the 
Bcoi-pion's  sting. 


This  death  sIkiU 
destroy  death." 


"  See,"  said 
Truth,  "here 
comes 

Righteotisness 
from  the  North.' 


[Foi.  rs  !>.] 
"  And  Peace  from 
the  South,"  said 
Jlercy. 


Rit;hteousness 
greets  Peace. 


"Tliorw experience,"  qz/ocl  she  •  "I  hope  Ipe'i  shal  he  saued. 
For  venym  for-doth  venyni  •  &  fat  I  proue  hy  resoii?*. 
For  of  alle  venymes  •  foulest  is  ])q  scorpiou«,  153 

May  no  niedcyne  helpe  •  jje  place  ])erQ  he  styngeth, 
Tyl  he  he  ded  &  do  J)er-to  •  fe  yuel  he  destroyeth, 
j)G  fyrst  venymouste  •  Jjorw  venym  of  hym-self,         156 
So  shal  J?is  deth  for-do  •  I  dar  my  lyf  legge, 
Al  ]jat   dutli    [for]dyd  furste   •   jjorw   Jje    deuelles   en- 

tysynge ; 
And  ri3t  as  Jiorw  gyle  •  man  was  higyled, 
So  shal  grace  put  bigan  •  make  a  good  sleighte ;        IGO 

Ars  vt  artem  fallerety 
^   "  !Now   suffre    we,"    seyde   treiith    •   "  I    se,  as   me 

Jjinketh, 
Out  of  fe  nippe  of  jje  north  •  noujt  ful  fer  hennes, 
Ilijtwisnesse  come  rennynge  •  reste  we  Jjo  while ; 
For  he  wote  more  jjan  we  •  he  was  er  we  hothe."      164 
IT  "  That  is  soth,"  seyde  mercy  •  "  And  I  se  here  hi 

southe. 
Where  pees  cometh  playinge  •  in  pacience  yclothed ; 
Loue  hath  coueyted  hir  longe  •  leue  I  none  other 
But  he  sent  hir  some  lettxQ  •  what  |)is  li3te  hymeneth, 
|5at  ouer-houeth  helle  pus  ;  ■  she  vs  shal  telle."        169 
•ff  Whan  pees,  in  pacience  yclothed  •  approched  nere 

hem  tweyne, 
Ei3twisnesse  hir  reuerenced  •  for  her  riche  clothyng, 
And  preyed  pees  to  telle  hir  •  to  what  place  she  wolde, 


1.51.  .?/;<•]  he  K.  ]pei  glial']  \>ovf 
sclialt  E. 

1.52.  I  2)roi(c']  so  in  CR;  prcue  I 
WO ;  Tproue  B. 

153.  venymes]  venym  CB. 
151.  ^6']  it  O. 

156.  venymovstif]  venym  ismoost  (!) 
0.     venym]  virtue  R. 

1 57.  fur-dn]  do  R.     my]  y  B. 

158.  for(ly(t]  fordide  W;  LCROB 
om'it  the  prejix  for-,  n'hich  is  wanted  ; 
ef.  \.  313. 


1(50.  sleighte]  sighte  CB ;  see)? 
{altered  to  sighte)  O. 

1G3.  come]  cam  CO.  ne  \:e]  who 
aB. 

16fi.  j7ces  cometh]  cometh  pes  R. 

167.  leve]  leege  B. 

16!).  she]  he  R. 

1 70.  yclothed]  clothed  RO  ;  is  y- 
cloj^id  B.  7iere]  nei?  CB;  ny^  0. 
hem]  hy?ft  B. 

171.  Mr]  hem  COB.    for]  hy  W. 

172.  she]  he  R. 


PASS.  XVIII.]  RIGHTEOUSNESS    AND    PEACE    MEET.  331 

Anil  in  licr  gay  gnrnenientz  •  wliom  she  grcto  ]30U3tc. 

If  "My  wille  is  to  wendc,"  q?;ocl  she  •  "and  welcome  Peace  says  she 

is  come  to 
hem  alio,  174    welcome  all 

.  1  J.       T  i  I-  ^  £■  t'lo  reiloemed 

pat  many  day  my3tc   i  noii3te  se  •  lor  merkenessc  oi  souls. 

synne, 
Adam  &  Eue  •  &  other  moo  in  lielle. 
IMoyses  &  many  mo  '  me?'cy  shal  liaue, 
And  I  shal  dailnce  Jjcr-to  •  do  fow  so,  sustre!  178 

For  ihc^nis  lusted  wel  •  ioye  tygynneth  dawe ; 

Ad  vesperum  demoruhitur  fletus,   &  ad  mat  a-  Ps.  xxix.  g 
tiniim  icticia. 
Loue,  pat  is  my  lemman  •  suche  \ettvcs,  me  sente,  "Mercy  and 

That  mercy,  my  sustre,  &  I  ■  mankynde  shulde  sane,       manidiui." 
And  jjat  god  hath  forgyuen  •  &  graunted  me  pees  & 

mercy,  182 

To  be  niannes  nieynj)ernoure  •  for  euere-more  after. 
Lo  !  here  fe  patent  ! "  q?<od  pees  •  "in pace  in  idipsum — ■  Ps.  iv.  9  (Vuig.). 
And  pat  pis  dede  shal  dure — •  dormiam  ^  requiescam.''' 
%  "What,  rauestowV  q«od  ri3twisnesse  •  "or  pow  art  Righteousness 

ri3tdronke!  186  "'"'"'"• 

Leuestow  pat  3onde  li3te  •  vnlouke  my3te  lielie, 
And  saue  mannes  soule  1  •  sustre,  wene  it  neure  ! 
At  pe  bygynnynge,  god  •  gaf  pe  dome  hym-selue, 
}3at  Adam  &  Eue  •  and  alle  pat  hem  suwed,  190  "Adam  was  to 

die  if  lie  ate  of 

Shulde  deye  donne  ri3te  •  and  dwelle  in  pyne  after,         the  fruit. 

If  pat  pel  touclied  a  tre  •  and  pe  fruite  eten. 

Adam  afterward  •  a3eines  his  defence, 

Frette  of  pat  fruit  •  &  forsoke,  as  it  were,  194 

173.  garnementz']     garmentz     R.  185,  dure]  endure  B. 

slie]  he  R.  186.  ranestoiv]  rauest  \>ovi  OB. 

174.  is]  his  C.     she]  he  R.  187.     Leuestow]      Leuest    pwu    0. 

175.  viy^te]  ny3te  B.  -^nnde]  3onder  OB. 

178,  R    omits.      And']    COB   om.  188.  i#]  j^ow  it  R. 

so]  also  B,  189.  At — god]   For  god  J^e  bigyn- 

179,  dawe]   to  dawe  OB.     letlcia]      nere  W. 

B  om.  190.  snwed]  sulked  (!)  C, 

180,  me]  he  me  R.  191.  Shulde]  Shul  C. 

181,  my  snsfi-e]  R  om.  193.  Adam]  And  Adam  B, 
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THE    WAY    THKOUGH    WO    LEADS    TO    ELISS.       [pASS.   XVIII. 


His  pain  shnll 
be  perpetual." 


Peace  proves 
that  there  shall 
be  an  end  of  the 
pain- 


[Fol.  70.] 

"  For  God  became 
man,  to  kiiow 
t)ie  sorrow  of 
death. 


God  suffered 
Adam  to  know 
Borrow, 


J5e  lone  of  owre  lorde  •  and  his  lore  bothe,  195 

And  fohved  fiat  j^e  fende  taujte  •  &  liis  felaAves  wille, 
A^eines  resou??,  I,  ri3twisnesse  •  recorde  jjus  with,  treuth, 
J5at  her  peyne  be  pe?'petuel  •  &  no  preyere  hem  helpe. 
For-jji  late  hem  chewe   as  fei   chose   :  &  chyde  w^e 

noujt,  sustres, 
For  it  is  botelees  bale  ■  Jie  bite  |^at  fei  eten."  200 

IF  "And  [I]  shal  preiie,"  qtwd  pees  •  "her  peyne  mote 

hauo  ende, 
And  Avo  in-to  wel  •  mowe  wende  atte  laste  ; 
For  had  fei  wdst  of  no  wo  •  wel  had  j^ei  nou3te  k  no  wen. 
For  no  wi3te  wote  what  wel  is  •  ])at  neiiere  wo  suffred, 
Xe  what  is  bote  hunger  •  fiat  had  neiiere  defautc.     205 
If  no  ny3te  ne  were  •  no  man,  as  I  leue, 
Shulde  wite  witterly  •  what  day  is  to  mene  ; 
Shulde   neuere   ri^te   riche  man   •    J)at  lyucth  in   reste 

&  ese  208 

Wyte  what  w'o  is  •  ne  were  fe  deth  of  kynde. 
So  god  ]?at  bj'gan  al  •  of  his  good  wille 
Bycam  man  of  a  mayde  •  mankynde  to  saue,  211 

And  suffred  to  be  solde  *  to  see  J)e  sorwe  of  deyinge, 
The  which  vnknitteth  al  kare  •  &  comsjaige  is  of  reste. 
For  til  modicirm  mete  with  vs  •  I  may  it  wel  avowe, 
Wote  no  wi3te,  as  I  "wene  •  what  is  ynongh  to  mene. 
^  For-jji  god  of  his  goodnesse  •  Tpe  fyrste  gome  Adam, 
Sette  hym  in  solace  •  &  in  souereigne  myrthe ;  217 

And  sith  he  suffred  hym  synne  •  sorwe  to  fele, 


197.  R  omits.  J]  and  WCOB. 
r'nftrisnesse']  rijt-fulues.se  B. 

199.  .tiistrcs^  pyster  CO;  fuster  B. 

201.  [J  WCOB]  LR  om.;  but  the 
line  is  marlied  for  correction  in  L. 
jn'cve']  preie  R.     encW]  an  ende  CB. 

202.  ivo']  from  wo  W.  ')non'c~\ 
.pchal  B. 

203.  had']  R  oni.  \>ci  (2)]  j^ei 
{l)rintcd  the)  W. 

205.  hote'\  hoot  WO ;  hot  B. 

206.  rt*-]  is  as  C.     Icue^  weue  B. 


207.  n-ite']  neuere  wite  W. 
209.  is]  is  ne  wel  CB. 

211.  Bycam']  And  bicam  B. 

212.  to  (2)]  and  R. 

214.  mete]    mette    ROB;    met    C. 
vs]  hym  O. 

215.  is  ynovgh]    ynogh  is  W;    is 
nou^te  R. 

216.  of  his]  his  of  B. 

217.  myrthe]  ioye  R. 

218.  sith]  syne  C,     syniitf]  syncgt? 
R. 


PASS.  XVIII.]    ONK    NAMED    "  UOOiv  "    TESTIFIES    OF    CHRIST.  333 

'J'o  wite  wluit  wt'l  was  •  k^'iKk'licli  tu  kiiowe  it. 

^Viid   aftur  goil   auutred  liym-self  "  and  toke  Adauies  and  afterwards 

took  Adam's 
kyude,  220    nature. 

To  Avyte  wliat  he  hath  sulfred  •  in  jjrc  sondri  places, 
Botha  in  heuene,   &  in   erthe   •   &   now   til  liclle  he 

jjynketh, 
To  wite  what  al  wo  is  •  jjat  wote  of  al  ioye. 
^  So  it  shal  fare  hi  fis  folke  ;  •  her  foly  &  her  synne      Man's  sin  and 

folly  sliall  teach 

Shall  lere  hem  what  langour  is  •  &  lisse  ^\•ith-outen  ende.  him  wiiat  wiss 

Wote  no  wighte  what  Averre  is  •  pere  J;at  pees  regneth, 

Ne  what  is  witterly  wcl  •  til  wcyllowey  hym  teche." 

^  Thanne  was  bere  a  wute  •  with  two  brode  eyen,  228  Then  appeared 

one  named  Book, 

Boke  hijte  fat  beupere  •  a  holde  man  of  speclie. 

"  By  godes  body,"  quod  jjis  boke  •  "  I  wil  here  witnesse, 

)jat  bo  bis  barne  was  ybore  •  bere  biased  a  sten'e,  whoteiisofthe 

,  -  star  in  the  East. 

That  alle  fe  wyse  of  Ipis  worlde  "  in  o  witte  acordeden, 
That  such  a  barne  was  borne  '  in  bethleem  Citee,     233 
J3at  mannes  soule  sholde  saue  •  &  synne  destroye. 
And  alle  ];e  elementz,"  qi<od  fe  boke  •  "her-of  bereth 

witnesse. 
)3at  he  was  god    bat  al  wrou3te    "   be   walkene  firste  Tiie  ai/- showed 

God's  power, 
shewed  ;  236    when  the  comet 

.  slione  at  His 

po  Jjat  weren  m  heuene  •  token  stella  comata,  wrth. 

And  tendeden  hir  as  a  torche  •  to  reuerence  his  birthe  ; 

|3e  ly3te  folwed  fe  lor  le  •  in-to  ]je  lowe  erthe. 

[]3e]   water  witnessed  fat  he  was  god   •  for  he  went  Tiie  loater  bare 

witness,  when  He 
on  it  ;  240    walked  upon  it. 

219.  mas']   is  E.     to']   and  W.     If]      deii]  acorden  WCB. 

CB  ovi.  2o3.  home']  y-bore   W ;  y-born  R. 

220.  anntred]  grauutid  COB.  Citen]  )>&  Citee  W ;  f^e  cite  R. 

221.  Aa^/t]  base  C.      )>re]  ihQ  G ;  B  2'io.  G  omits. 

am.  236.  walkene^  so  in  0  ;  walkne  R  ; 

223.    ]pat — of]     and   what    is    W.  wolkne  W ;  welkne  C ;  welkene  B. 
mote]  woot  CO  ;  wot  B.  237.  comata']  cometa  W. 

225.  Usse]  blisse  R.  238.  tendeden]  tenteden  CB.     hir] 

229.  beiij)ere]  bewj^ere  R  ;  bewpeer  it  W.     as]  0  om. 
O  ;  beaupeere  W ;  beaupere  CB.  240.     l\^e   WRO]    J^at    LCB.     mt- 

231.  yhore]  born  0.  nessed]  witnesJ}?  ORB  ;  witnesse  C. 

232.  wi/se  of]  men  iu  R.     acorde- 


334 


"  LIFT    UP    YOUR    HEADS,    0    YE    GATES  !  "        [PASS.  XVIII. 


And  now  the 
sun's  light  fails. 


The  earth  quakes. 


Jesus  shall  rise 
as.ain ! " 


A  spirit  speaks 
to  hell. 


I's.  xxiii.  9 

(Vulg.). 


"  Princes  of  hell, 
iiuhar  the  gates ! ' 


Peter  po  apostel  •  parceyued  his  gate, 

And  as  he  went  on  J>e  water  •  wel  hym  knewe,  &  seyde, 

Tube  me  venire  ad  te  super  aquas. 
And  lo  !  how  fe  sonne  gan  louke  •  her  li3te  in  her-self, 

i.  mare 

AVhau  she  seye  hym  suffre  •  jjat  Sonne  &  se  made.    24-1 
The  erthe  for  heuynesse  •  that  he  wolde  suifre, 
Quaked  as  qiiykke  ]:)inge  •  and  al  biquasht[e]  jje  roche. 
Lo  !    helle   mijte  noii3te  holde    •  hut  opened   jjo  god 

foled, 
And  lete  oute  symondes  sones  •  to  seen  hym  hange  on 

Eode.  248 

And  now  shal  hicifer  knie  it  •  thowgh  hym  loth  Jjinke ; 
For  (Jiigas  jjc  geaunt  •  witli  a  gynne  engyned 
To  breke  &  to  bete  douiie  •  fat  ben  a3eines  ihe.vus. 
"  And  I,  boke,  wil  be  brent  •  but  ihesus  rise  to  lyue, 
In  alle  my3tes  of  man  •  &  his  moder  ghidye,  2.53 

And  conforte  al  his  kynne  •  &  out  of  care  brynge, 
And  al  fie  iuwen  ioye  •  vnioignen  &  vnlouken ; 
And  but  fei  reuerencen  his  Eode  •  &  his  resurexiou??, 
And  bileue  on  a  newe  lawe  •  be  lost  lyf  &  soule."     257 
%  "  Suffre  we,"  seide  treuth  •  '■'■  I  here  &  se  bothe. 
How  a  spirit  speketh  to  helle  •  &  bit  vnspere  J?e  3atis, 

AttoUite  portas,  Sfc'' 
A  voice  loude  in  |)at  li3te  •  to  lucifer  cryeth,  2G0 

"  Prjaices  of  fis  j^lace  •  vnpynneth  &  vnlouketh  ! 
For  here  cometh  with  croune  •  J)at  kyngc  is  of  glorie." 
Thanne  syked  sr>than  •  &  seyde  to  hem  alle. 


242.  as]  C  om.  ]>c^  \>a.i  R.  lnj»i'\ 
lie  hym  B. 

244.  se;]  mone  R. 

245.  heuynesse]  buxomnesse  CB. 

246.  hiquashfe]  biquaschte  0  ; 
biqiiasclie  R ;  biquasshed  WC ;  to- 
clief  B. 

248.  sones]  sone  W. 

249.  leiie]  R  om.{\) 

250.  251.  R  omits.  f/i/nne]  gyu 
lm>  W.     fJoinir]  a-doun  WCOB. 

253.  of]  of  a  R. 


256.  reuerencen]  reuersen  W. 

257.  hileue']  leuen  CB ;  leue  O. 
After  this  line  COBY  have  the  {jyro- 
bahly  spurious)  line — Al  this  I  book 
witnesse  •  and  yet  muche  more ; 
where,  for  Al,  OY  have  And. 

259.  How]  R  om.  hit]  so  in  OB  ; 
bitt  R  ;  biddel^  W ;  biddes  C. 

260.  cr>/efh]  cried  CO. 

261.  rii/ii/HUcth]  oppene)?  0. 

263.  si/h'cd]  si^ede  R;  si3hede  0. 
hem  ullr]  helle  R. 


PASS.  XVIII.]    SATxVN    AND    LUCIFER    IlEPROACII    EACH    OTHER.  335 

"  Suclie  a  ly5te,  a3emcs  owrc  leue  •  Lazar  it  fette  ;    204  Satau  advises 

"  •  J.  11  the  fiends  to 

Care  &  oombraunce  •  is  comon  to  vs  aile.  k,.ep  the  gates 

If  jjis  kynge  come  in  •  mankyncle  Avil  lie  fecche, 
And  lede  it  jjer  liym  lyketli  •  &  ly^tlycli  me  bynde. 
Patriarkes  &  p?'ophetes  •  lian  paiied  lier-of  longe,     2G8 
}3at  such  a  lorde   &   a  ly3te   •   sliulde    lede   hem  alle 

hennes." 
%  "  Lysteneth,"  ({uol  Lucifer  •  "for  1  ])is  lorde  knowe,  Lucifer  says  that 

none  can  prevail 

Bothe  jjis  loi-de  &  ))is  li3tc ;  •  is  longe  ago  I  kuewe  against  jesus. 

hym. 
May  no  deth  hym  dere  •  ne  no  dcueles  cpieyntise,     272 
And  where  he  Avil,  is   his  Avaye   •  ac  war  hym  of  fe 

pe/'iles ; 
If  he  reue  me  my  ri^te  •  he  rohbeth  me  liy  maistrye.        "Wemust 

appeal  to  His 

For  by  rijt  &  bi  resou/i  •  f)o  renkes  ]3at  ben  here,  justice. 

Bodye  &  soule  ben  myne  •  bothe  gode  &  ille.  27G 

For  hym-self  seyde  •  fat  sire  is  of  heuene, 

3if  Adam  ete  be  apple  •  alle  shulde  deye,  He  said  that 

Adam  should 

And  dwelle  with  vs  deueles  •  J>is  Jiretjoige  he  made ;        die." 

And  he  Jjat  sothenesse  is  •  seyde  Jiise  wordes ;  280 

And  sitthen  I  seised  •  seuene  hundreth  wyntre, 

I  leue  fat  lawe  nil  naujte  •  lete  hym  fe  leest." 

%   "That  is  sothe,"  seyde  Sathan  •  "but  I  me  sore  "True," said 

Satiin,  "  but  thou 
drede,  dic'st  win  by 

For  J)OW  gete  hem  with  gyle  •  &  his  gardyne  breke,  284 

2G4,   lene']  loue  B.     if]  so  in  KCO  my  R.     he  rohheth']  &  robbe  R. 
Y  ;  is  B  ;  out  W.  275.  Jt]    CB  om.      ]>o']  );oo  0 ;    f^e 

265.  couthraunce]  encombraunceW.  WCEB.       i-enhes]    freikis    B.       hen 

2G7.    lede]     do    0.      it]    hem    E.  here]  ich  haue  0. 
hym  lijheth]  lazar  is  R.  276.  hen]  been  0 ;  bef?  W. 

2G8.  lonrje]  loude  B.  277.  COB  omit. 

269.  a  (2)]  W  om.     shiiMe]   schal  27S.  ^if]   J^at  3if  R ;    If  WC.      [e 
R  ;  shol  C.  aj>jjle]  R  07n.. 

270.  Lysteneth]  listnej?  now  B.  280.  he']  R  om. 

271.  is]  it  is  B.  281.  sitthen]  I  sitthen  R.    I  seised] 

272.  hym]  {^is  lorde  R.  so  in  W  ;  I  sessed  R  ;  he  seised   CB  ; 

273.  wil — his]    wolde    his   is    B.     isysesidO;  isyCeisdY.    sevene]^\?,e 
his]  R  om.     ac]  and  C.  seue  R  ;  many  OY. 

274.  reue]   so  in  ROB  ;  reuefj  W ;  282.  nil]  wole  O  ;  wil  B. 

reuees  C.     me  (1)]    C   om.     my]   of  284.  gete]  gatist  B.     hem']  hym  C. 


33G 


Thy  words  to 
Eve  were  false.' 


Goblin  says  their 
title  is  invalid. 


that  he  has 
temiit«d  Jesus 
in  vain,  for  32 
years. 

CFol.  80."j 


"  I  warned 
Pilate's  wife. 


I  would  have 
lengthened  His 
life. 


SATAN    HAS    TEMPTED    JESUS    IN    VAIN.  [PASS.  XVIII. 

And  in  semblaunce  of  a  seqient  •  sat  on  ])e  aiijDeltre, 
And  eggedest  lieiu  to  ete  •  Eue  by  liir-selue, 
And  toldest  hir  a  tale  •  of  tresou?i  were  jje  wordes ; 
And  so  J30w  haddest  liein  oute  •  &  liider  atte  laste.   288 
It  is  no-a3te  graytliely  geten  •  ])ere  gyle  is  jje  Eote." 
"  For  god  wil  nou3t  be  bigiled  "  •  q2/od  GobeljTi,  "  ne 

bi-iaped  ; 
We  liaue  no  trewe  title  to  hem  •  for  jjorwgli  tresou?? 

"were  Jjei  dampned." 
"  Certes,  I  drede  me,"  quod  J)e  deiiel  "  "  Icste  trenth  wil 

hem  fecche.  292 

^   Jjis    fretty   "wynter,   as   I  wene   •  liatli   lie   gone   & 

p?'eclied  ; 
I  liaue  assailled  hpn  with  synne  "  &  some  tyme  yasked 
Where  he  were  god  or  goddes  sone  ?  •  he  gaf  me  shorte 

ansAvere. 
And   ]3us  hath  he  trolled  forth    •  ]ji.s   two  &  thretty 

"wynter,  29G 

And  whan  I  seighe  it  was  so  •  sleppig,  I  went, 
To  warne  pilates  wyf  •  what  dones  man  was  ihe.9us  ; 
For  iuwes  hateden  hym  •  and  ban  done  hym  to  deth. 
I   wolde  haue   lengthed  his   lyf   "  for  I  leued,  3if  he 

deyede,  300 

That  his  sonde  wolde  snlfre  '  no  synne  in  hi.s  sy3te. 
For  fie  body,  whil  it  on  bones  3ede  •  aboute  was  euere, 
To  sane  men  fram  synne  •  3if  liem-self  wolde. 


285.  scmblanuce']  semblaunt  OB ; 
Ijknees  C.  serj^enQ  Nedder  C.  sat 
o«]  sete  vp-on  W. 

286.  cggedesf]  eggest  C.  ete']  ete 
]>ev-oi.  B. 

288.  so]  al-so  R.     hem]  hym.  B. 

290.  Gobelyn]  goblyn  O.  " 

291.  title]  tilyle  (!)  R.  ]:(n'n-fih] 
■wi>  B. 

292.  \>e]  y-ii  0.  After  this  line 
CBY  hmw  the  (^prohahhj  simriovs) 
Zi/ifi— Oute  of  cure  poiiste(3 "  and  ledeii 
hem  hennes. 

293.  wene]   leue    B.     hath — gone] 


he  wente  aboute  R. 

294.  assailled^     assoiled    (!)     C. 
tijme]  R  01)1. 

295.  mienf]  \\\\e\\>er  "W  ;  Wer-?  B. 

296.  hath  he]  he  hath  R.     trolled] 
tollid  B.     two]  to  R  ;  twa  C. 

297.  de2)yng]  lepynge  W  ;  sepynge 
B. 

298.  dones]   dones   O  ;  done  WR ; 
doone  Y  ;  doon  C  ;  dene  B. 

300.  /  (1)]   And  I  R.     lengthed] 
longed  C. 

301.  svffre]  nau3t  sufEre  R. 


PASS.   XVIII.]  THE    GATES    OF    HELL    AUE    BROKEN.  337 

And   now   I    sc   Avliere   a   soulc    •    cometh  liiJerward  i  sec  hu  snui 

sailiiiK  liitlicr- 

seyllynge,  dOi  wards. 

With  glorie  &  with  gret;  lijte  •  god  it  is,  I  wote  wel. 
I  rede  we  flee,"  qjiod  he  •  "faste  alle  hennes.  Let  us  nee." 

For  vs  were  better  nou3te  be  •  ]>an  biden  his  sy3te. 
For  jji  lesynges,  Lucifer  •  loste  is  al  owre  praye.        308 
Firste  fiorw  fjc  we  fellen  ■  fro  heuene  so  heighe ; 
For  we  leued  pi  lesjTiges  •  [we  loupen  oute  alle  with  |;e  ; 
Aiid  now  for  thi  last  lesjTige  ■]  ylore  we  haue  Adam, 
And  al  owre  lordeshij),  I  leue  •  a  londe  &  a  water;  312 

Nunc  imnceiw  Indus  micndi  eiciefur  foras."  John  xu.  31. 

^  Efte  ])Q  113  te  bad  vnlouke  •  &  Lucifer  answered, 
"  What  lorde  artow  ? "  auod  lucifer  •  "  quis  est  ide  .? "     ps.  xxiu.  10 
"  Rex  glorie  '  •  fe  li^te  sone  seide, 
"  And  lorde  of  iny3te  &  of  mayne  •  &  al  manere  vertues  ; 

dominus  virtutum  ;  316 

Dukes  of  }jis  dym  place  ■  anon  vndo  J)is  3ates,  "Untio  these 

That  cryst  may  come  in  •  jie  kynges  sone  of  heuene." 
And  with  bat  bretli  helle  brake  •  with  Beliales  barres  ;    The  gates  of 

hell  are  broken. 

For  any  wye  or  warde  •  wide  opene  fe  3atis.  320 

%.  Patriarkes  &  p?-ophetes  •  popuhis  in  tcnehris,  Mat.  iv.  le. 

Songen  sejoit  lohanes  songe  '  ecce  agnus  del,  John  i.  se. 

Lucyfer  loke  ne  my3te  •  so  ly3te  hym  ableynte.         323 

And  ])0  fat  owre  [lorde]  loued  •  in-to  his  li3te  he  lau3te. 

And  seyde  to  Sathan,  "  lo  !  here  •  my  soule  to  amendes  our  Lord  offers 

soul  for  soul. 

For  alle  synneiul  soules  •  to  saue  po  ]?at  ben  worthy. 

SO-t.  seyllynge']  sailynge  RO.  of  (2)]    0   om.      inaijne'\   man  \VR , 

305.  glorie]  loie  C.     n-lth  (2)]  RO      many  B. 

om.  317.  Duh;i\  Duk  R. 

306.  «r]  \)ai  we  W.  318.  \>e']  R  om. 

307.  iu1en'\  to  a-biden  B.  319.  brake']  braste  R. 

309.  fcllcn]  fallen  B.  320.    opene]   so  in  B  ;   open   CO  ; 

310,  311.  leued]  loueden  B.    yi']  on     opned  WR. 

y\  W;   fjise  B.     [;i'e — lesynge]  in  R  322.  lolianes]  lohan  B. 

only;  hut  cf.  C-Text.     ylore]  y-lorn  323.    ableynte]  ablente  WRO;    a- 

W  ;  yloste  C.  blyndyde  C  ;  a-blynde  B. 

312.  a  (1)]  on  B.     a  (2)]   on  OB.  321.     llorde     RWCOBY]     L    om. 

eieietiir]  eicitur  RB.  lav^fe]  tooke  C. 

315,  31(5.  Jn  one  line  in  R,  which  325.  soule]  soulis  B. 
omits  sone.     And]   j^e  R  :  And  a  B. 

22 
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CHRIST    OFFERS    SATAN    LIFE    FOR    LIFE.  [PASS.  XVIII, 


Christ  claims  iiis    Mjiic  fei  be  &  of  me  •  I  may  Jje  bette  hem  clayme. 

own,  saying,  lo-n 

Al-jjough  resou?z  recorde  •  &  ri3t  of  my-self, 


328 


"  Thou,  Satan, 
didst  win  man- 
kind by  guile. 


Exod.  xxi.  24. 


I  offer  soul  for 
soul, 


[Fol.  80  60 
life  for  life, 


death  for  death. 


That  if  pei  ete  pe  apple  •  alle  shulde  deye, 
I  bihyjte  hem  nou^t  here  •  helle  for  euere. 
For  jje  dede  Jiat  fei  dede  •  pi  deceyte  it  made  ; 
With  gyle  fow  hem  gete  •  agayne  al  resoun.  332 

For  in  my  paleys,  paradys  •  in  persone  of  an  addre, 
Falseliche  Jjoav  fettest  fere  •  J»ynge  Jiat  I  loued. 
IT  Thus  ylyke  a  lusardc  •  with  a  lady  visage, 
Theuelich  jjow  me  robbedest ;  •  J»e  olde  lawe  grcainteth, 
)pat  gylours  be  bigiled  •  &  fat  is  gode  resoim ;  337 

Dentem  pro  dente,  4"  oculian  pro  oeuJo. 
Ergo,  soule  slial  soule  qnyte  •  &  synne  to  synne  wende, 
And  al  jjat  man  hath  niysdo  *  I,  man,  wyl  amende. 
Membre  for  membre  •  bi  ]?e  olde  lawe  was  amendes. 
And  lyf  for  lyf  also  •  &  by  Jiat  lawe  I  clayme  it,       34 1 
Adam  &  al  his  issue  •  at  my  wille  her-after. 
And  p&i  deth  in  hem  fordid  •  my  deth  shal  releue, 
And  bothe  quyklce  &  quyte  •  Jjat  queynte  was  Jjovav 
synne ;  344 

And  fat  grace  gyle  destruye  •  good  feith  it  asketh. 
So  leue  it  nou3te,  lucifer  •  ajeine  fe  lawe  I  fecche  hem, 
But  bi  ri3t  &  by  resou/i  •  raunceou?i  here  my  lyges  : 

Non  veni  soluere  legem^  sed  adimpJere. 
\)o^\  fettest  myne  in  my  place  •  a3eines  al  xesown,      348 


328.  Al-\>oii(ih'\  And  ^'0113  WB. 

329.  \>ei']  he  W. 

.331.  dede  (1)]  dyede  C.     dede  (2)] 
dide  WCB  ;  diden  O. 

332.  gete:]  gate  C. 

333.  ■my']  0  om.    2>aleys]  place  OB. 

334.  fettest]    fecchest   K.     ^erc] 
WO  om. 

33G.  \>e:]  and  \)C  W.     lame]  lawe  it 
B. 

337.  be]  ]>?ii  ben  B. 

338.  smile  (2)]  B  om.     to  synne]  C 
om. 

339.  ma7i  n-i/l]  may  wel  0.    amende] 
amende  it  1(. 


340.  aniendes]  amendid  B. 

341.  ]>at]  >e  O.     if]  W  om. 

342.  al]  B  om. 

343.  \>at]  at  K. 

344.  qvylihe']  quik  R  ;  quykc  0  ; 
quykee  C  ;  quykye  B  ;  (jiiykne  ^\■. 

3-15.   destruye]  distroycd  OB. 

346.  it]  I  WCOB.  iioii^te] 
neuere  R.     ayine]  [.at  a^en  B. 

347.  But]  And  O.  iy]  RGB  om. 
lyges]  lieges  C  ;  leges  R  ;  lieggo.s  B. 
adimplere]  imi)lere  R. 

348.  fettest]  focbed  C.  myve] 
hym  B.     al]  R  om. 


Ps.  vii.  10 

(Vulg.). 


PASS.   XVIII.]  GUILE    IS    DEFEATKl)    I!Y    OHACE.  339 

Falseliche  i^'  felouiuJich  ;   •  gode  i'uilli  me  it  taiijte, 

To  recoure  liem  tliorw  niuiiceou/i  •  &  bi  no  resou?^  elk's, 

So  pat  with  gyle  Jjow  gete  •  jjorw  grace  it  is  ywone.         Thou  didst 

pow,  Lucyfer,  in  lyknesse  •  of  a  lutlier  adders,  352  likeness  of  an 

Getest  by  gyle  •  po  tliat  god  loued  ; 

IT  And  I,  in  lyknesse  of  a  leode  •  fat  lorde  am  of  lienenc,  i  requite  thee, 

.         ,.   ,  .         .      .  in  likeness  Ota 

Graciousliche  pi  gyle  haue  quytte  •  go  gyle  a3eine  gyle  !  wan. 

And  as  Adam  &  alle  •  ]3orw  a  tre  deyden,  35 G 

Adam  &  alle  porwe  a  tree  •  shal  torne  a3eine  to  lyue ; 

And  gyle  is  bigyled  •  &  in  his  gyle  fallen  :  (^'"'e  is  beguiled. 

Et  cecidit  in  foueam  quam  fecit. 
Now  bygynneth  J)i  gyle  •  ageyne  pa  to  toz^nie, 
And  my  grace  to  growe  •  ay  gretter  &  wyder.  3G0 

))e  bitternesse  j^at  jjow  hast  browe  •  broukc  it  jji-seluen, 
)jat  art  doctour  of  deth  •  drynke  pai  bow  madest !  Drink  that  which 

_.„_  11P7PT  11  *'*'"*  '"'^''  brewed. 

Ti  i^or  1,  jjat  am  lorde  oi  iyi  •  lone  is  my  drynke, 
And  for  ))at  diyuke  to-day  •  I  deyde  vpon  erthe.        3G4 
I  fau3te  so,  me  Jirestes  ^et  •  for  mannes  soule  sake  ;  i  «urst  stiii,  but 

!^[ay  no  drynke  me  moiste  •  ne  my  thruste  slake, 
Tyl  pQ  vendage  falle  •  in  pe,  vale  of  iosephath, 
}3at  I  drynke  ri^te  ripe  must  •  resureccio  movtuorum,        Joeiiii.  12,  is. 
And  fianne  shal  I  come   as  a  kynge  •  croimed  witli 
angoles,  3G0 

And  ban  out  of  belle  •  alle  mennes  soiiles. 
IT  Fendes  and  fendekynes  •  bifor  me  simile  stande, 

3-t9.  me  iJJ]  it  me  B.  361.    WO    omit.      hasf]    CB    om. 

351.  mitK\  \)Ox\\T^  WCOB.  gete\  hroiike]  now  brouke  R.  This  line  is 
gate  C.  it  (js]  is  it  C.  yrvonc']  wo?tue  found  in  Crowley.  Cf.  Pass.  xi.  117. 
COB.  3G5,   306.    B   transjjoses  these  tiro 

352.  fjow]    Jjat   B.     luther]    lither  lines. 

RCOB.  365.    l^restcs']     )jriste|j    0;    thryste 

353.  Getest;\    Gatest   C;  Gete   R;      C;  thurstes  R ;  f^urste)?  WB. 

Gat  B.     >«]  {jinge  R.  3(j6.    tfiriistel   Jurist   O  ;    tliryst   C  ; 

35-1.  7]  CB  o»i.  threst  R  ;  J^urst  WB. 

355.  quyttel  y-quyt  B.  gyle  (2)]  367.  ]pe  refideigel  vengeaunce  B. 
rijt  B.  '  368.  musti  most  R. 

356.  alle^  alle  other  CB.  370.    /t«w]   so  in  R;  haue  WCOB. 

357.  fl^^/we]  R  om.  mennes']  maunys  0  ;  manere  CB. 
359.  to^Gom.  '^7\.  fendehjnes']   fyndekyues  WC  ; 
300.    wyder]   widder  WCO  ;    gret-      feendkyns  O. 

tere  R. 


340 


THE    KING    OF    KINGS    CAN    PARDON    ALL.         [pASS.  XVIII. 


Fiends  ami 
fienclkiiis  shall 
obey  me. 


My  brethren 
shall  not  be 
condemned. 


Ps.  1.  6  (Vulg). 


A  king  can 
pardon  a  felon. 


[Fol.  81.] 
I,  the  King  of 
kiwi's. 


can  pardon 
whom  I  will. 


No  ill  shall  go 
unpunished. 


(Cf.  Pass.  iv.  113.) 


And  be  at  my  biddynge  •  where  so  eiu-e  me  lyketh.  372 
And  to  be  merciable  to  man  •  Jeanne  my  kynde  it  asketh, 
For  we  beth.  bretheren  of  blode  •  but  nou3te  in  bap- 

tesme  alle. 
Ac  alle  fat  tetli  my  no  hole  hretheren  •  in  blode  &  in 

baptesme, 
Shal  nou^te  he  dampned  to  fe  deth  •  fat  is  with-outen 

ende ;  376 

Tihi  soli  peccaui,  ^c. 
It  is  nou3t  vsed  in  erthe  •  to  hangen  a  felonn 
Ofter  Jjan  ones  •  fough  he  were  a  tretoiir. 
And  ^if  fe  Kynge  of  fat  kyngedome  *  come  in  fat  tyme, 
There  f  e  feloun  thole  sholde  •  deth  or  otherwyse,     380 
Lawe  wolde,  he  jeue  hym  lyf  •  if  he  loked  on  hym. 
IT  And  I,  fat  am  kynge  of  kjaiges  •  shal  come  suche  a 

tyme, 
There  dome  to  f  e  deth  •  dampneth  al  wikked ; 
And  ^if  laAve  wil  I  loke  on  hem  •  it  lithe  in  my  grace, 
Whether  f ei  deye  or  deye  nou3te  •  for  fat  f ei  deden 

ille.  385 

Be  it  any  f  inge  abou3te  •  f  o  holdenesse  of  her  synnes, 
I  may  do  mercy  f  orAv  ri3twisnesse  •  &  alle  my  Avordes 

trewe. 
And  f ough  holiAvi'it  wil  fat  I  be  wroke  •  of  hem  fat 

deden  ille,  388 

Ntdlum  malum  inpunUum,  ^c, 
Tliei   shul  be   clensed  clereliche   •   &  wasshen  of  her 

synnes 


373.  And — he']  Ac  R.  \>aJine — 
kynde']  my  keude  Jjanne  R.  it]  WO 
o»i. 

377.  in]  on  R. 

380.  \}(']  W  om.  tJiole  sholde] 
fichulde  jjole  0.  or  ofltern-yse']  so  in, 
RCBY  ;  oufjcr  o)3er-\vise  O ;  or  oo)jer 
luwise  W  ;  other  else  in  Crowley. 

381.  Lan-e]  f^e  lawe  0.  i^eve] 
geuo  C  ;  3af  R  ;  3aue  O.     if]   and  R. 

383.    17u'nq   Where  )je  0;  Where 


B;  Wher  C.     al]  alle  {pnntcd  alle 
the)  W. 

384.  lohe — hem^  on  liym  loke  O. 

385.  )J6'(]   0  has  he,  the  first  time 
only. 

386—388.   CB  omit. 

386.  it]  0  om.     ahou^te]  0  om.  (!) 

387.  may]  WOY  om.     trewe]  been 
trewe  0. 

388.  \!at  (1)]  R  om.     Nullum]  Yov 
nullum  0. 


PASS.  XVIII.]  CHRIST    BINDS    SATAN    WITH    CHAINS.  341 

In  my  prisou?^  p2»'gatoric  •  til  parce  it  bote, 

And  my  mercy  slial  be   shewed  •  to  maiiye   of   my  yet  mercy  shall 

_  ,    be  shewn. 

brctlieren.  o'Jl 

For  Mode  may  sufFre  blode  •  botbo  hungry  &  akale, 
Ac  blode  may  noxi3t  sc  blode  •  blede,  but  hym  rewe." — 

Audlui  archana   verba,    que   non  licet   homini  2  coi.xn.i. 
loqui. — 
"Ac  my  ri3tw'isuesse  &  ri3t  •  shal  reulen  al  helle, 
And  mercy  al  mankyndc  ■  bifor  me  in  lieuene.  395 

For  I  were  an  vnkynde  Kyngc  •  but  I  my  kyndc  holpe,  i  were  unnatural 

.     not  to  help  my 

And  namelich  at  such  a  node  •  fer  nedes  helpe  bi-  own  kin. 
houeth ; 

Non  intres  in  iudicium  cum  seruo  iuo,  \(lom[ne^  Ps.  exiii.  2 
Jjus  bi  lawe,"  qwod  owre  lorde  '  "  lede  I  wil  fro  hemies    i  wiii  release 

,        ,     ,  ,  T        D    1  T    •  those  that  lovud 

)?o  fat  me  loued  •  &  leued  m  my  comynge.  me." 

And  for  jji  lesynge,  lucifer  •  jjat  ))ow  lowe  til  Eue,    400 

Thow  shalt  abye  it  bittre " —  ■  &  bonde  hym  with  ciirist  binds 

Satan. 

cheynes. 
Astaroth  and  al  \q  route  •  hidden  hem  in  hemes,  Ashtaroth  and 

others  hide 

They  clorste  nou3te  loke  on  owre  lorde  •  \q  boldest  of  themselves. 

hem  alle, 
But  leten  hym  lede  forth  what  hym  lyked  •  and  lete 

what  hy»^  liste.  404 

%  Many  hundreth  of  angeles  •  harpeden  &  songen,  The  angeis  harp 

Culpat  caro,  purgat  caro  ;  regnat  deus  del  caro. 
IT  Thanne  piped  pees  •  of  poysye  a  note, 
"  ClarioT  est  solito  post  maxima  nehula  pliehus, 

392.  hunr/ry']     hungre     C ;     atfd     ley^  OB.     tiV]  to  E. 

himgred  (sic)  B.     aMle]  so  in  R  ;  a-  401.  HUre]   bitterli  0.     bondc^  a- 

cale  WO  ;  a-calde  C  ;  a-cold  B.  bond  B. 

393.  Ac']   And    C.     se}    se  his  R.  402,  Astaroth']  Astarot  R ;  Astroth 
hi/ml  it  CB.  W  ;    Astoroth   C ;    Astrot   B.      Ae/w] 

396.  hjnde']  kyn  R.     holpe']   so  in     thaym  C. 

R  ;  helpe  WCOB.  404.  ivhat  hym  (1)]  wliom  hym  W; 

397.  namelich]   mandlich   (!)    C;  with  hym  who  hym  C  ;  w;t/t  hym  alle 
maliche  B.     such^  silke  (!)  C.    ncdcs]  j^at  hjm  B.     what  (2)]  whom  W. 
node  B.      \_domine]  in  0  only.  407.  solito]  solitus  R.     nebula^  so 

399.  me]  I  R.  in  the  MSS. 

400.  lowe]   so  in  R ;   leighe  \VC ; 


342 


The  sun  is 
brightest  after 
sliarp  sliowers. 


Love  is  dearest 
after  strife. 


Trutli  anj  Peace 
embrace. 


Riglifeousiiess 
and  Peace  kiss 
each  otlier. 


Ps.  Ixxxiv.  11 

(Vulg.). 


[Fol.  816.] 


Ps.  cxxxii.  1 

(Vulg.). 


The  poet  awakes, 


and  bids  his  wife 
Kitte  and  his 
daugliter  Kalote 


THE    rOET    BIDS    IIlS    WIFE    AND    DAUGHTER      [PASS.  XVIII. 

Post  inimicitias  [clarior  est  et  amor'].  408 

After  sharpe  shoiires,"  (\uu^  pees  •  ''  moste  shene  is  fe 

Sonne ; 
Is  no  weder  warmer  •  ]?an  after  -watery  cloudes. 
JN'e  no  loue  leuere  •  ne  leuer  frendes,  411 

J3an  after  werre  &  wo  •  whan  loue  &  pees  be  maistres. 
Was  neuere  werre  in  Jjis  worlde  '  ne  wykkednesse  so  kene, 
}3at  ne  loue,  &  hym  luste  •  to  laughpige  ne  brou3te, 
And  pees  jjorw  pacience  •  alle  perilles  stopped." 
"  Trewes,"  q?<od  treuth  •  "  Jjow  tellest  vs  sotb,  bi  ibc*-us  ! 
Clippe  we  in  couenaunt  •  &  vcb  of  vs  cusse  otber."  417 
"  And  lete  no  peple,"  q?;od  pees  •  "  perceyiie  pat  we 

cbydde, 
For  inpossible  is  no  fyng  •  to  bym  ]:at  is  almy3ty." 
H    "  Thow  seist  sotb,"  seyde  ry3twisnesse   •   &  reuer- 

entlicb  hir  kyste,  420 

"  Pees  &  pees  here  !  x>^^'  seeula  seculorum." 

Misericordia  ^*  Veritas  ohuiaiienint  sihi,  iusficia 
^^x<a;  osculate  sujit. 
Treuth  tromj^ed  f)o,  &  songe  •  te  deiim  laudamiis ; 
And  Jianne  luted  loue  •  in  a  loude  note, 

Ecce  quam  bonum,  ^  quam  iocundum,  ^'c. 
H  Tyl  J;e  daye  da  wed  •  pis  daniaiseles  daunced,  424 

That  men  rongen  to  pe  resurexiou?^  •  &  rijt  Avitli  pat  I 

waked, 
And  called  kitte  my  wyf  •  and  kalote  my  dou3ter — 
"  Ariseth  &  reuerencetb  •  goddes  resurrexiou72. 


408.  [^clarior — amor']  LW  omU  ; 
RCOBY  retain  this  half-line. 

409.  sharjie']  scharpest  R.  shene] 
clene  B. 

411.  Hc7-e  R  has  lost  eight  leaves, 
don-n  to  Pass.  XX.  27.  This  passage 
is  collated  with  Y. 

411.  lener]  more  better  0. 

414.  ne  (1)]  CB  om. 

415.  stopped']  stoppel?  W. 
4ir,.    Trrwcs]  Trews  O. 

117.  cusse]  kisse  COBY  ;  clippe  \V. 


418.  leter]  latte  0;  lete);  W. 
chgdde']  chide  CY;  cliiden  O. 

419.  injxissihle]  imj)Ossiljle  OY. 
423.  loue]  \V  om.  in']  in-to  B. 
425.  rongen']   range  C  ;  rounge   B. 

waked]  a-wakid  B. 

42(5.  called]  j'-callid  B. 

427.  Ariseth — rcucrencctJi]  so  in 
OBY  ;  Arises  and  reuerens  C ;  And 
bad  hem  rise  and  reuc/'cnce  W. 
f/oddcs]  crista  B. 


PASS.  XVIII.]  TO    RKVERE    THE    CROSS    OF    CHRIST.  313 

And  cropetli  to  Jjc  crosse  on  knees  ■  &  kisseth  it  for  a  to  revere  ann 

,  ,  .  .  _    kiss  the  cros?. 

luwel !  428 

For  goddes  blissed  body  •  it  bar  for  owre  bote, 
And  it  afereth  Jje  fende  •  for  suclie  is  Jje  my3te, 
May  no  grysly  gost  •  glyde  pere  it  shadwoth  !  "         431 

428.  cre}}eth'\   crope   \V.     l-'msefh]  431.  shad/vcth']  so  in  Y  ;  sliarl\vi)7 
kisse  W ;  kisses  C.                                        B  ;  schadwes  C  ;  schaclewij?  0  ;  walkcj? 

429.  goddes  blissed}  cristis  owcn  B.      W. 


344 


THE    POET    AGAIN    DREAMS    OF    PIERS.  [PASS.  XIX. 


PASSUS  XIX  (PROLOGUE  TO  DOBEST). 

Passus  xix"' ;  4"  explicit  dobet,  <$•  incipit  duhest. 
The  poet  awakes    fTlHus  I  awaked  &  \\Tote  •  what  I  had  dremed, 

and  writes  his  I 

dream.  "^    Aiid  di3te  Hie  derely  •  &  dede  me  to  cherche, 

To  here  holy  fe  masse  •  &  to  be  houseled  after. 
In  myddes  of  fe  masse  •  ])0  men  3ede  to  offrynge, 

He  asain  sleeps,     I  fel  eftsones  a-slcpe  •  &  sodeynly  me  mette, 

and  dreams  of 

That  Pieres  }3C  plowman  •  was  paynted  al  blody, 


Piers  the 
Plowman,  holdin 
a  cross. 


"  Is  this  Jesus  or 
Piers  the 
Plowman  ?  " 


"It  is  Christ 
wearing  Piers' 
coat-armour." 


And  come  in  with  a  crosse  •  bifor  fe  co?h  uhg  peple, 
And  ri3te  lyke  in  alle  lymes  •  to  owre  lorde  ihesu  ;       8 
And    jjanne    called    I    conscience    •   to   kenne   me    ])e 

sothe. 
"  Is  |)is  ihfous  J)e  luster  ?"  q«od  I  •  "  jjat  iuwes  did  to 

deth  ? 
Or  it  is  Pieres  fe  plowman  !  •  who  paynted  hym  so 

rede?" 
Quod  conscience,  &  knelcd  J)o  •  "  jjise  aren  Pieres  armes, 
His  coloures  &  his  cote-armure  •  ac  he  fat  cometh  so 

blody  13 

Is  cryst  with  his  crosse  '  conqueroure  of  crystene." 


Title.  Passus  decim«s  nonus  YO  ; 
to  which  B  adds — et  qmnius  de  dobet. 
W  agrees  with  L. 

1 .  dremed']  ydremed  WC. 

3.  holji  ]>c'\  ]>e  holi  B. 

3,  4.  <5'  to  he — masse']  CO  BY  oid, 

5.  COBY  omit. 

«.  That]  )3awne  0. 


8.  h/mrs]  J^ynges  W. 
y.  And]  CBY  om. 

10.  didr]  diden  B  ;  diden  hym  0. 

11.  it  is]  so  in  WCOBY  ;  is  it 
Crowley. 

1 3.  ar]  and  C. 
11.  Is]  Wijj  B. 


PASS.   XIX.]      THE    N.VMES    OF    KNIGHT,    KING,    AND    CONQUEROR.  345 

IT  "  ^Vliy  calle  le  liym  cryst  1 "  quod  I  •  "  sithencs  iuwcs  "wi.y  caii  iiim 

1,         1  -1  r.  Clllist? 

calle  hym  ihe^nis  ? 
Patriarkes  &  proplietes  •  prophecyed  bifore,  16 

)?at  alkyn  creatures  •  shuldeu  knelen  &  bowen, 
Anon  as  men  nempned  "  Jje  name  of  god  Ihesu.  His  "ame  is       / 

T-t  •  r>  -1  Jcsua. 

Urgo  IS  no  name  •  to  pe  name  oi  ins6-us, 

!N"e  none  so  nedeful  to  nempne  •  by  ny^te  ne  by  daye. 

For  alle  derke  deuolles  •  aren  adradde  to  lieren  it,       21 

And  synful  aren  solaced  •  &  saued  bi  fat  name. 

And  30  callen  hym  cryst  •  for  what  cause,  telleth  me  1 

Is  cryst  more  of  my^te  •  &  more  worthy  name  24  is  ciirist  a 

.  worthier  name  ?  " 

pan  mesn  or  ih^.s-us  •  Jjat  al  owre  loye  come  of  1 

IF  "  Thow  knowest  wel,"  q?/od  conscience  •  "and  Jjow  Conscience 

-  replies, 

konne  resou??, 
That  kny3te,  kynge,  conqueroure  •  may  be  0  persone.       "  one  man  mny 

.  Till  ^  ''°"^  knight, 

To  be  called  a  kni3te  is  faire  •  for  men  shal  knele  to  king,  and 

,  _  -    conqueror. 

hym ;  28 

To  be  called  a  Kynge  is  fairer  •  for  he  may  kny3tes 

make ; 
Ac    to   be    conquerour  called  •  fiat  cometh  of   special  To  be  called  a 

conqueror  comes 
g?T<Ce,  of  special  grace. 

And  of  hardynesse  of  herte  •  &  of  hendenesse  [bothe], 

To  make  lordes  of  laddes  •  of  londe  Jiat  he  wynneth,  32 

And  fre    men  foule    thralles  •  J?at  folweth    nou3t    his        [Foi.  82.1 

lawes. 
H  The  iuwes,  fat  were  gentil  men  •  ihesu  jjei  dispised,      The  Jews 
Bothe  his  lore  &  his  lawe  •  now  ar  fei  lowe  cherlis.  and  .ire  now 

As  wyde  as  fe  worlde  is  •  wonyeth  fere  none  36 

But  vnder  tribut  &  taillage  •  as  tykes  &  cherles. 
And  fo  fat  bicome  crysten  •  by  conseille  of  f e  baptiste, 

1.5.  ^el   W  01)1,.      calle  (2)]    called  kynffe]  \ijnga,ndB.    a]  a  B  ;  of  00  Y. 

CBY  ;  calleden  0.  29.   To]  And  to  O.     is']  0  or/i. 

19.  isl  per  is  B.     |;e]  \>at  B.     of]  30.  Ac]  And  CYB. 

CBY  am.  31.  [hotJie  COBY]  LW  om. 

23.  3^]  thay  C.     callen]  callid  B.  36.  ^1.'?]  Also  B.     Konycth — none] 

25.  come]  comef?  B.  noon  of  hem  j^er  wonyefj  W. 

26.  Tionne^^  canst  0.  38.  haptiste]  baptisme  WCO  ;  bap- 

27.  0  j)>/ts   kynge    hr/ore   kny^te.      tcsme  Y  ;  baptyme  B. 
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CHRIST    IS    A    CONQUEROR. 


[pass.  XIX. 


The  Christians 
are  free  men. 


Jesus  performed 
the  duties  of  a 
king, 


and  bare  <i  crown 
of  tliorns. 


He  arose,  and 
was  a  conqueror. 


He  Rave  his 
lieges  places  in 
Paradise. 


And  now  He 
Cometh  to  teach 


Areu  frankeleynes,  fre  men  "  poY^v  fiilljmg  pat  pQi  toke, 
And  gentel  men  -with  ihesn  •  for  Ihesus  was  [yfulled], 
And   vppon   caluaiye   on   crosse  ■  ycrouned   kynge   of 

iewes.  41 

H  It  bicoraeth  to  a  Kynge  •  to  kepe  and  to  defende, 
And  conquerour  of  conquest  •  his  lawes  &  his  large. 
And  so  [dide]  Ih(?6'us  pe  iewes  •  he  iustified  &  taujte 

hem  44 

j)e  lawe  of  lyf  •  that  last  shal  euere  ; 
And  fended  fram  foule  yueles  •  feucres  &  fluxes, 
And  fro  fendes  f»at  in  hem  [were]  •  &  fals  bileue. 
])o  was  he  ih^sus  of  iewes  called  •  gentel  prophete,     48 
And  kynge  of  her  kyngdome  •  &  croune  bar  of  jjornes. 
^  And   J?o   conquered    lie   on   crosse   •   as   conquerour 

noble ; 
]\Iy3t  no  deth  hym  fordo  •  ne  adown  brynge, 
That  he  ne  arcs  &  regned  •  and  rauysshed  helle.  52 

And  ))0  was  he  conquerour  called  •  of  quikke  &  of  ded, 
For  be  3af  Adam  &  Eue  •  and  other  mo  bhssc, 
]3at  longe  hadde  leyne  bifore  •  as  lucyferes  cherlcs. 
H  And  sith  he  ^af  largely  •  alle  his  lele  lyges  56 

Places  in  paradys  •  at  her  partynge  hennes, 
He  may  wel  be  called  conquerour  •  &  put  is  cryst  to 

mene. 
IF  Ac  pe  cause  fiat  he  cometh  jjus  •  with  crosse  of  his 

passiou», 
Is    to    wisscn   vs    pere-wyth.  •   jjat    Avhan    Jjat   we  ben 

tempted,  GO 


.S9.  frc]  &  free  0.  fidlij»ff'\  \:e 
fiillyug  B. 

40.  lyfulled  WCY]  yfullid  OB  ; 
yfolled  L. 

42.  to  (2)]  0  om. 

43.  And^  And  a  C. 

44.  {dide']  so  in  WCOBY  ;  dud  L. 

45.  lyf]  louge  lijf  O. 

46.  fended]  fende  hem  O  ;  feuden 
Y  ;  feudist  B  ;  defended  W. 

47. //Y>]   O  om.     in]  O  om.     {were 


WCYB]    wen-en     (sir)    O  ;    was    L. 
fals]  al  fals  O. 

.50.  cro.tse]  pe  crois  B. 

52.  ne  az-os]  naroos  W  ;  no  roo«  0 ; 
aros  CB. 

53.  called]  calle  C  ;  B  om. 

55.  leyne]   y-leyen  W.     Incyfere.t] 
lucifer  Y. 

56.  alle]  to  alle  B. 

59.  he]  C  om.     his^]  CYB  om. 

60.  \>at  (2)]  B  om. 


PASS.  XIX.] 


THE    OFFERINGS    OF    THE    MAGI. 
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]3er-with  to  fy3tc  &  fenden  vs  '  fro  fallyng  in-to  synuc, 

And  se  bi  his  sorwe  •  Jjat  who  so  loiieth  ioyo, 

To   pcnauncc   &   to   pouerte   •  he   inostc   putten   hyiu- 

seluen, 
And  moclie  wo  in  pis  worlde  ■  willen  &  suffren.  G-t 

IT  Ac  to  carpc  more  of  cryst  •  And  how  ho  come  to  pat 

name, 
Faithly  forto  speke  •  his  firste  name  was  iliesus. 
Tho  he  was  home  in  bethleem  •  as  Jje  boke  telleth, 
And  cam  to  take  mankynde  •  kynges  and  aungeles     G8 
Reuerenced  liym  faire  •  with  richesse  of  erthe. 
Angeles  out  of  heuene  •  come  knelyng  &  songe, 

Gloria  in  excelsis  deo,  ^-c. 
H  Kynges  come  after  •  kneled,  &  offred 
iSIirre  &  moche  golde  •  with-outen  mercy  askynge,      72 
Or   any  kynnes    catel   •   but    knowlechyng   hym    soe- 

ue?'eigne 
Bothe  of  sonde,  sonne,  &  see  •  &  sithenes  jjei  went 
In-to  her  kyngene  kyth  •  by  conseille  of  angeles. 
And  there  was  J^at  worde  fulfilled  •  pe  which  ))ow  of 

speke,  76 

Omnia  celestia,  terresfria,  Jiectanfur  in  hoc  no- 
mine Ihesu. 
For  alle  J)e  angeles  of  heuene  •  at  his  burth  kneled. 
And  al  ]je  witte  of  jje  worlde  •  was  in  ))o  fre  kynges  ; 
Eesou?i_&  [ri3twisnesse]  •  &  reuth  fei  offred, 
Wherfore  &  whi  ■  wyse  men  fat  tyme,  80 

Maistres  &  lettred  men  •  Magy  hem  called. 


that  he  vvlin 
loveth  joy  must 
suffer  wo. 


His  name  was 

.Jesus  at  firet. 


Angels  sung  to 

him. 

Lul<e  ii.  11. 

Kings  offered 
him  tlieir  gifts. 


[Fol.  82  b.] 


These  Magi 
offered  Hira 
reason, 

righteousness, 
and  ruth  ; 


61.  fenden']  defenden  W.  in-to']  to 
W.     syn7ie]  C  o?n.  (!) 

02.  se]se(]?rhitedso)W.  so]Bmii. 

64.  ?iw]  who  B  ;  0  om.  willen]  to 
willen  W. 

6.5.  Ac^  As  CB.  7nore]  B  om.  na7ue] 

C  07?l,. 

66.  Faithly]  Fei)j-fulli  B. 

69.  Reue?'enced]  Eeuerenseden  B. 
ric/iesse]  richesses  W. 

70.  out]  B  om. 


71.  C07ne]  f^at  come  W.  kneled] 
knel)'nge  OY  ;  and  kneliden  B. 

72.  moclie]  mylkyle  (!)  C. 

74.  sonde^  lond  W  ;  soule  B  ;  sonde 
and  COY.     see]  sehe  O. 

75.  her — hyth]  hir  kyngenelich  C ; 
hir  kyngenlith  Y  ;  ev]>e  kyngriche  B. 
angeles]  an  angel  B. 

76.  morde]  world  Y. 

79.  [^ri-^twisnesse  WOY]  ristf ulnesse 
LCB  ;  but  see  1.  84. 
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WHAT    INCENSE,    GOLD,    AND    MYRRH    SIGNIFV.      [PASS.  XIX. 


denoted  by 
incense, 


gold, 


and  myrrh. 


5r  That  0  kynge  cam  with  resou?z  •  keuered  vndyr  sense. 
]pe  secouiide  kynge  sitthe  •  sothliclie  oflfred 
Eijtwisnesse  vnder  red  golde  •  resouws  felawe.  84 

Golde  is  likiied  to  leuto  •  jsat  last  shal  euere, 
And  resouw  to  riche  golde  •  to  ri^te  &  to  treuthe. 
The  jjridde  kynge  po  cam  •  knelyng  to  ihe^u,  87 

And  presented  hym  with  pitee  •  apierynge  by  myrre  ; 
For  mirre  is  mercy  to  mene  •  &  mylde  speche  of  tonge. 
Thre  yliche  honest  J)inges  •  [were]  offred  jjus  at  ones, 
Jjorw  Jjre  kynne  kynges  '  knelynge  to  ihesu. 
Jesus  was  not  yet  IT  Ac  for  alle  JiisB  preciouse  presentz  •  owre  lorde  prynce 

a  king  or  a  . 

conqueror.  in£'6'US  J_i 

Was  neyther  kynge  ne  conquerour  •  til  he  gan  to  wexe 

In  pG  manere  of  a  man  •  &  jjat  by  moche  sleiglit ;         » 

Like  a  conqueror,  As  it  bicometh  a  coiiquerour  •  to  konne  many  sleightes, 

He  learnt  many 

sleights.  And  many  wyles  &  witte  ■  |iat  wil  ben  a  leder ;  96 

And  so  did  ihcsu  in  liis  daycs  '  who  so  liad  tyme  to 

telle  it. 
Sum  tyme  he  suffred  •  &  sum  tyme  he  hydde  hym  ; 
And  sum  tyme  he  fau3te  faste  •  &  fleigh  otherwhile. 
And  some  tyme  he  gaf  good  •  &  gmunted  helc  bothe, 
Lyf  &  lyme  •  as  hym  lyste,  he  wrought.  101 

As  kynde  is  of  a  conquerour  •  so  conised  ihesu, 
Tyl  he  had  alle  hem  •  J?at  he  fore  bledde. 
^  In  his  iuuente  pis  ihesus  •  atte  iuwen  fcste,  104 


He  wrought 
miracles. 


82.  ol  of  (!)  Y;  on  B. 

83.  sitthe]  ek  CB  ;  ech  Y.  soth- 
lioJie']  soi{)li  he  B. 

8-1.  m-^twisnesse']  Riitfulnesse  B. 
7'cd'\  B  om. 

85.  Golde']  For  gold  W.  Icute] 
beaute  B.     last]  fast  Y. 

86.  W  omits. 

87.  po]  CB  om. 

88.  2^>'''S'^nted']  p7'«sente  C.  apier- 
ynge] apperynge  WO  ;  Rppaieryug  Y  ; 
a  pilgrym  (!)  B.     hy]  to  C. 

on,  91.  Thre  yliche^  f^ise  {^ree  y- 
li]<no  B.  n-ere  —  kytiges]  CB  omit. 
In-cre  WOY]  was  L. 


92.  j7rynee]  kyng  W. 

94.  \}e]  {jise  B.     moche']  muchel  W. 

95.  sleightes]  wills  B. 

96.  wyles — iritte]  sotile  wittis  B. 

97.  ihesn]  lohan  B.  Jiad]  holdiJ3 
B.     to]  B  0}>i. 

98.  Sinn]  So  l^at  B. 

99.  fcigh]  fledd  C  ;  pleiej^  B. 

100.  good]  gold  B.     helc]  hile  B. 

102.  a]  B  om.     so]  and  so  Y. 

103.  had]  baddo  C. 

104.  iuuetite]  luuontoeWY;  Inno- 
cence CB.  atte]  at  WC  ;  at  pe  Y. 
iiuren]  lewne  C  ;  luen  O. 


PASS.  XIX.]       JESUS    EARXS    THE    NAMES    DO-WELL    AND    DO-BET.  349 

"Water  iu-to  wyn  tourned  ■  iis  lioly  ■\viit  telletli,  }re  tumeii water 

And  fere  bigan  god  •  of  his  grace  to  dowel.  bei^-an  to  do- 

For  wyn  is  lykned  to  laAve  •  &  lyf  of  holynesse  ; 

And  lawe  lakked  jjo  •  for  men  loiied  nou3t  her  enemys. 

And  cryst  conseilleth  fus  •  &  comaundeth  bothe,     109 

Bothe  to  lered  &  to  lewed  •  to  louye  owre  enemys. 

So  atte  feste  firste  •  as  I  bifore  tolde,  at  the  feast  in 

Bygan  god,  of  his  grace  •  &  goodnesse,  to  dowel :      112 

And  f)o  was  he  cleped  &  called  •  nou3t  holy  cryst,  but 

Ihe^'u, 
A  faunt  fyn,  f ul  of  witte  •  Jiliiis  marie. 
H  For  bifor  his  moder  marie  •  made  he  bat  wonder,  '"  t'le  presence 

of  Mary. 

)?at  she  furste  &  formest  •  ferme  shulde  bilieue,         IIG 

That  he  Jjorw  grace  was  gete  •  &  of  no  gome  elles.  [Foi.  ss.] 

He  wrou3t  j^at  bi  no  watte  •  but  Jjorw  words  one, 

After   pG   kynde    fat   he    come   of  •   fere    comsed   he 

dowel. 
And  whan  he  was  w^oxen  more  •  in  his  moder  absence,    Next  He  wrougia 

TT  11  1  o  1  111  1     many  miracles. 

He  made  lame  to  lepe  •  &  ^aue  li3te  to  blynde,  121 

And  fedde  with  two  fisshes  •  &  with  fyue  loues 

Sore  afyngred  folke  •  mo  fan  fyue  thousande. 

pns  he  conforted  earful  •  &  cau3te  a  gretter  name,    124  and  caught  a 

II,  greater  name, 

pe  whiche  was  do  bet  •  where  fat  he  w^nt.  viz.  do-bet. 

For  defe  f  orw  his  doynges  to  here  •  &  dombe  speke  he 

niade, 
And  alle  he  heled  &  halpe  •  fat  hym  of  grace  asked. 
And  f  0  w'as  he  called  in  contre  •  of  f  e  comime  peple, 

100.  ffl]  CYB  om.  120.  was  Tvoxen']  woxen  w.as  W. 

107.  of]  W  o»i,.  121.  lame']  lame  men  B. 

109.  pvs]  vs  GOBY,     coinanndeth]  123.  afyngred^    ahimgerd  C  ;    fiiul 
comaunde  C.  hungrid  B.    fyue]  a  CY.     mn — thoii- 

110.  Bothe]  W  om.  sande]  fyvie  fiowsan  and  mo  B. 

111.  atte]  at  ]^e  COY;  {^at  pe  B;          124.  ea}ful]   ^e  careful  B.     a]   Y 
at  l^at  (prhited  the)  W.  07n.     gretter]  gret  B. 

113.  ]}o]  f300  O  ;  fianne  W.     clcjyed  126.  defe]  deef  CY  ;  deefe  0  ;  deue 

^']  W  om.  cryat]  chirche  CB.  Crowley  W ;  deefe  men  B.      porw — doytige.s] 

has — not  only  clirist  but  Jesu.  he   made   B.      sjJeJ/e  —  made]    speke 

117.  of]  CBY  om..  made  C  ;  to  speke  B. 

119.  \)erc]  the  Y.     coinsed]  bygan  127.  he]  B  om. 

C. 
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CHRIST  S    JOYFUL    RESUnRECTION. 


[pass.  XIX. 


Then  was  He 

called  the  Son  of 
David. 

1  Sam.  xviii.  7. 


None  was  so 
wortliy  as  He  to 
be  kin". 


The  .lews  then 
enieififd  Him, 


Fur  Tpe  deJes  pat  he  did  •  fili  dauid,  iltesiis !  129 

For  dauid  was  dou3tiest  •  of  dedes  in  his  tyine, 

The  berdes  ]30  songe  •  Said  interfecit  rniUe,  et  dauid 

decern  niiliu  ; 
For-Jji  Jje  contra  pere  iheau  cam  •  called  hj'm  fili  dauid, 
And  nempned  hym  of  nazereth  •  &  no  man  so  worthi 
To  be  kaisere  or  kynge  •  of  ])e  kyngedome  of  ijida,    134 
jSTe  oner  iuwes  iustice  •  as  ihe^us  was,  he??r  j30U3te. 
IT   Where-of  caiphas   hadde    enuye   •   &    other   of   Jie 

iewes, 
And  forto  done  hym  to  deth  •  day  &  nyjte  ])ei  casten  ; 
KuUeden  hym  on-crosse-wyse  •  at  calaarie  on  fryday, 
And    sithen    bnryden    his  body  •   &  beden    fat    men 

sholde 
and  watched  His    KepcH  It  fi'o  nijt-comeres  •  with  knyjtes  y-armed,     140 

body, 

For  no  frendes  shulde  hym  fecche  •  for  prophetes  he»i 

tolde, 
)3at  ))at  blessed  body  •  of  burieles  shulde  rise, 
And  gone  in-to  galile  •  and  gladen  his  a^iostles, 
And  his  moder  Marie  •  )3us  men  bifore  denied.  1 44 

IT  The  kny3tes  Jjat  kepten  it  •  biknewe  it  hem-seluen, 
}5at  angcles  &  archangeles  •  ar  pe  day  spronge, 
Come    knelynge  to    fje  corps  •  &  songen,  christus  re- 

surgPMS 
Vcrrey   man  bifor   Item   alle   •  &   forth   with  hem   he 

3ede.  148 

IT  The  iewes  preyed  hem  pees  •  &  bisou3te  ))e  kny3tes 

And    killiden    B. 


lest  He  should 
rise  again. 


Angels  sans  at 
His  resurrection. 


129.  fill — ihesns]  ihesn  fill  dauid 
GOBY. " 

130.  hh']  B  im. 

1.31.  het-dci]  burde.s  W  ;  birdes  Y  ; 
byrdes  C  ;  burges  B.  \,v']  tliat  GOBY. 
Saxd]  Sal  CB. 

1.S2.  For-yi']  For  B. 

134.  imla'\  lude  G  ;  ludee  B. 

135.  i\1?]  Aud  be  B.  instice']  Jus- 
tices C.     ihcmiit]  B  om. 

137.  done']  done  or  dou/i  L  ;  doon 
WGY ;  don  B  ;  do  0 ;  cf.  gone  in  1. 
143. 


138.    Kvllcdcii] 
on  (2)]  on  ]pe  B. 

140.  y-armpd']  armed  Y. 

142.  Uess^cd:]  blisful  G  ;  bisseful 
(.«/>)  B.     shulde  rtsif\  risen  sholde  W. 

144.  men']  f^ei  B. 

145.  it  (1)]  so  in  W  and  Crowley  ; 
hym  GOBY,  hem-seluen]  hvm-sehie 
CB. 

147.  Come]  Gomen  kynlyn  (I)  B. 
eorps]  corees  G  ;  cors  B. 

148.  in/in]  men  (sic)  WO. 
14'.).  jiers]  be  pees  W. 


PASS.   XIX.]  THE    INCREDULITY    OF    TUOMAS.  351 

'J'rllc  pe  comune  Jjat  Ipera  cam  •  a  compaignye  of  liis  tiic  Jews  bade 

,  the  soldiers  say 

apOStelCS,  His  Iwdy  was 

And  bymcclied  hem  as  fei  woke  •  &  awey  stolen  it.        ^'°''''"" 
IT  Ac  ]\Iane  Masdeleyne  •  mette  hym  bi  be  wey,        152  u^tMary 

°  -^  -  r  J'  Ma;,'daleii  saw 

Goynge  toward  galile  *  in  godlied  &  manlied,  Him  aiive. 

And  lyues  &  lokynge  •  &  she  aloude  cryde,  it ; 

In  eche  a  conipaignye  fere  she  cam  ■  christus  resurriens! 
Jpus  cam  it  out  ]jat  cryst  ouer-cam  •  rekeuered  &  lyued  ; 

Sic  oportet  christian  imti,  Sf  intrare,  ^'c.  ;  Luke  xxiv.  ic. 

For  [f>at]  fat  wo??mien  witeth  •  may  nou3te  wel  be  con-  for  what  a  woman 

.  1 1      ,  1  -  rr    knows  is  no 

Seille  !  l07    eecret. 

^  Peter  perceyued  al  j^is  ■  &  p2/rsued  after, 

Bothe  iames  &  lohan  •  Ihesu  for  to  seke,  [FoI.  8 ;  &.] 

Tadde  &  ten  mo  •  with  Thomas  of  ymde.  160 

And  as  alle  Jjise  wise  wyes  •  weren  togideres,  His  apostles 

In  an  hous  al  bishette  •  &  her  dore  y barred,  a  closed  house, 

Cryst  cam  in,  &  al  closed  •  bothe  dore  &  3ates,  ^imein.'"" 

To  peter  &  to  his  apostcles  '  and  seyde^x/a;  vohis  I  164 

And  toke  Thomas  by  Jje  hande  •  and  tau3te  hym  to 

grope, 
And  fele  with  his  fyngres  •  his  flesshelich  herte.  Thomas  touched 

and  knew  Him. 

51  Thomas  touched  it  •  &  with  his  tonge  seyde, 

'  Dexis  mens  ^-  domimis  mens.  .lohn  xx.  28. 

Tliow  art  my  lorde,  I  bileue  •  god,  lorde  \\\es\\ !         108 
}pow  deydest  &  deth  |)oledest  •  and  deme  shalt  vs  alle  ! 
And    now   art    lyuynge    &   lokynge    •    &    laste    shalt 
euere  ! ' 

150.  TelW]  to  telle  B.     \;e  comune]  1C2.  bishette']    bi.set  C ;   bisetto  Y. 
0  om.     cam]  coomen  0.                             yharred]    so   in  W  ;    j^sperrede  CY  ; 

151.  as]  ar  B.     it]  hym  B.  yspered  O  ;  I-spord  B  ;  Crowley  has 
151.  lyttes]  so  in  W  ;  on  lyue  O  ;  a      barred. 

lyue  Y  ;  lymes  CB.     she]  so  CBY.  163.  S']  ^o  in  W  ;  COBY  om. ;  hut 

155.  C  and  B  ai-e  eomqit  here.  cf.  C-Text. 

157.  [{pfli^WCOBY]  Lfl77i.    TvitetJi]  164.  Jiis]piseW;  \>e  B. 
witethes  (!)  C.     conseille]  couuseille  165.  grope]  grappe  C. 

W  ;  counseil  CYB  ;  couwceyl  0.  168.  god]  my  god  W.     god  lorde] 

158.  perceyued]  perceyues  C.  ray  lord  god  B. 

160.  Tadde']  so  in  COB;  Thaddee  169.  shalt]  shal  B. 

W  ;  Thadde  Y.  170.  shall]  schalt  J>ou  0. 

161.  as]  B  om.     wyes]  men  B. 


352 


CHRIST    TEACHES    DO-BEST. 


[pass.  XIX. 


Christ  blessed 
Thomas, 


and  those  still 
more  who  believe 
without  sight. 


John  XX.  29. 


Tlien  He  taught 
DO-BEST. 


Mat.  sviii.  28. 

He  gave  His 
apostles  power  to 
bind  and  unbind. 


He  ascended  into 
heaven. 


He  shall  judge  .ill 
men  at  Doom's- 
day." 


IT  Crist  carped  Jianne  •  and  ciirteislich  seyde, 
'  Thomas,  for  ]>ow  trowest  pis  •  &  trewliche  bileuest  it, 
Blessed  mote  jjow  be  •  &  be  shalt  for  euere.  173 

And  blessed  mote  pei  alle  be  *  in  body  &  in  soule. 
That  neuere  shal  se  me  in  si3te  •  as  ]?o\v  doste  noutbe. 
And  lellich  bileuen  al  fis  •  I  loue  hem  &  blesse  hem ; 

Beati  qui  non  viderunt,  \et  C7'ediderunt,']  ^-c' 
H  And  -whan  Jiis  dede  was  done  •  dobest  he  taujte. 
And  3af  Pieres  power  •  and  pardou?i  he  graunted 
To  alle  manere  men  •  mercy  &  for^yfnes,  179 

Hym  my^te  men  to  assoille  •  of  alle  manere  synnes, 
In  couenant  pat  pei  come  •  &  knowleche  to  paye. 
To  pieres  pardon  pe  plowman  •  redde  quod  dehes. 
IT  Thus  hath  pieres  powere  •  be  his  2^ardon»  payed, 
To  bynde  &  to  vnbynde  •  bothe  here  &  eUes-[where], 
And  assoille  men  of  alle  synnes  •  sane  of  dette  one.  185 
^  Anone  after  an  heigh  •  vp  in-to  heuene 
He  went,  &  wonyeth  jjcre  •  &  wil  come  atte  laste, 
And  rewarde  hym  rijte  wel  •  jjat  reddit  quod  debet — 
Payeth  parfitly  •  as  pure  trewthe  wolde.  189 

And   what   persone    payeth  it  nou3t  •  j^unysshen    lie 

fiinketh. 
And  demen  hem  at  domes  daye  •  bothe  quikke  &  ded, 
J3e  gode  to  fe  godhede  •  &  to  grete  ioye,  192 

And  wikke  to  Avonye  •  in  wo  with-outen  ende." 


172.  hi/ei/esf^  leuest  0. 
17").  f:hnl  .'*<']  seien  B. 
17G.    [^■^'  crcdldcrvnt  COBY]    LW 
om. 

178.  he']  hym  B. 

179.  meti]  of  men  C. 

180.  Hym. — to']  His  power  mj-jte 
men  Y  ;  He  my^t  me?i  B.  {These  tiro 
readings  are  simpler,  yet  ])vohahlij 
not  genuine.)  7tien]'W  om.  ;  02)laces 
it  after  assoille.     synnes]  synne  W. 

181.  hnon-leche]  so  in  O  ;  know- 
liche  CY  ;  knouleche  B  ;  ajyparently 
nnlswrltten  knewleche  in  L  ;  knewe- 
liched  W. 

183.  hath]  <dom.     he]  liyAV;  l.i  B. 


18i.  to  (2)]  WCOBY  om.  {^ii-here 
WCOBY]  L  omits,  hut  the  line  is 
marhed ;  els  where  in  Crowley. 

18.5.  a.<tsoinc]  soilled  C.  alle]  CB 
om. 

18(i. 
hya  0. 


an    heigh]    on   heigh    B ;    on 
in-to]    in-to    \:e  Y ;    to  the 


CB. 

187.  n-il]    wo    (put  for   wol)    B. 
atte]  at  j^e  WOB  ;  at  CY. 

188.  And]  L  has  And  wil  ;  ?j>it  wil 
should  be  omitted,  as  in  WCOBY. 

189.  rnyeth]  And  \)ayc\>  O. 

191.  hem]  hym  COB."    at]  a  CY. 
19:?.  7r(7J«']  Vikkedc  ^VCOBY. 


PASS.  XIX.J  TUE    DESCENT    OF    THE    HOLY    GUOST.  353 

]Xi3  conscience  of  crist  •  &  of  po  crosse  carped, 

And  conseilled  me  to  knclc   jjer-to   •  &  fanne   coiue, 

me  ]50U3te,  195 

One  splritus  paradlius  •  to  pieres  &  to  his  felawcs  ;         The  sijiiit 
In  lylcncsse  of  a  li3tnynge  •  ho  lyjtc  on  hem  alle,  ami  his  leiiows." 

And  made  licm  konne  &  knowe  *  alkyn  langages. 
I  wondred  wliat  pat  was  •  &  Avagged  conscience, 
And  was  afered  of  the  lyjte  •  for  iii  lyres  lyknesse  200        [FoLft.] 
Spirltus  i^ara/ditm  •  oner-spradde  hem  alle. 

^  Quod  conscience,  &  knekd  •  "  Jjis  is  crystes  messager,  "Thisischiisfs 
And  cometh  fro  ]>q  grete  god  •  &  g?-aoe  is  his  name.         said  conscience. 
Knele  now,"  qiiodi  conscience  ■  "  &  if  pow  canst  synge, 
"Welcome  hym  &  worshipe    liym  •  with  veni,  creator 

sjnritusy  205 

^    Thanne   songe   I    fat    songe    •    and    so   did   many 

hundreth, 
And  cryden  with  conscience  ■  "  help  vs,  god  of  grace  !"  Grace  counsels 
And  J)anne  higan  grace  •  to  go  with  piers  plowman, 
And   conseilled   hym    &    conscience    •    fe    comuno    to 

sompne,  209 

"  For  I  Avil  dele  to-dayc  •  &  dyuyde  grace,  bestowing  gifts  of 

To  alkynnes  crea'ures  •  fat  [han]  her  fyue  wittes, 
Tresore  to  lyue  hy  •  to  her  lyues  ende,  212 

And  Avepne  to  fy3te  Avith  •  fat  wil  nem-e  faille. 
For  antecryst  &  his  •  al  f  e  worlde  shal  greue,  against  the  power 

,      .    .  p  ,     ,  of  Antichrist. 

And  acombre  pe,  conscience  •  but  it  cryst  f  e  lielpe. 

%  And  fals  prophetes  fele  •  flatereres  &  glosers         216 

Shullen  come  &  be  curatoures  •  oner  kynges  &  erHs, 

And  pryde  shal  be  pope  '  prynce  of  holycherche,  For  pritie  shan 

Coueytyse  &  vnkyndenesse  •  cardinales  hym  to  lede. 

194.  Jse]  0  0???.  repetition  of  Ai\(\w(^^nQ,  kc.     Wand 

195.  come']  cam  WOY  ;  com  CB.  Crowley  retain  this passaqe. 
200.  the]  \jatGYB.   iT/hiesse]  light-  215.  pe  (2)]  Cvowley  omits. 

nessse  W.  216.  fele]  fell  in  Crowloy. 

206.  and]  W  om.  218.    '  prynee]      and     prince      In 

210.  djiu'jde^  ^vue  diuine  W.  Crowley. 

211.  (han  WCOYB]  kan  L.  210.  "%m]  hem  in  Crowley. 
213—220.    COBY   omit,   oiving  to 

23 


3oi 


THE    DIVEUS    GIFTS    OF    THE    SPIRIT. 


[pass.  XIX. 


The  gifts  of  the 
Spirit ; 


Wit  and 
eloquence ; 


li.indicrafta 


matliematics 
)).liiitin,' ; 
forcliiiowlcdg 

astronomy ; 


stron'^ih  to  do 
justice; 


Tor-Jji,"  qnoil  grace,  "  cr  I  go  •  I  wil  gyue  30\v  trosore, 
And    wepne    to    fi3to    "with    •    wliau    antecryst    30W 

assaillutli."  221 

And  gaf^cjie  man  a  grace  •  to  gye  with  hymseluen, 
That  ydelnesse  encomhre  hym  nou3t  ■  envye  ne  pryde,  - 

Dluisiones  graciarum  sunt,  <^-c. 
^  Some  lie  3af  wytte  •  with  wordes  to  shewe,  224 

Witte  to  Avynne  her  lyflode  with  •  as  pe  Avorlde  asketh, 
As  p/'(?choures  &  p?-estes  •  &  prentyce[s]  of  lawe, 
}?ei  lelly  to  lyue  ■  by  lahoure  of  tonge, 
And  bi  witte   to  wissen  other  •  as  grace  hem  wolde 

teche.  '  228 

^  And  some  he  kenned  crafte  •  &  kunnynge  of  syjte. 
With  sellyng  &  buggynge  •  her  bylyf  to  wynne, 
And  some  he  lered  to  laboure  •  a  lelc  lyf  &  a  trewe, 
And  sonime  he  tau3te  to  tilie  *  to  dyche  &  to  thecche, 
To  wynne  Avith  her  lyflode  •  by  lore  of  his  techynge. 
And  some  to  dyuyne  &  diuide  •  noumbres  to  kenne  ; 
And  some  to  compas  craftily  *  &  colonrcs  to  make ; 
And  some  to  se  &  to  saye  •  what  shuldc  bifalle,       236 
Bothe  of  wel  &  of  wo  *  telle  it  or  it  felle, 
As  Astronomyenes  forw  astronomye  '  &  philosophres 

wyse. 
^  And  some  to  ryde  &  to  rccoeurc  •  pat  vnrijtfully  was 

"woniie  ; 
He  wissed  hem  wynne  it  a3cyne  •  ])orw  wightnessc  of 


handes, 

221.  anfecn/sQ  any  cvistyne  CB. 

222.  ecJie']  O  om.  f/yc']  gide  W; 
go  COY  ;  goo  B  ;  but  Crowley  has 
guide. 

224.  iro7-(h's']  is  wordis  B. 

225.  Witte']  Wi>  B.  her']  his  Y. 
fcorlde]  werk  0. 

22G.  2}>'cniijces]   Prentices  WCOY  ; 
p/v'ncis  B  ;  miswrltten  p/'^ntycc  in  L. 
227.  hy]  ]>0T\^  O  ;  by  a  B.   • 

229.  he]  B  om.     crofte]  craftis  B. 

230.  biif/;ji/nr/e]  byggynge  CYB. 
^!/hf]  bilyiie  WC  ;  bileue  Y  ;  bileue 


210 

(^altered  to  biliue)  O  ;  lillode  B. 

231.  a  (2)]  COB  om. 

232.  thecche]  hegge  COBY. 

234.  to  (1)]  BY  om.  noitmbrcs] 
membres  C  ;  meubris  B. 

236.  S'l  ^nd  som  C  ;  &  su/«mc  OB, 
shiihlc]  sliulle  B. 

238.  S-]  on  0. 

239.  <5-]  &  som  YB.  rnr'iT^ffuUi/] 
wrongfully  W. 

240.  n-isiscd]  wissem  (!)  B.  n-i/iinc] 
to  Wynne  AVF>.  9vif/htnei>sc]  wight- 
wisuessc  Y  ;  witnesse  CB. 


PASS.  XIX.]  GK.VCE    .M.VKES    IMERS    IIIS    rLOUGUMAX.  355 

^  And  fecclicii  it  fro  fals  men  •  with  foluylcs  lawcs.  [FoLsk,.]' 

And  some  lie  Icrcd  to  lyuc  •  in  longynge  to  ben  liennes, 

In  pouerte  &  in  peiiaunce  •  to  prevx  for  alle  crysteuc.       viaycr; 

^  ^  '■      "  "  trutli  aiiJ  love. 

And  alle  lie  lered  to  be  lele  •  &  eclie  a  craftc  loue 
other,  244 

And  forbad  hem  alle  debate  •  pat  none  were  amonge 
hem. 

"Thowgh  some  be  clenner   ban  so/ume  •  30    se  wel,"  "Let  none  be 

envious,"  said 
qiiod  grace,  Grace. 

"  J3at  he  fat  vseth   fe  fairest  crafte  •  to  J3C  foulest  I 

couth  haue  put  hym, 
Jjhilceth  alle,"  q^od  grace  *  "  pat  grace  cometh  of  my 

3ifte;  ■  248 

loke   bat  none  lakke  other  •  but  loueth   alle  as  bre-  "  Let  none  blame 

othcis. 

theren. 
^  Aiid  who   pat  moste   maistries  can  •  be  myldest  of 

berynge, 
^Vnd    crouneth   conscience    kynge  •   &    maketh  crafte  Make  conscience 

your  king. 

jowre  stuward, 
And  after  craftes  conseille  •  clotheth  30W  &  fede.      252 
For  I  make  pieres_J»e  plowman  •  my  procuratour  &  my 

reve, 
And  Eegystrere  to  receyuc  •  redde  quod  debes. 
My  prowor  &  my  plowman  •  Piers  shal  ben  on  erthe,       Myiiiowmaa 
And  for  to  tulye  treuthe  •  a  teme  shal  he  haue."       256 
^  Grace  gaue  Piers  a  teme  •  foure  gret  oxen  :  Grace  gives  Piers 

four  oxen, 

}?at  on  Avas  Luke,  a  large  beste  •  and  a  lowe-chered, 

2il.  foluijlcs]    so   in   W ;    foluiles  251.     crounetli]     crowned     CBY  ; 

COY  ;  forluylis  B.  crowne  0.   oiiaheth]  maked  CB  ;  make 

243.  for  alle]  fol  (!)  C.  0. 

244:.  lele]   lee  B.     a  crufte\   craft  252.  C  omits,      clotheth']  cloj^e  B. 

to  B.  fedo]  fedejj  O. 

245.  debate]  debatis  B.  255.  p7-o)for]  so  in  W  ;   prowcoM/* 

247.  /]  B  oin.  Y  ;  pro\vyo«r  0  ;  plough  B  ;  plowght 

248.  CBY  07nit.  C;  purveo?/rC2  ;  Crowley /wsprouisor. 

249.  Zoke]    Loke>  W.     none]  no  256.  tnlye]  tilie  WCOBY. 
Y  ;  no  man  W.    loueth]  loue  C  ;  Y  o?ii.  257.  foure]  of  foure  W. 

250.  7vho]  Jici  B.     can]  konne  CY  ;  258.  a  lorve-chcred]   of  lowe  chere 
ku«ne  B.     be  mi/ldcst]  be)?  mylde  B.  B. 


13G 


FOUR 


JXEX,    FOUR    STOTS,    AND    FOUR    SEEDS.       [PASS.  XIX. 


Matthew,  Mark, 
Luke,  aiiJ  Jolin ; 


an  1  fuiir  "  stots," 


Austin,  Ambrose, 
Gregory,  and 
Jerome ; 


and  also  four 
seeds,  viz.  the 
cardinal  virtues. 


Tlie  first  is  the 
Spirt  of 
Prudence; 


the  seconii,  of 
Temperance ; 


which  protects 
men  against  all 
excesses ; 


And   maike,    &   matliew    jje   ]?rydde  •  niyglity   bestes 

bothe,  259 

And  ioigned  to  bem  one  lob  an  •  most  gentil  of  alle, 
)5e  prys  nete  of  Piers  plow  •  passyng  alle  otber. 
^    And   grace  gaue  pieres   •   of   his  goodnessc,   foiire 

stottis, 
Al  pat  bis  oxen  eryed  •  fey  to  banve  after.  2G3 

On  by3te  Austyne  •  &  arabrose  an-otber, 
Gregori  J?e  grete  clerke  •  &  lerome  j)e  gode ; 
jjise  foure,  J)e  feithe  to  teche  •  fohveth  pieres  tcnio, 
And  liarAved  in  an  bandwbile  •  al  lioly  scriptnre,       2G7 
Wytb  two  barwes  pat  pei  badde  •  an  olde  &  a  neAve, 

Id  est,  vetiis  testamentum  ^  nouv.m. 
^  And  grace  gaue  greynes  •  fe  cardynales  vertues, 
And  sewe  [hem]  in  mannes  soule  •  &  sitben  be  tolde 

ber  names. 
Spiritas  prudencie  '  \g  firste  seed  byjte, 
And  wbo  so  eet  pat  •  ymagyne  be  sbulde,  272 

Ar  be  did  any  dede  •  deuysc  wel  pe  ende ; 
And  lerned  men  a  ladel  bngge  •  witb  a  longe  stele, 
)3at  cast  for  to  kepe  a  crokke  •  to  saue  pe  fatte  abouen. 
^  Tbe  secounde  seed  bi^te  •  spirltiis  femperandc.     27G 
He  pat  ete  of  pat  seed  *  badde  sucbe  a  kynde, 
Sbulde  neuere  mete  ne  mocbcl  drynke  •  make  bywi  to 

swelle, 
Xe   sbolde  no  scorner  ne  scolde  •  outc  of   skyl  bym 

brynge, 


2G0.  most:]  the  most  CBY. 
2r)2.  stottis']  grete  stottes  CB. 

263.  pey]  hem  0.     harirc]  harwcn 
itB. 

264.  anihrose  an-othcr]  ano};er  am- 
brose  B. 

265.  lerome]  Ierom3'e  Y. 

267.  an]  Y  om. 

268.  Oil]  andB.    Id  est]  COV.Y  om. 
2()!).  rurdijnides]  so  in  COY  ;  car- 

dynals  B  ;  C'ardynal  W. 

270.  seire]  .suwen  Y  ;  swee  {sic)  C. 


Ihcm  WC2]  it  LCOBY.     Jic]   COBY 
om. 

273.  did — dcde]  deide  any  deej; 
W.    dcin/se  trel]  aii3'se  hym  wel  of  B. 

274.  lulel]  lady  (!)  Y.  bur/ffe] 
hvgge  CB  ;  to  higgo  0. 

"  275.  ]^at]  To  O  ;  And  W. 

276—355.  Ifere  the  Oriel  MS.  has 
lost  a  leaf.  This  j)assafj/e  is  collated 
with  C2. 

277.  hadde]  it  had  C2. 

27l>.  sholde]  W  om. 


PASS,  xrs.]    ruuDENci:,  tempekance,  foPxTitude,  an'd  justice.     357 

"No  wynnynge  ne  weltlie  •  of -worLlJiIulicbc  ricchv?s.5e  2?0 

"Waste  worde  of  ydelnesse  •  ne  wykked  speclie  meue ; 

Shulde  uo  curyous  clotlie  •  comen  on  liys  rugge, 

Ke  no  mete  in  his  mouth  •  fat  maister  lohan  spiced.  [FoI.  s:..] 

^  The  thridde  seed  bat  Pieres  eewe  •  Avas  spiritus  for-  t'>e  tiiird,  the 

Spirit  of 
titluUnis.  284    Fui-titude, 

And  who  so  cct  of  pat  seed  •  hardy  was  eure. 
To  sufFre  al  j^at  god  sent  •  sykenesse  Sz  angres ; 
]My3te  no  lesynge  ne  lyere  •  ne  losse  of  worklely  catel 
Maken  hym  for  any  nio?<rnynge  •  fat  he  nas  merye  in 
soule,  288 

And  bolde  &  abydynge  •  Lismcres  to  suff're, 

And  phiycth  al  with  pacyence  '  &  parce  michi,  domine,  which  confers 
And  couered  hym  vnder  conseille  •  of  catou/z  fe  wyse  ; 
Esto  forti  cadmo,  cum  sis  damjmatus  tnique.  292  nion.  Cato;  nisi. 

ii.  14. 

IT  The  fierthe  seed  fat  pieres  sewe  •  was  spiritus  iusticic,  the  fomth  of 

And  he  fat  eet  of  fat  seed  *  shulde  he  euere  trewe 

"With  god,  &  nou3t  agast  •  but  of  gyle  one. 

For  gyle  goth  so  pryuely  •  fat  good  fiiith  other-while 

May  nou3te  ben  aspyed  •  for  spirit  as  iusticie.  297 

%  Spjirifu's^usticie  •  spareth  nou3te  to  spilie  which  punishes 

Ilem  fat  ben  gulty  •  &  forto  correcte 

J5e  Kynge,  3if  be  falle  •  in  gylte  or  in  trespasse.        300 

For  counteth  he  no  kynges  wratthe  •  whan  he  in  courte 

sitteth 
To  demen  as  a  domes  man ;  •  adradde  was  he  neure,        and  is  afraid 

.  .  oil  p    T      1  1  11  1  neither  of  dulie 

JNoither  01  duke  ne  oi  deth  •  fat  he  ne  dede  fe  lawe,       nor  of  death. 
For  present  or  for  preyere  •  or  any  prynces  lettres  ;  304 

280.  CC2BY  oni.     icovldeliclie']  see         288.  nas]  ne  was  B. 

1,  287.  291.     couered']      coueren     CC2Y  ; 

281.  Waste]   Wat  B.      ne']   ne  no      couere)?  B. 

CBY.  2y.3.    fierthe]    so    in    CB  ;     ferfe 

282.  rugge']  ryggeC  ;  rigge  CzB.         WC2Y. 

285.  so]  W  om.     7vas]  was  he  \V  ;  291.  evere]  neuere  B. 
he  was  B.  297.  asjjyed]  espied  W. 

286.  sykenesse']  &  siknesse  Y.  300.  in  (2)]  in  ony  C2. 

287.  lesynge]    lesynges  WCCzBY.  301.  counteth]  a-counte)j  B. 
no  lyere]   no  her  (!)  C  ;  hj^m  clere  B.  303.  Jje]' WCC2BY  om. 
worldely]  wordly  0  ;  no  B. 
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FIERS    BUILDS    THE    HOUSE    OF    UNITY.  [pASS.  XIS, 


The  harrow  ia 
tlie  law. 


Weeds  arc  like 
Tices. 


to  build  a  tiarn. 


Piers  asks  for 
wood, 


and  receives  the 
ci-oss  of  Christ. 


[Pol.  85  &.] 


He  builds  the 
)iouse  of  Unity. 


Ho  (ledc  cqnite  to  alle  •  oiicne  fortli  his  powcre. 

H  Tliise  foi\re  sedes  pieres  sewe  *  and  sitthe  he  did  hem 

harwe 
"Wyth  olde^lawe  and  nevre  lawe  •  ]7at  loue  mjjte  tvcxc 
Araonge  ))e  foure  vertues  •  and  vices  destroye.  308 

^  For  comunelich  in  contrees  •  kammokes  &  wedes 
Fouleth  fe  fruite  in  fe  fekle  •  Jiere  pei  groAve  togydercs ; 
And  so  don  vices  '  vertues  ■worthy. 
Quod  Piers,  "  harweth  alle  ))at  kunneth  kynde  wittc  • 

hi  conseille  of  fis  doctours,  312 

And  tulyeth  after  her  tech}^^ge  •  fe  cardinals  vertues." 
^  "  Ajeines  yi  groynes,"  q?wd  gi'ace  *  "  higynneth  for  to 

Ordeigme  fe  an  hous,  Piers  •  to  hcrbenve  in  f)i  comes." 
U  "  By  god !    grace,"  qtiod   Piers   •  "  30  moten   gj'uc 

tymhre,  316 

And  ordeyne  Jjat  hous  •  ar  ^e  hennes  wende." 
^  And  grace  gaue  hym  fte  crosse  *  "with  fe  croune  of 

)>ornes, 
That  cryst  vpon  caluarye  •  for  mankynde  on  pyned, 
And  of  his  haptesme  &  hlode  ■  fiat  he  hledde  on  Ilodc 
He  made  a  maner  morter  •  &  mercy  it  hi3tc.  321 

And  j5c/-e-Tvith  gr«ce  bigan  •  to  make  a  good  founde- 

ment, 
And  -watteled  it  and  \valled  it  •  -with  his  peynes  &  his 

passiouji, 
And  of  al  holywrit  •  he  made  a  rofe  after,  324 

And  called  pat  hous  vnito  •  holicherche  on  englisshc. 


308.  ],c1  ]>o  W. 

o09.  comii ncli cJi'}  comxinesY.  hxm- 
mohes]  calokes  B. 

.S12.  Jainneth']  konne)?  W  ;  konne 
CC2Y  ;  kuwne  B.  hjndc'\  kyndly 
CC2BY. 

313.  tnlycth']  tilioMVCiYB  ;  telles 
C.     her\  his  C;   JjIs  Ca.     \e\  B  om. 

314.  p?]  \i\  {j^rlnted  thei  in  2nd 
fd.)  W.  grace']  g)-ace  to  Piers  CBYC2. 
higynneth  for  to]  pat  y\  grcyne]}  B. 


315.  Pters]  CBY  o?». ;  Jj  Jinx  qvod 
Piers,  Tclierc  qwod  is  n-ronglg  repeated 
from  1.  31G.  comes']  so  in  WB  ;  corne 
CC2Y. 

31G.  god']  goddis  {ivronghj)  B. 
moten]  most  CB. 

317.  n-e7ide]  wente  B. 

323.  n-atteled]  watlede  W  ;  watled 
CC2Y  ;  watrid  B,    jjct/iics]  peyne  W. 

32-i.  a  I]  Cz  om. 

325.  on']  in  C2. 


PASS.  XIX.]  PRIDE    PREPAllES    TO    ATTACK    PIERS.  359 

Anil  whau  J)is  dcJe  "was  done  •  grace  deuiscd 

A  carte,  hy3te  cristendome  •  to  carj^e  pieres  slienes  ; 

And  gaf  hynx  caples  to  liis  carte  •  contricioii^  &  con-  Piers'  horses  are 

.  contrition  and 

fcSSlOlire,  328    confession. 

And   made   p?'estliode   hapvarde   •  fe  wliile   hyni-self 

■went 
As  "wyde  as  Jie  worlde  is  •  with  pieres  to  tiilye  treuthe. 
•[[  Xow  is  Pieres  to  J)e  plow  •  &  pruyde  it  aspyde,  Pn.ie  sees  Piers   . 

plouj^hinsf, 

And  gadercd  liym  a  grete  oest  •  to  greuen  he  }>inket]i       and  prepares  to 
Conscience  and  al  crystene  •  and  cardinale  vertues, 
Blowe  hem   doime  &  breke  hem  •  &  bite  atwo   J5e 
mores ;  .  334 

And  sente  forth  sj^rqnydous  *  his  seriaunt  of  amies,         He  sends  out 

Surquidous  and 

And  his  spye  spille-loue  •  one  speke-yuel-byhynde.  spiu-iove. 

}3ise  two  come  to  conscience  •  and  to  crystene  peple, 
And   toldc  hem  tydynges  •  "  f»at  tpie    fei  shulde  fe 
sedes,  338 

That  Pieres  jjere  hadde  ysowen  •  fe  cardpial  vertnes  ;      Pride's  message 

-I-,.  1  t     1        t  c  ■  1  ■  •         to  all  Christians, 

And  Pieres  berne  worth  broke  •  &  fei  J)at  ben  in  vnite 

Shulle  come  out,  &  conscience  *  &  ^owre  two  caples, 

Confessioun  &  coiitricioun  •  and  30WTe  carte  fe  bylcue 

Shal  be  coloured  so  queyntly  •  and  keuered  vnder  owre  tiireatcnins  to 

'^      _        _  work  them  evil 

SOphistrie,  343    by  sophistry. 

J3at  [ct!nscience]  shal  noujte  '  Icnowe  by  contriciou??, 
Ne  by  confessiouw  •  who  is  cristene  or  he  then, 
Xe  no  maner  marchaunt  •  Jjat  with  moneye  deleth, 
Wliere  he  wynne  wyth  rijto  •  with  wronge,  or  ^\ith 
vsure. 

326.  grace]  grace  ano?i  C2.  Cardinally  or  Cardinall^s  C2. 

329.  \>e  while']  while  Y.  340.   n-orth]    wro>   B.      hrohe]   y- 

331.  it]  is  B.  broke  WB;  brok3-n  C2.     mortli'brolie] 

332.  to]  for  to  W  ;  hym  to  B.  with  brake  C. 

333.  CC2BY  omit.  34:1.  .j-  (1)]  of  {corrected  to  &)  Y  ; 

334.  Blo)ve]   Blew  CB.     hem  (1)]      on  B. 

hym  B.     brehe]  brak  B.     iite']  bitte  343.  owre]  W  om. 

C2 ;  bot  B.  344.   [^conscience]   consciou7i  in   L, 

338.  hem]  hym  C.  Jjiit  marked  for  correction. 

339.  ysorven]  sowyn  C2.    cardynal]  347.    Where]  Wh.G\\>er  W. 
cardinals  (ivith  s  nearly  erased)  C ; 
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Pride  and 
I-ficherj'  prepare 
t )  waste  tlie 
world. 


Conscience  bids 
man  to  fly  to 
Unity  or  Kofy- 
Cliurch. 


Coinmon  Sense 
bids  them  dig  a 
ditch  about 
Unity, 


t  n  Bcrvc  as  a 
moat. 


CONSCIEXCE    BIDS    JIEX    FLY    TO    UNin'. 

que3aitise 


[pas: 


3.  XIX. 


[Fol.  8C1 


A  list  of  those 
wlio  repented  not. 


^  Ywtli  suelic   colonres  &  que3aitise   '   couieth  pryde 
y-armeJ,  348 

With  po  lorde  pat  Ijuetli  after  •  J)3  luste  of  liis  body, 
To  "n'asten,  on  welfare  •  and  on  ^vykked  kepynge, 
Al  p^  worlde  in  a  -while   *   porw  owre  -witte,"   qirod 

pvuyde. 
^  Quod  conscience  to  alle  crystene  J>o  •  "  my  conseillc    • 

is  to  wende  352 

Hastiliche  in-tamj'tc  •  &  holde  we  vs  Jrere, 
And  preye  ^Ye  j?at  a  pce&  were  •  in  Piers  heme  ]?e  plow- 
man. 
For  wittcrly  I  wote  wel  •  vre  heth  nou^te  of  strengthe 
To  gone  agayne  prj'de  •  hut  grace  were  with  vs."      356 
^  And  Jianne  cam  kynde  wytte  •  conscience  to  techo, 
And  cryde  &  comannded  •  al  crystene  peple, 
For  to  deluen  a  dyche  •  dej^e  a-honte  vnite, 
That  holy-cherche  stode  in  vnite  •  as  it  a  pyle  [were]. 
^  Conscience  comaunded  po  *  al  crj'stene  to  delue,  361 
And  make  a  mncho  mote  ■  ])at  my^te  hen  a  strengthe, 
To  helpe  holj'cherche  •  &  hem  ])at  it  kepeth, 
^  Thannc  alkyn  cr^^stene  •  saue  comiine  wo?mnen,    364 
liepenteden  &  refused  synne  •  saue  they  one  ; 
And  fals  men,  fiat[er]eres  •  vsureres  and  tlievies, 
Lyeres  and  questmongeres  •  Jiat  were  forsworen  ofte, 
Wytynge  and  willefully  •  Avith  Jie  false  helden,         368 
And  for  sylner  were  forswore  •  sothely  |iei  wist  it. 
^  jjere   nas   no  crystene   creature  •  fat   kynde   witte 
hadde. 


318.  y-arme/l']  aTmed  CCzB. 

349.  li/nctJir\  leuetli  C2. 

350.  on  (2)]    ill  W;    C2  am.     he 
2'!/nff(;'\  lyin'rige  W. 

353.  TS  \:cre]  us  welk  \!cr  C2. 

354.  <7-]  C  om.     iverc']  where  C2. 

356.  Here  collation  with  0  recom- 
mences. 

357.  An()'\  CPA^  om. 

359.    a  dychc']    and   diche   CY;  & 
dichon  O;  and  dike  V>. 


360.  a  jjyle']  appil  (!)  B.  \_n-pre 
COBY]  weere  W ;  were  ?/i  Crowley; 
L  omits,  but  the  line  is  marked  for 
correction. 

363.  heni]  he  CB. 

365.  refused']  refuseden  CB. 

366.  flatereres']  mhn-r'itten  fla teres 
in  LY ;  flatereris  WOB ;  flat^'rera 
C. 

368.   Wijtyngc']  Wytyugli  0. 


r.\S3.  XIX.]    CONSCIEXCE    INVITES    JIEN    TO    THE    EUCUAllItiT,  331 

»S;iue  sc-lirowcs  one  •  siiclic  as  I  spak  of, 

Tliat  lie  lie  halpe  a  qz/antito  •  liol^'iiesse  to  "wexe.      372  M:iny  peniteiita 

assist  tlie  growth 

So??ime  forw  bedos4jjddjngc  ■  and  so?«nie  ))orw  pyl-  ofiioUness. 

gryma.ge, 
And  other  pryuG   pcnaunco  •  and  some  porw  ponycs 

dclynge. 
^  And  banne  welled  water  •  for  Avikked  werkes,  ^^en  weep  for 

'  tlicir  sins. 

Egerlich  ernynge  '  out  of  mennes  eyen.  376 

Clennesse^^^e_con2?ine  •  &  clerkes  clene  lyAiynge 

Made  vnite  liolicherclie  'in  holynesse  to  stonde. 

"I  care  nou3te,"  q?od  conscience  •  "  fougli  pryde  come  cmiscicnre  bids 

all  Clirisliuns  to 
nOUtlie,  0/9    dine, 

|3e  lovdc    of  luste   slial   be   letted    •    al   fis    lento,    I 

Lope. 
Comcjj,"  q?/od  conscience  •  "  30  cristene,  and  dynctli, 
jjat  hail  laboured  lelly  •  al  jjis  leiite  tynie. 
Here  is  bred  yblessed.  *  and  goddes  body  ])er-vnder.  offering  tiiem  the 

Lord's  Supper 

Grace  porw  goddes  worde  •  gaue  Pieres  power,  384  once  a  month. 

[And]  myites  to  maken  it  *  &  men  to  ete  it  after. 

In  helpe  of  her  hele  •  onys  in  a  nioneth. 

Or  as  ofte  as  fey  hadden  nede  •  Jio  jjat  hadde  ypayed 

To  pieres  pardoure  jje  plowman  '  redde  qjiod  debes" 

^  "  How  1 "  q?<od  al  jje  comune  '  "  jjow  conseillest  vs  The  commons 

wish  to  know  if 
to  3elde  389    they  must  make 

restitution. 

Al  Jjat  we  owen  any  wyjte  •  ar  Ave  go  to  housel  1 

^  "  That  is  iny  conseille,"  quod  conscience  '  "  (*k  car- 

dynale  vertues, 
J)at  vche  man  for3yuc  other  •  and  |)at  wyl  Jie  pater- 

noster,  392 

371.  one]  0  om.     svchc']  and  swich         379.  ]>o}tgh']  |70U3t  B. 

YO.  380.   lente']    leaute   {hj  confusion 

372.  Mlpe]  hapo  Y.  n-ith  leute)  Y;  cf.  1.  382. 

373.  fylijrijmagc]  pilgrymages  W.  381.   Comc^]   Comes  C.      qnoiT]   B 

374.  j^enatince]      penaunces     W.      om.     7e]  iclie  0 ;  J;e  B. 

/;/"«yes]  pens  Y ;  pans  B.  385.   \_And  W]    LCOBY  ovdt,  hit 

375. /o?']  withC;  {jurgh  B.  it  is  found  in  Crowley,     myites]   so 

376.  ernynge]     jernjTige    B ;   ren-     in  WB ;  Mights  COY. 

nynge  0.  387.  ]po]  j^ey  Y.     hadde]  0  om. 

377.  of  ^c']  out  of  W. 


3G2  THE    IMPEXITEXT    DREWEU.  [PARS.  XIX. 

Mit.  vi.  12.  Et  cllmltte  nobis  dchtta  nostra,  ^-c, 

And  so  to  ben  assoilled  *  &  sitlien  ben  liouseled." 
A  brewer  refuses    If  "  3o,   bawe  ! "  q«r;d    a  brewcrt?   •   "I  wil    nou:t  be 

to  do  so.  ^  ■' 

reuled, 
Ei    Wxcsw  !    for    al    jowre    ianglyngc  •  with    sinritus 

iusticie, 
ISQ  after  conscience,  by  cryste  •  wliil  I  can  selle        39 G 
He  prefers  Eotbc  dreggcs  &  draffe  •  and  draAve  it  at  on  hole, 

selling  dregs  and 

draflr.  )pikke  ale  and  ])innc  ale  •  for  fiat  is  my  kynde, 

And  non3te  hakke  after  holynesse  ;  "  holde  ])i  tonge, 

conscience  ! 
Of  spiritus  iusticie  •  foAv  spekest  moche  an  ydel !  "  400 

Conscience  warns  ^  "  Caytyuc,"  q»od  consciencc  •  "  cursed  wrecche  ! 

tlie  brewer. 

Vnblessed  artow,  brewere  •  but  if  pc  god  helpe  ; 
But  J30W  lyue  by  lore  •  of  spiritus  iusticie,  403 

)pe  chief  seed  fat  Pieres  sewo  •  ysaued  Avorstow  neure. 
But  conscience  J)e  comw^ze  fede  •  and  cardynale  vertues, 
[Foi.  80  6.]       Leue  it  wel  fei  ben  loste  •  bothe  lyf  &  soule." 
A  vicar  says,         ^  "  Thanne  is  many  man  ylost  "  •  q?/od  a  IcAved  vycory, 
"  I  am  a  curatour  of  holykyrke  •  and  come  neure  in 
my  tyme  408 

Man  to  me  pat  mo  couth  telle  •  of  cardinale  vertues, 
Or  jjat  acounted  conscience  •  at  a  cokkes  fether  or  an 
henues  ! 
"  I  never  knew      I  kncwG  ncurc  cardyual  •  pat  lie  ne  cam  fro  po  pope, 

cardinal  but  such 

as  comes  from       And  Avc  clerkcs,  wliau   ficy  come   •   for  her  commies 
payeth,  412 

For  her  pelure  and  her  palfreyes  mete  •  &  piloures  pat 
hem  folweth. 

393.  slthcii,']  sithen  to  CY;  si)?  to  B.  404.  ornrstniv']  \vor)-est  ]>t>\.\  0  ;  worst 

394.  lan-c^  how  CB ;  bow  Y.  >ou  15. 

395.  «Z]  0  om.  40;;.  fedc']  seed  0. 

397.  ^r<?_/7/7(?s]  dragges  Y.     iY]  it  out         40G.  Y  omits. 

W.     mi]  Com.  407.    In  margin  of  0 — Of  cnrdy- 

398.  i^/V.-Ar]  Thilke  C.    ^7^  (I)]  alio     nalis. 

B.     ale  (2)]  alio  bo>o  B.  410.  acoii?itci?]  counted  COY. 

400.  morhc}  B  om.  411.  ca7-di/iial.'\  Cardynal  v^^rtues  B. 

402.  arfom']  art  \>o\\  OB.  412.  payeth^  paved  C. 

403.  lorc^  J^c  lore  B.  413.  foln-cih]  folowed  C  ;  folwei  B. 


PASS.  XIX.]  C.VRDIN'AT.S    SHOULD    STAY    AT    AVIGXON.  3G3 

pa  comuiiQ  clamat  cot  idle  •  cclic  a  man  to  other, 

'  J5e  centre  is  be  curseder  *  ]?at  cavdynalcs  come  Inne  ;      The  country  is 

~  tlie  worse  lor 

And  \)cr(i  they  ligge  and  lengo  nioste  •  lecheryc  \ierQ.  tiiem. 

regncth  :' —  41 G 

For-J)!,"  (\no'X  fis  vicori  •  "  he  A'crrey  god,  I  Avolde 
That  no  cardynal  come  •  amongc  \iq  comuno,  peplc, 
r>ut  in  her  holynessc  '  hoklcn  hem  stillc  i  wisii  tiicywouia 

stay  at  Aviijnoii  I 

At  Axiynoun,  amonge  Jjo  iuwes  •  cum  sancto  sanctus  Ps.  xvii.  20 

./•/.,  cjr,  420  '''''''■ 

Or  ill  Rome,  as  here  rule  wole  •  jjo  reliques  to  kepe  ; 
And  bow,  conscience,  in  kynges  conrte  •  Si  shuldest  conscience, 

■*         '  — '-  *'     °  Grace,  and  Piers 

neure  come  fennes,  siiouui  be  in  royru 

And  grace  fat  Jiow  gredest  so  of  •  gyour  of  alle  clerkes, 
And  Pieres  with  his  newe  plow  •  &  eke  with  his  olde, 
Empe?'our  of  al  Jje  worlde  •  fat  alle  men  were  cristene. 
^  Inparfjt  is  fat  pope  •  fat  al  pep^ie  shnlde  hclpe,  - 

And  sendeth  hem  fat  sleeth  suche  •  as  he  shulde  sane ; 
And  wel  worth  piers  f e  plowman  •  fat  [pnr]sueth  god 

in  doynge,  428 

Qui  2Dluit  suj^ier  iustos  '  cj-  iiihistos  at  ones,  Mat.v.  1:). 

And  sent  f  e  sonne  to  saue  •  a  cursed  mannes  tilthe, 
As  hry3te  as  to  f  e  best  man  •  &  to  f  e  heste  woman. 
Itijtc  so  Pieres.  f  e  plowman  •  peynetli  hym  to  tulye         Piei-s  worivs  for 

all  alike. 

As  Avel  for  a  wastour  •  &  wenches  of  f  e  stuwes,        433 
As  for  hym-self  &   his  seruauntz   •  saue  he   is   firste 
yserued ; 

4U.  cche^to']  ech  a  man  til  W;  426.    ]>at'\    J^e   GOBY.     x>''Plc:]    fe 

iche  man  to  0 ;  ech  of  hem  to  Y.  peple  OY;    \>q  pepile  C  ;    fe  world  W. 

415.  cvrsederl  corseder  W.  In  the  margbi  of  0 — De papa. 

417.  Yis]  theCB.     ber\  byWCOBY.  427.  hcm^  swiche  W.     suche]  hem 

418.  \>e']  Y  oni.  W.     as]  {^at  W. 

419.  hol>/ncsse]     owne     holjtiesse  ^       4:28.pvrsiu'th'\YCO'BY]sueth{>vith 
()vJiich   sounds   hette?-)   0.       Jioldeyi]      T^nr  erased)  L. 

helden  WC  ;  holidem  (!)  B.  stMlc]  429.  at]  bo};e  at  B. 

sfille  at  home  0.  430.  )pe  sonne]  thy  sone  Y. 

420.  Avynoun]   aniou?^  0  ;  Anion  4.31.  to  (1)]  Y  om.     J)-]  or  W. 
CY.  432.  tulye]  tilye  WCOBY. 

421.  reliques]  lewis  B.  433.  stujves]  styuehous  B. 

423.  gredesf]  graddest  W.  434.  is]    C  oin.     yserued]   ?^7'uede 

424.  his  (1)]  is  C ;  B  om.    cltf]  als  C.      CB. 


3G4 


GOD    AMEXD    THE    rOPE 


[pass.  XIX. 


for  the  traitor        And  trauailletli  &  tulyetli  •  for  a  tretour  also  soi\ 

and  the  true  man. 

As  for  a  trewe  tydy  man  *  al  tyines  ylyive. 


436 


God  amend  the 
pope  I 


The  pope  spills 
Christian  blood. 


Exod.  XX.  13; 
lleb.  X.  30. 


He  cares  about 
little  except  his 
own  will. 


The  commons 
care  little  about 
conscience. 


[Fol.  87.] 


And  ■\vorsliipcd  be  he  j;at  wrou3te  al  •  bothe  good  & 

wykke, 
And  sufTretli  |)at  synful  be  •  til  son>e  tyme  J)C<t  Jjei  re- 

pente. 
And  god  amende  })e  pope  •  fat  pileth  liolykirke, 
And    cleymetli   bifor_  _f  e   kynge    •    to   bo   kepor   oner 

crystene,  440 

And  countetli    nou3t   Jiougli  crystene  •  ben    culled    & 

robbed, 
And  fynt  folke  to  fyjte  *  and  cristene  blode  to  spille, 
A3eyne  fe  olde  lawe  &  neAve    laAve  •  as  Lxd<e  f)(.'r-of 

witnesseth, 

Non-  Decides  :  viicJti  v  indict  am,  cjr. 
It  scmetli,  by  so  •  liy?«-self  liadd[e]  his  Aville,  444 

Tliat  he  ne  reccheth  ri^te  nou3te  •  of  al  )ie  remcnaunte. 
And  cryst  of  his  curteisye  •  fe  cardinales  sane, 
And    tourne    her  Avitte    to  wisdonie    •   &    to  "welc    of 

soule  ! 
For  Jie  cormme,"  q?/od  Jjis  curatoiir  •  "  counten  fiil  litcl 
pa  conseille  of  conscience  •  or  cardinale  vertues,       449 
Lat  if  fiei  [sdje]  as  by  sy^te  •  somwhat  to  wynnynge  ; 
Of  gyle  ne  of  gabbynge  '  gyue  pel  neuere  tale. 
For  spiritue  2'>'>'udencie  •  amonge  J)e  peplc,  is  gyle,     452 


4.']5.  tuhjeth']  tilie>  WOBY;  tillies 
C  tretour']  treytowr  Y ;  trnitoM/* 
CB. 

436.  tydy]  lyuewg  C. 

437.  wykker]  wikked  C ;  illc  0. 

438.  ]>at  (1)]  \>o  f^at  B.  til~re- 
pente]  erased  in  W  ;  supplied  by  Mr 
Wright  from  another  MS. 

440.  Jicjjcr]  0  o/)i.  ouer]  our  C ; 
onY. 

441.  nou^t]  at  noujt  0  ;  Y  om. 
\iangli]  \.ow^t  B.  culled']  killed 
"WCOB  ;  kullofl  Y. 

442.  fynt]  fyndos  C. 

443.  laive  (2)]  B  om.  n'itnesseth] 
■witne-sse  C.     occides]  occides  &c.  0. 


vUidlctam]  so  in  the  MSS. 

444.  Jiyi/i-self]  J:at  In-iusilf  B. 
luiddc']  so  iyiWYB;  misirritten  hadd 
i/i  L  ;  had  C.     n-ille]  owne  wille  0. 

445.  7ie]  WCO  om.  remenavnte] 
io\-er  remenaunt  O  ;  renauiit  (!)  B. 

447.  iritte]  wittis  B.  n-ele]  wel  C  ; 
\vel>e  W. 

448.  ^7'/']  B  om.  counten]  nc- 
counte)^  it  B. 

449.  cardinale]  Cardynals  B. 

450.  [sri-^e  W]  seigh  OC2  ;  seie  B  ; 
seen  0  ;  sight  (J)y  ?nistahe)  Y;  Ij  has 
sowe ;  Crowley  has  se. 

451.  yyue]  gil  Y  ;  gif  C. 


PASS.   XIX.]  THi;    KIXU    VIXDICATE3    IIIMSKLF,  3G5 

And  ;ille  ]>o  fairo  vcrtues  •  as  vyces  pti  semetli ; 

Echo  man  sotiletli  a  sloiglit  •  synnc  I'orto  liydo,  Kach  man 

,,,,.,,  ,  ,  ,  beguiles  tho 

And     colouretli    it    lor    a    kunnyngo    •    and    a   clone  utiicr." 

lyuynge."  455 

IF  Thanne  louglie  jjerc  a  lordc  •  &  "  by  .jjislijte,"  sayde,  a  loni  says  timt 

,,     ,,      .  .,  „  i.~.L-i  he  thinks  it  right 

i  lialde  it  ry3tc  <k  resou;i  •  oi  my  reue  to  take  to  taiie  aii  that 

Al  put  myne  auditour  •  or  ellcs  my  stmvarde  ishia".  '  "'^^"''' 

Conseilleth  me  by  her  acounte  •  &  my  clerkes  wryt- 
ynge.  459 

IT  With  spin'fas  intelhdus  •  they  seke  pe  reues  rollos, 
And  with  -^ipirttus  fortitudinis  •  fecche  [it]  I  wole." 
IT  And  fanne  come  jrerc  a    kynge  *  &  bi  his  croune  a  kin;;  says, 

seyde, 
"  I  am  Kynge  with  croune  •  |:e  coimuie  to  reule,       463 
And  holykirke  &  clergye  •  fro  cursed  men  to  defende. 
And  if  me  lakketh  to  lyue  by  '  pe  hiwe  wil  I  take  it,       "what  i  want,  i 
)pere  I  may  hastlo'fesi  it liaue  •  for  I  am  hed  of  hawe  ; 
For  30  ben  but  membres  •  &  I  aboue  alle.  4G7 

And  sith  I  am  3owre  aller  hed  •  I  am  3owre  aller  hole,    i  am  the  iiea.i. 
And   holycherche   chief    help    •    &    chiftaigne   of    jjo 

COinUHG. 

And  what  I  take  of  30W  two  •  I  take  it  atte  techynge      i  act  hy  the 

^p        ...         .      ,.    .        p       T  •  11  spirit  of  justice." 

Of  spintus  iiishcie  '  lor  1  lugge  30W  alle; 

So  I  may  baldely  be  houseled  •  for  I  borwc  neuerc,  472 

No  crane  of  my  coinurtG  '  but  as  my  kynde  asketh." 

453.  B     omlf.'>.  ):o]     the     COY.          id.  to]  0  om.     de/cndtq  iendeW. 
semctir\  semod  CY.  466.  hastloJiesf]  so  in  OY;    hasti- 

454.  sotiletli]  Eubtile[?      WOY  ;      lokest  W  ;  hastilekest  B ;  hastlyest  C. 
suttelde  C.  hed:]  hede  CY ;  heed  W. 

4.55.  c olonretlk]  coXonrH  (i ;  keuerej?  467,     For]    And   W.      3^]    |:ei    B, 

B.    for]  with  COBY.     a  (2)]  B  om.  viemlres]  menhris  B. 

450.  louglw]  lou^th  B.     ]pls]  C  om.  4G8.  sith']  seij?  B.     aller  (1)]  alfrer 

457.  /(aW^O  liulde  WCOBY.     rcvcr]  0;eldirB.     cZ/^^r  (2)]  al^er  OB. 

reme  B.  469.  cherche^]  chirches  WO.     chif- 

4(!0.  they]  to  CBY.     reues]   lewes  taiqne]    cheuentayn    B  ;     Chieftayn 

(!)  B.  AVOY. 

4G1.  \:it  WCOBY]   L  omits,  hut  is  470.  atte]  at  l^e  WCOBY. 

marlted  for   correction.     I]    Y   om.  472.      haldelij]     boldely     WCBY ; 

ivole]  wole  af ter  \V.  boklli  O. 

462.  ]>aune]  0  om.  473.  crave]  care  B. 


36G  THE    rOET    AGAIN    AWAKES.  [PASS.  XIX. 

Conscience  saj-s     ^  "  In  condiciou?i,"  qwcd  conscience  •  "  bat  bow  konne 

he  must  reign  by  

reason  and  truth.  de'icnde 

And  rule  j^i  rewme  in  resoun  '  rijt  wel,  &  in  treuth, 
Take  J)ow  may  in  resou?i  ■  as  pi  lawc  asketli ;  476 

Omnia  tua  sunt   ad  defendendum,  set  non  ad 
dej^i'edajidujn  !  " 
J3e  vyker  liadde  fer  home  •  &  faire  toke  liis  leue, 
The  poet  awakes.    And  I  awakncd  ])6're-'\vitli  •  &  Avrote  as  me  mcttc. 

475.  in  (1)]   and  CY ;    bi  O.     In     deprecandw?^  CBY. 

the  margin  of  0 — De  p/6'tate  regis.  477.  vylicr']  vicorie  O.     //,/,s-]  is  C. 

476.  may']   so/wCOBY;  mayst  W.  478.  ««•« /.:7i«7]  a-wakijj  B.     'icrotc^ 
{:(']   )pe  0.     dcprcdanditm']  dep?'fhen-  wrootWCY;  wroujte  O ;  wroit  B. 
deudwwi  (i^riutud  dci)ra;dandum^  W; 


PASS.  XX.]  THE    rOET    JIEETsJ    WITU    NEED.  367 


PASSUS  XX  (DO-BEST  I). 

Passus  xx^^  de  viaionc,  tj"  2J>'i>'ii(s  de  dobest. 

nnhanue  as  I  Aveut  by  fic  way  •  wlian  I  "was  fus  awaked,  The  poet  wanders 

-■-      Heuy-chered  I  3ede  •  and  elynge  in  herte  ; 

I  ne  wiste  where  to  ete  '  ne  at  Avhat  place. 

And  it  neighed  nyeghe  fe  none  •&  with  nede  I  mette,  4  and  at  noon  meets 

T    p   •  111  "'^'^  Need. 

That  afronted  me  foule  •  and  laifcour  me  called. 

"  Coudestow  nou^te   excuse  f)e  *  as  dede  ]je  Kynge  & 

other, 
Jjat  f)ow  toke  to  fi  bylyf  '  to  clothes  and  to  sustenance, 
As  by  techynge  &  by  tellynge  •  of  spiritus  tem2')crande, 
And  ])ow  nome  namore  *  fan  nede  jje  tau3te,  9 

And  nede  no  hath  no  lawe  •  ne  neure  shal  falle  in  dette?  "Need  hath  no 

law. 

For  jjre  thynges  he  taketh  •  his  lyf  forto  saue. 

That  is  mete,  whan  men  hym  werneth  •  &  he  no  nioneye  a  man  may  take 

Avelde^h,  12  '"""^ 

%  Xe  wyght  none  wil  ben  his  borwe  •  ne  wedde  hath       [Fo1.87!>.] 

none  to  lecrge. 


'^OO^ 


Title.   So  in  W.     CBY  omit  de  vi-  glit  of  0 — Necessitas. 
sioiie.     O  has  only  Passus  vicesimus.  7.  h!ih/f'\  bilyue  WO ;  bileue  CBY. 

1.  \:us]  B  om.  8.  As]  And  WOBY ;    hut  Crowley 

2.  clicrcd~\   chere   (!)    C.      cl>jngc\  reads  As.     hij  (2)]  CB  om. 
elenge  WCOBY.  i).  nome}  take  C. 

4r.  nyeyhe']  nehW;  nere  CY;  neer  10.  we  (1)]  0  vm. ;  nc  (2n-iHtcd  Im) 

O  ;  ne  B.  ^V. 

5.  afronted]     afrounted    WCBY  ;  11.  tlvjncjcx]  kyngis  (!)  B. 
frouatede  0.    foule]  wel  foule  CBY.  12.  n-erneth]    warne/i   O ;     warnes 
faitour]  a  faytour  B.  C  ;  warne)?  YB. 

6.  Coudestow]     Kanstow     "WCY ;  13.  none  {!)]  ne  B.     nedde]  wcde 
kanst  ]>o\i  0  ;  kaut  ):ou  1!.     In  mar-  C.     none  (2)]  ne  no?i  B, 


3C8 


KEED    EXCUSES    THE    POOR. 


[pass.  XX. 


or  a  drink  of 
water. 


Temperance  is 
greater  tlian 
Justice  or 
Fortitude. 


And  he  cau3te  in  fat  cas  •  &  come  perc-to  by  sleiglitc, 
He  synneth  noujte  sothelicli  •  fat  so  wynuetli  his  fode. 
And  fougli  lie  come  so  to  a  clothe  •  and  can  no  better 

cheuysaunce,  1 6 

Xede  anon  rijte  •  nymeth  hym  vnder  meynpryse. 
And  if  hym  lyst  for  to  lape  •  fe  lawe  of  kynde  wolde 
That  he  dronke  at  eche  diche  •  ar  he  for  thnrste  deyde. 
So  nede,  at  grete  nedc  •  may  nymen  as  for  his  owne,  20 
Wyth-oute  conseille  of  conscience  •  or  cardynale  vertues, 
So  Jjat  he  su^ye  &  sane  *  spiritus  temperancie. 
^  For  is  no  vertue  by  fer  •  to  spiritus  temperancie, 
Neither  sp)iritus  iusticie  •  ne  spnritus  foriitudinis  ;      24 
For  spnritus  fortitudinis  '  forfaiteth  ful  oft, 
He  slial  do  more  fan  niesure  •  many  tyme  &  ofte, 
And  bete  men  ouer  bitter  *  and  so?«me  of  hem  to  litel, 
And  greiie  men  gretter  •  fan  goode  faith  it  wolde.      28 
Justice  sometiraes  ^  And  spiritus  iusticie  '  slial  iuggen,  "wolhe,  nolhe, 
After  fe  kj'-nges  conseille  •  &  fe  comuno  lyke. 
And  spiritus  prudencie  '  in  many  a  poynte  shal  faille 
Of  fat  he  weneth  "wolde  falle  •  if  his  wytte  ne  were.  32 
Wenynge  is  no  wysdome  •  ne  wyse  ymagynaciou», 
Homo  propnnit  tj-  deus  disponit  •  &  gouerncth  alio  good 

vertues. 
Ac  nede  is  next  h\Tn  •  for  anon  he  meketh,  35 

And  as  low  as  a  lombe  ■  for  lakkyng  of  fat  hym  ncdeth. 


rru'eiico  may 
also  f.iiL 


Man  proposes, 
God  disposes. 


IG.  come']  cornel?  B.  «]  B  om. 
chcui/saiince]  che  (!)  C. 

17.  vymctli]  takes  C. 

18.  hjni']  lif  (!)  B.    for']  CBY  om. 

19.  dronJte']  drinke  0.     cchc']  ech  a 

y. 

20.  af]  at  {printed  al)  W. 

22.  Slave]  sewe  WC  ;  sue  0 ;  swc  Y. 

23.  ii\  {jer  is  B. 

24.  Neither]  Ne  WO. 

2.3.  forfaiteth']  forfetej?  WOYB; 
foi'fetes  C. 

2().  C  omits,    more]  no  ir.oro  (!)  15. 

27.  Here  collation  with  Y  ceasex, 
and  with  11  recommences,    bete]  bettc 


C.  oner  iittcr]  ful  bitterli  0  ;  ouer- 
betterli  B.  of  hem]  body  R;  but  this 
is  a  C-text  reading. 

28.  it]  COB  om. 

29.  trolhe  nolhe]  wol  be  nol  he  R ; 
wole  lie  nel  be  {printed  wol  he  iiclo 
he)  W  ;  wole  he  or  nyle  he  0  ;  wil  ho 
nyl  he  B;  wol  wyl  he  nel  he  {sic")  C. 

81.  «]  C  om. 

30.  Ac]  and  R  ;  {hit  C  has  Ac). 
.30.  as   (1)]  also    B.      of]   R    om. 

After  this  line  R  has — For  nedc 
maketh  nede  •  fele  nedes  lowh-hcrted. 
But  this  is  a  C-text  line,  and  the 
second  nedc  should  be  ncdy. 


PASS.  XX.]  THE    POET    DREAMS    OF    ANTICHRIST.  3G'J 

Wyse  men  forsoke  wele.  •  for  Jjey  wokle  be  iiedy,  wise  men  chose 

And  woneden  in  wildernesse  •  &  wolde  nou3te  be  riche. 

IT  And  god  al  liis  grcte  ioye  •  gostliche  he  left, 

And  cam  &  toke  mankynde  *  and  bycam  nedy.  40  God  became 

.  needy  Himself. 

So  nedy  he  was,  as  seyth  Jje  boke  •  in  many  sondry 

places, 
]3at  he  seyde  in  his  sorwe  •  on  pe  sclue  Eode, 
'  Bothe  fox  &  foule  •  may  fleighe  to  hole  &  crepe,  Mat.  viii.  20. 

And  fe  fisshe  hath  fyn  •  to  flete  with  to  reste,  44 

j)cvc  nede  hath  ynome  mo  •  pat  I  mote  nede  abyde, 
And  snffre  sorwes  ful  soAvi-e  •  fat  shal  to  ioye  towne,' 
For-Jji  be  nou3te  abasshed  •  to  byd[d]e  and  to  be  nedy ;  Thenbenot 

ashamed  of  being 

Syth  he  pat  wrou3te  al  pe  worlde  •  was  wilfullich  nedy,  needy." 

Ke  neuer  none  so  nedy  •  ne  pouerere  deyde."  49 

^  Whan  nede  had  \Tidernome  me  pus  •  Anon  I  felle  The  poet  again 

8leeps,  and 
aslepe,  dreams. 

And  mette  ful  merueillously  •  pat,  in  mannes  forme, 

Antecryst  cam  panne  •  and  al  pe  croppe  of  treuthe     52  Antichrist  over- 

Torned  it  vp  so  doune  •  and  ouertilte  pe  rote, 

And  [made]  fals  sprynge  &  sprede  •  &  spede  mennes 

nedes  ; 
In  eche  a  contre  pere  he  cam  •  he  cutte  awey  treuthe, 
And  gert  gyle  growe  pere  •  as  he  a  god  were.  56 

37.   Wyse  meti]  Filosofres  R  (as  in  52.  al  \>e^  alle  R  ;  al  CB.     In  mar- 

C-text).  /o/vsoA'e]  forsoken  OB.   mele'\  gin  of  O — Antecrist.    leroninuis  snjfev 

welth  R.     C  repeats  this  line.  illud  Dan.  12.  heatits.  qui  expectat  & 

.38.  in  7cil(lernesse'\  wel  elengly  R  pe;'uenit  vsq?/f  ad  dies  .1335.   heatu?,, 

(as  in  C-text).  inqwit,  qui,  i«te;'fecto  auticJinsto,  dies 

39.  god  al]  ]>o  god  of  B.  sup/-a  numfruw  p?rfiniUi?»    .45.  pre- 

41.  7iedg  he  n-as]  he  was  nedy  R.  stolat;//-,  qvih^ts  &  do7)iinvs  saluator  in 

43.  fonle]    foughel    C  ;     gray    B.  sua  magestate  ventun/.?  est.     [See  S. 
fleighe']  fle  WRCO  ;  go  B.  Jerome  on  Dan.  xii.  12.] 

44.  to  flete]  it  fleet  C  ;  {^at  it  fletif>  53.  if]  C  om. 

B.     to  (2)]  or  to  R.  54.  [inade^]  LWCOBo7«.  sprynge'] 

46.  son-re']  sore  B.     )pat]  to  B.  spronge    O  ;     spryngij?    B.      sprede] 

47.  bydde]  bidde  RCOB  ;  bide  W  ;  spredif?  B  ;  spredde  O.     S2)ede']  spedde 
byde  L.  COB. 

49.  j'ouerere]  porere  B ;  also  porer  55.  contre]  Court  CB. 

O.  56.  gert]  syet  or  gyet  (!)  B.   growe'] 

50.  had]   ha)j  W.     me]   R  om.     I     grew  B.    god]  god  (printed  Good)  W. 
felle'\  I  fel  RC  ;  I  fil  W;  a  fel  B. 

24 


370 


PRIDE    BEARS    AXTICURIST  S    BANNER. 


[pass.  XX. 


[Fol.  88.] 


Friars  welcome 
Anlichriit. 


Only  fools  resist 
him. 


Holy  and  true 
m  jn  are  cursed  by 
Antichrist's 
followers. 


Pride  bears 
Antichrist's 
banner. 


Conscience 
counsels  the 
worldly-foolish  to 
keep  within  the 
church. 


Nature  hears 
Conscience,  and 


Freres  fohved  |)at  feude  •  for  he  3af  hem  copes, 

And  rehgiouse  reuerenced  hym  •  and  rongen  here  belles, 

And  al  fe  couent  forth  cam  •  to  Avelcome  J?at  tj^raunt, 

And  alle  hise,  as  wel  as  hym  '  saue  onlich  folis  ;         CO 

"Which  folis  were  wel  leuer  •  to  deye  fan  to  lyue 

[Lenger],  sith  [leute]  •  Avas  so  rebuked, 

And  a  fals  feude  antecriste  •  ouer  alle  folke  regned  ; 

And  f)at  were  mylde  men  &  holy  •  pat  no   niyschief 

dredden,  Gi 

Defyed  al  falsenesse  •  and  folke  J^at  it  vsed, 
And  what  Kynge  fat  he;;i  conforted  •  knowynge  hem 

any  while, 
They  cursed,  and  her  conseille  "  were  it  clerke  or  leaved. 
^    Antecriste   hadde   thus    sone    •   hundredes   at    his 

ban  ere,     '  G8 

And  Pryde  it  bare  •  boldely  aboute, 
With  a  lorde  fat  lyueth  •  after  lykynge  of  body, 
That  cam  a3ein  conscience  '  fat  kepere  was  &  gyoure 
Ouer  kj'ude  crystene  •  and  cardynale  vertues.  72 

11  "  I  conseille,"  quod  conscience  f  o  •  "  cometh  with 

me,  3e  foles, 
In-to  vnyte  holy-cherche  •  and  Ik  tide  we  vs  there, 
And  crye  vre  to  kynde  •  fat  he  come  &  defcude  vs,     75 
Foles,  fro  f is  fendes  lymes  •  for  Piers  loue  fe  plowman. 
And  crye  we  to  alle  f e  comiine  •  fat  fei  come  to  vnite, 
And  fere  abide  and  bikere  •  a3cin  beliales  children." 
^  Kynd  conscience  fo    hcrde   •    and   cam   out    of   fc 

planetes. 


58.  rcUf/ioiise']  religiouses  E. 

59.  forth']  R  vni.     ):«/]  a  K. 

60.  a.>'(l)]  also  B. 

61.  w/^l  Inner']  jjladdere  R. 

62.  [Lender  WCOB]  Lengore  LR. 
xith]  jjanO.  \_leute]  leutcw/'lente  RB  ; 
lenteii  LWCO;  hut  cf.  C-te.Kt,  and  see 
1.  14.5.  O  lias — Leng^^r  Jjan  lenten  ' 
to  be  so  rebuked,  ovhich  agrees  with 
C'rowle}'.  rebuked]  robbid  aud  reued 
B. 


63.  a]  as  a  W. 

(!4.  And^    Sane    W.     ircre']  we  R. 
vti/scJiief]  mesch  of  (!)  B. 
6(5.  a  III/  ivhile]  gyle  R. 
6!).   huldclij]  ful  biddli  B. 

70.  after]  aHer  •  lust  .V:  O. 

71.  f/i/oiire]  gw'iour  C. 

72.  eardynnle]  cardinales  R. 

73.  eometh]  comes  C. 

76.  \ils]  \»i  O.    fendes]  feend  C. 

77.  to  (1)]  on  U. 


•] 


OLD-AGE    BEARS    DEATU  S    BANNER. 
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And  sent  ibrth  his  foreionres  •  feures  &  Huxes,  80 

Coughes,  and  cardiacles  •  crampes,  and  tutliachcs, 

Kewmes,  &  radegoundes  •  and  roynonse  scalles, 

]>yles,  and  bocclies  •  and  brennyng  agues  ; 

Frenesyes,  &  foule  yuelcs  •  foragercs  of  kynde,  S-i 

Hadde  yprykked  and  prayed  •  polles  of  peple, 

J?at  largelich  a  legiou?i  •  Icse  her  lyf  sone. 

IT    There    was  —  "harrow   and    help!    •   here    cometh 

kjaide, 
With  deth  fat  is  dredful  •  to  vndone  vs  alle  !  "  88 

*{[  The  lorde  that  lyued  after  lust  •  tho  alowde  cryde 
After  cowforta,  a  knyghte  *  to  come  and  here  his  banere. 
"  Al-arme  !  alarme  !  "  quod.  J;at  lorde  •  "  eche  lyf  kepe 

his  owne." 
IF  And  |)annc  niette  Jiis  men   •  ar  mynstralles  my^te 

pipe,  92 

And  ar  heraudes  of  annes  •  hadden  descrened  lordes. 
^  Elde  jje  here  •  he  was  in  fe  vauntwarde, 
And  bare  fe  banere  bifor  deth  '  by  ri^te  he  it  claymed. 
Kynde  come  after  •  with  many  kene  sores,  96 

As  pokkes  and  pestilences  *  and  moche  poeple  shente ; 
So  kynde  Jjorw  corupcioiu^s  •  kulled  ful  manye. 
IF  Deth  cam  dryuende  after  •  and  al  to  doust  passhed 
Kynges  &  kny^tes  •  kayseres  and  poj)es ;  100 

Lered  ne  lewed  •  he  let  no  man  stonde, 
That  he  hitte  euene  •  J)at  euere  stired  after. 


sends  forth  his 
messengers, 


viz.  diseases, 
so  tliat  many  die. 


Lechery  cries 
after  Comfort. 


Eld  (Old-age) 
bears  Death's 
b.inner. 


[Fol.  88  6.] 

Death  dashes 
kings  and  popes 
to  dust. 


80.  forciourei\  forreyours  "W;  for- 
reouris  0  ;  forreores  R. 

82.  roi/noiise^  ronyoiise  C ;  ruy- 
nouse  0.     seniles']  scabbes  W. 

85.  ypnjliked]  priked  O.  of]  of 
the  COB. 

8G.  ]pat]  E  om.  lese]  lose  E  ;  loste 
W ;  loren  CO  ;  lorn  B. 

88.  fiidone]  vndoen  B, ;  vndon  CB  ; 
vndo  WO. 

90.  conforte  «]  E  om. 

91.  Al-arme]  Alarme  COB;  A 
larrae  WE.     alarme]  a  larme  W. 

92.  And]  E  om. 


94,  95.  COB  omit. 
94.    hore]    horel  E.     lie]    ).at  W. 
\iif]  E  om. 

96.  come  after]  cam  after  bym  E. 

97.  and]  ]>&i  0. 

98.  liulled]  killede  OB  ;  kilde  W. 

99.  dryuende]  driueiule  E ;  dry- 
uynge  WCOB.  domt]  duste  WE; 
dust  COB.  passhed]  paschte  {altered 
to  daschte)  E  ;  passid  B. 

101.  ne]  and  W.  let]  leet  WC  ; 
left  E. 

102.  h'ltte]  ne  hitte  0.  enere 
stired]  stirred  neuer  CB. 


372 


AVARICE    CRAFTILY    ATTACKS    CONSCIENCE.  [PASS.  XX. 


Conscience  begs 
Nature  to  cease 
his  plagues. 


Then  Fortune 
flatters  the 
sin'vivors. 


Lechery  arms 
himself; 


his  arrows  are 
feathered  with 
false  promises. 


Avarice  attacks 
Conscience. 


Simony  sends 
him  to  beguile 
men. 


Many  a  lonely  lady  •  and  le??zmanes  of  knyglites 

Swouned  and  swelted  •  for  sorwe  of  dethes  dyntes.  104 

If  Conscience  of  liis  curteisye  •  to  kynde  he  l>isou3te, 

To  cesse  &  siifFre  •  and  sep  where  Jjei  wolde 

Leue  pryde  pryuely  •  and  be  parfite  cristene. 

IT  And  kynde  cessed  tho  •  to  se  ])e  peple  amende.     108 

Fortune  gan  flateren  thenne  *  ])o  fewe  )iat  were  alyue, 

And  byhight  hem  longe  lyf  •  and  lechery e  he  sent, 

Anionges  al  nianere  men  •  Avedded  &  vnwedded, 

And  gadered  a  gret  hoste  •  al  agayne  conscience.       112 

H  This  lecherye  leyde  on  •  with  a  laughyng  chiere. 

And  with  pryue  speche  •  and  peynted  wordes, 

And  armed  hym  in  ydelnesse  •  and  in  hiegh  berynge. 

He  bare  a  bowe  in  his  hande  •  and  manye  blody  arwes, 

Weren  fethered  with  faire  biheste  •  and  many  a  false 

truthe.  117 

'VVit[h]  his  vntydy  tales  •  he  tened  ful  ofte 
Conscience  and  his    compaignye   *  of    holicherche   Jjb 

techeres. 
^  Thanne  cam  coueityse  •  and  caste  hoAV  he  myjte  1 20 
Ouercome  conscience  *  and  cardynal  vertues, 
And  armed  hym  in  auaryce  •  and  hungriliche  lyued. 
His  wepne  was  al  wiles  *  to  wynnen  &  to  hyden  ; 
"With  glosynges   and   with   gabbynges   •   he  gyled    Jje 

peple.  124 

Symony;e_hym  sent[e]  •  to  assaille  conscience, 
And  preched  to  fie  peple  •  and  prelates  Jjei  hem  maden, 
To  holden  Avith  antecryste  •  her  temperaltes  to  saue ; 


103.  la{7y'\  R  07)i.     o/"]  R  07)i. 

104.  Swouned^  Swowed  B.    dethesi 
dethe  C  ;  hise  W. 

106.  cesse  <^5']  se  and  to  C  ;  see  and 
B. 

109.  alyue']  on  lyue  OB. 

113.    «]   R    om.     laiiffhi/Hf/]    lawh- 
ynge  R  ;  lawynge  O  ;  langlynge  W. 

110.  hlodi/l  brode  W. 

118.    \Vit/i]  so    ill   WCROB  ;    Wit 
L.     ///*■]  R  om. 


121.  cardi/nnT\  cardinales  R. 

122.  And]    B    om.       huuffriliehe'] 
vngri.scliche  R  ;  vngreliche  C. 

123.  u'ile.^']   whyles  O.      on/nncii] 
wynnyng  B.     hyden'\  holden  B. 

124.  «-/?!/t(2)]  RCOB  om.   he  gyled'\ 
to  bigyle  O. 

12").  seJite]   so  in  WCOB ;  sentL; 
sende  R. 

120.  ]^ei]  CBow. 


PASS.  XX.]  AVARICE    CORRUPTS    JUSTICE.  373 

And  come  to  pe  kynges  conseille  •  as  a  kene  baroun, 

And  kneled  to  conscience  •  in  courie  afor  hem  alle, 

And  gart  gode  feith  flee  •  and  fals  to  abide,  130  Heromipts 

justice, 

And    boldeliclie    bar    adown    •    with    many    a    bn3te 

noble 
Moche    of   f)e   witte    and   Avisdome    •   of  westmynster  both  in  west- 

^ ^ —  ■        minster  Hull 

halle. 
He  ingged  til  a  iustice  •  and  iusted  in  his  ere,  133 

And  onertilte  al  his  trenthe  'with  "take  jjis  vp  amende- 

ment." 
And  to  be  arches  in  haste  •  he  jede  anone  after,  and  in  the  court 

ofArcliBS. 

And  torned  Ciuile  in-to  Symonye  *  and  sitthe  he  toke 
J)e  official ;  136 

For  a  [mantel]  of  menyuere  •  he  made  lele  matrimonye    He  contrives 

divorces. 

Departen  ar  deth  cam  •  &  deuo[r]s  shupte. 

IF  "  Alias  ! "  qitoi  conscience,    &    cried   po    •    "  wolde  Conscience 

wishes  Avarice 

criste,  of  his  grace,  139  wouw  become  a 

That  coueityse  were  cristene  •  fat  is  so  kene  a  filter,  [FuI.so.j 

And  bolde  and  bidyng  •  while  his  bagge  lasteth." 
^  And  fianne  lowgh  lyf  •  and  leet  dagge  his  clothes,        Life  laughs. 
And  armed  hym  in  haste  •  in  harlotes  wordes, 
And    helde    holynesse    a    iape    •    and    hendenesse    a 

wasto^r,  144 

Ajid  lete  leute  a  cherle  •  and  Iyer  a  fre  man ; 
Conscience  and  conseille  •  he  counted  it  a  folye.  and  counts 

Conscience  as 

II  Thus  relyed  lyf  •  for  a  litel  fortune,  fouy. 

128.  camel  ^^.m  W;  coomen  0.  138.  deiiors']  deuos  L  ;  a  deuos  R; 

129.  kneled']    kneleden    0.       afor]      deuors   W  ;    diuorce    COB.     shupte'] 
bifore  C ;  bi-forin  B.  schupte  R  ;  shapte  WC  ;  schapte  0  ; 

131.   a]   CB  om.       brhte~]   rede  R.      shappe  B. 
iiohW]  noblis  B.  139.  his]  R  oin. 

133.  iiigged]   logged   W.       til]    to  140.  a  Jitter]  to  fi^te  R. 

WO.  141.  hi'd.ytuj]  abydynge  ROB.  ivhlle] 

134.  jv'ith]  B  om.     rj)]  vpon  B.  ]>q  while  R.     bagge']  bake  C. 

135.  to]  i/ito  R.  143.  in  (1)]   an  W.     in   (2)]   wijj 

136.  Ciuile  in-to]  B  om.  W. 

137.  [mantel  WCROB]  mentel    L.  14.5.  leute]  leautee  W  ;  leaute  C. 
mantel — menyuere]  menyuere  mawtel  146.  and^   and  his  W.     a]   RCOB 
R.     he]  and  W.     lele]  an  vnleele  B  ;  om.     it— folye]  at  a  flye  W. 

a  lele  C, 
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SLOTH    MARRIES    WAXIIOPE    (dESPAIR).  [paSS.  XX. 


Life  takes 
Fortune  for  liis 
mate. 


And  prykecl  forth  with  pryde  •  preyseth  he  no  vertue, 
[jSTe]   careth  nou3te  how  kynde  slow  •  and  shal  come 

atte  laste,  149 

And   culle    alle   erthely   creature[s]    •   saue    conscience 

one. 
Lyf  leep  asyde  •  and  lan3te  hym  a  lemnian, 
"  Heel  &  I,"  quod  he  *  "  and  hieghnesse  of  herte      152 
Shal  do  \)G  nou3te  drede  •  noyther  deth  ne  elde, 
And  to  for3ete  sorwe  •  and  3yue  nou3te  of  synne." 
^  This  lykcd  lyf  •  and  his  leninian  fortune, 
and  is  the  father     And  geten  in  her  glorie  •  a  gadelyng  atte  laste,  15G 

One  Ipat  nioche  wo  wron3te  •  sleuthe  was  his  name. 
Slenthe  wex  Avonder  3erne  •  and  sone  was  of  age, 
And  wedded  one  Avanhope  •  a  wenche  of  ])q  stuwes. 
Her  syre  was  a  sysonr  •  pat  neure  swore  treuthe,       160 
One  Tho?ftme  two-tonge  •  ateynte  at  vch  a  fjueste. 
^  This  sleuthe  Avas  war  of  werre  •  and  a  slynge  made, 
And  threAve  drede  of  dyspayre  •  a  dozein  niyle  aboute. 
For  care  conscience  po  •  cryed  Aq'jon  elde,  1G4 

And  had  hym  fonde  to  fy3te  •  and  afere  wanhope. 
%  And  elde  hent  good  hope  •  and  hastilich  he  shifte 

hym, 
Eld  fights  against  And  wayued  aAvey  wanhope  '  and  Avith  lyf  he  fj^jteth. 
And  lyf  fieigh  for  fere  •  to  fysyke  after  helpe,  168 

And  hisou3te  hym  of  socoure  •  and  of  liis  salue  hadde. 
And  gaf  hym  golde,  good  aa^oou  •  fat  gladded  his  herte. 
And  f)ei  gjmen  hym  agayne  *  a  glasen  houA'e. 


Sloth  marries 
Despair. 


Sloth  uses  his 
sling  against 
Conscience. 


Life  flees  to 
physicians. 


148.  pri/ke(ir\  prikef?  W. 

Hi).  \_Ne  WK]  He  CO  ;  And  B;  A 
C  =  lie)  L.  sLuv']  slawe  G.  slow — 
come]  shal  come  "  and  sle  hym  B. 

1.50.  cnllc^  kille  WCOB  •  calle  R. 
creatures]  so  in  WCOB  ;  creature 
LR. 

1.51.  leep]  lep  CB ;  lepte  W.  leep 
asijde]  seith  orcide  (!)  R. 

154.  And^  But  O. 

1.57.  wo]  R  om. 

1.59.  stuives]  stif-hoiis  B. 

IGl.  two-to?i{/e]    two-tonges   B.     a 


qvestc]  enqueste  W. 

162.  ivas]  wex  COB.  war — ircrre] 
werre  &  werre  0. 

ins.  tliren-e]  drow  B.     of]   k  O. 

105.  hi/ni]  R  om. 

IGO.  eld(^  helpe  B.  he]  0  om. 
sliifte]  chifte  B. 

\(M .  fij-i/eth]  fish  ted  CB. 

1(59.  hadde]  he  had<le  "W. 

170.  Ami:]  He  W.  golde]  jroel  R. 
his  hertti]  her/;  hcrtes  R. 

171.  <7y«^w]  gafyn  B.  //o//iy]  howuo 
WCOB ;   houe  R. 


PASS.  XX.]  OLD-AGE    ATTACKS    THE    POET.  375 

Lyf  loued  {jat  Icchocraftc  •  lette  sliuMo  oldo,  172 

And  dryiien  awey  deth  •  witli  dyas  and  dragges. 

IT  And  elde  auntred  hym  on  lyf  •  and  atte  laste  he  liitte  Eid  kills  a 

A  Fisicien  with  a  forred  hood  •  fat  he  fel  in  a  palsye, 

And  J)ere  deyed  |3at  doctoiir  •  ar  thre  dayes  after.      17G 

"  Xow  I  see,"  seyde  lyf  •  "  pat  surgoiye  ne  Fisyke  Life  is  caroicss, 

and  riiles  to 

May  non^te  a  myte  auaille  •  to  medle  a3ein  elde  ;  Rovei. 

And  in  hope  of  his  hele  •  gode  herte  he  hento, 

And  rode  so  to  reuel  •  a  ryche  place  and  a  merye,     180 

The  companye  of  conforte  •  men  cleped  it  sumtynie.  [FoI.  so  ;>.] 

And  elde  anone  after  nie  *  and  oner  myne  heed  ^ede,        Eia  attacked  me, 

-,     T,     T   I  ■  n  11  and  made  ine  bald. 

And  made  me  balled  bitore  •  ami  bare  on  j?e  croinie, 
So  harde  he  3ede  ouer  myn  hod  •  it  wil  be  seen  eure. 
IF  "Sire  euel-ytau3te  elde,"  q?(od  I  •  "  vnhende  go  with  i  reproved  inm. 

the !  185 

Sith  whanne  was  Jje  way  •  oner  [mennes]  hedes  1 
HaddestoAv  be  hende,"   qwod   I  •  "  j?ow  woldest  haue 

asked  leue  ! " 
IT  "  3e  !  leue  lordeyne,"  cp/od  he  •  and  Icyde  on  me  with 

age,  188 

And  hitte  me  Tnder  pe  ere  •  vnethe  may  ich  here  ;  Then  he  made 

loirT  1  me  deaf, 

He  buneted  me  aboute  Tpe  mouthe  •  &  bettLeJ  ont  my  tethc,  beat  out  my  teeiii, 

,       ,  ,  .  ,  T  1  ,1  ind  lamed  me 

And  gyued  me  m  goutes  '  1  may  nou^te  go  at  large.         vvitu  gout. 
And  of  jje  wo  fat  I  was  in  •  my  wyf  had  reuthe,     192 
And  wisshed  ful  witterly  •  fat  I  were  in  heiiene. 

173.  (Irynen~\  to-rlriue  R.    di/mtl  so  18.3.  ow]  vppon  B. 
i>i  W ;  dias  CO;  dayes   R;   diagrag-  184.  cure']  euene  B. 

mator  (!)  B.     drar/fjea']  drogges  W.  180.    pe']    \>i    O.      [TnoiJica']    so  in 

174.  au)itred'\  aduenturid  B.   hltte']     WCROB  ;  men  L  ;  cf.  1.  2SG. 

hette  B.  .  188.    lordeyne']    so   in  R;  lurdeyn 

175.  a  (3)]  the  CB  ;   0  om-.  W  ;  lordyng  COB. 

177.  surffei'i/c'l  surgiens  CB.  189.  may]  my^teW;  hi/t  see].  191. 

178.  a]  00  B.     medle]  medeleCO;  190.  me]    me  so  W.     bcfte  WCO] 
mede  W.  hett  L ;  bet  RB.     ont  my]   me  on  the 

179.  /;(;?-!;e]  hope  0.     lie]  nV>  om.  COB.     tetJio]    wangc-tetlie  R.      ^■  — 

180.  so]    forjj   W.     reiH'l]    a  reufl  f^;!!/u;]  J:fl't  out  my  tee^  he  bette  W. 
W.  191.  yyvrd]  gyede  O. 

181.  conforte]   court  CO;  court  of  192.   had]  hadde  {printed  hande) 
(!)  B.     men]  B  om.  W. 

182.  me]  hym  R.     yde]  he  3ede  O.  193.  fid]  wel  R. 


NATURE    COMFORTS    AND    ADVISES    THE    POET.         [PASS.  XX. 


Death  drew  nigh 
me,  and  1  begged 
Nature  to  release 
me. 


He  bade  me  dwell 
in  Unity, 


and  learn  to  love. 


ami  tlien  I  should 
lack  nothing. 


I  found  Unity 
besieged  by  seven 
giarts  and  Anti- 
christ. 


For  pe  lyine  fat  she  loued  me  fore  •  and  leef  was  to  feie, 
On  ny3tes  namely  •  wlian  we  naked  were, 

I  ne  my  gilt  in  no  manere  '  maken  it  at  liir  wille,      196 

50  elde  and  slie  sotUy  •  liadden  it  forbeten. 

%  And  as  I  seet  in  fiis  sorwe  •  I  say  how  kynde  passed, 
And  deth  drowgh  niegh  me  •  for  drede  gan  I  quake, 
And  cried  to  kynde  •  out  of  care  me  hrynge.  200 

"  Loo  !  elde  fe  hoore  •  hath  me  hiseye, 
Awreke   me,    if   jowre   wille   be    •    for   I    wolde   ben 

hennes." 
IT  "  3if  ]>ow  wilt  ben  y\\Token  •  wende  in-to  vnite, 
And  holde  fe  pere  eure  •  tyl  I  sende  for  fe,  204 

And  loke  J)OW  conne  so?«me  crafte  •  ar  ]?ow  come  fennes." 
"  Conseille  me,  kynde,"  quod  I  •  "what  crafte  is  best  to 

lerne  f 

51  "  Lerne  to  lone,"   q?/od   kynde    •   "  &  leue   of  alle 

othre." 
^  "  How  shal  I  come  to  catel  so  "  to  clothe  me  and  to 

fede  1 "  208 

"  And  pow  loue  lelly,"  qiiod  he  •  "  lakke  shal  fe  neure 
Mete  ne  wor[l]dly  wede  •  Avhil  J)i  lyf  lasteth." 

II  And  fiere,  by  conseille  of  kynde  *  I  comsed  to  roAvane 
Thorw  contriciouM  &  confessiou?i  •  tyl  I  cam  to  vnite  ; 
And  jjere  was  conscience  constable  •  cristene  to  sane, 
And  biseged  sothly  •  with  seuene  grete  gyauntz,       214 
}pat  with  Antecrist  helden  •  hard  a^ein  conscience. 


194.  hjme'\  leeme  B. 

195.  we']  sche  0. 

196.  af]  B  om. 

197.  sJte—forht'fcn'}  hee  it  haddc 
forbete  R.    forbeten]  for-boden  B. 

198.  as]  was  (!)  R.  seet]  no  i/i 
WR;  sat  CB;  satte  O.  sa//]  so  in 
E  ;  sey2  O ;  seigh  C  ;  sau^  WB. 

201.  me  biseye]  my  lif  seye  R. 

203.  ywroken]  I-wreke  R  ;  wroken 
W ;  wroke  B. 

204.  holde]  halde  R. 

205.  conne']  cunne  OB ;  cune  R. 
av]  er  WB  ;  or  CO. 


20G.  Conseille]  Conseiletli  R.  is] 
be  R. 

207.  Icnc]  lief  C ;  leef  W,  of]  R 
om. 

209.  quod  be]  quod  I  B  ;  R  om. 

210.  Mete]  Wede  R.  n-orhlhj 
WROB]  wordly  LC  ;  but  cf.  P.  xix. 
287.     wede']  mete  R. 

211.  /]  Mom.  rowme]  roonic  0  ; 
rome  WCRB. 

213.  conscience']  R  om.  to]  for  to 
0. 

214.  /7y«?/«f:-]  gcauutz  W;  geauntes 
ECO  ;  giauntcs  B. 


PASS.   XX.] 


CONSCIENCE    CRIES    OUT    FOR    HELP. 
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H  Sleuth  witli  his  slyngc  •  an  hard  saut  he  made,    21G 
Proiide  prestes  come  with  hym  •  moo  pan  a  thousaml, 
In  paltokes  &  pyked  shoes  •  &  pisseres  longe  knjiies, 
Comcn  a3ein  conscience  ;  •  with  coueityse  jjci  helden. 
IT  "By  Marie,"  q?wd  a  manseiif  p?-este  •  of  Jje  marche  of 

yrlonde,  220 

"  I  coiinte  namore  conscience  •  bi  so  I  cacche  syhier, 
Than  I  do  to  drynke  •  a  draujte  of  good  ale  !  " 
And  so  seide  sexty  •  of  pe  same  contreye,  223 

And  shoten  a3ein  with  shotte  •  many  a  shcf  of  othes, 
And  brode  hoked  arwes  •  goddes  herte,  &  his  nayles, 
And  hadden  almost  vnyte  •  and  holynesse  adowne. 
^  Conscience  cryed,  "  helpe  •  clergye,  or  ellis  I  falle 
Thorw  inparfit  prestes  •  and  prelates  of  holicherche." 
Frei^jierden  hym  crye  *  and  comen  hym  to  helpe, 
Ac  for  Jjei  couth  nou3te  wel  her  craft  •  conscience  for- 

soke  hem.  230 

%  N'ede  neghed  tho  nere  •  and  conscience  he  tolde 
That  pel  come  for  coueityse  *  to  haue  cure  of  soules — 
"And  for  fiei  arn  poure,  par  auenture  •  for  patrimoigne 

hem  failleth,  233 

Thei  Avil  llatre,  to  fare  wel  •  folke  J?at  ben  riche  ; 
And  sithen  J?ei  chosen  chele  •  and  [cheytif]  pouerte, 
Lat  hem  chewe  as  pei  chese  •  and  charge  hem  with  no 

cure  !  236 


Slotli  Ui\  the 
assault, 
with  A\  adcc. 


[Fol.  90.1 
An  Irish  priest 
despises  Con- 
science. 


Oaths  are  shot 
against  Con- 
science. 


Conscience 
cries  for  help. 


The  friars  olTer 
him  aid. 


Need  warns 
Conscience 
against  the  friars. 


"  Let  them  chew 
as  they  choose ! 


216.  a«]  and  (!)  CB.  savt^  saute 
R  ;  assaut  WCOB.     hel  COB  om. 

217.  vioo — thousand^  passynge  a 
huudreth  R ;  a  correction  itiadc  iy 
the  author  ;  see  C-Text. 

218.  pisseres']  pisseris  WB  ;  pissers 
CO. 

219.  helden]  holde  B. 

220.  31arie]  \:e  marie  R.  mansed] 
mased  CB.  of]  was  of  R.  yrlonde] 
erland  R ;  Irlande  CB ;  irlooud  0  ; 
Walys  W. 

221.  namo?-e]  no  more  bi  OB. 
1(2)]  patjB. 

224.  fl^p/w]  ayein  hym  COB.  many 
— she/]    with  many  schef  COB.     of 


otJies]  arwes  B. 

225.  nayles]  bones  B. 

229.  and]  B  om. 

230.  Ac]  And  COB, 

231.  tho]  to  C.     nere]  {:ere  B. 

232.  for]  for  no  (!)  R. 

233.  hem  failleth]  \>e\  faille  W. 

234.  to]  and  W.  folke]  wif;  folk 
W. 

235.  sithen:]  seyn  CB.  [cheytif] 
cheitif  C;  chaytijf  0;  clieytifte  LR ; 
clieitiftee  W  (which  must  be  a  slip), 
cheytif  jJoiterte]  pore  cheitifte  B. 

236.  chcse]  so  in  R ;  chose  W ; 
chosen  COB. 
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CONSCIENCE    WELCOMES    THE    FRIAKS. 


[pass.  XX. 


Let  friars  be 
beggars." 


But  Conscience 
woli-onies  ttie 
friars. 


ainl  nfTers  to  find 
tlieni  fooil, 


if  they  will  learn 
to  love. 


God  made  all 
tilings  of  a  certain 
number. 


Ps.  cxlvi.  4 

(Vulg.). 


Kinpts  have 

all  their  soldiers 

numbered. 


For  lomer  he  lyetli  •  pat  lyflode  mote  begge, 

)5an  he  fat  laboureth  for  lyflode  •  &  leneth  it  beggeres. 

And  sithen  Freres  forsoke  •  pe  felicite  of  erthe, 

Lat  hem  be  as  beggeres  •  or  lyue  by  angeles  fode  !"  240 

'H  Conscience  of  pis  conseille  po  •  comsed  forto  laugho, 

And  curtei[s]lich   conforted   hem  •  and  calledin  alle 

freres, 
And  seide,  "sires,  sothly  •  welcome  be  3c  alle 
To  vnite  and  holicherche  *  ac  on  thyng  I  30W  preye, 
Holdeth  30W  in  vnyte  '  and  haueth  none  en-vje        245 
To  lered  ne  to  lewed  •  bnt  lyneth  after  30wre  rewle. 
And  I  wil  be  3owre  borghe  •  36  shal  haue  bred  and 

clothes, 
And  other  necessaries   [T-nowe]    •  30W  shal  no  thyng 
faille,  248 

'With  pat  30  leue  logyk  •  and  lerneth  for  to  louye. 
For  lone  laft  pei  lordship  •  bothe  londe  and  scole, 
Frere  Fraunceys  and  Dominyk  •  for  lone  to  ben  holy. 
^  And  if  36  coueyteth  cure  '  kynde  wd  30W  teche,  252 
That  in  mesure  god  made  •  alle  manere  thynges. 
And  sette  [hem]  at  a  certeyne  •  and  at  a  syker  nonmbre, 
And  nempned  names  newe  *  and  noumbred  pe  sterres  ; 
Qui  numerat  multitudinem  steUarum,  cj-  omnibus 
eis  [nomina  vocaf],  ^c. 
IT  Kynges  &  knyghtes  *  pat  kcpen  and  defenden,     256 
Han  officers  vnder  hem  •  and  vch  of  hem  certeyne  ; 


237,  2.38.  R  omits,  beggc']  Ligge  0. 
it:\  it  to  0. 

239.  And  Sithcn'\YoT  sxUhV,.  ]pc'] 
E  om. 

2-tl.  yd]  'Rom.  laughc']  latijte  (!) 
B. 

242.  cnrtcidich']  curteilich  (marked 
for  correction)  L. 

244.  and]  and  to  C.     ac]  and  C. 

247.  fihal]  i^hullcn  B. 

248.  \_I-)ion-e  RJ  I-now  C;  ynowe 
won  ;  better  than  anowe  L.  y>w 
shal]  )po\\  schalt  R.    faille]  lakke  R. 

250.  lift]  K'r-of  loffe  B. 


2.-.I.  Frever]  Freres  COB. 

252.  coneyteth]  coueites  C  ;  coueite 
WOR.     techf^  telle  R. 

253.  thi/nffcs]  J^ynge  B. 

254.  Ik'em  W]  it  LCROB.  at  (2)] 
WO  om..     a  (2)]  C  om. 

255.  names  —  noinnbrcd]  hem 
names  •  and  newe  nonibre  R.  .<itcri'es] 
p?rstes  (!)  COB.  (,)«/]  QuisR.  .^•— 
ci.'i]  RO  om.  \jimnina  CH]  LWRO 
om.     \_vocat]  not  in  the  MSS. 

250).  hejH'n:]  kcptcn  R. 
257.  hem  (1)]    liym  RB.     reh]   of 
iclic  0.     certeijne]  a  cr/'tein  W015. 


PASS.   XX.]  IIEIX    IS    WITHOUT    NUMBER.  379 

And   if  ]?ei   wago   men    to   werrc    •  pv'i  wviUi  hem   in 

noumbro, 
[Or]  wil  no  tresorere  hem  paye  "  trauaille  Jjci  neurc  so 

sore. 
Alle  other  in  hataille  •  ben  ylioldc  bribours,  2G0 

Pilours  and  pykehernois  •  in  eclie  a  place  ycursed.  [Foi.oob.] 

^  j\Ionkcs  and  nionyals  '^nd^  alk  men  of  Religiouyf       Monks  have 

"  1       ~  1  fixed  numbers 

Her   ordre   and   her   reiile   wil  •  to   nan   a   certeyne  in  their  houses. 

nourabre. 
Of  lewed  and  of  lered  •  fie  la  we  wol  and  axeth         20-4 
A  certeyn  for  a  certeyne  •  sane  onelicli  of  f re  res.  oniy  friars  are 

_  unnumbered. 

For-Jii/'  ([uod  conscience,  "  by  cryst  •  kynde  witte  me 

telleth, 
It  is  wikked  to  wage  30W  •  -^e  wexeth  out  of  noumbre ! 
Ileuene  hath  euene  noumbre  •  and    helle  is    with-out  Heii  is  without 

noumbre ;  2G8 

For-fii  I  wolde  witterly  •  pat  36  were  in  jje  Tiegistre, 
And  30wre  nouni1)re  vndre  notarie[s]  sygne  •  &  noyther 

mo  ne  lasse  !" 
^  Enuye  herd  bis  •  and  heet_freres  to  go  to  scole,      271  Envy  bids  the 

'  r       '  ,  friars  learu  logic, 

And  lerne  logyk  and  lawe  •  and  eke  contemplaciou«, 

And  preche  men  of  plato  •  and  preue  it  by  Seneca, 

)5at  alle  fiinges  vnder  heuene  •  ou3te  to  ben  in  comune.  to  prove  that  aii 

— —     _  ■     "  tilings  should  be 

^  And  3it  he  lyeth,  as  I  leue  •  fat  to  pe  lewed   so  in  common. 
precheth,  275 

259.  [Or]  LWCROB  omit;   but  it     R. 

is  necessary  to  the  sense,  and  may  he  2G-!:.  ivoV\  it  wole  O. 

/bM7i<^  i/i  Crowley ;  WOB  surmonnttJie  265.  onelich']  hoViche  H. 

diffionlty   iy  jjlacing  1.  259   after  1.  267.  out  of]  of  on  R. 

261 ;  the  C-text  inserts  an  additional  268.  Hevene']  Euene  O. 

line.      Or   mir]    And   );er-fore   vvolen  269.  ]pe'\  0  oni. 

men  B.     tresorere']  so  in  R ;  tresour-  270.  7iMaries]  so  in  WCOB  ;  notarie 

ererO;  tresore  CB  ;  man  tresore  W.  L;  notari  R.     syyue]  signeii  GB. 

hem  paye]   taken  byni  wages  R.     so  271.  heet]  heit  R;  het  B  ;  leete  O. 

sore]  Com.  to  (1)]    RB  om.  ;    and  jwrhaps  it  is 

260.  hataille]  batililis  (!)  B.       hrl-  better  omitted. 

bours]  brokouris  O.  272.  contemplaeioun]  constellacJoa 

261.  a]   CB   om.     jjlacc']    parisclie      (!)  0. 

R.     yevrsed]  acursed  ROB  ;  a-corsed  274.  alle]  CB  om.     to]  0  om. 

C.  275.  A)id  yt]  R  om. 

263.    Her  ordre  and]   Heraude  (!) 


380 


EVIL    MEN    CONFESS    TO    THE    FRIARS. 


[pass.  XX. 


Exod.  XX.  17. 


In  England,  the 
p.arisli-priests 
should  confess 
men; 


For  god  made  to  men  a  lawe  •  aud  Moyses  it  tau3te, 

Non  conenpisces  rem  proziml  tui. 
And  euele  is  fis  yliolde  *  in  parisches  of  engelonde, 
For  jjersones  and  parisjiprestes  •  jjat  sliulde  Jje  peple 

sliryue,  278 

Ben  curatoures^  called  •  to  knowe  and  to  hele, 
Alle  f>at  ben  her  parisshiens  '  penaunce  to  enioigne, 
And  slmlden  be  ashamed   in  her  shrifte ;  •  ac  shame 

maketh  he?re  wende,  281 

but  men  flee  to  the  And  fleen  to  f>e  freres  •  as  fals  folke  to  westraynstre, 

That  borweth  and  bereth  it  fiider  •  and  fanne  biddeth 

frendes 
3erne  of  for3ifnesse  •  or  lenger  ^eres  [lone] ;  284 

^  Ac  whil  he  is  in  Avestmynstre  •  he  wil  be  bifore, 
And  make  hyni  merye  •  with  other  mennes  goodis. 
And  so  it  fareth  with  moche  folke  *  fat  to  ])e  freres 

shryueth, 
As    sysours    and    excecutoz/rs    '    ]jei    wil    [jyne    fe] 

freres  288 

A  parcel  to  preye  foi  hem  '  &  make  he?«-self  myrye 
"With  Jje   residne   and    ]je  remenaunt  •  fat    other  men 

biswonke, 
And  suffre  fe  ded  in  dette  •  to  f e  day  of  dome. 
SI  Enuye  herfore  •  hated  conscience,  292 

And  freres  to  philosofye  ■  he  fonde  hem  to  scole, 


friars, 


like  cheats  who 
Hee  to  West- 
minster. 


So  executors 
repair  to  the 
friars. 


Envy  hates 
Conscience. 


276.  god  made]  made  god  B. 

277.  if\  is(j}rintfdm)^V.  yliolde'] 
solden  B.  engelonde]  englonde  R; 
englond  OB. 

278.  shuldc]  shullen  B. 

279.  to  (2)]  B  om. 

280.  penaunce']  penaunces  R.  to] 
hem  to  B ;    and  C  ;  R  am. 

281.  sJiiilden]  shullen  B;  R  om. 
her]  hir  {printed  his)  \V.  ac]  and 
C. 

282.  And]  To  CB.  as]  and  B. 
ivexfinyn.'itre]  We.stmynyster  O. 

283.  it]  COB  oni: 

284.  [lone  0]  loone  WC  ;  of  lone 


B  ;   leue  or  lene  LR. 

285.  n-cstmynstre]  Westrayny.ster 
OB. 

28(5.   mennes]  men  R. 

287.  \>e']  R  om.  shryueth]  hem 
shryuet'  "WO. 

288.  wil]  schul  R.  [yjuc  \>e  WRO] 
^eue  fje  B ;  geue  {le  (J  ;  L  has  Jje, 
with  ue  written  above,  hut  the  line  is 
m  arhed  for  correct  ion. 

289.  hem-self]  hem  R. 

290.  I^^-Cl)]  R  om.     ]>e  (2)]  R  om. 
292.  herfore]  here-fore  CR. 

29;J.  2)hilosofye']  philosophires  C. 
hem]  Jeanne  AV  ;  O  om. 


PASS.  XX.] 


HEN    DISLIKE    UARD    rENANCE. 


381 


The  while  coueytise  and  vnkyndenessc  *  conscience  as- 

saillcd. 
In  vnite  holyclierche  '  conscience  helde  hym, 
And  made  pees  porter  *  to  pynne  Jje  3ates  296 

Of  alle  taletellers  •  and  tyterers  in  ydel. 
Ypocrisye  and  he  •  an  hard  saut  fei  made. 
Ypocrysie  atte  jate  •  hard  gan  fijte, 
And  wounded  wel  wykkedly  •  many  [a]  Avise  techer, 
)jat  with  conscience  acordcd  •  and  cardinale  vertues. 
Conscience  called  a  leche  •  J)at  coude  wel  shryue,     302 
"  Go    salue    ]>o    j^at    syke    "ben    •    [and]    J)orw    synne 

ywounded." 
Shrifte  shope  sharpe  salue  •  and  made  men  do  penaunce 
For  her  mysdedes  •  j^at  jjei  wrou3te  hadden,  305 

And  Jiat  piers  were  payed  •  7'edde  quod  dehes. 
^  So?Hme  lyked  nou3te  fis  leche  •  and  \ettxQS,  fei  sent, 
3if  any  surgien    were   [in]  fe  sege  •  fat   softer   couth 

piastre.  308 

Sire  lief-to-lyue-in-leccherye  *  lay  fere  and  groned ; 
For  fastyng  of  a  fryday  •  he  ferde  as  he  wolde  deye. 
"  Ther  is  a  surgiene  in  fis  sege  •  fat  soft[e]  can  handle, 
And  more  of  phisyke  hi  fer  •  and  fairer  he  plastreth, 
One  frere  flaterere  •  is  phisiciene  and  surgiene."         313 
Quod  contriciouji  to   conscience  •  "do   hym    come   to 

vnyte, 


Conscience  bids 
Peace,  his  porter, 
to  bar  the  gates  of 
Unity. 


Hypocrisy  harii-s 
numy. 

[Fol.  91.] 


Shrift  salves  them 
witli  penance. 


Tliey  lilve  not 
Shrift's  plasters. 


They  ask  for 
another  leech,  one 
Flatterer,  a  friar. 


294.  conscience]  B  om. 

296.  jji/nne]  penne  B. 

297.  Of]  For  O.  tyterers]  so  in 
O  ;  tytereres  RB  ;  titeleris  W;  tutelers 
C.     irt]  an  E. 

298.  an  hard]  and  haid  (!)  B. 
%ant]  .sawte  R ;  saute  0 ;  assaiit  WCB. 

299.  ^Y  omits,  atte]  at  )je  ECOB. 
^>yte]  to  fijte  OB. 

300.  [a  WRB]  LCO  om.  tcclier] 
techeris  O. 

301.  cardinale']  cardinales  R. 

302.  coude  wel]  wel  kouthe  COB. 

303.  Go]  To  go  W  ;  To  CB.  ben] 
were    R.        [and     WR]    LCOB    om. 


ywnvnded^  &woundid  0. 

304.  skojje]  shoop  W  ;  shuppte  R  ; 
shep  B.     men]  B  om. 

306.  piej-s]  Pieris  \>e  ploiighmaw. 
B  ;  piers  ]pe  (!)  C.  ^^aye^]  y-payed 
W. 

308.  [in  R]  LWCOB  om. ;  but  see 
1.  311.  Jrf  seffe]  B  om.  sege]  so  in  R  ; 
segge  WCO.     couth]  koude  WR. 

309.  Wf]  lif  R  ;  leef  WCO. 

310.  For]  For  \>e  B.     a]  o  R. 

311.  softe]  so  in  WRCOB ;  soft  L, 

312.  7norc]  can  more  B. 
314.   Quod]  Quatj  R. 
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PEACE    TARLEYS    ■WITH    FLATTERER. 


[pass.  XX. 


Conscience  savs 
the  parish-priest 
is  the  right 
confessor ; 


but  FIa*teier  may 
be  sent  for. 


The  friar  gets  a 
licence  to  liear 
confessions. 


Peace,  the 
jiorter  of  Unity, 
parleys  with 
Flatterer. 


Flatterer  sa\'s  he 
can  nial<c  salves, 
and  his  com- 
panion tells  his 
name. 


2  Tim.  iii.  0. 


For  here  is  many  a  man  •  heite  povw  ypocrisie." 

II  "  "We  han  no  nede,"  quod  conscience  •  "  I  wote  no 

Letter  leche  316 

Than  j)ei'sou?tj)r  parissh  prest  •  penytancere  or  bissliop, 
Saue  Piers  J)e  plowman  •  fat  hatli  powere  ouer  liem  alle, 
And  indulgence  may  do  •  but  if  dette  lette  it.  319 

I  may  wel  sulfre,"  seyde  conscience  •  "  syn  36  desiren, 
That  frere  llaterer  Jje  fette  •  and  pliisike  30W  syke," 
H  Tiie  Frere  lier-of  herde  •  and  liyed  faste 
To  a  lorde  for  a  leftre  '  leue  to  haue  to  curen, 
As  a  curatour  he  were  •  and  cam  with  his  letfres      324 
Baldly  to  fe  bisshop  •  &  his  brief  hadde, 
In  contrees.  fere  he  come  in  •  confessiouws  to  here, 
And  cam  fere  conscience  was  •  and  knokked  atte  3ate. 
H  Pees  vnpynned  it  •  was  porter  of  vnyte,  328 

And  in  liaste  asked  '  "  what  his  wiUe  were  ?  " 
"  In  faith,"  quod  fis  frere  •  "for  profit  and  for  lielthe 
Carpe  I   wolde  Avith    contriciou?i  •  &  ferforc  come    I 

hider."  331 

H  "  He  is  sike,"  seide  pees  •  "  and  so  ar  many  other, 
Ypocrisie  hath  herte  hem  •  ful  harde  is  if  f  ei  keure." 
"  I  am  a  surgien,"  seide  fe  segge  •  "and  salues  can  make  ; 
Conscience  knoweth  me  wel  •  and  what  I  can  do  bothe." 
"  I  preye  f e,"  quod  pees  fo  •  "  ar  fow  passe  ferther, 
Wliat  hattestow,  I  preye  fe  1  ■  hele  noujte  fi  name." 
IT  "  Certes,"  seyde  his  felow  •  "  sive  j^enetrans-domos." 


317.  pcnytance7'e~\  penitauncer  WC 
OB  ;  penamicer  R ;  rc'semhlcs  peny- 
tantere  in  L. 

318.  nafli\  haueth  R.     hem']  \\  om. 

320.  sy«]  syiiues  11;  sith  C;  sijje 
B. 

321.  syhe]  seke  11. 

322.  hycd'\  hi3(Ml  liym  B. 

323.  to  curen']  cureii  C ;  cure  OB. 

324.  As]  And  as  CB.  Icttres]  let- 
icre  R. 

325.  liulcUy]  Boldelv  WCliB; 
Booldli  O. 

321).  conic]  cam  ROB;   coju.u  \\0. 


in]  Inne  COB  ;  WR  am.  confes- 
shnins]  coufessiouft  O.  to  Juerc]  R 
om. 

327.  attc]  at  ]:c  WCROB. 

328.  Pccti]  I'ieris  B. 

330.  frere]  freris  B.     Jultlte]  hele 
0. 

333.  is]  it  is  B. 

334.  sctdc]  V  (!)  B.      scyyc]   frere 
R. 

337.  haftcston-]  hattest  \:o\i  OB. 

338.  Cert  ex]    Sire  B.  seyde— felon] 
felaw  seyde  he  0  ;  saide  lie  felawe  C. 


PASS.  XX.]  TilE    FllIAU    GAINS    ADMISSION.  383 

"  3e,  go  ])i  gate,"  q»0(l  pees  *  "bi  god,  for  al  ]?i  pliisyk,    Peace  refuses  to 

"'  admit  him. 

But  J)ow  conue  sommc  craitc  •  fow  coniest  noujt  ner- 

Innc !  340 

I  kuewe  such  one  ones  *  nou3te  eighte  Avynter  passed, 
Come  in  Jjus  ycoped  •  at  a  courte  fere  I  dwelt, 
And  was  my  lordes  leche  •  &  my  ladyes  botlie.  [Foi.  oi  u.] 

And  at  jse  last  ]jis  limito2<r  •  po  my  lorde  Avas  out,   344 
He   salued  so    owre  wo/umen  •  til  soHime  were  with 

childe  ! " 
Hende-siteche  het  pees  •  opene  fe  3ates —  Fair-speech  prays 

''  Late  in  Jjc  frere  and  his  i'clawe  •  and  make  hem  faire  gates. 

cliere. 
He  may  se  and  here  •  so  it  may  bifalle,  348 

That  lyf  porw  his  lore  •  shal  leue  coueityse, 
And  be  adradde  of  deth  •  and  with-drawe  hym  fram 

pryde, 
And  acorde  with   conscience   *  and    kisse    her   either 

other." 
Tlius  thorw  hende-speche  *  entred  J)e  frere,  352  Thus  the  friar 

.      ,  .      .  .  ,  ,    •  1      1  , ,  gains  admission. 

And  cam  m-to  conscience  •  and  curteisly  liym  grette, 
"  J?ow  art  wxdcome,"  q»od  conscience  •  "  canstow  liele 

J»e  syke  1 
Here  is  contriciom;,"  q^uod.   conscience  •  "my   cosyn,  conscience  asks 

^     T  the  friar  to  heal 

ywounded,  Contrition. 

Conforte  hym,"  q?/od  conscience  •  "  and  take  kepe  to 
his  sores ;  356 

The  piastres  of  fc  persou?^  •  and  poudres  biten  to 
sore, 

3.39.  2^ces]  piers  CB.     pi  (2)]  B  om.      vppon  B. 

340.  somme]  auy  R  ;  sora  oofjer  W.  347.    frc]  R  om. 

her-I/ine'}  he  Inne  {sic)  R  ;  ther-Iuue  348.  Iicrc]  here  her  R.     it]  R  om. 

CB.  351.  7ier^  B  ovi. 

341.  2fassed]  hennes  W.  353.  grette\  grete  C. 

342.  Come\   And  cam  B.     7]   fjat  354.  camto>v'\  canst  jrt^u  OB.     \>e^ 
y  B.     dwelt]  dwelde  W.                              R  om. 

343.  lordes]    ladyes    CB;  lady  O.  350.  and^  0  om. 

ladijts]  lordes  C  ;  lordis  OB.  357.    jAa.^trcs]    piastre   B.     hiten] 

346.    hrt]    heet   WRC;     heete    O.      bitten  C ;  ben  R. 
pecs]  pees  bo  R.     q/^e/u']  to  opene  0 ; 
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THE    FRIAR    PUTS    CONTRITION    TO    SLEEP.  [PASS.  XX. 


The  friar  gives 
Contrition  a 
plaster  called 
Privy-payment. 


He  soon  causes 
Contrition  to 
cease  weeping  for 
bis  sins. 


Sloth  and  Pride 
again  assault 
Conscience. 


Peace  says 
Contrition  is 
asleep. 


Conscience  says 
he  will  become  a 
pilgrim, 


He  lat  hem  ligge  ouerlonge  •  and  lotli  is  to  chaunge 

hem  ; 
Fro  lenten  to  lenten  ■  he  lat  liis  piastres  bite." 
51  "  That  is  ouerlonge,"  quod  this  limitowy  •  "I  leue  I 

shal  amende  it ;  " —  300 

And  goth  and   gropeth  contriciouw  •  and   gaf  hj-m    a 

piastre 
Of  "  a  pryne  jDayement  •  and  I  shal  praye  for  30AV, 
For  alle  jjat  ^e  hen  holde  to  •  al  my  lyf  tyme, 
And  make  30W,  my  lady  •  in  masse  and  in  matynes, 
As  freres  of  owre  fraternite  '.for  a  litel  syluer."         365 
If  Thus  he   goth  and  gadereth  •  and  gloseth   ])ere   ho 

shryueth, 
Tyl  contriciou7i  hadde  clene  for3eten  •  to  crye  &  to  wepe, 
And  wake  for  his  wykked  werkes  •  as  he  was  Avont  to 

done.  3G8 

For  confort  of  his  confesso?//*  •  contriciou?z  he  lafte, 
)3at  is  j)e  souereynest  salue  •  for  alkyn  synnes. 
^  Sleuth  seigh  J^at  •  and  so  did  pryde, 
And  come  with  a  kene  wille  •  conscience  to  assaille. 
Conscience  cryde  eft  •  and  bad  clergye  help  hym,     373 
And  also  contricioll?^  •  forto  kepe  J)e  3ate. 
"  He  lith  and  dremeth,"  seydo  pees  •  "  and  so  do  many 

other ; 
The  Frere  with  his  phisik  •  fiis  folke  hath  enchaunted, 
And  plastred  hem  so  esyly  •  Jiei  drede  no  synne."     377 
IT  "  Bi  cryste,"  qjcod  conscience  fo  •  "  I  wil  biconie  a 

pilgryme, 


358.  ffe^  And  R.  Z«f]  leet  C  ; 
leete  0  ;  lett  B.     Item  (I)]  hym  C. 

859.  lenten']  lente  R  {twice),  laf] 
latte  0 ;  lette  R ;  letij>  B.  hiU'"] 
bitte  R. 

360.  TJtat'\  This  C. 

3fil.  and  (2)]  R  om. 

363.  For']  And  for  COB. 

365.  frerrx]  frere  WO. 

366.  fioth']  goo>  WO  ;  goos  C. 
gadereth]  gadderes  C. 


368.  ovalir]   awake  C;  a-wakid    B. 
nas  iront]  was  woned  B  ;  woned  R. 

369.  laffe]  lefte  R. 

370.  for]  of  O.     alhyii]  alle  kynne 
WROB  ;  alkvnne  C. 

371.  seiffh]  seye  R  ;    see  C;  sei  B  ; 
J^awne  saw  O.     .w]  also  0. 

373.   In/in]  COB  om. 

375.  dremeth]  dreint  (!)  B. 

376.  hath]  hath  so  R. 

377.  esyly]  hesily  RB.     \-e}]  the  C, 


PASS.   XX.]  COXSCIKNCE    BECOMES    A    PILGRHr.  385 

And  walkeii  as  wyde  •  as  al  J?e  [worlJe]  lasteth, 

To  soke  Piers  pe  plowman  •  fat  pryde  may  destniye,        ana  scekPiers 

And  fat  freres  hadde  a  lyndyng  •  jjat  lor  nede  llatc/'cn, 

And  contrepleteth    me,   conscience  ;  '  now  kynde    me 

auenge,  382 

And  sende  me  liappe  and   hele  •  til   I  haue  piers  fe 

ploAvnian  !  " 
And  sittlie  he  gradde  after  grace  *  til  I  gan  aAvake.  awakes.' 

Explicit  hie  dialog  us  petri  plowman. 

379.  as  (1)]  al  so  B.  al]  alle  R  ;  382.  contrejdeteth']  couterpledcs  C. 
WO  om.  [pvorlde  R]  world  WCOB ;  Colophon.  So  in  WCO  ;  Explicit 
wordle  L.  hie  B ;  Passus  ij«s  de   Do-best  R  ;  O 

380.  sehc']  seehe  B.    may']  my^te  R.  adds — Lauderis  Christe  •  q^ila  fiaitur 

381.  And]  B  om.  liber  iste. 
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CRITICAL  ^OTES,  ETC. 
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CRITICAL  NOTES. 


[In  tho  follomng  notes,  further  information  is  g-ivcn  about  the  various  readings 
of  tho  MSS.,  &c.  Tho  chief  results  of  a  collation  of  the  text  with  Crowley's  printed 
text  of  15.50  {first  edition,  unless  the  number  2  or  3  is  added)  are  also  given  hero ; 
except  where  it  agrees  ^vith  MS.  W  (the  Trinity  MS.  printed  by  Mr  Wright.)] 

Prologue.  The  word  Prolor/us  I  have  found  in  ooly  one  MS.,  viz.  ia  MS. 
Rawl.  Poet.  137.  Most  MSS.  have  no  title  here.  In  MS.  Laud  the  words 
"  Incipit  liber  de  Petro  Plowman "  are  written  in  red  letters,  but  are  so 
nearly  obliterated  as  hardly  to  be  distinguished  except  in  a  strong  light. 

An  examination  of  Crowley's  text  shows  that  it  must  have  been  taken 
from  an  excellent  MS.,  which  has  frequently,  however,  been  misread,  and 
sometimes  misprinted  even  when  rightly  understood.  Sometimes  the  MS. 
itself  may  have  been  at  fault.  Owing  to  all  these  three  sources  of  error, 
very  little  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  the  readings,  and  I  have  therefore 
selected  some  of  the  most  noteworthy,  omitting  to  notice  all  the  misprinls 
and  false  readings,  such  as  reuke  for  renke  in  1.  193  of  the  Prologue,  and  the 
like.  Readings  from  Crowley's  first  edition  are  given  below,  and  are  distin- 
guished bi/  tlie  absence  of  any  letter  or  number  after  them,  as  in  notes  to  lines 
1,  2,  &c.  But  some  readings  from  his  other  editions  are  also  worth  giving. 
His  second  issue  is  denoted  by  (2),  his  third  issue  by  (3).  Thus  in  1.  1,  his 
first  issue  has  sette,  his  second  has  set. 

1.  soft'\  sette ;  set  (2). 

2.  shroicdes']  shroubes. 

5.  Ac']  And.  This  reading  is  very  common  in  Crowley  ;  so  also  in  MS. 
C  we  find  Ac  almost  always  replaced  by  And. 

7.  forwandred']  of  waudrynge. 

10.  sweyued]  swy3ed. 

12.  wist  T\  I  wyste. 

18.  of]  Cr.  omits  in  (2) ;  but  \X\t  first  edition  retains  it.  Slight  variations 
of  this  kind  I  shall  not  in  future  notice ;  nor  shall  I,  in  general,  give  those 
readings  in  which  Crowley's  text  agrees  with  MS.  W,  as  it  has  already  been 
observed  that  there  is  a  great  similarity  between  Crowley's  MS.  and  the 
Trinity  one.  By  way  of  examples  of  which,  it  may  be  noted  that  in  1.  27  we 
find  iu  Crowley  the  words  to  haue  after ;  in  1.  29  we  find  carien;  in  1.  31, 
cheueden  ;  all  of  which  are  found  in  the  footnotes  as  occurring  in  W. 
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21'.  come?i]  commeiily. 

34.  synneles.  Certamlj  ffiKles,  as  iu  Rogers's  edition,  is  a  better  reading, 
because  it  preserves  the  alliteration ;  bat  synneles  has  been  retained  as  being 
the  usual  reading  of  the  MSS. ;  and  moreover,  Crowley  has  synles,  or  sinles. 
In  the  A-text,  giltles  occurs  in  MS.  T  only. 

35.  In  the  margin  of  MS.  Oriel  are  numerous  sidenotes,  such  as  "  Minys- 
tmlis  "  opposite  1.  33,  "  Pilgr/mys  "  opposite  1.  4G,  &c.  So  in  Crowley's 
text  we  find  "  Common  lestars "  opposite  the  present  line,  "  Pylgrims  " 
opposite  1.  46,  &c.  Further  notice  of  them,  except  in  a  few  instances,  is 
unnecessary. 

38.  The  text  referred  to  is  probably  2  Thess.  iii.  10;  si  q/iis  non  vult 
opcrari,  nee  manducet.  This  is  shewn  by  the  words  in  the  margin  of  the 
Oriel  MS-  (see  footnote).  The  quotation  in  1.  39  is  not  from  the  Bible,  but 
is  intended  to  assign  a  reason  for  not  mentioning  St  Paul's  words, 

39.  hyne'\  knaue  (2).    Crowley's  first  edition  merely  has  tiirpiloqiiiitm,  c|r. 
41.  bely  is  the  usual  reading,  but  perhaps  belies  (W)  is  better,  and  is  sup- 
ported by  bealies  in  Crowley.     Crowley  also  has  bugges. 

43.  liij.     So  written ;  ij  stands  for  y. 

50.  The  obelus  (f )  in  the  sidenote  points  out  neic  matter,  not  found  in 
Text  A 

69.  icitlP^  with  many. 

71.  See  Critical  Note  to  1.  G8,  Text  A. 

74.  bonclied~\  bouchid.  But  we  must  read  bunched  (as  in  Text  A),  as 
shewn  by  the  word  huncJiede  in  MS.  O. 

75.  rynges']  both  ringes. 

IT.  leiieth']  leueth  it  to.  But  most  MSS.  omit  it  and  to,  and  then  we 
should  rather  suppose  leueth  =  believe,  as  in  1.  72. 

82.  The  chief-letter  of  the  alliteration  is  wanting. 

95.  seruantz.  The  MS.  has  "seruant^,"  but  we  may  consider  3  to  rcpix'- 
sent  z  at  the  end  of  plural  nouns,  as  in  the  present  case  and  in  the  words 
diamantz,  seriantz,  &c.    In  Crowley  the  line  ends  with  to  lordes  and  to  ladyes. 

97.  messe\  masses. 

110.  letterure~\\Qi{,\xx:(i\  lecture  (2).     Probably  from  misreading  Iett(?rure. 

115.  comunel  communes ;  commons  (2). 

122.  The  chief-letter  is  wanting.  "Without  doubt  w^c  should  read  lif, 
not  man ;  for  Langland  often  uses  lif  in  place  of  man.  Sec,  e.  g.,  Pass. 
XX.  91. 

126.  leice  ;  so  in  Crowley.  Mr  Wright  prints /rae,  but /^«(?  =  ^w«^,  ^/fi?, 
in  the  sense  of  bestowing  a  present,  and  is  a  variation  of  the  verb  lend.  On 
the  other  hand,  leue  =  grant  m{\\Q  sense  of  to  permit,  allow.  The  former 
answers  to  the  German  lei/ien,  the  latter  to  the  German  erlauhen,  and  the  two 
should  not  be  confounded,  as  they  often  have  been  in  many  passages  in 
Chaucer,  &c.     In  Text  A,  Pass.  V.  last  line,  lene  should  have  been  printed 
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leite,  both  iu  the  text  aud  footnote.     See  my  uotc  on  leiie  and  leuc  iu  Notes 
and  Queries,  4  S.  ii.  126. 

140.  Crowley  has  answered,  and  begins  the  next  line  with  Diini. 

150.  Iaii7,(e']  eaught.     This  destroys  the  alliteration. 

154.  Crowley  has— Scratchyug  vs  &  clawyng  vs,  it  iu  hjs  clawes  hold. 

165.  bci:^  bight. 

169.  a  colerel  hys  coUer. 

170.  Crowley  retains  this  line,  though  !MS.  W  omih  it. 
174.  hini  wratthetii]  he  wrath. 

178.  haue  yhoundeii\  bynd. 

179.  Crowley  inserts  it  after  hanij. 

185.  culled  \e\  kyl  thys. 

186.  cracchy~\  catch,     croupe']  crep. 

187.  Crowley's  later  inipressious  oniit  this  line,  but  the  first  impression 
retains  it. 

190.  ]pere']  Where,     kitouii]  kylling  {sic) ;  kitling  (2). 

191.  Crowley  has  this  curious  sidenote.  "  Omnium  doctissimorum  suf- 
fragio,  dicuntur  hec  de  lassiuis,  fatuis,  aut  ineptis  principibus,  uon  dc  etaie 
teuellis.  Quasi  dicat,  vbi  rex  puerilis  est."  This  is  evidently  said  out  of  re- 
spect to  tlie  reigning  king,  Edward  YI.  Crowley  is,  however,  certainly 
■wrong  iu  his  assertion.  The  author's  intention  was,  to  warn  the  English 
agaiust  Richard ;  and  Tyrwhitt  is  nearly  right  in  saying  that  this  fable  must 
have  been  written  in.  the  latter  part  of  a.d.  1376,  when,  after  the  death  of 
the  Black  Prince,  his  son  Ilichard  had  become  the  heir.  More  probably,  it 
■was  written  just  after  Richard's  accession. 

197.  MSS.  L  aud  R  have  the  curious  spelling  "  mann«s."  A  more  usual 
reading  is  "  mannes." 

199.  ■^ow']  vs. 

200.  3^]  you ;  in  both  places.  This  must  be  an  instance  ■where  Crowley 
has  taken  a  liberty,  for  you  would  not  be  used  in  the  nominative  in  an  early 
MS.,  of  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  or  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century.  In 
1.  209,  Crowley  prints  Diuine  ye,  probably  because  the  imperative  mood  is 
there  used ;  for  the  use  of  ye  with  this  mood  still  survives. 

211,  212.  Crowley  has  the  present  tenses,  seruen,  Plefen. 

213.  vnlese']  vuclosen.     But  this  spoils  the  alliteration. 

215.  After  this  line  Crowley's  later  copies  insert  the  six  lines  following: — • 
I  sawe  bishops  bolde,  and  bachilers  of  diuine 
Become  clarkes  of  accouutes,  the  kynge  for  to  serue 
Arcke  deakens  aud  deanes,  that  dignities  haue 
To  preache  to  the  people,  aud  pore  men  to  fede 
Ben  ilope  to  London,  by  leaue  of  her  bishop 
And  ben  clarkes  of  the  kinges  benche,  the  contrye  to  shend 
But  these  lines  were  erroneously  inserted  in  his  second  impression.     They 
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answer  to  11.  90 — 95  of  the  Prologue  iu  Text  A,  wliicli  are  replaced  in  I  he 
E-texl  by  lines  87— 9i,  which  see.  To  insert  them  again  here  is  to  use  un- 
necessary repetition. 

216.  bimjeis  seems  to  be  a  plural  form  ;  it  occurs  iu  LUC.     Crowley  has 
lurgeses, 

Passus  I.  \^i.  fonrmpj^  and  former  of. 

34.  cleliiahle]  delectable. 

36.  Crowley  wrongly  omits  ffode,  and  has  /o;-  instead  of  to. 

V,  38.  Crowley  omits  1.  37,  but  gives  1.  38  correctly — 

Leefe  not  thy  lykam,  for  a  Iyer  hyui  tcchcth. 

39.  Omitted  by  Rogers ;  retained  by  Crowley. 

41.  sueth']  seeth.    seifJi]  seeth.    But  both  these  readings  are  meaningless. 
43.  wisse]  wyshe.    This  is  one  of  the  instances  where  Crowley  lias  prol)a- 
bly  misunderstood  his  copy  ;  to  jcisse  is  to  teach,  instruct. 
52.  bifallet/i]  belongeth. 

74.  witterVi]  wysely.     icissed~\  wyshed.     See  note  to  1.  42. 
81.  kenne  is  also  the  reading  in  Crowley's  text. 
89.  wiliieth]  wylleth. 
93.  clame\> ;  so  spelt  also  in  MS.  C. 
101.  lacchi/ng]  lackyng.     This  gives  a  different  sense. 
103.  swerde  ;  Crowley  also  has  swerd,  the  singular  form. 
105.  Crowley  has  — 

But  Christe  kyug  of  kyngis,  made  knyghtes  ten. 

107.  viuri/ei-']  merier. 

121.  (jarte\  garde.     iitehye\  stycke. 

125.  j)ult ;  so  in  Crowley. 

131.  tronethi  troweth.     Probably  misread  as  troueth. 

134.  Leretli  it  yii\  Lerne  on  thys. 

138.  doted^  dotest. 

139.  lilel ;  misprinted /?/ in  Crowley. 

140.  he ;  so  in  Crowley.  Here  he  is  to  be  considered  as  another  spelling 
of  heo.,  the  A.S.  form  for  she. 

145.  Crowley  omits  this  line. 

146.  of  heiiene'\{m  %vi\\\Q. 

149.  Cr.  has     And  lerned  it  Moses,  for  y"  leuiest  thing  of  all. 

150.  plente'X  plant.  It  would  seem  that  plant  (also  spelt  jilai/?itr,  phnait/', 
plante,  plonte)  is  the  reading  in  Text  A,  and  plente  may  be  considered  ns  a 
variation  of  that  word.  The  spelling  pleiitee  (  =  plenty,  fulness)  is  probably 
wrong.  Love  is  likened  to  a  plant  descending  from  heaven,  growing  upon 
carlh,  and  shooting  up  again  heavenwards,  an  alh-gory  representing  the  In- 
carnation and  Resurrection. 
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152.  yefen.  hh  ftjUe\  yotcn  it  scluc. 

157./o//i-<?]  foike;  loue  (2). 

177.  wi/nne]  wjn ;  worch  (2). 

192.  Omitted  in  Crowley's  latest  issue,  but  retained  in  the  preceding 
ones.  Tliis  is  an  easy  test  for  distinguishing  his  third  issue  from  his  second. 
It  nearly  agrees  with  1.  186. 

203.  graith ;  omitted  in  Crowley's  third  issue  only.  This  furnishes 
another  test.     See  last  note. 


Passus  II.  1.  27.  maHered'\  maried.     Obviously  wrong. 

33.  leef\  life.  35.  lappe\  lyppe.  39.  mansed]  mazed;  manzed  (2), 
mauzed  (3).         47.  worth']  worke.     But  see  Prol.  1.  187. 

5i.  bodeii]  bounden.         72.  frffement']  feoffemente. 

74.  Carta  is  here  written  in  the  margin  of  the  Oriel  MS.  The  sidenote 
in  Crowley  runs  thus : — "  JNIaritagium  prauum  cum  feofl■emc/^to  in  malo  feodo, 
et  de  peruersa  tenura." 

87.  hor(jhe\  borough.     This  gives  the  right  sense. 

91.  Crowley  has  tlie  same,  with  ^'  the  instead  of  and.  In  MS.  Laud 
the  line  is  written,  "  There  as  wille  wolde  •  and  wermanship  failletli,"  which 
has  been  corrected  by  the  insertion  of  ne  before  wold-e,  and  the  expunction  of 
the  word  and.  But  the  old  reading  seems  more  correct ;  for  the  author  is 
speaking  of  desires  and  idle  thoughts,  such  as  are  indulged  by  those  whose 
appetite  is  strong,  though  they  are  otherwise  impotent. 

100.  Crowley  has — For  they  linen  by  luste,  that  is  bir  laste  ende. 

116.  weddi/nges]  weddinges.  In  most  cases  where  MS.  Laud  contains 
false  readings,  the  line  is  marked  at  the  side  with  a  small  cross  by  a  cor- 
rector (probably  the  author)  who  read  over  the  poem  after  the  scribe  had 
written  it  out.  The  present  line  is  so  marked,  on  account  of  the  false  reading 
icendynges.  These  marks  have  been  of  great  service,  and  are  of  course  of 
authority.  Another  marked  line  is  1.  2'27  of  this  passus,  where  r  has  been 
omitted  in  mynstralles.     See  the  description  of  the  Laud  MS.  in  the  Preface. 

118.  engendred  ;  so  in  Crowley,  and  clearly  right. 

121.  This  is  the  right  place  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  text  furnished 
by  the  three  MSS.  named  Bodley  814,  Brit.  Mus.  Additional  10574,  and 
Cotton  Caligula  All.  Of  these,  the  first  two  are  so  nearly  alike  that  one  is 
merely  a  duplicate  of  the  other.  They  resemble  each  other  in  general 
appearance,  and  are  almost  certainly  bi/  the  same  scribe,  and  of  the  same  date. 
They  agree  word  for  word,  and  almost  letter  for  letter,  though  they  often  differ 
considerably  from  other  MSS.  They  omit  the  same  lines,  such  omissions 
being  rather  frequent,  and  they  exhibit  similar  peculiarities  of  spelling.  The 
third  MS.  is  of  later  date,  but  is  probably  copied  from  one  of  the  two  former, 
as  it  exhibits  precisely  the  same  text.  So  close  is  the  resemblance  between 
the  three  that  I  have  found  it  quite  unnecessary  to  collate  them  all  through- 
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out,  and  liave  therefore  selected  MS.  Bodlcy  S14  for  collation,  and  ihc  read- 
ings given  from  it  (marked  B)  may  be  considered  to  represent  the  read- 
ings of  all  three.  As  they  may  thus  be  referred  to  a  common  origin,  the 
peculiarities  of  the  text  they  exhibit  are  the  less  remarkable.  This  text  is 
somewhat  of  a  jumble,  and  the  variations  in  it  are  iu  some  places  of  a 
spurious  character.  It  begins  like  Text  C,  which  it  follows  throughout  the 
Prologue,  Passus  I.,  and  the  first  120  lines  of  Passus  II.  From  that  point  it 
begins  to  follow  the  B-text,  but  its  variations  are  numerous  throughout  the 
rest  of  this  Passus,  and  in  the  beginning  of  Passus  III.  These  variations 
seem  due  to  the  influence  of  an  A-text ;  see  note  to  1.  172.  It  then  gradually 
approaches  the  text  of  our  Laud  MS.,  and  iu  some  places  follows  it  very 
closely.  I  now  give  a  quotation,  corresponding  to  lines  114 — 123,  which 
will  shew  how  the  junction  of  the  C-  and  B-texts  has  been  effected. 
From  MS.  Bodley  814, /o/.  8. 

fianne  tenede  hym  theologie  •  whan  he '  Hse  talis  herde. 

And  scyde  to  Symonye  •  "  now  sorwe  mote  >ou  haue 

Such  a  weddyug  to  worche  •  >at  wraf^J^e  my^tte  treupe ; 

And  er  Hs  weddyng  be  wrou^t  •  woo  l^e '  bitide  !  4 

For  mede  is  moilere  •  amendes  was  hire  dame, 

Al-|30ui  fals  were  hire  fadir  •  and  fikiP  tou;/ge  hire  belsire. 

Amendis  was  hire  modir  •  by  trewe  mennys  lokyng. 

And  wifj-oute  hire  modir  amendis  •  mede  may  not  be  weddid.  8 

For  treuj^e  ply^t  hire  trew]>e  •  to  wcdde  on  of  hire  doughters, 

And  god  graunte  hit  were  so  •  so  no  gile  were. 

And  l^ou  hast  gyuen  hire  as  gyle  tau^te  •  now  god  ^cne  \<i  sorwe  ! 

For  Cyuyle  and  \>y  silue  *  •  seldom  fulfiUi)^  12 

That  god  wolde  were  ydo  •  wijj-oute  sum  disceyt. 

jjc  tixtis  tellifj  not  so  •  treul^e  wot  jse  so^jc. 

Dig n  us  est  operarius  mercecle  sua  ; 
Wor};i  is  Jse  werkman  •  his  mede  to  haue. 
And  {jou  hast  fastnede  wi)?  fals  •  fy  on  \^  lawes  !  "  16 

Here  lines  1 — 13  agree  with  the  C-text  very  closely;  see "Whitaker's  edition, 
p.  30.  Lines  14—16,  on  the  contrary,  belong  to  the  B-text  (see  11.  121^ 
123  of  Pass.  II.),  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  last,  are  entirely  different 
from  the  C-text,  which  gives  in  this  place  an  account  of  the  martyrdom  of 
St  Lawrence. 

124.  MS.  B  (Bodlcy  814)  has — For  al  is  falsnesse  and  lesyngis  ■  and 
lecherie  })at  \q\\  werkis. 

The  readings  of  B  throughout  the  rest  of  this  Passus  are  not  worth 
giving,  being  almost  invariably  inferior,  and  often  corrupt.     I  may  instance 

'  MS.  Calig.  has  she. 
-  MS.  Addit.  ha.s  ye.  ^  jjs.  Addit.  lias./?A/A:. 

*  MS.  Calig.  has  and  syluer. 
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as  examples  tlic  following;  ]>a(  sore  auoie/i  for  noyeth  in  1.  Yi^;  frynt  of  for 
Jikel  in,  in  1.  129  ;  hundlid  for  ysheiced,  in  1.  134 ;  be  setle  to  for  bmtte,  in  1. 
I'lO  ;  al-xo  londe-meii  for  had  hem  alle  be  boicii,  in  1.  159,  &c.  Of  these,  the 
reading  handlid  is  borrowed  from  Text  A. 

110.  Here  soure  must  mean  sourly,  bitterly ;  cf.  shut  able  it  bittere  ;  Pass, 
iii.  219.     Crowley  has  sore. 

143.  floreynes"]  florences. 

149.  /aire']  fayre  ;  great  (2)  and  (3). 

172.  Here  MS.  B  has— 

Alle  ]>e  officiales  and  denes  "  as  destreris  hem  di^te. 

For  {jei  shuldeu  bere  j^e  bischopis  •  and  brynge  hem  at  restc. 

Paulynes  peple  ■  for  pleyntis  in  ]>&  coustorie,  &c. 

This  is  evidently  borrowed  from  Text  A,  Pass.  ii.  150 — 152 ;  and  indeed, 
the  rest  of  this  Passus  in  B  belongs  ratlier  to  tlie  A-text  than  the  B-tcxt, 
whieh  accounts  for  the  insertion  after  1.  204  of  the  two  lines — 

Symonye  and  Cyuyle  '  y  sende  hem  to  warne, 

j?at  holichirclie  for  hem  •  worj^  harmed  for  eueremore. 

{See  A.  ii.  178.) 
185.  tome']  tyme.     But  tome,  meaning  leisure,  is  the  right  reading. 
187.  ffyed]  guyded.     This  is  rather  a  gloss  than  a  true  reading. 
198.  come']  can.     Probably  misprinted  for  cam. 

208.  Crowley  has  in  the  margin  of  the  second  impression — Drede  maketh 
the  gilty  flee — which  well  expresses  the  drift  of  this  passage. 

215.  A  good  test-line  for  the  three  issues  by  Crowley.  The  first  has — 
leped  awaye  than;  the  second — leaped  away  than;  the  third — leaped,  and 
away  ranne.     llogers  has — leaped,  and  awaye  ranne. 

222.  gaf]  gaue  hym.  But  the  sense  is  rather,  that  they  gave  men  pardon 
by  his  means. 

Passus  III.  The  variations  in  MS.  B  are  at  first  rather  numerous,  and 
of  less  value.  Throughout  lines  1—86  the  most  important  liave  been 
selected,  and  are  given  in  the  footnotes.  It  omits  1.  18,  in  common  with 
Text  A,  but  after  this  it  is  little  influenced  by  that  text,  and  approaches  MS. 
Laud  more  closely.  The  less  important  variations  in  lines  1 — 86  are  given 
here. 

1.  and  namo]  nomen  B.     Cf.  Text  A. 

3.  a]  to  hym  a  B.     can  T  fiou^t]  y  can  not  telle  B. 

5.  shal]  wole  B. 

6.  Aire]  to  hire  B. 

7.  B  omits  this  line. 

12.  They]  B  omits,     in]  at  B. 

13.  Gentilliche]  Pul  gentily  B.     somme]  Crowley  has  came. 
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15.  To  confoiie\  Aud  coiifortc)?  B. 

17.  wil  wisse\  will  wisbe.     Cf.  note  to  Pass.  i.  42. 

18.  leue\  leefe. 

21.  B  has — Of  here  goodis  •  and  here  grete  ^iftis. 

23.   Co2q)cs\QjO])t%.    fo/)^;/*-]  Copes ;  Cups  (2)  «m^  (3). 

25.  lau-i^te  \>ei\  toke  Jei  here  B.     at\  of  B. 

26.  B  has — Tho  come  Hse  clerkis  •  to  conforte  Lire  {^anue. 

27.  be  blil]ie\  \i\\\>^  to  be  B. 

28.  )>e — lasite\  the  while  we  moune  laste. 

29.  Ful  heudely  jianne  •  she  hi^te  hem  \&  same  B. 

30.  y)w\  hem.  If  we  read  -ipw,  we  must  suppose  this  Hue  to  form  part  of 
Meed's  speech.  Most  MSS.  have  yiwre  in  1.  31,  though  Crowley  has  her^ 
(like  W). 

Obs.  Between  11.  30  and  31,  Crowley  has  an  extra  line — 

To  begge  hem  benilices,  pluralities  to  haue. 

The  alliteration  of  this  is  defective. 

32.  leodel  clerke.     But  this  spoils  the  alliteration. 

34.  clokk('^,  cloke. 

36.  mellud ;  Crowley  has  the  same  spelling. 

39.  i/folwe(f\  Ifolowed;  yfoulocd  (2) ;  yfouled  (3). 

48.  wi/ndoioe]  witdow  (3).     Crowley's y/"/-*/  impression  omits  _/«/. 

50.  siker']  TuU  sikir  B. 

51^03.  The  four  lines  in  MS.  R  are  evidently  imitated  from  Text  A, 
which  see.  In  the  margin  of  Crowley's  text  [second  impression)  we  find — ■ 
"The  fruites  of  Popishe  penaunce." 

53.  While  |)e  loue  of  lordis  •  Icccherie  haunti)^  B. 

55.  a — o/"]  fraileues  of  the. 

58.  Crowley  also  inserts  the  before  seucu. 

61.  fflaseti]  glasen;  do  glaseu  (2).         63.  Do']  And  B. 

63.  segge — sei/>i]  man  shal  siegge  B. 

68.  oii-^te'\  aujte  B. 

69.  For-]>l  1  lere']  Therfore  I  lerne. 

71.  3^]  \>d  B. 

72.  For  3*?  B  has  )>ei,  and  for  T,oiore  reads  here,  but  preserves  7,oure,  which 
is  contradictory,     heucne]  heue/i  (1)  and  (2) ;  haue«  (3). 

75.  biC]  bcddith;  biddeth  (2).     Bit  is  the  contracted  form  of  biddeth. 

81,  83.  buggeii\  byghe.  Crowley's  sidenote  {second  impression)  is — 
"  What  harme  yll  vitillcrs  do,  &  what  abuse  is  in  rcgrati'i'g." 

86.  be  y'\  bi  ])e  B  (which  is  clearfy  wrong).  If  the  reader  will  turn  to  the 
specimens  of  MSS.  given  in  the  "  Parallel  Extracts  "  (E.  E.  T.  S.  1866)  he 
will  sec  how  closely  MSS.  Bodley  814  (numbered  3)  and  Addit.  10574  (num- 
bered 4)  agree.   Both  have  the  curious  spelling  bieggen  in  1.  83,  and  (he  false 
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rending  bl  \>eficl  certeyne  in  1.  80.      The  latter  is  copied  in  MS.  Calig.  A.  xi 
(niunbercd  S). 

Obs.  From  this  point  MS.  B  agrees  with  our  text  closely  in  general,  and 
its  variations  are  given  in  the  footnotes. 

97.  breniie  is  also  Crowley's  reading. 

98.  Crowley  inserts  Ihat.  Its  omission  in  MS.  Laud  is  an  obvious  error, 
and  the  line  is  marked  as  incorrect. 

101.  ofsenf]  sent  for. 

lOi.  Here,  as  in  1.  36,  Mr  Wriglit  prints  mciic]>  for  mene\>.  In  MS.  AV, 
the  word  may  be  read  cither  way  ;  but  see  Meiie  in  Halliwell. 

107.  Crowley  rightly  inserts  (he. 

112.  lal ;  omitted  in  Crowley's  later  impressions. 

120.  Arl  Or.     All  three  forms  ar,  er,  or,  were  in  use. 

125.  lereth]  lerneth.     To  learn  often  means  to  (each. 

127.  All  the  MSS.  (except  L)  retain  Sr  or  and.     Crowley  has  and. 

lio.  A.s']  As  maye. 

153.  Crowley  also  has  foiileth. 

156.  haue  his  forth']  be  of  force,  go  so  \>iklce'\  fli  so  thick  ;  fly  to  thick  (2)  ; 
fly  to  think  (3).     Rogers  has — fly  to  thicke. 

101.  After  this  line  Crowley's  later  copies  have  an  extra  line — 

"  Bi  good  reso«  y«t  is  gret  ruth,  relierse  m&ii  what  he?;i  liketh." 

It  is  not  in  his  Urst  edition,  nor  is  it  clear  where  he  found  it. 

ISO.  liij/iie  half '  elleuene']  me  halfe  a  leuen.  Upon  this  Dr  Whitaker  re- 
marks— "Thou  hast  hanged  on  my  hals,  i.  e.  neck,  which  Crowley,  in  his 
ignorance  of  the  language  of  his  author,  read  thus — Thou  hast  hanged  on  me 
halfe  a  leveii  times."  Nevertheless,  Crowley  is  right  in  printing  halfe,  though 
lie  should  also  have  printed  mi/,  not  me.  My  halfe  =  my  side,  and  I  have 
been  utterly  unable  to  find  any  MS.  of  the  B-type  with  the  reading  hals. 
My  note  to  A.  iii.  174  contains  therefore,  I  fear,  a  misstatement  as  to  this 
matter. 

187.  Crowley  retains  it. 

193.  homeward]  vpward. 

210.  alienes]  alieutes. 

213.  reiine]  runne ;  go  (2).  Crowley  also  has  gifles  for  -s^ftes,  as  if  the 
alliteration  depended  on  the  initials  of  giftes,  yinge,  and  go.  But  we  know 
from  Text  A  that  renne  is  correct.  The  alliteration  follows  a  rule,  according 
to  which  each  half-line  is  alliterative  within  itself. 

217.  of^maistre]  for  her  maistris. 

221.  of  hern]  after.  This  accounts  for  the  reading  aftir  mede  in  the  next 
line,  in  Crowley's  third  issue  only,  where  aftir  is  an  erroneous  repetition. 

22-4.  prentis']  pre;ztises.  But  prentis  is  also  a  plural  form,  like  Imrgeys  in 
1.  102. 
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227.  The  curious  spelling  Qmt'^  sometimes  occurs  in  MS.  R,  but  as  the 
line  is  marked  for  correction  in  L,  I  have  inserted  the  more  usual  form  Quod, 
which  occurs  in  Crowley. 

232.  beii]  be ;  liueu  (2).     But  this  makes  the  line  halt. 

240.  piirsuetli^  preserueth.  To  the  quotation  Crowley  adds  noii  accipif ; 
which  should  have  been  noii  accepit. 

244.  a\  her.  This  seems  a  better  reading.  Perhaps  a  is  a  corrupt  pro- 
nuuciation  of  her. 

247.  seitli\  sayth  ;  spcaketh  (2).     This  makes  the  line  halt. 

252.  The  common  reading  of  the  MSS.  is  recipiehant,  as  in  Crowley. 
But  the  Oriel  MS.  is  right. 

275.  The  spelling  shenfallich  shews  that  the  d  was  obscurely  pronounced 
after  ti.     Crowley  has  shamefully,  which  is  a  translation  of  it. 

278.  Crowley  has — The  colour  of  thys  case,  ne  kepe  I  not  to  tell. 

281.  hetri  sothes]  sothe. 

284.  happe  shul  somme']  happe  shal  come.  Crowley  {second  impression) 
adds  a  sidenote — -"This  is  no  prophecy,  but  a  resonable  gathering." 

293.  Crowley  has — Shal  no  sergeant  for  his  seruice,  wcare  no  silke  liode. 

301.  Crowley  has — "  Moses  &  Messia  ;  "  and  in  the  sidenote  {second  im- 
pression)— "Thys  is  no  prophccyc,  but  a  truth  gathered  of  the  scriptures." 

304.  Crowley  has — "  Axe,  or  yet  hachet." 

307.  pylcoys^  pykeaxc. 

331,  332.  The  occurrence  of  victorie  in  11.  331,  348,  makes  it  desirable  to 
give  the  quotation  from  the  Proverbs  in  full.  It  is — "  A'ictoriam  et  houorem 
adquiret  qui  dat  muuera  :  animam  autem  aufert  accipientium."  The  last  four 
words  arc  "  J^e  taille  of  )>e  tixte,"  and  are  quoted  below,  in  1.  346. 

335.  herte']  well.  In  1.  336,  Crowley  omits  lyi/c,  and  in  the  two  next  lines 
reads  she  loked.  She  shuld. 

Passtjs  IA'".  1.  2.  scnrifne'\  sangtle  (.«'f). 

9.  my\  the.  After  this  line  the  MSS.  seem  to  have  lost  a  line  (1.  10  of 
the  A-text),  which  Crowley,  in  his  second  impression,  retains- — "  Of  Mede 
and  of  other,  and  what  man  shal  hir  wedde  " — where  other  should  be  other  mo. 

11.  \e  lered  and  \e  lewede]  the  learned  &  the  lewd. 

13.  rowneth]  roundeth.  Probably  round  is  a  corruption  of  rotcn,  as 
sound  is  of  soun. 

23.  kaireth;  of.  Prol.  1.  29.  Crowley  has  carted  in  \\\^  second  impression, 
but  carieth  in  his^^r,?^. 

27.  for  ]H'i]  for  they. 

28.  \e  cheker']  the  Eschekcr. 
34.  Wynne']  get. 

57.  bereth]  stcleth.         62.  luft]  luske. 

67.  wan^  wcnde ;  went  (2) ;  but  note  that  MS.  R  has  wan. 
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73.  //is]  liyr. 

91.  mengeii\  nicue;?  {inisprinled  for  mcne/O- 

108.  rest]  rest;  sit  (2).         118.  hym]  hyne;  hyndc  (2). 

121.  baiardes]  barns.  But  baiardes  is  right ;  the  expense  of  them  should 
go  towards  building  houses  for  the  poor,  and  so  should  the  expenses  of  the 
hawks  and  hounds,  mentioned  in  the  line  following. 

131.  fynt  hym]  fynde  it. 

lil.  badde]  baddc  that. 

146.  wcdde]  wed;  dare  wed  (2). 

151.  of- — soicle]  of  y"  pore  cowmo;/,  ne  kings  soule. 

156.  falle  in]  I'aile.  This  variation  is  due  to  the  faile  following.  It  re- 
verses the  sense,  for  Waryn  only  failed  in  speech  when  florins  were  given  to 
bribe  him  to  do  so. 

160.  mansed]  mauzed. 

IZ-l.  almostc — it]  had  it  ncre  shewt. 

175.  Crowley's  sidenote  {second  impression)  is — "The  lawicrs  kepe  the 
kinge  from  hys  right." 

177.  ^if  Iregne  any  while.  This  is  an  excellent  instance  of  the  anachron- 
isms that  sometimes  appear  in  this  version  of  the  poem,  owing  to  its  havin"- 
been  composed  at  different  periods.  In  1.  45  of  this  Passus,  the  king  and  his 
son  are  mentioned,  i.e.  Edward  and  the  Black  Prince  ;  and  that  line  was  com- 
posed about  A.D.  13G2,  as  it  appears  in  Test  A.  We  now  come  to  a  line, 
however,  in  which  the  king  says  what  he  will  do,  if  he  reigns  any  vMle  ;  and 
this  was  therefore  written  at  the  time  of  the  accession  of  Richard  II.,  which 
took  place  in  June,  1377.  It  -will  be  observed,  accordingly,  that  this  line 
does  not  appear  in  Text  A. 

189.  Crowley's  text  (resembling  MS.  W  as  usual)  has — "  By  my  cou;/cel 
cowmuue."     But  this  is  an  inferior  reading. 

193.  This  line,  which  is  retained  by  Crowley,  is  omitted  by  Rogers. 

Passus  V,  1.  13   toere,  not  teas,  in  Crowley's  text. 

28.  Stowue]  Stowne.         29.  icyaen]  wynen  ;  see  Crit.  Note  to  A.  v.  29. 

45.  lereii?\  learne. 

46.  Crowley's  sidenote  {second  ioipression)  is — "The  suppression  of 
Abbayes.     Good  cou?zsell." 

49.  \>e  comune]  hys  commons.         50.  triacle]  treacle. 

52.  gyiie]  gene;  gaue  (2). 

67,  68.  Crowley's  _/yi7^  impression  omits  1.  67;  the  later  issues  insert  it 
after  1.  68,  with  the  false  spelling  affaynten. 

73.  Crowley's  sidenote  {second  impression)  — "The  olde  satisfacio«" — 
is  a  little  obscure ;  it  probably  means  that  the  Reformation  did  not  favour 
prayers  to  our  Lady  or  penance. 

75.  doke]  day.     But  "to  drink  with  the  duck"  is  to  drink  water. 
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85.  he  yde\  Crowley  ondfs. 

90.  Heiained  by  Crowley,  tliough  omitted  in  MS.  W. 

108.  hareri\  bare.     110.  Eleijne]  Elen. 

112.  liketh  myn  herte]  lyketli  mine  hert ;  miue  lierte  aketh  (2). 

124.  ho-so  schrape]  sliraping  of.     This  is  a  good  reading. 

125.  ^iis  redili]  Yes  redily ;  This  I  reade  (2). 

126.  o/]  for.         138.  list  res]  listers;  Legisters  (3). 

139.  low]  smal ;  smoth  (2).  This  shews  that  Io/p  is  used  to  imply  w/u's- 
•pered  flatteries  and  insinuations. 

143.  This  can  only  mean — "  And  now  that  parsons  have  perceived  that 
friars' partake  of  their  fees."  Crowley  has — "And  persons  haue,"  &c. — 
which  puts  haue  in  its  right  place  ;  but  7iom  should  not  have  been  omitted. 
The  reading  given  in  the  text  is  supported  by  Lord  Ashburnham's  MS.  No. 
129.     See  the  description  of  that  MS.  in  the  Preface. 

144.  possefisioiieres]  possessours. 

146.  Thaf]  And.  Crowley's  sidenote  {second  impression)  is — "A  good 
scholemastcr." 

148.  Crowley  has — "  Thus  thei  speke«  of  mi  spiritualtie,  &  despise  ech 
other." 

154.  were]  had.     si/ffre]  suffer. 

160.  worth]  was. 

162.  I-rnade]  made.  Here  the  I-  can  be  nothing  but  a  prefi.K,  which  is 
occasionally  found  with  the  past  tense  at  this  period.  It  was  probably  int  re- 
duced here  metri graf'ia,  as  it  improves  the  flow  of  the  verse.  Observe  that 
it  is  retained  in  MSS.  L.  11,  and  O,  but  omitted  in  W,  C,  and  B. 

1G7.  ordeirjHcd']  prouided.  This  seems  a  better  reading,  as  it  preserves 
the  alliteration. 

168.  Observe  that  Crowley  has  two  lines  in  place  of  this  one,  and  that 
they  differ  from  all  the  MSS.  which  1  have  collated.  If  ever  the  MS.  used 
by  Crowley  is  recovered,  it  may  be  known  by  this  test,  and  by  the  extra  line 
after  iii.  30.     He  reads — 

Lest  happeli  they  had  had  no  grace  to  hold  harlatri  in, 
For  they  are  tide  of  her  tonges,  &  must  al  secretes  tell 

Crowley  adds  (in  his  second  impression)  the  sidenote— Gregory  wold  not  suf- 
fer womeune  to  hear  confession. 

169.  I  shonye]  I  shame«;  which  is  almost  certainly  wrong. 
177.  vnthende]  vnhende  ;  cf,  reading  of  O. 

186,  187.  me]  hym  (in  both  places),  my]  his.  And  surely  Crowley's 
MS.  has  here  a  better  reading  than  any  of  the  rest. 

189.  sire — loked]  so  sternly  hym  lokcd  ;  so  sternely  he  loked  (2).  I  pre- 
fer Jlcrny  to  Henry,  because  it  is  authorized  by  all  the  MSS.  of  the  A-class. 
lleruy  also  occurs  in  C^. 
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193.  chiitelecT]  slicucrcd  (i.  c.  sliivcrcd).     eldc']  oldc. 

199.  tcellhe]  welth;  wclte  (2).  In  MS.  L  it  may  be  read  citlier  as 
"welche"  or  "  wcllbc,"  but  the  spelling  "  well^e"  in  W  decides  this  point. 

212.  plaited]  plitte;  plyt  (2);  splyt  (3). 

215.  icebbe]  websler.  Though  -sler  is  properly  i\\e  feininiiie  termination, 
the  distiuetion  was  at  this  period  rapidly  being  lost. 

221.  hi/mseluo\  it  selfe.  This  curious  variation  seems  to  indicate  that  Inim- 
selue  refers,  not  to  laboreres,  but  to  peiiy  ale  and  podyng  ale  ;  cf.  next  line. 

225.  mij  wyf]  she. 

228.  so  the  ik]  sothelick ;  which  is  probably  an  ingenious  (yet  wrong) 
correction  by  Crowley  himself. 

238.  / — were]  I  toke  rifling  for.     leriied — boke]  neuer  red  boke. 

244.  ]>e  crosse]  the  crosse ;  crese  (2). 

249.  I  dele]  I  dele;  Idle  (2)  (an  obvious  misprint). 

259.  Ci"0wley  has — That  kilth  hem  if  he  cay^  hem  catch,  for  couet  of  her 
skins. 

263.  lene]  leue.  This  is  always  a  very  difficult  point;  lene  =  Germ. 
leihen,  and  is  transitice,  but  leue  =  Germ,  erlauben,  and  can  only  be  followed 
by  a  dependent  clause,  not  by  an  accusative.  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  when 
the  word  in  question  is  preceded  by  god,  we  should  read  leue ;  but  in  thh 
instance  the  use  of  the  accusative  grace  decides  us  in  favour  of  leiie.  Cf.  note 
to  Prol.  126. 

267.  Crowley's  sidenote  {second  impression)  is — 111  gotten  goodes  must 
be  ill  spent. 

271.  \eiy — leues]  bryght  golde  if  it  were. 

273.  Crowley's  second  impression  has — Or  els  that  I  could  know  it  by 
any  kindes  wyt.  But  \X\q  first  impression  omits  the  line;  and  perhaps  it  is 
spurious. 

283.  where]  whether.     And  such  is  licre  the  meaning. 

289.  Crowley  omits  the  Latin  quotation. 

296.  -ifldest]  paist.  Both  readings  spoil  the  alliteration.  Surely  Lang- 
land  wrote  lenest  or  lenst  (  =  lendest). 

312.  she]  he  ;  (and  so  in  1.  310).  The  brewsters  were  females.  The 
Laud  MS.  has  the  correct  reading  in  1.  310,  shewing  that  he  is  here  a  mere 
slip. 

319.  cokkeslaiie.     The  modern  name  is  Cock  Lane,  Smithfield. 

320.  Dawe^  Dawe  ;  Dauie  (2).     The  names  are  equivalent. 
331.  chajfare]  chaffer ;  ware  (2). 

337.  noumpere]  vmj)er.     This  spoils  the  alliteration. 

338.  Crowley's  second  impression  has — For  to  trye  this  chaffer,  betwexte 
hem  there.  But  the  first  edition  omits  this  line,  and  it  is  probably  spurious, 
like  1.  273. 

346.  i/-globbed^  ygolped. 
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351.  wexed]  wyped.     Cf.  Text  A,  and  the  Critical  Note. 

357.  stumbled']  sto^bled.  The  line  in  L  is  marked  for  correction.  It 
may  be  that  all  the  copies  are  wrong,  and  that  the  right  word  is  \rompelde, 
as  in  the  Vernon  MS.,  Text  A. 

307.  y;de\  we«t.     Cf.  MS.  O. 

370.  ^Dif]  wife ;  wit  (2).  The  latter  is  an  error,  due  to  the  recurrence 
of  tlie  syllable  loite  in  edwite.     The  A-class  MSS.  have  toj/f. 

388.  Crowley  inserts  to,  and  has  (in  the  second  impression)  the  sidenote — 
Prety  vowes. 

398.  roxed]  raskled.         399.  renlce\  reuk. 

403.  But  of  our  lorde  or  our  lady,  I  lerne  nothyug  at  all. — Cr. 

413.  Crowley  omits  of  souteres. 

43i.  Crowley  inserts  "  y","  and  for  rede  has  " make." 

439.  ]>ere  ligge  a/i^^te]  ought  be;  if  ought  be  (2). 

440.  feriujere]  fertlier.  It  is  clear  that  Crowley's  MS.  had/c/v/ye;-,  which 
he  mistook  ior/er]^er. 

441.  Sixti/]  Syxc.    foryte]  forgotten. 

443.  of  speclie\  of  spence.     This  reading  (where  .^jfjwt.' =  expencc)  cer- 
tainly gives  better  sense. 
446.  lerne]  learning. 
452.  ^colde'\  wyl, 
476.  owe  is  glossed  by  deheo  in  L ;  Crowley  has  knoice,  as  in  R. 

494.  madest]  raakest. 

495,  498.  St/te  and  Secte  seem  to  be  the  same  word.  Secte  is  the  Latin 
form,  S/ite  the  French.  See  Sect  in  Wedgwood,  where  secta  is  shewn  to  be 
tlie  Latin  for  a  suit  of  clothes,  and  for  a  snit  or  action  at  law.  Crowley  has 
s/i/'fe  in  the  first  place,  sect  in  the  second,  and  sute  again  in  1.  504. 

514.  Crowley  has  the  word  nos. 

520.  Crowley  omits  wysjte ;  and  in  tlie  next  line  has  lAustcrijnfje. 

525.  witheivj/ndes']  wythe  wandes. 

540.  dwelletli]  wo;mith.     And  agahi  in  1.  501. 

542.  pike]  poke.  A  poke  is  a  pouch,  and  therefore  niucli  (he  same  as 
sctippe. 

547.  suren  Iii/m]  suren  liym ;  sweren  (2).  In  the  margin  of  the  second 
impression  Crowley  has — The  plowman  is  Truthes  seruaunt. 

559.  hewe]  helk.  In  the  black-letter,  ^/fc  is  strikingly  like  an  MS.  w; 
helk  is  doubtless  due  to  a  MS.  reading  hew. 

587.  halfe']  hande.     Halfe  means  side.     Cf.  note  to  iii.  ISO. 

589.  herghp^^  bercli.  What  a  bercli  is,  I  know  not.  Berglie  means  lul! ; 
the  A-text  has  brok,  i.  e.  a  brook. 

590.  fees]  foes.  The  spelling/oi?*  is  misleading,  and  therefore /r.?  may  be 
preferred.    Xtifoes  may  stand  for feos,  as  poeple  does  iov people;  cf.  Pass.  i.  7 

612,  Crowley,  in  his  second  impression,  has  Paradisi  porta  before  per 
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Etiam  ;  at  any  rate,  porta  must  be  understood.  The  word  itenan  is  inserted 
from  R;  strictly  speaking,  R  has  \ier\i.m,  &c.,  omitting  patefada  ent.  But  see 
Political,  Religious,  and  Love  Poems,  ed.  Furnivall,  ISCG ;  p.  230. 

Cl'l.  go  i)i\  come  ;  contrary  to  the  alliteration. 

620.  inikketli\  poketh  ;  paketh  (3).     But  in  1.  643,  Crowley  has  pok'td. 

627.  The  reading  ri^iftes  in  R  can  be  explained.  The  scribe  was  no  doubt 
thinking  of  the  seven  f/ifts  of  the  Spirit. 

636.  seiiene^  systers  seueu. 

649.  Two  lines  in  Crowley — 

I  wyll  go  fccche  my  boxe,  wiih  my  breucts  [ayV]  al 
And  also  a  bull,  wyth  a  Byshops  letters. 

The  second  issue  of  the  seco//d  impression  (i.  e.  the  t/iird  edition)  has  hreuet^, 
which  in  both  the  preceding  issues  is  printed  brenets.  It  also  has  the  strange 
spelling  boxke. 

651.  bicome^  be  gon ;  be  gomie  (2). 

Passus  VI.     1.  tcho  so']  if  we. 

2.  Crowley  has — That  wold  we«de  \Nith  vs  ech  a  fote,  &  y''  wei  tel. 

6.  Crowley  has — I  woulde  wend,  &c. 

10.  Crowley  has — And  ye  se  lonely  ladies,  &c.,  in  his  seco7id  impression. 
But  \i.h  first  impression  omits  se. 

32.  \>e'\  the.  The  reading  \w  is  better  than  \>i,  in  my  opinion.  I  take  it 
to  be  the  dat.  case  of  \>ou.     Affaite  ]pe  =  tame  for  thyself. 

49.  Crowley  (in  his  second  impression)  has — 

Than  thou,  but  thou  do  bet,  and  line  as  thou  shoulde 
Amice,  ascende  superius. 

And  in  the  margin — Luke  xiiii.  But  the  first  impression  omits  1.  49,  and  I 
fear  it  is  spurious. 

68.  lese]  gle;?e.  This  is  probably  a  gloss  of  Crowley's  own  ;  it  is  correct 
in  as  far  as  it  rightly  explains  lose  by  glean.  In  the  next  line,  Crowley  has 
maugre  who  so  bigrudge  it ;  where  bignidge  is  his  substitution  for  the  old 
form  bigrucche. 

73.  denote]  Benot  (3). 

96.  haue^  mind. 

118.  liow\  hey.  Crowley  has  (in  his  third  issue  only')  the  sideuote — Jolye 
workmen. 

138,  139.  For  he,  Crowley  has  ye,  in  both  places,  and  similarly  you  for 
hyni  in  1.  140. 

151.  posteles]  apostles,     powere  o/pe  bisschop]  bishops  power. 

156.  abosted]  abofted ;  and  bofeted  (2). 

163.  For  the  reading  vmlf  skynnes,  cf.  note  to  1.  175  of  Pass.  II.  (A-text) ; 
see  vol.  i.  p.  141. 

26 
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17i-  /io?(/jed]  whowped.     In  this  Y>\Rce,  ^o/{ped=.  wkoo/jed. 

196.  Crowley  has — For  bread  hnke/i  for  baierds,  &c. 

201.  ufort}i\  ford.     We  now  say  afford. 

203.  erde'\  yard;  yarth  (3). 

206.  be  to]  to  be.     But  be  to  is  correct,  to  done  being  the  gerund. 

222.  fals]  false;  falty  (3).  This  last  alteration  is  probably  due  to 
Crowley,  who  may  have  missed  the  construction.  It  means — "  or  that  any 
manner  of  wicked  men  (have  harmed)." 

223.  hem  is  also  Crowley's  reading,  in  his  second  impression  ;  \\\s  first  has 
him,  but  see  the  next  line. 

228.  I  retain  vindictam,  as  it  is  the  reading  of  all  the  copies,  Crowley's 
included.     It  should  be  vindida.     In  the  next  line,  Crowley  has  wilt. 

230.  biloue']  biloue.  Biloue  \ie  seems  to  mean  viake  thyself  beloved. 
Bllow  would  mean  humble  thyself.  But  Langland  seems  to  wish  to  translate 
Facife  vobis  amicos. 

239.  bete']  bate.     To  bete  is  to  remedy  ;  to  bate  is  to  abate. 

269.  afyngred]  a  huwgred.     Cf.  A.S.  of-hingrian. 

272.  calabre]  Calabrye.     This  is  nearer  to  the  Latin  form  Calabria. 

274.  londe']  bond.     To  "labour  with  land"  is  to  till  the  soil. 

307.  Crowley  also  has  the  spelling  halpeny,  but  only  in  the  third 
impression. 

308.  borghe']  burth  ;  borough  (3). 

320.  Crowley  has — "While  huy^ger  gafe  hem  hier,  not  one  of  hew  wold 
chide. 

328.  Crowley  has  this  side-note,  in  the  third  impression — This  is  no 
prophecy  but  a  pronostication.  I  fear  this  will  not  quite  clear  up  the 
diiBciilty.  Tor  eight  (1.  329)  he  has  higlit,  and  for  dawe  (1.  331)  he  has 
Dauie  (cf.  V.  320)  in  his  later  impressions ;  but  the  first  impression  has  eight 
and  Daice. 

Passvs  VII.  7.  myster']  mistery.  It  has  no  connection  with  mystery, 
being  from  the  0.  Fr.  mestier. 

42.  an  helpe']  in  helth.     But  an,  helpe  (  =  and  help  them)  is  right. 

62.  lybbyng]  lyuynge.     lyuen']  liuiden ;  libben  (2). 

68.  or  bit]  one  byt.  An  ingenious,  but  unnecessary,  alteration.  Bit  = 
biddeth,  begs. 

128,  129.  In  the  first  of  these  lines,  ioxfynt,  Crowley  \id&fndes;  in  the 
second,  he  \x2S1fedes.     Tynt  is  the  contracted  form  oS.  findeth. 

130.  perkin]  Parkin  (3).     Both  are  forms  of  Peterkin. 

137.  Eice  is  the  usual  spelling  of  Ejice  in  MSS.  of  the  fourteenth  cen- 
tury. Crowley  has  Ecce  by  mistake,  and  the  same  error  occurs  in  most  oi  the 
MSS. 

152.  deuyned]  dimued  ;  denied  (3).     So  also  iul.  157. 
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172.  Crowley's  side-note,  iu  Lis  second  impression,  is — Note  liowe  he 
scorneth  the  auclority  of  Popes. 

179.  iriennalcs]  treutals  (3).  In  1.  1S2,  Crowley  has  trieniales  in  the 
later  impressions.     Theyfrs^  edition  has  triemiales  in  both  places. 

193.  douhlefolde.  Crowley  has  strengthened  this  by  printing  "an  .C. 
fold,"  regardless  of  alliteration.  In  his  Jirsl  impression,  this  line  is  omitted 
altogether. 

19(5.  Obviously  distasteful  to  Crowley,  as  he  deliberately  altered  it  so  as 
to  stand  thus  : — 

And  make  Christe  our  meane,  that  hath  made  emends. 

Colophon.  See  note  to  1.  187  of  Pass.  VIII.  of  Text  A ;  vol.  i.  p.  148. 
In  order  to  mark  the  distinction  between  the  two  poems — of  "  Piers  the 
Plowman,"  and  "  Dowel,  Dobet,  and  Dobest " — the  more  clearly,  1  have  in- 
troduced the  leaf  with  the  title  of  the  second  poem.  Crowley's  heading  to 
the  next  Passus  is — Passus  octauus  de  visione.  Et  hie  iucipit  inquisitio 
prima  de  dowell. 

I  may  here  observe  that  the  titles  to  the  Passus  in  MS.  L  arc  generally 
written  twice  over;  once  by  the  scribe,  in  a  very  tine  small  hand  in  the 
margin,  and  once  by  the  rubricator  in  red  letters,  in  the  usual  place.  In  the 
present  case,  the  title  of  Passus  VIII.  stands,  in  the  rubric — Passus  octavus 
de  visione,  &  pn'mus  de  dowel.  But  in  the  margin  is  the  following  note  by 
the  scribe,  which  is  of  more  authority — Ps  viiJ2C5  de  visione,  &  hie  exp//cit. 
&  in[cipit]  inq«isic/o  pnma  de  dowel — where  the  conclusion  of  the  word 
incipit  has  been  cut  off  by  the  binder.  See  the  foot-note  to  the  title  of 
Passus  VIII. 

Passus  VIII.     49.  but — wole]  but  if  thou  wylt  thy  selfe. 

52.  to  yresy/ue]  two  yeresyeftis ;  two  yeresgifts  (2).  But  the  correction 
is  needless,  and  against  authority.  To  -^eres-^pie  =  for  a  year's  gift ;  i.  e.  as  a 
present  or  gift.  The  ffift  is  but  one,  the  wit  2i\A  free-will  being  but  one  and 
the  same  thing. 

64.  Crowley  also  has  brought  me  on  slepe,  as  most  of  the  MSS.  But,  as 
the  poet  does  not  fall  asleep  till  1.  67,  the  correction  supplied  by  MS.  B  is  by 
all  means  to  be  accepted. 

65.  vppon  a  laicnde']  on  a  laud. 
72.  )>at  \}ow]  thou  y'. 

82.  tailende]  tayland;  taylyng,  as  ifi  MS.  0  (2). 

96.  pulte]  pnl. 

100.  or]  and.     did]  dyd ;  arne  (2). 

102.  to]  Cr.  omits. 

125.  Crowley  has — man  or  wonia«.  Either  reading  gives  sense,  nor  can 
we  decide  from  the  alliteration.  If  we  read  no  man,  the  word  man  satisfies 
the  alliteration  by  its  treble  occurrence  ;  if  we  read  womman,  the  alliteration 
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is  satisfied  by  the  words  whether,  icomman,  and  wolde,     Neitlier  tlie  A-text 
nor  C-text  helps  us. 

Passus  IX. — Title.  Crowley  has— Passus  nonus  dc  visioue.  Et  primus 
de  dowel. 

3.  medled~\  raedlid  ;  mi;^gled  (2). 

16.  lerynge'\  lerneing. 

20.  hen.de'\  end  (2)  ;  ende  (3),  xorongly. 

29.  lyssel  blis  (an  unnecessary  change,  whicli  spoils  the  alliteration). 

31.  schafte']  shape  (a  more  modern  form). 

33.  Crowley  has — And  made  Adam  lykest  to  hym  selfe  one. 

38.  B^te']  Eue«.     hp,i]  he. 

40.  letires  in  the  plural  form  has  a  singular  sense  ;  it  is  evidently  copied 
from  the  Latin  use.     In  Barbour  the  two  forms  are  used  indifferently. 
"  And  amang  othir,  letkes,  ar  gayn 
To  the,  byschop  off  Androw/s  towue, 
Th^i  tauld  how  slayn  wes  th&l  baroun. 
The  lettzV  tauld  hym  all  the  deid ;  &c." 

The  Bruce;  Bk.  ILL  80. 

47.  his]  our.     But  his  is  right,  as  proved  by  the  A-text. 

54.  he]  she.  Here  he  is  feminine,  answering  to  the  A.S.  heo,  and  signifies 
she.     The  reference  is  to  anima,  as  in  the  A-text,  1.  44.     Cf.  Pass.  V.  312. 

50.  he\  Cr.  omits.     Here  he  is  masculine. 

57.  lat]  ledyth;  leadith  (2);  leadeth  (3).  Lot  is  here  probably  a  con- 
tracted form  of  ledeth. 

61.  her  sonle]  there  souls.  But  soule  is  probably  used  as  a  translation  of 
anima.,  and  so  used  in  the  singular,  as  in  the  next  line,  where  Crowley,  how- 
ever, has  hir  soules. 

07.  Shulde  fyude  hem  that  faute,  &c.  (Crowley).  In  the  margin  of 
Crowley  {second  impression)  is  the  note — Wo  be  to  you  y'  turii  the  tithes  to 
priuate  vse. 

73.  And]  Cr.  omits,     lere^  lerne. 

80.  In  the  margin  of  Crowley  {second  impression) — Bestowe  your  tythcs 
as  you  are  bounde  to  do. 

86.  nel  we]  wil  we  not ;  wyl  not  we  (2). 

90.  a  taper]  a  laper ;  lapers  (2). 

91.  Crowley  has  minus.  The  word  is  so  plainly  written  in  the  ^ISS.  that 
we  must  hesitate  to  accept  Mr  Wright's  ingenious  suggestion,  viz.  tnimis. 

92.  yus]  so.     drat]  dredeth  {the  fuller  forni)  ;  see  1.  94. 
97.  Crowley  has  mo,  as  in  James  ii.  10. 

100.  spyre]  enspircd  {wrongly^. 
111.  o]  one.     Referring  to  Adam. 
115.  two]  Cr.  omits. 
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117.  t'l?-?*'-]  &  in  hcuen.  This  reading  seems  better,  though  the  general 
authority  of  the  MSS.  is  against  it. 

12i.  wedded]  wedded;  ioyned  (3).  In  the  margin  of  Crowley  {second 
impression) — Learn  to  chose  the  a  wyfe. 

139.  Crowley  also  h&s/orl/i :  of.  A-text. 

140.  ec/ie]  euery. 

150.  The  Vulgate  has — Nuniquid  colligunt  dc  spinis  uvas,  ant  de  tribulis 
Ileus  ? 

152.  wedlokett]  wedlocke  (2).     Wi?,  fir.st  impression  omits  the  wliole  line. 

177.  continue]  contyuue  ;  conteyne  (2). 

179.  likyng]  lykynge;  lokyng  (2). 

181.  wylt  is  Crowley's  reading.  The  latter  part  of  the  line  varies  in  the 
C-text. 

182.  Cf.  Political  Poems,  ed.  Wright,  vol.  i.  p.  159. 

"  Dcdita  gens  scortis  morietur  fulmine  sortis, 
Scribitur  in  portis,  meretrix  est  janua  mortis." 

190.  Crowley  also  has  liketh. 
201.  and  to  -^oiie/i]  vnto  menne. 

Passus  X.     12.  ]>e — pen-e]  precious  Pirre;  precious  Pearles  (2). 
21.  to — clepid]  is  oft  cleped  to  counsell. 

23.  witnessetli]  wytnesseth;  greatly  wytnesseth  (2).     Cf.  C-text. 
27.  letterure]  lecture. 
29.  to]  be  to. 

34.  pilat]  Pilate  falsely.     In  margin  of  Crowley  {second  impression) — 
Only  diuinitie  hath  no  reward. 
42.  Lickne]  Lyken. 

47.  yres7,me]  yeres  gyfte ;  newyeres  gyfte  (3). 

48.  noftthe]  nought.     But  nouthe  means  now. 

52.  Atte  mete]  At  the  meat ;  And  they  meet  (2),  wrongly. 
61.  The  remark  in  the  foot-note — that  this  line  is  marked  for  correction  in 
L — is  wrong. 

70.  Crowley  inserts  hym. 

78.  is — ywar]  is  none  ware;  are  none  ware  (2\ 

83.  welt — ricchesse]  wexeth  welthy  in  ryches.     Welt  =  iceldeth  ;  cf.  1.  88. 

89.  dure]  endure  {the  modern  f or ui). 

93.  Crowley  has  Iiouses. 

97.  Crowley  has  parler.     The  word  is  miswritten  ^r//o?<re  in  L. 

114.  in]  in ;  to  (3).     But  the  MSS.  have  m. 

1 29.  hanelounes]  hanylones ;  hanylowes  (2). 

137.  Crowley  has  as. 

138.  \>e  grounde]  therth  {put  for  the  erth). 
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Ittl.  Ill  margin  of  Crowley  {second  impression) — The  manor  of  thew  y' 
be  in  office. 

165.  sym'plete\  simplicitie. 

166.  ?'«]  in;  in  his  (2).     \ie\  Cr.  omits. 

169.  Crowley  has  gret  or  grete.  Yet  the  Vernon  MS.  (A-text)  has  grette, 
the  past  tense. 

Yil.  Crowley  hag — And  all  the  vuisons  in  musicke,  &c.  Fnisons  arose 
from  reading  musoicns  as  unisons. 

178.  carpentrie]  carpentre;  carpenters  (3),  as  in  A-text. 

180.  ten']  ten ;  seuen  (2).     But  observe  the  alliteration. 

183.  Crowley  omits  this  line. 

184.  lethj/l  lethy ;  the  A-text  has  lewed. 

189.  setgh]  sawe. 

190.  Crowley  has  nee,  as  in  Cato.  Yox  fac  simile  another  reading  in  Calo 
hfac  simules. 

192.  Crowley  also  has  go  me  to. 

195.  jme]  them  ;  hede  (2),  as  in  MSS.  T  and  V  (A-text). 

198.  hem  nedetK\  they  nede  (a  modernized  idiom). 

208.  geomesi/e']  geomansye;  cf.  A-text.     is  ginfuT\  so  gylfuU. 

211.  fyhicches'\  fybiches  ;  febichers  (2)  ;  cf.  A-text. 

'212.  alkenami/e']  alkiuamie;  cf.  A-text. 

214.  sciences ;  so  in  Crowley  and  A-text. 

221.  grette]  grete;  grate  (2);  both  here  and  in  1.  218. 

244.  Crowley  omits  the  Latin  quotation. 

246.  ]nis  it]  this,     willen]  wold. 

247.  ffne  irytte]  fyue  witte  ;  fine  wits  (2). 
250.  bohe]  boke;  lioly  boke  (2). 

266.  hosarde]  bosarde ;  bussarde  (2), 

276.  Marke]  marke;  Mathew  (2).  This  correction  was  therefore  made 
by  Crowley  ;  Marke  is  the  author's  own  mistake. 

279.  mansed]  mauzed.  Mr  Wright  prints  mausede  here,  but  corrects  it 
to  mansede  in  the  note  on  p.  537. 

281.  Byttere  aboic^te']  Bytter  aboute;  Bytterly  bought  (2). 

285.  made]  y'  made. 

287.  Canes]  caues :  Canes  muti  (2),  as  in  the  Vulgate. 

288.  And — worde]  And  to  lacke  you  w'  a  word,  &c. 

289.  And]  But. 

291 — 303.  This  is  one  of  those  passages  for  the  preservation  of  which 
we  are  much  indebted  to  the  Rawlinson  MS.,  which  represents  the  B-text 
with  all  its  latest  additions,  as  it  stood  just  before  it  was  re-cast  so  as  to  be- 
come the  C-text.  This  passage,  originally  forming  a  portion  of  the  A-text 
(Pass.  xi.  201 — 207)  was  at  first  cut  out;  but,  on  second  thoughts,  the  poet 
decided  to  retain  it.  Hence  it  appears  again  (slight ly  varied)  in  the  C-text, 
but  is  there  transferred  to  quite  a  different  part  of  the  poem,  so  as  to  form  a 
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part  of  Reason's  sermon,  wliicli  in  the  B-text  begins  at  Pass.  v.  13.  See 
p.  57  of  this  volume.     Cf.  Wiiitaker,  p.  83. 

306.  Crowley's  marginal  note  is— "llcade  thys." 

317.  Crowley's  marginal  note  {aecond  impression)  is — "  The  supprcssio;*^ 
of  Abbayes." 

325.  hanpiel^  had  it;  had  il  (2);  had  111  (3). 

333.  nrt/(y\  naught;  ought  (2),  wliich  spoils  the  alliteration. 

336.  Crowley  inserts  fo  before  /la/te. 

342.  prei/sedeii\  praise. 

356.  The  words  leue  and  len-e  cannot  be  distinguished  in  the  MSS.  Here 
leue  =  believe ;  cf.  1.  359. 

361.  It  is  also  Crowley's  reading 

362.  bakkesl  backs  (1)  and  (2) ;  bocks  (3). 

368.  It  is  clear  that  ho>i  mecaberls  is  the  author's  own  mistake,  as  it  is  in 
nearly  all  the  MSS.,  both  here  and  in  the  A-text,  xi.  247.  See  note  to  that 
line  in  vol.  i.  p.  153.  In  the  same  way  viiidldam  in  the  quotation  below 
ought  to  be  vutdlcta ;  yet  it  is  written  viiidictam  both  in  the  A-text,  and  in 
the  B-text  elsewhere  (1.  204  above). 

369.  /«]  Is ;  I  (2). 

377.  wytnessetKl  manaceth. 

378.  on  no  lettenire\  no  letter. 
388.  now\  Cr.  omits. 

398.  cathedram~\  so  in  Crowley,  the  A-text,  and  the  Vulgate. 

401.  Cr.  has — No  wight  y'  wroght  thero«  was  salf,  ue  any  workman 
els. 

408.  adreynte)i\  he  drowned. 

409.  curatoures']  curates ;  curate  (2). 

411 — 413.  Here  again  the  Rawlinson  MS.  gives  us  a  passage  which  re- 
appears, with  alterations,  in  the  C-text  (Whitaker,  p.  197). 

416.  Crowley  lias — And  for  he  bekened  to  {second  impression  beknew  on) 
y'  crosse,  &c. ;  the  latter  reading  is  better  than  Wright's  text  here. 

425.  kylle]  put ;  wJiich  spoils  the  alliteration. 

426.  Cr.  retains  now,  and  has  ^  for  wj/th  {second  impression). 
431.  wel  libhynge'\  wel  learned  {which  seems  better^. 

435.  lyther\  yl  ;  against  alliterat'on. 

441.  ]>o  he  seyde'\  Cr.  omits. 

452.  \e  trinitee']  the  Trinitie;  diuinitie  (2). 

Passus  XI.  The  first  line  answers  to  1.  12  of  Pass.  xii.  of  the  A-text 
(p.  137*).  It  will  be  seen  that  all  resemblance  between  the  A  and  B-texts 
ceases  here.  Yet  it  may  be  observed  that  the  phrase  Audioi  archana,  &c., 
(A-text,  xii.  22)  is  quoted  also  in  the  B-text  (xviii.  393).  Again,  the  words 
caban  and  crepte  (A.  xii.  35)  are  found  near  together  in  B.  iii.  190.  The 
quotation  Omnia  probate  (A.  xii.  50)  is  introduced  in  B.  iii.  335.     The  line 
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Many  fed  i/s,  &c.  (A.  xii.  58)  occurs  elsewhere  in  both  texts  (A.  prol.  02  ;  B. 
prol.  65).  As  Hunger  is  described  carrying  scraps  of  bread  (A.  xii.  68),  in 
a  similar  manner  is  Patience  described  (B.  xiii.  216).  There  is  much  like- 
ness between  the  lines  A.  xii.  66,  67  and  A.  v.  5,  6 ;  between  A.  xii.  88 
and  B.  xiii.  50  ;  and  also  some  resemblance  between  A.  xii.  90  and  A. 
viii.  13  ;  and  between  A.  xii.  91  and  B.  xviii.  321.  The  poet's  encounter 
■with  Hunger  (A.  xii.  60)  answers  to  his  subsequent  encounter  with  Need 
(B.  XX.  4). 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  notes  in  the  ten  foregoing  Passus  that  the  colla- 
tion of  our  text  with  Crowley's  edition  yields  few  results  of  much  interest, 
and  I  shall  therefore,  from  this  point  onward,  only  notice  such  few  variations 
as  really  seem  worth  remarking. 

4.  It  might  seem  that  the  word  wraith  is  wrongly  repeated  in  tliis  line  ; 
but  the  MSS.  fully  support  it ;  it  means  sorrowful  vexation  rather  than  auger, 
such  pettishness  as  causes  sleepiness,  and  can  therefore  be  qualified  by  the 
epithet  "wynkyng." 

20.  Tor  wil  Crowley  has  wylie  wijse. 

35.  Cr.  has — wha/^  shal  tine  the  crowne  ;  wliich  is  nonsense. 

46.  Cr.  has — and  a  fifte  more  ;  but  in  the  second  impression — or  fifty  and 
more.  This  latter  reading  is  certainly  corrupt,  and  arose  from  not  under- 
standing the  true  reading/^/e,  which  means ///?/^.  And  afijfte  more  =  ?cciiS.  a 
fifth  besides  ;  so  that  here  we  have  the  first  reference  to  the  poet's  being 
forty-five  years  old,  the  other  reference  being  in  Pass.  xii.  3. 

71.  Crowley's  sidenote  {second  impression)  is — Priers  did  not  seke  y"  bodi 
but  the  monie. 

n.  catelcumelyiiges']  catekinlinges ;  catcchislinges  (2) ;  words  clearly 
coined  by  Crowley  himself. 

126,  127.  The  alliteration  shows  that  MS.  R  is  right ;  tlie  recurrence  of 
the  words  ivith  hym  before  the  metrical  pause  in  both  lines  caused  the  omis- 
sion of  the  words  between. 

128.  Crowley  rightly  retains  Mm. 

130.  wol'}  wyll  {rightly). 

139.  Cr.  rightly  retains  ne  ;  it  is  necessary  to  the  sense. 

146.  lernynye']  learnynge ;  leadynge  (2). 

154 — 104.  Not  found  anywhere  else. 

173.  The  MSS.  make  no  distinction  between  lene  (to  give)  and  hue  (to 
believe) ;  but  the  context  decides  it ;  see,  in  particular,  1.  190.  Crowley 
riglitly  has  lene  in  his  third  impression  only ;  he  also  prints  leue  or  lene  instead 
of  laughe  vp  in  1.  203. 

208.  Crowley,  not  perceiving  that  Langland  uses  lyf  as  equivalent  to 
person  or  7nan  in  many  passages,  alters  it  to — Therfore  lackc  no  others 
life,  &c.     Cf.  note  to  prol.  122. 

253.  kynde']  lyfe.     This  preserves  the  sense,  but  not  the  alliteration. 

258.  The  alliteration  shows  that  segge  is  certainly  right ;  Cr.  has  man. 
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2S3.  t(ikc'\  pai.     This  preserves  the  sense,  but  not  the  allitertation. 

293.  Cr.  has — Cure  tliau  for  keniiynge,  or  kuowcu  for  clcue  beryn"-; 
which  is  altered  in  the  second  impression.  Ills  sideuote  (second  impression) 
is— Priesting  was  an  occupation  to  lyuc  by. 

309.  ha)> — lepel  I  am  leapt. 

311.  Ac  in  MS.  W  has  a  large  illuminated  initial. 

319.  Crowley  rightly  has  makes. 

339.  %f])]  layeth. 

372.  viijs']  amise ;  amisse  (2). 

399.  /  wote — w]  do  I  ken  dowel. 

404.  Cr.  has — The«  liadst  y"  ke//de  y'  clergi  came  (second  impression  can), 
&  kend  more  bi  reson. 

Passus  XIL     21.  Seide']  Sayd ;  I  saide  (2). 

57—59.  Not  in  Crowley. 

87.  I  suspect  Crowley  wished  to  make  this  line  more  suitable  for  his 
Protestant  readers  ;  for  he  prints — For  bread  of  gods  body  myght  not  be 
w/t/;out  cleargy. 

104.  Crowley's  sideuote  {second  impression)  is — "  The  holy  gost  is  the 
autour  of  bokes." 

105.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  line  is  absent  from  MS.  W  (and 
therefore  from  Mr  Wright's  edition) ;  the  lack  of  it  ruins  the  sense.  Neither 
is  it  found  in  Crowley. 

118 — 127.  This  passage  is  better  on  the  whole  than  the  corresponding 
one  in  Whitaker's  edition,  p.  232.  It  has  three  lines  more,  viz.  11.  120 — 122. 
On  the  other  hand  Whitaker  has  an  additional  line  after  1.  127,  viz. 

And  do  we  as  David  techeth  •  for  doutc  of  Gods  veniauuce, 
Nolite  tangere,  ^-c. 

The  passage  is  not  in  Crowley. 

133.  \>e  selkouthes'\  Seldome ;  Selden  (2) ;  comipfli/. 

139.  Cr.  rightly  has  was,  but  wrongly  substitutes  "couz/sell"  for  "wis- 
domes."  The  singular  verb  substantive  with  the  plural  noun  is  in  Lang- 
land's  usual  mode. 

148.  Crowley  has  ei,  as  in  MS.  W. 

155.  I  regard  the  line  interpolated  after  this  line  in  C  as  spurious,  yet 
it  fulfils  the  alliteration  better  than  the  miserable  lines  quoted  in  the  foot- 
notes to  Pass,  xviii.  257  and  292. 

162.  Cr.  rightly  has  sikerer. 

182.  Cr.  has — And  i-epenteth  not  before  shrift,  &  tha;?  can  he  litle  tell. 

192,  193.  The  first  of  these  lines  is  undoubtedly  too  long,  and  the  read- 
ing of  MS.  W".  must  be  adopted  in  order  to  preserve  the  alliteration,  and, 
indeed,  in  order  to  make  sense.     It  is  probable  that  it  originally  ran — 
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Was,  for  he  ^elte  hym  creaunt  •  to  cryst  on  the  crosse 
And  grace  axed  of  god  •  &  knewleched  hym  gulty — 

and  that  the  poet  afterwards  substituted  for  the  last  four  words  the  ending 
— "  pat  to  graunten  it  is  redy  " — before  proceeding,  but  omitted  to  strike 
out  the  words  rendered  superfluous.  I  believe  the  right  reading  to  be  as  in 
the  text,  only  the  words  Sf  knewleched  hym  gidty  should  be  struck  out,  and 
the  metrical  pause  in  1.  193  placed  after  creaunt.  Crowley  has  a  different 
and  very  unsatisfactory  reading — 

Was  for  he  knew  Christ  on  y°  cros  •  &  knowlegid  his  sinne, 

And  grace  asked  of  god,  &  he  is  euer  ready 

That  buxomlyche  byddeth  it,  &  be/«  in  wyl  to  ame;zd  \\tm. 

In  the  C-text  the  passage  is  somewhat  varied,  and  has  a  patched-up 
appearance. 

253.  rMteryng\  chattering.  This  is  doubtless  the  word  wanted.  The 
line  is  not  in  the  C-text. 

257.  Cr.  \l2&  posete  O'c  pofete,  evidently  misprinted  for  pofeef. 

277.  Cr.  has — Ne  creture  of  Christis  likenes,  worth  salf  vnchriste?iid. 

Passus  XIII.     10.  shilde  heipe  qnyte'l  quite  part  of. 

13.  curatourea']  creatures  Qwroiigly). 

32.  wye']  wyght  {irJiich  is  probably  a  later  subditidionfor  wye). 

49.  MS.  W  retains  this  Hue,  as  explained  in  the  footnote ; '  Crowley  has 

And  sytbe  he  brought  vs  dryncke,  diaperseueraunce.    For  may  dure  in  1.  50 

Cr.  has  man  endure,  and  ior  propre  in  1.  51  he  has  preti. 

54,  55.  I  arrange  these  lines  as  in  the  MSS.  Mr  Wright  regards  each 
long  line  as  a  short  line  (or  half-line) ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  only  by  laying  a 
stress  upon  disshe,  derne,  and  dixi  that  we  get  alliteration.  The  lines  are  un- 
satisfactory, and  were,  probably  for  that  reason,  omitted  in  the  C-text. 

57.  As  far  as  scansion  goes,  the  line  ends  with  orablt ;  the  words  follow- 
ing are  a  sort  of  tag,  to  be  read  as  prose. 

74.  glosynge]  glosyngs ;  lesings  (2) ;  leasyugs  (3).  The  sense  is  much 
the  same. 

88.  godele'\  gottilen.     Cf.  Pass.  v.  347. 

92.  Crowley  rightly  has  ne  ;  the  reading  no  in  L  is  probably  a  mere  slip 

for  ne. 

107.  Cr.  has  "  morsel."  The  spelling  "  mussel "  indicates  a  provincial 
pronunciation  of  the  word. 

115.  do]  is  do.  This  word  is  certainly  seems  required,  but  LWCROB 
all  omit  it. 

118  Crowley's  sidenote  (second  impression)  is— Cleargye  hath  scue/» 
sonucs,  y"  is  the  .vii.  sciences.     He  is  certainly  right.     In  the  text,  insert 

'  This  line  also  occur.s  in  the  C-text. 
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marks  of  quotation  after  I.  118  and  before  1.  119,  and  for  "Conscience"  in 
the  sidenote,  read  "  Clergy." 

131.  ayin — sjiekcn]  gaiuc  saic  holi  writ. 

146.  laughe  is  so  spelt  in  1.  228  below. 

147.  worike]  be.     But  worthe  means  rather  to  become. 

152 — 156.  These  lines,  probably  meant  to  be  mysterious,  are  omitted  in 
the  C-text.  The  solution  of  the  riddle  is  clearly  Ciiarity  or  Love,  exercised 
with  Patience,  as  appears  from  the  curious  passage  below  (11.  104—171)  pre- 
served in  MS.  E,  only.  The  C-text,  as  printed  by  Whitaker,  has  the  follow- 
ing passage  as  answering  to  11.  164 — 171 : 

"  Ther  nis  wyght  in  f^is  worlde  ■  \>?Li  wolde  ]>g  lette 
To  have  alle  londe  at  {^y  lykyng  •  &  ]pe.  here  lord  make. 
And  maisti?/*  of  alle  here  meeble  •  and  of  here  moneye  after, 
The  kynge  and  alle  \>^  comuuc  *  and  cleregie  to  J^e  a-lowte 
As  for  here  lord  and  ledere  •  and  lyven  as  J^ou  techest."  (p.  251.) 

I  understand  1.  170  to  mean — "  will  give  thee  all  that  they  can  give,  as  con- 
sidering thee  to  be  the  best  guardian  (or  keeper)  of  it." 

190.  Cr.  has  the  reading  I  have  adopted,  viz.— the  wyll  of  folke  here. 

221.  Crowley's  sidenote  {second  impression)  is — A  loiterers  lyfe. 

259.  Here,  I  doubt  not,  Crowley  has  deliberately  altered  the  text,  so  as 
to  get  rid  of  allusion  to  the  mass.  He  reads — There  may  no  man  make 
peace,  &c. 

270.  The  right  reading  is  thretty,  as  in  the  text,  for  two  reasons.  Firstly, 
it  preserves  the  alliteration ;  and  secondly,  John  Chichester  was  mayor  from 
October,  1369,  to  October,  1370,  and  at  710  other  time.  Crowley's  MS.  agrees 
with  the  Trinity  MS.  here,  as  usual ;  and  therefore  has  the  reading  ticeiiti/. 

283,  284.  Cr.  has  but  one  line — And  none  so  singuler  by  hym-selfe,  nor 
so  pope  holye.  The  word  pope-holy  is  illustrated  by  Mr  Dyce,  in  his  notes  to 
Skelton,  who  employs  it.  Halliwell  cites  pop-holy,  used  by  Lydgate  as  a  sub- 
stantive, but  it  was  certainly  originally  an  adjective. 

293 — 299.  The  preservation  of  this  passage,  and  of  the  passage  in  11.  400 
— 409,  in  the  Rawlinson  MS.  is  of  much  interest.  It  shews  that  the  poet's 
first  idea  was  to  elaborate  the  description  of  Haukyn's  faults  by  these  addi- 
tions, so  that  the  Rawlinson  MS.  represents,  as  I  have  said  elsewhere,  a  copy 
of  the  B-text  with  all  the  latest  additions.  But  in  adding  thus  to  the  descrip- 
tion of  Haukyn,  the  poet  made  it  too  long,  and  he  afterwards  perceived  that 
he  had  excellent  material  here  for  improving  his  portraits  of  the  seven  deadly 
sins.  He  therefore,  in  the  C-text,  transferred  much  of  this  portion  of  the 
B-text  to  the  Passus  concerning  the  Deadly  Sins,  putting  each  passage  into 
its  right  place  with  due  care. 

In  Whitaker's  edition  (p.  89)  we  find  the  following  five  lines,  answering 
to  the  first  of  these  two  passages,  and  forming  part  of  the  confession  of 
Pride : 
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And  kouny[n]gest  of  my  craft  '  clerkes  o]per  ofjere, 
And  strengest  up-on  my  stede  ■  and  sty  vest  under  gurdoll, 
And  lovelokest  to  loken  on  •  and  lykyngest  a-bedde, 
And  lykynge  of  such  a  lif  •  j^at  no  lawe  preysej^, 
Prout  of  my  faire  fetours  •  and  for  icli  songe  shrille. 

In  like  manner  the  second  of  these  two  passages  (11.  400 — 409)  was  made 
the  groundwork  of  an  extension  of  the  confession  of  Gluttony.  I  copy  the 
corresponding  passage  from  Whitaker's  edition,  pp.  108,  109." 

To  pe,  God,  ich  Gloton  •  gulty  ich  me  yelde 
Of  my  trespas  with  tunge  •  ich  can  nauht  telle  how  ofte, 
Sworen  "  J^y  saule  and  sydes  "  •  and  "  so  help  me,  God  al-myghty," 
W[h]en  J^at  no  nud  was  •  meny  tyme  falsliche, 
And  over-sopede  at  my  soper  •  and  som  tyme  at  nones. 
More  pan  my  kynde  '  myghte  well  dcfye, 
And  as  an  hounde  f^at  ete  gras  "  so  gan  ich  to  brake, 
And  spilde  f^at  ich  spelide  myghte  •  ich  can  nouht  speke  for  sliame 
The  vylenye  of  my  foule  mou^e  •  and  of  my  foule  mawe. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  line  italicized  (which  does  not  occur  in  Pass.  v. 
374 — 380  above)  answers  to  our  1.  404. 

374.  The  insertion  of  I  in  this  line,  and  in  1.  385,  is  justified  by  the  C- 
text.     Cf.  Whitaker,  p.  101. 

400.  See  note  to  1.  293  above. 

411.  Cr.  follows  MS.  W.     Whitaker  (p.  113)  has— 

Ys  wanne  a  man  mourneti  nat  ■  for  hus  mysdedes. 
I  should  prefer  to  read — Whanne  he  morueth,  &c. ;  but  there  is  nothing  to 
support  it. 

437 — 454.  Cf.  Whitaker,  p.  115.  Here  Whitaker  agrees  with  the  Raw- 
linson  MS.  nearly  word  for  word,  but  in  1.  447  has/c^i'e  for  storye,  and  in  1. 
452  lovep  for  lyihed,  both  of  which  variations  are  certainly  for  the  worse.  In 
MS.  R,  1.  454  is  defective,  as  it  omits  the  words  within  brackets.     Whitaker 

has  — 

In  a  wele  good  hope  for  he  wroglite  so  •  among  worthy  seyutes. 

457.  The  word  lady  in  MS.  W  is  a  singular  error,  especially  as  Crowley 
correctly  has  laye. 

Passus  XIV.     I.  Cr.  has  ^o/e  for  7/00^. 
18.  Cr.  retains  shal,  which  is  necessary. 

89.  Cr.  omits  inliche  in  his  second  impression ;  \\\?,  first  has  lik.     The  mis- 
reading iliche  probably  arose  from  omitting  the  stroke  in  Iliclie  (=  i//liclu;). 
120.  wrolhcrhele\  ouermuch  wo  (2).     Cf.  MS.  O. 
131.  The  quotation  is  inexact ;  it  should  end  with — in  civitatc  tua  inia- 

'  Cf.  Pass.  V.  371—380,  in  the  prcsnit  volume. 
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gincm  ipsorum  ad  niliiluui  rcdiges.     The  word  eorum  iii  R  is  due  to  the  ipso- 
rum  of  the  Vulgate. 

139.  dimlowynge\  disanulli//g. 

185.  Cr.  retains  if. 

188.  The  misreading  Tope  (also  in  Cr.)  is  most  extraordinary.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  about  pouke  being  the  right  reading ;  for  otherwise  the 
whole  passage  is  nonsense.  The  sense  is — Confession  amends  us  ;  but  if 
the  Devil  {}pe  pouke)  pleads  against  this,  and  would  punisli  us,  then  He  (sc. 
Christ,  or  doiniiius)  will  show  the  acquittance  of  our  sins  to  the  Evil  One 
(^e  qued),  and  so  put  off  the  Devil.  This  acquittance  is  obtained  per  pas.si- 
onem  domini.  The  whole  of  this  passage  is  illustrated  by  the  actual  dispute 
between  our  Lord  and  Satan  concerning  the  souls  of  men,  as  told  afterwards 
in  Pass,  xviii.  324 — 400.  This  misreading,  ^o/j^,  is  the  worst  flaw  in  the  Laud 
MS.     The  reading  of  R  is  supported  by  MS.  Corpus  201,  which  has  powke. 

197.  Cr.  has  ici/l ;  which  is  clearly  right. 

210.  Cr.  has — &  right  ofte  him  y'  walketh 

The  hye  way  to  heuenward,  ryches  hym  letteth. 

But  this  is  inferior.     For  in  1.  210  means  because. 

227 — 237.  This  is  again  a  valuable  contribution  from  MS.  R.  It  agrees 
with  Whitaker  (p.  264),  with  the  following  exceptions.  In  I.  227,  for  loulic.h 
and  loueliche  Whitaker  has  loueliclie  and  louh.  L.  228  runs — "  That  mete 
o}:er  moueye  '  of  strauuge  men  mote  begge."  In  1.  230,  Whitaker  omits  ne 
and  no.  In  1.  231,  for  to  gode  Whitaker  has  of  good.  In  1.  234,  for  schetes, 
Whitaker  has  whitel.     And  11.  23G  and  237  form  in  Whitaker  but  one  line — 

So  is  he  nevere  more  ful  murye  •  so  meschief  hym  folwe)?. 

270.  a  persone'\  parson.  And  such  is,  I  suppose,  the  meaning  of  pcrsone 
here. 

286.  Cr.  has  syt  in  his  first,  sijfteth  in  his  second  impression.  Sit  is  the 
contracted  form. 

305.  I  need  hardly  say  that  Juvenal  wrote  Canta/nt  vacuus.  Nearly  all 
the  ]\ISS.  (aud  Crowley)  read  paupertas.  I  adopt  pauper  from  MS.  O,  be- 
cause it  scans,  aud  because  it  comes  nearer  to  the  true  reading  vacuus. 

316.  Cr.  has  buslnes  ladde,  as  in  MS.  W.  This  error  arose  from  not  per- 
ceiving the  sense.  The  words  Seynt  austi/n  merely  give  the  name  of  the 
lettred  man  parenthetically.  Line  316  then  means — Poverty  is  a  blessed  life, 
free  from  business  {absque  solicit udine).  It  is,  however,  obscure,  and  so  the 
poet,  in.  the  C-text,  put  it  more  clearly  thus.     I  quote  from  Whitaker,  p.  271. 

Thus  leryde  me  a  lerede  man  •  for  oure  Lordes  love,  Seint  Austyn, 
That  pure  poverte  aud  patience  •  was  a  louh  lyvynge  in  erthe, 
A  blessid  lyf  whit-oute  busynesse  •  bote  oneliehe  for  \>e  soule ; 
Absque  solicit  udine  felicitas. 

322.  Mr  Wright  ueed  not  have  inserted  no  after  to  do.     It  is  not  author- 
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ized  by  any  MS.  All  depends  on  the  sense  of  harde,  wliicli  here  means 
miserable,  wretched.  To  live  and  to  continue  to  sin  is  both  wretched  and 
perilous ;  and  yet,  while  we  live,  we  are  sure  to  sin ;  for  "  synne  suweth  vs 
cuere." 

Passus  XV.     5.  Cr.  retains  me. 

54.  Cr.  also  has  opjirimitur ;  but  the  Vulgate  has  opprimetur. 

71.  Cr.  has — Better  beleue  wliere  many  ;  altered  to  to  leaue  were  many  hi 
the  second  impression.  The  word  bj/leue  in  the  text  must  be  taken  to  mean 
to  leave  alone. 

73.  burgeounetK\  budde.  This  is  an  ingenious  modernization,  as  it  pre- 
serves the  sense  and  metre. 

111.  whitlymed'\  M'hittimed  {sic)',  whitlimed  w'out  (2). 

113.  bele  paroles']  Belopolis;  Belperolis  (2);  Belperopis  (3). 

151.  Lene  and  leue  are  alike  in  the  MSS.  The  sense  is — lend  where  they 
believe,  &c. 

171.  Crowley  omits  the  latter  half  of  this  line,  and  the  former  half  of  the 
next,  owing  to  the  repetition  of  the  word  ricchesse. 

176,  Eor  aues,  a  word  which  Crowley  doubtless  objected  to,  he  in- 
geniously substitutes  Pitie,  thus  adding  a  fourth  initial  /;,  contrary  to  Lang- 
land's  usual  custom. 

183.  speke']  speake.  Perhaps  speke  means  to  speak  to,  address  ;  but  I 
greatly  prefer  the  reading  seche  of  the  Rawlinson  MS.,  which  is  supported  by 
the  C-text,  of  which  several  MSS.  read  secheth. 

264.  "  The  Lege^zd  of  sayntes,  beleue  it  if  ye  luste;"  Crowley's  sidenofe, 
second  impression. 

302.  "  A  lessor  for  them  that  take  benifices  at  wicked  me«  liawdes  ; " 
Crowley's  sidenote,  second  impression. 

329.  Robeth  =  give  robes  to.  The  commoner  reading  robbeth  makes  non- 
sense of  the  passage. 

339.  Cr.  has — And  mani  prisoner  by  his  praier,  he  pulith  from  paine. 
Prisone  in  Old  English  frequently  means  a  prisoner,  as  well  as  a  pirison. 

356.  "  All  is  out  of  frame ;  "  Crowley's  sidenote,  second  impression. 

364.  Cr.  reads  "  thelemewt."  It  will  be  noted  that  the  reading  in  R — ■ 
clement — satisfies  the  alliteration.  But  who  was  Clement  ?  Whitaker  has  )pe 
clymat,  which  is  surely  better. 

367.  Not  in  Crowley  ;  but  found  in  C-text  MSS. 

373.  decres]  degrees.     But  the  MSS.  have  decres  or  decrees. 

387.  in  0  persone]  one  god. 

403.  Cr.  corruptly  has — That  lined  tho  there  and  liuc?i  yet,  Icuing  on  his 
lawcs. 

428.  Cr.  has  rauenour  for  baneoure,  which  is  of  course  wrong. 

449.  Cr.  has  the  sidenote,  in  his  second  impression, — Tyll  the  child  be 
instructed  in  Christ  it  is  but  as  a  wilde  bcaste. 
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464—477.  For  tliis  curious  passage  (not  iu  Crowley)  we  are  indebted 
solely  to  MS.  11.  I  suspect  tliat  whidlynge  is  wrongly  repeated  in  1.  472, 
and  I  propose  to  read  techi/ng. 

482.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  quotation  "  Ecce"  Sfc,  is  rightly  introduced 
here ;  it  occurs  in  the  Psalm  commeneiug  Memento,  domine,  David. 

483.  After  predicate  Crowley  adds  euangelium. 

487.  Willen,  to  wish  for,  does  not  generally  take  an  accusative  after  it ; 
the  transitive  form  is  wilnen  (A.  S.  wihiian'). 

505.  stanfl  standes.     Crowley's  sidenote  is — How  ocuetise  {second  im- 
pression couetise)  of  y'  cleargy  wyll  destroy  the  church. 
507.  goldel  Cr.  omits,  in  his  third  issue  only. 
526.  dgmes']  demes ;  decimis  (2),  probably  misprinted  for  decimas. 
539—556.  Not  in  Crowley.     The  passage  occurs  in  Whitaker,  p.  300, 
with  only  slight  variations.  Lines  539 — 546  are  nearly  the  same  in  Whitaker; 
the  rest  runs  thus — 

Meny  seint  sitthe  •  suffrede  defj  al-soo, 
Por  to  enferme  \>e  faithe  '  ful  wyde-where'  deyden, 
In  Inde  and  in  Alisaundrie  •  in  Ermanye,  in  Spayne, 
And  fro  mysbyleve  •  meny  man  turnede. 
In  savacion  of  mannys  saule  •  Seynt  Thomas  of  Cauntelbury 
Among  unkynde  cristene  '  in  holy  churche  was  sleye. 
And  alle  holy  cliurchc  '  honouredc  for  \>a.i  deyinge. 
He  is  a  forbusen"  to  alle  busshopes  •  and  a  bryjthe  myrour, 
And  sovereynliche  to  alle  suche  *  J^at  of  Surrye  berej^  name,  &c. 
559.  Romarii/e'\  Rome. 

564—567.  and  nedy — gostli/fode.  I  believe  the  MSS.  ought  all  to  have 
retained  this  passage,  and  that  the  omission  of  it  was  by  a  clerical  error, 
owing  to  the  repetition  of  the  words  gostly  fode.  In  1.  'o^\i,folke  preserves 
the  alliteration,  whilst  in  1.  567,  gyue  is  alliterated  with  gostly. 

568.  For  Ozias,  Crowley  boldly  substitutes  Malachias  in  his  second  im- 
pression, thus  correcting  the  author's  mistake.     See  1.  565. 
572.  Cr.  has — And  lewes  Hue/?  in  lelli  loue,  &c. 

576.  Cr.  has — And  on  that  lawe  they  leue  yet.  In  both  these  places, 
lyuen  is  another  spelling  of  leuen,  and  signifies  believe,  not  live. 

■  Passus  XVI.  11.  saulee']  salue.  In  MS.  L,  it  looks  like  soule,  altered 
to  saulee.     See  Sowel  in  Halliwell. 

15.  herber']  harbor.     It  is  the  Lat.  herbarium,  not  the  English  harbour. 

44.  ronges']  roundes. 

47.  I  think  the  mark  over  the  u  in  many  MSS.  shows  repvgnat  to  be  the 
word  meant.  The  word  repurgatur  could  not  be  cut  down  to  the  form  given 
in  the  MSS.  The  sense  seems  to  be  that  he  who  sins  with  the  consent  of  his 

'  Misprinted /«ho.!/(/e  where. 
'  Misprinted /ortttswr,  and  explained  hy  furbishcr  (!). 
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own  free  will  does  not  strive  against  sin  as  be  sliould.  Cf.  "  Noudum  euirn 
usque  ad  sanguinem  restitistis,  adversus  peccatum  repugnant es ;"  Heb.  xii.  4. 

56—91.  Omitted  not  only  in  C  and  B,  but  in  MSS.  Addit.  105 74-,  and 
Calig.  A  xi.,  as  explained  iu  the  Preface. 

69.  Crowley  has  cayleioay. 

86,  87.  Cr.  has — of  that  apple  he  caught ;  He  hit  oft  at  him,  hit  if  it 
might.     This  is  a  very  corrupt  rendering  of  the  passage. 

96.  Crowley  has  soijg  or  fonge.  Fo/ide  is  absurdly  wrong,  and  the  occur- 
rence of  such  a  reading  is  probably  due  to  the  use  oi  fondeth  in  1.  40  above. 

107.  Cr.  has — if  any  daunger  fell  (3) ;  where  daunger  should,  of  course, 
be  -peril,  as  in  his  former  issues. 

110.  The  MSS.  liave  medicus,  medici,  medico.  I  prefer  medicus,  as  in  the 
Vulgate.  The  reading  infirmis  is  justified  by  MSS.  O  and  C2  ;  also  LWCB 
have  in,  obviously  intended  for  infirmis.  In  MS.  K.,  we  find  rn.  h.,  i.  e.  male 
habenlibus,  as  in  the  Vulgate. 

112.  Crowley  retains  it. 

121.  Crowley  has — quod  I.  This  is  obviously  au  error,  as  seen  by  the 
context,  and  due  to  confusion  of  ihc  with  ich. 

125.  fisskes'\  two  fishes  ;  as  in  MS.  W. 

157.  wars']  work;  worcke  (2). 

205.  alter']  olde.     Probably  Crowley's  MS.  had  alder. 

211.  Cr.  has  Mighty.  This  seems  at  first  a  better  reading,  but  the  mean- 
ing probably  is — Matrimony,  that  multiplies  the  earth,  is  (or  signifies)  hiighf; 
i.  e.  the  MigJit  of  the  Trinity,  as  exemplified  in  the  Person  of  the  Father  ;  see 
11.  184,  192.  Thus,  the  Father  is  Matrimony  or  Might,  the  Son  is  "Widow- 
hood or  Sothfastness  (1.  186). 

270 — 273.  The  C-text  agrees  with  the  Laud  MS.  here  rather  than  with 
MS.  R. 

Passus  XVII.  7,  8.  MS.  R  has— 

And  when  it  is  aseled  so  •  Sathanas  power  schal  last  no  lenger. 
And  j^us  my  Xettve  meueth. 

This  is  evidently  wrongly  arranged  ;  1.  7  should  (according  to  this 
version)  end  with  power,  and  the  rest  of  the  sentence  should  form  1.  8. 

10.  a  patent]  Cr.  omits,  in  his  second  impression. 

14.  Ben  :  Cr.  reads  Be.  It  is  not  certain  that  the  reading  7*  is  wrong  ; 
for  Laugland  often  uses  the  singular  verb  substantive  with  plural  nouns. 
Thus,  in  1.  11,  the  two  best  MSS.  read  was. 

29.  He:]  He ;  I  (2).     his]  his  ;  mi  (2).     Cf.  MS.  0. 

74.  The  point  after  haue  in  MSS.  C  and  0  intimates  a  pause,  such  as  wc 
now  denote  by  a  comma. 

77.  Cr.  has — And  said  who  so  spe??d  more,  I  make  it  good  hcroaftir. 

83.  Cr.  has  the  sidenote  {second  impression)— Pierce  profcrcth  Christ  to 
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become  his  serua//t.  Tliis  is  again  an  instance  of  the  common  iiiislak.  which 
identities  Piers  with  tlie  author.     "  Pierce"  is  Clirist  hiiusell'. 

96.  icorUi\  Cr.  omits,  in  his  third  issue. 

102.  outlawes']  an  ouihiw  (2).     lotycth'\  loutith. 

117.  lettre  teltetK\  lore  teacheth.  Crowley's  MS.  probiihly  iuid  "  Ire," 
which  he  took  to  be  an  error  for  lore. 

122,  123.  Crowley  agrees  with  the  text. 

124.  Crowley  also  reads — whetlier  shal  I. 

159.  Cr.  has — Wythin  hem  tiire,  the  wyde  worlde  holden. 

169.  yb«;-/?/(?«]  forme/7;  fi-ame;^  (2). 

176 — 17S.  Cr.  omits  the  passage  preserved  in  MS.  R,  and  reads — And 
to  vnfold  the  foldcn  fiste,  at  the  fingers  wyll.  The  line  following  1.  175  in 
MS.  B  is  certainly  spurious. 

184.  hcrte\  hurte.  This  spelling  looks  better,  as  it  at  once  suggests  the 
right  sense. 

ISS.  In  MS.  L  the  second  word  is  written  like  clicche,  but  the  i  has  no 
stroke  above,  and  it  is  more  probably  the  first  stroke  of  a  u,  the  second 
stroke  being  accidentally  omitted.     Cr.  has  cratche. 

189.  1/persshed  means  jnerccd ;  Crowley  has  perished  in  the  frst,  but 
persked  in  the  later  issues ;  the  reading  y-perished  is  corrupt,  and  does  not 
make  good  sense. 

191.  to-schiillen']  to  sliullcn  ;  to  swolen  (2). 

193.  Cr.  rightly  has  i)t  spiritum  sanctum. 

230.  Cr.  rightly  has — and  to  no  other  ;  thus  preserving  the  word  no, 
which  MS.  W  omits. 

258.  Cr.  has  world. 

294.  Cr.  has— And  am  sory  that  I  so  the  saynt  spirite  agylt. 

323.  Cr.  retains  in. 

330.  Cr.  has — y'  freilty  is  made,  in  his  second  impression.  The  right 
reading  is  it  made  (as  in  Ids  frst  impression),  which  signifies  caused  it,  as  in 
many  other  passages. 

337.  Cr.  retains  ben,  printed  "  be." 

347-  Cr.  wrongly  lias — All  inaner  of  uierey,  and  of  forgiuenes. 

Passus  XVIII.  6.  of-rau-^te'\  of  rauglit ;  of  taught  (;2).  The  curious 
reading  in  the  text  is  supported  by  MSS.  AV,  R,  and  others. 

35.  Cr.  has^And  forbeat  and  downe  bringe,  bale  death  for  euer. 

41.  If  the  scribe  of  MS.  B  had  not  falsely  written  peple  instead  of  temple, 
he  would  not  liave  had  to  make  up  and  insert  the  additional  line  here  cited. 

58.  prisoun']  prisoner  doth.  Crowley  probably  did  not  know  {\\a.t  prisoun 
in  Old  English  meant  a  prisoner  as  well  as  a pr'son.  He  might  have  spared 
his  correction. 

79.  Crowley's  sidenote  {second  impression)  is — He  citith  a  lye  out  of  the 
Legend  auri. 

27 
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86.  Cr.  has — &  vusparrid  bis  eiue. 

109.  Cr.  has — Whan  Christ  come  of  her  kingdom  y'  croun  shuld  sease ; 
afterwards  altered  to — Wha«  Christ  come,  her  ki«gdome  &  croune  shuld 
cease.     This  latter  is  also  a  good  reading.     In  the  C-text,  the  line  is  altered. 

117.  softly\  worthely. 

122.  wonder'],  nieruell. 

123.  roimd']  raued  ;  renned  (2).  The  word  roioed  is  in  LWCOBY. 
Cf.  C-text. 

149.  reprouetli\  repugneth ;  repungneth  (3). 
158.  fordyd]  did.     The  line  is  altered  in  the  C-text. 
189.  Here  Crowley  differs  from  MS.  W,  and  has  the  same  reading  as  in 
the  text. 

228.  Crowley's  pertinent  sidcnote  {second  impression)  is — Bokcs  be  bolde. 

238.  tendedeti]  tindeden. 

246.  al  biqiiashte']  al  to  quassed. 

281.  I  seised"]  he  seased. 

282.  lete]  leaue. 

293.  Here  Cr.  adds,  in  his  later  issues  only — Out  of  our  postye,  and 
bdeu  hem  hence.  This  line  is  not  in  the  C-text,  and  does  not  seem  to  be 
alliterative. 

298.  dones]  done. 

310,  311.  The  two  half-lines  rightly  retained  in  11  were  probably  accident- 
ally omitted  in  other  MSS.  owing  to  confusion  between  tiie  words  lesynges 
and  lesynge. 

361.  browe  •  broiike]  brewed,  brouke;  brewed,  broke  (2);  brued,  broke  (3). 

407.  nebula  :  so  in  Crowley  and  in  all  the  MSS.  I  have  consulted.  It  is 
certainly  the  author's  mistake.     Perhaps  he  meant  niiblla. 

423.  Cr.  retains  "Loue,"  omitted  in  MS.  W. 

426.  Mote]  Collet. 

Passus  XIX.  Tills  Passus  and  the  next  stand  very  much  the  same  in 
both  B-  and  C-tcxts. 

11.  The  reading  should  ceitainly  be  /v  it,  as  in  Crowley's  second  impression 
and  the  C-text. 

18.  Cr.  has — Anon  as  men  named,  this  highe  name  of  lesus. 

38.  baptiste  is  the  right  reading,  as  in  the  C-text.  Line  40  explains  that 
the  allusion  is  to  the  baptism  of  Christ  by  John.     Cr.  has  baplime. 

47.  Cr.  also  has  were. 

72.  mercy]  mcde  {which  is  wrotig). 

79.  ri-^twisnesse]  rightuousnes.     reulh]  Truthe. 

90.  Cr.  has  iccre ;  but  Whitaker  has  was.  Either  reading  may  be  adopted, 
as  there  are  numerous  instances  of  was  with  the  plural  noun  in  the  MSS. 

107.  Cr.  retains  of,  which  MS.  W  omits. 

1 18.  Cr.  has  vian,  thou2:h  MS.  W  has  men. 
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1G3.  The  insertion  of  J-  seems  awkward,  but  it  is  probably  tlic  genuine 
reading.     Cr.  has  and  alt  closed;   Whitaker  has  and  al  teas  closed. 

211.  It  is  probable  that  lean  (as  in  L)  is  the  right  reading ;  Whitaker  has 
can,  and  the  alliteration  is  thus  better  kept  up.  Yet  MSS.  Ff.  5.  35  (Cam- 
bridge) and  Cotton  Vesp.  B.  16  (B.  M.)  read  haite  and  han  respectively. 

230.  hjlyf^  lyuelod ;  liuelodes  (3).     Probably  Crowley's  own  gloss. 

232.  thecche'l  thetche  ;  liegge  (2) ;  hedge  (3). 

235.  Cr.  omits  this  line. 

2 11.  foluijles'\  foule  iuels  ;  foule  euyll  (3)  ;  corruptly. 

270.  hem'\  it.  Most  MSS.  have  it ;  but  hem  is  also  found  in  MS.  Ff.  5. 
35  (Cambridge),  and  certainly  seems  better. 

312.  The  words  (^uod  Piers  form  no  part  of  the  line,  as  far  as  the  scansion 
is  concerned. 

360.  "Whitaker  has — as  hit  were  a  pile. 

366.  Crowley's  sidenote  {second  impression) — "\Mio  thei  be  that  neucr 
repent. 

385.  And  my-ijlesl  And  might. 

394.  Crowley's  sidenote — What  lucre  may  do  (2). 

408.  Crowley's  sidenote — A  blynde  curate  (2). 

415.  Crowley's  sarcastic  sidenote — The  praise  of  cardinals  (2). 

428.  purstieth.  This  reading  better  preserves  the  alliteration,  and  is  pro- 
bably right.     Cf.  C-text. 

437.  wj/H-e]  wikid;  yll  (2), 

442.  Mode']  folke.     '£>Viifolke  is  probably  thus  repeated  by  accident. 

443.  Luke]  Paule  (2).  This  is  therefore  Crowley's  correction  of  the 
author's  mistake.     The  alliteration  proves  this. 

466.  hastlokest]  raoost  hastely. 

469.  chiftaigne]  chefest  am. 

475.  ri-^t — treulK]  as  riglit  wyll  &  truth. 

Passcs  XX.     13.  none]  f.     ne  wedde  hath]  &  hath  no  wed. 

27.  Crowley  has  of  them  ;  certainly  Ijody  suits  the  alliteration,  but  this  cor- 
rection is  reserved  for  the  C-text. 

35.  melceth]  meketh  him.   But  him  is  not  in  the  best  MSS.  of  either  text. 

50.  vndernome']  vndone.     But  vndernome  means  reproved. 

54.  made  fats  sprynge]  false  spring;  false  sprang  (2);  but  cf.  C-text. 

71.  gyoure]  gydour.     This  is  probably  Crowley's  modernization. 

92,  93.  ar]  their,     ar]  their.     "Wrongly  in  both  places. 

94.  Elde]  Age.  So  also  in  11.  161  and  166  ;  but  Cr.  retains  "Elde"  in 
1.  153. 

102.  \at— after]  he  neuer  stode  after. 

110.  he]  she.  It  must  be  remembered  that  he  is  sometimes  used  for  she 
in  Early  English,  ior  fortune  \s  feminine  in  Pass.  xi.  60. 

133.  lugged]  iustled. 
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134.  Cr.  has — will  take  this  apo«  aine;/dme/zt ; — wel  take  this  ou  ame;/d- 
me«te  (3). 

135.  Cr.  omits  in  haste  (3). 

147.  relyed'\  leled ;  relyed  (2) ;  rayled  (3). 

152.  hieglinesse]  heauynes.     Evidently  corrupt. 

201.  biseye\  byseyc  ;  besette  (2).  The  latter  is  therefore  Crowley's  own 
emendation.     Cf.  C-text. 

221.  Crowley's  sidenote — Woulde  god  there  were  no  such  pricstes  in 
englande  (2). 

233.  Crowley's  sidenote — Curates  oughte  to  haue  a  competent  lyuyng 
certayne  (2). 

259.  Cr.  lias— Or  they  wil  uo  treasure  hem  pay,  trauaile  they  ucuer  so 
sore. 

271.  heef]  bad.     Evidently  Crowley's  own  gloss. 

283.  Crowley's  sidenote — Thei  that  went  to  y°  Fryers  to  shrift  wer  like 
santuary  men  (2). 

288.  Cr.  has — gyue  the  fryers.  In  MS.  L  the  word  T^eue  was  at  first 
omitted.  Afterwards  the  word  \e  was  altered  to  \em>,  which  is  clearly  in- 
tended for  yeue,  owing  to  the  similarity  of  \ieue  and  yeue.  There  is  no  doubt 
about  the  reading. 

297.  0/"]  To.     tyterers  /«]  tutelers  in ;  tutelers  (2). 

308.  Crowley  retains  in  before  the  sege. 

322.  Crowley's  sidenote  —  Nother  patro;;  nor  bishop  regardelh  his 
dutye  (2). 

365.  Crowley's  sidenote — The  olde  maner  of  earcs  shrifte  made  sinners 
negligent  (2). 

368.  Cr.  omits  tcykked. 

381.  nede'\  uo  nede.     But  no  should  clearly  be  omitted. 
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A  SHOET  GLOSSAEY  TO  "  PIEES  THE  PLOWMAN." 

[MS.  Camb.  Univ.  Lib.  LI.  4.  U  ;  fol  170«.'] 

Freyne Aske 

Rape hie.  weute  spedyly. 

Lo 

4     Carpe talke. 

Clutche      ....  scratche 

Preynte 

Quaue shake,  or  tre??ible  quake 

8     Thole suflfre 

Hoved stode  abode 

Cheve Thryye 

Tyiie  [read  Tynt]      .  loste 

12     Fordo distroye 

Wyn  or  Wen .     .     .  Goo 

Frete Taste 

Tynde light 

16     Louke withdraw,  lose 

j)ole Open,  entre.  suflfre 

Besquatt     ....  broke 

Aflfrounte   .... 

20     Auntre Ventre 

'  This  is  a  glossary  to  the  particular  copy  of  the  B-text  which  is  contained 
in  the  same  MS.,  viz.  No.  XIX  in  my  list. 
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Rome    .     .     . 

goo.  passe 

Swynke 

hahouv 

Rytte 

24 

Lake      .     . 

.     .     playe 

Courbe  . 

knele  downc 

A])pende    . 

.     appertaigne 

Steke     .     .     . 

.     .     Shytt 

28 

Thyrle  .     .     . 

.     perced 

Comsid 

.     .     spake 

Fonge    .     . 

.     take 

Ynderfonge     . 

.     viidertakc 

32 

Latch    . 

.     .     catch  or  take 

Nymme      .     . 

.      .     take 

Wysse  .     . 

.     tell  or  teache 

Yerne     .     .     . 

.     guyde  or  rule 

36 

Worthe      .     . 

.     .     is  worthy,  com  happen  or  hcfall  to 

Lythe    .     .     . 

.     .     here 

Byd       .     .     . 

praye.  aske 

Bekenne     .     . 

40 

Broke    .     .     . 
Hote      .     .     . 

Hale      .     .     . 

.     .     drawe 

Pylte     .     .     . 

thruste  or  caste 

44 

Nempne 

.     caU  or  name 

Shende 

.     .     blame 

Welde 

Segge     .     .     . 

.     .     Man 

48 

Blasen 

Mechell      .     . 

.     .     hygnes 

Alther  .     .     . 

.     .     Elder 

lollynge      .     . 

52 

Rapeliche  .     . 
Wightlichc      . 

rpackly 

3eine 

heede 

Lorell    .     . 

.     .     lyers 

56 

Liode    .     .     . 

persone 

60 


G4 


G8 


72 


80 


84 


88 


92 


ArrENDix. 

Sparliche    .... 

Stalworthe 

Skyll Eeason 

Loyal  1 

Smache 

Glede 

Glowynge 

Kyse 

Merke Darknes 

Smolder 

smoke 

Doel  or  doule 

Sorowe 

Palcot 

Bale       .     .     . 

sorow 

Kene 

sharpe 

Witfcerly     . 

well 

Felly     .     . 

Ferly     .     . 
Leeme   .     . 

mervaile 
brightnes 

^Merkenes    . 

darkenes 

Maynperno?«' 

Queyntyse  . 

crafte.  soteltie 

Gobelyii 

deule 

Lusarde 

Thralle  . 

bonde 

Crokke  . 

pott 

Yerne    . 

Shene    .     . 

Ijriglit.  clere 

Gresly  .     . 

ferefull 

Boorne  . 

Eyver.  Avat^r 

Tofte     .     . 

a  hyll.  mountayne 

Loby     .     . 

Renable 

Bie   .     .     . 

a  coler  or  clieyne 

Hals       .     . 

Hele 

Hoove    .     . 

Robe.  Coyfe 

Lere 

Countenaunce.  chere 
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[also  onfol.  169b,  xcefinJ] 

Eapely quickly 

Endaunte   .... 

[cincl  on  ful.  170'^] 
95     Lewte. 


The  following  index,  in  Avliich  these  words  are  referred  to  by  the 
numbers,  will  sliew  on  what  pages  of  the  MS.  the  words  occur,  where 
they  are  to  he  found  in  this  edition,  and  in  what  instances  the  ex- 
planations are  incoiTect.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  seventeenth  and 
eighteenth  Passus  especially  attracted  the  glossarist.  1.  Fob  5  ;  i. 
58.  2.  In  the  first  sense,  fob  16  ;  iv.  7.  In  the  second  sense, 
fob  84i  ;  xvii.  79  ;  Avhere  the  MS.  has  rapede.  3.  Probably  with 
reference  to  fob  8.3/> ;  x^db  20.  4.  Fob  85 &  ;  xvib  135.  5.  Fob 
86  ;  xvii.  188.  The  explanation  is  Avrong  ;  it  merely  means  to 
dutch.  6.  Fob  89;  xviii.  21.  It  nieans  wh^J^ed.  7.  Fob  89 h ; 
xviii.  61.  8.  Fob895;  xviib  71.  9.  Fob  90 ;  xviib  83.  10.  Fob 
90;  xviii.  104.  11.  MS.  has  ti/nf,  iol.  90b;  xviib  140.  12.  Fob 
91  ;  xviii.  157.  13.  Probably  an  erroneous  allusion  to  tcynde,  fob 
91  ;  xviii.  174.  14.  Fob  91&;  xviii.  194.  It  means  ate.  15.  An 
alhision  to  tentedyn,  fob  92  ;  x\dii.  238.  16.  Fob  92^; ;  x\dii.  243. 
It  means  lode  up,  hide.  17.  Fob  9'2b;  x\iii.  247.  The  meaning 
suffer  is  right ;  the  other  two  are  wrong.  18.  Fob  92?; ;  xviii.  246. 
Be-squate  is  the  reading  of  this  MS.,  and  is  corrupt.  19.  Fob  102  ; 
XX.  5.  It  me^iis  to  accost  1-udehj.  20.  Fob  104;  xx.  174.  21.  Feb 
104&;  XX.  211.  22.  Fob  Ih ;  prob  55.  23.  Fob  3;  prob  171.  A 
better  spelling  is  n't ;  it  is  a  contracted  form  of  rideth.  24.  Fob 
3  ;  prob  172.  25.  Fob  5  ;  b  79.  26.  Fob  5b;  i.  98.  27.  Fob  6  ; 
1.  121.  The  MS.  wrongly  has  steli^e,  miswritten  for  stelcye.  It 
means  to  stick  fast,  remain  closed.  The  explanation  shytt,  i.  e.  to 
shut,  is  not  far  wong.  28.  Fob  6?;;  i.  172.,  The  MS.  has  \i)iid, 
1.  e.  pierced  ;  this  accounts  for  the  explanation  given.  29.  Fob  12  ; 
iib  103.  Comsid  means  commenced,  began;  but  the  phrase  co???s/cZ 
to  telle  is  equivalent  to  sjjalie,  as  explained.  30.  Fob  27  ;  v.  566. 
31.  Fob  5  ;  i.  76.  The  MS.  has  vndirfonge,  i.  e.  undertook.  32. 
Fob  29b  ;  vi.  68  (see  the  footnote).  33.  Foi.  42&  ;  x.  60.  34.  Fob 
4&  ;  i.  42.  35.  Fob  37& ;  viii.  52.  More  strictly,  to  take  care  of, 
govern.  36.  In  the  first  sense,  fob  42  ;  x.  17  ;  in  the  second  sense, 
fob  43?^;  x.  128.  37.  Fob  37&  ;  viib  66.  38.  Occurs  often.  39. 
Fob  2>1b ;  viii.  59.  It  means  commend  to.  40.  Fob  38  ;  viii.  87. 
Here  brol-e  is  part  of  the  word  to-broke,  meaning  broJcen  in  pieces. 
41.  Fob  38  ;  viii.  93  ;  it  means  to  command.  42.  Fob  38  ;  viii.  95. 
43.  Fob  38  ;  viii.  96.  44.  Fob  ib  ;  i.  21  (and  elsewhere).  45. 
Occurs  often.     46.  Fob  42  ;  x.  29,  M-here  the  MS.  h<TS  wdden,  i.  e. 
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wield,  possess.     Also  lul.  43  ;  x.  83,  where  the  j\IS.  has  icelt,  over 
which  the  glossarist  has  Avi-itteu  wehleth.     47.  FoL  816;  xvi.  178. 
48.  Fol.  82  ;  xvi.  179.     It  means  hlazon  or  device.     49.  Fol.  82  ; 
xvi.  182,  where  the  IMS.  has  mcclidl  (i.  e.  greatness)  with  a  stroke 
through  the  II     50.  Fol.  82  ;  xvi.  205.     The  MS.  has  al])er,  another 
form  of  aller,  meaning  of  all.     51.   Fol.  83;  xvi.  269.     It  means 
hjinrj  about  lazily.     52.  Fol.  83  ;  xvi.  273.     53.  Fol.  83 ;  xvi.  275. 
\i  vxedjis,  niml>lij,\iQ\xQ,Q  qidclclij.     54.  Fol.  836;  xvii.  12.     55.  Fol. 
84  ;   xvii.    44,  where  the  MS.   has  as  loell  lorellis  as  lelles ;   hut 
lorellis  means  vagabonds  or  untrustworthy  persons.     56.   Fol.  84 ; 
xvii.  63.     57.  Fol.  846;  xvii.  81.     The  MS.  actually  has  s^xwZ/c/ie, 
an  error  for  spaclicJie,  i.  e.   quickly.     58.  Fol.  846 ;  xvii.    96.     It 
means  vigorous.     59.  Fol.  86;  xvii.  195.     60.  Fol.  866;  xvii.  209 
(see  the  footnote).      61.    Fol.   866 ;    xvii.    213   (see  the  footnote). 
62,  63.    Fol.  866;  xvii.   217  ;  where  the  IMS.  has  glowynge  glede, 
i.e.  a  glowing  ember.     64.  FoL  866;  xvii.  219  (see  tlie  footnote) 
65.   Fol.  87  ;  xvii.   240.     66.  Fol.  88  ;  xvii.  323.     67.   Fol.  886 
xvii.  336.     The  MS.  has  doell,  with  stroke  through  II.     68.  Fol.  89  , 
xviii.  25.     The  MS.  actually  has  Palcot,  a  mistake  for  Paltoc  or 
Paltock,  a  kind  of  doublet.     69.  Fol.  89  ;  xviii.  35.     70.  Fol.  89 
x\dii.  47.     71.  Fol.  896;  xviii.  66.     It  means  rather  f?'^/^/,  cer^am??/, 
72.  FoL  90;  xviiL  92.     It  means  iiorcdy.     73.  FoL  90;  xviii.  110 
74.  Fol.  906;  xviiL  124.     75.  FoL  906;  xviiL  136.     76.  FoL  916 
xviiL  183.     It  means  a  67«riv.     77.  FoL  926;  xviiL  272.     78.  Fol 
93;  xviii.  290.      79.   FoL  936;  xviii.  335.      The  old  speUiug  o\ 
lizard.     80.  FoL  956;  xix.  33.     81.  Fol.  99;  xix.  275.     82.  Fol 
104;   XX.   158.      It  means  eager,  full  of  desire.      83.    FoL   946 
xviii.  409.     84.  Fol.  95  ;  xviii.  43l'.     85.'  FoL  1 ;  jjroL  8.     86.  Fol 
1  ;  prol.  14.     It  rather  means  a  cleared  space  on  a  rising  ground 

87.  FoL    16;    proL    55.      It    means   a    looby,    a    lubberly    fellow 

88.  Fol.   3  ;  prol.    158.     A  contracted  form  of  resonahle,  talkative 

89.  FoL  3;  proL  161.  The  MS.  has  bye.^.  90.  Fol.  3;  proL  170 
It  means  neck.  The  interpretation  liele  (heel)  is  erroneous.  91.  Fol 
4;  prol.  210.  The  MS.  has  the  pi.  hooves.  92.  Fol.  4;  L  3 
93.  Fol  84  ;  xvii.  49  :  cf  no.  52.  94.  Not  found.  95.  Fol.  51  ; 
xi.  1 40.     It  means  loyalty,  fidelity,  faithful  observance  of  the  law. 

I  have  only  to  add  that,  in  making  these  references,  I  have  been 
guided  by  the  lines  drawn  under  the  harder  words  in  the  MS. 
Many  more  words  are  underlined  than  are  here  enumerated  ;  and  as 
words  are  underlined  nearly  tliroughout  the  poem,  it  is  clear  that 
the  glossarist  carefully  read  it  through.  It  may  be  observed  further 
that  some  of  these  words  occur  in  groups,  and  the  order  of  these  shews 
that  he  read  the  latter  part  and  the  prologue  at  least  txcice.  Thus  the 
group  of  words  3  to  21  belong  to  the  la.'it  four  Passus  ;  the  group 
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22  to  28  to  the  Prologue  and  Passus  I.  The  group  37  to  43  belong 
to  the  latter  part  of  Passus  VIII.  Then  again,  the  group  47  to  84 
belong  to  the  last  jive  Passus  ;  but  the  group  85  to  92  to  the  Prologue 
and  Passus  I.,  like  the  second  group.  The  handwriting  of  these 
glosses  is  of  about  the  date  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth ;  and 
hence  it  is  even  possible  that  they  were  written  by  no  other  than 
Egbert  Crowley. 


TEMPOEARY  NOTICE. 


This  second  volume  contains  the  poem  in  its  second  shape,  anil 
does  not  greatly  differ  from  the  text  as  printed  by  IMr  Wright,  hut 
is  printed  from  a  diffei-ent  IMS.  and  contains  more  than  170  additional 
lines.  The  variations  of  ]\Ir  Wright's  text  from  the  present  one  are 
denoted  in  the  footnotes  by  the  letter  W.  The  old  text  printed  by 
Crowley  also  exhibits  the  poem  in  this  second  form. 

Numerous  notes  and  a  full  glossary  to  the  first  seven  Passus  in 
this  volume  wiU  be  found  in  my  smaller  edition  of  "  Piers  the 
Plowman,"  lately  published  in  the  Clarendon  Press  Series. 

For  notes  and  a  glossary  to  the  whole  poem,  consult  Mr  Wright's 
edition. 

Vol.  III.  will  contain  the  poem  in  its  latest  form,  and  A^ol.  IV. 
will  contain  notes  and  a  glossary  to  all  three  texts. 

The  pages  numbered  137*  to  144*  belong  to  Vol.  L,  and  sliould 
be  inserted  between  pages  136  and  137  of  that  volume. 

W.  W.  8. 

('amh)-](hje ;   Nor.  15,  1809. 


ADDITIONS  AND   COEriECTIONS. 


32.     BABEES  BOOK. 

p.  iv.,  p.  Ixii.  Bank  of  the  Bele  Babees,  Servingmeyi,  Pages,  ^c.  "Amongst 
what  sort  of  people  should  then  this  Seruingman  be  sought  for  ?  Even  the 
Dukes  Sonne  preferred  Page  to  the  Prince,  the  Earles  seconde  sonne  attendant 
upon  the  Duke,  the  Knights  seconde  sonne  the  Earles  seruant,  the  Esquires 
sonne  to  weare  the  Knightes  lyuerie,  and  the  Gentlemans  sonne  the  Esquiers 
Seruingman.  Yea,  I  know  at  this  day,  Gentlemen  younger  brothers  that 
weares  their  elder  brothers  Blew  coate  and  Badge,  attending  him  with  as 
I'euerend  regard  and  duetifuU  obedience,  as  if  he  were  their  Prince  or  Soue- 
raigne.  'Where  was  then,  in  the  prime  of  this  profession,  goodman  Tomsons 
Jacke,  or  Eobin  Roushe,  my  gaffer  russetcoats  seconde  sonne  ?  the  one  hold- 
ing the  Plough,  the  other  whipping  the  Carthorse,  labouring  like  honest  men 
in  their  vocation  :  Tricke  Tom  the  Tajdor  was  then  a  Tiler  for  this  trade  ;  as 
strange  to  finde  a  Blewcoate  on  his  backe,  with  a  badge  on  his  sleeue,  as  to 
take  Kent-streete  without  a  Scoulde,  or  Newmarket-heath  without  a  Com- 
missioner [highwayman].  -But  now,  being  lapt  in  his  Liuerie,  he  thinketh  him 
selfe  as  good  a  man,  with  the  Sheares  at  his  backe,  as  the  Poet  Lawret  with  a 
penne  in  his  eare.  1598,  A  Health  to  the  Gentlemanly  profession  of  Seridng- 
men,  by  J.  M.,  p.  107  of  IncdUocl  Tracts,  Roxb.  Libr.  1868. 

p,  xiii,  vi.     On  the  indifference  of  noblemen  to  learning,  and  their  submis- 
sion to  Wolsey  and  the  Clergj',  compare   Skelton's  Colyn  Clovte  (Works,  ed. 
Dyce,  i.  334-5), 
But  noble  men  borne,  To  you  that  ouer  the  whele 

To  lerne  they  haue  scorne,  Grete  lordes  must  ci'ouche  and  kneele, 

But  hunt  and  blowe  an  home,  And  breke  tlieyr  hose  at  the  kne, 

Lepe  ouer  lakes  and  dykes,  As  dayly  men  may  se. 

Set  nothyng  by  polytykes  ;  And  to  remembraunce  call, 

Therfore  ye  kepe  them  bace,  Fortune  so  turneth  the  ball, 

And  mocke  them  to  theyr  face.  And  ruleth  so  ouer  all, 

This  is  a  pyteous  case,  That  honoure  hath  a  great  fall. 

See  also  p.  333-4,  on  the  pride  of  the  clergy,  and  the  low-born  prelates,  &c.,  in 
illustration  of  p.  xlv.  of  Babees  Book. 

p.  iv.  Mr  Anstey's  work  was  published  in  2  vols,  in  1868,  entitled  "  Muni- 
menta  Academica,  or  Documents  illustrative  of  Academical  Life  and  Studies 
at  Oxford"  (1214-1467  A.D.).  Mr  Quick's  book  was  also  published  in  1868, 
"  Essays  on  Educational  Reformers "  (during  the  last  three  centuries),  by 
Robert  Herbert  Quick,  M.A. 
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p.  xxi-ii.  The  letters  quoted  are  from  the  Third  Series  of  Ellis's  Original 
Letters.  With  the  letter  on  p.  xxi  cnmiD.ire  that  from  '  Richard  Croke,  the 
young  Duke  of  Ilichmond's  schoolmaster,  to  Cardinal  Wolsey,  respecting  the 
arrangements  for  his  pupil's  education,'  in  Fills,  3rd  Series,  i.  333.  It  treats 
of  his  hours  of  work  (at  Croke's  discretion),  his  writing  letters,  his  being  only 
under  Croke's  guidance,  and  not  being  interrupted  by  his  attendants  and 
ordinary  strangers,  '  but  only  strangers  of  honor,  to  whome  also  if  my  said  lorde 
myght  by  the  advise  of  his  Scolemaster  exhibit  and  make  som  shew  of  his 
lernyng,  like  as  he  was  wont  and  doth  of  his  other  pastymes,  it  shukle  greately 
encourage  hym  to  his  lernyng ;  to  the  which,  because  it  is  moste  laboriouse 
and  tedyous  to  children,  his  Grace  should  be  moste  specially  anymated  and 
encoraged,'  &c. 

p.  xxiii,  note  '.  Brealtfast  is  mentioiied  in  HoiiseUold  Ordinances,  p.  22,  in 
Liber  Niger  Domus  Regis  Edw.  IV,  ab.  14G1  A.D.  :  "  The  Kyng  for  his  hrelwfast, 
two  looves  made  into  four  maunchetts,  and  ii  payne  demayne,  one  messe  of 
kychyn  grosse,  dim'  1  gallon  of  ale."  At  p.  18  it  is  stated  that  King  Harde- 
knoute  (Hardicaunte)  '  furst  began  iiii  meales  stablyshed  in  oon  day,'  and  he 
therefore  must  have  the  credit  of  originating  breakfasts. 

p.  xxv.  Girls'  Education.  See  Mulcaster's  very  interesting  chapter  38, 
p.  166-18.3,  in  his  Positions,  A.D.  lo81,  on  this  subject. 

p.  xxxiii.  Life  at  Cambridge.  See  John  Rokesbie's  letter  to  Secretary 
Cromwell  in  III  Ellis,  ii.  243,  about  the  term  accounts  of  Cromwell's  protege, 
Cristofer  AVellyfede.  For  fear  of  the  plague,  he  has  to  board  out ;  and  '  They 
wold  not  take  hym  under  ij  s.  iiij  d.  or  ij  s.  viij  d.  the  weke.'  At  p.  238,  Nycollas 
Glossoppe  tells  Cromwell, '  Sur,  I  have  a  fetherbeed  with  a  boullster  for  Master 
Wyllam  Wellyfed  sone,  that  ys  at  Cambreg  at  yowre  mastershype  fyndeng, 
Wyllam.' 

p.  lii.  §  6.  On  Early  Education  in  Scotland,  see  the  General  Report  of  Dr 
"Woodford,  18G8,  quoted  in  The  Dally  Telegraph,  July  25,  1808  :  "earl}'  ideas 
of  a  national  s)'stem  of  education  are  of  very  old  date  in  Scotland.  In  1496 
it  was  enacted  that  '  ail  barons  and  free-holders  of  substance  put  their  oldest 
sons  and  heirs  to  the  schools,'  thus  implying  the  existence  of  available  i>ublic 
schools  at  that  time.  This  Act  is  strictly  compulsory  so  far  as  it  extends,  for 
the  neglect  of  it  incurs  a  fine  to  the  King.  The  boys  were  to  be  sent  to  the 
school  at  8  or  9  years  of  age,  and  to  '  remain  at  the  grammar  school  till  they 
be  competentlj'  founded,  and  have  perfect  Latin,  and  thereafter  to  remain  at 
the  Schools  of  Arts  and  Law,  so  that  they  may  have  knowledge  and  under- 
standing of  the  Laws,  through  which  Justice  may  reign  universally  through  all 
the  realm,' — a  magnificent  oliject  at  that  early  time,  when  might  was  so 
generall}'  held  to  be  tlie  rule  of  right." 

p.  Ixvii,  note  '.  An  extraordinary  impression  prevails,  due,  I  believe,  to  the 
accurate  iirthur  Young,  that  the  English  people,  till  very  recent  times,  lived  on 
salt  meat  through  the  winter  months,  having  no  means  of  keeping  their  stock 
in  condition.  I  have  only  to  say  that  fresh  meat  was  undoubtedly  sold  in  all 
markets  the  whole  jear  round  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  and  sold  at  tlui 
same  price,  which  it  could  not  have  been  if  there  had  been  so  much  difficulty 
in  procuring  it.  Latimer  {Letters,  p.  412),  writing  to  Cromwell  on  Christmas 
Eve,  1538,  speaks  of  his  winter  stock  of  'beeves  and  muttons'  as  a  thing  of 
course. — Fronde's  Hist,  of  England,  185G,  vol.  i.  p.  22,  note  f. 

p.  civ.  There  is  a  mutilated  copy  of  Russell's  Booh  of  Nurture  in  the  ]!oyal 
MS.  17  D  XV,  article  5.     It  starts  with  our  line  5,  and  ends  at  our  1.  1016. 
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Pt.  I,  p.  10.  Lyfijlle  Chlldrcnes  LytAl  Bolic.  There  is  another  copy  of  tliis 
in  the  Additional  MS.  8151  (British  Museum),  leaf  201,  back. 

Pt.  I,  pp.  54-8.  Caxton  printed  a  copy  of  this  Dlatone  differing  from  ours, 
at  the  end  of  his  Goiiernciylc  of  Jlclthc,  about  1491  A.D.,  and  called  it  Mcdi- 
cina  Stomachl.  Mr  William  Blades  reprinted  Caxton's  tract  in  1858— fifty-five 
copies  onl)' — and  in  his  Illiiatratlrc  liemarJat  on  the  Med'icina,  described  a 
copy  of  the  poem  in  the  Lansdowne  MS  Cyj,  in  which  Caxton's  first  stanza — our 
second — is  "  preceded  by  11  other  Stanzas.  These  are  mostly  variations  of  the 
old,  rather  than  a  composition  of  new  Verses.  They  contain,  however,  many 
curious  phrases,  decrying  nasc-rontyyig  or  snoring,  as  the  effect  of  late  siqip'srs, 
and  recommending  Qvatir-grcivell  (water-gruel)  as  a  good  remedy  against  cold 
aeckncsse.  The  first  three  Stanisas  have  in  the  last  line  of  each  a  common 
Burden,  a  favorite  style  of  composition  in  that  age . .  The  additional  lines  in 
all  amount  to  88,  or  11  Stanzas."  I  hope  to  print  the  whole  poem,  from  the 
Lansdowne  MS  099,  in  my  third  Cotirtesy  volume  in  our  Extra  Series.  Mr 
Blades  adds  to  the  list  of  MSS  of  the  Biatoric  on  p.  58  of  Bahees  Booh,  Harl. 
4011  and  Sloane  989.     Mr  Aldis  Wright  adds  Trin.  Coll.  Cambr.  B  11,  24. 

Pt.  I,  p.  189, 1.  1077-1084.  The  side-notes  are  wrong,  says  Professor  Stubbs. 
The  passage  means,  that  the  Bisliops  of  the  Province  of  Canterbury  are  to  be 
served  so  as  not  to  imply  subjection  by  them  to  the  Archbp.  of  York,  but  only 
to  their  own  Metropolitan.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Bishops  of  the  Province 
of  York,  when  eating  before  the  Primate  of  England,  must  not  imply  subjection 
to  him,  but  only  to  their  own  Archbishop  of  York. 

Pt.  I,  p.  399,  1.  53,  hcter  vnhore  than  vntanght.  See  the  same  proverb  at  p. 
47, 1.  20(5-7,  and  "A  chylde  is  better  \Tiborne  then  vntaughte"  in  the  Interlude 
of  Thersytes,  printed  by  Tysdale  [1550-63],  reprinted  for  the  Eoxburghe  Club, 
and  in  Four  Old  Plays,  Cambridge,  U.S.,  1848,  p.  83.  It  is  also  in  Sir  Peter 
Idle's  Instructions  to  his  Son,  a  MS  in  the  Cambridge  University  Library, 
which  turns  out  to  be  a  much  less  interesting  one  than  I  had  hoped,  as  it  con- 
tains several  of  the  old  Tales  in  Robert  of  Brunue's  JIandlyng  Synnc,  &c., 
badly  told. 

Pt.  II,  pp.  30,  31,  1.  6,  ^^ fades  sit  in  ore  loqventis."  Surely  this  is,  "  Let 
[thy]  face  [eyes]  be  [fixed]  on  the  face  of  him  that  speaks  [to  thee]."  Con- 
formaljjy  to  our  modern  injunction  to  school-children  and  recruits  :  "  Look 
me  full  in  the  face  when  I  am  speaking  to  you, — or  wliou  you  speak  to  me." — 
T.  F.  Simmons. 

Pt.  II,  p.  07,  col.  2,  Bvlke  is  breast,  not  body.  See  Cooper's  Thesaurus  : 
'  Thorax,  the  brest  or  bulke  of  a  man,'  and  Mr  E.  Viles's  other  quotations  in 
The  Athenmim,  March  7,  18G8. 

Generally,  for  education  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  for  varying  versions 
of  The  Good  Wife,  The  Wise  Man,  Stans  Puer  ad  Mensam,  and  for  otlur 
tracts  and  poems  on  Manners  and  Meals,  see  my  '  Quecne  EUzahcthcs 
Achademy,'  by  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  &c.  &c.,  in  our  Extra  Series  for  1809. 
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8.     MOETE  AETHURE. 

p.  3,  1.  i>r>,/or  Gretayne  7-ead  Bretaynt- 

15.     POLITICAL,  RELIGIOUS,  AND  LOVE  TOEMS. 

Of  the  Seven  Deadly  Sins,  p.  215,  there  is  another  copy,  with  considerahle 
variations,  in  the  81oane  MS  747,  leaf  95. 

p.  251.  There  is  another  copy  of  this  paraphrase  of  the  Fifty-first  Psalm  in 
Harl.  MS  3810,  part  i. 

p.  254,  margin.     Strike  out  ['  salutatis?]. 

p.  256,  line  148,  erle]>  (so  in  MS).  Tliis  is  a  mistake  for  erre\>,  which  is  the 
reading  of  the  Harleian  copy.     Correct  the  Glossaiy,  p.  259,  accoi'dingly. 

18.     HALI  MEIDENHAD. 

p.  33,  1 .  5,  for  ileine/i  read  ileiue/i. 

26.     RELIGIOUS  PIECES. 

Dan  John  Gaytiyge's  Sermon,  p.  1 — 14,  is  the  first  and  seventh  Parts  of 
Wyclif's  Specxlnni,  Vltce  Chrlsitlanre,  if  the  late  Canon  Sliirley's  Catalogue  of 
Wyclif's  "Works,  p.  38-9,  be  right ;  but  as  Mr  Shirley's  reason  for  assigning  to 
Wyclif  these  Parts  1  and  7  is  only  that  they  occur  in  the  Lambeth  MS  408, 
with  other  Treatises  generally  found  apart,  of  which  one,  '  On  the  Ave  Maria  ' 
is  signed  with  Wyclif's  name  in  the  Harl.  MS  2385,  by  a  late  hand,  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  copier  of  the  late  Lambeth  MS  merely  put  together,  after  one 
prologue,  six  treatises  not  originally  connected.     This  view  is  borne  out,  at 
any  rate  as  regards  the  Sermon  above-named,  by  the  copy  of  it  in  the  Arundel 
MS  507,  leaf  50  (not  noticed  by  Mr  Shirley),  which  assigns  the  Sermon  to 
John  de  "  Caterigt^,"  as  also  by  a  passage  in  the  curious  and  valuable  tract  of 
1530,  facsimiled  lately  by  Mr  Francis  Fry,  "A  compendious  olde  treatyse  / 
shewynge  /  howe  that  we  ought  to  haue  the  scripture  in  Englysshe."     This 
tx'act  was  "emprentid  at  Marborow  in  the  lande  of  Hessen  /  by  me  Hans 
Luft  /  in  the  yere  of  owre  lord  .M.CCCCC.  and  .xxx.,"  will  be  reprinted  for 
our    Extra    Series   next   year,   and   contains  the    following   bit  about  Gay- 
tryge's  Sermon  :   "  Also  sir  Williaw  Thorisby  archebishop  of     , 
Yorke  did  do  draw  a  treatyse  in  english  by  a    worshipful!    -Lhesanie  trea- 
clercke  /  whose  name  was  Gatryhe  /  in  the  whiche  were  con-   tise  is  m  y 
teyned  the  articles  of  beleue  /  the  seuen  dedly  synnes  /  the  chircll  over 
seuen  workes  of  mercy  /  the  x  commaimdme/ttes.  And  sent  a"ai/zste    Lo?Z- 
them  in  small  pagines  to  the  co/«m}m  people  to  learne  it  fjon  stone  at 
and    to   knowe    it  /   of    which    yet    many    a  copye  be    in  ii,-    l,Qm.g 
england." 
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24.     HYMNS  TO  THE  VIEGIN  AND  CHRIST. 

p.  61,  1.  95.  Bcmnnd.  Mr  W.  Aldis  Wright  has  at  last  explained  this  word 
that  posed  us  all : — "  In  "Wood's  History  and  Antiquities  of  Oxford  (ed.  Gutch  ; 
Oxford,  1792),  vol.  i.  p.  2()3,  there  is  mention  made  of  the  citizens  at  Oxford 
being  deprived  of  '  their  usual  and  daily  sports  in  Bcmtmont.''  Wood  quotes 
in  the  same  paragraph  some  lines  of  liobei't  of  Gloucester  (Hearnc's  ed.  p.  540), 
among  which  are  these  : 

'  The  iates,  tho  he  was  iwend,  were  alle  vp  ibro^t 
Sone,  bote  Smitlie  gate,  ac  that  nas  undo  nou^t. 
The  clcrkes  adde  ther-thoru  muchc  solas  ilore. 
To  pleye  toward  Baimoimd,  anuid  hii  were  ther-uore.' 
From  which  I  gather  that  '  hcmond '  is  '  Beumound  '  or  Beaumont,  a  suburb  of 
Oxford,'   where  I  think   Henry  I.  had  a  palace  and  whither  evidently  the 
citizens  and  students  resorted  for  amusement."     This  seems  to  mc  to  be  con- 
firmed by  the  contrast  between  the  advice  given  by  '  resoun  '  and  that  given  by 
'lust.'     The  former  says,  'Goo  to  oxcnford,  or  lerue  lawe.'     The  latter,  'be  to 
hcmond  a  good  squyer  ! '  "    The  making  a  man  a  squyer  to  a  place  need  occasion 
no  difficulty,  as  a  loose  Cambridge  man  might  be  called  'a  devotee  of  Barn- 
well.'  (3  Nov.  18G9.     See  Mr  Wright's  longer  comment  in  Notes  and  Queries, 
11  Dec.  1869.) 

'  Cp.  R.  Gloster's  '  &,  suththe,  thorn  Beumond,  to  hare  welle  it  [the  g.ite]  here,'  p.  510, 
"  Beaitmont  Street  is  still  a  street  in  Oxford,  some  way  out,  near  the  Clarendon  Press, 


31.     MYEC'S  INSTETJCTIONS  FOE  PAEISH  PEIESTS. 

A  late  and  imperfect  copy  of  this  is  the  first  piece  in  the  MS  Ff .  5.  48,  in  the 
Cambridge  University  Library.  Leaf  1  (lines  1-56)  is  wanting  ;  then  come 
lines  57-185,  with  variations  ;  then  36  lines  not  in  the  Society's  edition  ;  then 
lines  787-9G0  ;  then  lines  274-301,  with  which,  appropriately  enough,  the  medley 
ends. — H.  Bradshaw. 

p.  vi.  Pars  Oculi.  The  Pars  Ociili — cither  Bextra  Pars  or  Sinistra  Pars 
Ocitli  Saccrdotis — is  one  of  the  very  commonest  of  Latin  MSS.  See  Tanner, 
imder  Gul.  de  Pagula.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  author  of  the  Direetions  is 
the  same  man  as  the  Lilleshull  author  of  the  JIanuale  Sacerdvtum.  The  books 
may  of  course  be  different,  as  Wyclif 's  Latin  and  English  Treatises  on  the  same 
subject,  are  different,  because  they  were  for  different  classes  of  readers. — H.  B. 
p.  2,  1.  23.     Cp.  all  the  prelatis  of  this  nationn, 

For  the  maist  part 
Thay  think  na  schame  to  half  ane  hure, 
And  sum  hes  three  under  thair  cure. 

1539.     Lyndesay's  Satyre. 
p.  9,  1.  272.     Knciis.     Cp.  Palsgrave  in  1530;  'The  men  of  this  countray 
linele  upon  one  luiee  whan  they  here  masse,  but  the  Frenche  men  knele  upon 
both,' — Lesclaircissement,  p.  599,  col.  1,  reprint. 
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